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Answer. I recollect General Pillow having spoken of the posi- |
tions of Cadwalader’s brigade, and Riley’s brigade, and of Mor- |
‘gan’s regiment being in reserve. I think that General Scott and|
General Pillow had conversations two or three times that evening, -
I was not present-all the time; T was not within ear-shot all the’
time. I recollect that a note was received by General Pillow from
General Cadwalader, staling - the advance of the Mexican force
and some conversation passed between them on thatnote. Ttis
impossible for me to remember everything that was said. s

Question by defence. What was the position of Mergan’é regi-

ment; where was it in.reference to the position we occupied on the
hill; wasad in motion of stationarybre Lisaie. Sariy e S
Answer. I think it was stationary. Irecollect that shortly after -
a staff officer, who had been attached to Magruder’s battery, came
up, and asked what troops these were _that : wgre'm_ov;ng_aﬁ; and 1
said that it was Morgan’s regiment moving to tbe_-h_arflle_t_.. I have-,_l
no distinet recollection of seeing the regiment until it was in moe- -
tion. My impression is that it was near Taylor’s battery. - This
battery was between us and the field, and near the cora field; o 8
" Question by defence. Did you hear General Scott ask-General
Pillow what bayonets those were; (pointing, at the same fime, 6.
some bayonets which were seen in motion on the pedrigals) and!
did you hear my reply, that it was Morgan’s regiment, which h'a.\:dl
" been detached from Pierce’s brigade, when I saw the large rein-

forcements of the enemy coming up from the city, and that I.haﬁf;’é
_ithen ordered that regiment to the support.of Cadwalader, who was

at the village of Ensalda?
" Answer. Noj I don’t recollect that.

4o Morgan’s regiment. I am not cer_tai'n_,‘_howwe:r, what words we;:?_;
ased, nor can I state the point of time when this conversation o¢ |
curred. I do not recellect anything abont the conversation in the

last part of the question. 8 2 : s b 1
Question by defence. You say you did not hear the order given
by General Scett to General Pillow as to the movement of Mqrf_;
gan’s regiment. - As you did not hear the order given, may you not
be mistaken in supposing such an order was given? =~ = |
Angwer. I think not; my impression was derived from there«
iment moviag after we came upon the field, and 1 Wa'S'_-:'conv-lan(:_ll
That no order was given after General Scott came on the field ex-
cept by him. I said, moreover, that I dld not;-recol!cc#'_ to hgi:!;
heard the order given. I may have heard it. Sea s O
~"Question by defence. May not the order to Morgan’s pngn?gln;il
have been given for this movement before General Sc:;ott---re-g_ehedn_
he field of action? : STl e el
ﬁ.;ﬁsw:e.r.‘ I think not; it was sometime after we reached the ﬁ'e_l_tl:
of action that Lieutenant Lay, the staff officer referred to in an an- |
swer to a previous question, returned from Magruder’s h‘a-t_.tery'ial_};ﬁl
agked me the question, what troops are those that are moving? " |
~ General orders No. 258 presented by witness, marked M. -5 8
The court then adjourned®until to-morrow morning at 9 o’cl_oc_k-. §

J 1
5 I rééa‘]l.ect_ s_omet-’h-—'mg abiout.é;"
2 question of what regiment or what troops those were, referring
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Mezxico, March 30, 1848.

The court met. Present, all the members and the judge advo-
cate and recorder. .
Major General Pillow before the court.

Major General Scott present.

Captain J. D. Blanding, South Carolina volunteers, for prosecn-
tion, duly sworn:

Charge.—First specification.

Question by prosecution. About what hour did the late Colonel
Butler leave San Augustin the 19th of August last with his regi-
ment, the South Carolina volunteers, and does witness -chance to
know whether.the colonel dined at San Augastin that day, and at
about what hour, and what the witness knowsofanother meal, break-
fast, taken by the late colonel at San Angel the morning of the fol-
lowing day?

Answer. Colonel Butler left San Augustin about 3 o’clock, p.
m., perhaps 3% o’clock, on the 19th of August. He took a lunch
about 9 or 10 o’ciock, on the 19th in his own quarters, then left his
quarters and did not return until his regiment was about leaving.
W hether he dined with any one between those bours I donot know.

« When he returned to his quarters be did not take anything to eat

before starting to join General Pillowy. At San Angel, about 9 or

10 o’clock on the morning of the 20th, he.took a cup of chocolate

in company with General Shields, Captain Page, Captain William
Blanding, and the witness.

Question by prosecution. Does the witness chance to know whe-
ther Paymaster Burns was present at both or either of the meals
mentioned by the witness? 2

Answer. He was present at neither of them. T will add thathe
may have been in the room at San Augustin before and after, but
net at the meal. He was not at San Angel.

Captain H. L. Scott under cross-examination:

Question by defence. Tn the conversation relative to the dispo-
sition of the forces, which was referred to between General Scott
and General Pillow, did General Pillow state to General Scott Ais
orders to and disposizion of the forces, and did General Scott ap-
prove those orders and dispositions? ;

Answer. I think that the positions that the troops occupied at
the time were stated generally and that General Scott did approve.
I can’t say that I heard General Pillow state what orders he had
given, but I took for granted that the troops were in their respec-
tive positions by his orders.

Question by defence.” Did the witness hear General Scott tender
General Pillow, while we were all on the mound on the 19th, the
use of his, General Scott’s, staff?

Answer. T think I did very early after we came upon the field;
I have 2 very indistinct recollection of it, however.

)




[651 66

- ion by defence. i _ o
ngl:::%wsncnt{ had given General Pillow, in the event of an’ en

i B eneral, or in the event |
on the 19th becoming serious or gel ¢
tglfgiﬁee;ty was found in the way of constructing the road?

Answer. I do not.

t here aske :
mgte?,zrﬁ;fcfg theebest of his belief, tendered the use of his staff
L)

i Huded toin the |
i and further said: On both casesa the |
Is Gene:?ilogl%lgjr;ined General Pillow that he would %e the se:::é
- qllmhsence that is, senior to Brigadier General wlggs,.tten
o nﬁl 'issume the command of both diwsmrés,taltl}ough tt;l:::a-ctvisrnrtg o
bty i igned the duty of constr A
f that morning assigned 0 ;
‘mcfrta1 I‘g;‘ldlz;?s division, and of covering the operation to Tl;v_lghg_s
A T would add that I approved of the orders given ty im
dw}sz:l??a.s I knew of them, and of the dispositions of the roops |
ashic’h I saw, or which were explained to me. ¢ Sl il
7 tion ’by defence. Has the witness coples ol 0 1 <
s ﬁuésenerél Pillow by General Scott upon the field of battle up
€

the 19th of August?
Answer. No.

Question by defence. Witness will state if, on the night of the

i illow did not express his determl-‘
el o ﬁlglglufgnt}ls?i?;éahftg?ﬂe that night, and if Ger;eral
naut(;ndi‘iio :rf:t peremptorily order him to stay at his quarters, say-
e he was too much exhausted to return? i
B8 e I not recollect that General Pillow expressed tha ‘

e ; but I do recollect that General Scott desired Genﬁmt
te'rmmatmn’main at San Augustin that night. I do not recollee
Gl t}? :e rounds he made that request. I know that Ge
%Ii;)?ggv: aandgCaptain' Lee expressed a determination to return,
they did return. i

T i ce. Witnes t

o?xll:i::;;:e gﬂtiﬁi?ed under General Pillovz’s command by
%%eneral Scott, in the battle of Churubluflco. Faas Do

Answer. I do not know the fact, althoug
in the official reports.

Questior& by rhatfence.ra

isting adjutant gene _
::}leisctlinge WJBS arre%ted. Will he

and

wi if two squadrons of dra-
s will state if two sq S

. - ) - . ting
1 witness state if he in person, as ac
‘]Nléel?vered General Pillow the order under
’ state,also, if at that time ngsr:l
i d not forwarded to
i im that important fact, that he ha
{)li}alc,sv:(:::‘clfr;]l(?f War thepduplicate copy of his a%peal,qas was stated
in the postcript to said appeal, and would not do so!?

r:::tswe(r}.e;eg:\.l Pillow did show me what he informed me was the
a :

i cretary of war, which had been sent
duphcatefgtg:tletgzggr;liePsi?low alio informed me that thathflu-.
W cha& not been sent to the Secretary of War by ur:i
phc:;»]te igtpe}:i as a reason for not having done so, that né) tﬁppﬁm
§Eae li d occurred for forwarding it, no mail had left, an S e :
e a1 ft on my mind by the conversation was that the sa
B:J;Slsilc:;?e Eopy would be forwarded whenever the mail did leave.'

Does the witness know the special orders. _1

d that he might be permitted fo admit |

S shown him, and say if the on

neral [s

d deliver to General Pillow in person the letter of §
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Question by defence. Did I also sa
that General Scott had in his hands
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y to you in that conversation
the original appeal. State also

© if you communicated this conversation to General Scott.

Answer. General Pillow did state that G
* hands the original a
to General Scott.

Question by defence. Witness will exa
presented; one purporting to'be the ord
official answer from yourself, as acting
to a communication of mine; say if the
originals?

Answer. They appear to be copies, and I have no deubt they are
correct. (See papers marked M and' N.)

Question by defence. Witness will examine the papers here

e is the original appeal, and the others
and answers thereto from Gen. Scott.
Answer. This is the original paper, (appeal,) I have no doubt.
This letter, dated city of Mexico, November 2, from General Pil-
low to myself, I have no doubt, is a true copy. Another letter in
reply, dated November 6, from me is, I have no doubt, a true copy.
(See papers marked 0.)

* Question by prosecution.
‘of specification 2d, and say
‘General Scott was mainly
\p to sending off the gener
49 and 20, and about what t
IBcott sent off?  And does
'Said Scott being delayed in
e sub-reports? .
" Answer. I know that about that time General Scott
collecting information, both orally and written.
Port was forwarded ‘about the 4th of Se
%Efth or 6th, perhaps; I cannot tell exact
fime antecedent to s
Earing that report,
nay add

eneral Scott had in his
ppeal, and I did communicate the conversation

mine the two papers here
er of arrest—the other an
assistant adjutant general,
Yy are correct copies of the

i

letters of General Pillow,

Witness will look over the beginning
» as far as he recollects, how Major
employed, from about August 23d last
al report of the operations of Augnust
ime was that general report by the said
the witness recollect anything of the
making that general report, waiting for

) was engaged
iin I think his re-
ptember, or about the 4th,
ly the date; and during'the
ending off the report, he was engaged in pre-
and in matters relating to the armistice, 'I
I y also, that delays did oceur in forwarding to my office the
Sub-reports, upon which the general report was based.

. Question by prosecution. Has not the witness reason to know,
OF to believe, that the first and second expresses charged with bear-
iz the said Scott’s general report, original and duplicate, of the
perations in this basin up toabout the 7th of September, were cap-
ired by the enemy, although the said bearers were furnished with
i_itslipo.rtsz! according to the armistice by the Mexican executive
uthority?
' Answer. Yes; T believe that they were.
fached Washington, and we heard that the
¢ a very short distance from Tacubaya.
Ma
gorde

'

We kDOW fhey never
¥ had been captured,

&
#

jor General Scott here desired that his admission might be re-
d “that he was not delayed in making his own general report
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for the report of Major General Pillow, which was received In tine,
and eertainly within three or five days of its date.

Lieutenant T. Williams, fourth artillery, for prosecution; duly
SWOTR: |
Specification 1st, charge 2d, 1st head, says:

General Scott arrived on the field of (iontre:as 11‘1}?;311{;&:;:
i f the 10th of August. AS
o’clock 1n the afternoen 0 Ty S i
i ‘ .d the field of battle, he ;
mound which overlqokt, ‘ e e man b el
-1low, when in a hurried conversation, : : ’
ie;a:ﬂfilch, I,think, allusion was made to (‘:‘}qlo_neltINIOEg;;r;dsréeéigli?;,l
i 3 tion distinctly; -
1 did not hear the whole eonversa ST D e,
rder General Pillow to push forwarf ;58's
S(ixoiz,tho to the best of my recollection, was then in resa;ve, tov;:rcii:
?he viiiage of Ensalda or San Gemnémo. S'ioge :imz; tt}f::v?{; m,ust
£ L
i f that position, I heard General SCOLE 24d
%};eiléigg oI think }t)hat Ge;:eral Shields’s bngade} E“”lg‘?dfupln?i,;:ﬁ
: he general-in-cniel.
bout an hour and a half after t Fne
ot BRI, < asmuch as I was sent baek to nurry
collection 1s correct, 1nasm k| Y
fg trlfat brigade, which had been a goo\d deal retarded in 1ts marc
e broken character of the ground. ;
by@;,’rl::stl?n by prosecution. Daoes the th_nes? rec?lectdwl:ﬁihgl;t
i i its top, or on the slope towar s :
was aseending the hill, on it - wasle ey
~reation witness has alluded to occurrec; |
B ' : 't to. and explain to Major Gen-
1 Major General Pillow point to, pl: e
2ﬁa?e§;(;tt, t!ie positien of Colonel Morgan’s r.et_g\mentl;oc;rt t?geliitﬁ
] 1 1 hich of those positions a
anfentyyi gEE Rl ler to the said Pillow to push
aid Scott gave his request or order - said :
}Ef\sa:d the saigd regiment to the support 21‘ Brigadier General Cad
der, on the hamlet of San Geronimo? i :
Wa‘l_ansi:,er I think it was ascending th(f: hlll,lmh'&vhwh ? he:;(_lim(}ezx;.
e llnsion to Colone organ’s I nt;
eral Pillow make some aill s FREmeRts
; 1 i serve, I do not recollect. My
whether it was in motion Or i I€ 5 g allechaar Y. 1R
i that it was in reserve at the fime, P
g S Sme his side of Taylor’s battery. It was
_field. and near to, and this si :
zir&;te moment of time that General Scott gave the order to ad
vance that regiment, to the besg of mytre&:ﬁlecitt;oerl.s GO
1 1 I e W S 5
estion by prosecution. Did, or not, 3 5 0]
theQ‘rlegimentfsgid to be Colonel Mo_rgan’s, in_position about{.1 LI::-
time spoken of, this, before the regiment got into t:goltéo’n,lju? 2
fore or after the witness was sent back t(c]i hﬁn('ly udp Shledqs s brigade,
i vanced?
| and report how far the brigade had acs ; 5
# 1‘[&13\2; 1 dorlxj’t recollect to have seen the regiment 1n p(;SltnoTl,
hut I recollect to have seen it in motion soon after theIor{ er :vast
given by General Scott. This was some Hime before 1 was sen
% to hurry up Shields’s brigades y
haa]fte:tion b)y pproseuution. Did the witness chance to hear any con
versation or remarks between the two major gene‘rals, respectingine
Amker'tcan forees already said tobe at San Geronimo, and.the io_rc:is'
of the enemy seen, or said to be seen, coming up irom t’ne calpnol%
and was, or not, the request to push forward Morgan’s regumen
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the result of such comversation or remarks, if the witness chanced

to hear that conversation or those remarks?

Answer. I have no distinct recollection of having heard any con-
versation between General Scott and General Pillow on those snb-
jects.

! Question by prosecution. Were not the two major generals, most

of the time you were present, actively engaged in observing them-

selves, and, by means of staff officers, the positions and movements
of the two contending armies, and were not many spy glasses
pointed to those positions and movements?

Answer. Yes.

Question by defence. Did witness hear, and does he recolleet,
the reply of General Pillow when General Scott ordered him to
advance Morgan’s regiment; if yea, what was it?

Answer. I don’t recollect any reply being made, anything more
than a simple assent. The only part of the conversation L heard
was the allusion made by General Pillow to Morgan’s regiment,
(what that allusion was I don’t know,) and General Scott’s order
which followed.

Question by dafence. €an the witness say that General Pillow
did not reply to General' Scott.that he had already ordered Mor-
gan to the support of Cadwalader, and that it was then en roule,
and pointed it out moving in the pedrigal?

Answer. I'can’t say that I heard General Pillow de anything
more than allude to the regiment, and I think I saw him point to
the position where the regiment was at the time. Not seeing the
regiment at that moment, I am unable to say whether it was in
moyement or pesition.

Question by defence. Did yon look at your watch to see what
time General Scott arrived upon the field, or to see how long after
he arrived that General Shields’s brigade arrived?

Answer. I did not. I know that we teok a very early dinner,
about one o’clock, and, judging from the distance, we could not
have been more than two houars.in going it, although it was a
rough road, That is my mode of computing the time.

Question by defence. Did the witness say Morgan’s regiment
was in the field at the time he saw it, in his answer above given,
and was it at that time in motion?

Answer. I have stated befere that my impression was, that at
the time of the conversation between General Scott and General
Pillow the regiment was in reserve; that it might have been in
movement. When I first saw the regiment, which was very soon
after General Scott’s order was given, it was in movement; and I
recollect thinking at the moment how promptly that order had
been executed.

Question by defence. When you first saw Morgan’s regiment in
motion, how was it moving, and how long was this after you first
met General Pillow on the slope of the hill?

Answer. When I first saw it, it was moving in a very irregular
manner towards the village, the nature of the ground not permit-

ting a straight course; and it was very soon after we first met Gen-
eral Pillow on the hill—a very few moments.
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Question by defenee. How far was Morgan’s regiment from’ our
position at the time you saw it in motion? i

Apswer. 1 think it was just beyond the position of Captain
Taylor’s battery, not very far beyond that battery. Tt was in the
vitinity of the battery.

Question by defence. Do you remember, that immediately upon
General Secott’s arrival upon the mound, or hill, Major General
Pillow pointed out to him the large reinforcements of the enemy
then coming up from the city?

Answer. It was not im nediately. It was some moments after,
that I saw several persons, staff officers and others, pointing " to-
wards the advancing columns of the enemy; and my impression
is that General Pillow was in the number. I consider that we
were all spectators alike, each one pointing out to his neighbor
what he saw.

Question by defence. Did you hear General Scott, very soon
after he arrived upon the mound, ask General Pillow what bayonets
those were passing through the pedrigal, and that General Pillow
replied, it was Morgan’s regiment?

Answer. It was some time after Morgan’s regiment had marched,
that I heard General Scott ask General Pillow what troops those
were, pointing in the direction of troops in movement. To which
General Pillow replied, Morgan’s regiment. T was deceived my-
self in looking at the troops, who appeared to be coming from the
village instead of going towards it. I did not know but that they
might have been a body of the enemy who had introduced them-
selves between our position and the village. It was all explained,
however, when I came to go-over the ground, to see that it was
impossible for troops to approach any given point in a right line.
They were obliged to zig-zag.

Question by defence. Was it on the south side of the mound
that General Scott came up, and was it on that side of the hill that
General Pillow met him?

Answer. I think it was on the south side.

Question by defence. From the south side of the hill, where the
two generals met, was it possible to see the reinforcements coming
from the city on the north side of the hill?

Answer. When I first saw the reinforcements, I had advanced up
the hill a considerable distance, and stood in a group with others
looking at the approach of the enemy. I did not observe at the
time the configuration of the hill with sufficient minuteness, nor
its bearings towards the enemy, to be able to say whether it was
possible to see the culumns of the enemy advancing from the point
where the generals first met.

Question by defence. If General Scott could not, from the posi-
tion where we met, see the reinforcements on the other side of the
hill; must not General Scott necessarily have gotten the informa-
tion of their approach from General Pillow?

Answer. Not necessarily; he might have gotten it from anybedy
else he chanced to met.

Question by prosecution. About what distance was the regiment
from the position of the two major generais, at the time he first
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saw it; to the corn-field or to Taylor’s battery, and how much time
in seconds, minutes, or other portions of an hour; was! it hefore
witness saw Morgan’s regiment in movement?

Answer. I can make only a mere guess on any part of that
question. I can state my impressions. I think it might have been
200 yards from: the hill when I first saw if, or more, and when L
first saw it in movement I can scarcely say how much time had
elapsed. I can recollect what myimpression was, namely, that the
regiment had moved with great promptness after the order had been

en. - -
glzluestion by proseeution. Judging from the distancde, had time
enough, or not, clapsed to allow a staff officer to go to the regi-
ment, and put it in motion.

Answer, I think there had}.I g &b oo

uestion by prosecution., Has the witness seen, or been upon,
th?hill in qu{sEion since the afternoon of August 19; and did not
the principal conversations between the major generals take place
on the slope towards the enemy’s entrenched camp, and which also
looked towards the road from the capital to the said camp?

Answer. 1 have not been on the hill or any part of the field of
Contreras sirce the 20th of Angust. I recollect distinetly to have
seen Major Generals Scott and Pillow, on the day of the 19th,
mostly together on that part of the hill looking towards the enemy,
conversing from time to time. Froua that part of the hill the
columns of the enemy advancing from the capital could be seen. 1

Question by prosecution. Did the witness again see Morgan’s
regiment in motion after the witness had returned from his mission
to Brigadier General Shields; and how much time had elapsed be-
tween his first seeing the regiment and his seeing it after the re-
turn of witness from the said Shields? ;

Answer. I have no recollection of haying seen the regiment
after my return. T returned with General Shields. I think I was
absent about one and a half hours. T had to wait for General
Shields.

General Scott desired to have his testimony recorded, as follows:

On the subject of the movement of Morgan’s regiment I was re-
minded, and adm.tted this morning in court, shat 1I was met by
Captain Hooker, somewhere not far from th. mound, in the du'ec;
tion of San Augustin, and by him conducted, by the easiest part oi
the hill, until we met Major General Pillow himself. Conversation
rapidly ensued, and was rapidly resumed, from time to time, be-
tweea the two major generals. . The said Pillow pointed out to me
the several positions occupied by the troops then under his imme-
diate command. Many of those troops were seen in part or in
whole. Otner portions of the same troops were hidden by the acei-
dents of the groupd; such as bottoms, chasms, trees, and bushes.
The nearest body of troops, except Harney’s cavalry, was seen at
or in a field of coro, distaut f-om the foot of thg hill some hun-
dreds of yards, from 250 to 350. I asked, or Major General Pil-
low voluntarily told me, what troops those were about that corn~
field; and learned that, besides Taylor’s battery of 6-pounders,
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which could not get near énough; on account of the difficulties of
the ground; to be effective against the enemyy that Morgan’s regi-
ment, 15th infantry, was detached from its brigade, and held that
position either in reserve or waiting for orders. And those were
the troops we both could distinetly see at that field.. Observing
myself the movements of the enemy, and having those movements
reported ‘to me almost every moment by those who had glasses'in
their hands, of which Major: General Pillow had previously given
me some aceount. ' Esuggested in conversation to the ssid Pillow
whether, from what he had already told me of the troops which
had passed, the pedrigal, and were then supposed to have reached the
hamlet that we could parfially see, if it was not time to push for-
ward Morgan to support Brigadier General Cadwalader, supposed;
with a part or the whole of his brigade, to be already at the ham-
let.. ‘Major General Pillowy whose information I was desirous to
profit by, he liaving been longer upsn the ground, seeming to think
well of the suggestion, and both of wus ¢ontinuing to observe the
advance of heavy bodies of troops from the capital to the said ham-
let, I desired him; in language the most courteous; in the way of
orders, to despateh the said regiment to the said hamlet. The regi-
ment was soonin motion; that is, at the end ‘of some 12 or*20"min-
utes; the ground being exceedingly difficult; as I afterwards learned,
muchimore so than I then had any knowledge of. I sometime later
ebserved; through some glade or opening ‘in the bushes which cov-
ered the pedigrai, a body of troops winding its way first to the one
hand and then to the other, to 2void; as I have since known; diffi-
culties in the route. Not being able to determine at the instant in
what direction that body of troops were marching, and supposing
that, if it were Morgan’s Tegimént; it had made but little progress
in the advance, I turned to several persons about me, and very
probably to Major General Pillow, and asked what troops those
were, and was told that it was Morgan’sregiment. This latter con-
versation,or those orders, inquiries, and remarks, all occurreds
not on the top of the hill nor on the side next to San Augustin, but
on a secondary hill or slope distinctly overlooking the enemy’s en-

trenched camp, the hamlet, and the road leading up to both from
the capital.

The court,then adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o’clock.

MEexico, March 31, 1848.

The court met pursuant to adjournment. Present, all the mem-
bers, and the judge advocate and recorder.

Major General Pillow before the court.
Major General Scott continued his evidence:

Major General Pillow proposed to me at the mound, the point of
observation that overlooked the field of battle, and 1 very readily
concurred, that he should follow the troops which had passed the
pedrigal, in the direction of the hamlet, and to the enemy’s left.
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i -tile" before dark; perhaps a little before sundown. An
E’«Slfs;r? l}}:ttlrelater T began ’topfioubt., and still more, an hour or tv;;o
hours later, whether ihe said Pillow would be able to pasist E‘
pedrigal at all in the dark, because I had despatched several Sti}i}
ofﬁce:s—at least two, besides Captain Kearny—who had, within t Ef
space of twe hours, and after dark, successively returned, _(solg;;e 0
ghem;) and reported to me that each had found it 1mpractlcar e}to
penetrate far into the pedrigal during the darkuess. Accor(d;ng Y,
Jong before the said Pillow came to me 1n lh_elmght, at Sa'n : ug;;hg-
fin, I had cencluded that he, also, Evpuld fail to get over t}o1 {'—;
hamlet. Atsome hour of the night—I think nearer 11 than 10 o’cloc
__the said Pillow came into my“quarteis atrf.ian Augustin, w}leri
T had preceded him, perhaps, two hours. With bim came sewr}*;a.
of the staff officers, and Brigadier General Twiggs; and alli;w o
spoke on the subject concurred in the samex:eport——_that it had been
found impraecticable to get over the ground in qtuestmn. :

Captain Lee, engineers, came to me from the hamlet, with a mes-
gage from Brigadier General Smith, I think, about the same.‘il!;ne;
he having passed over the difficult ground by daylight, found i _}fus
possible to return jto San Augustin in the dark; the greatest cat
of physical and moral courage performed by any :ndw;f[aﬁn!, in m}fl
knowledge, pending the campaign. The said Pillow, Twiggs, ‘_a_.nht
Lee, were all equally earnest in the desire to return the same mg;
to the edge of the pedrigal, in’ front of ‘the enemy, Next tc’:) a{{n
Augustin; and I permitted—mnay, d!recteu-——saui Lee to go back,
charced with the execution of certain orders, and the said nggs
was allowed to accompany him; but insisted that the said Pillow
sliould remaii for the night, and that, if ‘mecessary, I should posi-
tively command him to do so. T think it was then as late as I]]lg-
night. There was'a cold rain, and a beavy one falling, and the night

as exceedingly dark.

W‘I&::ﬁ;tion b%‘ ydefence. In witness’s ofﬁ_cial“ report, dated 19th
August, 1847, is the following passage, viz: © From an ﬁmm:neej
soon after arriving near the scene, I observed the' chure arll1
hamlet, Coutreras, (or Ensalda,) on the road leading up from the
capital, through' the entrenched camp, to Magdalena; and ﬁeeu}:alg,
at the same time, the stream of remforsefnents advancing ycllat
+oad from the city, I ordered (through Major General Pillow) Colo-
nel Morgan, with his regiment, the 15th; till ‘then held in TESG{I&VE-'.
by Pillow, to move forward and occupy Contreras ar,ul Ensalda;
being persuaded, if oceupied, it would arrest the enemy's reinforce-
menit, and ultimately decide the battle.” Did the result of tha;;1
battle prove the correctness of the opinion of witness, as expresse
ih the same passage of his official report? ;

Answer. I think it did. T did not mean to say, 1o that report,
that T was the only person observing the movements of the enemy,
and the positions of the two armies; for, as I said before, 1n aps!-wer
to questions, I profited by inquiries made of Major Gengral Pillow,
and others, as much, at le?st, as by ;vhgt T could see with my own

ves, before coming to definite conclusions.
eyQJestion by defegnce. In viewing the field of battle from the




