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. in i . i before three o’clock. I
stin to General Pillow, a little : :
Esaéhigeg%hai it took me half an hour to co(;nmurﬁgai. t?_e,‘orrizref]{i
Vaior Smith, and about half an hour to conduct Morgan’s regimen
Eg}?é?: ?llsi-d:a;i'd to return to General Pillow, makimg it about four
o'clock. SR A e ; eias o ro A
" Question by defence. Did witness deliver any orders to troops
iﬁ%:izii;i té?cmssing the pedrigal, after General Scott reached _t_he
mound, or any other oxtdeir of 1;1})0{13{1[105:? 2
“Apswer. I don’t recollget that 1 did. . P
g?iii%&ﬁbyﬁdefénce. Looking from the mound you have SP.O}IBI_I\
of, what appears to be the strategic point of the field of operations
(1 A Vi T D S d e i 7
AL (K3 ¢ ?' * : : i
bef‘\?;gﬁj:;?l-l- do not know that there were any o_f_ them. st,ra_te_gu;
oints. If the object of the question is to ascertain the importan
poihfé, T should say that the hamlet of Ensalda was of the first im-
.Qggﬁ:zs(ﬁ;n by defence. Hz_n;:e jrou visited the ﬁeﬂ_d since, and }ilgs.
‘ .Sub"é-e"qﬁ“ent observation confirmed your opinion in respect to.this
PT;:':WH. I have been on the field a number of times s'i_nc'_,e‘, arlllt'i
under the then existing circumstances, I know of :1}:) .tp_os_ltlon in the
icini f the enemy’s position so important as that. :
v—“g,?::;ioofl by defen}::e. ;- What considerations rendered the, village
spoken of of so much importance? il ,
s-Pineéwer. It afforded shelter to the troops occupying it. Tt wa_:
a favorable position for them to intercept reinforcements, and.ll
wasa starting point from which the enemy’s work could be easi ]];
turned; in fact, when the troops occupied that position, the wor.
was almost, if not quite turned. From each side of the village, r:ci-
vines é;;téﬁ’d to the rear of the work, each of which furnish excel-
lent cover for troops beyond the reach of musket shot, and where
none but plunging shot from artillery could reach them. Th_es.,e-
ravines may intersect beyond the enemy’s position, perhaps; I don’t
: ber how that is. e g iy
?633215?;;1. by defence. Is the village 1in rear of a line passing
thm'ugh' the front of the enemy’s entrenched camp? If so,state
yw. far. 19 ia :
hnznsiver. Ithink that if from a cenjcral point of the enemy’s Wo,rk
o line was drawn to the mound occupied by Gen_era] Scott an'd Gen-
eral Pillow, on the 19th, and from the same point another line Wgs
drawn to the hamlet of Ensalda, the angle between them would be
ater than a right angle. : : : ;
g'raue_stion by degfence. _ Has witness been upon the ground with 2
compass’? ki v

Answer. ave. . A _ \

Question by defence. With the limited knowledge, possessed (;:i
the 19th of August, of the topography.of the ground in the_nelg};l_s
borhood of Contreras, was it possible for an. officer, directing I
forces from the mound spoken of, to have given other than gene

ral instructions; and did, or not, this circumstance necessarily de-

volve wide discretion upon subordinate officers as to details?
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Answer. Iknow of no person on the field who knew the ground.
For that reason, I am of opinion that no othe¥than general instrie-
tions could have been given; and I think that the subordinate

flicers would necessarily be compelled to act upon their own dis-
cretion’in cases of that kind. it : _ i

Question by defence. Was witness, as a membeér of General
Pillow’s staff, with General Pillow on the night of the 19th of Au-
gust, when he, General Pillow, started across the pedrigal to join
his command, then at the ‘village of Ensalda? 'If so, state what
prevented his joining his command, and who was along besides
General Pillow and his staff. 4 S

‘Answer.  Just before sundewn, on the 19th, Genéral Pillow
started to join his forces at the hamlet of Ensalda with Mr. Rains,
his aid, and myself. On leaving, General Pillow asked General
Scott if he had any orders to give him? to which General Scott re-
plied that ke had none. We then moved off in the direction of
the road that the battery (Magruder’s) had passed over early in the
afternioon, and, while on that cottse, we fell in with General
Twiggs, Captain McLellan, topographical engineers, and M.
McDonald, aid to General Twiggs, and, for a short time, Lieuten-
ant Stevens, engineer, and Lieutenant Sykes; third infantry. When
we started acréss the pedrigal, in the direction, we supposed, of the
hamlet of Ensalda, it was very dark, and at times it rained with
great violence. ‘After wandering on the pedrigal for a long time,
the enemy’s bugles informed us that we were approaching them.
We then took'up another line of march, and, while on that course,
we fell in with'a person who said he had been over there. We
took him for a guide, and followed him a great distance, and until,
I should judge, it was towards eleven o’clock, (I guess at the
time,) when General Twiggs said he could go no further. He
had fallen ‘down two or three times during the time,and was lame.
I'think there were others in the party who considered it useless

‘to continue our course that night, and proposed that we should re- -
‘main there until the morning’ = General Pillow then said he would

go forward if any one would accompany him; and Lieutenant Rains
and myself started to accompany General Pillow across. After
proceeding some distance beyond where we left the balance of the

‘party, the idea of crossing that night was abandoned. We then:

returned to where we had left the others, where, after some consulta-
tion, it was determined to return, if possible; to where the horses
had been left. ! :
Question by defence. Was the route across the pedrigal aban-
doned as impracticable that night; was there any object or other'
means by which General Pillow and his party could direct their
course; and how did the party find their way out of the pedrigals
what object enabled them to find their course out? i
Answer. The idea of crossing the pedrigal was, I think, aban-
doned, because it was impossible to cross it with the means at our:
command. ‘In returning, we had a guide or sort of a mark, by~

which we could, at times, direct our course; which' was the sum-

mit of the hill which General Pillow had left in parting with Gen-

-
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eral Scott... That appeared, at times, either between showers or
from lightning. I forget which now. Ay
_Question by defence. Does witness recollect at whose suggestion
the party determined to go to San Augustin, to report to General
Scott that we had been unable to cross the pedrigal? Was it at
General Pillow’s or General Twiggs’s? ‘

Answer. I don’t know. _
_Question by defence. Was witness in company with General
Twiggs and Pillow when they returned to San Augustin, to re-
port to General Scott the impracticability of crossing the pedrigal
in the night? ; L 3

Answer. On leaving the field, I remarked to General Pillow,
that with his permission I would remain there. This was near
where we came out of the pedrigal. General Pillow said that he
would be absent but a short time, and he wanted me to go with

him. I don’t think I knew at that time what the object of going
to San Augustin was, nor was I informed of it until we reached the.
position held by Captain Taylor’s battery, when I think I heard

General Pillow remark that he was going to report that he was not
able to cross, and for any orders he might have. . I think I could
not have been present at the time it was determined. to go to San
Augustin, for I have no recollection about it. I accempanied Gen-
erals Pillow and Twiggs to San Augustin. \

The court then adjourned until to-morrow morning, at nine
o’clock. - 4 {

Ciry or MEexico, April 12, 1848‘._3

The court met pursuant to adjournment.
Present: All the members and the judge advocate and recorder.

Major General Scott present.
Major General Pillow before the court.

Captain J. Hooker under examination:

Qﬂes.tion by defence. Witness will state, if he knows, wheth_er-.

or not, General Pillow intended to return ite the field of hattle
upon the night of the 19th of August, after reporting to General
Scott at San Augustin; if so, what prevented his doing so”

Answer. I know that General Pillow intended to return that
night, and was ‘prevented, I supposed, by the orders he received
from Major General Scott, to. remain 1n San Augustin. ' General
Scott said to Generil Rillow: ¢ you will remain here to-night,”’
or words to that effect; which order was repeated.

Question by defence. Was witness at General Scott’s quarters:

with General Pillow, on the night of the 19th of August; if so,
state if he -heard General Pillow, more than once, express the ‘wish

and'determination to return to the field of operations, and what,

was said by General Scott? §
Answer. I don’t know what was expressed by General Pillow of

-
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his determination to return. I don’t remember the language that
was made use of. He told me that he should return, and T heard
nothing said by him to remove the impression that I was under,
that ke was to return. General Scott’s order to General“Pillow
has‘already been recorded. > E =
Question by defence. Was witness present, and did he hear a
conversation between General Pillow and Captain Taylor on the
night of the 19th of August, near the corn-field; if so, state what
he heard said by General Pillow? : AR
Answer. I was present ata conversation that took place between
General Pillow, General Twiggs and Captain Taylor. T thought"
that T heard all the conversation, but as it was raining severely,
and a number talking, I cannot state positively that I heard the
whole of it. Captain Taylor asked General Pillow how matters
were looking; and my impression is, that General Pillow told Cap-
tain Taylor that he found thé enemy in a stronger position than he
expected,*and that the attack in front would have to.be abandoned.’
There was more conversation, but I can’t repeat it as it occurred.
General Twiggs had'something to say, but I forget what it was.
Question by defence. Where did witness and Lieutenant Rains
sleep on the night of the nineteenth? State what time General
Pillow, on his way to the field of battle upon the morning of the
twentieth of August, called upon yourself and Lieutenant Rains, to

- go with him to the field of battle? Was it before or after sunrise;

and did he wait for you or leave you that morning, and go to the
field witkout you? :

Answer. Mr. Rains and myself slept in a house, occupied at the
time, I think, by General Quitman. The house was on the plaza at
San ‘Augustin,.and near the road leading from General Scott’s
quarters to Contreras. General Pillow came in early in the morn-
ing; I can’t tell whether it was before or after sunrise; I am in-
clined to think it was about sunrise.  General Pillow said it was
time to be off; but, I think, he did notstart immediately. He ma)
have been detained by Mr. Rains having his horse saddled; I don’t
know but by other causes. With regard to myself he did not wait
for me. T had lostmy horse and was some time in finding another
to.go onthé field: I do notknow the precise time General Pillow
left, as I was not with him. <o B i

Question by defence. Doeswitness believe that on the nineteenth
of August,’he possessed the confidence of General Pillow in as high.’
a degree as-any one elseknown to witness? If so, state if General
Pillow, at any time on the nineteenth, or during that night, ex-
pressed to witness, or any one else known to him, the least doubt
or want of confidence in the success of the American arms, that
day—that night—or next morning?

Answer. I believe that I enjoyed the full confidence of General
Pillow all the time that I was on duty with him. From about four
o’clock on the pineteenth, untilT parted from him at General Scott’s
quarters, which was late at night, I was with him almost the entire
time, and I am confident that I never heard him express a doubt or
a word of despondency, with regard to the ultimate result of the




