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the witness was & member of the court of “inquiry,"he will please
state, in general terms, whether the opinion of 'the court wholly
“exonerated the said Pillow from blame in that matter, or did that
opinion in any degree censure or condern the said Pillow for hig
conduct in‘respect to the said howilzers? i

-

_:, ‘The coﬁ'f_i_:deéi"d'éd that the _Questioh should not be put. _
Question by prosecution. In ‘one of the ‘cross-questions an:

orders, or in any way other than 'in correspondence with the said
Pillow, expressed by the said Scott upon ‘the alleged conduct of
the said Pillow in that matter? ; Rk ‘
~Apswer. I never heard of any other but that contained in the
correspondence prior‘to the period of that conversation with Gen-
eral Pillow, ' - 7 e
‘Question by prosecution. | The witness hias said that, in hisinter-
. view with Major General Pillow in questiony the said Pillow de-
clared he had, to gratify Major General Scott, made certain alter-
ations in his; the said Pillow’s, official reports. Did the said Pil-
low show the witness the correspondence between the said Pillow

and Scott on the subject of ‘the alterations, or did the said Pillow

say; on the occasion, that the said Scott had, out of kindness to

the said Pillow, asked him to make the alterations for the sake of
_-historical accuracy, and gave reasons why the alterations should be
made on account of truth and the reputation of the said Pillow him-
self?’ ' LR S e ; i
. Answer.' T do not think, and have no redollection of, the cor-
respondence (the letters) having been shown to me; nor did Gene-
ral Pillow state the reasons why General Scott had desired him to
change his report; he mentioned ‘the fact of his ‘having made the

v alterations at the request of General Scott; and, I think, stated

that;’in respect to the facts about which the alterations had been
made, there was a difference of memory between him-and General
Scott in regard to’some of the alterations. - Ao -
Question by presecution. In the same conversation did Major
General Pillow inform the witness that among ‘the alterationsin
~ the reports of the said Pillow, made on reasons “submitted by the
-gaid Scott, there was one, viz: the erasure of an eulogy upon the
said Scott, which the latter had desired might be erased, on the
- ground thatif a junior might be permitted to praise his senior and
commanding officer in an official réport, it would carry with it the
correlative right to censure such commander, which would be de-
structive of all military discipline? Tl il
_Answer. “He did not; in the conversation, allude to that altera-
tion nor the reasons for which it was desired. < g

Brigadier General Shields duly sworn:

Question by prosecution. ' At -about what hour did the witness,
with his'brigade, arrive at the mound overlooking the field of Con-

swered by the witness, it was assumed by the defence that Major
eneral Scott had censured Major General Pillow ih respect to the
howitzers,. Ts'the witnessaware of any censure in conversation, i

.. res)

fferaé; .w!:mr'e':h'ke:, found Méj'o{(}e'n'éral Scott, on the 19th of August
Tast? ¢ ' ey i R

August from General Quifman, then commanding. the ‘division, to

select two regiments of my brigade, and proceed towards the field
of battle, and'report to General Scott; I selected the Néw York
and South Carolina regiments, proceeded to 'the ‘hill overlooking
the field of batile; where I found General Scott; and reported to
him accordingly. ' b A : :

f

“ Question by prosecution. At about what time in '_t'he morning of

August 20th last did the witness first see Major General Pillow on
or near the battle field of Contreras; was it'before or aft.r the vic-
tory of Contreras; and if after, how long was it after that victory?

Answer. The morning of the 20th; I could not recollect the hour
at which Tsaw General Pillow; it was after the battle that I first
saw General Pillow, and on the route between the battle field of
Contreras and San Angely while in pursuit of the Mexicans towards

the city; General Pillow joined us on the route between Contreras
and San Angel, I'could not say where, and assumed command of
_that portion of the army. _ ; o _ el
. Question by prosecution. At the time of first seeing Major Gen-

eral Pillaw, at or near Contreras, had the pursuit of the retreating
enemy, by the American troops, already commenced; and if 80,

what corps and commanders had marched in puisuit; also, how long -

before had that pursuit been commenced? - :

‘Answer. The pursuit had commenced before I saw General Pil- -

low, and /had ‘been prosecuted for. some time before, . The corps

were Twiggs’s command, a portion of General Pillow’s division,
and two regiments of ‘my brigade, ‘as near Jas I recollect. ‘I

may have been mistaken about any portion ¢f General Pillow’s
command having been along. % s i
Question by prosecution. Did, or not, the witness receive any
Pparticular instructions: from Major General ‘Scott for the witness
and his, brigade, connected with the operations about and in the
battles of ‘Contreras and Churubusco, August 19th: and 20th last;

~and if so, please state, generally, the character or objects of such

instructions?

Answer, On repnjrtin'g to General Scott, on the hill ovér)lop'king.

the battle field of Contreras; I received his orders, after pointing

out the position of the enemy and the general position of the Ame- '

rican forces, also ‘the supposed position of Santa Anna with the
main body of the Mexican army; General Scott designated the
Toute that T was to pursue, in order {o t:row the force I com-
manded between the main body of the Mexican army under Santa

Annaz and the forces occupying the ‘entrenched camp at Contreras. .

€ gave me a point of direction; ‘designated a 'tree ‘that I was to
_take.as my guide in passing over the low grounds, and: also com-

municated orders to me that I was to convey to General Twiggs,
In case I found him in the wvillage.' If I did not find General

Twiggs, my instructions were to take command and aid Colonel

Answer. I don’t exactly recollect the hour, it was in the after- ’
noon; however, I received orders on ithe afternoon of the 19th of .
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Riley in the'effort to turn the enemy’s position, which he had made
once or twice that day, as I understood from General Scott, and
. in ‘which he had failed to succeed; as I upderstood, for want of
support.  That is a general statement of the orders I received at

Contreras. . After the battle of Contreras, I pursued the enemy in

accordance with the orders of General Twiggs; soon after General |

Pillow joined us'and I ‘received orders from him; I continued to
receive orders from General Pillow until/General Scott joined us

“and assumed the command. At the battle of Churubusco, I re-

ceived my orders directly from Major General Scott; my recollec.
. tion of the outline of the ordirs was, to take.my brigade, pursuea
route on our left on the field of Churubusco; on overtaking General

Pierce and his.command, to assume command of the whole, to turn

the enemy’s position if possible, to assaalt him in the rear if I
could, and cut off his retreat, and te defer.to the opinion of Cap-
tain Lee, who was sent with me for: the selection of my ground..
~ Question by prosecution. In the conference and arrangements,in
the night of August 19th last, between witness and other officers
_present; in and about the hamlet of 'Ensalda, was there any mens
tion made by the witness, or other officer, of any plan. or order of
“battle, emanating from Major General Pillow? s
..Answer. In replyito that question, I.will state thatI arrived at
the village after the arrangements had been: made for the attack
upon the enemy. - On arriving near the village, about dark, T met
“Captain Lee, who informed me that General Smith was then laying
mn the village, and that General Smith had made arrangements fo
turn the epemy and surprise them, about daylight; and Captain Lee
informed me that he was on his way to report to General Scott,
-and, as T understood him, to receive General Scott’s instructions,
and endeavor to return with them that same night to General
- Smith’s position. I furnished Captain Lee a guide to take him 't
General Scott’s. quartersy and'he furnished me a guide to take me
to General Smith’s. On arriving at General Smith’s quartersy per-
haps at about one o’clock at night, I learned the arrangements: that
he, in consultation with other officers, had made for surprising the
~enemy in the morning, about day-break; and finding that General
Smith had made all the preparations for the attack, and concurring
with bim in the arrangements he had made, I declined to interfere
- with his command.  But I canuot state whether these arrangements

were made .in. pursuance of General - Scott’s or General Pillow’s

orders. It was my impression, at the time, that they were made
by General Smith himself, without any directions from either; and
it was upon this ground that I declined to. interfere with -his.com-
mand, in order to give him the honor of his own work. - ~

Question by prosecution. Did. the witness chance to hear, on

reaching Ensalda, any general or other officer present say anything
about any original ior other plan of attack upon the enemy’s en-
trenched camp, that had emanated from Major General Pillow?
Answer. I did not. E3 0 e f S
Question by prosecution. At what place or point did the said
Scott overtake the witness, in the pursuit of the enemy, August 20th
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last, and at about what hour; had there been any rencontre or
combat with the enemy, up to that time; after the arrival of Major
General Pillow; and did or not the witness'receive any instructions.’
from Major General Pillow, respecting the movements and attack
upon the enemy about Churubusco, which were the same day made
by the witness?: et Sl
.~Answer. After General Pillow took command, as already stated,
there was some scattering fire between our advanceand the retreat..
ing Mexicans.. General Pillow halted the army in San ‘Angel.
Here I undérstood . from him—General Twiggs and myself ‘were
together—that his intention was to-turn' San: Antonio; to place the
Mexican force lying at that pliace between himself and General

‘Worth, and ‘thus cut them off from 'the “city of Mexico. I under-

stood that the army was put in motion by General Pillow for that
purpose;’ but; betore we reaclied Churubusco, General Scott arrived:

and assumed the command.  “The exacthour at which Genefal Scott -

reached us, I could not state: - . S Fomd s datnlt
“Question by prosecution. . When  the witness. reported to Major.

General Scott on the mound before mentioned, what was about the

“height of ‘the sunj was it}nid’, _at'tetnoon,-or-gearéij_ to four o’clock

than-gix? : g - -

“Answer. I think it was nearer four o’clock. oy S ey
* Question by prosecution. ‘Was the point at which the said Scott
came up with the head of the army in'the pursuit, afier the vietory
of Contreras, SawAagel or Coyoacan; way the army at the moment
at a halt; also; at about "what distance was the armry.at the moment
from the' church of Churubusco? AL T e Rl Y e

( Answer. I 1Hink it was mear Coyoacan; my position in the co-
lumn was such that' I ‘could not ‘tell at what time General Scott
reached the lead . of the column:, Thearmy.was at a halt at the

- moment., The army was not very far distant from.the church of

Churubusco, It would be impossible for me to give the'exact dis-
tance. : L TR : e
Lieutenant Colonel J. Howard, 15th infantry, doly sworn: |
- Question by prosecution.” Was the witness with 'hi's,regimerit on
the evening of August nineteenth last,in front of Contrefas? Did'
he chance to observe the arrival of Major General Scott on the
mound overlooking Contreras, that' afternoon, and where ‘was the
Wwilness’s regiment at thut moment? e ek
Atswer. 1 was with my regiment on that occasion; I do not.
know at what time' General Scott arrived. ; R e
Question by prosecution. Did the witness chance o hear any
cheering from Colonel Harney’s dragoons' that afternoon, before
and after the arrival of Brigadier General Shields’s brigade, and

. where was the witness’s regiment at the fiist and second cheering?

Answer. T think upon reflection Idid hear cheering, and under-
stood it was on the arrival of Major General Scott; 1 don’t know
what troops 1t was from.. The regiment was standing in a field of
barley, within range'of the heavy guns at Contreras, and in front
of what is called the mound. e 2 :
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. Question by prosecution, Wlll the witness state, as accurately.
as his memory serves, how long his regiment remained 1n the field

after the cheers that he heard? - = : : :
~Apswer. Tam really unable to say how long it was; I have no
" recollection as to the length of time. The regiment was at thattime,
as T ‘understood, held in reserve and stood there a. considerable
time; how long T could not say. : G S e ;
. Question by prosecution.  Was, or not, the witness in the storming

~of Chapultepec; and if so, state his recollection of the point where ' |
Major General Pillow lay after being wounded, and the distance

of that point from the castle of Chapultepec, or -its ditch? Also,
the point of ‘time at which the ‘said Pillow ascended the hill, in
reference to the capture of the castle? , o ey
. Answer. I was with ‘the storming party that captured Chapul-
tepec. I only know the point where General Pillow fell, from the

information of Mr. Bennett, who told me he was with him at-the
time; from that point to the ditch was 210 paces. I only know

that General Pillow was brought into the castle sometime after we
- had entered it. - I'do not know the exact. time; but, .in reference

to certain thipgs T 'had done, I should think it was thirty minutes,

or more,

- Question by p'r'osé'cutibn..' At'the time o_f'Major. General Pillow’s

- arrival at or in the castle of Chapultepec, had, or not, the fire of the
enemy ceased, in the direction of his approach; and\if so, when,
or how long before, had that fire ceased Seroid o

Answer. The firing had ceased a considerable fime when he was
brought in. ~ There was no firing on the castle—that is, there was
no firing: from the enemy towards us. After I passed from the
south terrepleine to the north, the firing had ceased in front, and
was only continued’at the north by our own troops, who did not
know that the castle was in our possession. The only resistance

- that I met with at the castle was at the west end, in coming over

the'diteh. : < 700 o0 AT Ay .

. Question by prosecution. Does, or not, the witness mean to say.
that, at the moment Major General Pillow was brought into the
castle of Chapultepec, the place had already been subdued and
captured; and if so, how long had the place been captured?. Alsoy
how long before the said Pillow was brought in had the fire of the
enemy ceased in the direction the said Pillow came in order to
reach the castle? £ : s ' Bl SRR :

. Answer. Imean to say that, when he was brought in, the filing
bad ceased; and had ceased, I should think, thirty minutes, or
more. .’ S

The court adjourned until to-morrow at 9 o’clock.

FrEpERICK, June 8, 1848,

Court met: present, all the members, 2nd judge advocate and
recorder.’ i _ i
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.~ Major General Scott in attendance.

Major General Pillow before the court:

Lieutenant Colonel T. Howard, 15th infantry, under exami-
nation: s : et £
+Question by prosecution.. The witness will please state what he
remembers of the hoisting of American colors on the castle'of '
Chapultepec—both regimental' colors and national standard; ke
order of time in which they were successively hoisted, and in re-
ference to ‘the arrival of Major General Pillow in the captured
work; and, further, the place whence the national colors were ob- -

" tained for the 'occasion?

Answer. After reaching the south terrapleine of the work, ‘and
being there perhaps two minutes, I saw, the colors of the 15th,
and another regimental standard waving on the top ‘of the castle.

' The American ensign, that was subsequently ‘hoisted, was sent for
from Tacubaya. I do not know how long it was before the Ame-

rican ensign was hoisted. I did mot see when it'was hoisted. The,
regimental colors were on ithe ‘castle some thirty minutes before
General Pillow was brought in. ; : ;
Question by defence. By what staff officer was the order for the'
15th infantry to cross the pedrigal delivered? '
_‘Answer. I suppose it was Captain Hooker. I saw him ‘approach
Colonel Morgan, who told me, immediately after; that he had orders
to remove. I did not hear the order given. , - i e .
Question by defence. Did Captain Hooker, after delivering the |
order, retirn immediately to the hill upon which General Pillow
was stationed; if not, where did he go? :
Answer, I'don’t know. Al i
Question by defence. Where was the 15th regiment stationed aé
the time the order was delivered; was it then in the barley-field,

immediately at'the base of the mound?

Answer. It was. :

Question by defence:. Where was the regiment when witness
heard the cheering, spoken of in one of his former answers; was -
it at the same place where the order was delivered? S :

* Answer. I think it was. i3 e Bt :
. Question by defence. In what direction from the regiment was
the chkeering; was it in front or rear of the regiment? s

Answer. It was not in front, and I can’t exactly say where it
Wwas; my impression is, however, that it was to our leff and rear.

Question by defence. How far was the position of the: regiment,
from the base of the hill occupied by General Pillow and his staff?

Aanswer. I should think about 100 yards. I°could 'not say, ex-
actly. U ¢ : ki y

Question by defence. Was the position of the regiment in full
view of the hill referred to, and of ‘the south side of the hill tothe
left of ‘the regiment, for several hundred yards? .

- Answer. Perfectly so. : ; A s
. Question by defence. Was the regiment moved from the position .
already referred to, until it received orders;to. cross the pedrigal;




