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. The court continued the examination of the evidence. . .
- The court, at 3 o’clock, adjourned until the 29th, at 9 o’clock.

——

: <+ WasmiNegTON, June 29, 1848,
The court met: present, all the members, and the judge advo-
cate and recorder. - ; .
- The court continued the examination of the evidence.

The court, at 3 o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow morning, at
9 o’clock. - Ik |

—

Wasnmwaron, June 80, 1848,

> The court met: present, all the members, and ‘the judge advo-
cate and recorder. t
The court continued the examination of the evidence.

The court, at 3 o’clock, adjourned . until to-morrow_morning, at
9 o%lock. - + - :

W asminaTow, July 1, 1848,
The court met pursuant to adjournment: present, all the mem-
bers and the judge advocate and recorder, ;

The court came to the annexed finding and opinion.—Seé part
eighth. ' ;

- The court then adjourned.
: ' N. TOWSON,
Brevet Brigadier General, Pres.
S. E. Rincery, ; ;
Captain 4th artiliery, ¢

Judge Advocate and Recorder.
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CHARGES AND SPECIFICATIONS PREFERRED AGAINST MAJOR GENERAL .
‘ G. 3. PILLOW, UNITED STATES ARMY.
: . _

Craree 1.
Fiolation of a general regﬂiatioﬂ' or sta;zding order for the army.

Specification. In this, that the said Major General Pillow did,
at Mixcoac, or othér place, near the capital of Mexico, on orabout
August 27, 1847, write and despatch, or caused to be writteén and
despatched, for publication, in some newspaper of the United
States, a' letter, article, or communication, purporting to give an
account of certain military operations between the forces of the
United Sta®s and those of the republic of Mexico, on the 19th and
20th of August, 1847, in and about Contreras and Churubusco, near
the said capital; in which operations the said Pillow bore a part,
and which lefter, article, or communication, as' was intended and
designed by the'said Pillow, was, in due time, under the signature
of ¢ Leonidas,” partially printéd and published in a New Orleans
newspaper, called the New Orleans Daily Delta, of the date of
September 10, 1847; a copy of which is hereto annexed, dnd re-
printed entire, both in the Bulletin and the Daily Picayune of the
15th and 16th of® the same month, other newspapers of the same
city, copies of which are also hLereunto annexéd;all this pendin
the campaign between the said forces of which the said operations
made a part. - . ; : g

. CHAR:}E IT.

Conduct wibecaming an officer and o gentleman.
Specification 1. In this, that in order falsely to magnify the pen- ,
eralship, valor, and prowess of the said Major 'General Pillow, in
the public opinion of the United States, through the newspaper
press of that country, and hastily to pre-occupy that opinion, at
the expense of other commanders in the same fields of Contreras
and Churubusco, as well as in utter disregard of truth and decency,.
the said letter, article, or communication, signed ¢ Leonidas,”

‘Written, despatched, and published as aforesaid, contains, among

others, the following false statements and assertions:

1. That * the action |meaning that of Contreras, commenced on
the 19th of August, 1847] had now become with' the advancing
forces very severej and General Pillow seeing five or six thousand
Ien advancing from the city to reinforce the enemy, whom he ap-
prehended would. fall upon General Cadwalader’s rear, detached
from General Pierce’s brigade Colonel Morgan’s regiment, (which
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was yet within reach,) and ordered it instantly to the support of
General Cadwalader;” whereas, it was Major General Scott, who,
being then up,
. seeing the advancing: reinforcement of the enemy,
the said Pillow, to push forward the said Morgan and his regi-
ment, then in reserve, to the support of the said Cadwalader,
‘2. That “late in tHe evening General Scott came upon the field,
and brought with him General Shields’s brigade of volunteers,
whom he advanced to the support of the forces then under General
" Cadwalader, but it was so late they did not get into position untjl
in the night;”’ whereas, the said Scott did not bring with hin
Shields’s brigade, but had, early in the aftérnoon, (not evening,)
preceded that brigade, and had, long before its arrival, personally
given the said order to the said Pillow, topush forward the said
Morgan and his regiment to the support of the said Cadwalader;
and whereas, also, the said brigade of Shields was not only up in
time to bear a most important part in the general‘action of Con-
treras, early in the morning of August - 20, 1847, but to give
strength and confidence to the position of the said Cadgralader and
others, near Contreras, in the preceding night. 1
- 3. That “the next morning, before daylight, the brigade of Ge:
neral Pierce advanced in-execution of the original order of battle,
renewed the assault in front,” &ec., designing it .to be understood, '
by those words, that this movement, also, was made by the direc-'
tion of the said Pillow; whereas, the movement.in question, was
made by order of the said Scott, given through Captain Lee of the
engineers, who had brought to the said Scotta suggestion, to that
effect, from brevet Brigadier General Smith, then*the senior officer,
at the village or hamlet near Contreras, the enemy’s entrenched
camp, and with the conception or execution of which moveinent
the said Pillow had no agency whatever. ;
4. That “having achieved this signal victory, General Pillow im-
mediately resolved to pursue the retreating forces of the enemy,”
“evidently claiming and designing it to be understood by those
words, that the victory of Contreras early in:the morning, August
20, 1847, was achieved by, or under the command of the said Pil-
low; whereas, the said Pillow had slept the night before at San
Augustin, from four to six' miles from the American troops who
achieved that victory, which had been decided and rendered per-
fectly complete, long before the said Pillow had come up from
San Augustin, that morning, or had arrived within communicating
(distance of the said field of battle.
5. That “‘during this great battle which lasted two days, (mean-
ing the military operations of the 19th and 20th of August, 1847,
including the battles of Contreras and Churubuseo) General Pillow
was in command of all the forces engaged, except General Worth’s
division, and this wasnot engaged except in taking the last work,”
meaning the fefe de pont of Churubusco; whereas the said Pillow
was not.in the actual command of the troops, nor of ‘any part of
the troops who gained the said victory of Contreras, nor did he
command more-than one-brigade of infantry (Cadwalader’s) in the

early in .the afternoon, with the said Pillow, ang |
directed him, §
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battle of Churubusco that followed on the same day, and the said
battle of Churubusco being the only conflict in which' the said Pil-
low participated or had any agency ‘whatever, on the said day.

- 6. That “General Scott gave but one order (meaning during the
same two days, August19 and 20th, 1847, on the occasion of the
same battle or battles of Contreras and :Churubusco) and that was
to reinforce General Cadwalader’s brigade,” meaning with that of

“ Shields, in the afterncon of August 19, 1847—designing by those

words that it should be understood and believed that he, the said
Pillow, was the general ‘planner and director of all the operations
of the said two days;'whereas, the said Pillow himself, in ‘common
with other principal commanders, received many orders from the
said Scott, during the said two days, which orders contained the
only general plans of battles and operations which were followed
or executed, so far as the said Pillow was concerned, in the said
two days. . ; A

7. c:'jlr'hé general’s ' (meaning ‘the said Pillow’s) plan of battle
(meaning at Contreras) and the disposition of his forces (meaning
the said Pillow’s) ‘were most judicious and successful,” and
that “General Scott was 'so perfectly well pleased with it (mean-
ing the said plan) that he (the 'said Scott) could not interfere with
it, but left it to the gallant projector (meaning the said Pillow)
to carry into ‘glorious and successful execution; whereas, the plan
of attack or battle, upon, or at the entrenched &amp, at Contreras,
so _successfully executed on the morning of August 20, 1847, was
conceived and determined upon by brevet Brigadier General Smith,
the immediate commander of the troops who, under the said Smith’s.
command, carried the ,said camp, at a time when the said Pillow
was many miles off, ‘and” 'had had no communication whatever, di-
rect or indirect, with the said Smith, nor any communication what-
ever, with any of the troops then under the said Smith’s command,
after an early 'hour'in' the previous afternoon; except merely in
transmitting, about the middle of the same afternoon, the said
Scott’s orders’ to the said Morgan’s regiment, to support the said
Cadwalader, which was one interference, on ‘the part of the said
Scott, with the said Pillow’s pretended “original order of batile;”
and the said ‘Scott, in the course of 'the following night, (August
19th,) further interfered, in the presence’and hearing of the said
Pillow, with his, the said Pillow’s pretended “original order of
battle,”” by sending the said Captain Lee ‘to order and to accom-
pany Colonel Ransom with the 9th infantry, and some detachments
of other regiments, to attack the said camp of Contreras, in front,
early the next morning according to the _suggestion of the said
Smith, brought to the said Scott, by the said Captayn Lee.
_ 8. That being at 'the said battle of Contreras:, provoked thereto
by the ‘menacing advance of an isolated Mexican officer, he, the
said Pillow, ‘did rush at full speed up®n the said Mexican, and
singly, after a long and severe conflict, disarm and slay the said

exican; whereas, the said Pillow had no such conflict with any
Mexican officer or other Mexican on' the said 19th of August, nor
at any other time; and was not on that day, at any moment, per-
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sonally, within musket shot of the enemy’s entrenched carﬁp or |

any Mexican line of troops. ;

Spec@ﬁcatién 2. In this, that the said Major General Pillow _be.if:-g
at' Mixcoac, near the capital of Mexieo, on or about August 27,

1847, and knowing that Major General Scott, commanding general

of the United States forces in Mexico, had called from the seve- -

ral principal commanders under him, and in direct communication
with him, for the usual reports, to aid him, the said Scott, in draw-
ing up his general report of the recent operations of the said forges,
in and about the said fields of Contreras and Churubusco, in the
valley of Mexico; and that the said Scott would not be ‘able to
finish and despatch the said general report in many days after the
said 23d of August, by reason of the known delays in sending in
the said sub-reports; and the said Pillow, further knowing or be-
lieving that James L. Freaner, esquire, then at hand, agent and
correspondent of the newspaper published at New Orleans, in the
United States, called the New Orleans “Delta,” or the “Delta” of
New Orleans, was in the habit of sending off private expresses to
Vera Cruz, in Mexico, with communications for the said newspa-
per, and was then intending and preparing to send off another such
express, with communications to the said newspaper, the said Pil-
low, in order toeanticipate the said, intended report of the said
. tommanding general, and. to forestall public opinion in the United

States, through the public press of the same, in his; the said Pil-
low’s, favor—he, the said Pillow, did, on or about the said 23d of Au-
gust, and at Mixcoac as aforesaid, write, dictdte or cause to be
written, a letter, article or comwunication addressed to the ‘““edi-
tors, New Orleans Delta,” which letter, article, or communication,
with certain interlineations and additions in the proper hand writing
of him, the said Pillow, was, by himself in person, delivered to
the said Freaner to be despatched by the said Freaner for publi-
cation in the said newspaper, or to be incorporated in oneto be
o written by the said. Freaner, and to be despatched and published
as above, which letter, article or communication so delivered by
the said Pillow,is in the words, figures and marks, including era-
sures and interlineations as follows:

¢ Editors New Orleans Delta: Great battle of Mexico!!! com-
menced on the 19th, under command of Major General Pillow,
having a_force of 3,500 men. The enemy had 12,000 men, (of
whom 5,000 were cavalry,) and 27 pieces of artillery.

“ General Pillow’s order for the attack was, that General Twiggs
should advance with ong brigade of ‘his division and assault the
enemy’s strong work in #ont, while the other should turn his left
wing and assail the work in. reverse. He also placed, at the dis-
position of General Twiggs, Captain Magruder’s battery, and
Lieutenant Callender’s howitzer battery; (both of which belonged
to the proper division of General Pillow.) : i

Having thus opened the battle, he then advanced General Cad-

» e

~walader’s brigade to suppﬁlﬁ-* t

He brigade of Colonel Riley; who

“had moved to turn ‘the enemy’s Teft and attack in reverse, and

advanced General Pierce’s brigade ‘to su pport General Smith, who

- +had advanced ‘to assault the work in front,

~ **The action had now become (with the advaneing fc-'rc'eil)i #é‘ny
severe, and General Pillow seeing five or six thowsand faen ad:
.vancing from the city to reinforce t he enemy, whom he ‘apprehended
would fall upon General Cadwalader’s rear, detached from General
Pierce’sWrigade Colonel Morgan’s regiment, (which wis yet within

.reach,) and ordered -it instantly to the -support of General Gagde

walader, who, seeing so large a force approaching his rear, threat-
ening to overwhelm him, halted his forward moy ements, confronted
‘the enemy in a strong position, and held him completely af bay,
.. “The forces under General Smith, Colonel Riley, and General
Pierce, were hotly engaged with-the enemy’s sirong battery and Targe
force of infantryand cavalry, until it was quite dark.. Magruder’s
_?ﬁa_tte-'ry and Callender’s howitzer battery ‘were both much cut to

‘pieces and disabled.. Late in ‘the evening, G eneral Scott came

upon the field an d brought with - him _Gen.éra_l'-_S"h'i_el'd'éﬁs_>b§_ff-igagd_e'léff

_volunteers, who he advanced to 'the ‘support of the forces now

‘under‘General Cadwalader. ‘But it was so late, they did ‘not get
nbgspasition until i fhe night. rr o D bR e

_ “The next morning, before daylight; the brigade ‘of Piergs! 5
vanced, in execution of the original order of ‘battle; renewed the
assault in front, while Riley’s bri’g'a'de,r_s'ﬁlipbrt-e'd','by; Cédw,ﬁiad@r;

- turned his left, ‘assailed the enemy’s works' -in reverse, and gal-

lantly carried it, capfuring a large force of the enemy, twenty-two
guns, (among them those lost at [ uena Vista,) and killing, in the
teneral engagement, between 600 and 800:0f "the'_-'e;u‘é_ri‘ay"'.: LT e
 ““Having achieved this signal and “brilliant ‘vietory, General Pil-
low immediately resolved to _pursue the retreating forces ‘of the
enemy, and, while bis troops were flushed with wictory, give battle
to adarge force stilliin Santa Angélo, which ‘he did, and drove

‘them before him. e then sent an officer of his staff back to Gen-

eral Scott to say to him, if he would cause General:Worth' to ap-
operate with him, he would" siweep“.-a‘rdi‘ind'ithe.f-v'alle"y and assaylt
the strong works of San Antonio in reverse; and carry that place,
80 as to open the direct route to the capital for the advance of his
Siege train upon the other @attery on that road. General Scott

‘replied that Worth should: ‘Co-operate with him. ‘General Pillow

moved rapidly around the valley at the head of his triumphaiit
forces until he reached within ‘one mile of ‘San Antonio, where he
#’a'lte_d_:"t-o allow his troops 4 short time to recoveritheir breath and
exhausted strength, before engaging the énemy at San’ Antonio.

 “While waiting for this purpose, General Scott overtook the

armry. - At this'moment it was discovered, at the distance, that the

fnemy (seeing their, main work had been carried, and ‘that they

were about to be attacked in rear) had abandoned the work at San

Antonio, and fallen back upon a' second. strong'work- at Santa

Martha. General Scott, who now assumed command, immediately

directed T_wiggl’s' division to advance upon the left and arrest and
2
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