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Proceedings of a court of inquiry, convened October 23, 1847, in
virtue of the following order, to wit:

GENERAL ORDERS, HEAD-QUARTERS 0F THE ARMY,
No. 319. Mexico, October 22, 1847.

At the instance of Major General G. J. Pillow, a court of inquiry
will assemble at-the palace, or such other place in this city as may
be designated by the president of the court, to-morrow morning,
at 9 o’clock.

SR B ; :
The court will investigate and report the facts and circumstances -

connected with the removal of two small howitzers, on the 14th of
September, from Chapultepec—stating by whom cremoved, and
whether with the-knowledge of Major General Pillow, and also
give their opinion upon the facts which may be developed.

Members.—Brevet Major General W. J. Worth, Major General

J. A Quitman, Brigadier General D. E. Twiggs.
First Lieutenant R. P. Hammond, 3d artillery, is appointed the
judge advocate of the court. ,
- By command of Major General Scott:
: ; H. L. SCOTT,
Al AT G

Mexico, Ocfober 23, 1847.

The court met pursuant to the above order. Present: Brevet Maj.
Gen. W. J. Worth, Major Gen. J. A. Quitman, Brigadier General
‘D. E. Twiggs, and Lieutenant R. P. Hammond, 3d artillery, judge
advocate. Major General G. J. Pillow also in attendance.

The order convening the court was first read, and Major General:

Pillow was then asked if he had any objection to any member
named in the order, to which he replied in the negative, and the
court was duly sworn by the judge advocate, and the judge advo-
cate duly sworn by the president of the court, and the court then

proceeded to the following investigation: e

Mr. J. F. Welsh, a citizen of the United States, and a followe

of the American army in Mexico, was called into court as a wit-

' ness, at the request of Major General Pillow, and being duly sworn

in the presence of the court, answered, as follows to the questions
asked him. 5505 .

Question by General Pillow. State, if you know, who removed
two small howitzers from their carriages at Chapultepec, when
they were removed and where deposited?

Answer. I had one small howitzer removed from its carriage
at Chapultepec, on the morning of the thirteenth of Septem-
ber. I do not know, from my personal knowledge, who rempved
the other. I saw the other early in the morning en its carriage,
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and in an hour after T observed that it was removed. It wastaken
from the carriage before the one which I removed. The one which
I removed, I placed in the hands of the.teamster who drove Gen-
eral Pillow’s wagon, and told him I would pay him to haul it to
town for me. I did not see the howitzer placed in the wagon, al-
though I saw it after it was in the wagon.

Question by General Pillow. Was one howitzer brought to
Mexico for you; did you claim it as'a trophy, and did you pay the
teamster for hauling it in? -

Answer. After Chapultepec had fallen, on September 13, being
desirous of getting some memento or trophy from it, I concluded
I would take one of the small howitzers referred to, and carry it
home to deposit if in the National Institute at Washington. I did
take one as a trophy, and paid the teamster three dollars to haul it
to town. The teamster delivered it to me in Mexico a day or two
after I came to the city, on or about September 15, I think, and I
kept it in' my possession until I heard of the order of the comman-
der-in-chief about trophies, when, in compliance with that order, I
turned in the howitzer to' Captain Huger, chief of ordnance.

Question by General Pillow. State whether, or not, General
Pillow was informed, or had any knowledge, of its removal; state
also the condition Major General Pillow was then in, and where
he was? . x

Answer. Major General Pillow had no knowledge of the re-
moval, by myself, of the howitzer from Chapultepee, nor was he,
in any manner, advised with, or consulted, upon the subject by me.
1 took the howitzer of my own accord, and for the purpose before
stated.  When I first saw General Pillow after he was wounded,
on- September 13, he was in the castle of Chapultepec, suffering
much from the wound he had received 'in: his leg, and ‘could not
have been properly consulted upon the subject of the howitzer, or
any other subject, in my opinion. Nor would I have consulted

. him about this howitzer had he been well, as I believed, in secur-

ing it, I was only doing as many others had done.

Question by General Pillow. Was the other howitzer removed
to town on the same wagon, and at the same time, with yours, or
not 7 y

Answer. To the best of my knowledge it was.

The questions by Major General Pillow here ceased,and the in-
vestigation continued, on the part of the court, by the judge advo-
cate, as follows:

‘Question by judge advocate. *In what capacity of employment
are you a follower of the army in Mexico? :
Answer. T have no employment, and am serving in no capaecity
with the American army in Mexico. T came out hereas an'amateur
in company with Colonel Ramsay, of the 11th infaatry, and Lieu-
tenant Steever, quartermaster ‘of that regiment, from Pittsburg, in
the United States, to Puebla, in Mexico; assisting Lieutenant
Steever in writing, but not employed for hire. - From Puebla to
Mexico, T accompanied the division of Major General Pillow, but
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‘ot engaged or employed in any wa h i
‘ y .whatever. I had
the appointment of sutler for the 11th infantry from Colonel Ig.eacrz:s";;d
G 2

but was disappointed in my goods, and then: accompanied the army

asé have stated. '

uestion by judge advocate. Have you at any time sin ‘
Puebla been a member of General Piﬂbw’s mesys tlourlehsal::e g:zclt‘i:;;
in any way upon his staff, as an aid-de-camp or’otherwise);

‘' Answer. I have never been a member of General Pillow’s mess
nor have I in any way acted for him as anaid-de-camp from Pueb]a;
to Memco. Whilst General Pillow was stationed at Mixcoac, his
interpreter, Mr. Jewett, was absent, and in his stead, and by,his,

Jewett’s request, I provided for General Pillow’s mess, as Jewett

had done. :

Question by judge advocate. Did .

_ . you accompany th
Genere_n_l Pillow’s command, during the movemegts ¥rome ﬁ?;ggagf
?:)?fesli!?lg.tbf‘ attack‘upondChapultepee, and during that march weré
ill acting as provi f th

e last? aagp erof the mess,.on the 12th -and 13th of

Answer. I did accompany General Pillow’ '

. ) _ ow’s command duri

movements specified in the question, but not as the p:loviduersnff thhig

mess. I ‘was with the light b 4
Guptoisdlagnter's cnnsel:tg. attery of Captain Magruder, by

Ql;iesuon by judge advocate. State to the court about what time

you first spoke with General Pillow about this howitzer, and, as

near as you canrecollect, the substance of that conversatioil so far
J

as the howitzer was concerned?
éf:}:;]i\;?;ri:;{;r(}beferel é had been sent for by General Pillow
eneral Scott,in reference totrophi i .
When I went to General Pillo, i bl g sy
? w, at his request, he asked i
ha((lI a smatlllIhownzer, taken from C.hapullepec,—said that ?11: }faﬁ
u}z: erstoo had_, and remarked that he had gotinto some difficult
a "11‘“ those howitzers, and that I must turn in the one I had yI
;ei;inlhwoulld do Sol’) and that I would go to General Scott and ex
ow I came by it; to which General Pillow gt
must go immediately, sir;””"I accordingl e
; _ i t, failed t Gen-
eral Scott, but saw one of his staff Gt e
: : officers, to whom I m
ze:)t:averz‘;ztemgnt,ﬂ:n substance, in respect to ’this howitzer, as?(}eh;];:
e. In the conversation with General Pill ]
of, he said that he had been told by hi e
b een ¥ his orderly and servant that I
placed in the waggon and brought to
‘ € town.
an?t::ﬁl::enyh:));];d%e adlzvocapa}.l I&tate to the co'urgt about \:};}at time
ou first spoke with Mr. Rogers of the navy, i
::J{; t:zhes: howitzers, and, as near as you can recoliect, tgé Lﬁggtsﬁfs:
‘that conversation; also state the time and nature of any subse-
quent conversation, or transaction, between Mr. Rogers of t}i‘l ok
aniyourseif,'ﬂflatéve to these howitzers? 4 b
nswer. e first conversation I ever h i ‘R
i ad with Mr.
?}b:nu:i-atlh;)s‘?] howitzers, was on the day of the conversatioﬁo\%?::
Gener Il{ ow above referred to. I had known, before that time
A thr, k(l_)gers_had taken from Chapultepec one of those howit:
18, though- he thad not told me so. I met Mr. Rogers on the
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street, after I had seen General Pillow, on the day referred to.
Rogers asked me if I had seen General Pillow. T answered, yes;
and asked, in return, what was to be done about those howitzers;
to which he replied that he would see some captain—Captain Hu-
ger, T think—and endeavor to get his permission to keep his howit-
ger, and to take it home, if he could. T have had no conversation,”
or transaction, with him since about the howitzers. Rogers, when ¢
I met him on the street, seemed surprised that the order had been
made by General Scott about the howitzers; seemed surprised that
Geneoral Scott should know anything about it. He never intimated
to me that General Pillow knew anything about it, nor 'did 'he
then, in any way, directly or indirectly, intimate to me that General
Pillow did not know anything about nis, Rogers, having a howitzer,
Question by judge advocate. You have stated, in your reply to
the last question, that you had known before that Mr. Rogers had
taken one of the howitzers frora Chapultepec, although he had not
told you so; state, then, to the court in what way, and when, you
derived that knowledge? 8 o :
Answer. On the morning of the attack upon Chapultepec, and
after it had fallen, two soldiers of the voltigeurs, who had in charge
a Mexican prisoner, told me that Mr. Rogers had removed that
howitzer from its carriage, pointing to the carriage;gand, also, a
teamster standing near told me the same thing—and, s well as I
now recollect, anotlier. teamster, the same who had my howitzer in
charge, told me that he had one, too, for Mr. Rogers, of the navy.

Question by judge advocate. You have said, in the beginning of

_your evidence to-day, that you had no personal knowledgz of the
removal of but one howitzer—state now to the court if you have
ever made a written statement or certificate, in respect (o these two
howitzers, for General Pillow, and at his request? .

Answer. Yes; I have. .

Question by judge advocate. Can you state to the court, if it is.
your pleasure, why, in that written statement or certificate alluded
to in the foregoing question, you have affirmed that you did know
personally that Mr. Rogers had brought off the other howitzer,and,.
as you believe, under circumstances similar to those of the removal
of the one by you—there being a discrepancy or difference, as to
facts, between that written statement and your evidence here this
morning? - '

Answer. From the information that I derived from the voltigeurs:
and teamsters, as above recorded, as also from my conversation
with Rogers in the street, likewise recorded above, I felt enabled
to say, in the aforesaid written statement, that I did personally
know that Mr. Rogers had brought off the other howitzer, and

under the same circumstances as myself. I had also seen the
howitzer in the wagon with mine, and was told: by the teamster
that Mr. Rogers had caused it to be placed there; I am not positve

that I saw both in the wagon at the'same time. :

Question by judge advocate. You have stated in your testimony.
this morning that Rogers, when he met you on the street, expressed

 his surprise that General Scott should have known anything about




following explanation or

[es]. e

the howitzers, but that he, Rogers, did ot intimate to you, in any
way, directly or indirectly, that General Pillow knew anything about
them; can you state to the court, 1f it is your pleasure, why you
have affirmed in the aforesaid written statement that Rogers, on
the .occasion of meeting you.in the street, seemed surprised that
General Pillow should know anything about the howitzers, and
wondered how he found it out—thus setting forth an intimation on
the part of Rogers to you that General Pillow knew nothing about
his (Rogers) having a howitzer—there b

ference, as to facts, between your writte

b statement and your evi-
dence here this morning?

'The witness here requested that his written stat
‘read'to the court. By direction of the court it was ‘read, as re-
corded, in the following words and figures, to wit:
_ “ Mex1c0, October 17, 1847,
“While General Pillow wasg wholly disabled for duty from his
wound recejved in storming Chapultepec, I caused to be removed
from that place, as a trophy for myself, one of the small howitzers,
captured in taking Chapultepec. ~ General Pillow had no know-
ledge of my intention ‘to take this piece asa trophy; nor did he
know I had @moved it. It was done without his knowledge, au-
thority, or consent, either expressed or implied. I paid the team-
- ster, who drove his baggage wagon, three dollar, to haul it to the
city of Mexico for me. = Licutenans Rogers, of the navy, I know
personally brought off the other howitzer, and, as I feel very con-
dent, under circumstances precisely similar to those under which
I brought mine, and at the same time. On the day that General
Pillow communicated to me the special order of General Scott, in
regard to these pieces; which was about the 8th or 9¢th instant, T
met Mr. Rbgers in the streets of the city; he asked me if I had

seen General Pillow about the howitzers, and asked me how Pillow
knew we had them? He further asked
done'so? He th
making
; he did not intimate that

thing about the pieces, but expressed ‘su
wanted to know how he found it out.

“Witness: :

“S. Jewerr,

S Hooxeg,
 Acting adjutans general.”

Aft_er the Paper had been read, the witness desired to correct or
explain his evidence before the court, and submited, in writing, the’
correction, viz; ;

“He (Rogers) never intimated to
that he had removed it, (the howit
that he knew the fact;

“J. F. WELSH.

me that General Pillow knew

_ 1tzer,) but expressed a surprise
he did not intimate that he advised, or had

eing a diserepancy or dif- -

ement might be -
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taken the piece under the direction q:;_equflst gf General Pillow,
in any m: hatever, directly or indirectly.” )
o X?tiruiz?;i;;;anation or correction by the witness, the questions
e DA Wh ote the certificate or writ-
ior judge advocate. Who wrote :
t :?u:t?tlgrﬁe]ﬁ Jin greference to the two hownzers,dgst read before
tf:e court dated October 17, and signed by ymi;"slei P
Answer. It is in the handwriting of General Pillow; ot iy
. ns'stio-n by judge advocate., ‘Was that statement wr:kt ;ndow{: b
pr?sgzce, andy from your dictation; were the words _ta.e
. : . ' :
yo;r sspvsg-e t’il‘i?;l statement or certificate was written :)ytg:ré}e;; ‘
Pil'lgw' in.my presence. I first madea verbal statement ?ear iR
1 of all the facts; he wrote them down as they a_ppat e
el;xalzuer and I signed it as my own, as it accorded accurately
P )

my statement at the time.

i bal statement made in
nestion by judge advocate. Was your verbal .
th?u;:::lszzcey 'Lf gvitnesses, and did Gene;al Pillow read over th
i t in presence of witnesses 4 i :
wrxtes:v::at;ln:ﬂen.]:\:vgtt, General Pillow’s interpreter, entg;egt;th;
Cdonil ‘il whithe GhueruliPillow ui By otes whilst the said state-
ment was being prepared, but whether he came n;:r .
stating the facts, or whilst General .Plilmév was writing, 1
ertain Mr. Jewett heard it read. . : -
saauegt?orz Sx:)yrjudge advocate. When General Pillow ha;ih;gt;in
the statement, and whilst he was readmg it to youf, v::'aisn ot 'statejz
discussion between you in relation to any point or fae
q 3 -
mefg:l;swer Nothing more than that I remarked '{{hat -t_Ihlw1&*}1:39(;‘13 tfi::
statement altered in its reference to my having ta v'l'ni weasl.)nut o
myself. General Pillow said that was not materia ,take‘n bg
g;nt in question. I stated, at that time, that it Wasd b s
1f}or the purpose mentioned in my evidence to-daj‘rl, anI pot el
self individually. * The statement was not altere _la;s e L
I did not persist in 'it. No doubt it would have been e
had desired. This was the only point of dlﬂ'er(eince 1;1t1;lenp 1y
this statement, either at the time of being read or y
tmg{xestion by court. Did- you ask or procure the p:rn:;sus:oo:}ecii
any officer to take the howitzer from its carriage, or to )
ltepec? e 2
fsoifélgﬁuﬂ?: I did not; nor was alnjé officer present when it was
1 oved, to my knowledge. 3 i
dlsénlfeuslt!{:g l?yr f:?)[\?rt. Did you, before the order about l;ro;;&l}iz: tdeid i
any officer that you had taken the gun; and if so, to
icate it? _ : e
yoﬁ:;vﬁ?u}n:zp;ose fifty people knew that I had thfhp:elcetzoli)sf:)}:e
I received orders to turn it in, but I do no_:ﬁrgéollect a
to any officer. I named it to many o P i
fa(au{e)s?ioi by court. Where was the gun stored in lﬂllz'i%ﬁ:l:v);s iy
Answer: In the dwelling of Mr. Jewett, General Pi
f)reter, where I then bgarded, as now.




