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sence of officers of the army, that General Pillow desired to throw
upon you the responsibility of moving two small howitzers from
Chapultepec, but that you would not stand it—that you were desi-
‘rous of seeing the commander-in-chief, to put the matter in its
true light—that General Pillow did know that the howitzers were
in the wagon, and that, when told that they were there, he had said
they should remain, for,he was ‘ as much entitled to trophies cap-
tured at Chapultepec as any one else,” or words to this effect?
Answer. I did so assert in the presence of some officers, so far
as his wish to throw the responsibility upon me is concerned, and
T said I wished to make an explapation, and to see the command-
er-in-chief to dn so. Isaid General Pillow knew that they were
there, and said further, that General Pillow had remarked when I
told him the howitzers were in the waggon, that he was entitled

to trophies, or words to that effect. The responsibility referred to,

was that of taking the howitzers, not of removing them to town.
Question by judge advocate. Have you any reason to know or
believe that General Pillow was ignorant of the removal of the
howitzers to town?
Answer. I am not aware whether he did, or did not know of
their removal at the time.

. The inves'tigation by the judge advocate here closed, and Gen-
eral Pillow asked the following: '

Question by General Pillow. What was your design in re-
moving the piece from General Pillow’s quarters, if you were then
under the impression that General Pillow intended to keep the
pieces?

Answer. In a trophy of that kind“I did not think any one

could assert a superior right, and intended to keep it if it were not
reclaimed, if I was nof, ordered to give it up.

Question by General Pillow. - You have stated that General Pil-
low did not know jod brought the piece to town, as far as you
know, why or how . could he wish to throw the responsibility on
you if you were not in fact responsible?

Answer. I don’t know why, but my impression was that he de-
gsired to throw the responsibility on me. i)

Question by General Pillow. After you had caused the howit-
zer to be removed from Chapultepec, and had taken it to your own
quarters for yourself, without the knowledge of General Pillow,
so faras you knew, as you have stated, do you consider that the
responsibility should rest upon General Pillow?

The witness declined answering this question, stating to the .

court that he did not think it a fair question, or one which he
should be called on to answer. o
- The court, however, decided that there was no good objection to
his answering, when the witness made the following
Answer. No; I do not.- :
Question by General Pillow. ‘You have stated in the presence
of officers, as you have acknowledged in evidence, that I was try-
ing to threw the responsibility upon you, and that you-wished to
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_see the general-in-chief to put the matter in its right light; did
‘you mean by such .remark to intimate to the officers that 'th’e.ré-
sp_ﬁ'l_:lSlblll_t_y should rest with General Pillow, or 'on'ly 1o say that
it did not belong to yourself; or did you intend neither the one
nor the other of such conclusions? ; i Mo
- Answer. 1 did not intend or desire those present to understand
from my language, that I thought the responsibility should belong
to General Pillow. ? i i 7 i 5
* Question by Geners] Pillow. In'the couversation with the off-
cers, before referred to, you stated ““that General Pillow did know
that the howitzers were in the wagon,” did you mean by such
remark to intimate to the officers that General Pillow was aware
that the howitzer would be brought to town, or in any measure
permitted, or sanctioned the bringing of the howitzers to the c'ity?
Answer. I'did not mean to intimate that General Pillow had
any knowledge of, or in any manner permitted or sanctioned the
removal of the howitzers to the city. I had reference entirely to
the first information I gave him that they were in the wagon, ..
Question by the court. State to the court whether, according.
to your opinion, the remark of General Pillow, when you reported .
that the howitzers were in the wagon, ‘‘very well, I think T am
;_e‘ntltled to them, &c.,” was uttered peculiarly, and under the ex-
cm;me‘nt natural to such an oceasion, or from premeditated desire:
:;fef;[%nt;?; approp_nate to himself, W%Lh unwo_rthy motlve?__the_gun's
Answer. I thought he made use of the words peculiarly—for he
replied laughingly. . ! ~ e
There being no further examination for this wi'tne'ss, he was dis-
wissed, and the court adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9
o’clock. - ' L

. Mexrco,  October 25, 1847.
~The court met pursuant to adjournment. ' Present: All the mem-
bers and the judge advocate. e b 3
Major General Pillow likewise in ‘attendance. :
. The nvestigation was continued on the part. of General Pillow,
by calling into court, as witness, Lieutenant Justin Hodge,'ch'in:

‘fantry, who, being duly sworn; made the following answers to the

questions: .
. Question by General Pillow. State whether, or not, you assisted
In removing one of the small howitzers captured at,Chap.ullepec
from its carriage; and, if so, by whose order or permission, if an :
and for what purpose, and where placed? ' : %
Answer.gl assisted in moying one. I had no order or permission
for s0 doing. I removed it for the purpose of taking it to .Con-
Bechicut with me. I placed it in a wagon, which General Pillow’s
orderly told me was one of his staff wagons. R
. Question by General Pillow. Did. the orderly of General Pil-
low assist you in removing the picce by your direction; had Gen-
eral Pillow any knowledge of the transaction, as far as"jr'o.u know,
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and why did you not retain the piece after you had placed it in
the wagon? ?

Answer. As regards the assistance of  the orderly in ~dismount-

ing the piece, I am not certain; but he did help me to put it in
the wagon. ‘The piece, with its carriage, was about forty yards
from the wagon, and in sight from it. General Pillow, so far as 1
know, had no knowledge of the “transaction. I sent my sergeant
for the piece on the morning of the 14th. I had placed it in the
wagon about 3 o’clock on the afternoon of the 13th. When the
sergeant returned to me, he reported that ‘he had seen General
Pillow’s orderly, who told him somebody had stolen the piece.

Question by General Pillow. Do you know anything more about
the piece you removed? d :

Answer. I do not.

Question by General Pillow. At the time you removed one

piece, did you see another like it near by, and do you know any-
thing in regard to the removal of that othér piece?

‘Answer. I did not see the other piece at the time I'temoved one.
I had seen both pieces on their carriages in the morning shortly
after our troops entered the place, and I wanted to get the other
piece instead of the one I did get; but it had been removed from

its carriage when I took the one, as stated, and I have no know-|

ledge of its removal. _ AR

There being no further questions to be asked this witness, he
was-dismissed, and Lieutenant Colonel Joshua Howard was called
into court at General Pillow’s request, and beingduly sworn, made
the following answers to questions asked: j

‘Question by General Pillow. State whether, or not, _you ascer-
tained and reported to General Pillow that the two small howit-

zers, captured at Chapultepec, were missing on the day of the 13th

September; and about what time was that report made?

Answer. I missed the howitzers some time in the afternocon of

the 13th. On the evening of that day, General Pillow sent to me
to speak about the defences of the place—to caution me against a
surprise. I then, amongst other things, told him that I had missed
two small howitzers that had been taken from their carriages.

" ‘Question by General Pillow. At about what time did you ascer-

tain that the howitzers were in General Pillow’s wagon, and re-
port the fact to him? -
Answer. It was on the 14th, not later than the middle of the
afternoon, that I found that the howitzers were in the wagon of
General Pillow, and I instantly reported the fact to him. :
Question by General Pillow. State also when General Pillow

was removed from Chapultepec, and whether, or not; yot had any.

conversation with him upon the subject of these howitzers after
you had made your report about them on the 14th; state every-
thing you know material to the case? :

Answer. I never remember speaking:to General Pillow upon the
subject after I made my, report on the 14th. He wasremoved I
think on the 15th. I first discovered that these, or rather one of
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tlh‘e_‘_hownz_-ers was missing on the afternoon of the 13th by a wag-
oner coming to the gate and desiring to be admitted. As T W%s
@ good deal troubled by that kind of visiters, T asked him what he
wanted; he said he wanted a small howitzer; that Mr. Welsh had
sent him for it. I told him there was none there for him. He gaid
Mr. Welsh had told him to come and find General Pillow’s servant
and ‘tpat he would give him, the driver, a howitzer for Welsh. I
told him there was none there for him, and to go about his business
and he went off. It wasnot until some hours after this that T
found out the other howitzer was gone the same afternoon, when I
reported the fact of their disappearance to General Pi’ll'ow as
stated. ' I was engaged in looking for those guns until some time

~in the afternoon of the 14th, without finding them, and was then

about to send for Welsh to arrest him, belieyine h ;

: ; ; ving he had thém, when
Captain Beale, of the 14th, told me I could save myself the tjl-oubIe
of sending to Tacubaya for Welsh, for the guns were in that wag- .
on, pointing to one near. I went to the wagon, found the guns
ascertained it was ‘General Pillow’s wagon, and put a guard ovei"
It then reported to General Pillow that the guns were in his
:vlriago&, butldon’t th&nk I entered into any details about them, as

e General was suffering much from hj ] id not
et g his Wound,\ and T did not

Question by General Pillow. State wheth

_ n by : ; er or not Mr. Rogers
claimed either of the pieces on ‘the 14th: state ar i
mag have made in regard to it? : : a.n}f e

nswer. While I ,was removing the guard from th

a. ¥ i e
which Thad caused to be placed over it, and after T had had‘zzgi?ll—l
terview with General Pillow, as stated above, Mr, Rogers passed
the wagon, and asked ¢ what is the row;” T made him some in-
different answer, I don’t recollect what, when he remarked, ¢ it is
1o use to try to get those guns for one of them is mine, and,I’ll be
damned if I don’t'take it home with me,” or words to that effect:
and. during that day, or the next, I heard Mr. Rogers use similar
lapguage, stating that he would not take any money for that gun
for he wanted to take it home with him. i
1 Question by General Pillow. State whether or rot General Pil-
row _sa1i, ltr;x rt_ep_lyft_o your report on the 14th, that he had already
eceive al " information, about the . ing  in his w:
Bt g y abou e .guns b{emg In his wagon,

Answer. I don’t remember that he said he h i in-
~Ansy : : had received the in-
formation from Mr. Rogers; but Irecollect he stated that Mr. Wei;!h
_an:d Mr. Rogers had interested themselves about the howitzers. I
inferred from what he said that he knew the guns.were in the

' Wagon.

Question® by General Pillow. You have said tha N
E'H'ther conversations with: General Pillow after y;u{*go};?jd'l:g
];m?that the guns were in the wagon; please state if General Pil-
if: ® wagon was sent on that day to Mixcoac for somé trunks, and
i gonversation you have had with Lieutenant Hagner and Cap-

in Huger had refefence to the fime the agon was ordered to

ixcoac, or to some other occasion,
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3 Ané;wer. After I had relieved the guard, or removed it from
General Pillow’s wagon, I took no further trouble about the guns,
‘and no further notice of the wagon. I don’t know whether it

went to Mixcoac, or not; don’t know that it went out of the yard..

I don’t recollect to have referred to any time, in a conversation
with Lieutenant Hagner and Captain Huger. I mean, I don’t re-
member to have referred to any time of, the wagon’s leaving Cha-
pultepec, in that conversation. : -

General Pilléw not desiring to ask further questions, the investi-
gation was continued on the part of the court, as follows:

Question by judge advocate. When you reported on the 13th to
General . Pillow the disappearance of the guns, did his words or
manner indicate any previous knowledge, on his part, of such dis-
appearance; if so, how?

Answer. I reported that disappearance about twilight, on the .

-13th, and I don’t think there was any indication by General Pil-
low that he had known, before my report, of the disappearance of
the guns. - :

Q%estion by judge advocate. When you made that report, on the
13th, did General Pillow give you any orders or directions about
the guns?

Answer. None. %

Question by judge advocate. After you had placed a guard over
General Pillow’s wagon, as stated, by whose order or direction
was it removed? R R - ThaL

_Answer. By my order; by no direction to“me from any higker
authority. : _

Question by judge advocate. Why was the guard removed?

Answer. Because I learned from General Pillow, upon the oceca-
sion of my interview with him, referred to on the 14th, that there

was no objection to the guns going out ef the garrison, to be taken

away from it. ;

Question by judge advocate. You have stated, in your last an-
swer, that you learned from General Pillow thgt then_z was no'ob-
jection to the guns going away from the garrison, will you state
to the court, as precisely as you can recollect, the words by which
General Pillow induced such an understanding on your part?

Answer. General Pillow said that Mr. Welsh and Mr. Rogers
had interested themselves in getting those guns to be taken away
as trophies, and that I better not interfere, but to let them go; or
wards to that purpose. _ .

Question by judge advocate. Was the wagon being prepared to
start anywhere, when you placed or removed the guard as referred
to? .

Answer. Yes; the horses or mules were about being hitched up.

Question by judge advocate. Did you ask, or know to what
place the wagon was going? -

Answer. I did not. : :

Question by judge advocate. Did you report to General Pillow
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that the wagon was about starting, and did he say anything as to
its destination? e N
Answer. I think I told him it was about to start; he did not tell
me where it was going. _
Question by judge advocate. Whilst General Pillow was at Cha-
pultepec, did you ever receive any order from him to have these
guns taken out of the wagon; did any such order ever reach you,

ceither through an officer of his staff, or through any officer of your

regiment or command?

Answer. Never. _

Question by judgeadvocate. Have you ever spoken to Mr. Welsh
about these howitzers; if so, when, and what did he say? _

Answer. Tneversaw Mr. Welsh to know him before last Saturday,
after he had been examined before the court, then some conversa-
tion did occur between him and me. - :

Question by Generzl Pillow. State whether or not General Pil-
low remarked, during the same conversation, on the 14th, that if
any one was entitled to those guns, as trophies taken at Chapulte-
pec, he thought he was, and whether or.not, you replied that you
thought he was entitled to the biggest gun at Chapultepec, and
whether or not, from that conversation, you inferred that the small
howitzers were intended for him? ; ;

Answer. General Pillow did make some such remark, and T re-
plied that, “in my mind, he was entitled to the biggest gun in
Chapultepec,” and I did, at that time, from the whole that passed
between us, infer that the guns were intended for him. Subse-

_ guently, T have had reason to suppose that my impression might
‘have been erroneous, and that the guns might have been intended
for Welsh and Rogeérs, individually. Taking into consideration

Mr. Rogers’s language to me, on the l4th, as.quoted, and Mr,
Welsh’s having sent,for one gun on the 13th, T have since thought
that I might have been mistaken 'in my supposition that the guns
were intended for General Pillow. I have stated, as far as I can
remember, all the conversation that occurred about these guns be-
tween General Pillow and myself. : :

Question by court. What was your reason for placing a guard
over the wagon, when you found the guns were in it? Were you
the commanding officer of Chapultepec, officer of the day, orin any
Way connected with public property?

Answer. I was commanding officer of Chapultepec, and had been
Placed in charge of all the public property and prisoners there; and,
having been looking for the howitzers for the previous twenty-four

hours, I was determined they should not escape me, when I had
once found them. : : .

.. Question by court. Why, when you found the guns in the wagon,

did you not immediately take them out, instead: of placing a guard
over the wagon? ' :

Answer. Because I had found them in General Pillow’s wagon,
and did not want'to come into personal collision with him. T had
been placed in command by General Scott himself; but, whilst
General Pillow was there I frequently referred questions to him,
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There being no desire to examine the witness further he was dis-
missed, and at General Pillow’s request, Lieutenant George W.

Rains, 4th artillery, was called into court asa witness, and being

duly sworn, testified as follows:

Question by General Pillow. State what you know relative to

the removal of the two small howitzers, captured at Chapultepee,
and what orders General Pillow gave respecting them?

“Answer, T am an aid-de-camp of General Pillow. In the early
part of the evening of September 14th, after dark, at Chapultepec,
in General Pillow’s quarters, all of hisstaff, including Mr. Rogers,
I think, were assembled with himself. ;

- Lieutenant Freeland, acting adjutant of the 15th infantry, en-
tered the room with a message from Lieut. Col. Howard, to the
effect that Brigadier General Pierce had sent to him, Colonel H.,
for two companies from the garrison of Chapultepee, to strengthen
the force under General P. at Tacubaya. :

‘This message, by Lieutenant F., infroduced a conversation about
the defences of the place, and in the course of conversation I re-
marked that it was a pity those howitzers had been taken away,
that they would have added materially to the defences of the post,
when Mr. Rogers, I think, remarked that the howitzers were in
General Pillow’s wagon. General Pillow immediately directed me

-to have them taken out and Placed in battery for defence, and
to look generally to the proper defences of the place, and directed

Lieutenant Ripley, A. D. C., to assist me in this duty, remarking .

that as we were both artillery officers that was 2 matter we ought
to understand. I was under the impression that General Pillow at
. the same time directed Licutenant Freeland, acting adjutant of the
post, to convey t6 Colonel Howard the same order in respect to
the howitzers in the wagon, and in respect to the defences gene-
rally, but Lieutenant T, says he was net so ordered, and it is pos-
sible I may be mistaken.
Upon inquiry and investigation by Mr. Ripley and myself, we
found that no ammunition for the howitzers could be obtained
without entering the magazine, and as we had no lantern fit for
such purpose it was decided not to enter the magazine, and there-
. fore, as we had no fit ammunition, not to mount the howitzers.
We made other dispositions accordingly, without these howitzers,
and did not remove them from the wagon. After completing the
duty of ‘looking to the defences, I returned to General P. and re-
ported what we had done, stating that we had not used the howit-
zers, and the reason for not doing so; but I did not state that I
bad not taken them out of the wagon, had not placed them on
their carriages.  Afterand from the moment of repotrting, as above,
to General Pillow, I neither knew nor heard anything in relation
to these howitzers until after the publication of General Scott’s
order, in relation to trophies, &e., captured. -

Question by General Pillow. Did you send General Pillow’s
wagon from Caapultepec to Mixcoac, for forage, on September 142

Apswer. On the morning of September 14, at Chapultepec, I
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requested Mr. Rogers to send the wagon to l\?ﬁmoac_ for the purpose
of bringing some baggage from there, and I also directed that for-
age should be brought back, as T had understood we had none.
The wagon went,and returned the same day. General Pl]l-_ow came
to,Mexico on the 15th. ; pgt :
Question by General Pillow. Have you any reason to believe
that General P. knew anything more of the howitzers, from the
time of your report, on the night of the 14th of September, until
after the issue of General Scott’s order in relation to trophies, &c?
Answer. None.

The examination of this witness by General Pillow here ceased,
and the investigation continued on the part of the court.

Question by judgeadvocate. Didyou know,orhad you any reason
to believe, that the two howitzers were in General Pillow’s Wagg;;
at the time you remarked “it was a pity they had been taken away*’?

Answer. I did not know, and had no:reason to believe, that they
were in his wagon. , - Stue 1L

Question by judge advocate. When ordered by General Pillow

to have the howitzers removed from the wagon and mounted. for the .

defence of the place, did you suppose that order was induced by an
anxiety, or care, on the part of General Pillow for the proper de-
fence of the place at the time, or that it resulted from a wish, or
determination, on his part to restore the guns to their carriages, as
belonging to the public armament of fortress? : e

Answer. Both. T believed it was his design to restore them to
their carriages, both because they might be useful for defencey and
because they belonged to the public armament of the fort.

Question by judge advocate. At the time you made the remark
in reference to these howitzers, which was foHo_wed by his, General
Pillow’s, order to remove and dismount them, did you suppose that
General Pillow did, or did not know, where these guns were?

Answer. T was under the impression, at the time, that he did not
know where they were. '

Question by judge advocate. Have you any reason to know or
believe, that General Pillow knew that you sent the wagon to Mix-
coae on the 14th, or that the wagon was going there?

Answer. None. ; .

The examination of the witness here ended, and at General Pil-
low’s request Lieutenant R. S: Ripley, aid-de-camp to General
Pillow, was called into court, and being duly sworn, testified as fol-

lows:

‘Question by General Pillow.’ State whether you were present

~when Mr. Rogers and Col. Howard reported that the two small

howitzers were in General Pillow’s wagon, on the 14th of Sep-
tember, and what passed at the time? .
Answer. I was present when either Colonel Howard or Mr.
Rogers, or both at the same time, and I think both were present at
the same time, reported to General Pillow, on September 14, in
the afternoon, that two small howitzers liad been found in his wag-
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gon. T don’t recollect the exact words that passed, but the
amount of the conversation was the expression of General Pillow’s
satisfaction that they were not lost—that they were safe, and the
fact of their being found in his waggon gave rise to a good deal of
pleasantry. . . ' '-
Question by General Pillow. Have you any reason to believe
that General Pillow knew that the howitzers were to be broughd
to town? ; ) :
Answer. No. : : 04l
Question by General Pillow. Were you ordered by General Pil-
low to assist in mounting these pieces on the night of the 14th?
And what was your report to him, if any? T
Answer. I was ordered by General Pillow to assist Lieutenant
Rains in mounting these” howitzers, in connexion with other duty
relating to the general defences of the place. The pieces were
not mounted, for the reason that it was dark at the time, and no
ammunition could be found without. going into the magazine,
which was deemed unsafe. I do not recollect of making any re-
port to General Pillow in relation to the non-removal of the how-
itzer from the waggon; nor do I recollect to have been present at
any report which Mr. Rains may have made in relation to them
after he had been ordered to move them.

The examination of this witness here ended; and, at the request
of General Pillow, Captain J. B. Hooker, A. A. G.;, was called as
a witness, and, being duly sworn, testified as follows: '

Question by General Pillow. Did you report to General Pillow
that two small howitzers had been brought away from Chapulte-
pec? When did you first make that report? In what way and
from whom had your information been derived? :

Answer. After General Scott’s order had been issued upon the
subject of trophies, &c., I learned, on the evening of October 8, in

- a conversation with Lieutenant Haguner, that two small howitzers,
captured at Chapultepec, had not been turned in, Upon my return
home that evening, I first reported that fact to General Pillow.
Early next morning General Pillow sent for Mr. Rogers and -Mr.
Welsh in relation to these howitzers, and, on the same day, he ad-
dressed a note to General Scott on this subject. ‘

" Question by General Pillow. Have you any reason to know or

. believe that General Pillow was. aware that those howitzers had
been brought to the city, and were in the city, prior to your report
to him on the evening of October 82 -

Answer. None.

- General Pillow here notified the court that he had no further
eyidence fo bring before it, but that he desired to submit a short
explanation to accompany the proceedings. '

The court then adjourned, to meet the following day at 9
o’clock. S
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Mgexico, October .26,' 1847.

The court met pursuant to adjournment: present, all the mem-
bers and judge advocate. ik

A note from General Pillow, dated Mexico, October 24, 1847,
and addressed to the judge advocate, was received and read, and
ordered by the court to be engrossed with the proceedings. .\
*A communication from Mr. Rogers, of the navy, was received

and read. He asked to be permitted to submit a statement explan-

atory of some discrepancies in his evidence. The court decided
to receive any statement from Mr. Rogers in writing, upon which
he shounld be sworn, and the statement attached to accompany the

~ proceedings.

To permit Mr. Rogers to prepare the statement, and to allow the
judge advocate time to bring up the proceedings, the court ad--
journed to meet to-morrow at 9 o’clock. ‘

Mexico, October 27, 1847.

The court met pursuant to adjournment: present, all the mem-
bers and the judge advocate.

A written statement or explanation was received from Mr. Rogers,
upon which he was sworn by the judge advocate, in the presence
of the court, and the court then directed (it to be attached to ac-
company the record, and also to be embodied with the record copies
of the statements of Mr. Rogers, of October 17,.0f Lieutenants
Rains and Ripley, of October 18, and the reports an‘d letters of
General Pillow to the general-in-chief, read before the court, in
relation to the two howitzers, of October 9, 18, and 19, as well as
his explanatory statement to the judge advocate of the court, of
October 24: :

The court then proceeded to deliberate upon the evidence before
ity and after mature reflection upon the subject, and in compliance
with the order which convened the court, directing the court to
report the facts and circumstances, the court find and does report
the following ;

. Facts and circumstances.

. 1. That two small hewitzers, captured at Chapultepec, were re-
moved {rom their carriages during the forenoon of September 13;
one was removed by and under the direction of Mr, Welsh, a fol-
lower of the army, especially of the 3d division, and the other by
and under the direction’of Lieutenant Hodge, Sth infantry, and, so
far as the testimony shows, this removal from their carriages was
made without the previous knowledge, authority, or consent of
Major General Pillow. When the guns were taken-from their car-
riages they were placed, at separate times, by the two 'll’ldlflduﬁ-ls
who had removed them, in the baggage wagan of Major General

’




