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[Nore.—~The first sheet of the original of this letter was lost. ] H

# % % Scott, a man of superior talentsin the art of war,as it
appears, considering the position of Valencia very advantageous,
established a small portion of his troops in a ravine very near our
batteries, from whence he could use his muskets to advantage with-
out injury from us, he, Scott, having no artillery. Afterwards, he
sent a column, with three light pieces of artillery, to take a posi-
tion on the heights on the right of Valencia’s camp, and another
body of troops on the left of Valencia,in order to flank this gen-
eral. At about 6 o’clock in the morning, {of the 20th of August,)
he obtained his object, having ‘troops concealed on both flanks of
Valencia, and a very few in front, with a number of wagons, to
¢all the attention of Valencia that way. :

The column which, on the previous afternoon, had taken position
on the right of - Valencia, Scott ordered should get into the rear
during the night, and the body of troops that were:in front of Va:
lencia the same afternoon were divided, one part of which took
the right of Valencia; and,in the mean time, he had sentreinforce-
ments to the body stationed on the left, obliging his soldiers to
cross a river half body (up to the waist) deep. In this manner
Valencia, during the night, was entirely cut off, and, at 6 o’clock
the next morning, he was attacked at the same time in the front,
in the rear, and on both flanks. The engagement lasted about two
hours, the result of which was that all our artillery was lost, with
the entire train, ammunition, and all; a- great many killed and
wounded, and those who were not made prisoners were entirely
dispersed. On the afternoon of the day previous, Yalencia; seeing
that he was in danger of being flanked, asked assistance of Santa
Anna, who ordered him to retire immediately, but he, Valencia,
did not retire, probably because he considered victory possible.
Valencia did not send for reinforcements once, but several times,
on 41l which occasions he was refused by Santa Anna, and the or:
‘der to retire was repeated; on account of which, after the unfor:
tunate result of the engagement, Santa Anna ordered this general
{o be shot for disobedience. Some assure us there is foundation
for this order, for Valencia was very obstinate, and thereby caused '
the loss of the whole army; still, others do not think so,as, having
behaved with valor, saves him from all discreditable imputations.

My opinion is that Santa Anna should have sent Valencia rein-
forcements, and should have procured a victory by any meaes, and
after that chastised him for his disobedience of orders. In this

- manner he would have rendered an importantservice to the nation,
and it would have been a salutary example for generals-in-chief in
future. Scott; having destroyed our best troops, the flower of the
army, then proceeded with his forces and attacked the main army
immediately afterwards, that is to say, those stationed st San An-
tonio and Churubusco and Mexicalcingo, thereby effecting, in one
single day, the destruction of an army of more than thirty thousand
men. This North American general, in a strange country, has

~of a few killed, are prisoners.

. in number 6,000 men, perfectly well eq
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fought us in detail and destroyed our large army
our generai should have done with respect to his a;
~ Itisnow b eo’clock in the afternoon, and the enemy has sent i
an mtlm?tmn_allowing 48 hours for the evacuation of this cit sz
that their (his) troops may occupy it. Our troops, which {;ith.'

great difficulty have been brought together, do not exceed eight or

nine thousand men, with which we can d i
> . 0 ;
lost their morale. HoEhiE e th?y have

The companies of Bravo and Independence, with

a thing which
my.

the exception
: Generals Salas and Gorostiza are
prisoners, as also others whose names I do not recollect. As yet.

S y

I hear of the death of only General Mehia and of F
: ' rontera, colonel
of cavalry. Itis also said, but not certainly, that Perdi:gan 0‘;:5_

killed. j ' i i
;na;da. I have just bee.n told that Brave is a prisoner, and also

o Ly Mexico, August 21, 1847,
o+ U.—MY MUCH LOVED AND RESPECTED FRIEND:
his appearance, on the 12th, near the Pefion, whicgi;){;;cnee?hj;m?lq;
not appear disposed to attack, it being too well fortified alnt,*.ythe1
went around.by the way of Chalco. - On the 16th they made thei
appearance at San. Augustin Tlalpam, and Valel?lcia immediat ellr
to__ok position on the hills of Contreras, near the town of San A . IY
with his brilliant division, brought by him from San Luis Pc?t%:i’
i uipped, and i ith
24?18(!&8 of cannon. This was a precauti%% te:ken bi;‘lrn;iiiimv:n:l
as no one thought that the Americans would take thg road frn )
San Augustin to Contreras, as it.is over a pedrigal. I do not knﬂrm
Mhether you are acquainted with the road, but even those who s
over 1t on foot encounter a thousand obstacles. [Pedrigal meaglo
v{:lcamp grounds exceedingly broken, full of sharp stones, risi 2
:hmost into precipices, and broken into immense chasms. | b-ért%%
A._e Americans went down to the hacienda of Coapa, and Santa
tl:::’la thought fit to place troops at San Antonio in order to impede
Th;l;sp{rogrfgs tléat way. Things remained in this position until
T (B};, ; e 19th, when the Americans, having overcome the ob-
4 es o the pedrzgql, presented themselves in front of Valencia
% thgavelt 31;1 a hard fight, having confidence, owing to the past’
i m_1vator of his troops; but, on the morning of the 20th, about
ﬁéstro;:dezl?fﬁ?: g‘,vi_;e. fﬁu‘?d ]l{un}?df l?ttacked by the enemy, who
ivision, took all of hi i -
ihc’zlllhsgnd dotlli;:s he had for the payments :;t;}il:i)gézgg Bhige
018 great disaster was increased in the afternoon at
:é]::xesliln the Yankees took the well fortified point at Chu?glc;‘;;ci,
i g:; great many deaths, and taking a great number of pris:
peate;! mi;)flclorct?:le;mi%;ne our state lill tl;e capital under such re-
: 5 the more 50, as all of our troops are dispersed
%a[j!‘g av::lar;a Brgom}:ntan]y-expectm_g__an attack u};)ou the: cf:)apitalf
: ‘os » Mr. J., and, in my opinion, there is no hope of repa-
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ration. Some people are spreading the report that Santa Anna is
implicated in.an intrigue; but this I know: is false, and no one has
~any right to suspect anything of the kind. i

-

- Who knows what is to become of us when these men come into.

the -capital? ; ; s : 21 tad
* % % Very possibly these devils will find some means to in-
tercept this letter, [indeed!] but, as I said to you before, I will

see by what stratagem I can send you my letters in future.B L

Mexico, August 21, 1847.

Dean : Yesterday was the date of a most bloody battle at
the edge of the stony ground of San Angel, and though until yes:
terday morning victory had declared itself in favor of our arms,
yet the enemy, favored by the darkness of the night, and by rain
and some corn-fields in that vicinity, found means ‘to place their
troops in all directions, taking possession of a height, and yester-
day morning they opened the action upon our forces on all sides,
from which resulted a dreadful slaughter and ‘a general dispersion,
which it was impossible to restrain. ' General Valencia lost his en-
tire battery, which is now in the hand of the enemy, consisting of
twenty-two cannon of large calibre. 2

* In consequence of this affair; there is a want ot confidence in all
parts; many saying that it was a deliberate surrender; but, accord-
ing to my opinion, the fault lies in the want of foresight and pre-

caution in our principal officers, who rely too much for success upon

numbers, while'the enemy neither sleep nor know fear in war.

7“We have lost Churubusco and more than five thousand men be-
tween killed and -wounded, without having been able to think how
to make the slightest advance—on the contrary, all has been lost:
To-day the lines (referring to the garitas) have been reinforced,

and the next action will be decisive, placing this capital in the hands

of the Yankees, or it will cease to exist. s Vi
' ' - D. A.

@
[Extract.]

Mexico, August 21, 1847,

ToR. C. C: On Thursday the firing commenced against Valen-
cia’s division, and continued until 5§, p. m., when the victory ap-
peared to be on our side, &c., [then follows the reverse. ] :

This can only be a curse of heaven, otherwise it would not have

been possible for the enemy to have given us such a severe blow.
#*

My Dear Peeita: After the immense misfortunes which have
befallen us, and the thousand fatigues and risks I have gone through,
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the hand of providence has saved me, and I reached the"capital
last evening. Pedro is well, and I have the pleasure of commend-
ing him to you. A. J.is well and saved himself. I cannot now
write you any more. And it appears there is an armistice of 48
hours, at the end of which I do not know what will occur. I will
notify you. 10

J. M.

s

o Mexico, 20th August, 1847,
My Dear Crurena: Wishing to relieve you of the fear and an-
guish so natural on account of the misfortunes that have beset us,
I wrote to you and concealed the truth, but now that the danger is
all over I will speak the truth,and say that we have been com-
letely routed, losing all of our fortifications in less than six hours.
%Ve have only a small portion of our troops left, which will leave
the  city to-morrow.: 'All personal danger .is now at an.end, and
nothing disturbs us but the sense of our calamities. = The spectacle
to-day has been:distressing, as you can well imagine; to-morrow it
will be worse, and I shall shut myself up between four walls to
avoid personal danger. | I will go to you if the diligence leaves to-
morrow, but this is not certain. As we have no more .combatants
in the city, the entrance of the enemy will be pacific;, we. shall
only have the mortification of seeing around us imperious visitors.
We have had enough of misfortune.

Mzzxico, August 21, 1847.;

G. M. & T: Mr. Trist'has been recognized as the commissioner
of the United States. To-morrow our government will listen to
him, If there is prudence observed something may be arranged,
and the future—God only knows what it will be. That the enemy
should have reached the very gates of ‘the city is not at all strange.
It was unavoidable, and conquerors cannot be restrained. The en-
emy are at Tacubaya, and I will at another time give you a de-
tailed account of Valencia’s discomfiture. :

(A young lawyer to his Sather.)

MEexrco, August 21, 1847.

* Dear Fatner: The end has proved,in ‘the most unequivocal
manner, the’ correctness of our prophecies.. The brigade under
Valencia was completely routed between 7 and 8 o’clock yesterday
morning, ‘and, in continuation, the same fate befell the brigade of
Perez, stationed at Coyoacan, and the troops at Churubusco.

Who is to be punished for these disasters? The public voice ae-
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cuses Santa Anna of having been a cold and impassive spectator
of the rout of Valencia, whilst his assistance might possibly have
decided the battle in our favor. The Yankees surrounded Valencia,
and some of them placed themselves between him and Santa Anna,
' without any interruption from the latter. Some say that Valencia
disobeyed the orders of Santa Anna, and Santa Anna was piqued
by the disobedience; but this does not lessen the culpability of the
rascal who gratifies a private feeling, and thereby jeopardizes the
most sacred interests of his country.
The fact is that everything is lost, and the Yankees will be here
to-morrow. ¥ :

A5 - LW,

[Extract.] ;

Mexico, August 21, 1847.

My Dear Brorner: Antonio and myself are ‘both ‘well, thanks
to God. We have received your letter, &c. :

- We are in a bad way. 'We lost the battle on the hills of Con-

treras, and that of Churubusco, and to-morrow or next day the Yan-
kees will be in the capital. The Yankees have lost 4,000 men out
of the ten thousand they had, and with 6,000 men they undertake
to occupy the'capital, which is almost incredible. "We still’ have
about 12,000 men, and entertain hopes of final success. Farewell
—do not be anxious if we donotwrite. Remember me to the girls.

M.

Mzxrco, August 21, 1847.

My Drar Frienn: I'have before me your esteemed favor of the
16th 1nstant, in answer to which I give you my sincere thanks for
your offer of going to Pateo, and with regard to what you say in
reference to the business. I cannot accept your first offer, not
even were the events less complicated; and with regard to the
second, in order that it may not burden you, you will endeavor,
notwithstanding the want of communication,to draw on me for one
hundred dollars, and do not lose any opportunity in writing to me,
in order tkat I may keep you in funds. ;

It is exceedingly painful to me to communicate the distressing
news of the loss of our capital, and 1 will endeavor, so far as I
havedtime, to give you a circumstantial account of all that has hap-

ened. :

P.In order that we may understand ourselves, it is necessary to
give you an idea of the general plan of defence adopred by our
generals, or propesly, by Santa Anna alone. The principal line,
running from north to south, was determined by the fortified points
of Pefon, (old,) Mexicalcingo, and the hacienda of San Antonio,
and the extremes (flanks) were covered by Valencia’s division,
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which was moveable from Texcuco od the left to San® Angel on
the right, at the same time being available for the defence of the
line from San Antonio to Chapultepec, whilst Alvarez’s division of
cavalry was ordered upon the rear of the enemy, in order to com-
plete their destruction in case of a rout. With regard to the'fq_r-
tifications, in order that you may form some idea of them, I will
say this: that on the road of Tlapam, (San Augustin,) there were

fortifications at San Antonio, a strong fort at Churubusco, and at

the bridge. There were some fortifications in the plain of Nativi-

‘dades, about a league from the city, and also at the garita (en-

trance) of the city, called San Antonio Abad. ¥
Our assembled forces amounted, at the least, to twenty-six thou-

gand men, of all arms, with about seventy pieces of cannon, while

those of the enemy hardly reached ten thousand, with forty pieces

- of artillery, as has been reported. The situation of the enemy was

a very difficult one, as they had no money. -At Puebla they paid
one per cent, for money, and on the road they made purchases by

drafts payable in Mexico, after occupation them.

When-the news reached here on the 1Q¥h; that the enemy were
at Rio Frio, some troops, together with the national guards, left
the capital to occupy and strengthen the Pefion, where it is esti-
mated we had about’seven thousand men and twenty-five pieces of
‘cannon; Valencia was then at Texcuco withfive th_ﬂ'usa_nd men and
twenty-two pieces of cannons The enemy came in sight on the
11th,and on the 12th they came within a league of the fortifica-
tions of Pefion, without interruption, and having made a recon-
noissance, they moved towards Chalco, and we were then certaln .
that the point of attack would be San Antonio. Therefore, it be-
came necessary for Valencia to move rapidly to San Angel, and the
larger part of the troops at the Pefion were ordered, with some

cannon, to San Antonio and Churubusco: :

At these two points; and at ‘the Portalis, t_her.e ‘were over ten
thousand men, with artillery ‘of various calibres; from four to
twenty-five pounders, together with large howitzers, Although
Valencia had express orders toavoid a fight with the enemy, still
the thunder of his cannon on the 19th, at about 12 o’clock, gave
notice that a fight was going on at the pedrigal, (rough voleanic
ground,) near San Angel. The fight became very sharp at about
4 o’clock in the afternoon, and Santa Anna drew some troops ffom
San Antonio and proceeded towards the scene of battle,and joined
to his troops on the road the brigades of reserve, composed of the
brilliant 11th, and the light battalions. With these forces, which,
if they did not exceed, were certainly not less than three thousand
men, Santa Anna remained a cold spectator of the battle, although
he sent a body of troops to dislodge a portion of the enemy’s force
in the edge of the woods, near the tower of Padierna, (near Con-
treras,) which were cutting off Valencia’s communications; but
while marching with bayonets fixed to execute this order, Santa.

_Anna ordered them to retire. He then ordered two pieces of can-

non fo be brought up, which arrived at about dusk,and only about
eight shots were fired, without effect, as the evening had set in,
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At night Santa Anna withdrew his supporting force to San Angel
to sleep. "The opposing forces, left in the field, lit their fires, and
Valencia, in consequence of the heavy rain that fell during the
night; ordered a piquet of two hundred horse to retire, which had
been posted in a ravine to prevent precisely what afterwards oc-
curred, '

4%

[Nore.—This refers to:the®night movement of the Aerican

troops, which was made aleng a ravine to the' rear of: Valencia’s

camp, by means of which a surprise was effected on the morning
_of the 20th. | . '

~ At'the break of day the following morning, Santa Anna mnotified
Valencia not to continue the action, and he sent the auxiliary bri-
gade to'the capital, he himself returning to San Antonio; leaving
Valencia isolated, who could not then retreat, as he was sur-
rounded by the enemy, who had availed themselves of the night

to select their own positions as they pleased. ~Valencia therefore.

continued in his position, and met the enemy in a fight, which did
not last over ten minutes, as one of the enemy’s columns attacked
him'in the rear, and with impunity took possession of twenty-two
pieces ‘of artillery, which ‘were ~pointing: towards the principal
body:of the enemy in the front. |This assault lasted seventeea
minutes by the watch.] ~This, together with the conduct of Santa

Annaj depressed the enthusiasm of our-troops, and they were dis-

pérsed; and Valencia, it is said, is gone to the south with Alvarez,
whose cavalry, it appears, was not able to act, owing to the na-
ture'of the ground,; although it is'said that the day previous the
cavalry made a charge upon the enemy. -As far as 1 have been
able to ascertain, it appears that the troops which atticked Valen-
¢ia were not superior to his in numbers; besides, that Valencia had
artillery and the choice of a commanding position; consequently
during the fight of ‘the afternoon of the.19th the advantages were
on our side, and the enemy, we are assured, lost over two thou-
sand men, and ‘we much less. [The American loss, on the con-
trary, was very trifling, not even fifty men.] The results of this
affair depended entirely upon the operations of the enemy, under
cover of the night, the natural carelessness of our generals, and
of ‘the conduct of ‘Santa Anna.

“We are assured that some of Valencia’s officers advised him o
change his position on the morning of the 20th; but Valencia, deter-
mined to carry out his own plans, did not listen to their advice,
giving the enemy time to surprise him, by an attack upon his reat.
 Every one agrees that the reciprocal conduct of Santa Anna and
Valencia: can only be explained, by supposing that each wished to
have the glory of a triumph; and fo revenge, each upon the other,
the sense of previous grievances. I can also ‘assure you, that 1
heard Santa Anna give the order, after he heard of the defeat of
Valencia, that he should be shot, wherever he could be found. I
-give you this news in time, that you may-advise his friends.

The action, of which the above is a brief account, although a
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Jartial one, and very costly to. the, enemy, owing, to the ‘number

' they lost, was still a decisive one;as I shall explain.

_Soon after Santa Anna returned to Churubusco he heatd the news

| of the route of Valencia, and, as he thereby lost the only point

which could protect San Antonio, he ordered that place to be_-ab‘ali-
doned; but, without doubt, tbere__was not one among our g.eEel_‘a- 8
who knew: how -to ‘direct -this d1ﬁif:u1t =_operatton-not even a‘x;ta
Anna himself, whose head is not inventive. [Note.—When -a.(i _
lencia’s camp. was forced, the passage to San Angel was open, an
thus. San Antonio was turned by its right.]. . o
,-I had forgotten to tell you, and it is necessary for youto knltl).w
ity that Coapa was the general head-quarters of the Americans; that
is to say, half a league from San Antonio,a place which the enemy
occupied with tranquility, notwithstanding the.fire of our heavy
artillery. if ; ; - LavOT
From Coapa the enemy could easily perceive, without glasses, our
motements at San Antonio, and attack us in our retreat. V
/Well, then, after Santa. Anna heard the news of t}le rout of a-
lencia, he ordered the troaps at San Antonio to, retire and s_ustaui
Churubtisco, and also ordered the brigade which had left San A_nge'
in.the morning for Mexico to return and defend the bridge., .[Note:
There was here a regular fefe de pont, according to the best prin-
ciples of fortification. ] | 40
.The first part of the order was executed at San Antonio, some o
the guns there being spiked and abandoned. Th_is movement wa.g
observed by the Americans, who had not up to this moment moved
from their position; but when they observed our troops retire, an
some confusion in our camp,and understood our design, they or-
dered a column to pass by the way of the pedrigal, and cut off our
retreat. At the pedrigal they met some of the victorious. troops
from Valencia’s camp, passing by San Angel with the same object.
Then, although many of our troops, including our best !)attahonz
of national guards, wished to engage in battle, there being mug!
enthusiasm among them, still the principal officers in charge of this
retreat would not allow them to fire, but urged their retreat bya
forced march—the enemy being on their left without firing, which
circumstance we cannot understand, as they could have cut up our
troops, the Hidalgo and Victoria national guards. 2
In this manner our forces arrived at Churubusco, from which
place their pursuers had to receive the fire of our musketry, and of
one or more cannons, which gave our retreatingtroops time to take
breath, and lengthen the distance which separated them from thI.e
enimy, by checking the advance of the !atf.er. It Wo_uid be'{hﬁicu t
to make you understand the disorder which characterized this WhOl.E
retreat, Only a few of the cannon takeﬂ_ from San Antonio were
used at the bridge, as the greater part arrived too late; and while
some of the retreating troops were going towards Mexico, they
Were met by others from the city, going out to their asmstancei_
Wagons of ammunition were going 1n opposite directions, some o
Which broke down, obstructing the road—people on foot and those
on horseback were coming in collision, and many generals were
giving contradictory erders, &c., &c.
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Whilst this was goin .

2% 1% was g on the ficht commenced at Churub

:ﬁlder ‘the_lmme.(hate orders of Santa Anna, but as-at this _;lsacgﬁ ]
ere was no artillery, and no other troops but those of the nationa)|

guards, (Bravo’s and Independence,) the enemy easily cut them ¢
pieces before fresh troops arrived, not even giving us' suﬂ‘icieﬁ?
}lm.e to use the artillery brought from San Antonio. Moreover the
r;;s troops did not fird ammunition in' readiness, on account of
Zvu_tni]_ the 11th regiment of the line retired to Mexicalcingo, with:
: C;wng engaged in the fight. Finally, my friend, the bridg
of Churubusco was lost almost without resistance, and at a preg
sacrifice. The bridge was lost before the advance of the ret%eal’-
Ing troops arrived at the garita of Mexico. The passage at the
g?fll';;laﬂtw}?s very narrow, owing to the parapets, and made mon
i ya fvagon which had been broken down in the road. Ty
drov% be}lce (}Jlst, a party of American cavalry, smalldn numbe,
ot orett e::_l a thousand of our horsemen—then drove befon
o t[? retreating infantry, and the confusion became general,
er Lhese circumstances, the small garrison at the garita firef
rather upon our own men than upon the enemy. This will giy
yHuu an idea of the disorder which reigned throughout this retrea
i (:iwever, the enemy’s cavalry still advanced up to the very ditches
c: t?lz;:doiﬁc:ler, htzlrse and all, jumped into our parapet—another wa
ca%]ry f;lrll. made prisoner, while we saw two or three of thei
_ Whilst our troops were running into the ci i ing 1
directions, filled with terror, andgcrying-thatclttgé i;sgfll;l:v%sl-goﬂ!
:ll'.ln% in 1mmet:i_1§te!y after them, the enemy halted without the city
s a:f:\i:gi tt_mg l1)5; to-day tranquil on both sides, probably owing
o ag 1(:3 obtained by the English minister, or rather a capi-
mininter,anflm oning the city to the enemy, upon which the English
O_né ;.’clock };)Sutrﬁl;aglﬁrter of foreign relations had a talk, at about
songress has been ordere i i
many of the members are abs(lntt(.) P At

I have only recited what T k 3 .
g Y now from w £
tmg the eredible from the incredible.r s ltnesses, g o

I conclude from want i
2 : of time, an
writer are used up. , and because both. the pen and

Good bye, my friend; .
- » my friend; and I hope that God will .
to witness as many misfortunes as your friend. Hatiggisn

A great

His Excellency M. 0. . V..

-

Don J. P. F:

[After detai]ing the events, as us b
: _ ; ual, down to i he
fight at Churubusca, the writér goes on. to say:] e 0'f )

re[‘Tul']:d ctavaéry _was ordered to make a charge, but these cowards
5 © do it—nevertheless the action was well sustained, but
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the Yankees advanced their right wing as far as the edge of the
river, so that the river only separated us from them—then our in-
fantry in front dispersed, and at their example the fortifications in
front [on the road, i. e., the téfe de pont,] were abandoned, after-
wards the right, [i. e., Churubusco,] when it saw itself 4lone—and
then the retreat became a dispersion, the enemy following close
upon the rear guard, even to the very ditches of the garita [gate.]
At twenty yards from the garita there was an American officer
killed, who ‘was ‘about to kill Santa Anna with his sword. This
is the history of the battles. :

The morgle of the army has been lost, and all enthusiasm ex-
{inguished; nevertheless the enemy has lost about 2,000 men; while
we still have 16,000, and if ‘there was a head to these, we could
still conquer. B -

_ The reghments of Victoria and Hidalgo have dissolved so as not
to fight. :

AE. armistice is in discussion, on the basis that the capital shall
not be attacked, and that the Yankees will take nothing without
paying for it—and they will encamp in the neighborhood. This
armistice will serve to collect the dead and arrange a peace. The
reflections which these events give rise to are so natural that T
omit them. We shall soon see each other, for if peace is made I
am going where you are, and no less if the army take Mexico, as
I am resolved never to live in a place commanded by them. I
will never witness the degradation of the occupation of our eapital
by the enemy. My blood boils at witnessing so much cowardice,
so much inaptitude and infamy, and one must either die, or fly from -
this country, which is stamped with the seal of Divine reprobation,
and God seems to have written against us the words of the feast of
Belshazzar. Tears spring from the eyes, and despair seizes the
goul, when it is seen that there is only among us a capacity for
vice, and that everything is desecrated by a demoralized people.

I recommend to you my family. Give my love, &c., &c. v
1.1,

]

(This letter was written by e member of Congress.)

Mzxrco, August 21, 1847.

To J. M. & J—My Dear Frienp: I have none of your esteemed
letters to answer, but I take the pen to recite some lamentable
events—not lamentable on account of the blood shed, which has
been but little considering the number of combatants engaged, but
because we have not the shadow of honor left.

.. The battle commenced about noon on the 19th against Valencia’s

division, which lasted until 2, p. m., the next day, there being no-

thing but a continual series of routs and a series of errors commit-
ted by our generals and subordinate officers, who were filled with
l_"’ear, terror, and cowardiee, causing a confusion among the soldiery
metossib}e “to reduce to order. Even women would have done
etter.




