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cavalry against cavalry, and four times his numbers;
but on the 20th, T had the valuable services, as volun-
teer aids, of Majors Kirby and Van Buren, of the Pay
Department, always eager for activity and distinetion,
and of a third, the gallant Major J. P. Gaines, of the
Kentucky Volunteers.
I have the honor to be, ete., ete.,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hon. Wa. L. Marcy, Secrefary of War.

.

CHAPTER XX XTI
ABMISFIOE —NEGOTIATIONS —HOSTILITIES RENEWED——BAT-
TLE OF MOLINOS DEL REY—CAPTURE OF CHAPULTEPEG

AND MEXICO,

Leport No. 83.

TicuBava, NEAR MEXICO,

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
September 11, 1847. f

SIk :

I have heretofore reported that T had, August 24,
concluded an armistice with President Santa Anna,
which was promptly followed by meetings between Mr.
Trist and Mexican commissioners appointed to treat €
of peace.

Negotiations were actively continued with, as was
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understood, some prospect of a successful result up to
the 2d instant, when our commissioner ‘Thanded in his
wultimatum (on boundaries), and the negotiators ad-
journed to meet again on the 6th.

Some infractions of the truce in respect to our sup-
plies from the city, were earlier committed, followed

by apologies on the part of the enemy. These vexations
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Being delayed by the terms of the armistice more
than two weeks, we had now, late on the Tth, to begin
to reconnoitre the different approaches to the city,
within our reach, before I could lay down any defini-
tive plan of attack.

The same afternoon a large body of the enemy was

discovered hovering about the Molinos del Rey, within

1 was willing to put down to the imbecility of the gov- a mile and a third of this village, where I am quartered

ernment, and waived any pointéd demands of repara- with the general staff and Worth’s division.
tion while any hope remained of a satisfactory termina- It might have been supposed that an attack upon
tion of the war. But on the 5th, and more fully on the us was intended ; but knowing the great value fo the
enemy of those mills (Molinos del Rey), containing a
cannon foundery, with a large deposite of powder in

Casa Mate near them ; and having heard two days

6th, I learned that as soon as the ultimatum had been

considered in a grand council of ministers and others,

President Santa Anna on the 4th or 5th, without
giving me the slightest notice, actively recommenced before that many church bells had been sent out to be
strengthening the military defences of the city, in gross cast into guns, the enemy’s movement was easily un-

violation of the 3d article of the armistice. derstood, and T resolved at once to drive him early the

o

On that information, which has since received the next morning, to seize the powder, and to destroy the

fullest verification, I addressed to him my note of the foundery.

e A

6th. His reply, dated the same day, received the next Another motive for this decision—leaving the gen-
o

morning, was absolutely and notoriously false, both in eral plan of attack upon the city for full reconnaissance

—was, that we knew our recent captures had left the

-

recrimination and-explanation. I enclose copies of both

papers, and have had no subsequent correspondence enemy not a fourth of the guns necessary to arm, all at
: yall

with the enemy. the same time, the strong works at each of the eight
22
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city gates; and we could not cut the communication
between the foundery and the capital without first
taking the formidable castle on the heights of Chapul-
tepee, which overlooked both and stood between.

For this difficult operation we were not entirely
ready, and moreover we might altogether neglect the
castle, if, as we then hoped, our reconnaissances should
prove that the distant sonthern approaches to the city
were more eligible than this southwestern one.

Hence the decision promptly taken, the execution
of which was assigned to Brevet Major-General Worth,
whose division was reénforced with Cadwallader’s bri-
gade of Pillow’s division, three squadrons of dragoons
under Major Sumner, and some heavy guns of the siege
train nunder Captain Huger of the Ordnance, and Cap-
tain Drum of the 4th Artillery—two officers of the
highest merit.

For the decisive and brilliant results, I beg to refer
" to the report of the immediate commander, Major-
General Worth, in whose commendations of the gaﬁant
officers and men—dead and living—T heartily concur;
having witnessed, but with little interference, their
noble devotion to fame and to country.

The enemy having several times reénforced his line,
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and the aetion soon becoming much more general than
1 had expected, I called up, from the distance of three
miles, first Major-General Pillow, with his remaining
brigade (Pierce’s), and next Riley’s brizade of Twiggs’s
division—leaving his other brigade (Smith’s) in obser-
vation at San Angel. Those corps approached with
zeal and rapidity ; but the battle was won just as Brig-
adier-General Pierce reached the ground, and had in-
terposed his corps between Garland’s brigade (Worth’s
division) and the retreating enemy.

* The accompanying report mentions, with just com-
mendation, two of my volunteer aids—Major Kirby,
Paymaster, and Major Gaines, of the Kentucky Volun-
teers. 1 also had the valuable services, on the same
field, of several other officers of my staff, general and
personal : Lieutenant-Colonel Hitcheock, Aecting In-
spector-General ; Captain R. E. Lee, Engineer; Captain
Irwin, Chief Quartermaster; Captain Grayson, Chief
Commissary ; Captain H. T. Scott, Aecting Adjutant-
General; TLieutenant Williams, Aide-de-Camp; and
Lientenant Lay, Military Secretary.

I have the honor fo be, etec., ete.,

WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hox. Wu. L. Maroy, Secrelary of War.




Reconnaissances.

Report No. 34.

NatioNarn Parace or Mexico,

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Seplember 18, 1847,

SIR :

At the end of another series of apduouns and bril-
liant operations, of more than forty-eight hours’ con-
tinuanee, this glorious army hoisted, on the morning of
the 14th, the eolors of the United States on the walls
of this palace.

The victory of the 8th, at the Molinos del Rey, was
followed by daring reconnaissances on the part of
our distinguished engineers—Captain Lee, Lieutenants
Beauregard, Stevens and Tower—Major Smith, senior,
being sick, and Captain Mason, third in rank, wound-
ed. Their operations were directed principally to the
south—toward the gates of the Piedad, San Angel,
(Nitio Perdido), San Antonio, and the Paseo de la
Viga.

This city stands on a slight swell of ground, near
the centre of an irregular basin, and is girdled with a
ditch in its greater extent~—a navigable canal of great

breadth and depth—very difficult to bridge in the
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presence of an enemy, and serving at once for drain-

age, custom-house Ppurposes, and military defence ;
leaving eight enfrances or gates, over arches—each of
which we found defended by a system of strong works,
that seemed to require nothing but some men and
guns to be impregnable.

Qutside and within the eross-fires of those g;ates, we
found to the south other obstacles but little less for-
midable. All the approaches near the cify are over
elevated causeways, cut in many places (to oppose us),
and flanked on both sides by ditches, also of unusual
dimensions. The numerous crossroads are flanked in
like manner, having bridges at the intersections, re-
cently broken. The meadows thus checkered, are,
moreover, in many spots, under water or marshy; for,
it will be remembered, we were in the midst of the wet
season, though with less rain than usual, and we could
not wait for the fall of the neighboring lakes and the
consequent drainage of the wet orounds at the edge of
the city—the lowest in the whole basin.

After a close personal survey of the southern gates,
covered by Pillow’s division and Riley’s brigade of
Twiggs's—with four times our numbers concentrated

in our immediate front—I determined, on the 11th,
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to avoid that network of obstacle, and to seek, by a
sudden inversion to the southwest and west, less un-
fayorable approaches.

To economize the lives of our gallant officers and

men, as well as fo insure suceess, it became indispensa-

ble that this resolution should be long: masked from

the enemy ; and again, that the new movement when
discovered, should be mistaken for a feint, and the old
as indicating our true and nltimate point of attack.
Accordingly, on the spot, the 11th, T ordered Quit-
man’s division from Coyoacan, to join Pillow by day-
light before the southern gates, and then.that the two
major-generals with their divisions, should by night
proceed (two miles) fo join me at Tacubaya, where I
was quartered with Worth’s division. Twiggs, with
Riley’s brigade and Captains Taylor'’s and Steptoe’s
Gold batteries—the latter of 12-pounders—was left n
front of those gates to manceuvre, to threaten, or to
make false attacks, in order to ocenpy and deceive the
enemy. Twiggs’s other brigade (Smith’s) was left at
supporting distance in the rear at San Angel, till the
morning of the 13th, and also to support our general
dépot at Mixeoae. The stratagem againist the south
was admirably executed throughout the 12th and down
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tothe afternoon of the 13th, when it was too late for
the enemy to recover from the effects of his delusion.

The first step in the new movement was to ca.rrf'
Chapultepec, a natural and isolated ‘mound of great
elevation, strongly fortified at its base, on its acelivi-
ties and heights. Besides a numerous garrison, here
was the military college of the republic, with a large
number of sub-lientenants and other students. Those
works were within direct gunshot of the village of
Tacubaya, and, until carried, we conld not approach
the city on the west without making .a circuit too wide -
and too hazardous.

In the course of the same night (that of the 11th),
heavy batteries within easy ranges were established.
No. 1, on our right, under the command of Captain
Drum, 4th Artillery (relieved the next day for some
hours by Lientenant Andrews of the 3d), and No. 2,
commanded by Lieutenant Hagner, Ordnance—both
supported by Quitman’s division. Nos. 3 and 4, on
the opposite side, supported by Pillow’s division, were
commanded, the former by Captain Brooks and Lieu-
tenant S. S Anderson, 2d Artillery, alternately, and
the latter by Lieutenant Stone, Ordnance. The bat-
teries were traced by Captain Huger, Ordnance, and
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Captain Lee, Engineer, and constructed by them with

the able assistance of the young officers'of those corps

and of the artillery.

To prepare ‘for an assault, it was foreseen that the
play of the batteries might run into the second day;
but recent captures had not only trebled our siege
pieces, but also our ammunition ; and we knew that
we should greatly angment both by carrying the place.
T was, therefore, in no haste in ordering an assault be-
fore the works were well crippled by our missiles.

The bombardment and cannonade, under the direc-
tion of Captain Huger, were commenced early in the
morning of the 12¢h. Before nightfall, which neces-
sarily stopped our batteries, we had perceived that a
good impression had been made on the castle and its
outworks, and that a large body of the enemy had re-
mained outside, toward the city, from an early hour,
to avoid our fire, but to be at hand on ifs cessation in
order to resnforee the garrison against an assault. The
same outside force was discovered the next morning
after our batteries had reopened upon the castle, by
which we again reduced its garrison to the TR
needed for the guns.

Pillow and Quitman had been in position since
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early in the night of the 11th. Major-General Worth
was now ordered to hold his division in reserve, near
the foundery, to support Pillow ; and Brigadier-General
Smith; of Twiges’s division, had just arrived with his
brigade from Piedad (two miles), to support Quitman.
Twiges’s guns before the southern gates, again re-
minded us, as the day before, that he, with Riley’s
brigade and'Taylor’s and Steptoe’s batteries, was in
activity threatening the southern gates, and thus hold-
ing a great part of the Mexican army on the defensive.

Worth’s division furnished Pillow’s attack with an
assaulting party of some two hundred and fifty volun-
teer officers and men, under Captain McKenzie, of the
2d Artillery ; and Twiges’s division supplied a similar
one, commanded by Captain Casey, 2d Infantry, to
Quitman. Each of these little columns was furnished
with sealing ladders.

The signal T ‘had appointed for the attack was the
mnfn;é;]tary cessation of fire on the part of our heavy
batteries. About eight o’clock in the morning of the
18th, judging that the time had arrived, by the effect
of the missiles we had thrown, I sent an aide-de-camp
to Pillow, and another fo Quitman, with nofice that

the concerted signal was about to be given. Both
22
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columns now advanced with an alacrity that gave
assurance of prompt success. The batteries, seizing
opportunities, threw shots and shells upon the enemy
over the heads of our men with good effect, particularly
at every attempt to reénforce the works from without
to meet our assault.

Major-General Pillow’s approach on the west side,
lay through an open grove filled with sharpshooters,
who were speedily dislodged : when, being up with the
front of the attack, and emerging into open space at
the foot of a rocky acclivity, that gallant leader was
struck down by an agonizing wound. The immediate
command d;volved on Brigadier-General Cadwallader,
in the absence of the senior brigadier (Pierce) of the
same division—an invalid since the events of Amugust
19. On a previous call of Pillow, Worth had just sent
him a reénforcement—Colonel Clarke’s brigade.

The broken acclivity was still o be aSCEDd(’.:d, and
a strong redoubt, midway, to be carried, before reach-
ing the castle on the heights. The advanee of our
brave men, led by brave officers,. though necessarily
slow, was unwavering, over rocks, chasms, and mines,
and wunder the hottest fire of cannon and musketry.
The redoubt now yielded to resistless valor, and the
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shouts that followed anmnounced to the eastle the fate

that impended. The enemy were steadily driven from
shelter to shelter. The retreat allowed not time to fire
a single mine, without the certainty of blowing up
friend and foe. Those who, at a distance, attempted
to apply matches to.the long trains, were shot down by
our men. There was death below, as well as above
ground. At length the ditch and wall of the main
work were reached ; the scaling Tadders were brought
up and planted by the storming parties; some of the
daring spirits, first in the assanlt, were cast down—
killed or wounded; but a lodgment was geon made;
streams of heroes followed ; all opposition was over-
come, and several of our fegimeuta.l colors flung out
from the upper walls, amidst long-continued shouts
and theers, which sent dismay into the capital. No
scene could have been more animating or%lorious.
Major-General Quitman, nobly supported by Brig-
adier-Generals Shields and Smith (P. F.), his other
officers and men, was up with the part assigned him.
Simultaneously with the movement on the west, he had
gallantly approached the southeast of the same works
over a causeway with cuts and batteries, and defended

by an army strongly posted ontside, to the east of the
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works. Those formidable obstacles Quitman had to
face, with but little shelter for his troops or space for
manceuvring. Deep ditches, flanking the causeway,
made it difficult to cross on either side into the adjoin-
ing meadows, and these again were intersected by other
ditches. Smith and his brigade had been early thrown
out to make a sweep to the right, in order to present a
front against the enemy’s line (outside), and to tarn two
intervening batteries, near the foot of Chapultepeec.
This movement was also intended to support Quit-
man’s storming parties, both on the causeway. The
first of these, furnished by Twiggs’s division, was com-
manded in suceession by Captain Casey, 2d Infanfry,

and Captain Paul, 7th Infantry, after Casey had been

severely wounded ; and the second, originally under-

the gallant Major Twiggs, Marine Corps, killed, and -

then Captaift Miller, 2d Pennsylvania Volunteers. The
storming party, now eommanded by Captain Paul,
seconded by Captain Roberts of the Rifles, Licutenant
Stewart, and others of the same regiment, Smith’s bri-
gade, carried the two batteries in the road, took gome
guns, with many prisoners, and drove the enemy posted

behind in support. The New York and Sonth Carolina

Volunteers (Shields’s brigade), and the 2d Pennsylvania
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Volunteers, all on the left of Quitman’s line, together
with portions of his storming parties, crossed the mead-
ows in front under a heavy fire, and entered the outer
enclosure of Chapultepec just in time to join in the final
assault from the west.

Besides Major-Generals Pillow and Quitman, Brig-
adier-Generals Shields, Smith, and Cadwallader, the
following are the officers and corps most distingnished
in those brilliant operations: The Voltigeur regiment,
in two detachments, commanded respectively by Colo-
nel Andrews and Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Johnston
—the latter mostly in the lead, accompanied by Major
Caldwell ; Captains Barnard and C. J. Biddle, of the
same regiment—the former the first to p]an;c a regimen-
tal eolor, and the latter among the first in the assanlt;
—the storming party of Worth’s division, under Cap-
tain McKenzie, 2d Artillery, with Lieutenant Selden,
8th Infantry, early on the ladder and badly wounded;
Lieutenant Armistead, 6th Infantry, the first to leap
into the ditch to plant a ladder; Lieutenant Rogers,
of the 4th, and J. P. Smith, of the 5th Infantry—both
mortally wounded; the 9th Infantry, under Colonel
Ransom, who was killed while gallantly leading that
gallant regiment ; the 15th Infantry, under Lieutenant-
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Colonel Howard and Major Woods, with Captain Chase,
whose company gallantly carried the redoubt, midway
up the acelivity ;—Colonel Clarke’s brigade (Worth’s
division), consisting of the 5th, 8th, and part of the
6th regiments of infantry, commanded respectively by
Captain Chapman, Major Montgomery, and Lieutenant
Edward Johnson—the latter specially noticed — with
Tieutenants Longstreet (badly wounded, advancing,
colors in hand), Pickett, and Merchant—the last three
of the 8th Infantry ;—portions of the United States’
Marines, New York, South Carolina, and 2d Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers, which, delayed with their division
(Quitman’s) by the hot engagement below, arrived just
in time to participate in the assanlt of the heights;
particularly a detachment, under Lieutenant Reed,

New York Volunteers, consisting of a company of the

same, with one of marines; and another detachment, .
a portion of the storming party (Twiggs’s division,
serving with Quitman), under Lieutenant Steele, 2d
Infantry, after the fall of Lieutenant Gantt, 7th In-

fantry.

In this conmection, it is but just to recall the deci-
sive effect of the heavy batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4,
commanded by those excellent officers, Captain Drum,
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4th Artillery, assisted by Lieutenants Benjamin and
Porter of his own company; Captain Brooks and Lieu-
tenant Anderson, 2d Artillery, assisted by Lieutenant
Russell, 4th Infantry, a volunteer ; Lieutenants Hagner
and Stone, of the Ordnance, and Lieutenant Andrews,
3d Artillery —the whole superintended by Captain
Huger, Chief of Ordnance with this army, an officer
distinguished by every kind of merit. The Mountain
Howitzer Battery, under Lientenant Reno, of the Ord-
nance, deserves also to be particularly mentioned.
Attached to the Voltigeurs, it followed the movements
of that regiment; and again won applause.

In adding to the list of individuals of conspicuous
merit, I must limit myself to a few of the many names
which might be enumerated :—Captain Hooker, Assist-
ant Adjutant-General, who won special applause, suc-
cessively, in the staff of Pillow and Cadwallader; Lieu-
tenant Lovell, 4th Artillery (wounded), chief of Quit-
man’s staff; Captain Page, Assistant Adjutant-General
(wounded), and Lieutenant Hammond, 3d Artillery,
both of Shields’s staff, and Lieutenant Van Dorn (7th
Infantry), Aide-de-Camp to Brigadier-General Smith.

Those operations all occurred on the west, sonth-

east, and heights of Chapultepec. To the north, and
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at the base of the mound, inaceessible on that side, the
11th Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hebert, the
14th, under Colonel Trousdale, and Captain Magruder’s
field battery, 1st Artillery, one section advanced under
Lieutenant Jackson, all of Pillow’s division, had, at
the same time, some spirited affairs against superior
numbers, driving the enemy from a battery in the road,
and capturing a gun. In these, the officers and corps
named gained merited praise. Colonel Trousdale, the
commander, though twice wounded, continued on duty
until the heights were carried.
Early in the morning of the 13th, T repeated the
orders of the night before to Major-General Worth, to
- be with his division at hand to support the movement
of Major-General Pillow from our left. The latter
geems soon to have called for that entire division,
standing momentarily in reserve, and Worth sent him
Colonel Clarke’s brigade. The call, if not unnecessary,
was at least, from the circumstances, unknown to me

at the time; for, soon observing that the very large

body of the enemy, in the road in front of Major-Gen-

eral Quitman’s right, was receiving reénforcements
from the city—less than a mile and a half to the east—

I sent instructions to Worth, on our opposite flank, to
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turn Chapultepee with his division, and to proceed
cautiously by the road at its northern base, in order,
if not met by very superior numbers, to threaten or to
attack in rear that body of the enemy. The movement
it was also believed could not fail to distract and to in-
timidate the enemy generally.

Worth promptly advanced with his remaining bri-
gade — Colonel Garland’s—TLieutenant-Colonel C. F.
Smith’s light battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Dunean’s
field battery—all of his division—and three squadrons
of dragoons, under Major Sumner, which T had just
ordered up to join in the movement.

Having turned the forest on the west, and arriving
opposite to the north centre of Chapultepee, Worth
came up with the troops in the road, under Colonel
Trousdale, and aided, by a flank movement of a part
of Garland’s brigade, in taking the one-gun breastwork,
then under the fire of Lientenant Jackson’s section of
Captain Magruder’s field battery. Continuing to ad-
vance, this division passed Chapultepec, attacking the
right of the enemy’s line, resting on that road, about
the moment of the general retreat consequent upon the
capture of the formidable castle and its outworks.

Arriving some minutes later, and mounting to the
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top of the castle, the whole field to the east lay plainly
under my view.

There are two routes from Chapultepec to the capi-
tal_the one on the right entering' the same gate,
Belén, with the road from the south, e Piedad; and
the other obliquing to the left, to intersect the great
western, or San Cosme road, in a suburb outside of the
gate of San Cosme.

Each of these routes (an elevated causeway) presents
a double roadway on the sides of an aqueduct of strong
masonry, and great height, restinngn open arches and
massive pillars, which, together, afford fine points both
for attack and defence. The sideways of both aque-
ducts were, moreover, defended by many strong breast-
works at the gates, and before reaching them. As we
had expected, we found the four tracks unusually dry
and solid for the season.

Worth and Quitman were prompt in pursuing the
retreating enemy—the former by the San Cosme aque-
duct, and the latter along that of Belén. Each had
now advanced some hundred yards.

Deeming it allimportant to profit by our suceesses,
and the consequent dismay of the enemy, which could
not be otherwise than general, T hastened to despatch
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from Chapultepec, first Clarke’s brigade, and then
Cadwallader’s, to the support of Worth, and gave
orders that the necessary heavy guns should follow.
Pierce’s brigade was, at the same time, sent to Quit-
man, and in the course of the afternoon I caused
some additional siege pieces to be added to his train.
Then after designating the 15th Infantry, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Howard—Morgan, the colonel, had
been disabled by a wound at Churubusco—as the gar-
rison of Chapultepee, and giving directions for the care
of the prisoners of war, the captured ordnance and
ordnance stores, I proceeded to join the advance of
Worth, within the suburb, and beyond the turn at the
junction of the aqueduct with the greaf highway from
the west to the gate of San Cosme.

At this junction of roads, we first passed one of
those formidable systems of city defences, spoken of
above, and it had not a gun I—a strong proof, 1. That
the enemy had expected us to fail in the attack upon
Chapultepee, even if we meant anything more than a
feint; 2. That in either case, we designed, in his
belief, to return and double our forces against the

southern gates, a delusion kept up by the active de-

monstrations of Twiggs with the forces posted on that




