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side ; and 3. That advancing rapidly from the redue-
tion of Chapultepec, the enemy had not time to shift
guns — our previous captures had left him, compara-
tively, but few—from the southern gates.

Within those disgarnished works, I found our troops
engaged in a street fight against the enemy posted in
gardens, at windows and on housetops—all flat, with
parapets. Worth ordered forward the mountain how-
itzers of Cadwallader’s brigade, preceded by skirmish-
ers and pioneers, with pick-axes and crow-bars, to force
windows and doors, or to burrow through walls. The
assailants were soon on an equality of position fatal to
the enemy. By eight o’clock in the evening, Worth had
carried two batteries in this suburb.  According to my
instructions, he here posted guards and sentinels, and
placed his troops under shelter for the night, within
the San Cosme gate (custom-house.)

T had gone back to the foot of Chapultepee, the point
from which the two aqueducts begin to diverge, some
hours earlier, in order to be near that new dépot, and
in easy communicafion with Quitman and Twiggs, as
well as with Worth.

From this point I ordered all detachments and

stragglers to their respective corps, then in advance;
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sent to Quitman additional siege guns, ammunition,
intrenching tools ; directed Twiggs’s remaining brigade

Riley’s) from Piedad, to support Worth ; and Captain
Steptoe’s field battery, also at Piedad, to rejoin Quit-
man’s division.

I had been, from the first, well aware that the
western or San Cosme, was the less difficult route to
the centre and conquest of the capital ; and therefore
intended that Quitman should only manceuvre and
threaten the Belén or sonthwestern gate, in order to
favor the main attack by Worth—knowing that the
strong defences at the Belén were directly under the
guns of the much stronger fortress, called the citadel,
just within. Both of these defences of the enemy were
also within easy supporting distance from the San
Angel (or Nifio Perdido) and San Antonio gates.
Hence the greater support, in numbers, given to
‘Worth’s movement as the main attack.

Those views I repeatedly, in the course of the day,
communicated to Major-General Quitman; but being
in hot pursuit, gallant himself, and ably supported by
Brigadier-Generals Shields and Smith—Shields badly
wounded before Chapultepec and refusing to retire—as

well as by all the officers and men of the column,
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Quitman continued to press forward; under flank and
direct fires, carried an intermediate ba.tter}.' of two
guns, and then the gate, before two o’clock in the after-
noon, but not without proportionate loss, increased by
his steady maintenance of that position.

Here, of the heavy battery—4th Artillery—Captain
Drum and Lieutenant Benjamin were mortally wound-
ed, and Tieutenant Porter, its third in rank, slightly.
The loss of these two most distingunished officers the
army will long mourn. Tieutenants I. B. Moragne
and William Canty, of the South Carolina Volunteers,
also of high merit, fell on the same occasion—besides
many of our bravest non-commissioned officers and
men, particularly in Captain Drum’s veteran com-
pany. I cannot in this place, give names or numbers ;
but full returns of the killed and wounded of all
corps, in their recent operations, will accompany this
report.

Quitman, within the city, adding several new de-
fences to the position he had won, and sheltering his
corps as well as practicable, now awaited the return
of daylight under the guns of the formidable citadel,
yet to be subdued.

At about four o’clock next morning (September 14),

Formal Surrender of the City. 527

a deputation of the ayuntamients (city council) waited
upon me to report that the Federal Government and
the army of Mexico had fled from the capital some
three hours before, and to demand terms of capitula-
tion in favor of the church, the citizens, and the muni-
cipal authorities. I promptly replied, that T would
sign no capitulation ; that the city had been virtually
in our possession from the time of the lodgments effect-
ed by Worth and Quitman the day before ; that I re-
gretted the silent eseape of the Mexican army; that I
should levy upon the city a moderate contribution, for
special purposes ; and that the American army should
come under no terms, not self-imposed—such only as
its own honor, the dignity of the United States, and
the spirit of the age, should, in my opinion, imperious-
ly demand and impose.

For the terms so imposed, I refer the department to
subsequent general orders, Nos. 287 and 289 (para-
graphs 7, 8, and 9, of the latter), copies of which are
herewith enclosed.

At the termination of the interview with the city
deputation, I communicated, about daylight, orders to
Worth and Quitman to advance slowly and cautiously
(to guard against treachery) toward the heart of the
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city, and to oceupy its stronger and more commanding
points. Quitman proceeded to the great plaza or
square, planted guards, and hoisted the colors of the
United States on the national palace—containing the
Halls of Congress and Executive apartments of Federal
Mexico. In this grateful service, Quitman might have
been anticipated by Worth, but for my express orders,
halting the latter at the head of the Alwmeda (a green
park), within three squares of that goal of general
_ambition.

The capital, however, was not taken by any one or
two corps, but by the talent, the science, the gallantry,
the vigor of this entire army. In the glorious con-
quest, all had contributed—early and powerfully—the
killed, the wounded, and the fit for duty—at Vera
"Cruz, Cerro Gordo, Cohtreras, San Antonio, Churu-
busco (three battles), the Molinos del Rey, and Chapul-
tepec—as much as those who fought at the gates of
Belén and San Cosme.

Soon after we had entered, and were in the act of
occupying the city, a fire was opened upon us from the
flat roofs of the houses, from windows and corners of
streets, by some two thousand convicts, liberated the

night before, by the flying Governmeni—joined by,
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perhaps, as many Mexican soldiers, who had disbanded
themselves and thrown off their uniforms. This unlaw-
ful war lasted more than twenty-four hours; in spite of
the exertions of the municipal anthorities, and was not
put down till we had lost many men, including several
officers, killed or wonnded, and had puonished the mis-
creants. Their objects were to gratify national hatred ;
and, in the general alarm and confusion, to plunder the
wealthy inhabitants—parficularly the deserted houses.
But families are now generally returning ; business of
every kind has been resumed, and the city is already
tranquil and cheerful, under the admirable conduct
(with exceptions very few and trifling) of our gallant
troops.

This army has been more disgusted than surprised
that, by some sinister process on the part of certain in-
dividuals at home, its numbers have been, generally,
almost trebled in our public papers— beginning at
Washington.

Leaving, as we all feared, inadequate garrisons at
Vera Cruz, Perote, and Puebla— with much larger
hospitals; and being obliged, most reluctantly, from
the same cause (general pamcity of numbers) to aban-

don Jalapa, we marched [August 7-10] from Puebla
23
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with only ten thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight
rank and file. This number includes the garrison of
Jalapa, and the two thousand four hundred and twen-
ty-nine men brought np by Brigadier-General Pierce,
August 6.

At Contreras, Churubusco, ete. [August 20], we had
but eight thousand four hundred and ninety-seven men
engaged—after deduncting the garrison of San Augustin
(our general dépot), the intermediate sick and the dead;
at the Molinos del Rey (September 8), but three bri-
gades, with some cavalry and artillery—making in all
three thousand two hundred and fifty-one men—were
in the battle ; in the two days—September 12 and 18—
our whole operating force, after deducting again the
recent killed, wounded, and sick, together with the
garrison of Mixcoac (the then general dépét) and that
of Tacubaya, was but seven thousand one hundred and
eighty ; and, finally, after deducting the new garrison
of Chapultepec, with the killed and wounded of the
two days, we took possession (September 14) of this
great capital with less than six thousand men! And I
reasserf, upon accumulated and unquestionable evi-
dence, that, in not one of these conflicts, was this

army opposed by fewer than three and a half times
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its numbers—in several of them, by a yet greater
eXCess.

I recapitulate our losses sinece we arrived in the
basin of Mexico: ;

August 19, 20: Killed, 137, including 14 officers.
Wounded, 877, including 62 officers. Missing (prob-
ably killed), 88 rank and file. Zozal, 1,052. Septem-
ber 8: Killed, 116, including 9 officers. Wounded,
665, including 49 officers. Missing, 18 rank and file.
Total, T89.

September 12, 13, 14: Ailled, 130, ineluding 10
officers. Wounded, 703, including 68 officers. Missing,
29 rank and file. 7otal, 862.

Grand total of losses, 2,703, including 383 officers.

On the other hand; this small force has beaten on

the same occasions, in view of their capital, the whole
Mexican army, of (at the beginning) thirty-odd thou-
sand men—posted, always, in chosen positions, behind
intrenchments, or more formidable defences of nature
and art; killed or wounded, of that number, more than
seven thousand officers and men ; taken 3,730 prisoners,
one-seventh officers, including thirteen generals, of
whom three had been presidents of this republic; cap-

tured more than twenty colors and standards, seventy-
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five pieces of ordnance, besides fifty-seven wall pieces,

twenty thousand small arms,* an immense quantity of

shots, shells, powder, ete., ete.

Of that enemy, once so formidable in numbers,
appointments, artillery, cte., twenty-odd thousand have
disbanded themselves in despair, leaving, as is known,
not more than three fr%ments—the largest about two
thonsand five hundred—now wandering in different
directions, witheut magazines or a military chest, and
living af free quarters upon their own people.

General Santa Anna, himself a fugitive, is believed
to be on the point of resigning the chief magistracyy
and escaping fo neutral Guatemala. A new President,
no doubt, will soon be declared, and the Federal Con-
gress is expected to reassemble at Queretaro, one hun-
dred and twenty-five miles north of this, on the Zaca-
tecas road, some time in October. I have seen and
given safe conduct through this city to several of its

members. The Government will find itself without

* Besides those in the hands of prisoners. The twenty thousand new
muskets (British manufacture) found in the citadel, were used in a novel
way. Iron being scarce in ihe interior, the barrels made excellent shoes
for our horses and mules, and the brass cuffs or bands were worked up
into spear heads for the color-staffs, and spurs for the cavalry and all

mouanted officers.
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resources; no army, no arsenals, no magazines, and
but little revenue, internal or external. . Still such is
the obstinacy, or rather infatuation, of this people,
that it is very doubtful whether the new authorities
will dare to sue for peace on the terms which, in the

recent negotiations, were made known by onr minister
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In conclusion, I beg to enumerate, onece more, with
due commendation and thanks, the distingunished staff
officers, general and personal, who, in our last opera-
tions in front of the enemy accompanied me, and com-
municated orders to every point and through every
danger. Lientenant- Colonel Hitchcock, Acting In-
spector - General ; Major Turnbull and Lieutenant
Hardeastle, Topegraphical Engineers; Major Kirhy,
Chief Paymaster; Captain Irwin, Chief Quartermas-
ter; Captain Grayson, Chief Commissary; Captain H.
L. Seott, Chief in the Adjutant-General’s Department;
Lieutenant Williams, Aide-de-Camp; Lieutenant Lay,
Military Secretary, and Major J. P. Gaines, Kentucky
Cavalry, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp. Captain Lee, En-
gineer, so constantly distinguished, also bore important
orders from me (September 13) until he fainted from a
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wound and the loss of two nights’ sleep at the batteries.
Lieutenants Beauregard, Stevens, and Tower, all wound-
ed, were employed with the divisions, and Lieutenants
G. W. Smith, and G. B. McClellan, with the company
of Sappers and Miners. Those five licutenants of
engineers, like their captain, won the admiration of
all about them. The Ordnance officers, Captain Huger,
Lieutenants Hagner, Stone, and Reno, were highly
effcctive, and distinguished at the several batteries;
and I may add that Captain McKinstry, Assistant
Quartermaster, at the close of the operations, executed
several important commissions for me as a special vol-
unteer.

Surgeon-General Lawson, and the medical staff

generally, were skilful and untiring in and out of fire,

in ministering to the numerous wounded.

To illustrate the operations in this basin, I enclose
two beautiful drawings, prepared under the directions
of Major Turnbull, mostly from actnal survey.

I have the honor to be, ete., ete.,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hox. War. L. Marcy, Secretary of War,

The foregoing reports are taken from Ex. Doc. 60

(H. of R. April 28, 1848), beginning at p. 1046.
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The aides-de-camp engaged in copying the original
sheets as they were written, said to me several times:
“Why, General! you have understated the general
result.” T replied: “Mum! If our countrymen be-
lieve what is given, we may be content; whereas if T
tell the whole truth, they may say—<Tt is all a ro-
manece.”

Under a brilliant sun, I entered the city at the head
of the cavalry, cheered by Worth’s division of regulars
drawn up in the order of battle in the Alameda, and by
Quitman’s division of volunteers in the grand plaza
between the National Palace and the Cathedral—all
the bands playing, in succession, Hail Columbia, Wash-
ingtow’s March, Yankee Doodle, Huil to the Chief,
ete. Even the inhabitants, catching the enthusiasm
of the moment, filled: the windows and lined the para-
pets, cheering the cavaleade as it passed at the gallop.

On entering the Palace, the following order was
early published to the army :

HEADQUARTERS OF THE Arwy,
. NarioNarn Pirice oF Mexico,
No. 286. September, 1847.

GENERAL ORDERS,

The General-in-Chief calls upon his brethren in

arms to return, both in public and private worship,
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thanks and gratitnde to God for the signal triumphs
which they have recently achieved for their country.

Beginning with the 19th of August, and ending the
14th instant, this army has gallantly fought its way
through the fields and forts of Contreras, San Antonio,
Churubuseco, Moline del Rey, Chapultepee, and the
gates of San Cosme and Tacubaya or Belén, into the
capital of Mexico.

When the very limited numbers who have per-
formed those brilliant deeds shall have become known,
the world will be astonizhed, and our own countrymen
filled with joy and admiration.

But all is not yet done. The enemy, though scat-
tered and dismayed, has still many fragments of his
late army hovering about us, and, aided by an exas-
perated population, he may again reunite in treble our
numbers, and fall upon us to advantage if we rest inac-
tive on the security of past victories,

Compactness, vigilance, and discipline are, there-
fore, our only securities. Let every good officer and man
look to those cantions and enjoin them upon all others.

By command of Major-General Scott.
H T. SCOTT,
A. A-General,

Passport to Madame Santa Anna. 537

The day after entering the capital the British con-
sul-general called to ask for an escort of cavalry, and
a written passport in behalf of the young and beaugiful
wife of President Santa Anna, to enable her to follow
her husband. Both were, of course, promised ; buf,
finally, she only accepted the passport, deeming that a
sufficient protection.

At first, T said to the consul T would do myself the
honor to make my respects to the fair lady in person;
but reflecting a moment, I gave up the visit, as, under

the cirecamstanees, it might by others be regarded as a
vaunt on my part.




