p———

il -
e —————— ————

e

628 Literary Homors and T estimonials.

IV. Say to the seceded States; Waspward Sisters,
depart in peace!
In haste, 1 remain,
Very truly yours,
. WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hox. Wmrian H. SEWARD.

But few contemporaries have been more highly
complimented with literary distinctions and testimoni-
als of public esteem than the antobiographer. A desig-
nation of some of those precious muniments be can-
not deny himself the pleasure of citing in this narra-
tive: ‘ %

Nassau Hall, Princeton, conferred the honorary
degree of Master of Arts in September, 1814, and the
year before 1 had been clected a member of the Whig
Society of the same eollege.

Columbia College, New York, in 1850, conferred
on me the honorary degree of LL.D.

And in 1861, a like distinction was superadded by
Harvard College, Massachusetts.

A cripple, unable to walk without assistance for

- three years, Scott, on retiring from all military duty,

Lestumonaals.

October 31, 1861 — being broken down by recent
official labors of from nine to seventeen hours a day,
with a decided tendeney to vertico and dropsy, I had
the honor to be waited on by President Lincoln, at
the head of his Cabinet, who, in a neat and aﬂ’eéting
address, took leave of the worn-out soldier. ‘

Testimonials followed from several States, Gov-
ernors, and Cities, the Legislature of New Jersey, Rah-
way, and Elizabeth ; two from Philadelphia — one
headed by the Hon. Horace Binney, and the other by
the Hon. Joseph R. Ingersoll—each signed by hun-
dreds of the most substantial citizens. A similar com-
pliment was reeeived from St. Louis, very numerously
signed. The City of New York, in no ordinary terms,;
heaped upon the retired soldier her distinguished
approbation. The Chamber of Commerce and The
Union- Defence Commnitice, each passed highly com-
plimentary resolutions — the first presented by its
venerable President, the late Peletiah Perit, at the
head of a Committee, and the second by the eloquent
Judge Edwards Pierrepont, on the part of the Com-
mittee of Defence, headed by Governor Hamilton
Fish, Chairman.

I deeply regret the want of space for all of those
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beautiful and honorable addresses, and it would be in-

vidious to embody a part only.

In his first Annual Message to Congress (Decem-
ber, 1861), President Lincoln, prompted by his own

kind and friendly nature, thus presented the autobi-

ographer to the two Houses of Congress:

« Since your last adjournment, Licutenant-General
Scott has retired from the head of the army. During
his long life the nation has not been unmindful of his
merits; yet in calling to mind how faithfully and ably
and brilliantly he has served his country, from a time

far back in our history, when few now living had been
$}Lorn, and thenceforward continnally — I cannot but

think we are still his debtors. T submit, therefore, for
your consideration what further mark of consideration

is due to him and to onrselves as a grateful people.”




