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PREFACE.

It has been wisely remarked by a distingnished
American statesmap, that “the commencement
of the Mexican War was the opening of a new
volume of American history.”

Nations, like individuals, are often borne along
in their progress, without pansing to consider the
particular actsswhich are to shape and control
their future destiny; and perhaps there is no
subject on which the public mind is less likely to
act with caution and deliberation than on the
glomentous question of peace or war.

The present Mexican war is_a striking illus-
tration of this principle. It would appear, from
the public documents, that feither the President
nor Congress antieipated it until hostilities had
actually commenced, and it may well be doubted
if either can see the consequences which yet may
flow from it

To pause, therefore, and review the past, to

examine into all the canses whieh have led to the

- ° . -
unhappy estrangement of two sister Republics,




N PREFACE.

has seemed a fitting introduction to the narratior
of those military achievements which now form
a part of the history of the country.

We have felt no pleasure in tracing the causes
which led to this war; and certainly none in con-
remplating ifs progress and looking forw ard to its
final consequences. But when we pass to the army,
and beliold the brilliant results obtained with such
small means, against such 1immense \uln'l'inrit) of
force. and see the high military skill of the com-
manding officers sustained. by the courage and
Heroism  of the troops, we feel a just pridr n
describing their actions and recording their deeds.

In the preparation of this work great care has
been taken to select the most reliable sources of
information.

Those who have taken part in the stirring
scenes which are deseribed must have viewed
them from different positions, and an honestadif-
ference of npiniuu i K¢ g;lnl even to facts will
sometimes be found to exist. But the descrip-
tion of the great movements and battles is based
on public documents,  despatches, and orders,
which must ever be the material of a reliable his-
tory of a war.

Cincinnatti, January, 1848.
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CHAPTER L

Ongin of the War with Mexico—Settlement of Texas—ID¢
Independence.—Sania Ann 2's Treaty Movement towards
—Correspondence of Bocanegra.—De

houn's reasons betdeen's D t v Aty —
The Joint Resolation.—Dep of nont veneral Taylor ordered
to Texas—Strangth of the Army at Corpus Chnsti.

TiLL quite recently, the immense territory r\'nmi.ng
from the Sabine to the Rio Grande was ((lml itively un-
inhabited. Comprehending a space large ¢ :k"l.;‘: for an
empire, and within the mildest part ,,.( the temperate zone,
it was yet too remote from the inhabitants of ancient
Mexico on one hand, or from those of the northern” Atlan-
tic States on the other, to be reached and cultivated ‘at-an
earlier | x| by the adventure ind advancing settlers of
Amernica. The country belonged to Mexico, but was hardly
possessed by her }~e:-'}.nf':. A fev wns immedialély east
f the Rio Grande, and an occasional village or seitlemient
in the interior—such as Antonio d Jexar, Goliad, and
Nacogdoches—were the only marks improvement
which indicated the civilization of the white man, or the
dominjon of México. " Nor did the'aberiginal inhabitanis
n‘.i”""‘;' muchH more nunerous., 'I‘E,L‘ (‘JHIH' M | 1 l}le

northern districts, and a few scattere d and fic ng iribes,
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wander
but offered
of civilization.
Pexas was\n th 3 almost desolate condition whean 1t
- ey 1 '
attracted the roving eye of land speculation Certain

i

! id and mevit-

persons in the 1]
able movement of i} Tmited St s.0f the North towards
the Western Oreai nd sought to enhance their fortunes
b_\ l-‘~7.\111u r prants of Tea i lands from the \I xican gov-

emment. Among these was .\'}:'E,!vv:‘ A ustin, who obtained

a large tra t, and whose name has §ince beer ttached
both toa county and a town. With him, and

to whom Mexico had made I
ties of colonists and adver 3 who ¢ ht, ke tl

leaders, to p > their fort ind/ avoid their adversi-

1

ties, )Y successin enlerprisg I 4 new country, and ["}'

1}

sharing ‘n_the distribution of vast bodies of unoc upied

land.  The number of the§e adventnrers il ased,

ullthey bécame more
previously inhabite
religton, and
senument
ants. Texan of the United States brought with
him, not only greater energy and industry, but Id
fesliess ar 1O T—=¢ rédniense and ~5»:‘(':'u4
of future

Where
among diffe
manifested in external action. “The new inhabitants s on
seized ‘the direcsion all publi¢ affairs, and Texas be-
came, o {a

foreign lan

LEADING TO INDEPENDENCE. 1]

The power thus ob-

acts, It is not in the
should change its inhabit-

‘:!l‘ new }.us.

will assume the laws aad institutions to which

been used and their sentiments assimj-

habits have
It was so with Texas. No sooner did the setilers
possess the poWwer, than ‘.}!Py

looked round r the means of establishin

forms of

their own

¥

o, so rapid and often so

imnge could never be I«mg
of Texas, sueh an occasion was
w, by Santa Anna, of the Mex-
ican Federal Government.. This powerful chief being
inyested with the supreme magistracy, in a short time
after assumed absolute power. About th¥s time, the peo-

ple of Texas hay ncreased largely in population and

resources, petitioned the Mexiean Congress/for admission
mto the confedération, as a Separate State. The hmrcr
of this pelilion, and a commissioner-10 represent their
claims, was oStephen Austin. The Congress of Mexico

pad no"attention to the petition’; but Austin it prudently
wrote bad to the Texan authorities, advising them to
thopt waiting for the consent of the

tetier-was intércepted; and Austin, on

ack to the ntal, ¢ ced

litary confinement. 1e people of the

United States who had become citizens of Texas, were
naturally indignant at what they consideréd an outrage o

the i f

1ght of petition, and an insult to the dignity of their

comimissioner.




12 WAR WITH MEXICO.
.

Such was the feeling in Texas, when Santa Anna, having
completed his usurpation of the supreme power and de-
feated 1he Zacatecans, who opposed him, sent General
Cos into Texas to enforce.certain requisitions of the gov-
ernment. -One of these was the exesution of the Act of
1830, prohibiting the emigration of Americans into Texas.
Another was the surfender of Lorenzo de Zavala, who
had become a refugee in Tlexas, in consequence of moving

a law, in-thé Mexican Congress, directed against hurch

r - 1 1 3. ) S . . L.
property. Lo enforce these demands, (Gener | Cos took

possession of ‘Antonio e Bexar. | On the other hand, U
Texans prepared for an armed resistance, and on the

of Sv_';:'.rnﬂ_n_":. 1835, they attacked and defeated a party of
Mexicans at the town of Gonzales, on the Rio Guadalupe.

Thus was commenced the warand revolution of Texas:
a war which arose, on'the part of Mexico, from an atiempt
to enforce the authorityof the govérnment de facto (with-
out reference to the Constitution) over the province of
Texas; and ob the side of Texas, in an obvious allempt
to make that province virtually independent of Mexico.

On-the 3d of November, 1835, the delegates of Texas
assembled at San Felipe de Austin, and issued a solemn
declaration against Santa Annz and other military chief-
tains. “who had by force of arms overthrown the Federal
Institutions of Mexico, and dissolved the social compacs
which existed between Texas and the ‘other members of
the Mexican confederacy.”

The war thus commenced between Texas and the
mother-country continued, with various  fortune, till the
21st of April, 1836, when General Santa Anna was, cap-
tared at the battle of San Jacinto, and the Mexican au-

thority over the Texans really destroyed.

CAPTURE OF SANTA ANNA. 13

Ou the 2d of March previously, the Texan delegates
assembled at Waghington on the Brazos, made a formal
declaration of '.ndc:;.cnj--;. », signed a constitution, and
organized a government. This independence Santa Anna,
a captive in the hands of the Texan army, afterwards
bound himself o “ solemnly acknowledge, sanction, and
ratify ;’

. 1

and 1o use his personal and official powers to pro-
cure without d
treaty by the lezitimate government of Mexico.

The boundaries of Texas, as then defined, are of Im-
portance as constituting o : grounds of claim on
the part of the government of the United States against
Mexico. They re declared to be as follows :(—

* Beginning at the mouth of the-Rie Grande ; thence
up the principal stream of said river to its source ; thence
due north toithe 42° of north latitude ; thence glong the

boundary line,'as defined in the wreaty between the United

States and Spain, (Febraary, 1819,) to the beginning.”

[ 14

To any claam of boundary, however, resting upon this
concession of Santa Anna, it is well replied, that it was
made when he was under constraint, and was In its very
terms of no effect till ied by the legitimate” govern-
ment of Mexico. Accordingly when, a litle while after-
wards, Bustamente became l’).t‘.\‘.'i«'r‘.i of .\It".\ii;“, he re-
pudiz this_ treaty, and recommenced the ‘Wwar with
Texas! This war was' conlinued, in despitory and ‘pre-
datory excursions, on both,sides, till Texas was finally
annexed to the United States.

While things were in this state—the mother country
contending for its, ‘continued dominion, and the young
province for ‘absolute indé¢pendence—the QUESTION OF
ANNEXATION (as it i litically called) arose both in
B




14 ANNEXATION OF TEXAS.

the United States and Texas. The inhabitants of the
latter, we have said, were chiefly citizens of the United
States—persons whom past adversities or future hopes
had smpelled| o this néw region in pursuit of fortune or
adventure. If 1t was natural for them thus to pursue
these new objects, it was equally natural that they sho

desire 1o remain politically and /socially connected with
the land of their Lirth and the héme of their associations
Accordingly, as early as the 4th of August, 1837, scon
alter she declared lier independence; Texas pi posed to
annex herself 10 the United Siates! ‘he then president
of thiscouniry, Mr.- Van Buren, ined the terms, for
reasons which were alike honorable to his sagacily as a
man, and his principles as a statesmian. He declared;
that so-long as we were bound by aireaty of a nity and

l‘ 0 .
commerce with Mexico, to annex Texas wounld necessa-

l'l}‘\' involve the quesiton of 'war ;<dnd/ that a disposition to
espouse the-quarrel with Mexico -was at variance with the
spirit of the treaty; % vith the policy and welfare of the
Uniled States?

‘Texas continued negotiations with the Usnited States,
with Great Britain; France, and Mexico—th bject of
which was 1o procure the acknowledgment of her inde-
pendence by Mexico, or her protection by some more
powerful government, “Thus matters continued—=a partial
war al oné ume, and a series of negot atnons at another—

i ration of Presidem

On the 6th of Octo
uiry ol State, proposed to the Texan
envoy the renewdl of negotiations for (the annexation- of

! Vide Stute Papers. * Idem.

BOCANEGRA 8 LETTER.

Texas to the Mnited States : which was accepted by the

I'exan exec iive.

11. the. mean wh 'r'. the subject had an-n n’i"f‘!:s\c'vf 111

the n wsphpers,and the Mexican government avail
self of thiSfimformation to make a formal declaration of its
views on this im an int. Mr. Bocanegra, the Mex-
ican .\l.:xn’. ] '

(August 23

Mexi

ressed a 11.:7:3’

our migisier

ring to effect
ifrom a cone

notonous  incapability to form and

consiftule an ;""'.I"""!' watlior i their ’H‘-H\'_;

changed their situation, « 0 separate

themselves from thefr m lis Excellency

] 3

the Provisional President, rest s deep conviction,
| { 1 v ‘. " !

is. obliged to prevent anagoress inpreeedented in the

nnalsol the world, from I‘r‘!!r\ consummauted ;: and if 714

ba z'u/.:.\[n nsabie jfor the Mexican nation to seek.see urity

il A

Jor uswights at the expense of the disasters ::/ war, i

upon God., and rely on us own l'ffurls for the

’»
15 1ust cause S

This de Claralion was a nolce to the American govern-

s fe vl ool }
1l wited ron
1

1 the annexation,
ness of Mr. Van
ldy Thompsen, in

f the Mexican
mmisier

1

silent as to the
atutude really assumed by tl Jnited States.

A short ume ~v,f::~1‘1‘ nt o this correspendence, and

' State Papers—Letter of Bocanegra.




ALMONTE S.LETTER.

derstanding of e meaning of
onte, Mexican ministeér at WWashing-

1 note to Mr. Upshur, Secretary of State,
ch the foll« Wing passage 18 a partg—
the hopes and wishes entertained

for the preservation

good undersianding and harmony which should

"3 : )
governpment ol the undersigned

21l ”!‘\,

, in defiagee o gals] iith, and the

f justice which they have constantly proclaim-

heard-of act of ¥iolence of appropriating

the Mexican¥erritory,

name of his nations and now for

he most solemn manner against such

he moreover declares, by express order

on sanetion being given by the

n to the ingorporation of Texas into

he will ‘consider his mission ended,

as the Secretlary of State will have learned,

can government 1s resolved to declare war as
receives intimation of such an act.™

be observed,

formed the Ex-

must inevitably

t, therefore, be-said, with

government of the United

: reason to anticl-

slect that preparation which

ember 3d

8 comumencecd

LORD ABERDEEN'S LETTER. 17

The plan of ‘annexation, notwithstanding these explicit
declaraugns ofthe Mexican government, was anxiously
and sedulously pursued by the Executive of the United
States.  Mr. J, ‘C. Calhoun, who had succeeded Mr.
Upshur! a8 Secretary of State, signed with the Ministers
Plenipotentiary of Texas (Messrs. Van Zandt and Hen-
derson) a Treaty of Annexation, on the 12th of April,
1844. In the same month, the Secretary of State (Mr.
Calhoun) adwised the Chargé d’Affaires in Mexico, * that
the step had been forced on the government o1 the
United Stages in self-defence, in consequence of the poli-
cy adopted by Great Brilain in reference to the abolition
of slavery in Texas.™ At the same moment, there had
been presentediby Mr. Pakenham; (British “minister,)
and was on file in the De partment of Siate, a solemn
declaration of the British government, by Lord Aberdeen,
that this idea of Britush interference was a gross mistake.?
In this declaration, Lord Aberdeen savs,—

*With regard 1o Texas, we avow that we wish to see
slavery abolished there, or elsewhere ; and we should re-
joice, if ithe recognition of that country by the Mexican
goveriment, should be accompanied by an engagement
on the part of Texas to abolish slavery, and under
proper conditions throughout the republic. But although
we.earnestly desite and feel it to be-our dutyito promote
such a consummation, we shall not snterfere unduly, or

with an unproper assumplion of authority with either

! Me. Upshur was killed on boand the Princeton,
* Stute Correspondence, April, 1844
"Hord Aberdeen's Lolter was dated Decernber 26th, 1843 ; and pre-
wuled by Mr. Pukeuhum, February 26th, 1844,
b2 2




16 TREATY REJECTED.

party, in order to insure the adoption ofssuch a course.

We skall counsel, but we shall

nol seek to compel or un-
duly.control either party.”

Did the President and Secretary of State disbelievé
this declaration 7 In any case, upon whathevidence, did
the Segretary declare, that the governiment of the United
Staies was forced into this step,.in consequence of the

f, \ R U roatl ‘Rt A laverv:. in. Texas?
interference of (Great Botain with slavery in lexas!
Upon what principle of the Constitution did #he American

government, interfere with Texas for such a cause *—

The plan of annexation, however, was strenuously pushed
by iis projectors:

On/the 22d-of April,- 1844, Mr. Tyler submittéd*to the
Senate a Treaty of Annexation, which was soon after re-
for public discussion.!

In consequence of the election of President Polk in
]

jected, and the question left open
Novémber, 1844, and the apparent approval of annexa-
tion by the !vr"-in'n‘ of the United States, Congress on the
1st of March, 1845, passed what is called the Joinr
REesoruTion, giving its  consent that the territory “ right-
fully ‘belonging to-the Republic of Texas” might be
erected into a new State called the State of Texas:

’

sub-
ject, however, to the adjustment by this government of
“all questions of boundary that may arise with other
government

The texms of this Resalation admit that Texas might
have claimed boundaries which were not rightfully belong-
ing to her, and that these “q ions of boundary” had yet
to be settled,

To the terms of the Joint Resolution, Texas assented

the Pablie Documents of 1544

GEN. TAYLOR ORDERED TO CORPUS CHRIST] 19

by her ordinanee of July 4th, 1845, and having formed her
Constitation, became virtually a State in the American
Union* "Two days after this {(July 7th) the same Con-

}

venton rg'x;n-'-?:ﬁ the President of the United States to

occupy the ports of Texas, and send an army to their
defence. 'This desire the Président of the United States
immediately comiphied with.

GeneraL Zacusry Tavror, then in command at Camp
Jessup, was ordered to move his forces into Texas, weeks
before the War Department had received information of
the Texan ordinance. On the 28th of June, Mr. Donel-
son, then minister to Texas, and 1o whom General Tavlor
was referred for advice upon his movements, wrote him
that* he had best moye’ his forces * without delay to the

western frontier of Pexas,” and also informmyg him that

Corpus Christi, on Aranzas Bay, was the best point for

the assembling of “his troops. The same lelier al¢o ad-
mitted that the connfry bétween the Nueces and the Rio
Grande was in dispute, the Texans holding Corpus
Christt and the Mexicans Santiago, ab the mouth of the
Rio Gronde? :
Generul Taylor proceeded immediately with the forces
under his command to Aranzas Bay, and in the beginning
of August, 1845, had taken the position assigned him by the
government, Alhthe troops ig the west, the I'."l".ll\\"!”.-, and
the Auantic which could he spared, were ordered to join
him. In November, 1845, by the report of the Adjutant-

<

: 2 3
General, s lollows :(—~




STRENGTH OF THE ARMY.

General Staff - - - 24
2d Regiment of Dragoons - 596
Ist of Artillery - 236
2d - 233
3d - 219
4th 235
3d Regiment 533
4th o 511
5th 574
7ih ! - 442
8th - 447

Agaregate -

This was General Taylor's armv in Novémber, 1845,
when, by the confession of the government, the territory
between his position and Santiago, or rather, between the
Nueces and the Rio Grande, was in dispute, and the
subject of negotiation for boundaries.

What, however, was at this moment the real position

of affairs in regard to the question of war? Was there any

room to doubt that war was the necessary consequence
of annexation? Was there any thing to justify the total
neglect of all preparation for so serious a conflict, as war
with a nation, however inferior, of seven millions of people?
The facts, as we have reviewed them, are simple and
brief.

Mexico, hearing from the United States the distant
rumors of an intended annexation of Texas, announces by
Mr. Bocanegra 1o the¢ American minister, that she will
resent such an act at the expense of the disasters of war.

In the same year, (1843,) and a few months later, the

Mexican minister, General Almonte, reaffirms the same
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fixed determination of his government in a letter to the
American Secretary of State.

Whensthe act for annexation is passed, Almonte de-
clares in his final note to the Secretary of State, that it is
the most unjust act recorded in the annals of history ;
protests against it; declareés that his governmentwill resist
it by all the means in its powerj and demands his passports.

The diplomatic correspondence of our government
shows, that it apprehended war—that it knew well the
sole cause by which war would come—and that in'the
minds of the President and his cabinet, the annexation of
Texas, and its disputed boundaries, was the sole founda-
tion for any rupture with Mexico.

The march of General Taylor's army was evidently
and declaredly! intended to meet the contingencies of
such a rupture.

The most remarkable fact in this transaction, is that,
with this apprehension of war vividly impressed upon
the mind of the government, the President should never
have asked Congress for one: dollar of money, or one
company of soldiers in addition to the provisions of the
peace establishment! Upon what principle was it as-
sumed, that an entire province 'could be wrested from
one empire and give no cause for war? Upon what idea
of prudenceior sagacity ‘'was all preparation for that war
negiected, ull battles were already fought, and the op-
posing nation excited by all the worst feelings of national
and martial controversy !

The effect of this neglect we shall see in the series of
subsequent events.

1 See Donelsou's Carrespondence




WAR INEVITABLE,

CHAPTER ]I

War inevitable—General Scott at W ashimgton—Recommends an inersase
of the Army—Mission of Mr, Slidef—Downfall of Herrera— Departure
of Slidall—General Taglor merches from ( orpus Christi—Arrives at
Poiut Isabel—In front of Metdmorss =Cupture of Cuptain Thornton’s
party—March of General Taylor to Point  Isabel—Battles of Palo Alto
and Resaca de la Palma—Taylor's Offiéial Report.

WE have traced in the preceding chapter the negotia-
tions of the United States with Mexico and Texas tothat
point, i which the Mexican Secretary for Foreign' Af-
fairs, and the' Mexican minister at Washington, officially
anpounced that the annexation of Texas to the United
States would be considered just cause of war, and the lat-
ter-had departed-from Washipgton with hostile declara-
tions. | That this declaration was believed. and that war
would result from that act, the American Charge d' Af-
Jaires.in-Texas (Mr. Donelson) shows in his entire cor-
respondence. In his letter of June 4th, 1845. to the Sec-
retary of State, he declares his full belief that war will
oceur, although he chose o attribute it to the 1nsligation
of the British minister, Mt. Elliott.

Mr! Donelson makes this remarkable announcement ;—

“I'look upon war with Mexico as inevitable—a war
dictated by the British minister here for.the purpose of
defeating annexation, und intended arall évents io deprive
both Texas and the United States' of all’ claim 16 the

country between the Nueces and the Rio Grande , at the
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time the right of Texas to the protection of the United

olates arises under the contingency anticipale d by you at

the date of your last despatch to me.

The * contingency” here spoken of by the Chargé, was

stated in Mr. Bucl wn's letter of May 23d, 1845, and

was simply the acce nce; by Texas, of the conditions of

yinexation st nnl resolution of ('-'!.; ‘eSS,

The question of * boundaries” was by that resoclution
and by prior negotia eft ope or fulure discus-
sion i suchanan, therefore, cantiously uses the téerm
‘state,” rence to Lthe annexation of Texas, and tells
Mr. Dornelson (23d of May. ) that, 1n the event of
annexation, the Pre M Wi em 1t_his duty to “em-
ploy the armyandefending tiat state against the attacks
of anv fo n power,” It was thé state of Texas. what-
ever thal might s Wwhich, in M vy, 1545, the President
undertook to defend, ‘and not anv ima anary boundary,

r shpposed claim of Texas beyond the Nueces. tiie Rio

Grrande,

Underihe idea, however, as expressed in his letter of
the 4th of .I'- il war 1 n lable, \I' ancison
asks the government for an ar ¥y W delend the v.”n.»st‘d
trontier of T'exas, and it is undes this requisiiion that the
corps of General Tavylor s ordered 10 Corpus Christi,
ingd-became, wm another ye: e mvading anny of Mex-

| 2 manner in which 13 was
projected and shadowed

correspondence of

Messrs. Buchanan and Donelso o leave the historian
of these events no doubiful poiats to/discuss. If they are
uol-certmn and fixed ‘on the map of Time, in v un shall

We ook lor any lanthiul volume of human transa lons.
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What was in prospect for the army when arrived in
Texas, and its purpose there, is thus stated by Mr. Don-
elson ;—

“Under such e¢ircumstances, the officer intended for
the command of the' United States troops on the Texan
frontier may expect to find a large force of the enemy there;
and it;is suggesied: whether that officer ought not at once
to beiselected, and ordered to some near and convenient
point for the purpose of communicating with me, and
providing the most prompt means of action the moment
he is advised of the decision of the Convention of Texas

on the terms of union proposed in our joint resolution.”

The requisition of Mr. Donelson was complied with,

An express was sent. 1o/ General ‘Taylor, at-Fort-Jessup ;
his troops were orderéd into Texas; and Captain Stock-
ton was ordered with a squadron into the Gulf of Mexico;
both with the avowed object of repelling the attacks of
Mexico,—an anticipated consequence of annexation.!

During thig'period General Scott was at Washington,
in the dilizent performance of his military daties as the
commander of the army, without taking any public part
in the political discussions of the day.

The comnauder of the army, even: on the peace estab-
lishment of the United States, must necessarily carry on an
extensive coirespondence, and have the oversight-of many
and various 'departments of the public service." General
Scott found ample scope for his official talents and time, in
both the superintendence and the anticipation of the wants
and means of the army. ~ At the ume General Taylor was
despatched 10 the frontier of Texas, the American army

t Mr. Buchanan's letter to Mr. Donelson, dated June 15th, 1845.
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was actually of less numerical strength than it bad been

]

in anv vear since 1808! And yet the official documents

prove that ‘al that very moment of time the government

1

was in daily expectation ol war; and yet the Executive

{id not ask from Congress an additional regiment, nor did

Congress anticipate the need of additional means !!

General Scott, however, in his annual report upon the
state of the army, recommended, what the other depart-
ments of the government seem strangely to have over-
looked,—a small increase of the army. He j ointed out a
very easy method of doing this, without raising additional
regiments, or even requinng additional officers. Dunng
the presidency of Mr. Monroe, and while: Mr. Calhoun
was Secrelary.at-War, (and, indeed, upon his recom-
meéndation,) the plan had been adopted of having skeleton
remiments, in whichall the officers were retained, but the
;uimhm' of privates reduced one-half. The reason for
this was very strong. It was that, having all the officers
ready, and a skéleton of the regiment, the number of the
army might be doubled, in time! of emergency, by new
x:uhslvncﬁh. without the expense of permanent maintens
ance. Accordingly; the regiments of artillery and infantry
had but forty-fwo privates in each coimpany, when the
number should have been eighty-four. The Military
Academy had furnished a large number of valuable offi-
cers, many of whom tere attached to the regiments by
brevet

General Scott proposed to increase the army, simply
by filling up these skeleton companies, and giving em-

1 T'he President twice in his Messape (Decetuber, 18 15) alloded to the

janger of a war with Mexico; but recommended nothiog for the army
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ployment to these brevet officers. In his report (Novem-
ber 201h, 1845) he says:

‘ By adding ten privates to each company of dragoons,
now filty privates each, and twenty privates to each com-
pany of arullery and<infantry, now forty-two privates each
of 'the present establishinent, we should have a total in-
crease (by this plan) for, twenty companies of dragoons,
forty of artiflery, and eighty of infantry, of twenty-six
hundred privates =without the addition of a regiment, or
of oneé non-commissioned oflicer, musician, or artificer
See organization (table) of the regular ormy of the Una-
ted States, Ariny Register. But, in this case, an ad-
ditional subaltern {second lientenant) to each company of
dragoons and lnI’u:xl:"\' (one hundréd) would-be necessary
There are, at present, about/ minety-five brevet second
lieutenants (graduates of the Military Academy—strangely
called SUpETNUIRET ATY by act of .\;z:x! 29, 1812, see. 4
attached.to-companies, and doing duty with them. Thest
officers would be absorbed;” by promotion, should ths
second, plan of ‘augmentation be cars »d out, and the
future supernumerary or bre second. lieutenantsi(grad-
uates of the Academy) | kept down, for a-series ‘of
years, 1o.a all number—not more than sufficient to sup-

ply three officers constantly on duty with. each company

and to give others for siaff and detached duties whichythe

progress of the seryice will, in five or seven years, cer-
tainly demand.”

This was General Scott's recommendation witliout
looking at the question of war with Mexico ; although n
now appears from offi¢ial documents, that ‘the war wag
then in the conlemplation of the cabinet,  Had the Presi

dent recommended, and Congress acceded to even: this
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small increase of the military force, it may be doubtéd
whether the invasion of Mexico, and the sanguinary bat-
tles which followed, would ever have occurred. General
Tavlor's army would have been increased early in the
sp:ﬂx:. nd the Mexican general would, not improbably,
have refrained from an attack, to which he was tempted
and invited by the weakness of the American force.

In the-autumn previous to this report, but alter General
Tavlor's army were assembled at Corpus Chnsu, and
while war was apj nily in 1ble, the President again
resorted to negotiation by means of an ndirect cor-
respondence with Mr. Black, American consul. at Mex-
ico. The Mexican government was inquired of,! whether
they would .receive an  envoy, *intrusted with full
powers to adjust all. the stions in dispute between
the two governments.” The Mexican Minister: for
Foreign Affairs (Manuel De La Peiia Y. Peiia) acceded
to this propositian, | rovided the mission was frank and
free, withount thg appearance of| coercion—and that the
Amencan squadron, then ¢ ff Vera Cruz, was recalled®
In saying thi ' naking other statements to the
American apents, ‘the Mexican cabinet alleged; that
they wished to avoid irmitation In the peopie of .\Il‘Xl(TO;

existing administration

feared the appearance

g too readily to the ‘wishes, of ihe Umted

States. The Mexican government desired peaces but
ithe popular €x« iemer

!

The cabinet at Washimgton immediately inted Mr

S Septeyaber 17th, 1845

o Mr, Biack
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MR. SLIDELL NOT RECEIVED.

John' Slidell envoy to#Mexico. He arrived at Sacri-
ficios on the 29ith of November,! and hastened to the
city of Mexico. At Puebla, he was met by our consul,
(Mt Black,) who informed him that the Mexican gov-
ernment were surprised -that the United States had sent
an envoy so suddenly—that_they were not prepared to
receive ‘him—that he 'was /not expected tll January—
and infine; that they were afraid his appearance would
prove destrictive to the government, and thus defeat
the intentions of peace.?  Mr, Slidell seems not to have
understood the’ obyious position of the Mexican min-
ister, nor to have subjected his jmpatience, in any degree,
to the dictates of prudence. He hurried on, and from
the 6th to the 20th of Decerpber, but two weeks, ad-
dressed three imperative notes-to Mr. Peila Y. Peia,
demanding the consideration of his credentials, and an
answer to his~demand. ~‘The Mexican administration
was in-instant danger of dissolution, and desired delay,
thatthey might better secure peace. The effect of Mr.
Slidell’s imperative ' haste was, to defeat the peaceful
intentions of the -Mexican government, and hurry it to
an‘abrupt denial of the American minister. On the 20th
of-December, twelve days from the date of his first note,

Mr. Slidell was officially informed, that the Mexican

government ¢oild not admit him * to;the exercise of

the functions of the Tnission conferred on him by the

United States é:u\'crn:ncnl."3 The ground of the re-

Mr. Black to Mr. Buchanzu December 18th, 1845
*« Mr. Black's Latter to Buchanan, December 18th, 1845, Slidefl’s Lot
ter to Buchanan, Decomber 17th, 1845,

M. Peiia Y Pefin’s Lotter to

. December 20th, 1845
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fusal was, that the American enyoy was apponted as a
general and ordinary minister—when, in consequence of
the interrupted and broken relations between the two
nations, he should have been appointed a commissioner
to settle the specific differences which were in dispute
between the countries. The diplomatic (‘lr:'r--<[>\'|u<izrnr‘n~.
however, proves conclusively, that a fear of impending
revolution, as a consequence of negotiating with the
United States, was hurried to a premature crisis by the
untimely importunities -of Mr. Slidell. « The dreaded
revolution took place, and in nine days after, (the 29ih
of December,) the sdministration of President Herrera
was overthrown. His successor, Parepes, was a mili-
tary. chief—whojyion the 2d January;- (1846;) was ush-
ered by the troops into the capital of Mexico. A tempo-
rary government was spon formed, of which General
Almonte, late minister to the United States, was a lead-
ing member.!

Mr. Slidell retired to Jalapa, where he remained till
March, when under instructions from the Department of
State, he again made overtures to the Mexican govern-
ment® ~ To this new proposition, the Mexican minister
for Foreign Affairs (Mr. Costillo Y. Lanzas) again re-
turned an unequivocal denal’ He informed the Ameri-
CAn envoy, that it was the firm intention of the Mexican
government to admit only a plenipotentiary from the

inile Mate S ha 55 wiret
United States, clothed with special powers to Lreal

! Shidell to Bochanan, January 14th, 1846,
¥ Shdell to Costillo Y. Lauzas, March Ist, 1546,
% Costillo Y, Lanzas to Slidell, March 12th, 1846

€2




30 TROOPS ORDERED TO THE RIO GRANDE.

upon’ the question of “Texas, and upon this alone ;” and
that upon this point its resolve was immutable. When
this answer was returned, the reader of history will ob-
serve; that General Tavlor’s roops had already taken
position on the RioGrande, and that their presence there
was deemed, in Mexico, a new wrong and injury® to'that
rv;mhhc.

This letter ‘closed, on the, part of Mexico, its diplo-
mati¢ correspondence with ‘the United States. On the
21stof March? Mr. Costillo Y. Tianzas enclosed to Mr.
Slidell bis passports from the Méxican territories.

Long before this final refusalef the Mexican govern-

ment to receive-Mr. Slidell, the-President of the United
States bad determined to take-the initial, and advance
his troops to the Rio Grande, ~On the 20th of January,
Mr. Buchanan informed Mr.Slidell, that the President
had already ordered the army of Texas 1o advance and

» Rio Grande, and a

take posilion on the |
strong fleet 1o assemble in/the Gulf of Mexico® This
was done  before the answer of Mr. Pena Y. Peiia was
known at'Washington ; and when the Mexican govern-
ment had~€arnestly desired that no appearance of co-

ercion should be allowed.

The order, by which the army was moved from Corpus
Christi to-the Rio Grande, was dated January 13th,
I846, before the government had received the cor-
respondence of Slidel th na Y. Peha, and before

it knew of the overthrow of srrera, and the accession

¥ General Taylor's Report, March 8th, 1846

¥ Buchanau to Shdell, Janvary 20th, 1846
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It suggesied to Genersl 'l‘.(ylnr the

opposite Metamoras and Mier, and the vicinity
Laredo,” as stations for the American army.?

March; the advance lumn of the

| ‘T'wi nmenced its march from

on 1 th, the whole was con-

inks of the Arroyo Colorado, about

arty of irregular

Ugl;v‘-\xh‘

reconnars-

be an act

the army

shed

s position at Point Isabel ; the buildings of which "the

Mexican prefect attempted to bumm, as he left the place.®

On the 28th of March, General i iylor took his posi-
tion within cannon range of Metamoras.® The Mexican
forces he town commenced  preparing batteries to
bear the American camp; and General TPaylor also

batteries to command Metamoras. Such was
the position of the parties, when a conference was held
etween Generals Worth and La Vega as 1o the objects

to Genernl Taylor,

on terrilory clagnes
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in advancing the army. «The conference was fruitless of
any results.

At this time, it was obvious to all intelligent minds that
war was unavoidable. The crisis—to which the annexa-
tion  of Texas clearly pointed—had come. Mr. Slidell
had received ' his final rejection from Mr. Costillo Y. Lan-
zas,on the 12th of March. On the 8th, (four days before,)
the army had marched from Corpus Christi to the Rio
Grande. It -had-now arrived in front of Metamoras,

here the forces of Mexico were arrayed, and where the
declarations of officers, the armament of batteries, and all
the paraphernalia of martial display, indicated an instant
conflict.  Notwithstanding all these plain indications of
war; the movements of the administration at howe exhibit-
ed-no symptoms’ of any thing but unbroken and continued
peace. The recommendations of General Seeolt for an
increase of the army were disrggarded. 'The President
and CGongress moved placidly/on, as if neither arms or
money, strepgth or blood were i'“({l..:l‘ll lo secure ils easy
victory over a weak and-efleminate foe. Some prepara-
tions had heretofore -been deemed necessary by slatesmen
to meet the exigencies of war, even with very inferior
powers. In this instance, there was none. The official
returns show that one-half the entire army of the United
States was in the corps of General Taylor, while various
military posts and foris in the northwest and 'on the Al-
lantic, were entirely deprived of their garrisons to make
1

up the forces on the Rio Grande. Even this army was

almost totally withount the wagons, animals, and drivers ne-

gessary for 'common field transportalion. Tliey had 1o be

] l(--5~ rt of Genernl Scott.  Public Docaments of 1845,
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procured e heart the intry, at places near two
thousand miles { [ 0] X The march
of the American army « 1 srande—the erection
of batteries within gunshot of Metamoras—the appearance
Arrovoe Colorado—the notice
that stream by the Amernican
troops would be considered an act of war—and the con
centration of large bodi f Mexican troops, known o
have been marched to that vicinity—all announced, by no
uncertain indicalion hat the nflict of war was about
to commence, and the annexation of Texas to be followed
J | : ‘\.'A.‘A‘ '\\.
On the 24th of April; General Arista assumed the chief

comix .l'l.l

of the-army of Mexico. On.the same day

General Taylor detached a party of 63 dragoons to walch
the course of the river. above Metamoras. This party,
undep the command of ‘Captain Thomton, were watched
by the Mexicans, and at ‘& point about thirty miles from
thesAmerican camp, were surpnsed and antacked, / fler
the loss of six nen killed and wounded, they were
compelled to surrender t ¢ superior forces of the Mex-
wcans, who in bers | $ unded them inn
fenced plantation fi id This was the first actual figin
of the war, and was cel t t "1-\ iNS as an at

gury favorab!) J ) i { events which follow

ed. 10 the ncee il Ansta, desirous of\making
a favorabl mpi sjo0; € 11 risoners with distin-
ruished respect

Eu

! See the Letter of Colonel Cross, dated November 234, 1845, det

the fact, th 3 ! 8d 0o mean afsporiation whalever




34 ATTACK ON FORT BROWN.
* BROWN RELIEVED.

Three days alter this affair, t ~amp of C

in Walk-
i 1

r's Texan Rangers was surprised, and several killed and

P
wounded.! This was between Point Isabel and Méeta-

moras). In the méan while, 1t Wwas ascertained that a large
body of the Mexican atmy had crossed the river (Rio
(3 IoYnbhove %3 and thiat )¢ sther e o 3 e ¢ - =
Urrande) aboyve,” and that another cor 1S about to cross ) .

! A TAAICRT ueht ime had arrived
below.  General ‘Pavior was convinced that the object of

P Captain Thornton’s
ittack was Point Isabel, which 'bad been left in care of a :

X ! » el of large quantities of
mvited 'the enemy. Lieaving ‘an unfinish field-work, :

small detachment, and where a large depot of provisions

Mexican troops. Arisla
i
y - SEas PR Y
- rovisions and fary mumtions, was comparativeiy de-

mder the command of Major Brown, and' garrisoned by P _ ) . ’ , g .
el 4 <1 i y ” fenceless ) take n lace would, ih¢ ZL{'?Y(', both cut
the 7th infantry;, with Lowd’s and Bragg’s companies of

1 g : : X off the supj } r’s army, and leave it rsolated in
artillery, he marched for Point Isabel on th st of May, - - Sy P '
. . . . : : the heart of the enemy's country. The plan of Ansta
with his main force, and arrived on the next.day. = ; .

- was to cr I{IU Lrande, gel 10 1he rear Or Gre

I'he departure of General Taylor with his army, fur- ' 1
£ ik 7’7 p nt Isa ‘Ul, and then fall on the

Taylor’s army, capture
American army.! The

prevented from being carried out, by the accidental infor-

|
I

nished enemy in Metamoras with the opportunity for a 1 |
x =5 i b b lan was judicious, and was only
safe attack on Fort Brown. - Affive in the morning of the
24 af \] o haad®l Wkt - = .
3d of ¥Mav, a heavy bom 1en m i from : -~ . e -
g f n brought to G eneral l‘n_\.-v:' by one of Thornton's

hé batteriesm Metamora ind continued at mtervals till .

The rapid

" gent in by the Mexican commander
fort were re- x
\ of the army to Point Isabel was a « onsequence of

+ Hawkins : ‘ A
2 information, and. the additional fact that the enemy
was preparing o cross oW uither the Mexican army

o was dilatory in its movement, or the body detailed to
1sly continued by apla y : .
- } ross b a junction, for the forces of
sfreld was oy
el without encountering
'y 1
fort was built, and " by whose
re increased and strength- ! |
=/ expediton, and gar-
rican general
yrt Brown was raised by the arrival
ylors Report, May 3d, 1546, Captain Walker
Pub. Doc. 119

juonce of
enemy's

cwkins, and General
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commenced his return to Fort Brown on the 7ih of May,
a week after his departure. The army was accompanied
by-a train-of .wagons, and encamped at night about seven
miles from Isabel. - The next day (the 8th) the march
was rr-.~un;v,3<:?. and at- noon the nemy was dise vered
drawn up in battle array upon a prairie three miles from
the Palo Altol | The army we alted, and the men re-
freshed at a pool. The liné was formed in two wings

The right, commanded by Co 1228, was composed
of the 5th-Infantry, Colonel Mclntosh ; 3d [nfantry, Cap-
tain Morris ; 4th Infantry, Major Allen; Ringgold’s Light
Artillery ;1 two eighteen-pounds inder Lit. Churchill ;
and two squadrons of Dragoons under Captains Ker and
May. \The left wing, under the ¢command of Lt. Colonel
Bciknap, was formed by a battalion of Artillery, Colonel

Childs, Captain Duncan’s Light Artillery, and the Sth

fnfanlr_v, under Captain Montgome ry. The train was left

in the rear, protected by a guard.

AttwoP. m., the army advanced by heads of columns,
till ‘the Mexican canfion opened upon them, when they
were_deployed into line, and Ringgold’s Light Artillery
on the right, poured forth its » ipid and deadly fire on the
enemy. The Mexican cavalry, mostly Lancers, were on
their left, and were forced back by the destructive dis-
charges of artillery. / To remedy this, General Arista ore
dc,rmf'l‘orrv}"::‘ géneral of cavalry, 1arge the American
right. 'This he did, but was met by the I lying Antillery,
under Lt. Ridgely, and by the 5th [nfantry. The Lan-
cers were again-driven back. | At this period| the prairie
grass was set on fire, and under cover of itz smoke (he
Americans advanced to the position just occupied by the

posit
Mexican cavalry. Again a Mexican division of Lancers

e Avy
ORIV O'1Vd 0 ALLIVE UL LV AOTAVL TVYINTD

iRl
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charged, under the command of Col. Montero,! but with
as little success. The continuous fire of artillery disor-
dered and drove back the enemy's columns. On the left

wing of our army, attacks of the Mexicans were met by

Duncan’s battery, and by other troops of that division.

I'he combat on our side was chiefly carried on by artil-

lery; and never was there a more comj lete demonsiralion
of the superior skill and energy « { that Arm of service, as
conducted ?:}' the L.U'\‘H;;nl“-'hl d graduates of West-Point.
He who was the life and leader of the [,1;“.! ;\metry,

Masor RiNnceoLp—was in this engagement mortally
wounded, and died in a few days

The battle terminated with the possession, b)" the
Ainericans, of the field, and retreat during the night
of the Mexicans. Ansta, daling his despatch, says, “n
sight of the enemy, at night.” This might be true ; but
he was in retreat, and took a new position several miles
off. at Resaca de la Palma. ‘A ravine here crossed the
road, and on either side it was skirted with dense thickets.
This ravine was occupied by the Mexican artillery. The
position was well chosen ; and with troops better skilled
in the use of artillery, and with greater energy of body,
might have easily been defended.

General Taylor had ent amped on the field of battle,
from which he did pot depart till two p. M. the next day.
In two hours, the American army camse un sight of the
Mexican array. The dispositions of our troops were soon
made. A battery of artillery, u ler Lt Ridgely, moved
up the main road. while the 3d, 4th, and 5th Regiments
of Tnfantry deployed on eithe
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tery and by the infar ry on the wings, In this fir

ing

.\)'t.‘...l an-cannen were well mana €A DY G .’.‘:'1.:].‘ l;'l Vi

and Hv:q:wx:a, and the effect began 1o be severely

the American lines. /Tt 'was nece ssary to dislodge

and this duty was assigoned to Captain May of

£0o0ns, It was here that this officer became so disunp-
guished.  The charce was oall anlly made. The Dragocns
cut through the enemy. The artille rymen were dispersed,
and General La Vega taken prisoner, The Dragoons,
however, had advanced beyond-support, and in turn fell
back on-the main body. The regiments of infantry now
charged the Mexic¢an line. and-the ba le was soon ended
Their colimuos, now broken by successive ¢charoces, were
unable to bear the conlinued and \\('EJ«xi)r't't'!Pd fire };‘-un:d
upon them by beth infantry and artillery. They fled pre-
cipttately from the field, and were rapidly pursued by the
American rearguard. The Mexic ins lost many prisoners,
and ceased oot their flight till they either crossed or were
overwhelmed in the Wwaters of the Rio Grande. In these
engagements neither cowardice nor feebleness was attribu-
ted to them. They fougl gallant y; behaved well, and were
only conquered by that umon of physical strength and
superior skill, with which-some .nations are fﬂr!nn:m‘f‘\'
gified; by the natural influence of elimate and the artificial
developments of science.

In these engagements the commander of the American
forces, General Zachary Taylor, displayed the wtmost
coolness and bravery-—exposing himself in'the most dan-
gerous positions, and encouraging the troops by his heroic

example. Afier the battles were ended, his atiention to
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GEN. T @ | S DESPATCHES.

| | ] ] | 1l fr
wounded and the dying, whether friend or

sympalhy with suffering humanit)
separable from true courdge.

} i il e
We gere nsert the otiicial report :

Heapquanrens Axxy or Occrration,
Camp at Palo Alto, Texas, May 9, 18

St :—I have the honor to report that I was met

place yesterday, on my march from Point Is

Mexican forces, and after an action of about five hours, dis
lodged them from their position, and encamped upon the field

Our artillery, consisting of two 18-pounders and two light

batteries, was the arm chiefly engaged, and to the excellent

manner in which it was manoeuvred and served is our suc-

cess mainly due.

}

The strength of the enemy is believed to have been about

six thousand men, with seven pieces of artillery, and eight

hulldl’{'d :':n.xfi_v. “i> lf\SS is pi--!-‘\bf‘\‘ at least one hundred
killed. Our strength did not exceed, all told, twenty-three
hundred, whil i loss was comparatively trifling—four mer
killed, three officers and thirty-seven men wounded, several
of the latter mortally. [ regret to say that Major Ringgold
3d artillery, and Captain Paige infantry, are severely
wounded. Lieut. Luther, 2d artillery,

Y SO.

The enemy has fallen back, and it is believed has repassed

the river. I have advanced parties now thrown forward in
his direction, and shall move the main body immediately.

In the haste of this first report, I can only say that the
officers and men behaved in the most admirabie manne:
throughout the action. [ shall have the pleasure of making
® more detailed report when those of the different commanders
shall be received.

I em, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,

Brevel Brigadier-genaral, U. 8, A. Commund ne
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Heapauvanrees Arwy or Occursrion,
Camp at Resaca de la Palma, 3 miles from Matumoras,
10 o'clock, r x May 9, 1846,

Sie :—I1 have the honor to report that I marched with the

main body of the'army-at 2 o’clock to-day, having previously

thrown forward & ‘bady of light infantry into the forest,
which covers the Matamoras.road. When near the spot
where -1 -am now encamped, my advance discovered that'a
raving  crossi he road had ‘been occupied by the enemy
withartillery. -~ L immediately “ordered a battery of field
artillery to sweep the, position, flankiog and sustaining it by
the 3d, 41h, and 5th regiments, deployed as skirmishers to the
right_and left. /A heavy fire of artillery and of musketry
was kept.up for some time, until finally the enemy’s batteries
werg carried in succession by a squadron of dragoons and the
regiments of iafantry that were on the ground. He was soon
driven from his position, and pursued, by a squadron of dra-
goons, battalion of arti v, 3d infantry, and a light battery,
to the river. Our victory has been complete. Eight pieces
of artilleryy with a’ great quantity of ammunition, three
standards, and some pne hundréd prisoners have been taken ;
among the latter, Gen. La"Vega, and several other officers
One general is unders to have been ki . The enemy
has recrossed the river, and I am sure will not again molest
us on this bank.

The loss of the enemy in killed has been most severe.
Qur own has been very heavy, and I deeply regret to report
that(Lieut. Tage, 2d dragoons, Lieut. Cochrane, 4th infantry,
and “Lieut. Chadbourné, 8th Inf"xn!!.\’, killed on the
field. Lieut. Col. Payne, 4th artillery, Lieut. Col. Mclntosh
Lieut. Dobbins, 3d infantry, Capt. Hooe, and Lieut. Fowler,
5th infantry, and Capt. Montgomery, Licuts. Gates; Selden,
Mc¢Clay, Burbank and Jordan, 8th infantry, were wounded,
The exte four loss in killed and wounded is not yet ascer

tained, and is reserved for a aile port.
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The affair of to-day may be regarded as a proper supple-
ment to the cannonade of yesterday ; and the two taken to-
gether, exhibit the coolness and gallantry of our officers and

men in the most favorable light. All have d

one their duty,
and done it nobly, It will be my pride in a re circum
stantinl repor f b actions, to dwell upon particular in
stances of individual distinction.

It affords me peculiar pleasure to report that the field-work
opposite Matamoras has sustained itself handsomely during a
cannonade and bombardment of 168 hours. But the pleasure
13 uilu}- ] with pr sfound regret at the loss of its heroic and
indomitable commander, Major Brown, who died to-day from
the effect of & shell. [Ilis loss would be a severe one to the
service at any time, bu army under my orders, it is
indeed irreparable. & One officer and one non-commissioned
sfficer killed, and ten men wounded, comprise all the casual-
ties incident to this severe bombardment.

I inadvertently omitted to mention the capture of a large
number of pack mules left in the Mexican camp.

I'am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Brevet Brigadier-goneral, U. 8. Army Commanding.
{Onozezs No. 59.)

y commanding general congratulates the army under
his command upon the signal success which has crowned its
recent operations ugainst the, enemy. The cooluess”and

luring the action of the Sth! and the

impetuosity with which the enemy’s position and ar-
tillery were carried on the 9t ave > bes:
jualities of the American soldier. To every
soldier of his_cor nd the genersl public
thanks for the noble manner in which 3};»} have sustained
the honor of the service and
body of the

2




GEN, TAYLOR'S DESPATCHES.
less distin.
y cannonade and bom-
The army and the
country, while justly/rejpicing in this triumph of our arms,
will deplore the loss of many brave officers and men who fell
gallantly in the hour of combat.

2. It being necessary for the-commanding general to visit
Point Isabel on public business, Colonel Twiges will assume
gommand of the corps of the army near, Matamoras, including
the garrison of the ) field-work. He will occupy the former
lines of the army, making such dispositions for defence and
for the comfort of his command as he may deem advisable.
He will hold himself strictly on the defensive until the return
of the commanding general.

By order of Brigadier-general Taylor.
W. W. J. Briss, Act. Adjutant General.

Hespquanrens Anxy o Occo PATION, {

Poisv léases, Texns, May 12, 1846, {

Stk I am making a hasty yisit to this place, forthe pur-
pose of having an ibterview with Commodore Connor, whose

anchor’off the harbor, and arranging with

squadron is now at
hima.combined movement up the river. I avail myself of
the brief time at my command to report that the main body
of the army is now occupying 1is former position opposite
Muatamoras. The Mexican forces are almost disorganized,
and I shall lose no time in investing Matamoras, and opening
the navigation of the river.

I regret to report that Major Ringgold died the morning of
the 11th inst., of the severe wounds received in the action of
Palo Alto. With the exception of Capt. Paige, whose wound
is dangerous, the other wounded officers are doing well. In
my report of the second engagement, I accidentally omitted
the name of Lieut. Dobhins, 3d \infantry, among, the officers
slightly wounded, and desire that the omission may be sup-
plied in the despatch itself. I am under the painful necessity
of reporting that Lieut. Blake, topographical engineers, after
rendering distinguished service in my stafl’ during the aflair
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of the Sth inst., acci lly shot himsell with a pistol on the
following day, and « red before night.
It has been quite impossible as yet to furnish detailed re-
ports of o1 npagements with the enemy, or even aceurate
returns of tl illed and wounded. Our 5 1S N far from
8 officers and 40 men killed, and 13 officers and 100 men
wounded : while that of the enc my has in all ['r.'f-‘xhifﬂl\.‘ ex-

illed : more than 200 have been buried by us

ceeded 300 k
on the two fields of buttie,
I have exchanged a sufficient number of prisoners o re-

cover the command of Captain Thornton. e wounded

prisoners have been sent to Matamoras—the woundead officers
on their parole. General La Veca and a few other
have been sent to New Orleans, having declined a }
and will be reported to Ma ren. Gaines. 1 am not con.-

ffic

versant with the ’ ) ar in such cases, and beg that

such provision may be m wr these prisoners as may bk
suthorized by law. Qur own prisgners have begen treated
with great kindness by the Mexican officers

T'am, sir, very respeetfully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Beevet Brigudier-general, U. 8. A, Commanding.

The resvrT of these battles, however, was fatal. The
Mexican republic lost all power, either present or future, of
retaining one foot of that vast tertitorial empiré which they
once held east of the Rio Grande. - The conquerors were
l('m}d"‘i. in the flush of victory, to carry their arms beyond
that melancholy river ;—to seek for glory in conquests ;
—10 find the gratification of dominion in foreign lands;—
—1to indulge the wapacious lust of power ;—1o leaveficlds
fertile -in ‘blessings' for others fertile only in blood;—and
finally, to make it uncertain whether even the best of Re-
publics can resist the universal tendency of man to build

up Empires—by the desjruction of Justice.




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

CHAPTER IIL

Action of Copgress—Docluration of tha President.—Lagistation.—General
Scott's Views of the War——His Comments on the Plan of Campaign
—His Commespoudence with Secretary Marcy.—The Grounds for his

Opions I& ordered 1o rémain st Washington

Tue news of the capture of Captain Thornton’s party
was received with great surprise by the nation, and the
government. Notwithstanding all the acis of the United
States-and-Mexico, both diplomatic and legislative, during
the previous four years, had (tended to this and no other
result ; ‘and notwithstanding General Taylor had been
ordered to the Rio Grande with four thousand regular
troops, yet neither people nor President seem to have
realized that war was actually near at hand. They appear
to have relied upon some invisible Providence to prevent
a-catastrophe, which to a reasonable mind, and especially

to one imbued with the a statesman, seemed

inevitable.!

tio Grande, was

The mtelligence of hostilities on the
therefore ‘réceived 'with astonishment, and for a time
occasioned a powerful excitement. Congress was-then
gession, and the President immediately sent in an ex-

traordinary Message? In this, he declared that the

! Mr. Clay declared in the cuuvass of 1844, that the annexation’ ui

Texas was equivalent to a war with Mexico, and that war must follow

* Presudent's Message, dated the of ) 1846
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Mexican government had ““ at last invaded our territory,

y . g
and shed the blood of our fellow-citizens on our cwn soil.

In the same Message, and in the paragraph immediately
following, he stated that Mr. Slidell was sent to Mexico
with full powers to adjust all the questions in dispute be-
tween the two governments, *“bot/ > questions of the
Texas boundary, and of indemnification to our
The boundary in dispute was the western boundary of
Texas only, and hence this was a clear admission, that
the territory adjacent was in -di pute, and was not our
sorl, 1wl the quesuon of bound

Congress, however, with le ha { ' delibera-
tion, i le » declaration o e President, and de-
clared that, “ by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a
state of war exists between that government and the
United States.” At the same time, that body authorized

the President-to accept the services of fifty thousand
volunteers, and placed ten millions of dollars at his dis-

pus.x!. The intention was to put an end to the war. l-.y a

vigorous_ effort and decisive victories. The President

declared that an his opinion, “the immediate appearance

in arms of a large and ovérpowering force,” would be the
best means of produacing peace.?

Just two days before this declaration, the decisive

gt
battle of Resaca de la Palma had been foucht. and the

army-of Arista pursued beyond the Rio Grande.—We are

now to see what plans the government had formed for the

further prosecution of the war.

L% terrs & idex was “ to con jusr
& poace i appearns to belong o the

poet Lol




PLANS FOR THE WAR.

At this time, General Scott, as commander of the army,
was-stalian +d_ar Washington, engage n arranging and
superintending the yarions st ff duties of the army. He
would' be naturally consulted on the plans to be formed,
and the means to execute them. This was the case. Im-
mediately after the act of Congress of the 13th of May was
passed, !.n‘ was invited to call upon the President, who In
that interview informed him that it was his determination
1

to assign him/the command of the army in Mexe From
that moment, ‘he ‘was busily (‘!EL’.I.:’"‘i in the necessary
arrangements to carry into effect the views and instruc-
tibns of the President.  He 'was z*reli«l‘:_\'w‘. fourteen hours
al dav inall those' various duties which pertain 10 the
In“\"."nl‘!l'.\ gupplies, equippge, direction, and objeels of
thearmy. (DN« e can imaeine the magnitude of these
labors, 7\[5 1r r".\’;-v:,-—x'x:}:?'.‘ or_importance, who does not
refléet, that the getgraphy, clima nilitary arn
means of s .,lg-!\'. in fine, the whole stail of the p!l,_'wh.
and social condition of ‘Mexico, were almost utterly un-
known in the United States, and that information on these
topics had to be obtained by mquiry and study, before
~f'\:“!‘. a reneral of the army could make prudent military
riangements. The Rio Grande was assumed by the
E“\"‘gilflz-":‘ s the buse ine of military operations from
;!‘::‘ pemnt Yet this river was itself not less than
seven hundred miles from the Mississippl river, st parated
unproductive, and so sparsely popuiated, as o
e '.}r:hf-' of supporting either man or beast o the

3 1) = B o g The
exiended S ile r"']‘lt{'(f f':.' the opera jons of war. |4I1.

WAR RECH D BY CONGRESS.

f sapply

t for pro-

ANy whose
Rocky Moun-

I f
ns i

e'u:rl\l|
W was never
ng and guard the health
rions on the one side swept
{
her filled
I'o make
nts required skill, sagacity,

ricnce. I'ie dutics, secvices, aad know-

red in his previous life, amply qualified General
Scott forthis duty ; and that Le performed iy well, is now'uni-

{ ple and the government.

versally acknowledged by the pe

Congress had declared that ¥ war existed” on the 13th

of May. The armies were then in

conflict on the Rio
Grande, and it was known that the American force was

much inferjor in number, while their base of supply was

seven humndred miles distant. Not a momént was to be

1e plan of the campaign must be instantly formed ;

into the fh“vl(; and \\'Ilill
lifhiculty

the American. R olie<had yel raised at one time,

. an_army largér

must be supplied ourse of a few weeks, with the
irmament, equipment, means ol lransporti-

Hon necessary o mamn

Thi :
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e R TR s s - Sl s e ) 1 - e
seems to have jol ! nsultations be- <hould be in the routes which may be given to volun-

tween the President, Secr and General ScotL

- -—

leers.

Whiat share-either_had any particular plan, we have “ Subsistence will also be thrown in advance upon the

now no means/of knowing. The fact of such consulta- wral rendezvous given, and as far as practicabl

g
tions is-disclosed |m the correspondence of the War De- e several routes {,,l».;,.wf: to be given to both regulars
partment.’ L Hird: bread ‘and on, (side-pieces or

Tawo days only after the declaration of Congress, the, middlings,) are suggested and recommended for marches,
plan‘of ‘the campaign had been completed—the requisi- both on account of health and comparative lighiness of

tions. en. the governors of statés determined upon—and transportation. On many of the routes, it is supposed

General Seott issued to 1the chief -of the Generl Staff at that beef cattle mayv be obtained in tolerable abundance.

\\'usmn; on,; -his. memoranda relative to lransporiation. “ With the means of transportation by water and ];.nd,

On_his order, the immediate movements of the army according to the several routes to be gis to the troops,

depended. The following extracts are taken from. the and- on land, whether wagons or pack-mules, or both
8 and ’ I

“ Memoranda.™ wheels { packs, the Quartermaster-General will charge

“An army of some twenty odd thousand ‘men, reg- himself at once, and as fast as the necessary data can

ulars and volunteers, /including / the troops already in be settled «

B \ y 1 = . 1 P "

I'exas;.ds about 10 be directed against Mexico, in several “ For marches by land, a projet for the means of

colnnns. transportation, by mpany, battalion, or regiment, ac-
“Forrtheé numbers 00D rel- to be sent into cording yute, is requested, as a general plan. The

Texas, | thie) rendezvous or points of de parture, and the means of transportation on and | { the Rio Grande—

roules 111'. march 'l:’]\:,“_lil" each pef of the General .\'laﬂ' using for ”ﬁ" !{l"‘!‘ purpose Lthose which ‘mavy Zl(‘(‘Ol'ﬂp«'}ll_V

will obtain the information needful to his partic !.Z.lr\it‘purt- the troops—will require articular study ; but boats for

N Pt T+ 1 N B
ment, from the Secretary of W ar, calis upon the governors transporting pLe ! aat rive should be early pro-

of the several siates, and from the Adjutant-General. viaed-
“Arms, accoutrements, ammuniuon, and camp t,'quip-

beé thrown in advance upon theseveral rendez

”

Ut teet,

Staff officers

age, must

vous or points of departure, unless depots or arsenals
nding the
the ex-

,‘;\1}‘("1

wndix fo the Congressional G 1845-5, pages 649-51, Messageo

e S ) . - the army
of the President, Letters of Scott o T
as one of the remarkable fea-

4

* Public Documents, 20th Cong




50 SCOTT'S VIEWS OF THE CAMPAIGN

tures of the war—that twenty thousand men could be
put.an-motion, fe 3 ned, and marched.with so much
rapidity and effect over thousands of miles, for the most
part of barren territory.! These “ Memoranda” of Scott
were dated”the 15th of May, and on the 1st. of August,
all | the! foot regiments of the yolunteer army had been
mustered  into service, marched several thousand miles,
and assembled on the Rio Granded

The viewsof General Scott at this uime, as to the num-
ber of the army, and the service it was required to perform,
in order \te-conquer a peace, were fully expressed in his
letter/ to Secretary Marcy, dated the 21stof May.® In
that/document-he says, and it was admitted by the Presi-
dent, that a % special armyof some thirty thousand regulars

and twelve months’ volunteers,” would be necessary to

marchagainst_Mexico;* and that such an army (espe-

cially the horse regiments) could not be assembled and
ready for. service much befere the 1st of September ;
that /in the mean time; (from June to September;) the
rainy..season oceurred, and would unfit the horses.in

hat country for active service; and that finally, to pro-

' The extensive carrespondence of the Quartennaster-General's depart-
I
nent prove b 1eh_was due 1o the énergies of General Jesup,

ms, Majors Whiting and Tompkins, and other officers
* Public Document 119, ¢ sasion 29th Congress ; Taylors Letter
. the 30th Jely, 1846
Appeudix 10 Congressional Globe, 184 re 650
usand ¢

t one time du
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e UI'(‘!'.'A'.!UH\ war regular, e

cessant. forward movements were necessary. Subse-

events oved, 1 each and all these positions

wrictly correct. * The army was not ready for a
march ag m.»l Mexico till the first of September ; and
because it was not kept up to the full amount of effective
men required, (for it was rapidly diminished by sick-
ness, ) .l.«‘uufxi not make tncessant, forward movements,
and thus it failed of obtaiming those ends, of which its
energy and victories were fully worthy. In no part of
the war with Mexico, was more sagacity, correct infor-
mation, and sound judgment exhibited, than in the cor-
respandence of General Scott withithe War Department,
and the chiefs of the army, in May and June, 1846.

In the mean time, an nn;lh asant controversy, or rather
misunderstanding occurred between General Scott, Sec-
retary Marcy, and President Polk. The effect of this
misunderstanding, was to deprive the army for a time,
of the experience and services of General Scott in the
field. and throw & most undeserved nidicule on lis name,

ul those who, for political purposes,

were engaged in its dissemination, as it was entirely

foreign to any part of the public business, or any con-
lisunguished subject.

the 20th of May, Mr. Dix, a senator from the

of New York, and an active friend of the Presi

had advocated a bill before the S , which pro-

}-uﬂ_'f o _aulhonze e appoipiment of two additional

major-generals, giving the President poweralso to assign

and relative rank. The effect of

ed, would mive » President the

law, some new or junior, or
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merely political general, over the head of Scott. That
this proposition, coming from the political friends of the
President, should excite the sensibilities of Scoit, with
the-idea that hie'was to be supplinted in the command
of the army, was most natural. That such an idea was
not' unjust to the President or his friends in Congress,
was sufficiently shown by subsequent events, when the
attempt 'was openly made and ‘nearly succeeded, 10 ap-
point a'lieutenant-general to the command of the Ameri-
can army.

About the same ume—although' but one week after
Congress had declared that “war existed,”—Scott was in-
formed by-the Secretary of War, that much impatience
was already feit, that he had not placed himself on the
route to the Rio Grande? It was under these eircum-
stances, which candor will admit, were well caleulated
toMrritate a sensitive mind—that Scott, in one of his com-
munications to the Sécretary-of ‘War, wrote the following
passage :

* Not an advantageous step can be taken in a forward
march, without the confidente that all is well behind. If
msecure in-that- quarter, no general can put his whole
heart and mind into the work to be done in front. I am
therefore not a little alarmed, nay, crippled in my ener-
gies, by the knowledge of the impatience in guestion; and
I'beg 1o say I fear no othér danger.

“My intentions have been; dfter making all preliminary
arrangements here, to pass down the Ohio and the Mis-

8issippi, to see, or to assure myself by correspondence,

2 l'rm'vmi‘n;g- ol the 2d Sectsion of the 2914 Congress.

¥ Scott’s Letter 1o Maure y. May 21x
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that the volunteers, on whom we are mostly to rely in the
prosecution of the existing war, are rapidly assembling
for the service ; to learn the probable time of their readi-

ness to advance upon Mexico y lo ascertun ;i their s 1p-

plies of every kind are in place, or are lik-'iy to be m

place in sufficient time ; to hastén one and the other; to
harmonize the movements of volunteers, and to modify
their routes, (if necessary,) so that all, or at least a suffi-
cient number, shall arrive at the wcated points on the
Mexican frontier at the best periods, and as far as practi-
cable about the same time. All that I have but sketcked,
I deem to be not anly useful to success, but nn‘lzspcn:‘a-
ble. - As a soldier I make this assertion, without the fear
of contradiction from any konest and candid soldier.

“ Against the ad captandum condemnation of all other
persons, whoever may be. designated for the high com-
mand in question, there can be no reliauce, in his absence,
other than the active, candid, and ste ady support of his
government. If I cannot have that sure basis 1o rest
upon, it will be infinitely better for the country, (not to
speak of my personal security,) that some other command-
er of-the new army against Mexico should be selected.
No matter who he may be, he shall at least i:i'}luigx'd and
supported by me, in this office and everywhere else, as |
would desire, if personally in that command, to be judged
myself and supported,

“My explicit meanimg is, that T do not desire to place
myself in the most perilous of all positions—a fire upon
my rear from Washtngton, and a Jire in front from the
Mericans ™M

L Seott's Letter, 21st of May, IS46.—Appeudix o the Cougressionsl

B2
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In a reply to this communication, Mr. Marcy, Secretary
of War, in a letter of the 25th of May,' assumed that this
passage referred-to the President only, said that the coun-
wy would feel impatient if the \\f‘lhlillfi‘fs were 1o remain
inactive on the Rio Grande ull.the 1st of September, and
finally concluded by informing Scout that his services
would be confined 1o tlie city of ‘Washington, and to the
preparations for 'the vigorous prosecution of hostlities

gainst Mexico.®

The' letter of Marcy, dated May 25th, General Scott
did not receive till the close of the day, and it was imme-
diately replied to. / In his answer, SCoit denied that he
intended to charge either the President or Secretary with
any nnworthy motives or indirect desigus. He acknow-
ledged the courtesy and kindness of /both, but explained
that he meant other persons in high quarters, who might
be willing enough either to/misrepresent him to the Pres-
ident; or impair-his public influence. He also asked to
bé ordered to the army on * the following, or any other
day the President might designate.”

In‘the commencement of his reply to Mr. Marcy, Seott
had used an expression which is now nemorable as an
example of the ease with which the public mind may be
abused, of the malignity with which partisans pursue

! Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 651.

% The sufficient answer to this mpatience, and the crude eas of war
formod by Mr. Secretary Marcy, i contained in the fact—ihat the ad
vance of the army, under Genersl Worth, did not leave the valley of the
Rio Grands fill the 20th of August, and General Taylor conld not leave
Camargo till the 5th of September. From May tll September nothing
was done, ns Scott had anticipated, but prepare for the coming cam-

puign
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weir objects, ar f the firal tiumph of true greatness
over all the malice and the intrigues of jealous or hostile
il:m'.n";.lh\.

The expression .; caught up, and ru;nr:xlwi, and re-

and by doubtful friends, till, for a

J e
turned, in squibs and witlicisms, 1-_\' hostile newspapers
:
4

ime. the fame of the
Hero of Niagara, alike dear to his country and to martal
renown, seemed obscured in the mists of folly and of
prejudice. yven the justice he country seemed about
to depart, and leave 1o ¢ bald ridicule the pen of history
and the decrees « {
But such an ingratitude and so gross a malice could
npt endure. TI administration, which had thus
to Washington, was compelled, in
its necessities, to demand his services. He hurried to
the Gulf of Mexico, and, in the splendid siege of Vera
Cruz—the storm of Cerro Gordo—and the well-ordered
and successful march to the city of the Montezumas—
brushed away and obliterated forever the memory of the
recent past,and silenced the voice of ridicule in the shouts
of applause. The once ce lebrated phrase now remains
only as'a monumient to the folly of those-who used it to
pervert the sense and abuse the justice of the people. It

. o
points a moral, if it docs not adorn a tale,




MOVEMENTS OF THE ARMY.

X

CHAPTER 1V,

upaign on the Rio Grands continued.—Movement of the Army.-
March to Monterey tnttlo of Montsrey~—Armistice.—Ma to Sal-
tillo.—Wool's Corps—Tampico—Occapation of Victoris.—Conclusion

of the Campuign.—Genernl Tayior's Despatehes.—Resulta.

1

From the period at which the American army occupied
Metamoras, after the battle of Resaca de la Palma, both
the general government at home, and the officers of the
army on_the Rio Grande, were busied with preparations
for an advance into the interior of Mexico. The Rio
Grande was: assumed’ as the military base-line of opera-
tions,although the real base was necessarily the Missis-
sippi. Quartermasters and Commissariat Departments
became at once very acuve :' Avagons, horses, provisions,
and 'supplies of all sorts were to be found and purchased
chiefly in' the valley-of the io; while military equip-
ments were o be fu hed from the Atlantic arsenals
More than three months were consumed in these prepa-
rations. In the mean tme, the Mexican villages of

Reinosa; Comargo, Mier, and Revilla surréndered, and

¥(
were occupied, Comargo, a town about ene hundred and

eighty miles above the mouth of the Rio Grande, was the

point selected as the depot of supplies. Here the various

is doe to General Jossup—Quartermastar-ganerst—io'gay, that the

orrespondence proves that lie was most assidi industrious, and

successful in the p wmance of the vory respousbie duties of his office
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divisions which were to compose the particular army of
General Taylor were gradually concentrated. 'The entire
army of General Taylor consisted of about nine thousand
men. A sroall portion was aszigned to gartisons, while the
main body, numbering six thousand six hundred, were des-

tined for the march to Monterey.! On the 20th of August
General Worth began his march for Monterey, the capital

of New l on and on the 5th of Se i'(' mber, the _l"llrf’r‘ll-

in-chief left Comargo, leaving that town garrisoned by

about two thousand men. Worth reached Ceralvo—about

' The army was divided into three divisious, whoss component parts
were as follows,—as determined by General Taylor's order of September
3d, 1846, and variations subsequently made.

Ist Division—Brigadier-general Twiggs.

2 Dragoons, (Captain May,) 4 companies . o - 250 men.

Ridgeley’s and Welbster's Batteries . . ‘ . 110 =

1st, 3d, and 4th Regiments of Infantry, and Bragg's Battery 1,320 «

Baltimoro Battalion - . 400 «

Total . 2,080
2d Division— Brigudier-general Worth,
Duncan's and Taylor's Batteries . h 100 men.
Sth, 7th, and 8th Resimenta of Infantr . 1,500 =
Blanchard's Louisiana Volanteers . - 80 =

Teoxas Rangers—2 companies - - 100 »

Total v « 1,780
m, {(Volauteers,) Major-general Butler.
Ist Ohio Rag t, (Col. Mitchall) . . o " > 540 men
Ist Kes Ky, m . 2 - - - 540
Ist Tennessce A. Camy ) . - 540
Missimippi Rogiment, (Col ) . . 690
Texas Regiment, (Col. Hay . ; S00

Total 1 . 2510

Total of the wrmy (in all) 6,670 effectives.
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seventy miles—on the 25th of August, and at that point
sent out reconnoitring parties, who discovered strong
bodies of the-enemy in front. Being reinforced, he ad-
variced( to the ‘village,of Marin, where the enure army
was in a few days concentrated under the cemmand of
General Taylor.

The city of Monterey is situated. in the valley of the
San/Juan'} [and in‘the rear, and around it, rise the moun-
tain-ridges of the Sierra Madre. In the rear of the city,
and under. the ridges of hills, runs the river San Juan.
On the east, or on tie left of the road.approaching from
Marin, the river makes a turn, so as nearly to cover that
flank. The road-to Cardereita thence crosses the river.
On the' opposite side~—the right, as/the army approached
-—1.’1)’ the road to’ Saltillo, up the \'u“l-_v of San Juan. In
front, the road from Ceralvo and Marin entered the town.
On the heights, in rear of the town and beyond the niver,
works. were erected which commanded the valley and the
approaches from the north. Above the Saltillo road was
a height upon which was the Bishop's Palace, and near it
other-heights, all fortified. In front of the city was the
Cathedral Fort, or citadel, which was regularly fortified,
and-about two thousand yards in front and below the
Bishop's Palace. The opposite side of the city, to the
left, as the Americans approached, were forts also erected,
and there were barricades/in the streets of the city.

Both the natural and the artificial defences of Monterey
seem to have been very strong. Notwithstanding this,
neither the extant of the defénces nor the garrison within
them seem to have been known 'to the American army
previous to its arrival in front of the city.

On the 25th of August, General Taylor writes to the
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War Department’ that he had intelligence from Monterey,
l»_\‘ a confidential messenger, who said that there were
“at Monterey not more than 2000 or 2500 regular troops,

[ those who fled from Metamoras, and a
considerable pumber of the militia of the country gathered
together, many of them forcibly. Some attempts had
been made to f\'»r:'!')' the city 11) the erection of batteries
which command the approaches. He heard of no rein-

forcements in rear.” Oan the 17th of September, from the

camp near Morin, General Taylor writes to the War De-

partment—** It is even doubtful whether Ampudia- will
attempt to hold Monterey. A few days will now deter-
mine. His regular force is small—say 3000—eked out
perhaps 1o 6000-by wolunteers, -magy-of them:forced.”

These sialements show that the military information
of the army, as derived from scouts, spies, oul-parties,
and correspondents, was very scant. The army, however,
pressed forward, and on the 19th of September arrived at
Wainut Springs, three miles from Monterey, having met
with no ‘more serious resistance than that of skirmishing
parties of Mexican cavalry.

Monterey was then' under the commiand of General
Pedro Ampudia, and the garrison under his command
consisted of about seven thousand regular troops, and two
or three thousand irregulass. Notwithstanding this strong
garrison, superior in numbers, to the Amenean army,
General Taylor thought it possible to carry the place by
storm, with the bayonet and the artillery. On the even-
ing of the 19th a reconnaissance of the V\:«;rks in the direc-

T PDocument 119 of the 29th Congress, 24 Session, page 130,

Document 119, page 139, 29th Coungress, 2d Session

y <t
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tion of the Saltillo road was ordered, and this important
enterprise was ably executed by Major Mansfield of the
engineer.corps. A reconnaissance was also made on the
eastsside of the towe.

In the afternoon of the.20th of September, General
Waorth; with his division,/was ordered to make a detour
to the richt—turn the hillof the \Bishop’s Palace—take a
position jort (the Saltillo road—and, if practicable, carry
the enemy’s works in that quarter. | This movement was
executed during the evening, and the troops remained
upon their arms, just beyond the‘range of the enemy’s
shot. " During the night two 24-pounder howilzers and a
ten-inch moriar were l-i;ufwl in battery against the ¢ itadel.
In rear of this battery was General Butler's Division.

On the morning of the 21st the main battle came on.
Twiggs’ and Butler's. Divisions; sapported by the Light
Artillery, were both ordered forward ; May's Dragoons,
and Wood’s Texan Gavalry, were detached to the right, to

the support of General Worthe A column of six hundred

and fifty men; with Bragg's Artillery, was ordered to the

left, to attack the lower part of the town. The point of
;lﬂ.u,lk was 4!!,‘.\;1“ ited In}.' \l)l.fl'r .\L:Hrf‘!"}*é. who u‘«'x)n![':l-
nied the party in its advance. The front defence here
was a redoubt, into the rear of which, in spite of its fire,
the column/rapidly moved, and commenced its-assault on
the town. . Here it was opposed /by intrenched streets
and barricaded houses. On one of these the company
of Captain Backus succeeded in getting, and fired
upon the redoubt. Garland’s force, however, were with-
drawn. It'was then that General Taylor ordered up the
4th Infantry, and the Volunteer regiments from’ Olno,

Tennessee, and Mississippl, comma d by Colonels

O S Wleg Mg N 8 o1 s st Sujaiy suwauemy ey
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Mitchell, Campbell, and Davis. The two last regiments,
three companies of the regiment, advanced

to reure,

<:Hk‘. \1,-._‘;‘\--‘ v1 )

Backus's com

fort, with ils cannon and ammu

In the mean while the Ohio regu

ho had«advanced with-it; being wounded.

guns of the first balléry were turned upon the second,
wnd Colonel Garland was again ordered forward witl

other column. They were compelled to pass several

streets trenched and barricaded, and after another severe

contest retired in good order. l'p to this time, it 18 ob-

vious, no important success had been obtained against the

lower town. The Mexican cavalry had also made several
)

charges, but alwavs unsuccessfully. On. the same day

(the 21st) Worth’s Division had advanced to

ral Taylor ordered

ll.‘] l‘l '!"I“ l' visions back u \\.A_;‘)ll’. Sor

ne rigi
At dawn of the 22

bivonacked

on
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vance. The height above the Bishop’s Palace was
stormed and taken:; when the Palace and the guns of
both were-turned-upon the enemy below.

The guns of the Citadel continued, during this day, to
1

fire upon the American positiens ; but General Taylor

made no'important movement_in front. - The turning of
the enemy’s position by Worth, and the capture of the
Bishop's Palace, gave a new face to affairs. This was
the key to Monterey, and General Ampudia concentrated
his troops in the heart of the city. General Taylor, on
the morning of the 23d, found nearly all the works in the
lower part of .the -city abandoned. He immediat ly or-
dered General Quitman to enter the place; but here a
new resistance was made. The houses were" fortified,
and our troops actually dug through fgom house to house !
On the upper side of the city, Worth’s Division had also
g.’iilu'(i a lodgment. The firing continued during the 23d
—thérAmericans having possession’ of the greater part of
the reity, and the Mexicans confined, in their defence,
chiefly /1o the Citadel and-Plaza. That evening (at 9
p. M.) General’Ampudia sent in propositions lo General
Tavlor which, after some negotiation, resulted in the sur-
render and evacuation of Monterey. The main part of
the capitulation was, that the Mexican troops should re-
tire beyond a line formed by the Pass of Rinconada, the
city of Linares, and 'San/Fernando de Prezas ; and that
the forces of the United States would not advance beyond
that line before the expiration of eight weeks, or until the

3 1 ] ]
ordersor rastruclions of Lhe r(’r;]‘ccln'c governments should
be received.

As this armistice has been the subject of much com-
i

ment, we have thought best to insert 1t 1n full.

ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION. 63

The following are the articles of capitulation :
f the operations before
tending armies,
the muni-
» under-

':.\l'.‘i:'l.:! gren-

That the Mexican forces be
following arms, to wit : the commi
arms, the :fo.'.:llf"v‘»’ their arms and accoutrements, the cavalry
their arms and accoutrements, the artiller ne field battery,
not to exceed six pieces, with twenty-one round f ammuni-
tion.

Arr. IIl. That the Mexican armed forces retire, within
seven days from this date, beyond the line formed by the pass
if the Rinconada, the'eity of Linares, and San Fernando de
Presas,

Amr. [V. That the citadel of Monterey be evacuated by
the Mexican, and occupied by .the American forces, to-mor-
row morning at ten o'clock.

Arr. ¥. To avoid collisions, and for mutual eonvenience,
that the troops of the United States will not oceupy the city
until the Mexican forces have withdrawn, ‘except for hospital

and storage purposes.

Axr. VI aatl e Iorces ol ihe d States will not ad-

vance beyond the line cified in the 2d [3d] article béfore

) gxpiration o IZnt weeaks, or unti the

orders of instrue-
tions of the respecti ¢
Arr. VII. That the public property to be delivered shall

received by officers appointed by the

» WO armies
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654 ARMISTICE DISAPPROVED.

Agrt. IX. That the Mexican flag, when struck at the cita
dél, may be saluted by its own battéry.
Done at-Monterey, Sept. 24, 1846.
W. J. WorTs,

{ler-general U, S. AL

Major-general commanding the Texan volunteers.
oN Davis,
Col. Mississippi riflemen.

Maxven M. Lraxo,

Z. TAYLOR,

Major-general, U. S. A. Commandmg

The- Mexicans marched/ out with’ their arms, and the
terms werée-unusially favorable 1o them. For this con-
Strong reasons A change ot govern-

cession there were

ment 'had just taken place i Mexico, believed to be
faverable to peace, and-to have reduced the citadel of
Monterey would have cost the lives of many men. Be-
sides all this, the American army had but a short supply
of provisions, and were one hundred and eighty miles dis-
tant from. their-depot.. The American loss in this baftle
a largeportion of whom fell in the attac ks ¢
the ln\\"g:'r town.

The War Department did not cl y continue the

armistice : blt, on thie 13th of October, dis (General

' Ons hundred and twenty killed, and three hundrec

wounded.
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Taylor to give notice that the armistice should cease, and
that each party should"be at liberty to resume hosuliues.
In communicating this notice to General Sanja Anna; then
in command of the Mexican army, General Taylor took
occasion to suggest the idea of an honorable peace. To
this-the Mexican chief replied,—* You should banish
every idea of peace while a su North American, in

“;)‘!;' i

arms, treads upon the lerritory of this rep

The following are General Taylor’s reasons for the
armistice, given in a letter to the Secretary of War:

“In reply to so much of the communication of the
Secretary of War, dated October 13th, as relates to the
reasons which induced the convention resulting in the
capitulation of Monterey, I have the honor to submit the
following remarks :

“The convenlion presents two distinct points. First,
the permission granied the Mexican ariny to retire with
their arms, &c.  Secondly, the temporary cessation of
hostilities for the term of eight weeks. [ shall remark on
these In order

“ The force with which I.marched on Monterey was
limited by causes beyvond my control 1o abont six thou-
gand men. With tins force, as every military man-must
|

admit, who has seen the ground, it was entirely impossible

10 1Inyest .\1-)!\1~'i4'\' S0 (‘Ew\"}‘.’ as'lo prevent l!.t,‘ escape of
J \ ! }

the garrison.. Although the main communicationwith! the

Interior was in our possession, yet one roule was open 0
the Mexicans throughoul operations, and could not be
closed. as were also other minor tracks and passes through

the mountains. Had we, therefore, insisted on more

! Santa Anna's letter to General Taylor, November

F2 b
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rigorous terms than those granted, the result would have
Beéen the escape of the body of the"Mexican force, with the
destructionofits artillery and magazines, odr only advantage
being the |capture of arfew prisoners of war, at the ex-
pense of valuable lives<and much® damage to the city.
Thie ' consideration of humanity was present to my mind
during /the jconference which led to\the convention, and
outweighed in ty judgment the doubtful advantages to be
gained by a resumption of the attack, upon the town.
This conclusion _has been fully confirmed by an inspec-
tion of the enemy’s position and means simnce the surrender
It was discovered that his prm-“xp;xl magazine, containing
an immense. amount of powder, was In the cathedral,
completely exposed to onr shells from two direéctions
The explosion of this mass of powdery which must have
whimately resulied from a continuance of the bombard-
ment, would have been infinitely disustrous, involving the
destruction not.enly of . Mexican troéps, but of non-com-
batants' and_even -our own people, had we pressed the
ittack.

1 10 the temporary cessation of hostilities, the
fact that we are not at this moment, within eleven days
of the termination of the period fixed by the conyention,
prepared to move forward in force, is a su ficient explana-
tion ofithe military reasons whichidictated this suspension
f ‘arms. , It\paralyzed the engmy during a period when,

=

from the wat necessary means, we could not possibly

move. desire distinctly to state, and to call the attention

1

riue the fact,tha

, with all diligence in
ing up wagons, the first wagons-in
addition ! ¢ original train from C ns Chrstu, (and

but one hundred and twenty-f n number,) reached my
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headquarters on the same day with the secretary’s coms
municition of October 13th, viz. the 2d inst. At the
date of the surrender of Monterey, our force had not
more than ten days’ rations, and even now, with all
our endeavors, we have not more than twenty-five. Tae
TASK OF FIGUTING AND BEATING THE ENEMY IS AMONG
THE LEAST DIFFICULT THAT WE ENCOUNTER—the great
question of supplies necessarily controls all the operations
in a country like this. At the date of the convention, I
could not of course have foreseen that the Department
would direct an important detachment from my command
without censulting me, or without waiting the result of

the main operation under my orders.

“1 have touched the promineat military points involved
in'the convention of Monterey.  There were other con-
siderations which weighed with the commissioners in
framing and with myself in approving the articles of the
convention. In the conference with General Ampudia, 1
was disgtincily told by him that he had invited it to spare
the further effusion of blood, and because General Santa
Anna had declared himself favorable to peace. I knew
that our government had made propositions to that of
Mexico. to. negouiate, and I deemed. that the. change of
government in that country since my last instructions,
fally:warranted mein entertamning considerations'of policy.
My grand motive \in moving forward with very limited
supplies had been to increase the inducements of the
Mexican government to negotiate for peace. Whatever
may be the actual views or disposition of the Mexican
ruleérs or of General Santa Aana, it 18 not inknown to the
government that [ had the very best redson for believing

the statement of General Ampudia to be true, Tt was my
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opinion at the time of the convention, and it has not been
changed, that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army
and the suspension of arms, would exert none but a favor-
able influence in our behalf.

“"The result of the entire operation has been-1o throw
the Mexican army back more than three hundred miles to
the city of Sah Luis Potosi, and to open the country-to us
as far as we choose to penetrate it up to the same point.

‘¢ It has been my purpose in this cominunication, not so
much to defend the convention from' the censure.which 1
deeply regret to find implied in the secretary’s letter, as to
show that jt was not adopted without) cogent reasons,
most of ‘which occur of themselves to the minds of all
who are acquainted with the condition of things here.
To that end L heg that it may be laid before the General-
in-chijef and Secretary of War.”

We gubjoin the official répert of General Taylor:

Heapquarrers, Agxy or OccuraTiow, )
Camp before Monterey, Sept. 22, 1846, §

Sie/:—1 have the honor toreport that the troops under my
command, -including the mounted volunteers from Texas,
marched from: Marin on the 18th, and encamped before Mon-
terey on' the 19th “inst. "It was immediately discovered that
the enemy occupied the town in force, and had added grettly
to its strenfithy by fortifying the approaches and commanding
heights. A close reconnoissance was made the same evening

by the officers of engineers and

topographical engineers on
both flanks of the town, and it was determined, from the in.
formation procured, to occupy the Saltillo road in the rear of
the town, carrying, if (practiéable, the several fortified emi-

nences in that direction. The 2d division of regular troops

and & portion of Col. Hays’ regiment of mounted volunteers
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was accordingly detached under Brig. General Worth on this
service, at noon on the 20th. A 10.inch mortar and two
24.pounder howitzers were placed in battery during the
night, 10 play upou the citadel and 2own. At'7 o'clock these
guns opened and continued a deliberate fire, which was re-
turned. To create a still farther diversion in favor of Gen.
Worth's movement, the remainder of the force, except a camp
guard, was disp
The infantry and one battery of the 1st division made a strong

layed around the certre and left of the town.

demonstration on the feft, and soon became so closely engaged
that T moved forward the volunteer division under Major-
general Butler to its support, leaving one battalion (1st Ken-
tucky) to cover the mortar battery. A close contest then
ensued, which resulted in the capture of one strong battery
of four guns;which with some udjacent defences our troops
now oceupy. A garrison was left 1o hold this position, and
the remainder of the force returned to camp.

In the mean time General Worth had engaged the enemy
early in the morning, and defented him with considerable
loss.  In the course of the day two of the batteries in rear of
the fown were carried by storming parties of the 2d division,
and & third was carried this morning at dawn of day.—The
Bishop’s Palace occupied the only remaining height in'rear of
the town, and is completely commanded by the works already
carried. © Gen. Worth’s division ‘oécupies the Saltille road,
and cuts off all succor or su port from the interior, 1 must
reserve a more minute report of ‘the. important ‘operations of
yesterday, until thosé of the different commanders are/ render-
ed, and also until a topographical sketch of ‘the country car
be prepared

[ regret to reéport that our successes have not been obtain-
ed without severe loss, to be sttributed in a good measure fo

the ardor of the troops in pressing forward. No returns of

killed and wounded have yet been received, nor is it known
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what corps of Gen. Worth’s division have suffered most.  In
the other portion of the army, the 1st, 3d, and 4th regiments
of infantry, and regiment of Tennessee volunteers, have sus-
tained-the greatest los§.~ The following is believed to be an
accurate list of the officers killed and wounded :

Kirrep.—2d infantry—DBrevet 15t Lieutenant J. S. Woods,
(serving with Ist infantry.) 3d infantry—Capt. L. N. Morris ;
Capt. G. P. Field ;. Breyet Major P. F: Barbour; 1st Lieut.
and Adjutant.D. 8. Irwin ; 2d Ligut. R. Hazlitt. 4th infantry
—1st Lieut. and Adjutant C. HosKins. .8th infantry—Cap-
tain McKavett, Maryland and Washington battalion volun-
teers— Lieut, Col. W. H. Watson,

Vorusteer Diviston.—Ohio regiment—1st Lieut. M. Hett
Tennessee regiment—Captain W, B. Allen ; S. M. Putnam.

Wounnep.—Corps of Engineers—Brevet Major J. KT,
Mansfield; slightly.. Corps of Topographical Engineers—
Capt. W. G. Williams, (in hands of the.enemy.) 1st infan-
try—Brexet Major J. Li-Aber¢rombie, slightly ; Capt. J. H.

Lambtte, severely.; 1st Lient. J. C.:"Tgrrett, (in hands of the
enemy ;) 2d Lieut. R{ Dilworth, severely.

Major W; W. Lesr, severely ; Capt. H. Bainbridge, slightly.
sthlinfantry—1st) | Lieut, B+ H. Graham, severely. 5th

infantry—1st-Lieut- N. B. Rossell, slightly. 7th infantry—
24 Lieut. J. H. Potter, severely. 8th infantry—2d Lieut.
George Wainwright, severely.

Vorunteer Division.—General Staff—Major-general *W.
0. Butler,slightly,  Ohio régimeot—Colonel A. M. Mitchell,
slightly ;- Captain James George, slightly ; “1st Lieut. and
Adjutant A. W. Armstrong, very severely ; Ist Lieut. N
Niles, severely ; 1st Lieut. L. Motter, slightly. Mississippi
regiment—Lieut. Col. A. M. McClung, severely; Captain
R. N. Downing, slightly ; 1st Lieat. H. F. Cook, slightly;
9d Lieutenant R. K. Arthur, do.
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Divisios of Texas Mouxtep VoLuNTEERS.— 15t regiment
—LCapt. R. A. Gillespie, mortally.

I need hardly add, ‘that the conduct of our troops, both
regulars and volunteers, throughout the operalions, has been
every thing that could be desired. The part which each
corps contributed to the sucoesses of the d 1y il appear more
fully in future reports. To Major.generals Butler and Hen-
derson, and Brigadier-generals T'wiggs and Worth, command-
ing divisions, | must express my obligations for tha efficient
support which they have rendered—particularly so to Brig-
adier-general Worth, whose services, from his detached posi-
tion, have been most conspicuous.

I am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Major-general, U, S. A. Commanding
Heavauanrers, Axuy oy Ocourarion, !
Camp before Moutorey, Sept. 23, 1846 §

Sie :—1 have the pratification to reporf that the Bishop's
Palace was gullantly carried yesterday by the troops ol the 2d
division. o the course of the night the batteries below the town
were, with one exception, abandgned by the epemy, and this
moming were ogeupied by our troops. To-day the 3d infan-
try with the field artillery of the 1st division, the Mississippi
and Tennessee regiments, and the 2d regiment of Texas rifle-
men, (dismounted), have been warmly “engaged with “the
enemy in the town, and have driven him with considerable
lass to the plaza and its vicinity, which is yet strongly becu-
piﬁ-’. A portion of'the 2d division has also advanced into the
town on the right, and holds a position there. The enemy
still maintains himself in the plaza and citadel, and seems
determined to make a stubborn resistance.

{ am particularly gratified| to report that our successes of
vesterday dand to-day, th wmgh disastrous {0 the enemy, have

been achieved without materinl loss.




TAYLOR'S OFFICIAL DESPATCHES.

I cannot speak in too high terms of the gallantry and per-
severance of our troops throughout the arduous operations of
the last three days.

[ .am, sir; véry respéctiully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Major-general, U. 8, A. Commanding
Heapquarters, Arxny ov Occuramion, !
Cuamp before Monteray, Sept. 25, 1846, §

Sie :—At'noon ' on the 23d inst.,/while our troops were
closely engaged in the lower part of \the gity, as reported in
my, last despateb; T received by a flag a eommunication from
the governor of the /state of | Néw Eeon; which is herewith
enclosed, (No 1.) »To this communication, I deemed it my
duty to réturn an answer Jw-?inin;_; 10 allow the inhabitants to

leave the .city. By eleven a'clock, ». m. the 2d"division,

which had entered the toyn from the/direction of the Bishop's
Palace, had advanced within one square of the prineipal
plaza, and occupied the. city upto.that point. The mortar
had;in the meantime, heen placed in battery in the cemetery,
within | good range of the heart of the town, and was served
throughout the night with good effect.

Early/in | the moming of the 24th I received a flag from
the town, bearing @ communication from Gen. Ampudia,
which I enclose, (No. 2,) and to which I returned the answer,
(No. 3.) T also arrfanged with the bearer of the flag a cessa.
tion of fire until 12 o’clock, which hour I appointed to reeeive
the /final) answer. of Gen. Ampudia at Gen. Worth’s head.
quarters:’ Before theé appointed time; however, Gen. Ampudia
had signified to Gen. Worth his desire for a personal inter-

iew with me, for the purpose of making some definils
wrrapgement. . An interview was_accordingly appointed for
onie o'clock, and' resulted in the! naming of a commission to
draw up articles of agreement regulafing the withdrawal of

the Mexican forces and-a te yrary cessation of hostilities
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The scommissioners named by the Mexican general-in-cliief
were Generals Ortega and Requena, and Don Manuel M.
Llano, Governor of New Leon. Those named on the Ameri-
can side were Gen. Woarth, Gen. Henderson, governor of
Texas, and Colonel Davis, of the Mississippi volunteers. The
cominission finally settled upon the articles, of which I enclose
a copy, (No 4,) the duplicates iich (in Spanish and
English) have be g Agreeably to the provis-
ions of the 4th article, our ps have this morning occupied
y citadel,
e Mexican garrison
The gallant de-
y of the town, i the fact of a recent change of govern.
ment in Mexico, believed to be favorable 1o the interests of
peace, induced me to concur Wwith *ths ‘commission in these
terms; which will, T trust, receive the approval of the govern.
ment. The latter consideration also prompted the convention
for a temporary cessation of hostilities. Though scarcely
warranted by my instructions, vet the change of affairs since
those instructions were issued seemed to warrant this course,
I beg to be advised, as early as practicable, whether I have
met the views of the government in these }lirlik‘u:xlrs‘.

I regret to-report that Capt. Williams, Topographical
Engineers, and Lieut, Terrett, 1st infantry, have died of the
wounds received in the engagement of the 21st.—Capt. Gat-
lin, 7th infantry, was wounded (not badly) on the 23d.

[ am, sir, véry respectfully, your obedieat servant.
Z. TAYLOR,
Major-general, U. 8.-A. Commanding

tk

In the mean time, the army had been transporting ils

Buj plies, opéning 1l¢ communications, and enjoying the

fine fruits and  ¢limate of Monterey. * November had ar-

Taylor had not received

a single
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wagon in addition to those with which he had left Corpus
Christi.  On the 2d of November a number arrived, and
on the 8th a geperal order announced that Saltillo, the
capital of the State of Coahuila, would be occupied by the
United States troops. On the 12th, the division under
General Worth took up the line of march for that point,
and 1n a few days Saltillo was garrisoned by Worth's
corps. In the mean time, a column under General Wool,
which had been originally intended to occupy Chihuahua,
changed its ‘direction, by order of General Taylor, and
advanced to'the town of Parras: theénce it soon after pro-
ceeded to join Gengral Worth at Saltillo. At this time,
the| government having determined to eccupy Victoria,
the: capital of the Province of Tamaulipas, a division of
volunteers under General Patterson was moved. from the
lower Rio Grande in that direction; and the brigade of
General Quitman, with a' field bastery from General
Taylor's atmy, marched-on the same place, and occupied
it (Vicioria) on the 29th of December without much op-
position. - Tampico was captured by Commodore Perry,
and/garrisonéd by the land forces.

The campaign of the Rio Grande was now brought
substantially to a close. It commenced in- March, 1846,
by the march of General Taylor from Corpus Christi
over the disputed territory, (between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande;) and terminated in Décember with® the
military occupation of the Provinces of New Mexico,
New Leon, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, in the Mexican
republic. In this march of our armies, and in the
baules! they fought, the officers and soldiers of the United

! General Taylor's letter of November Sth, 1846
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States had signalized themselves for courage, energy, a

good conduct. They shrank from no duty or danger

They failed in no enterprise or conflict, They endured,

without complaint, the perils of a climate in which one-
fifth of their number sank to the grave:; and they bore
with equal firmness the {atigues of marches without the
proper means of transportation. This martial energy—
his firm endurance—this unconquerable courage—tlis
enterprise in war—and this sagacity in the perception and
use of means, thus exhibited on an extensive scale and in
a foreign country, developed new features in'the American
character—the vast capacity of the country for war, and
the restless thirst of adventure which impelled so many
to, volunteer in an invasive war, T his development of
national energy was the only apparent advantage, which
was, so far, gained by this invasion. The plan of the
campaign, as determined by the War Department, though
executed with great military skill by General Taylor, was
necessarily inconsequential ; for it merely caused the con-
quest of barren territories, at the distance of seven hundred
miles from the enemy’s capital, and the movement of
troops-from a base-line nearly as far from our country,
It léd to no results, nor to any valuable purpose; except
that of maintaining gartisons in a barren and useless
country.
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Govamment Plan to mvade Northern Mexico—

INVASION OF NORTHERN MEXICO.

CHAPTER

Assemblage of Troops at
Fort Beavetworthi—Kearney’s March to Santa Fé.—Nature of the
Cotntry.—R# srthe Mexicans—Arrival at Santa Fé—Keamey's

Prochunétion.—Kearony departs for California. —Wool's Expeditioh.—

Assembluge of the Troops at San Antonis—The Object of the Expe-

dition.— Mareh o Monclova ; 10 Panas—Wool  jons Worth at Saltillo.

Taylor’s March to Victo

WiiiLe General Taylor was crossing the Rio Grande,
and' directing his columns towards Central Mexico, the
cabinet at Washington sent two other columns against thv
northern provinces, under the command, respec tively, ¢

Generais Kearney and Wool. The movements of llwsu

corps, if less “”l‘ riant in a roilits ary ;mml of view, were
vasily niore exiensive in their geographical scope and re-
[ations. It ~was their fortune to traverse maguificent

plains, perform rapid and, 1 modern history, unprcee-
dented marches, and conquer to ihe dominion of the
United States lands unmeasured and almost ‘uninhabited.
The origin of jthese expeditions seems 1o have beén an
idea entertained by the administration, that the States of
Netv Mexico,—Chihuahna, Durango, and others in the
upper portion of Mexico,—stood ready to declare them-
selves m(iv;u mirm, and that, by this movement, they
would be ationce detached from the central government.
It was stalmi l\\ some letter-writers; whoprofessed “ac-

guaintance with that cou + that those States were ready

TROOPS COLLECTED,

to form a separate and independeny republic. One writer
even went so far as to declare that the Mexicans them-
selves, in these provinces, would form an army to march
ygainst the central government! With such views, the
war department organized a corps, called the Army of the

West,! which was intended 10 conquer New Mexico by
marching into Santa Fé. This place, though very unim-
portant as a town, was a point of concentration for the

extensive trade which flowed throogh it from Chiliuahua

on the southwest and St. Louis on thé northeast. ' Vast

s were the plains and uninhabited regions throu
this trade was carried on, it-had grown, within a few
years, Lo one of great importance in magnitude and
value. On the16th of May, 1846, at the yerytnne Con-
gress rcm_-__rm.-mi the existence of the w ary, @ company of
Mexican traders arrived at St. Leouis, through Santa Fé,
from Chihuahua; with no less than three hundred and
fifty thousand dollars in speeie, to expend for wares and
merchandise in the United States. The annual trade
from Santa Fé with St. Louis, Pittsburg, and Philadel-
phm‘ was supposed to be, in amount, {from one to two
millions of dollars. That trade has becn cut off by the
events of the war. i
The forces which were to compose the Army of the
West,—almost wholly, of -Veolunteers,—commenced. as-
sembling at Fort\Leavenworth early m June, 1846, Col.
Kearney received his orders in May,? and the Missoun
Volunteers were mustered into service before the end of
June, and“on the 36th of June the entire force had de-
parted. The corpy of Kearncy/was composed 1

' Liett. Emory’s Journal ' Niles's Rogmter, 70, p. 2

<)
<




AMOUNT OF THE FORCE.

Colonel Price’s Regiment, 800 men.
= Doniphan’s ‘¢ 800 *
Major-Clarke’s Battalion, 400
Sumner's Dragoons, - - 200
Mormon Battalion, - 500
Total force, - 2,700
A large part of this force were mounted men, accom-
panied, however, by a regiment of infantry, a body of
artillery, and a train of wagons. | 'The point of departure
was Fort: Léavenworth, on the Missouri river, and the
point to be reached (Santa Fé) was one thousand miles
distant. For 'a’ greater part of that distance, from the
Missatiri to Bent’s Fort on the Arkansas, the road lay
over vast plains; which had for ageés been the pasturage
of the buffale; or the hunting-ground of the Indian.  Short
dry grass, or sometimes barren ground, with skirts of trees
in 'the valleys of the streams, made nearly the wholé land-
scape ; while occasionally a baffalo m the distance, a
I‘)\'mrm-\mlf in the trail, orthe carcass of some unfortu-
nate -horse given to'the wild birds or wilder beasts, gave
variety to this desolate scene. Bent’s Fort, the lonely
plantation of Mr. Bonny, and the meeting of a party of
raders, were the only signs of civilization. Beyond the
Arkansas, and on’ the ‘head-waters of'the Cimarou and
@anadian rivers, the cotuniry grows mounlamous, and the
pine, spruce, and other evergreens begin to give verdure
to the sammits. In passing a dividing ridge of these
streams, the army was charme d with one of those splen-
did ‘mountain-scenes which frequently occur in extraors
dinary sublimity on the spurs of the Cordilleras. It was

the passage of the Raton, a branch of the  great Aziec

COL. KEARNEY LEAVES BENT'S FORT. 79

mountains, which made the eastern ridece of the Rio
Grande. By barometrical observations, the summit was
7000 feet in height. Towards the northwest, the lofty
top of Pike's peak was visible, and around it other peaks
whose while limestone cliffs looked like snow-banks in the
ps of the Raton rose in
perpendicular ledges, and assumed the form of castles in

sunbeams, Above, the rocky to

the air, while all around nature exhibiled a wide landscape
of wild, various, and beautiful appearances.?

Such scenery in this desolate region was, however,
uncommon. The weary soldier had 10 pass many a day’s
journey without water for his thirst, or grass for his |
For twenmty miles, in some casés, no spring was to beé
found. An eye-wilness relates; that-in gun‘n,' from' the
valley of the Canadian, a traveller might pass a good davy's
journey without meeting with either wood, water, or -_;r.‘.vs.
Such was the unfruitful and uninviting country through
which it was deemed necessary to march an ‘army of the
United States for the conquest of Mexico! A

On the 8d of Aungust Kearney left Bent’s Fort on the
Arkansas, and in ten days approached the Mexican settle
ments -~ Governor Armije had previouslyreceived intima-

roach.and 1 }
roach, and, according to the accounts of

J

traders, had gathered from the adjacent provinces a for-

On the 16th of August he marched out
and, took post-at a X<'H.xlr‘\.“!-l_\' strong posi-
an eminénce commanding a defile of not

in width, through which lay the road
h

a position, with good troops, might

. el W
tampreguable; Suchiavas not the result




80 SANTE Ff CAPTURED.

Governor Armijo held a council of war. His second
command. and other officers, advised him against defence.
The advice was followed. The Mexican army retreated,
and Armijo left the province for Chihunahua with a hundred
dragoons; | In the mean 'while Kearney had arrived at San
Miguel, and assured the alarmed alcaldes, padres, and other
mfluential persons, that he should protect them in their
persons, property, religion, and liberty. On the 18th of
August he passed through the same defile the Mexicans
had just left undefended, and in a few hours entered Santa
Fé. \Marching with his troops to.the palace, or goyern-
or's-house, Kearney hoisted the standard of the Union,
and firing a salute of cannon said, ‘“There, my guns:pro-
claim that the flag of the United Stales floals over the
capital””? | On the next day (Aug:-19ih) the general ad-
dressed the people, proclaimed that the American army
came. to establish free government, offered the people
protection, and absolved them from their allegiance to
their former government!

Thus inabout fifty days.an army (which had been col-
lected in less than \a menth) had traversed nearly a thou-
sand miles of uninhabited wastes, and proclaimed the
conquest of New Mexico, containing a surface of eighty
thousand square miles, though inhabited by only eighty
thousand people. Considered as a march for both infantry
and arnllery, this was a‘remarkablo” achievement. The
result was, however, as unsatisfactory to the performers
as it was fruitless of military results. Santa Fé offered

!

neither the splendor nor pleasures of a rich and voluptuous

city. Itwas a poor town, badly buily; 1nhabited by a ball-

' Journal of an officer Niles, 71, p. 83.

FACE OF THBE COUNTRY. 81

civilized people, i the midst. of and uninhabited
country. One of the travellers in this expedition thus

writes ;—**This is the most mi ever

r 1 ' " : : .
seen. lie houses the people live in-are buill of mud,

one story higl

N

h, and have no Hooring.  They sleep on the

ground, and have neitlier beds,

Ihis account probably refers to the mass of the people,
- he = T 3
and not the richer class. The mud spoken of is un-
burnt brick. When the American officers visited the
J

church, they found 1t without seats, except one long bench
2 o "

for the chief men®

A few villag | vated fields lay within a

few miles » Grande
below occasionally presented a town. ut, for the most
part, a country without resources, and"a' peopte withom
civilization, were the tempting prospect whieh New Mexico
offered 1o her Anglo-Saxon invaders.

On the 31st of August, two weeks after his arrival at

Santa Fé, Kearney orgamzed an expedition of nine hun-

dred men to scour the banks of the Rio Grande below
This work was done without ‘a combat, and without any
other result:.than the mayrch.

In the mean winle General Kearney, dctin
clared, by authority and under the instruclions. of the ex-
ecutive administration of the United Siates,
direct the civil aflairs of New Mexicoy
the assent of the Amenc
New Mexico with the
citizens from all all

Niles, 71 p

* Kearney's |
Ilistory of M




82 GEN. KEARNEY S PROCLAMATION.

These occurrences are so remarkable in American con-
titutional history, that they have attracted nosmall atten-
tion from the gravest and most intelligent minds. The
first-iri this sexies of novel proceedings in military history
took, place at the town of ‘San Miguel, a few miles from
Santa Fé, on the 16th of August. Summoning the al-
silde and the peaple of the village into his presence, the
;ommander of the American army, informed them that
they. were ‘absolved from all allegiance to the Mexican
government, and that the alcalde ymust swear allegiance
to the United States! = After some. demur, that officer
complied; -on condition that his religion was protected.
The oath' was then administered in_this  form :—* You
swear /that you  will bear true illegiance lo the govern-
nent/of the United States of America, and that you will
jefend her against all her enemies and opposers, in the
name of the Father, Son, %ind Holy Ghost. +Amen.”

On the. 22d of August; in Sanla Fé, Géneral Kearney
issuedva proclamaton, entitled, * From the i y of the
West to the Inhabitunts of New Mexico.” This proc-
lamation was so extraordinary, that some paragraphs may
be noted -for-the very novel ideas they brought before the
ninds of American people. In this he first announces

“ original

i
his intention to hold the department, with its

houndaries, (on both sides the Del Norte,) as.a part of the

United! States;. and under the name /of the Terntory of

New M\'Y.-

He next informs the people that

it 1s the wish and in-
tention of the United States to ilr'-\':‘i" for New Mexico
i free government, with the least possible delay, similai

' Tdem

ESTABLISHES CIVIL GOVERNMENT. |3

to those in the United States; and the people of New
Mexico will then be called upon to exercise the nghts of
freemen in electing their own representatives to the tern-
torial legislature.”

t extraordinary passage of this proclamation is
the following :(—

“The undersigned hereby absolves all persons residing
within the boundary of New Mexico from further alle-
giance to the republic of Mexico, and hereby claims them
as citizens of the United States. Those who remain quiet
and peaceable will be considered as good citizens, and
receive protection ; those who are found in arms, or m-
stigating others against the United States, will be consid
ered as traitors, and treated accordingly.”

Neither the Constitotion of the United States nor the
people by act of Congress, or by vote, had provided any
means or expressed any wish for ‘the annexation of New
Mexico. The laws of natioris’ were equally silent as to
any mode by which the allegiance of a citizen can be ab-
golved by any act of a military commander. Nor had the
laws of the United States provided any way by which a
foreign citizen-could become a citizen of the United
States, except by naturalization. - The conquest of New
Meéxico has“opened, theréfore, a new field forlegal inves
tigation, as well as a new chapter in constitutional history

One month afier these procee lings, (on the 25th of Sep-
tembet,) when the sparee population of that country seemed
qt jet, and the army found no other motives for :,rnvily
than such a e amusements of Santa Fé afforded, Gen-
eral Keamey left that place, and with  four hundred dra-
goons departed for California. ' He took the old Copper-

mine route, down the Rio Grande to Sorotto, and thence
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to the Pacific. On the 20th of October, three hundred
miles west of Santa Fé, he was mformed by a relurning
party that Fremont had already taken possession of Cali-
fornia. . Henben sent Major Sumuoer back with the largest
part of e dragoons, and-laking only on liundred with
himself, pursoed, with this small force, the daring enter-
prise of crossing the deserts apd mountains of Western
America in'the eold season.

Thus was.effected the conquest of \the province of New
Mexico by the troops of the United States’; bloodless in
its achievement, and frunless of any immediate results,
but illustrating the energy of the American people in the
collection! and movement of troops,.and the celenty with
whicli the great western plains may. be traversed by mili-
tary forees.

At the same time that the cabinét‘at Washington formed
the plan of imoving a column on Santa Fé, they also or-
ganized another”against ‘the .Ceniral States of Mexico
This was called the © Army of .the Centre,” and.was di-
fected to march on Ghihuahua; the capital of the province
of that nanie; and, supposed to be the centre of muchof the
Mexican strenath-and wealtl.  The object of this expe-
dition, like that of Kearney, was to detach the northern
and northwestern from the central government of Mexico,
and thus induce that government to make peace by cut-
ung ofl its resources.

The “‘Army of the Centre” was placed under the com-
mand of Brigadier-general John E. Wool, one of the small
but gallant band who, by their heroic stand upon.the
heiglits of ‘Queensiown, Lad, even in-defeat, shed lustre
upon the. American arms, and acquired/a lasting distine

tion for themselves. This army was thus composed :—

STRENGTH OF WOOL'S COMMAND

OFFICERS OF THE STAFF.

General John E. Wool—Commander.

Colonel Churchill —]n-:;mc‘nrqz‘nur‘l].
Captain Cross—Quartermaster.
Captain W. D. Fraser—Engineer.

REGULAR TROOPS.
companies U. 8. Dragoons ~Col. Hamey,
company Artillery—Caplain \\':n!‘.ln_’twn; -
companies U, S. 6th Infantry—Capt. Bonne-

ville, - - - - - .

VOLUNTEERS.
regiment of Arkansas Cavalry—Col. Yell, - 750
regiments of Illinois Infantry—Col. Hardin, 1,600
company Kentucky Cavalry—Capt. Wil
liams, . X 2 L x o 90
Total forces - - ‘.37,;.'4(—’

These 1roops were directed by the War Department to
assemble at Antonio de Bexar, on the river Antonio, and
thence proceed to Chihuahua by Prr:;;(lin Rio Grande.
At the time the orders for their assembling were given,
these troops were in different parts of the United States,
remote from each other and remote from;the point of ren-

dezvous.  Their marches, and the celerity and exactness

of their movement and assembling, are among the remark-

able incidents of the war with Mexico. The lllinois regi-
ments proceeded by water, in steamboats, down the Mis-
sissippi, and by the Gulf of México to Lavaca on Mata-
gorda Bay. . Here they commenced théir march to San
Antonio

H




&b CONCENTRATES AT SAN ANTONIO.

Che Illinois regiments arrived at Pallida Creek, wwelve
miles from Lavaca, on the 7th of August, and on the
11ih-coinmenced their march to Antonio de Bexar. The
route to Antonio was through a dry prairie, crossing the
bead-sireams of the Antonio” and the river Guadaloupe,
along whose banks afone the thirsty and tired soldies
might expect 1o find waler and shade, A writer, who was
4 member of the Hlinois troops, thus speaks of this tedious
march : ““Heat—heat—heat ; rain——rain—rain ; mud—
mud—mud, intermingled with spots of sand and gravel,

o

form the principal features of the route from Levacca
San ‘Antonio;; Loaded wagons of conrse move slowly
over the roads, and owur lroups were moreover seourged
on the route by the mumps and the measles.™

These regiments arrived at Antenio de Bexar (the place
of rendezvous) beforethe 1st of September: so did all
the corps who were to assemble there. The movement
of these bodies was quite remarkable. Captain Wash-
ington with  the regular artillery had gone from Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania, two thousand mules, and arrived
on the 31st of August. Major Bonneville made eigln
hundred miles in six weeks \\:L.h the infantry, and arrived
on the 27th of August. “Colonel Yell, with the Arkansas
cavalry, arrived from Washington, Arkansas, on the 28th.
Thus, after these immense marches, did the troops of
Wool's ‘army "concentrate, with remarkable precision,ai
the place of rendezvous, prepared to march into the tern-
wries of Mexico.

The extent of these marches and the extreme barren-

dess of the country through which the rouie lay, afier

t« Ropdenac” 1o the National Intelfigencer.—Niles's Register, 75, p- 90

O UPON CHIHUAHUA.

leaving the Mississippt, made this expedition one of orea

expense and difficulty in its transportation. The real base-
&ne upon which an ar operates, is that which contains
the depots of subsistence. In this instance, as throughout
the war with Mexico, those depots were on the Missis-
sippi river and the cities of the Atlantic coast. 'The same
writer whom we have quoted says, * Forage ar 1 subsist-
ence for the entire army are derived from New York,
Jaltimore, and New Orleans. The transportation by
water, therefore, exceeds thousands of miles, while the
wotal of land trapsportation may be found among the hun-
dreds. The bare cost of bringing a bushel of corn from
Lavaca to this place (Antonio) 18 $1.20, and other sup-
plies in proportion.” This fact @t once illustratés the ex-
pense which invariably attends the march of an army
through barren countries.

Assembled at Antonioy the army was now ready
commence its march against Chihbahua, = But with what
object ? . The déelared object was to aid in establishing
the independence of the northern States, and thus ac?
against the cenural government of Mexico. But was this
& probable result? The same writer alrcady quoted per-
tinenily asks, *“ Are the people of the United States pur-
suing a war of conquest, of propagand ir of necessity?
Da they licpeto convertsprovinces to, their political faith
by sending forth'‘among them an anned soldiery to quicken
their conclusions, and give energy to their admiration ?
Are they desirous, by a grand military display, to exhibit
to the Mexicans the vast superiority of their [ree insutu-
tions oyver their mare humble neighbors ¥ Do they hope,
by a series of marches and counter-marches, by glittering

bayonets and flashing sabres, by waving banners and the




RS WHAT WERE THE OBJECTS.

clangor-of martial music, to intimidate a people too proud
1o work and almost too poor to.be pitied ? Do they wish,
by a lavish expenditure of . public funds, to bribe a whole
nation  to'throw off i1g allegiance ? Are we to plant our
flags at Presidio |Rie Grande;—beat our drums at San
Fernando, Santa Rosa, and Monelova,—carry the tramp
of otr war-steéeds tlirough Baria, Saledo, San Carlos, and
Chericotti, and let the thunders of our artillery roll within
the walls of @hihuahua merely to demonstirate the mili-
tagy prowess of a great nation, and the inherent energies
ofta free.people? / Sofaras can be seen or known at
present, these are'the sole abjecis of the expedition, con-
ceived in folly, and which has already cost millions of the
national treasury, although it has not yet passed the
threshold.”™

"The language of this writer, although strong, was pro
phetic. +The expedition pursued. the route, and was at-
tended with no otherresults than those which these gues-
tions indicate. ~Early in September, the division of Wool
took/up its Aing of march from San Antonio for the Pre-
gidio“Rio Grande, passing, in most of the distance, over
the same dry and uninviting plains as those which the
Hlinois Regiments had passed from Lavaca to San Anto-
nio. Crossing the Rio Grande at the Présidio, General
Woal and 'his corps pushed on by lang and wearisome
marehes 1o the village of Santa Rosa. (Hereul was discov-
ered that the geographical knowledge of the War Depart-
ment was by no means equal to 1ts martial energies.
Logking-1o the west lor the road to Chihuahua the army
bekeld /in front the lofty. mountain-range of the Sierra

1 Letter of “ Rondenae™ to the National Intelligencer.

ARRIVED AT SIERRA GORDA

Gurda, lifting their summits four thousand feet above
level of the plains! The efficer of Topographical
gineers in vain looks for a single defile through which the
army may pass o the. wesl s corapelled 1o turn
south toward : n the 29th of (7-:..in~r. 5iX
weeks after leaving the i hes Moncloya,
one of the principal towns of Coahuil Here the troops
were received in a friendly manner, the Prefect content-
ing himself simply with a protest against the occupation
of the: Mexicar uaniry. 'Or mth the army con-
tinued to ¢ njoy lhe lexica es as if no hostili-
ties mterrupted the rmoeny the respective nalons.
The soldiers of Wool's corps d as the armed watch-
men of Coahuila. The robber and the savage alike fled
from the drum>-beat of the puard and the echoes of the
bugie. The discipline of the army. was equal to 11s en-
ergy; and the inhabitants around slept peacefully while
the conquering invader unfurled his flag along the base of
the Srerra Gorda.

At length General

Wool, ssriting to General Taylor, in-
juired=—* What is to be gained by going to. Chihuahua?”
General Taylor, then about to occupy the state of Ta-
maulipas by marching to. Vicioria, seplied, that e (Waool)
i

should abandon the expediuon to Chibuahua, and advance

!
> 3

with his colummytoy Parras, a place sull further tonthe
south, and not\wery distant from. S: . Here the army
remained for a short time, ull, in the month of December,
it joined the division of Worth, in the town of Saltillo.

I'he (%!_jl't'l ol Lhe entlt rpnse,— the ¢« nquest of Chibuahua,

Repert of Captain Huoghes, of the Topographical Corps, Fcb:uur}'.
1847
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90 GENERAL WOOL MARCHES TO PARRAS,

—had previously been abandoned ; but this division, which
had so far been employed only in marches, was soon
appear; under the-ablg " Wool and the veteran Taylor, vic-
torious: on the bloody and memorable ficld of Buena
Vista?

The march of Wool, like that of Kearney, was re-
markable for the steadiness and celerity with which new
troops,-of ‘all'‘the' different arms, traversed vast deserts
uninhabited, and unsupplied, except by provisions brought
from the interiorof the Unpited States. By the route pur-
sued it was seven-hundred miles from..San Antonio de
Bexar to Salulle; and this distance, deducting the period
at Monclova and | Parras, was performed in about six
weeks.

General Wool arrived just in time at Saltillo to meet
the intentions of General Taylor, ‘and prepare for the
events which followed.

The ¢ommander on'the Rio Grapde had proceeded with

y
I
alarge body of troops to meet another corps, under Gen-

eral Patterson; marching from Matamoras to occupy Vie-
toria, the capital of the state of Tamaulipas. At Monte-
morlos, sixty-eight miles from Monterey, Taylor was in-
formed that Santa Anna was about to move on Saltillo,
with a view to attack Worth, This recalled him, with
tha regulars, to Monterey.  *Generals Patterson and Quit-
man proceeded to Victoria, ‘and ultimately to—Tampico,
where they made a portion of the army of Scott, and
took part in the brilliant and successful siege and cap-

ture of Vera Cruz :

! The lllinois Regiments, the Arkansas Regiment, and Washingtou's
Artillery, were'in the battle of Buenas Vista, and constituted one-third ot

Taylor's army

EXPEVITION OF CAFTAIN FREMONT.

CHAPTER VI

Bupedition of Captain Fremont.—Arrives at Moaterey, California—Snos-
cions o1 Governor de Castro r takes position—Retarns by
Oregoo.—Returns aguin to Moulerey satened by Dé Castro.
Declares War—Capture of Mexichne—$ wn Monterey to Diego
~Capture of the City of Angrie onquest of Califortia—Object of
the Government.— Marcy's t to Stevenson~—Marcy's Orders to
Koarney.—Scott's Ordermns wirrection in New Meoxico—Murder of
Bent—Battle of Caunda { Paeblo de Taos—lusurréction in
California~Maurch of Douiphun—~Battle of Brozitos—Capture of El
Paso.—Battle of Sagramento ‘upture of Chibnshus.—March to Sal-
tillo—Asrival ut New Orleans—Muareh of Gilpis to the Rocky Moun.
tains

In the automn of 1845, Captain Fremont, of the To-
pographical Corps of Engincers, set out with an armed
party of men, prepared for hunting and Indian warfare, to
cross the mountains and penetrate the interior of Califor-
nia, This officer had been greatly distinguished in-apre-
vious expedition for bold enterprise, scientific altainments,
and interesting researches amidst the wilderness of Rocky
Mountains. The ostensible object of his present journey
was 10 seck a new route to Oregon, further south thian'the
one’ heretofore travelled by emigrants, and 1o’ seek ‘also
scientific discoveries amidst these unknown and unde-
scribed regions of the west. His well-known love of
science, and his hitherto scrupulous conduct, afford strong
presumption that such was the real purpose of his mission.

He pursued his journey, undisturbed by any extruor-

dinary events, uill, on the 20th of January, 1846, he ar-
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92 ARRIVES AT MONTEREY.

rived in the neighborhood of Monterey, California. To
avoid suspicien, or collision, he left his party about one
hundred miles from Monterey, and proceeded alone to that
placeto explain the object of his visit. Here he proceed-
ed ‘to the house of the American consul, (Mr. Larkin,)
and then called upon the gavernor, De Castro. The

governor con lained that he(Fremont) was bringin

g an
armed force  into- the province with hostile wvie

this Captain Fremont-replied, that he was not ever
officer of -the line, but belonged 1o the Topogra
Corps, and {that his object was to surv€y.a new ro
Oregon in a more southerly direction, his visit being
peaceful, and that he desired to winter-in the valley of
the San Joaquin. | Fo this the governor assented..  Cap-
tain Fremont then returned and brought his men nearer to
the town, when he was informed that the governor was
raising troops to attack him, and. warned by Mr. Larkin
(the consul)-of his danger. | Thus warned, he took post,
with his small party-of sixty men, on the summit of the
Sierra,; at a peint about thirty.miles from Monterey, and
overlooking thatjtown. | Here, in the clear sky of the Pa-
cific, and on this height, he could observe De Castro pre-
paring his men to march upon the American camp. Here

he hoisted the flag of the United States, and. informed the

Mexican that he would defend the post to the last, His
intention' was, if ‘atlacked and defeated; there 1o die with
his companions. on the spot ‘where they had hoisted the
flag, and leave to their country to avenge their death and
vindicate their conduct,! This fate was fortunately avoid-

! Banton's Letter to the President, published in the “ Union,” Novem-
ber 9th, 1846

FREMONT DEPARTS FOR OREGON.

ed. De Castro marched out, but did not

Fremont, finding himself not attacked, marched out of lis

position on the 10th of March; by the valley of San |
rin. and commenced his march, by slow degrées, towards

On the following moming De Castro took pos-
session of his camp, and finding some old vessels or

other camp luggage, boasted of the fligl f the Amert-

cans!
On the 1st

the valley of the Sacr: g n the 14ih of May ke

was on the direct rout on. n the 151h he ar-
: wd the
with
SNow, If and arty surrounded by hostle In-
dians.. In this-.condition of-afiairs he determined 1o re-
turn back by theriver Sacramento. On lis arrival at the
Bay of Francisco, he learns that Governorde Casuro is at
Zanona, on the opposile side, preparing: an expedition
against the American seltlers. Under all the circnmstan-
ces of the case he determined, on the 6th day of June,
to overturn, if possible, the Mexican govemment in Calis
fornia. © At that time the war with Mexico actually exist-
ed, ‘and two battle® had been foughton the Rio Grande ;
but with this fact Captain Fremont was nol acquainted.
He formed Ins judgment on the circumstances around
him, and not on any of the previous evenis cofinecied
with military aperatio
A party of De Casird’s men having crossed the Bay,
Fremont’s men captured n, with two bhundred
mules. On the 1st of June he surprised and took the

! Colonel Beuton's Lettes to' the Presid




04 RETURNS AND TAKES ZANONA.

military post at Zanona. Colonel Vallejo and several
officers were taken, with nine cannon, and two hundred
and fifty stafid of arms. ~From this he proceeded to the
2o d'(? los-Americanos for assistance. There he heard
that.De (Castre was abont te att ack his little garrison of
only fourteen men, at Zatona.,On the 23d of June he
started with ninety mounted riflemen to their aid. Riding
nicht and day he arvived on the 25th; a distance of eighty
miles. De Castro’s vanguard of séventy men was at-
ticked and defeated by twenty Americans. About this
time two Americans were taken by Torre, the comman-
der of the Mexican party, and cut to pieces. In return,
Fremont took and shot three of Torre’s men.

On the 4th of July Fremont assembled the Americans
in that neighberheod at Zanona, and after making a speech,
he and his companions declared the Tndependence of Cali-
fornta. A few days after this news came from Cemmo-
dore Sloat, that the American flig was hoisted at Monte-
rev. 1 Fremont then set out with one hundred and sixty
riflemen inpursuit’of De Castro,-who was retreating with
fotur hundred men: | From this he is recalled by Commo-
dore Sloat. 'On his retarn to Monterey he found Stockton
in command, who was preparing a new expedition by
water:— By sailing-down the coast he thought he might
cut off l)x;: Castro’s retreat, who was moving southward-
Iy 10 the lower postsi®  On the 26th of July Fremont
sailed in the. sloop-of-war/ Cyane, with one hundred @and
sixty riflemen and seventy marines, the object being the
i”\ﬂ- of San Diego, which it was FIJ}’I)H._\'!‘:! wonld e
reached in time to cut off De Castro.

1 Colonel Benton's Letter.
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At this time Governor de Castro was encamped at
Mera, three miles from Ciudad de los Angelos. In a few
days after the deps e of Fremont, Stockton sailed
in the frigate Congress for the position of De Castro.
When the latter heard of the approach of the American
forces, he broke up his camp and proceeded 1o Mexico,
while his officers and men were scattered in different di-
rections. On the 13th of August, 1846, Stockton being
joined by Captain (now Celonel) Fremont, with Mr. Lar-
kin, late American cons , cnlert d ‘.!u‘ (‘ll_\’ nf A\ll_j"L\ the
capital of the Cahfornias.! Thus was completed, in a

brief campaign, and with scarcely any bloodshed, the con-

£ 1§ .
quest of the Californias.

On the coast, the squadron under Commodore Sloat
had tdken the initial, and onthe 6th “of July; 1846, had
hoisted the flag of the United States at Monterey. On
the 22d of July, Commodore Stockton assumed the com-
mand ‘of the naval forces, and he, with Fremont, com-
pleted, as we have seen, the overturn of the Mexican

government in California.. General Kearney did not ar-

rive from his overland journey till these transactions were

completeds Sinee then, controversies have arisen betweén
the distinguished commanders on that siation—Fremont
and Kearney——in relation to their respective duties and
commands. The events in which they were engaged have
become memorable from their conuéction with the first

footsteps and conquening march of that great nation which

claims from dest the dominion of the North Americax

traceway of these wild wilderness paths,

some historian of after times may discover the steps by
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which a nation, ascended to imperial grandeur and liberty,
pursued the stream of civilization round the earth.

The object of the American government, so far as the
President can control-its operations, is discovered in the
msiructions 'to s/ officers, hile disclaiming conquest
as'the motive or object of the-war, the execulive of the
United States- furnished recorded “proof that permanent
conquest was intended 1o be its result. In the summer
of 1846, u regiment of volunteers Was' raised in the city
of New York, commanded by Colenel' J. D. Stevenson.
The object of this regiment was for somve time unknown
1o the public: = It-was at length embarked for California.
In thé correspondence’ of the War Depariment subse-
quently published, a\letter “from the Secretary (Marcy)
discloséd the intentions of the President. Speaking of
the ‘composition of this regiment, the Secretary saysi—
“ThePresident expeets, and indeed ' réquires, that great
care shonld be taken to have it composed of suitable per-
sons—F<mean of pood habits; as far as prn'!u‘.xblc of
vanious pursuitsyand such as wotild be likely to remain, at
the end/ of thie war, either in Oregon or in any other ter-
ritory th-that region of the globe which may then be'a
part of the United States” 'This regiment, then, were
to act as piorieers in the work of conquest and coloniza-
tion.

The- directions given by Secretary Marey to General

Kearnéy, in forming the new government, assimilate them-

i

selves to this purpose. In his letterof the 3d June, 1846,

he savs—* You will establish femporary civil govern-
ments therein, abolishingall arbitrary restrictions that;may

* Appendix to the Congressional Globe, 1845-6, p. 80V

INSTRUCTIONS OF THE SECRETARY. 97

exist, so far as it can be done with safety.” You may
‘ continue existing officers, if they will take the oath of
allegiance to the United States.”—** Assure them 1t"is the
wish and design of the United States to provide for them
a free government.”—* They wil then be called upon to
exercise the rights of freemen.™

At this time Mexico was a free country, so far as a
written republican Constitution could make her so. To
offer the people of that country freedom, then, could have
uo possible meaning, unless it was meant to bnng it
within the limits of the peculiar government of the United
States. + Much less could any other construction be put
upon the phrase—*‘ called upon to exercise the rights of
freemen.”

The oath of allegiance, too, which by the laws of na-
tions could not be deprived of its legal virtue by any action
of a foreign nation, and, by the Constitwtion of the United
States, could not be made void in this country, except by
an act of naturalization, was thus, by the onder of a Pres-
ident, to be made void by a compulsory oath to the United
States! The novelty of such a doctring, if not its utier
contempt of the civil law of this country and the public
law of pations, attracted the attention of grave statesmen
and of earnest patriots, It was sought, by the friends of
the President, 1o explain’ the meaning of these documents,
so that they might not appear ih opposition to the theory
and Constitution of -American government; bul, hoivever
explained, these orders and proclamalions yet remain
among the most extraordinary movements of an extraor-

dinary war*
Muarey's Lotter, 34 June, 1846. .
' General Scott, in his official orders, while complying with the geo-
I ”




MEASURES TEND TO INSURRECTION.

The conquest of New Mexico, which we have seen comn-
pleted under General Kearney, though apparently blood-
less,was yet to be attended by conflicts, if less sanguinary,
yet more interesting than the common events of war. On
the 19th of January, 1847, a violent and totally unexpected
msurrection against the Amencan authorities took place at
Taos, in New Mexico. The origin and progress of this
outbreak appears, by evidence subsequently given, to have
been this =—In" puzsuance of the principles stated in the
proclamations before referred to, and” of orders expressly
given by the President, Kearney had ;xru(‘cmlml to organize
a civil government. He had appointed a governor, shenff,
district attorney, and other functionaries s as if the general
of an army, in the seryice of the United States, could have
any other-than mihtary autharity, or become by any means
the source of a civil authority which, in the very nation he
represented, could be.conferred only through the laws.
These civil-functionariesythus appoinied, went quietly to
work, as if they were in one of the States of the Ameri-
can’ Union : unconscious  that -the passions of a hoestile

people, the jealousy of displaced officers, or the violation

eral directibn of ‘the President to occupy the country, seems to have dis-
creotly avoided in his language the ebsurdity mvolved in thess proclama-
tions, and in the order of Marcy on which they were founded. In Scott’s
Order to Kearney, dated November 3d, 1846, he says:—* You will ereat
and gartison doral le defonces for holding the bays of Monterey and San
Francisco, together with such other important points m the same province
as you may doem it necessary to occupy”—* You will not, however, for-
mally declare the province to be annexed. Permanent incorporation of
the territory must depend on theygovernment of the United States.”  lIn
this lahguage General Scott avoids the absurdities of the proclamatio,
and recognises.the fundamental distinction between the orders of the Pres

ident and the legislation of Congress.
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of national ugages, could arouse the indignation of the in-
vaded people, or expose them to more than common dan-
gers! They were mistaken'in fact, as they were incautious
in conduct. The displaced officers and the national pride
occasioned a conspiracy to.overthrow the American power
in New Mexico. It appears from testimony that Thomas
Cortez, Diego Archillette, Pino, Agmijo, and others formed
a plan for a general insurrection and overthrow of the
Americans on Christmas night. This failed, or rather,
was postponed. On the I5th of January, however, a
tragedy occurred which startled the Americans, both in
New Mexico and in the United States. On that night, Gov-
ernor Charles Bent, with Elliott the sheriff, and twenty-
three others, were murdered in the town of San Fernando
de Taos. Seven others were killed at Turley’s, eight
miles from Taos, in the valley of the Moro.! In a short
time the insurrection became general, and Col. Sterling
Price, who commanded the troops at Santa Fé, learned
that a strong body of Mexicans and Indians were advan-
cing against the place. Mustering nearly four hundred
troops—cavalry, infantry, and artillery—he marched ouat
to meet them on-the 23d of January. He found them
pusl(-.i, in a strong position, on the heights and in houses
below, in front of the village of Covoda. The battle com-
menced with a cannonade and general firing, which lasted
for an_hour and 'a half, Colonel Price then ordered a
general discharge upon-the houses and lines of the enemy.
They were soon dispersed in every direction.® The Mex-
ican force ehgaged was supposed to be fifteen hundred

3 14 Abert's Letter of Fobrowry 20th, in the Union
* Colonel Price's Despately, 15th February, 1847,
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men. Their loss was thirty-six. That of the Americans
two killed and six wounded.

Oii the 27th of January Colonel Price marched to Lu-
ceros, on the'Rio Grande; and on the 29th to La Joya, a
strong pass, situated in'a canon, or deep pass of the moun-
tains, where the men could scarcely move abreast. Along
the"slopes of the mountains the enemy were posted, and
there they were: attacked by/a detachment under Captain
Burgwin of one hundred and eighty men, who, after a short
conflict, dislodged them, with the loss to the Mexicans of
twenty killed and sixty wounded.! On the 1st of Febru-
ary the ‘main body of the forces, under Colonel Price,
reached the top of the Taos mountain, which was cov,
ered with snow two feet deep. On the 2d they quartered
at Rio Chiciti. On the 3d they entered the town of Don
Fernando de Taos, which was the scene of the massacre
of Governor Bent and party. The Mexican village was
abaridoned by 1hé enemy, who had taken post at the In-
dian town" of Pueblo de Taos. ‘This was a strongly-for-
ufied post. | The key to the position was a large church,
and two large buildings ascending in a pyramidal form, six
or seven stories high, and pierced with embrasures for
rifles. - Around these was a wall, and within them the
enemy had taken post. The Americans brought up a six-

pounder and 4 howilzer, with which they battered the

church and walls for two ‘hours; but their ammunition-
wagons not having come up, they retreated to Fernando.
On the morning of the 4th, at nine A. u., the Americans
again advanced, determined to take the place. The six-
pounder and two howitzers, commanded. by Lieutenant

! Colonel Price’s Desputch, 15th February, 1847.
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Dyer, of the Ordnance, were brought to bear against the
church on one side, and two howitzers on another side.
After battering for two hours a charge was made by Cap-
tain Burgwin, of the Dragoons, with two companies 11 one
line, and Captain Angrecy, with three compames in an-
other line.! In this assault Captain Burgwin, a lieutenant
of volunteers, and several dragoons were killed. The
church walls were still unpenetrated by the Artillery.
Ladders were made, and a small hole cut with axes;
through that, fire was thrown into the church. A new as-
sault was made upon the church door, which failed, with
loss.® The six-pounder was then run up, at half-past
three p. m., within sixty yards, and a breach made large
envugh to adofit four men abreast. A slorming party
then entered the church, which was found full of smoke.
The enemy still occupied the two large buildings ; but
early next morning, the aged men and women, bearing
their children, images, and crosses, came out to meet the
army, begging for mercy, The request was granted. In
this battle the Americans were about four hundred and
fifty ; the Mexicans about six hundred. 'The Ameri-
can loss was fifiy-four killed and wounded; that of
the Mexicans one hundred and fifty-two killed and
many wounded. Taken, as a whole, the short cam-
paign of Colonel Price, with Captain Burgwin and others,
from the'20th of January t the 5th of February, 1847,
was one of the best exhibitions of military gallantry which
has occurred in the minor parts of the war. Marching
in nudwinter over snow-covered ground, they three umes

' Letter of Licutenant A. B, Dyer.

* Colouel Price’s Report, 15th February, 1847
12
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engaged the enemy; and in the last conflict, stormed and
carried a very.strong military. position against superior
numbers.

During the winter of 1846-7 the Californians, either not
properly: understanding or not impressed with the value of
an oath| of allegiance 1o the government of the United
States, also rose in insurrection. At the City of Angels,
and other points, the flag of the United; States was torn
down, and that of Mexico hoisted in its place. In No-
vember, 1846, an action occurred at Domingos Rancho,
between a party from the United States frigate Savannah
and a portion'of the Californians. The latter were forti-
fied, and’ supported by artillery. They gained an-advan-
tage over the sailors, who were on foot; which raised their
courage and excited their hopes. In Pécember, Commo-
dore Stockion, having landed at Diego, advanced. to the
City of Angels, and again re-established the American
dommion.

Soon after this-a battle occurred between the Ameni-
cans under General Kearmey and the Mexicans at San
Gabriel. In this engagement the Mexicans were defeat-
ed with loss; but on the American side several were
killed, and General Kearney wounded.

In New Mexicoand California; the inhabitanis-appear
10 have been. mugch more interested in-regaining their
country by popular insusrection, than they hadé'been 1n
defending it against the advance of the invaders. Either
they had been at first surprised, and yielded to an unex-
pected necessity, or the American army, and the new
governments instituted among them had not impressed theis
minds with an idea of supf?nnrny;md excellence. Both may

in some measure have been true. But the lesson taught
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by these insurrections is, that the Mexican inhabitants of
New Mexico and California remain under the dominion of
the United States only as a conquered people; not fram
any adhesion to oaths of allegiance, or to any admiration
for the free institutions which wert prm'l.mumi among
them.

ln the mlc'n'al between Ki‘.tf conque sl Hf N:'\\' ,\ll:lit‘()
by Kearney, and the march of Scott from Vera Cruz,
there occurred, in the northern provinces of Mexico, one
of those military adventures which convert the realities
of history into the brilliant and enticing scenes of romance,
This' was the march of Colonel Doniphan’s corps thirough
the wild and unknown regions of Northern Mexico.
When the American army, under Kearney, had reached
Santa Fé, it was already nine bundred miles from the
:;)()in[ of 1ts tf:‘p.'nlllﬂ?. The great part of 1his distance
had been passed over vasi prairie plains, over arid deserts,
in the valleys of streams; where no town or habitation was
seen, and over hills like the Raton, from whose lofty
summit no sign of civilization could be seen, and the dis-
tant-horizon-was limited only by the towering. peaks of
the Rocky Mountains. At Santa Fé there was but litle
real interruption to this ‘wilderness prospect. New Mex
ico contained fifty thousand square miles, but only one
bundred thotusand inhabitants, /The States of Chibhuahua,

Durangd, and Coahuila; below, scarcely-contained a

greater population in proportion. Here and there a Mex-

ican town appeared, and at intervals spots of beautiful
culture; of vineyards-and fruits; but, for the most part,
there were uninhabited regions, unknown to the Ameri-
cans, and almost untrodden by travellers.

In the carly part of December Colonel Doniphan left
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Santa Fé with eight hundred men, in three divisions, des-
tined for Chihuahua. The object of the expzadiion was
to join General Wool in the heart of Northern Mexico.
Wool. as has been detailed, marched with what was
called the Army of the /Centre from San Antonio de
Bexar for Chihnahua. || The latter point he never reach-
ed ; but Colonel Doniphan -now supposed him either at
Chihuahua or on his route. . Doniphan, accordingly,
marched - south te form-a junction. On the 2ist of De-
cember his corps reached Brozitos, and, the troops were
dispersed getting wopod, when a large force of the enemy;,
supposed to be @ thousand strong, appeared in sight.
The Americans immediately formed in-line. The Mex-
icans were composed of Lancers and-Infantry. _ A Mex-
ican officer rode out on a fing charger, displaying a black
flag. Their column immediately charged, and were re-
ceived by the Americans with a well-directed fire of nifles.
This determined“the engagement. /The Mexicans fled.
Doniphan.then purstied his march at his leisure.

On ‘the 27th of December-Doniphan’s corps entered
El-Paso del Norte without opposition. This is a consid-
erable town on the Rio del Norte, or rather Rio Grande,
the former being the name of that river in New Mexico.
This town contains about five thousand inhabitants ; but
there are about eleven thousand settled along the riverfor
twenty-five miles. It is on the roadto Chihuahua, and
at one of the principal crossings of the Rio Grande.

Here Colonel Doniphan was compelled to wait for re-
inforcements, and also to hear from General Wool. The
Americans were surrounded with a hostile pepulation,
and continually expecung an attack. One who was pres-
ent wriles, ** Here we have spent a month in anxiety,
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drudgery, and t0il.”™ Nothing, however; was heard from

Wool ; and it was long before reinforcements arrived.
At length, on the 1st of February, Captain Weightman
arrived with the Artillery, and Doniphan’s command was
increased to the amount of about nine hundred men.

In the latter part of February he set out from El Paso,
and on the 23d the American forces were.at Carmen, one
hundred miles from Chihuabua. In the mean ume, Gen-
eral Heredia, who commanded the Mexican forces 1in
Chihuahua, having heard of the ,';pprn;xrh of the Amen-
can army, -,urs-,-.rz:dn-x.i General Cande with eight hundred
cavalry to wal h the Americans, On the 2]1st General
Heredia himself took position with additional troops near
the Sacramento river, and awaited the approach of Colo-
nel Doniphan.

The forces of Heredia weré thus compesed :—

Conde’s Cavalry - 800 men
7th Regular Infaotry - 70
Chihuahua Baualion - 250
National Guards - 180
Dragoons - - - 50
Ten pieces of artillery - 119

Corps of other cavalry > 106

Total of Heredia’s army 15675

Many of these troops ‘were the new levies of the country
—National Guards and Volunteers?
On the 28th of February the American army discovered

' Latter in the Missouri Repoblican
* Genorul Jose Herodia’s Report, March 24, 1847, in the * Union,”
April 19th.
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the enemy intrenched near the Rancho' Sacramento, on
the river Sacramento. The position was a very sirong
one. It was-ima-valley about four miles in width, having
arange 6f mounntains on each side;: The Rio Sacramen-
to, and Arroyo Seco, both crossed the valley here ; ‘and
the main road to Chihuahua, pursuing the valley, crosses
the Sicraménto at the Rancho Sacramento. The Mexi-
can intrenchments were on a ridge between these streams,
and completely commanding the road. Their right rested
on the 'Cerro Frijoles, with 'high precipitous sides; on
which was a battery commanding the surrounding coun-
try and the pass leading 10 Chihuahbua, through the Arroyo
Seco. On their left ‘was the Cerro Sacramento, a pile of
immense volcanic-rocks, surmounted | by a battery which
commanded the main road Chihuahua?

A passage was found [nrarnr.'ilf‘.c across the Arroyo
Seco, within reach of the enemy’s fire; and the Ameri-
can column having réached the groind between the Seco
and Sacraniento, commenced deploying towards the table-
tand o¢cupied by the Mexicans. The column of General
Conde's cavalry, uppusr*-i to the American right, now coms

menced a charge, which was e turned by the fire of the

Artillery Battery, consisung of six pieces, under the come-.

mand of Major Clark. At the third fire the enemy’s cay-
alry gave way and dispersed.* They fell back to the
Mexican camp, and rallied behind a redoubt. This the
Americans attacked with artillery, Captain Weightman
rupldly advancing with two howitzers, supported by Cap-
tain Reed’s company of herse, and. then by Lieutenant-

¥ Report of Major Clark to Colonel Doniphan, March 2d, 1847

% Heredia's Report
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colonel Mitchell, delivering his fire with great effect, the
enemy were driven from the redoubt. The Mexicans
were pursued towards the mountains by Lieutenant-
colonel Mitchell, Lieutenant-colonel Jackson, and Major
Gilpmn, accompanied by Weightman with his section of
howitzers. In the mean time the Mexicans had' carried
their cannon to the Cerro Sacramento, to cover their re-
weat. The fire of the American artillery soon silenced
these, and the Rancho Sacramento was then auacked.
At length the Mexicans were driven from their last posi-

tion, and the victory was complete.! The Mexicans lost

ove hundred men and ten pieces of artillery.
I

Colonel Doniphan and his little army entered the city
of Chihuahua,-the fruit of this victory, in divisions, on lh.c
18t and 2d of March, ' This town is the capital of one of
the most important States of Mexico, and conlains more
than forty thousand “inhabitants, = It lies on a branch of
the Conchas river, two hundred and fifty miles south of
El Paso. On the east lies the Rio Grande, and on the
west the lofty summits of the Sierra Madre. The couns
try is diversified with mountains and vales. The army
passed rugged cliffs of basaltic rock “on one side, and o;)
the other fields rich with the finest wheat. In the clear
atmosphere of this elevated region, the mountain-tops
would seem, in the distance, blue as the skies above ; or,
near by, would darkly frown /in the cold gray aspeet of
its granite rock. Chihuahua, too, 15 the cm;uu of rich
and various mines. Not more than twelve miles from 1t
are silvér mines supposed to be the richest in Mexico
These mines are generally owned by private companies,

' Clark's Report.




10 DONIPHAN OCCUPIES CHIHUAHUA.

composed of English or Spanish proprietors. At Chi-

huahua, in this rith country and pleasant climate, the

army of -Doniphan rested in the bright days of spring

They had departed so far from the American lines of in-

telligence, as to be ignorant of the situation or place of the

American forces.  'The expedition had been planned with
the idea that/the corps of Doniphan would find the army
of Wool at Chibuahua; but that /‘army was not there.
The reason we have already seen. Waol had encountered
beyond Monclova the lofty ridges of the Sierra Madre, and
been cumpelind to/change his course o the south, and
eventually to Salullo.! After waiting in vain for any ap-
pearance of Woel, and having remained six weeks at Chi-
huahua,? the army at last took its line of march: Colonel
Doniphan moved his corps from Chihuahua in three divis-
jons, on the 25th, 26th, and 28th, of April. Marching
southwardly, through Cerro Gordo, Mapimi, and Parras,
they reached-Saltilloy three hundred and fifty miles fur-
ther, on the 22d of May, 1847. Remaining but three
days, on/the 25th day of May they marched to Monterey.
Pursuing their journey with rapid steps, they descended
the Rio Grande, u;n‘igalmi the Gulf of Mexico, and arrived
at New Orleans on the 15th of June. . Here the volunteers
were mustered out of the service. of the United States,
embarked on' steamboats, and were soon returned 1o their
homes in Missouri. In /a little more than a year, this
corps of volunteers, mustered from private life, had, by

land and by water,—over mountain-tops and sandy plains,—

1 See Chapter 5th.
% For a full and most interesting account of Doniphan’s expedition, see

« Doniphan's Expedition,” by J. T. Hughes. Published by J. A. James

& Co., Cincinnali
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in snow and in rain, and in hot deserts,—amidst the homes
of civilization and the wilds of savages,—amidst the fires
of battle, the sports of the camp, and the adventures of
the wild wilderness, pursued their unchecked career for
five thousand miles! Nor was this all. One d¢ tachment
of this same corps, previous (o the departure of the main
body from Santa Fé. had marched another thousand miles
in still wilder scenes and greater adventure. This was
the detachment of Lt. Col. Gilpin, who was sent out
towards the Rocky Mountains to overawe the Navajos
Indians. 'Tlis was a tribe which, unlike most tribes of
Indians, lived in the ]ld.\(“rd! state, and inhabited the great
unknown country lying between New Mexicoand the Col-
orado of the south, General Kearney bad promised the
New Mexicans protection from the incursions of this tribe.
To carry out this intention, Gilpin's detachment was sent
into, their country.. This command actually crossed the
Rocky Mountains, and desc ended into the valley of the
Colorado of the south. Their march was x'ull'uf new
scenery, new dangers, and new adventures. Tribes of
Indians unknown to the people of the United States were
fuguu and observed. The grizly bear, supposed.to inhabit
chiefly the polar regions, was here fonnd a common tenant
of the mountains. After this party had thus pursued its
novel and most interesting march through the spurs and
rivers, and wild tribes and wilder animals of ‘the Rocky
Mountains, it returned intime to join the long and adven-

turous march of Doniphan to Chihuahua and the Gulf of

A\'l‘\)\'u_)

' & R

8o the “ Expedition of Doaiphan,” by J. T. Hughes, mentioned be-
foze. | Dhe varrative of Mr. Hoghes may b/ relied upon for accuracy, and
@ & gaaphic nccount of these remuarkuble adventures. .

K




SCOTT ORDERED TO MEXICO.

CHAPTER VIL

General Scott ordered to Mexico~Tatter of the Secretary of War to
General 'l‘uylnr———ln-lh-: of the Secretary of War to General Scott.—
General Scott Jeaves Washington His Lettar to General Taylor—
Plan (of -appointing = Lieutenant-General.—Scott reaches the Rio
Grande.—Condition of things there.—Withdraws a part of Taylor's
Troops in compliance with the Orders of the War Department.

Ox the 18th of November, General Scott was directed
by the Secretary of Warto hold himself in readiness to
assume the command of the army destined 1o make a-de-
scent on Vera Cruz. ‘The purpose of organizing a force
for this object was commimnicated to General Taylor mn a
letter from thie Secretary of War, dated Washington, Oct.
22, 1846

1 informed you 1n my last dospal(:h, that in connec-
tion with- an invasion of Tamaulipas and attack on Tam-

pico, an expedition against Vera Cruz was then under

advisement. Upon a more full consideration of the sub-
ject, it is believed that Vera Cruz may be taken, and
having possession of that city, the castle of San Juande
Ulloa might possibly be reduced or'compelled to surren-
der. If the expedition could go forth without the object
being known to the enemy, it is supposed that four thou-
sand troops would be sufficient for the enterprise, re-
ceiving as they would the co-operation of our naval force
in the Qulf; but at least fifteen hundred or two thousand of

them should be of the regular army, and under the command

SCOTT ORDERED TO MEXICO.

of officers best calculated for such an undertaking. In
Jooking at the disposition of the troops, it appears to be
scarcely ;msszhlf to get the requisite number of regulars
without drawing some of those now with you at Monterey, ox
v -7 B J?

on the way to that place. Should you decide against hold-
ing military possession of any place in Coahuila or Chi-
huahua, and order the troops under General Wool to join
you, it is presumed that the requisite force for the expe-
dition to Vera Cniz could be detached without interfering
with your plans of operation,

T 4 By s Al - ”

Yon will therefore, unless it materially interferes with
» 1. 3
your own pian ol operations, or weakens you too much in
your present position, make the necessary arrangements
for having four thousand men, of whom fifteen hundred or
two E}mnx;uul should be regular troops, ready to embark
for Vera Cruz, or such other destination as may be given
4 - s

them, at the earlies racticable per
hem, at the earliest practicable period. The place of
embarkation will probably be the Brazos Santiago, or in
that vicinity.”

On the 23d of Nove: o :

‘ n the 23d ul_ November General Scolt received the
following order from the Seeretary of War :(—

Wan Deranraesr, Wasiuxcron, ¢
November 23d, 1546, 5

Sig—The President, several days since, communicated in
person o you his orders to repaar to M Xico, o take thie com
mand of the forces there assembled i ]
) mbled, and particularly to org
. y , o organ-
ize and 26t on foot an expedil t - Pe oo
| ! pedition to operate on the Gulf coast,
if, on arriving at the theatre of action, you shall deem it to be
ractic t 134 1
zta..u able. It is not proposed to control your operations by
sfinite and sitive ins ons . . :
positive instructions, but you are left to prosecute
T . I
them as your judgment, under a full view of all the circum

stances, shall dictate. The work is before you, and the
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means. provided, or 1o be ;\r'\\'i(]e'{i, for accomplishing it, are
committed to you, in the full confidence that you will use
them to the best advantage.

The objects which it is desirable to obtain have been in-
dicated, and it is hoped that you will have the requisite force
to accomplish them,

Of this you must be the judge, when preparations are
made, and the time for action arrived.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
W. L. Magcy,
Secretary of War.

Gexerat. WikmzLn ScoTr.

General Scott imimediately made all the arrangements
to carry the plan-into, full effect. 'The requisite number
of transports were to be proy ided, surf-boats for the land-
ing of the troops constructed, a train ‘of siege ordnance
was to be.collected-and sént forward, and ten new regi-

lineg of the army, at the

ments were tobe added to the
earliest possible-moment after _the meeting of Congress.
In‘a very few days all the preliminary arrangements were
completed, and General Scott left Washingion on the
24th November, in the full belief that he enjoyed the con-
fidence of the government, and that the conduct of the
war, under general instructions, had been entirely confided
to his discretion and judgment.

The only reluctance which hefelt in accepting the high
trusts confided to him by the President, arose from an un-
willingness to interfere, in the slightest degree, with the
command-of -an old friend and brother soldier; and this
feeling wis strongly expressed 10 General Taylorin alet-

ter written from New York, November 25th, 1846.
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“ | left Washington late in the day yesterday, and ex-
peet to embark for New Orleans the 30th insty By the
12th of December I may be in that city, at Point Isabél
the 17th. and Camargo, say the 23d—in order to be with-
i easy corresponding distance from: you. It is pot prob-
able that I may be able to wisit Monterey, and circum-
stances may prevent your-coming 1o me. I shall much
regret not having an early opportunity of felicitating you
i PErson upon your many brilliant achievements ; but we
may meet somewhere in the interior of Mexico.

* | am not coming, my dear general, to supersede you
in the immediate command on the line of operations rén-
dered illustrious by you and your gallant army. My pro-
posed theatre is different. You may imagine it; and 1
wish very much that it were prudent, at'thi# distance, to
tell you all that Fexpect to attempt or hope 1o execute.
I have been admonished that despatches have been lost,
and 1 have no gpecial messenger at hand. Your imagi-
nation: will be aided by the letters of the Secretary of
War, conveyed by Mr. Armistead, Major Graham, and
Mr. M'Lane.

“ But, my dear general, I shall be obliged to lake from
vou most of the gallant officers and men, (regulars and
volunteers,) whom you have so long and-so nobly com-
manded. 1 am afraid that I shall, by imperious neces-
sity=—the approfc h of yellow féveron tie Gulf coast—re-
duce you, for'a ‘time; 10 stand"on the defensive. Ths
will be infinitely painful 1o you, and, for that reason, dis-
tressing to me. But I rely upon your patriotism o sub-
mit to the temporary sacrifice with cheerfulness No

T

cam better afford to do $o. . Recent viclories place

high eminence ; and I even flatter n.)-_-..»l{ that
K2 8
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any benefit that may result to me, personally, from the
anequal division of troops alluded to, will lessen the pain
of your consequent inactivity.

« You will be_aware of the recent call for nine regi-
meénis of new voluniéers, including one of Texas horse.
The President may/soon ask for many more; and we are
notwithout hope-that Congress may add ten or twelve to
the regular éstablishment. These; by the spring, say
April, may, by the aid of large boanties, be in-the field
should ‘Mexico not earlier propose-térms of accommoda-
tion ; ‘and; long before the spring, {Match,) it is probable
you will.be again in forgce 1o resume offeusive operations.

“Jt was not possible for.me to find time 1o write frem
Washington, as I much desired. I only received an inti-
mation te hold myself in preparation for Mexico, on the
18th instant. Much has been done/towards that end, and
more remains to be executed

s Your. detailed” report of the-operations at Monterey,
and| reply to the Seécretary’s despatch, by Lieutenant
Armistead; were both receivedtw o days after 1 was in-
structed to proceed south.”

Béfore. ordering General Scott 1o Mexico, as subse-
quently appeared by the statements of Senator Benton,
the President had decided to create the office of lieuten-
ant-genegal, and thus sup .rsede, not only the scar-marked
hero of Clippewa and Niagara, but also to tear the fresh
laurelsof Palo Alto and ‘Resaca’de/la Palma from the
brow of the gallas aylor. After this plan had been
finxly arranged, the President sent for General Scott, and
gonfided 1o him the command. of the army in-Mexico,.and
gave to lim the most solemn assurance of his cenfidence

and hl.l-;mst.
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openinz of Congress the project of

crenting a higher military grade was brought forward, and

the friends of generals Scott and Taylor saw with alarm,
that a plan was maturing by which they were both to be
degraded to subordinate stations, and the entire direction
of affairs in Mexico confided to othier and untried hands.
The friends of General Scost now saw that his apprehen-
sions of an attack *“from the rear,” and which had been
frankly v‘\prv«v'i in his former letters, were indeed but
too well founded : and that notwithstanding the assurance
given on his departure from Washington for the army, of
the full and cordial support of the government, the plan
of wresting from him the command, at the earliest pos-
sible day, was then matured, and ready for speedy execu-
tion. In view ofall the circumstances, it is, perhaps, not
ancharitable to suppose that he was selected for that ¢om-
mand, for the purpose of stirring up a spirit of rivalry be-
tween his friends and those of General Taylor, and thus
affording a plausible pretext for superseding them both.

On the 30th of November General Scott sailed from
New York, in the fullest confidence that the government
was acting in_good faith, and that every means would be
furnished him for the prosecution of the war. Little did
he then suppose, that before he could reach the theatre of
active operations the government which had selecied and
sent him, would attempt (o degrade, him iny theeyesjof
the world, by 'deelaring, 'in efféct, that he was anfit for
the very plice to which he had been so recently ap-
‘"'iﬁl"'f

With the generous confidence of a brave soldier, who

had often<met the enemy in deadly conflict, he received

ighted faith of the nation that

1
1|

thirough the President the |
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all was right. The President saw him depart in the ful-
ness of this confidence, and yet before he reached the
army, the proposition to supersede him was already there.
Yes, the very army inte. which he was to breathe the in-
spiration of hepe which lie. was to train and prepare for
the deadly conflicts that awaited them—was informed, in
advance; that the Presidént had no' confidence in their
commander-in=chief.

General Scott reached the Rio Grande about the first
of January. . Early in the month it became evident that
some of the principal arrangements-for. the attack on Vera
Cruz were not likely to be carried out by the 'government.
The bill for raising the ten additional regiments was lost
sight of by the administration, in the desire to carry their
favorite project of placing a political /partisan at/the head
of the army; and this bill, whieh ought to have been
passed in the first week of the session, was not finally
disposed ‘of till'a day-or two before the adjournment.

What was the condition of things in Mexico at this
eritical period ?

Santa Anna, with a-force of twenty-two thousand men,
was at San Luis Potosi, a fortified city containing sixty
thousand inhabitants, and about equally distant from Mon-
terey, Vera Cruz, and Mexico.

General Taylor was in the vicinity of Monterey, in the
command of a force of about eighteen thousand men, oc-
cupying the long line from Saltillo to Camargo, and thence
1o the mouth of the Rio Grande, where General Scott
had just arrived witha small force, for the purpose of at-
tacking Vera Cruz as soon as' possible. He well knew
ihat the womito makes its appearance- there' in the early

spring, and that delay would be fatal. The transports,

' ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CAMPAIGN. 117

stores. and munitions, were beginning to amve. What
was o be done? Was the expedition against Vera Cruz
to he abandoned, or was General Scott to go forward and
do the best he could under circamstances so discouraging ?
He adopted the latter alternative. He reviewed all the
disposable forces within his command, apd carefully
weighed chances and probabilities, He forwarded to
General Taylor a full plan of his proposed. operations.
By the capture and assassination of Lieutenant Ritchie,
the bearer of these despatches, the plans were fully dis-
closed to Santa Anna, and he became apprized that Vera
Cruz was to be the main point of atiack. At Vera Cruz,
and its immediate vicinity, there were six or seven thou-
sand men, and a much larger number could be collected
from the adjoining country on a short netice. Would
Santa Anna break up his camp at San Luis Potosi, and
march on Vera Cruz—fill the city and castle with his
best troops, and oppose, the landing of General Scott with
a selected army of forty thousand men? Or, was he like-
lv to abandon the town and castle to their fate, thus leav-
ing open the road 1o Mexico, and march with his whole
force against General Taylor, over a desert of one hup-
dred and fifty miles, with a certainty of having to encoun-
ter his enemy either in the defiles of the mounwains or
from behind the impregnable batlements of Montegey ?
Under such circumstances it bécame the daty/of Gen-
eral’ Seott so to divide the forces of the Rio Grande as
would be most likely 10 meet any contingency that might
arise. He collecied the regular infantry—for these might
be necessary to carry with the bayonet the fortified city
and castle of Vera Croz. He left within the limits of

General Taylor's command, about ten thousand volun-
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teers and several companies of the best artillery of the
regular army. ‘These General Taylor might have con-
centrated at Monterey, and General Scolt suggested to
him; in hisinsiruct.ons;.to do so, if 1 became pecessary.
With this comparativelyjsmall force, General Taylor no
only maintained all the posis ‘within his command, but
with the one hall of it achieved the memorable victory of
Buena Vista.

General Scott assigned twelve thousand men to the ex-
pedition-against Vera Cruz, and had Santa Anna concen-
trated his forces at/that point, the disparity of numbers
wonld have been‘much greater than at Buena Vista.
These remarks are not made for the purpose of comparing
the skill, or the conduct, or/the claimso public_gratitude
of the two distinguished generals who have so well fulfil-
led every trust reposed in them by their country ; but sim-
ply to:show that in the disposition.of the forces made by
General Scott, hé did not take alarger portion for his own
command than the intcrests of the service imperatively
demanded.

GENERAL TA\’L()K‘S MOVEMENTS.

CHAPTER VIIL

General Tavhr's Movements—Taylor's Position—Santa Anna's Ad-
vathoe—Ilmportance of the event.—Battle of Bueoa Vista.—Retroat of

the Mexicans—Taylor's Official Aceount Santa Anun's Report

Ix pursuance of orders from the War Department,
General Tavlor, in the month of November, ordered the
divisions of "Generals Twiges, Quitman, and Pillow from
Monterey to Vietoria, for the purpose of joining at Tam-
pito the expedition against Vera Cruz. In thy lauer part
of December, General Pauerson's division left Matamoras
for the same destination, by the route through Victona ;
while General Worth's division pxu-'nfmi:‘d from Saltillo to
Comargo, thence to Matamoras, and joined General Scolt
at the Brazos.

At Victoria, on the 30th of December, 1846, General

Taylor received information of Scott's departure for Mex-
wco. Santa Anna, in the mean ume, was al San Luis
Potosi, with au army of twenty-two thousand men.

In the latter part of January, 1847, General Taylor left
Victoria and established his headquarters at Monterey,
and early in February his whole force at this point, inclu-
ding the volunteers who had recently joined him, amounted
to between six and seven thousand /men.

Soon after reaching Monterey, he received intelhigence
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Victoria and established his headquarters at Monterey,
and early in February his whole force at this point, inclu-
ding the volunteers who had recently joined him, amounted
to between six and seven thousand /men.

Soon after reaching Monterey, he received intelhigence
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that a party of dragoons under Colonel May had been
surprised at Encarnacion, in the early part of February,
and that Cassius M. Clay and Majors Borland and
Gaines were  takén prisoners by General Minon, at the
head of fifteen hundred “men. ‘These circumslances
induced  General Taylor to/believe that Santa Anna in-
tended advancing with-his W hole army, and he determined
to proceed at once to Saltlle and give him battle.
Leaving a force of fifteen hundred men, he departed
from Monierey on the 31st of January, and reached Sal-
tille on the) 2d of February. Having, in the mean time,
been reinforced by five hundred men, his effective force
was abodt five ‘thousand. On the dth of Febroary he
advanced to Agua Nueva, a strong position on the road
leading from Salillo 10 San Luis. Here he remained
until the 21st. when he received ‘intelligence thal Santa
Anna. was "M\';lm‘mg with his ‘whele army. Haying
cavefully 'examined the strong-mouniain-passes, he de-
cided 'that Buena.Vista, a stropg mountain-pass eleven
miles nearer~Saltillo,  was the most favorable point
to.make a stand against-a force so overwhelming. He
therefore fell back 1o that place; and having formed his

army in order of battle, calmly awaited the approach of

the enemy.

The -position_of the American army al this moment
was miost-critical. The regular troops had been with-
drawn, with the excepuon of four companies of artllery,
and even these had been filled up by new levies. The
volunteers, of which the army was wainly composed,
had! received séme /instruction in| the Tegulan duties of
the’ camp, but had net attained that perfection in disci-

pline which gives confidence in military operations.
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The army of Santa Anna was admirably equipped.
It was composed of the flower of the Mexican nation,
and numbered more than four to one of the army which
it came to conquer. Hope and. dire necessity both
urged them to victory. Those who remembered that
the American arms had trivmphed at Palo Alto, Resaca
de la Palma, and Monterey, well knew that the regular
soldiers, who had contributed so largely to those victories,
had been ordered 1o distant ﬂ'“‘t’" ol ﬁ}'("r-xlw!li; and that
even courage and enthusiasm, without c!m*i;‘-fmu. are un-
availing against multiplied numbers.

The commander, Santa Anna, had well considered the

advantages he would derive from this movement, if suc-
cessful. and all the chances were in his favor. Could
he have driven General Taylor from his position at Buena
Vista, he would have swept down to Comargo, and over
the whole valley of the Rio Grande. All the munitions
of war, provisions, camp equipage, and public property
of ‘every description would have fallen into his hands,
and the American troops would have been driven from
every inch of ground which they occupied in the Mexican
territory. B

If defeated, Santa Anna well knew that his moral
power over his army would be broken. The desert in
his rear, and over which he had just passed, could not
be traversed.by a retreating and dispinited army without
great loss and suffering. < The fate of his country seemed
suspended on the issue of a single battle. His L\'\\'n fame,
his place in history, were both to be decided in the com-
ing conflict.

On the 22d of February, a day memorable in American
history, General Taylor saw the Mexican host approach

L
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the narrow mountain-pass which he had selected as the
Thermopyle of his army.

The position of the two armies at, and soon after the
commencement of the baule, is shown by the map. The
enemy'’s right, opposite to our left, is concentrated in col-
nmns of attack behind a spur of the mountain, and his
riflemen are on the side of the inaccessible mountain firing
across a deep gully at our riflemen on the same moun-
tain. A small eminence and spur of the mountain be-
tween them is unoccupied by either party. On our ex-
treme left is the 2d Indiana regiment, supported by three
pieces of artillery, one of which was lost in the onset of
the moraing ; next, is the 2d Illinois regiment, with a
piece of artillery on either flank ; next, two pieces of ar-
tillery and a squadron of dragoons; next, two pieces of
artillery and the 2d Kentucky foot ; next, four companies
of the 1st Hlinois regiment on a spur of the plateau, at
the foot of which is & parapet across the road, behind
which are four pieces of artillery and two companies of
the 1st fllinois regiment. A little to the rear is the 3d In-
diana regiment on an eminence, behind which is a squad-
ron of drugoons; and still further 1o the rear, near the
rancho of Buena Vista, is the 1st Mississippi regiment,
and one piece of artillery just arrived from Saltillo under
General Taylor. In rear of our extreme left, on the edge
of the plateau, are the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry.

General Taylor, in reviewing his army, could pot but
recollect that the troops which formed his first encamp-
ment at Corpus Christi, and had shared with him the
toils and triumphs of the campaign of 1846, were not
v his Jine of battle. | New men had.come to replace

them, Would these, as those, stand firm amid sheets of
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flame. the roar of artillery, and the impetuous rush of the
charge? Were they worthy successors of the old guards,
who wonld-die-at. their posts, facing the enemy ! These
are guestions which must have agitated the mind of the
commander on the eve of that great battle. Fortunately
for-the country they have been all rightly answered. His
own! great example appears  to have snpphcd the want of
discipline; and inspix'wl the troops with heroic enthusiasm.
The volunteger 18 chnngcd into the regular soldier ;. the
citizen of _\'vs(en‘.:\y becomes the veteran of to-day ; and
the American arms aré everywhere trinmphant.

The solid Mexican phalanx of “twenty-two thousand
men, armed and equipped  for victory, have melted away
before the steady fire of the artillery, and the deadly aim
of the American rifle. When the last struggle for victory
is.made, and Santa Anna rallies his/broken columns for a
final ‘charge ; when the American regiments occupying
the-advance yield to superior nimbers and fall back 1n
confusion on-the reserves, and the day seems Jost ; the
commanding g(‘.nvml harries to the point where the battle
is 1o be decided, ofders the artillery to face about and
anlimber, and gives the emphatic order, “ A little more
grape, Captamn Bragg!” This saves the day. The Mex-
ican columns NOW Waver and halt. The curtains of night

close down over ithe battle-field ; the wounded and the

dving restin their gory bed; and the wearied officer and

exhausted soldier sink together to repose.

The importance of this victory to the American arms
cannot be c.\'ugge'rulcd. It secured the whole frontier of
the Rio Grande, and struck. terror and, dismay into the
hearts of the Mexican nation. It-was;in fact, the first

greal turning point of the war.
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To the commander, General (l“:.\‘\-‘x, the thanks of the
country have been tendered in many ways for his signal
ability, courage, and steadiness under circumstances so
critical and trying. The general himself, with a magna-
nimity and modesty equalled only by his merits, has
expressed his obligations to those who acted under him,
of all rades of service. To them he has said that the
country owes much. Their patient endurance of fatigue
and privation ; their cheerful submission to the rigorous
discipline of the camp; their noble bearing in the hour
of danger; their gallant conduct on the battle-field, gave

to the army its efficiency and ensured its final triumph

The following is General Taylor’s official Report :

“ Hzapquantens, Axuy or OccuraTion, )
:
“ Agua Nueva, March 6th, 1847. 3

“To Tae Hox. SECRETARY oF WaR:

“Siz :—I have the honor to submit a detailed report
of the operations of the forces under my command,
which resulted in the engagement of Buena Visia, the
repulse of the Mexican army, and the reoccupation of
Lhis pu.»i'm.um

* The information which reached me of the advance

and concentration, of  a-heayy Mexican force-in my front;

had assumed sich a probable/ form as 10 induce a special

examination far beyond the reach of our pickets to ascer-

tain its correctness. A small party of Texan spies, under
1

1igh, despatched to the hacienda of Encar-

rty miles from this/ on the Toute to San Luis

’

t :i a l"l\’;l'ﬂ\ force ”( unknown stre I:..{lh
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at that place. On the 20th of February, a strong recon-
noissance, under Lieutenant-colonel May, was despatched
to the hacienda of Hecliondo, while Major McCullough
made. anotlier examination of Encarnacion. The result
of these expeditions Jéft no_doubt that the enemy was in
large force &t Encarnacion, tnder the orders of General
Santa Anna, and that he meditated a forward movement
and attack upon our position.

*“ As the'camp of Agua Nueva ‘could be turned on
either flank, and as the enemy’s force was greatly supe-
rior 1o, our own; particularly in the ‘arm of cavalry, I de-
termined, after much consideration, 1o take up a position
about eléven-amiles in rear, and there await the attack.
The army broke up its camp and marched at noon on the
hacienda of Buena Vista. 'With a small force I proceed-

ed to Saltillo, to make’ some neécessary arrangements for

21st, encamping at the new position a little in front of the

the defence of the town,leaving Brigadier-General Wool
in the.immediate command of thé/troops.

#* Before these arrangements were completed, on the
aiorning of ‘the 22d, I was'advised that the enemy was in
sight, advancing.-- Upon reaching the ground it was found
that his cavalry advance was in our front, having marched
from Encarnacion, as we have since learned, at eleven
o'clock the day previous, and driving in a mounted force
left at Agua Nueva to cover the remoyal of public stores,
Our troops were in-position, oceupying a line of remark-
\ble strength.  The road at this point becomes a narrow
defile, the valley on its right being rendered quite imprac-
ticable for artillery by a succession of decp-and impassa
ble gullies, while on'the left a'suceession of rugged ridges

and precipitous ravines extends far back towards the monn
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the ground

tain whi }: .!mu‘:n!\ (i!“ Y \‘Aft'\' e fe alures HZ—
were such as nearly to paralyze the artillery and cavalry
of the enemy, while his infantry could not denve all the
advantage of its numerical superiority. In this position
we prepared o receive him. Captain Washington's bat-
tery ( Fourth artillery) wa osted 1o mdmn..ml the !'u:n],
while the First Second Illinois regiments, under
Colonels Hardin and Bissell, each eight companies, (1o
the latter of which was attached Captain Conner’s com-
pany of Texas volunteers,) and the Second Kentucky,

under Cole pied the crests of the

on the left and In rear. 'he Arkansas and K

regiments ol cavalryv, commanded

and H. Marshall, occuple the extreme left near the
base of the mountain, while“the Indiana brigade, under
Bl";.l"i- r-General Lane, 'l""”‘P""‘! of [ the Second and
Third regiments, under Colonels Bowles and Lane,) the
Mississippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis, the squadrons
of 'the First and Second dragoons, under Captain Steene
and - Lieutenant-colonel May, and the light batteries of
Captains Sherman and Bragg, Third artillery, were held
in reserve.

“ At eleven o'clock I received from General Santa An-

a summons to surrender at discretion, which, with a
copy of my r(-.l-t\, [ have already transmitted. The ene-

my-still-forebore his stiack; evidontly waiting for the arri

ly
dl

val of his rear columps, whicli could be!distincily seen by
our look-outs a y approached the field. A demonstra-
tion made on lis left caused me to detach the Second
Kentucky regiment and a section of artillery to our right,
i which position(they bivouagked for the night. In the

mean thme thé Mesican light troops had-engaged ours on
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the extreme left, (composed of parts of the Kentucky and
Arkansas cavalry dismounted, and a rifle battalion from the
Indiana brigade under Major Gorman, the whole command-
ed by Colonel Marshall,) and keptupa sharp fire, climbing
the mountain side, and apparently endeavoring Lo gain our
flank. Three pieces of Captain Washington’s battery had
been detached to the -left;-and were supported by the
Second Indiana regiment. An oceasional shell was thrown
by the enemy info this part of our line, but without effeet.
The skirmishing of the light troops was kept up with tri-
fling loss on pur part until dark, when I became convinced
that no serious-attack would be made before the morning,
and retiirned; with the Mississippi regiment and squadron
of Second dragoons, to Saltillo. | The troops bivouacked
swithout fires, and laid npon their arms. A body of cay-
alry, some fifteen hundred strong, had been visible all day
in ‘rear of the town,having entered the valley through a
narrow pass, east of the city. This cavalry, commanded
by General Minon; had evidently been thrown in our rear
to break up-and harass our retreat, and perhaps make
some attempt against the town, if practicable. The city
was oceupied by four excellent companies of [llinois vel-
unteers, under Major Warren, of the First regiment. A
fisld-work, which commanded most of the approaches,
was garrisoned by Captain Webster’s company, First
artilery,-and.armed with two twenty-four pound hows
itzers, while the traimand head-quarter camp was guarded
by two companies of Mississippi riflemen, under Caplain
Rogers, and a fiel1-piece, commanded by Capiain Shover,
Phirdrantillery, Having /made these -dispesitions for.the
i

protection of the rear, I prnm-mhf«l on the morning of the

23d to Buena Vista, ordering forward all the other avail-
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able lrwops. The action had Cunlmcm'cd before my arr-

val on the field.
“ During the evening and night of the 22d, the enemy

had thrown a body of light troops on the mountan side,

wilh the purpose of ouflanking our left; and 1t was

here that the action of the 23d commenced at ap early
bhour.. Our rifleinen, under Colonel Marsha _who had
been reinforced by three companies under Major Trail,
Second llinois volunteers, maintained their g und hand-
somely against a greally supenor force, b Iding themselves
under cover, and using their weapons with deadly effect.
About eight o'clock, a strong demonstration was made
ilf.[\llli\l e cenlre of our ]u»-.'m-fz. a ].l'.x\)’ column moving
along thic road, This force was soon dispersed by a few
rapid and wellsdirected shots -from: Capiain-Washington's
battery. In the mean time the enemy was concenirating
a large force of infantry and cavalry under cover of the
ridges, with the obvious intentivn of forcing our left,
which was posted on an extensiie platead. The Second
Indiana and Sccond Illinois regiments formed this part of
our line, the former covering three picces of light artil-
lery, under the orders of Captain O'Brien—Brigadier-
Genéral Lanhe beifi in the immedidte commund. In
order to bLring his men within cffective range, General

114

Lane ordered the artillery and Second Indiana regiment
forwards  The artillery advanced within_musket-range of
a beavy body of Mexican infantry, and was served against
it with great effect, but wathout' being able to check its
advance. T'he infantry ordered to its support had fallen
back in disorder, being exposed, as well as the battery,
not only 10 a severe heel of small-arms ffom the front, but
.1?5() toa :x.tlrdvn,n:s (‘ius:\-ﬁl'c ol gr.lpt: and camsier, l'rom
Y
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a Mexican battery on the left. Captain O’Brien found it
impossible to retain his position without supp

only able to withdraw two of his pieces, all the

capnoniers “of-the_third piece being killed

‘Fhé Second Indiana regiment, which had fallen

stated, could not be rallied, +

action; ‘except 'a handful ‘of men, wh its gallant
colonel) Bowlés, joined the Missis regiment, and did
good service, and those fugitives who, at a later period in
the day, assisted in defending thetrain and depot at Buena
e having given way, and the

Visia.  This portian of our Lir

Iming force apainst our left

enemy appearing in overwl
flank, the light4roops which had rendered such good ser-
vice on-the mountain were compelled to withdraw, which
they did, forthe most part, in good order. Many, how-
ever, were not rallied untl they rveached the depot at
Buena Vista, to the defence of which they afierwards con-
?_nlcutf-(':.

¢ Col. Bissell's. regiment, (Second Illinois,) which had
been jomed by a section of Captain Sherman’s battery,
had/becpme completely ottflanked, and was compelled to
fall-back; being entirely unsupported. The enemy was
now pouring masses of infantry and cavalry along the base
of the mountain on our left, and was gaining our rear n
great force. At this moment [ arrived upon the field
The Mississippi regiment had ‘been' direct d the lefi
before reaching the position,-and immediately came
action against the Mexican infantry which had turned our
flank. The Second Kentucky regiment, and a seclion
of anillery under Captain Bragg, had previously been or
dered from the right 10 reinforce our left, and arnved al a

most opportune moment. That regiment, and a poriion
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oi thé First Minois, under Calonél Hardin, gallantly drove
the enemy, and recovered a portion of the ground we had
lost. The batteries of Captains Sherman and Bragg were
in posilion on the plateau, wnd did much execution, not

only in fronti, but ;-.:'\1“1151*1\: upon » masses which had

gained our rear. Discovering that the enemy was heavily
‘[‘-rz-s\ux: upon the Mississippi regunent, the Third In-
diarta regiment, under Colonel Lane, was despatched to
strengihen that part of our line which formed a crotchet
perpen licular to the first line of bautle, Al the same lume
Lieutenant K rn, with a piece of Captam Bragg's bat-

n,:'l"?.'d.

as direct 3 (o |

y was for'a long ume ! sustained at that
point—the encmy making sever i efforts both with in-
fantry and cavalry against our line, and béing always re-
pub"d with hdavy loss. 1 had placed all the regular
cavalry and Captain Pike's squadron of Arkansas horse
under the orders of Brevet Lieutenant-c olonel May, with
direetibns 10 bold in check the lenemy’s column, still ad-
vancing (o the dear along the base of the mountain, whicly
was done in copjunction W th the Kentucky and Arkansas
cavalry, under Colonels Marshall and Yell.

“ [n the mean tn ir left, whicl was still strongly

threatened by a supenor lorce, was farther strengihened

by the detachment of Captain Bragg's ‘and a portion of

Captain Shefman's batteries o Abal qaarter. The con:
centration of artillery-fire/ upon the masses 'of the gnemy

along the base of the yantain, and the determined resist-
ance offered e O T its opposed Lo them, had

crealed ¢ on r ranks, and some of the corps
atternpted 1o effect & retreat/upon their main line of battle.

The 5&*\)1‘1’40'1 of the First dragoons, under Licutenam
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Rucker, was now ordered up the deep ravine which these
retrealing corps were endeavoring o cross, in order 1o
charge.and-disperse them. The squadron proceeded to the
point indicated, but eould not accomplish the object, being
exposed 1o a heavy fire from a battery established to cover
the retreat of ‘those corps. ' 'While the squadron was de-
tachedion this service, a large body of the enemy was ob-
served to ¢oncentrate on our extreme left, apparently with
the view of making a descent upon the bacienda of Buena
Vista, ‘where our train and baggage were deposited.
Lieutenant-colonel May was ordéred to the sipport of
that point, withAwo picces of Caplain Sherman’s battery
under Licutenant Reynolds. = In the mean lime, the scat-
tered forces near the hacienda, composed in part of Majors
Trail and Gorman’s commands, had been to some extens
organized under the advice of Major Munroe, chief of ar-
tillery,.avith the assistance of Major Morrison, volunteer
staff, and wero posted 1o defend the position. Belore our
cavalry had reached the bacienda, that of the enemy had
made its attack ; having been handsomely met by the Ken-
taeky and Arkansas cavalry under Colonels Marshall and
Yell. The Mexican column immediately divided, one
portion sweeping by the depol; where it received a de-
structive fire from the force which had collected there,
and tlien gaining the mountain opposite, under a fire from
Lieutenant Reynolds” section, the remaining portion re-
.gaining the base of the mountain on our left. In the
charge at Buena Vista, Colonel Yell fell gallantly at the
head of his regiment; we’also lost Adjuatant Vaughan, of
the Kentucky cavalry—a young officer of much promise.
Licutenant-colonel May, who had been rejoined by the
syuadron of the First dragoons and by portions of the
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Arkansas and Indiana troops, under Lientenant-colonel
Roane and Major Gorman, now approached the base of
the mountain, holding in‘check the right flank of the ene-
my, upon whose masses, crowded in the narrow gorges
and ravines, our artillery was doing fearful execution.

“The position of that portion of the Mexican army
which had gained our rear was now very critical, and it
seemed doubtful whether it could regain the main body.
At this moment I received from General Santa Anna 3
message by a staff officer, desiring to know what 1 want-
ed. T immediately despatched Brigadier-general 'Wool
to the Mexican general-in-chief, and sent orders to cease
firing. Upon reaching the Mexican lines, General Wool
could not cau#e the enemy 16 cease thieir fire, and accord-
ingly returned without having an interview.  The extreme
right of the enemy continned its retreat along the base of
the mountain, and finally; in spite of all ourefforts, effect-
ed a junction with the remainder of the army.

“During the day, the cavalry of General Minon had
ascended the elévated plain above Saliillo, and occupied
the road from the city to the field of baitle, where they
intercepted several of our men. Approaching the town,
they were fired upon by Captain Webster, {rom the re-
doubt occupied by his company, and then moved off to-
witrds the eastern side of the valley, and obliquely towards

Buena Vista. At this time, Captain Shover moved rapid-

ly forward with his piece, supported by a miscellaneous

command of mounted volunteers, and fired several shots

at the cavalry with great effect. They were driven into

the ravines which/lead to the lower valléy, closely pursued

oy Captain Shover, who was farther supported by a piece

of Captain Webster's battery, under Lieutenant Donald-
o




i34 TAYLOR'S OFFICIAL DESPATCH.

son, which had advanced from the redoubt; supported by

Captain Wheeler’s company of Illinois voluneers. The

enemy_made onc or iwo efforts to charge the arullery, but
was finally dfiven back in a confused mass, and did: not
agalp appear upon the ]\l.‘uu.

¢ Iy the mean-time; the firing had partially ceased upon
the | principal field. The enemy seemed to confine his
efforts to the protection of his'artillery, and I had left the
_p!:\lerm for a-moment, when | was recalled thither by a
very heavy musketry fire.  On regaining that position, I
discovered/that our infantry (Illinois and Secend Ken-
tucky) had engaged a greally superior force of the ene-
my—::vicicmly his reserve-—and shat they had been over
whelmed by numbers. The moment was mest critical.
Captain (¥Brien; with two pieees, had sustained this
beavy charge to the last, and was finally obliged'to leave
his'guns on the field—his infantry/support being entirely
routed. ~Captain Bragg, who had just arrived from the
left. 'was ordered| at once into” battery. Without any in-
fanicy to support bim, and-at the imminent risk of losing
his guns, this officer-came rapi {ly into action, the Mexi-
can line being but a few yards from the muzzle of his
pieces. . The first discharge of canister caused the enemy
to hesitate ; the second and third drove him back in dis-
order and saved the day. The Second Kentucky regi-
ment which had advanced beyond supporting distance m
this affair, was driven back and closely ]\I‘t:s.\'(rd by the
enemy’s cavalry. Taking a ravine which led in the
direction of Captain Washington's battery, their pursuers
became exposed to his fire) which soon checked and drove
them back with loss. In the mean time the restof our

artillery had taken position on the plateau, covered by the
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ppi and Third r nenis, the former of

ed the grol nd 1n ume o imur a fire into

of the enemy, and thus contrnibute o his

“Inu ast conflictc we had the misfortune to sus-
tain a very heavy loss. Colonel Hardin, First Illinois,
hlui C vonel “'l’\ & and lm'\nlz n :Axl-(‘nj“ nel b 1T lx\i
Kentucky regiment, fell at this tine, while gallantly lead-
g their commands.

“ No farther atlempt was m ide by the enemy to force
our position, the approach of night gave an opportu-
nity to p oper altention to the wounded, and also to
refresh the soldiers, who had been exhausted by incessant
watchfulness and combat. Though the night was severe-
ly cold, the trogps were comp lled for the most 1o bivouac
without fires, expecling that morning would renew the
conflict. During the might the wounded were removed to
Saltilio, and every preparation made to réceive the enemy,
should he again attack our position. Seven fresh com-
panies were drawn from the town, and Brigadier-general
Marshall, with & reinforcement of Kentucky cavalry and
four-heavy.guns, under Captain Prentiss, First arullery,
was near at hand, when it was discovered that the enemy
kad abandoned his position during the night. Our scouts
soon ascertained that he had fallen back upon Agua Nueva.
The great disparity of numbers, and the exhaustion ofour
troops, rendered W inexpedient and hazardous to attempt
pursuit. A staff officer was despatched to General Santa
Anna, to negotiate an exchange ol prisoners, which was
satisfactonily completed. on the following day. Our own
dead were collected and buried, and thie Mexican wound-

ed, of which a large number had beea left upon the field,
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were removed to Saltillo, and rendered as comfurtable as
circumstances would permit.

«On the evening of the 26th, a close reconnoissance
was made of the eneémy’s position, whi¢h was found 1o be
occupied only by a small body of cavalry, the infantry and
artillery having retreated in the direction of San Luis
Potosi.. - On the' 27th, our troops. resumed their formei
camp at-Agua Nueva, the enemy’s rear-guard evacuating
the place as'we approached, leaving a considerable number
of wounded. ~Tt was my purpose to/beat up his quarters
at Encarnacion early the next morning, but upon exami-
pation, the weak condition of the cavalry horses rendered
it unadvisable 1o attempt so long a march without water
A command ‘was finally despaiched 1o Encarnacion, on
the 1st of March, under Colopel Belknap. Some iwo
huodred wounded, and about sixty Mexican soldiers were
found there, the army having passed on in the direction
of Matehuoala, with greatly reduced numbers, and suf-
fering ‘mouch-from hunger. ~The dead and dying were
strewed upon the road and crowded the buildings of the
hacienda.

«The American force engaged in the action of Buema
Vista is shown, by the accompanying field report; to have
been three hundred and thirty-four officers, and four thou-
sand four hundred and twenty-five men, exclusive of the
small command left-in and'near Saltillo. Of this number,
two squadrons of cavalry and three battenes of light artil-
lery, making not more than four hundred and fifty-three
men, composed  the only force of regulazr 1roops. The
strength of the Mexican army 1$ stated by General Santa
Anna, in his summons, to be twenty thonsand ; and that

estimate is confirmed by al the information since obtained.
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Our loss is two hundred and sixty-seven killed, four hun-
dred and fifty-six wounded, and twenty-three missing. Of
the numerous wounded, many did not require removal w
the hospital, and it is hoped that a comparatively small
nmumber will be permanently disabled. The Mexican loss

in killed and wounded may be fairly estimated at one

thousand and five hundred, and will ]'I'Hbfxlll\’ reach two

thousand les five hundred of their killed were left
upon the field of battle. We have no means of ascertain-
ing the nu of deserters and dispersed men from their
ranks, but it is known to be very great,

“ Our loss has been t’~:,v'.'-.'1.iff_\' severe in officers, twen-
Ly-m_ﬁ?:: having been killed upon the ficld. We have w0
lament the death of Captain George Lincoln, assistant
adjutant-general, serving in the staff of General Wool—a
young officer of high bearing and approved gallantry, who
fell early in the action; No loss falls more heavily upon
the army in the field tham that of Colonels Hardin and
McKee; and Lieutenanti-colonel Clay. Possessing in a
remarkable degree the confidence of their commands, and
the last iwo having enjoyed the advantage of a military
education, I had looked particularly to them for s:xinpox:l
in case we met the enemy. | need not say that their zeal
in engaging the enemy, and the cool and steadfast courage
with: which 'they mainmained /théir) pesitions during ‘the
day, fully realized my hopes, and caused me to !'c:f yel

more sensibly their unumely loss.

“] perform a grateful duty in bringing to the notice of
the government the general good conduct of the troops.
Exposed for successive mights, without fires, lo the se-
verity of the weather, they were very prompt and cheer-
fulin the discharge of every duty; and finally displayed

M2
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conspicuous steadiness and gallaniry in repulSing, al great
odds, a disciplined foe. While the brilliant success
achieved by theirarms releases me from the painful ne-
cessity-of specifyibg many cases of bad conduct before
the enemy. I feel an-increased obligation to mention par-
ticular l'\J—:i‘S and officers, whose. skill, coolness, and ;:;|lt
lantry < in trying 'situations, and under a continued and
heavy.fire, seem to merit particular'notice.

- 'Jl‘u Brittadier-general Wool | my pbligations are espe-
cially due. "l'iu: kigh! state of discipline and 1sstruction
of several of“the/volunteer regiments was altained under
his commiiid, and 4o his| vigilance apd arduous service
before the action, and his gallaniry and activily on the
field, a large share of our success may jusiiy ‘.rc‘:n'.nb:l-
ted.  During most of the engagemeul he was in immedi-
até~command of the-froops thrown back on our left flank.
I.beg leaye lo recommeénd him-tg the favorable nouce of
the é«)wrmucnt. Brigadier-general Lane ;,—m,v'_ml_\' w.n:ad-
ed) was active and zealous throughout the day; and dis-

pla\'cd greal coolness and gallantry before the enemy.
:

«The-services of the light arullery, always conspicus

ous, were more than asually distinguished. Moving rap-
s, we \

idly over the roughest ground, it was always in action at
lh(; right place and the right time, and its \a‘(’ll-dlrc'cl-ed
fire dealt destruction inthe masses of the enemy. While
I recommend 1o particular favor the gallant conduet and

F | o f i 11 - 2
valuable services of Majer Munroe, chief of aruillery, and

Captains Washington, Fourth artillery, and Sherman and

Bragg, Third aftillery, commanding batteries, l-deem 1
no more than - just to’ meglion all the 'subaltern officers.

iv all detached at different times, and
They were nearly all detached at diflerent e ]

Lihite ~ienons skil and aatry
w1 every silualuon €xnlone d « onspicuous skl and gaci Y
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Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Brent, Whiting, and Couch,
Fourth arullery, and Bryan, topographical engineers,
(slightly wounded,) were attached to Captain Washing-
ton’s battery. Lieutenants Thomas, Reyoolds, and
French, Third artillery, (severely wounded,) to that of
(’.n[".n., Sherman ; an Jantain Shover and Licutenant
Kilburn, ’ d aruillery, to that of Captain Bragg. ("“”"
tain Shover, in conjunction with Lieutenant Donaldson,
First aruillery, rendered gallant and important service n
repulsing the cavalry of General Minon. The regular
cavalry, under Lieutenani-colonel May, with which was
associated Captain Pike's squadron of Arkansas horse,
rendered useful service in holding .the enemy in check
and in coveringiihe balleries avseveral points.. Captain
Steene, First dragoons, was severely wounded early in
the dav, whila pallantly endeavoring, with my authonty,
o rally the troops which were falling to the rear.

“The Misgissippi riflemen, vnder Colonel Davis, were
highly conspicuous for their gallaoiry and sieadiness, and
sustatped thropghout the ‘engagement. the reputation of
veleran wroop roughl into aclion agmingt an immensely
superior force intained themselves for a long
tume unsupported ith_heavy loss, and held an im-
portant part of the-ficld unul reinforced. Colonel Davis,
lhung:‘» scyverely wounded, remained in the-saddle untl
the cluse of the acton. , His disunguished coolness and
gallantry at the head of bis regiment on this day, entitle
him to e particular notice of the government. The
Third Indiana regiment, under Colonel Lane, and a frag-
went of the Second, under Colonel ‘Bowles, were asso-
ciated with-the Mississippt’ regiment during the greater

puriion of the day, and acquitied themselves creditably
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in repulsing the attempls of the enemy to break that por-
tion of our line. The Kentucky cavalry, under Colonel
Marshall,-rendered good service dismounted, acling as
light troops on our léft-and afterwards, with a portion of
the “Arkansas | regiment, in-meeting and dispersing the
column of -cavalry at Buena Vista. The First and Sec-
ond THinois, and the Kentucky regimernts, served immedi-
ately under my eye, and I bear a willing testimony to their
excellent conduct throughout the day. The spirit and
galldntry with which the First Illinois and Second Ken-
tucky engaged the’ enemy in the morning, restored confi-
dence to' that part of: the field, while the list of casualties
will show how much these three regiments suffered in
sustaining the heavy charge of the énemy in the afteraoon.
Captain Conner’s company of Mexas volunteers, altached
to.the Second Illinois’ regiment, fought bravely, ils cap-
tain being wounded and’ two ‘subalterns killed. | Colonel
Bissell, the only surviving colonel of these regiments,
merits notice for his ¢oolnessand bravery on this occa-
sion. | /After the fall of \the” field-officers of the First Ilh-
nois-and Second Kentucky regiments, the command of
the former devolved upon Lieutenant-colonel Weather-
ford; that of the latter, upon Major Fry.

3 ]{«?gmwnlrll commanders and others who have ren-
dered repotts, speak: i general terms of the -good con-
duct-of their officers and men, and have s}u“t‘iﬁ&tl many
names, but the limits of this report forbid a recapitulation
of them here. 1 may, however; mention Lieutenants
Rucker and Campbell of the dragoens, and Captain Pike,
Arkarisas cavalry, commanding squadrons lieutenant-
colonel -Field, Kentucky cavalry; Liicutenant-colonel

Roane, Arkansas cavalry, upon whom the command de-
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volved after the fall of Colonel Yell; Major Bradford
(_f:npluln Sharpe, (severely wounded,) and Adjutant Grif:
fith, Mississippi regiment; Lieutenani-colonel Hadden
Second Indiana regiment, and Lientenant Robinson, aid:

de-camp to General Lane; Licutenani-coloncl Weather-

f

ford, First lllinois regiment ; Lieutenant-colonel Morrison
.\lujnr Trail, and Adjuant Whiteside, (severely wounded ;
Second Hlinois regiment ; and Major Fry, Second Kct:-
tucky regiment, as being favorably noticed for gullantry
.'-u! ,,:z‘:.ni conduct. Major McCulloch, (lll;xrlx‘rl;;aslifr 1;1
the volunteer service, rendered imporiant services before

the engagement 2 A ¢
¢ engagement, in the command of a §py company and
~ . J

dt y the r was |
pring the affair was associated with the regular cavalry
guls alry.

T'o Major Warren, First Illinois voluntéers, I feel much
indebted. for his firm and judicious (‘\eurs(; while exe
cising command n lll(‘, city of -\‘Jhl:l\). | Z .
“*The medical staff, under the able direction of Assist-
ant-surgeon Hitchcock, were assiduois in altention lu‘l.l-lc

wounded on the sld, a 1 !
ded on the field, and in their careful removal to the

rear,  Both in these respects, : i
se respects, and in the subscquent or-

ganization arvice ' l
gamzation and service of the hospitals, the administration

of this depariment was every thing that could be wished
“" 1oy . | 4 :
Brigadicr-general Wool speaks in high terms of the
,ﬁ' and 5 .
officers. of lus siall, and I take pleasurc in mentioning

them here, having 1essed
! ing witnessed their activity and zeal upon

the field, Lienienant and Aid-de-camp McDowell, Colo-

nel Churchill,. inspectorsgeneml, ‘Caplain Cl g
sistant-quarte P ~k i lapian, as-
a1 juartenmaster, Licutenant Sitgreaves topograph
~ s 6's i

ical engincers, and C
ngincers, and Captains Howard and Davis, volun
» =

leer Service, arc consy
ce, are conspicuously noticed by the General for

their gall: Y &
;,:,ln.\r., and good conduct. /Messrs. March, Ad-
dicks, Potis, Harrison, Burgess

s, and Dusenby ry, atlad hed
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in various capacities to General Wool's headquarters, are

11
1

likewise mentioned for their intelligent alacrity in convey-

ing orders to all parts of the field.
@ In'cUncliision, I'beg leave to speak of my own staff,
10 swhose exertions in ‘rallying troops and commumicating

U{'dtl(rw‘ I [v} L'.:.""iv.\ 1”(“:'}'..'-{{'

] liss, assistant-

adjln:ml-h'_'m*ml, Captam J.Hi E n, and Lieutenant R.

8. Garnelt, ‘aids-de-camp, sery -\ near my person, and

were -prompt and-zealous in the discharge of every nh;zy.'

Major Munroe; besides rendering valuable service as chief
>

of artillery, was/acuve and instrimental, as were also

Colonels Churéhill -and  Belknap; inspectors-general, 10
rallying troops and disposing theti-for the defence of the
train -and bageage.  Colonel Whiting, quartermaster-
general, and Caprain Eaton. chief.of the subsistence de-
partment, were engaged  with/the ‘duties of their depart-
ments, and also'sérved/in mydmmnediate staff on'the field.
Gaptain Sibley, assistant-quartermaster, was necessarily
left with-the h€adquarter camp near town, where his ser-
tvices were highly useful Major Mansfield and Licuten-
ant/Bertham, engineérs, and Captam Linnard and Lieu-
tenants Pope and Franklin, topographical engineers, Were
employed before and. during the engagement 10 making
reconnoissances, and on the field were very acive in bring-
ing, inforidation jand in conveying my ovders, to-distant
poinis. . Liculenant Kingsbury, maddition 1o his proper
duties as ordnance officer, Captain Chilton, assistant-
quartermaster, and Majors Dix and Coffee, served also as

extra aids-de-camp, and were actively emple yed in 1be

(randmigsion of lorders. Mr. Tifomas L. Critienden, of

Kentucky, though not i service, voluntéered as’ my aid-

dc-(mni. on this occasion, and served with credit 1n that
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M 1S
, and suargeon

Craig, medical director, i
g, medical di ' { on duty from

v . ]
headquarters, and e ground until the morm-

”.,,!.;.-1.,‘,',, ~y T ]
r of the 241th—1to00 ticipate in the action, bat

i1 time to render useful services in their respeclive de-

partments of the stafl.”
In this battle the American arms acquired new glory,

nd 1the . ]
and the comman won imperishable laurels,

His cool cou
va H

7 point where duty
| him—his rent confide :n"c
li!» ‘.t;l. o ‘]'I'.M‘ t ad conl |m;[mi
argely to th ts which finally
turned ba \

. { AN s M xican hu}l.\
\\l iA e

Ann Vs fin T port:
“In my despatch from the batile-field of Angostura,
dated the 23d, I promised 1o give you details of the. ac-
uon of the 23d, sosoen as I'should effect the 1|:~-‘n';'11:(,‘rv11
which our enliré | % el i i | |
”L!::::“hur‘ ¢ .lixtt,lvjttv‘}‘. (jf :”'1 .“r.m“ 4'{ all supplies (jx:(n{e
n those gagements the army and the
pation "have restored the Justre of their arms, by over-
coming obstlacles inconceivable to all save those \‘--:’i ) Wil=
nessed them. These arose, not enly from the difficuities
of this contest, and of our own situali n, but also from
the nigor of the season, and the exhaustion of the country

slong an almost desert roule of over fifliy league Liat
r fifty leagues, that

was ¥ YT o | H

was desttnie of good water, and of all save the uiostlim

« _.‘v;;,L"“a. ).

ormed by commu-

that the army
ralions
he severe

» scant ol habitalions,
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provisions, shelter, and even of fuel. I therefore resolved
10 @o on organizing, drilling, arming, and clothing the
ariny ; and, n a word, to put into a military shape the
.fur(;;s whieh-had_just been assembled. My intentions,
howerer, conld Dot be maturely realized.

«“The want of pecuniary resources emba rrassed all my
dispositions. - The soldiers, though well disp\}t\-‘d to com-
bat svith the enemy, had been badly supplied for a month,
and would) gbon have been in wanteyen of food, but that
the exertions of the commanders of .corps }ar(.-\rx.h%«.l'lhul
destitution {ropy driving them from’ their ranks. ‘\\ hile
thdse ‘meritorivus men were suflering all kinds of. priva-
tion, certailn WrHers, from 1gnorance, wanl ol reflection,
party Spiil, or pt'r‘.:nps, from mistaken }:;‘.l«xl»‘.ii:x), were
zealgusly-¢ngaged | in thwarting the' plans \\:incn might
otherwisc haye proved successful./ Fhis they '2.:11 by unjust
charges against the army and particular individuals, whom
they abused for ot marching 1o /the conflict, m:cufmg
'Jn'-m of want of decisiony and asserting that the position
ofthie amuy at-San Luis was.more threatening o our l.nb—
erties ll‘.ill—l to the enemy. In the clubs of that f}.ll)ll&l
Tiew-labored” with -assiduity to make the army the instru-

ment of a revolt; but | frustrated their intrigues by time-

ly steps. Phere was-one wiriter who had the audacity to

\ntimate that I was in collusion with the encmy. Yes, I,

roara. bi Tl e
10 whom ihéy may altribule errors, but whose whole f

vious” course has shown the most elevated ;mm-.»l:sm!
Traitors are they, who seek not only 1o traducc me, but,
by their deiraction of the army, to unnerve its vigor for
'J’m service-of the country. It seems as if a fatality di-
rects the destinies of this nation, and m’.r:rmvm:' . /
{ £rrh %
ity of the public will for its defence ; and from tins fala

a unanim-
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blindpess, the moment when every heart and every aspi-
ration should be directed to one object, is the very june-
tare when division and distrust are disseminated.  Behold
me, then, compelled by every circumstance to change my
plans. Desertion had already commenced o a shameful
extent ; and I was fully persuaded that if the scarcity
should continue, the army would be dishonorably frittered
away. [ therefore resolved that, if annihilated, it should
be with glory. Having no supplies, I, to obtain them,
compromited my private fortune and the credit of myself
and friends. All this procured me the sum of one hun-
dred and eighty thousand dollars, with which I was able
to furnish the needful supplies to the army for twelve
days. I knew well the country we had to cruss, and the
necessily there'would be for carsrying provisions; and I
sympathized in anticipation with the soldier for what he
would endure from the rigor of the season ; but 10 render
good service to the country, and save its honor, I had to
overlook all this.

“The army moved from San Luis by brigades, so asto
render available the scanty resources afforded by the
country we were to cross. The force “consisted - of thir-
teen-thousand four hundred and thirty-two infantry, divi-
ded inio twenty-eight baltalions; four thousand three
hundred and thirty-eight cavalry, in thirty-nine squadrons ;
and a trainof artillery of three twenty-fouy poundess; three
sixleen-pounders, five twelve-pounders, five eighi-ponnd
ers, and a seven-inch howilzer, all served by four hundred

and

thirteen artillerymen—ithe total being eighteen thou-
sand one hundred and thirty-three men. Of this force there
remained bebind, the garrison of the/ 'works at San Luis,
and others which | allotted "to’ Uie towns on the route ; as
N 10
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also two squadrons to escort our small and only reserve
of ammunition ; a brigade of. infantry, of two battalions,
under General Don Ciriaco Vasquez, which remained as
acorpsof reserye in Matehuala, and of observation upen
Tula: as also /a brigade of cavalry, under General Don
Jose Usrrea.  The latter/was intended 1o pass Tula, and
move through Tamaulipas 1o the neighborhood of Monte-
rey, so as to call the enemy’s altention to that quarter.
The pomt of concentration for’ the brigades ought neces-
sarily 1o be near this place, so that in the region throngh
which they' had /to move, many troaps might not be at
once thrown together. I therefore fixed on the hacienda
of Bncarfiacion for (that point, it_being, as I calculated,
the Jasy stage but one of my march, ' I there held a review
of the army; which had already lost a thousand men by
sickness and desertion, The - former was caused by
the scantiness apd” bad quality of food, and still more of
water; which was brackish<as well as scarce, as also- by
gnow-storms and the exposure of the troops, who had al-
ways to:be in bivonac apd without fuel. These snow-
storms (obliged me to-suspend the march two days, till the
weather becanie more settled ; for the cold had already
caused the death of several men and horses, and 1 felt
bound by every means 10 diminish the losses we were in-
curring. These hardships will account for the number of
desertions ‘which occurred/up| to our arrival at/ Encarpa-
cion, and which afterwards even incréased. - It mdst also
be remembered, that almost the whole army had beea re-
cently formed, and, as is well known, of men taken by vio-
lence from theirhomes.

i« We Had wdvices that the enemy were fortified in the
hacienda of Agua Nueva, with six thousand men and
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thirty. pieces, resolved to defend the defiles known by the
names of the passes of Canero and Agua Nueva: The
Americans did not know the precise poinl on which our
march was directed ; for, though they exchanged some
shots with our advance in Encarnacion, and h;u} frequent
small skirmishes with us in the above passes, they sup-
posed our troops to be scouting-parties of the first i\}n;.:udc
of cayalry, under Don Jose V. Minon, whom I had ad-
vanced as far as the hacienda of Potosi. These were the
impressions when I made my dispositions.

“ It was my inlenlion to place my forces between the
enemy and Saltillo; so as to oblige him to fight under the
disadvaniage of baving his communication cut off, or, if
he would pot leave his works, to enable me to besiege ham
in Agua Nueva. The plan might be carried out in three
different ways. = One was by marching tweaty leagues by
the direct road ; another by moaving to the .ngh'.‘ by La
Hedionda, g0 as to occupy Buepa Vista; and the third,
by mowing to the left by La Puma de Santa Elena, so as
to occupy the hacienda of La Baoqueria, and thereafter
the road 1o Salullo. The two last movements were at this
time impracticable, for they would either of them require
three or four days' march, while we were without provis-
ions, forage, or water. I therefore resolved to aperate

b)’ the direct road, force the positions, and, afier passing

the last defile; make a diversion by the [left, and occupy

the _rancho of ‘Encanada, with the view of/ ebtaining
water, none of which was to be had for more than u-_{lnl«:clrx
leagues. All this was favored by the esemy’s .:xn;tr.n!:(:c
of our march; buot misfortune sull followed us. A de-
serter from the regrment of Coraceros, auative of Saltillo,

named Francisco Valdes, passed over from Encarnacion
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10 the enemy, and gave him information of the movement.
The execrable treason of this infamous wretch frustrated
the best combinations.

«On the 21st, at noon, 1 ordered the march to com-
mence, the four light battalions, under General Don Pe-
dro Ampudia, forming the vanguard. I had not liesitated
to allow; that general, and other officers who had been
court-maitialed for the affair'of Monterey, to participate
in these “operations, not only becanse I did net consider
them culpable, but also on account of the zeal they mani-
fested. | This brigade was followed by one of artillery, of
sixteen-pounders, - with the regiments of engineers and
their train, and these by the park of ‘the regiment of hus-
sars. Then came the First division, eommanded by Gen-
eral Don Manuel Lombardini, with four 1welve-pounders
and the’park. The Second division, under General Don
Francisco Pacheco, followed next, with four eight-pound-
ars and theirpark ; afier these the whole of the cavalry,
under-Don Julian Juvera; apd then the remainder of the

gencra\ park and ‘baggage; the rear being covered by a
brigade of cavalry under General Don Manuel Andrade.
«In this order of march the troops were ordered 1o
make the first fourteen lcagues, beitween Encenada and a
plain called De la Guerra, which isin front of the first de-
file called the Pass of the Pinones; and to pass the night
on that plain in the same order of column. The troops

having eaten their rations, order was given for carrying
water, as none could be met with till the day following,
after having overcome the enemy at Agua Nueva, three
leagues beyond the aforesaid passs 1, witli my stafl and
the regiment of engineers, occupied the front, a little be-
hind the light troops. On arriving at the plain De la
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Guerra, 1 conunued the march in order to pass the defile
of Pinones, which was accomplished ; and I ordered the
light brigade to take a position 0 the pass of Carnero,
where it had a skirmish with an advance of The enemy.
Under these disposiuons we passed the night.

“ At dawn'on the 22d the army continued its march,
with the idea of carrying by force of arms the pass of
Agua Nueva, which 1 supposed would be defended by the
esemy ; but I found to my surprise that it had been abao-
doned. I then concluded that the American forces had
retired to their fortifications in the hacienda, to concen-
trate their defence under cover of the intrenchments,
which I had heard they had there thrown up. Under this
idea I continued the march, in order to turn by the nght
to the ranchoof Encantada, which, as [ have before men-
tioned, is on the Sahillo road, being between that city and
Agua Nueva, and four or five leagues from each. Till
that ume no one had app«‘dn:d to give me infornmation,
nor did any one after, except a servant from Agua Nueva,
who told me that the enemy had been cvacuul]nz his po-
sition since the day previous, and falling back 1owards
Saltillo; and that on that same morning, the bacienda
had ‘Been wholly abandoned, by the retreat of a small
detachment which escorted a large quantity of munitions.
By this movement my first plans and dispositions, founded
on-an expected resistance, were rendered abortive 5 but 1
stll did not despair of & ‘suecessful result, for I had in
anticipation directed General Minon, with his cavalry
brigade, twelve hundred strong, to occupy, on the murn'-
ing of the 22d, the hacienda of Buena Vista, distant three
ghort leagues from Saltillo, "This force’ might arrest the
enemy's march, or, at least, make a diversion that would

N2
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give time for the army to come up. I therefore continued
my march, without losing more hime than wonld allow the
soldiers 1o drink water on the road. The light brigade
came within/sight of the enémy's rear-guard, and I order-
ed them to charge in ¢onjunction with the hussar regi-
fnent. I had reasonio believe the enemy were making a
prccipimle retreat, as they lefl several articles on the road,
such as carts; forge implements, exira W heels; and other
things; which—we gathered while marching. In conse-
quence of the different reports Freceived, 1 ordered the
cavalry toadvance ; I thought we would be able 16 reach
their rear-guard, and placed mysel{ at the head of those
troops.

« On arriving at a place called-Angostura, I found the
main body of the enemy awaiting e in position, The
road from ‘the pass of Pinones 1o Saltllo rons between
two chains of movntains, which form that pass and those
of Carnero_ and Agua Nueva, The ridges open beyond
the hacienda and approach each other again al Angostura,
where the‘road torns 1o the right. At this place there is
a succession of ridges, which run out towards the line of
our route, and at right angles with 11, and between them
are ravines which form the drains of the mountains on the
right. They are more of less ]'ussnh!c. but all-very diffi-
cult. The enemy’s position was 10 front and in rear of
the road, his right and front being covered by ra¥ines that
were nnprws;xh\«', even for infantry, and -a batlery of four
pieces being }»1 nted on the highest point. His battalions
were formed on the heights with two other batieries, one
of which was in‘a low part of the road;between iwo hills ;
and, o my view, their forces appeared to be abont eight
thousand men, with twenty pieces ; but the prisoners taken
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from them report twenty-six pieces, and upwards of eight
thousand combatants.

‘T reconnoitred the position and situation of the ene-
my, and ordered the director of engineers, General Don
Ienacio de Mora y Villamil, to do the same. Afler ascer-
taining the force of the wnvader, 1t was necessary either to
await theinfantry, to take posilion, or to fight, as might

seem most advisable

At this interval, I observed that
h

the enemy had neglected to occupy a

i eght on his left

flank ; and, without losing a moment, I ordered General
Ampudia's light brigade to take possession of, and hold it
at every cost. As the brigade came up, [ formed them
in two lines on a rising ground that fronted the enemy,
there being another eminence between our two posiuons :
the first divisiom of infantry was under the command of
General Lombardini, and the second under the command
of General Pacheco.. 1 directed that General Mora y
Villamil, in conjunction with the commanding general of
artillery, Don Antonio Corona, ghould find a position for
a'battery of sixteen-pounders, 1o be sustained by the regi-
ment of engingers. Two other batteries, of twelve and
eight-pounders, were located by me. The cavalry, com-
manded by General Juvera, were placed on the ;12}11 of
our rear, and on our left flank. The regiment of hussars
was also pm'.l"i in the rear. and on the left flank aforesaid
was a height which I ordered the battalion of Leon to oc-
cupy. The general park was in the rcar, covered by the
bricade of General Andrade, and between this p:ark- and
the lines of battle I took my own positon.

“The making of these dispositions, as may be sup-
posed, ecupied Some fime, for the'troops arnived at their

positions afier 4 march of more than twenly leagues. It
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was therefore not an hour for combat, and the army Jay
The enemy, however, so £oon as he per-
ed the height ihat flanked his

on ils arms.
ceived. that-we.had occupi
left ‘and our right, despatched two batalions to dislodge

1éd 1o 4 warm engagement, that lasted all the

as, which
pulsud with a

aliernoon and ull-afier dark, when he was re
10ss | of ) four hundred men; according to the report of the
prisoners. | | Ouirs was much less, as we had the advantage

of the groum!.

« At dawn on the 23d 1 mounted my horse ; the enemy

had not changed lis previons dispusilions, and was ready

I observed but one difference, which was,
that on lis right; and at some distance from his position,

he had formed two bodies of infaniry, with a battery of
the intent.of threatening oOur left

to receive us;

four pieces, as if with
flank ; but I'at once believed this 10
stration, for he would never have left
cult ground-which gave strength to that posiion, being the
web of impassable ravines béfore referred 1o, I, there-
{ore, gave 0o attention to this disposition of his forces, and
‘ed to move miné by the right. © With this intenuon,
seneral Lombardini and Gen-
I ordered General Don
battery of (-.ighl-pmmd-
juely the enemy’s

be a mere demon-
in his rear the diffi-

resolve
I advanced 1he divisions of (
eral Pacheco in that direction.

Manuel Micheltorena to plant the
ers on our right flank, so as to rake oblic
line; and to remain with the staff, of which he was chief,
and await my orders. I directed that General Ampudia,
with the light brigade, should charge by our leit flank on
the enemy’s right, and that General Mora y Villamil should
foray.a column of attack composed of the regiment of en-
the 12th baalion, the fijo de Mezico, and the

gineers,
sico, command ed by Colonel

companies of Puebla and Tamy
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Pon Santiago Blanco. At the same time, I directed Gen-
eral Corona, commanding the artillery, to place the bat-
tery of twelve-pounders in a more C;nnnmnding pnsxlic;n
vﬂnlc the 3d division rémained in reserve un(lcr Brcve;
General Doun Jose Maria Ortega.

“ So soon as the enemy pcn-cin:d our movements, he
commenced the action at all points, attacked our UL;«)ps
with iotrepidity, and maintained the conflict with great
vigor. Our men-received them with proper energy, dn-
ving back and following up the assailants., At lln'; ’lll]

. B e
my h'\r\'v' was disabled by a grape-shot, and it was some
time before I could mount another. As the cnemy h'u‘l.
yielded ground, I ordered the cavalry to ud\‘un:é a;)d
charge, which was done with vigor. .\:unub'-‘ orders had
been sent to the gencrals of division and brigade, among
thé rest 1o General Don Angel Guzman ; bm, though the
uﬂicf:r\ and troops acted with great resolution, it w:% 1m-
p(')ssxbiv to overcome the difficulties of the ground ; and
allujr a struggle which did them honor, they were obliged
to fall back to their positions. After vanous aliernal ct
the same ovccurred with the infantry. i

“The baule, which «wxmmrncmi‘ at seven in the mor-
ing, was pwlungwi for many hours, our loss every moment
aceumulating. Many officers and soldiers had aiready
been killed, and a number of commanders and di‘illl‘-
gmishied officers wounded, amongz whom weré (;u\ ll
Lombardini, Liettcuant-colonels Bnto, Gallose,and ullllzr:
Among the slain were Lieulenant-colonels .r\sx:nus B«‘r: .
and other meritorious officers, whose loss 1lw“('ou;m:l:
will ever lament. The enemy maintaiped his roun:‘i
with the uumost obstinacy, insomuch that some %-f our

troops faltered in their auvtack
I ed in their auacks, and many of the raw re-
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cruits dispcrscd This, hewever, ought to exalt lhednmm
of those whose intrepidity was never pur;‘:lyzcd. an ~ubm_v
also be-eited 1o show how hotly contested Was lhlc aclon.

“Things 'were inthis._situation when [ concluded t(')
make the final| effort: With this view I ordered ‘,lm: a
battery of y_wemy-four 1’\ounders should be I{l()lu\ll'u] ‘,; jm
the cr;lumn of lattack then posted on onr left t?;mk, w ncr(;
it had no'object of operation, should be tr:nﬂnsicirt}:;ll __h,‘ m:h
nght, and there be Jumut.l by the remains of l‘h%' ‘.“L\,:L;ﬂ
regiment, the baitalion of Leon, and the ‘rus-?r\(is, ;, "u" .I
the command of Brevet-General Don l"ranc‘\s(\_) c‘.a‘z.l :
executed thig in person, and afterwards sent for (-Ltm.,ml
Mora v Villamil, and made him acqn.nulvd with my fina

i ; 2 ready directéd Generals.Perez and
disposition. I had already ¢ leRg-"
Pacheco, each with his commaundyto be prepare R
extreme struggle, and had ordered the h:‘mn:ry o 4.;5 |k-
pounders 10 advance and take the enomy's line in I. (mwi
The charge was made with dariog valor, and was:;-fxa‘u,
with animated vigory With a fire so heavy :u‘n’i rapi ‘ AS.IO
cause  admiralion § but the Americans could not H)Slf“:
themselyes—they-were driven back and overcome, ;\uf
the loss of three pieces of cannon «ll\(! as many stan so}
colors. - I sent two of -the latter to the gn\'vrmnr;\l with
my last dn'sp:nch; the other, which 1 then »uunl‘lm ut) Tl:
li(;c. will be prvst-nlml to the- honorable t:(m:é;ru’s ’u .;
Smiu of San Luis Potos), asa testimonial of the .‘ui'myv.‘
gratitude for the p:nrluli(t gervices lll(‘_\" had n‘ndx.‘l:t d, \l:
ihc generous sacrifices they had m':xdc for its beneht. : :
mor;ruvur mplurc«l a travelling h)rgc.r‘und lw‘:xln-.'sx::.;li:h
articles, which I will not enumerate. Qur &‘wf\ ‘_\‘,'u picy
so bravely executed the order to charge; reac hed the

B3 ing to the nature of the
emy's rearmosl lmsxl]n_ms ; but, owing Lo g
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ground and the fatigue of the men and horses, I did net
think it prudent to attempt to dislodge them from those.
The battle closed at sixin the evening, our troops being
then formed on the ground which the Americans had oc-
cupied. OQur last-effort would have been decisive, if Gen-
eral Minon had done his part by attacking the enemy in
the rear; but he omitted 1o do it, and I am under the

painful necessity of subjecting his conduct to a court

martial, that he may explain it. An action thus ¢ ntested
pecessarily involved considerable loss. Qurs in killed
and wounded amounted to more than fifteen hundred
men, and that of the enemy was much greater, for we
had ume to take a view of the great number of their
dcad.

“The plans of these two actions, and of the route from
Agua Nueva 0 Saltillo, and the reports of the generals of

the division and brigade, which I send with this to your

excellency, will give the supreme government an idea of
such details ag I have not dwelt on, without making this
report more diffuse ; but this will still serve to attest the
bravery of our troops, and the glory acquired by the na-
tionduring-these days of action.

“In the order of the day, I expressed, as in duty bound,
my satisfaction with the conduct of the officers, command-

ers of corps,-and generals, and gave them thanks for it

in thé name ‘of the republic, I could wish-ta announce

in" this report the names of many commanding officers,
that their memory may be engraved on the gratitude of the
nation, not only for their resolute and honorable deport-
nent fin. bothactions; but for the) constancy with which
they have overcome so many privations, sufferings, and

fatigues, and given therein an example both of eivic and
N
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military worth, Anxious to do this justice, I adopt as my
own the anthorship of those eulogies which the generals
of brigadeand -division have bestowed on their subordi-
nates. (I would, moreover; place in view of the govern-
nient, the merit manifestéd by the director-general of en-
gineers, Don Ignacio Mora y Villamil, who fulfilled, 10
my entire satisfaction, all the duties I assigned to him, for
which I consider him worthy of the highest praise, and of
such remuneration as the supreme government may be
pleased 1o award-to his distinguished services. General
Ampudia, to whom, from the favorable opinion which 1
had of him, L intrasted the command of the four light
battalions, -acquitted himself with gallantry. General
Lombardini; ' who commanded the First division of uin-
fantry, conducted himself with valor, and was wounded.
General Pacheco, commanding the Second division of
infantry, came up lo my orders and his duties, and fought
to| my- satisfaction. General Juvera comported himself
Honorably, and had his horse killed under him. Brevet-
General Torrejon received a-contusion, and General Guz-
man displayed the gallantry for which he was already
disungux.s'ln:d‘ and was wounded. Brevet-General Mi-
cheltorena, as head of the stail, duly pesformed all that
belonged to his station ; and I also confided to his special
charge the baticry of eight,pounders, which was the most
in advanece. - General Perez acted as might be expected
from his accustomed gallantry, and for this I intrusted to
his command the troops [ have before mentioned, with
which he contributed to disotder the line of thé enemy at
five in-the evening. ' 1 would also commend General Or-
tega, who commanded the Third division of foot, and

performed his duties to my satisfaction, as also Brevet
.
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general Uraga, and Generals Parrodi, Portilla, Vasquez,
Jauregui, Terres, and Sanchez.

“ It is entirely due to the commanding general of artil-
lery, Don Antonio Corona, that 1 should commend him
for carrying out my disposilions, as might be . expected
from him, and for laboring assiduously at San Luis, in
the heaviest duties of his branch of service ; and it is
a pleasing duty for me to laud the ment acquired by
Colonel Banencli. and Colone! Brito, who was wounded ;
Colonel Aldrade, of the hussars, who, to my satisfaction,
evinced his usual bravery; Colonel S Blanco, who com-
manded a column of attack on the left, and acted well,
and Colonel M. Blanco—both of the Jast being of the en-
gineers—as also Colonel Obando, of the flying artillery,
and Colonel Garay.

“The report of the killed and wounded, which I also
send, will show what has been our loss. I-should be
lacking in justice, and not express my own feelings, were
F not most earnestly to request that auention be paid, as
is by law provided, to the cases of the widows, orphans,
and such. of the wounded as may bé permancitly dise
abled.

“The formidable position which the encmy occupied,
was all that saved him; the victory would otherwise
have been decisive, notwithstanding, his, obstinale resist-
ance, | Still this triamph will\have favorable results 1o the

national cause, as it will show to every one what can be

accomplished when all hearts are united, and with one

am.

)7

* The army has done more than could be expected un-
detr the taws of natare. It-had just been formed, and os

yet nad not acquired discipline or military habits; yet n
o
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marching to the combat, it overcame difficnlties which
might have subdued the stontest heart. After a march
of twently leagues;. sixieen of them without water, and
withont othier food than a single ration, which was dealt
out at Encarnacion; it endured the fatigue of combat far
two days, and finally tiumphed..  With all this, its physi-
cal powers were exhansted. "My knowledge of this, and
the duty I felt m attending 1o such a number of wounded,
constrained e, after remaining a-few hours on the field
of battle, 1o fall back upon Agua Nueva, for the relief and
refreshment of the trogps.

¢ From-the  impression we had made on the enemy,
he did notappear before us for three days. The bearer
of a flag of wuce; however, arrived with a proposition
from General Taylor for an exchange of prisoners, and
for.our sending for.the wounded 'who had remained on
the field. He-also expressed-to me the desire which
the A mericans felt for the re-éstablishment of peace. 1
replied, in order that he might say the same to his gen-
eral/ that we sustained -the most sacred of causes—the
defénce of-ourterritory, and the preservation of our na-
tionality and rights; that we were not the aggressors,
and that our government had never offended  that of the
United States. [ observed, that we could say nothing of
peace while the Americans were)on this side of the Brave,
or- occupred any part of the Mexican terrilory, or block-
aded our ports ; and that we were resolved to perish or
vindicate our rights; that fortune might not be always
favorable to the enemy; and their experience of the 22d
and 23d shonld convince them' that it could \change |
added, that the Americans waged against us a war of

vandalism, whose excesses outraged those sentiments of
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humanity which one civilized nation ought to evince to-
wards another; and that if he would go outside of the
apartment he would sull see smoking, which was the fact,
the dwellings of Agua Nueva, recently a flourishing,
though a small settlement; that the same vestiges of
desolation marked the route of his retreat ; and that if he
would go a little farther on; to Catana, he would hear the
moans of the widows and orphans of ‘innocent viclims
who had been sacrificed without necessity.

“ With respect to the wounded; whom | was invited
to send for, I replied that there could be none save those
who bad been wo much hurt to rise from the field, or
those most in the advance, who had remained in the
ravines ; and that as I had not m(‘.u.m for their convey-
ance, the enemy might take them 1o Salullo, under the
protection of the laws of nations. As for the prisoners
which he offered to exchange, I told him I did not know
who they could be, unless it were some of our dispersed
troops, or some who, from the fatigue of the two pre-
vious days, had remained asleep when we moved. In
answar to the courtesy the enemy'’s general had shown
with respect to our wounded, I consented, in the name of
the, nation, to zelease all the prisoners. we had—those
taken both in the batile and at Encarnucion. At the same
tume I allowed the bearer of theflag, who was asuperior
gfficer, of prepossessing appearance and manners, 10 take
the bandage from lis eyes, and informed him that it was

for him personally that the honor of this concession was

meant. I did 1t also that he might see our camp and our

\s | have said in the preceding paragraph, we. re-

ed at the hacienda three days; but the only supply
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we could obtain was ninety beeves, and these were con-
sumed on the 251th. The horses were also without for=
age, and notwithstanding all the efforts or provisions that
Lcould\make; many of the wounded had been but once
attended 1o, and sorme not at all. From the rigor of the
climate, the badness and scantiness of the sustenance, the
entire, want of bread;-and the bad quality of the water
used in our former bivouacs, a bowel complaiut had bro-
ken—out in-the-army; and rendered ineffective at least
one-half of it. I knewthal a retrograde movement 1o our

former positions had become inevitable; but though every

thing -around me proclaimed this necessity, my feelings
revolted aganst it, .tvlcl_\' because I'foresaw that from ig-
norance, malice, or presumption, the-countermarch would
be condemuned, and- that those whe. did not wilness our
situation would imagine the peossibility of the army’s con-
tinuing its operations,

¢ Six days before, when thé troops had not suffered so
much, mor fought for two successive days, nor been em-
barrassed with sick apd wounded, but were still sound in
morale and in healih,-T had not deemed it prudent to
augment the labors and difficulties of the army by moving
to the right or to the left ; how then would it have been
possible to go on operating after all that subsequently
occurred . But Jet detraclors-say what they will;the
army as well as myself will always answer by an appea}
to our conduct, our wishes, and the notorious impossibil-
ity of carrying them out. Notwilhstanding my conviction,
I wished 1o liear the opinion of the generals and some of
the commanders of corps, and to as¢eriain if ‘they could
point oul any resource which had not occurred o' me.

Without disclosing my own ideas on the subject I lis-
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ened to theirs, and they all unanimounsly, and each one by
his opinion separately expressed, showed and demon-
strated in various ways, that however good their will to
emain, the countermarch of the army had become in-
dispensable, but, that this necessily was not forced upon
as by the enemy. It was not ull I had heard their
opinions that [ announced my own accordant resolution,
and the proceedings of the council being drawn up, I
had the honor of remilling them to your excellcacy on
the 25th.

“ On the 26th, after I had ordercd General Minon to
follow the movement, the army commenced ils retreat
with the view of occupying the first peopled localities,
where resources might be obtained, such as Vanegas
Catorce, El Cadral, and Matchuala, as also Tula; but 1
doubt if in those places proper atlention can be given to
the sick and wounded—or the losses we have sustained
m those laborious movements be remedied.

“Tle pation, for which & triumph has been gained
at toe cost of so many suffesings, will learn that, if we
were able 10 cenquer in the midst of 80 many embar-
rassments, there will be no doubt as o our final success
m the struggle we sustain, if every spirit but rallies to
he one sacred object of common defence. A mere de-
ermined number of men will not, as many imagine, suf-
fice for the prosecution of war? it is indispengable that
hey be armed, equipped; disciplined, and-habituated, and
hat a systematized support for such an organized force
be provided. We must bear in mind that we havé 1o
combat in @ region deficient of all resources, and that
every thing for 'subsistence bas 1o bhe carried along with

the soldiery : the good-will of a few will not suffice, bu

02 11
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the co-operation of all is needed ; and if we do not cast
aside selfish interests, and petty passions, we can expect
nothing but disaster. The army, and myself who have
led it, have the samsfaction of knowing that we have de-
monstrated this truth ™

ARMY ADVANCES TO LOBOS.

CHAPTER IX.
Advance of the Army to Lobos; thence to Aptonio Lizardo~Siege and
Capture of Vera Cruz—Official Desputches March to the luterior—

Battle of Cerro Gordo.—Official Despatches apture of Puebla

GexeraL Scott having been joined by the troops from

the Upper Rio Grande, halted for a few days at the mouth
of the river. Every thing being in readiness, they were
taken on board transports, and proceeded to join others
who had made their rendezvons at-the island of Lobos,
about 125 miles north and west of the ¢ity of Vera Cruz.
The troops being thus collected, the whole armament pro-
ceeded 1o Antonio Lizardo

On the moming of the 7th of March, General Scott, in
& steamer, with Commodore Connor, reconnoitred the
city, for the purpose of selecting the best landing-place
for the army. The spot selected was the shore west of
the island of Sacrificios. The anéliorage was 100 narrow
for a large number of vessels, and on the morning of the
9th of March the troops were removed from the transports
to the ships of warn  The fleet then set sail—General
Scoit ' in the steamship Massachusetts, leading the van.
As he passed through the squadron, his tall form, con-
spicuous on the deck, attracted the eyes of soldier and
of sailor; a cheer burst spontaneously forth, and from ves-
s8] to vessel was'echoed, and answered through the line.
The voices of veterans, ‘and” of new recrvits—of those

who had been victorious at Monterey, and of thoxe who
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hoped for victories in the future—were mingled in loud
acclamation for him, whose character inspired confidence,
and whose actions were already embodied in the glorious
history of theic country!

Near Sacrificios the landing commenced. [t must be
obsérved at this point, that every man expected to be met
at-the landing; for such,~in military judgment, should
have béen the course of the enemy, and such wonld have
been the case had-the landing been made at the point
where the/enemy expected it, and where his forces were
collected. | 'Preparations were therefore made for any pos-
sible contingency. ~Two steamers and five gunboats, ar-
ranged-in line, covered the landing. Five thousand five
hundred 1reaps embarked in sixty-seven surf-boats. The
signal-gun was fired. The seamen bent to their oars, and
in a magnificent semicirele the boats, swept rapidly to-
wards the beach. Every man is anxious to be first. They
plunge into-the water_before uiey reach the shore! they
rush threugh the sand-hills! and” with loud shouts they

press forward? They wave the flag of their country in

thedand of the Aztecs ! Where are their comrades ! T'hey
also soon embark—they hurry through the water—they
land in safety—they rejoin their companions—they return
shout for shout, to friends in the vessels and friends on
shore: —Safely; but hurriedly, they then pass through this
exciting crisis,

In the meanwhile, the sun shines down in the brilliance
of his light, the waters are but jusi ruffled by a breeze,
while the deep waves are calm and the sky serene. Full
in view lies the city of Vera Cruz, and near is the. re-
nowned eastle of San Juan d'Ulloa! The harbor is crowd-

ed with foreign vessels, and decks and rigging are filled

REFLECTIONS ON THE LANDING. 165

with wondering spectators ! Never, says one, shall I for-
get the excitement of that scene!

The first division of troops had landed a litile before
sunset, the second and third followed in succession, and
before ten o'clock the whole army (numbering twelve
thousand men) was landed, without the slightest accident
and without the loss of a single life !

Thus, at the distance of more tan three hundred years,
was rencwed the landing. and march of Cortez! Both
were brilliant, and remarkable in history and conduct.
The Spanish hero came to encounler and subdue, on un-
known shores, the Aztectic-American civilization. The
Anglo-American came lo mecl and ]nrl-\'nl against the
Spanish-Aztec combination. Both came with inferior
numbers, to illustrate the higher orderand vastly superior
encrgies of moral power. Both came agents controlled
by an invisible spirit, in carrying forward the drama of
Divine Providence on earth, In vain do we speculale as
10 the end : it will be revealed only when the last curtain
is drawn from the deep, mysterious Fuature.

The landing at Vera Cruz, as a military operation, de-
serves a-credit-which is seldom awarded 1o bloodless
achievements. It is common to measure mililary opera-
tions by the current of Llood which has flowed. But
why? Is he not the best gencral who accomphshes the
greatest results with the ledstloss 7 | Or must we adopt
the satage theory, that the greatest inhumanity is the
greatest heroism? Mere animal bravery is a common
quality. Why, then, should the exhibition of so commaon
s qualiy; inyan open batile, give distinction, when 1t 13
skill only that.is valpable, ‘and science only ihat is un-
common?! ‘This skill and science were exhibited in a
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most singular and felicitous manner; in the pre-arrange-
ments. combinations, and success, which attended the
landing of the American army under the walls of Vera
Cruz.

Of this landing, as compared with a similar one by the

French at Algiers, the New Orleans Bulletin, of March

27th, makes the following correct and interesting re-
marks :

ingr'of the American army at Vera Cruz has

na mail r that reflects the highest

n, and

;)]'I'Illl‘i(u"' th which 1t liect - . nas probs .\ not

been surpassed,- if it has been equalled in modern war-

fare.

“ The removal of a large ly of troops from numer-
pus transports into boats inan open se a~—their subsequent
disembarkation on the &N enemy’s coast,
through a surf, with all their arms and accoutrements,
without a sifigle erroror accident, 1 juires greal cxertion,
skill, and sound judgment.

“Phe French expedition against Algiers, in 1830,4was
said to bethe most complete armament insevery Tespect
that ever left Europe; it had been prepared with labor,
attention, und experience, and nothine had been omiuted
10 ensure success, and | l:'n‘.t.f:\ n the means anad

:

facilities 'for landing the /trbops. ‘This disembarkation
fook place in a wide bay, ‘which’ was more {ay orable than
an open beach directly on the ocean, and (as in the pres
ent instance) without any resistance on the part of the
enemy-—yel; ,,-.',.\ pine thousand men were landed the
first day, and from thirty to forty lives were lost by acci-

dents, or upsetling of boats; whereas, on the present oc-
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casion, twelve thousand men were landed in one day,
without, so far as we have heard, the slightest accident or
the loss of a single life.”

No troops of the enemy made direct opposition o the
Amerjcan army on réaching. the beach, but the guns of
the castle and city kept vp 4 constant firing with round-
shot and thirtcen-inch shells. ‘The several corps imme-
diately oceupied ' the lines of investment to which they
had been respectively.assigned by General Scot’s orders?
These orders pointed out the most minute particulars, and
were based on prior information, obtained by the engi-
neer and-topographical dv‘pmln':'-nh, and v:n'r(ull_v ana-
lyzed and thorounghly studied, by the.commander-in-chief.
This information was so accurate, and so well undersiood
by the eommander, 'the engineers,.and the chief of the
staff, that they made no mistukes, //T'hey found all as

they-anticipated : their arrangements resulted as they in-

tended, and the-regiments and-companies took their re-
spective places as-quielly and orderly as if they were
parading on-the green bauks of the Potomac ! - Parties of
the enemy appeared, and-skirmishes took place, but noth-
ing serionsly-interrupted the progress of invesiment. On
the 12th instant, the entire army had completely occupied
its positions.?

All this was not done without labor, fatigue, and. expo-
sure of theseverest kind. / The carts, horses, and mules,

except a very few,* had not yet arrived. Tnnumeruble

L Geperal Orders, No. 47.
* Geperul Scott’s Official Report, dated 12th of March; 1845,
*There hud Uien atfived but fftéen carts aod oue hondred draught-

horoa
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hills of loose sand, and almost impassablethickets of chap-
paral, covered the ground of operations. Tlhirough these,
by their own hands, and on their backs, soldiers, both
regular and volunteer, dragged their provisions, their
equipments, and munitions of war, under the rays of a sun
already hot in a tropical climate. The sands of this pecu-
liar region are so light, that during the existence of a
i nunl&-:," (a so-called wind of the Gulf,) if a man would
lie down for an hour or two, he would inevitably be buried
in the floating drifis! He must therefore, at this season,
seck shelter in chapparals.  In such circumstunces—un-
der the distant fire of the enemy’s fortresses, and in the
midst of :Jx.l:p skirmishes—he invesiment was <'mnp]clcd.
The lines of sicge were five miles in lengih, and on that
whole distanee provisions must be carnied and commu-
nications kepl np with dépdis, and with ships at sea. In
this the officers und seamen of the navy co-operated with
those of the ammy inthe most gallant and skilful manner,

During this part of the siege a “norlics” prevailed,
whicli rendered it impossible 1o land heavy ordnance. On
the 17th a patse occurred W the storm, and 1en moriars,
four tweniy=four-pound guns, and some howitzers were
landed. On the night of the 18th the trenches were
opcnrd. and, the engineers with the sappers and miners
leading the way, the army gradually clused in pearer the
cily.

On-the 224 of March—seven-of the ten-inch’ mortars
being in batlcry, and other works in progress—General
Scott summoned the governor of Vera Cruz o surrender
the city. The gavetnor, who was also governor of the
castle. cliose 10 consider the snmmons to surrender that,
as well as the city, and rejecled the proposition.  On the

P
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return of the flgg, the mortar-bauery, at the distance of
eight hundred yards from the city, opened its fire on the
City, and continued to fire during the d.’x}' and night,

On the 24 the batteries were reinforced with twenty-
four-pounders” and paixhan guns. On the 25th all the
bauteries were | in ““awful activity.” Terrible was the
scene! The darkness of ‘night was illuminated with
blazing shells circling through'the air. The roar of artil-
lery-and the-heavy fall of descending shot were heard
through the streets of  the besieged  city. The roofs of
buildings weré on fire.  Thesdomes of churches rever-
berated with fearful explosionse~ The sea was reddened
with the broadsides of .\!:z.:x\'. The castle of San Juan
returned, from its heavy batleries, the fire; the hight, the
smoke, the noise of battle. //Such was the sublime and
awfully terrible seene, as beheld from the trenches of the
army, from the-22d 1o the @5th/of March, when the accu-
mulated _s€ience.of | ages;-applied 1o the mi!klug' art, had,
on. the plains’of Vera Cruz, aggregated and displayed the
fulness-of its destructive power.
=11

On the évenmgof the 25th instant, the consuls of Eu-

ropean powers residing in Vera Cruz, made application,

by memorial, to General Scou for a truce, toenable them
‘

and the women and children of the city to retire. To
this- General Scatt replied—thay a #ruce-could only be
granted on application of General Morales, the governor,
with ‘a view 1o surrender;' shat safeguards had already
been sent to the foreign consuls, of which they had refu
sed to avail themselves ; that the blockade had been left
open to, consuls and néutrals to the 22d, proximo’; and

' Scott’s Official Report of Murch 25, 1847
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that the case of women and children, with their hardships
and distresses, had been fully considered before one gun
was fired.
The memorial represented that the batteries had already
a terrible effect on the city nd by this, and other evi-
ce, It was now clear that is had amived. 'The
city i ither be surrendered, or it must be consigned
to inevitable nost melancholy destruction.
! ' iing of the 26th of March,
d had been d
> overtures of surrender
for carrying the
city by ult on that very day. 'The proposition of the
Mexican generalymmade this unnecessary, and Generals
Worth and Pillow, with Colonel Totten, that distinguished
officer of the engineer corps, whe had conducted the siege,
were appointed commissioners on the part of the Ameri-
can army, to treat with others appointed by the governor
of Vera Cruz. Late on the night of the 27th the articles
of capitulation were signed and exchanged.
On the 29th of March the official de spatch of General
Scott announced that the fl 1Z ol the United States floated
over the walls of era Cruz and tl castle of wan Ju;m

d’Ulloa. The regular siege of the city had continued

from the day of investinent, the 12th of March. to the d.'.\y

the articles of caj

pitulation were signed, the, 27th, making
a }"'wa n!'_,’f":‘r en « hich active, continuous, and
vigorous operalions W » carried on. l)u[_n; this tme
our army had thrown three thousand ten-inch shells, two
hundred howitzer/shells, one thousand paixhan shot, and
two th nd “five hundred round t, ' weighing

1

whole about Zkalf a mallion o our Most effective




172 CITY AND CASTLE SURRENDER.

and most terrible was the disaster and destruction they

caused within the walls of the city, whose ruins and whose
mourning-attested both the energy and the sadness of war.
By somie it was thonght strange that the governor of
Vera Cruz should have surrendered so soon; but, on a
full exhibition of the facts of the siege, surprise gives
place to admiration at the progress, power, and develop-
ment of military science. The thirty years which had
elapsed since the fall of Napoleon, liad not been idly
passed by military men. = They ‘had acquired and sys-
tematized new arts and new methods in the art of war.
Nor were American officers inattentive to this progress.
They had. ghared in it all, and when the siege of Vera
Cruz was undertaken, this new power and method were
fully displayed. The city was environed with cords of
strength, in- which all its defences’ must be folded and
crushed. The résult was ineyitable. The officers of
Vera Cruz saw this, and although the castle of San Juan
might have held out a few days longer, for what purpose
would it have been? ' There is no rule of military science
which requires fighting when fighting is useless. There
is no law of humanity which would not be violated by the
wanton exposure of towns and inhabiants when defence
was impossible. The surrender was, therefore, alike just
to victors'and defenders, both of whom had arrived at an
inevitable end,—1he result of progress in high civilization,
and of the highest military skill and accomplishments.
By the terms of capitulation, all the arms and munitions
of war were given up.to the United States; five thousand
prisoners surrendered on parole; near five hunlred pieces
of fine artillery were taken ; the best port of Mexico cap-
tured and possessed ; and the famed castle of San Jum,
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said to be impregnable, and which bad been refitted and
equipped in the best possible manner, yielded its defences
to the superior skill and energy of the Anglo-Americans.
At 10 A. m., on the moming of the 20th, that people, who
centuries before had, with a small band, marched through
the Aztec empire, and, with the pride of power, supplant-
ed its ancient dominion, struck their flags and quietly sub-
mitted to another and a newer race, who had come over
the Atlantic later than themselves, but who had imbibed
other principles, and been impelled by stronger energies,
in the colder regions of the north. On the castle of San
Juan, on the forts of Santiago and Conception, the banner
of the American Union gracefully ascended, and, amidst
the shouts-and cheers of warriors on-sea and shore, bent its
folds to the breeze, and looked forth over the Mexican Gulf.

In this great and successful enterprise, the American
arms met with but litle loss. Two officers,’ (valuable,
however, 1o their corps and country,) with a few soldiers,
were all the deaths. So great a result, obtained with so
little loss, may be sought in vain among the best cam-
paigns of the best generals of modern imes. Theré are
those who think victory brightest when achieved in the
carnival of death, and the laurel greenest which is plucked
from a crimson tree. But this is not the estimate of the
humane, the honorable, or the intelligent,  They, in this
age of the world, will deem that achievement grealest
which costs the least, where skill has been substituted for
death, and science for the brave but oficn wasted energy
of bodily force.

¥ Captsins Alburti# and Viaton, both dstinguished officers, were Killed.
with several private soldiers

2
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Some incidents of this siege are related, which illus-
trate the character of General Scott and the nature of the
war. On one occasion, when the: general was walking
along the trenches, the soldiers would frequently rise up
and 'look over the parapet. The general cried out,
“Down—down, men !~~dopn’t expose yourselves.” * Bat,
general,” said one, “you .are exposed.” “Oh!” said
Scott, “ generals, now-a-days, can be made out of any-
body, but men cannot be had.”

Something bas been severely said, as to the loss of
women and children by the bombardment of the city ; but
this s unjustly said. Scott, as appears by the official
papers; gave ample notice of the danger to consuls, neu-
trals, and non-combatants in the city, and ample time for
them to remove. ‘That they, or at least many of them,
did not avail themselves of that notice, was their own
fault; and, by the laws of ‘war, it was both unnegessary
and impossible that the siege should be delayed, or given
up, on account of the inhabitants within, who had long
known that the United States army would land there,
and who had received from the commander full notice of
danger.

We add General Scott’s official despatches.

Camp Washington, belore Vera Cauz,

HEeADQUAKTERS OF THE AAMY, 2
March 12th, 1847.

Siw :—The colors of the United States were triumphantly
planted ashore, in full view of this city and castle, and under
the distant fire of both, in the afterncon of the 9th inst.
Brevet Brigadier-general Worth’s brigade of regulars led the
descent, quickly followed by the division of United States

volunteers under Major-general Patterson, and Brigadier-
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genoral Twiggs’ reserve brigade of regulars. The three
lines suecessively landed in sixtys:seven surf-boats, each boat
conducted by a naval officeryand rowed by sailors from Com.
modore Connor’s squadron, whose lighter vessels flanked the
boats so as to be ready to protect the operation by their cross-
fire. The whole army reached the shore in fine style, and
without direct opposition, (on the beach,) accident, or loss,
driving the enemy from the ground to be occupied.

The line of investment, according to General Orders, No.
47, was partially taken up the same night; but has only been
completed to-day, owing to the most extraor linary difficulties
1. The environs of the city, outside of the fire of its guns 'and
those of the castle, are broken into innumerable hills of loose
sand, from 20 to 250 feet in height, with almost impassable
forests of chapporal between; and, 2. Of all our means of
land-transportation—wagons, carts, pack-saddles, horses, and
mules, expected 1 join us from Tampico and the Brazos,
weeks ago—but 15 carts and about 100 draught-horses have
yetarrived. Three hundred pack-mules are greatly needed
to relieve the troops in taking subsistence alone, along the
line of investmant of more than five miles, as, at present, our
only depot is south of the city. On tho cessation of the pres-
ent raging Norther, which almost stifles the troops with sdnd,
gweeping away hills and creating new, [ hope to establish a
second depot north of the city, which will partially relieve the
left wing of the army.

In extending the line of investment around-the-city, the
troops for three days have performed the heaviest laborsiin
getting over the hills and cutting through the intervening
forests—all under the distant fire of the city and castle, and
in the midst of many sharp skirmishes with the enemy. In
thess operations we have lost in killed and wounded several
valuable officers and men.  Awmong the, killed 1 have to re-
port Brevet Capt. Alburtis, of the United States 2d lufantry,
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much distinguished in the Florida war, and a most excellent
officer. He fell on the 11thinst'; and Lieut. Col. Dickensen,
of the South Carolina Regiment, was badly wounded in a
skirmish the day before. Two privates have been killed in
these operations, and four or fivé wounded. As yet| have
not been able 1o obtain their names.

As ‘soon as the subsistence of the troops can be assured,
and their positions are well established, I shall, by an ‘or-
ganized movement, cause each brigade of regulars and volun.
teers to send detachments, with supports, to clear its front,
including sub-bourgs, of the enemy’s parties, so as to oblige
them to confine themseélves within the walls of the city.

I have heretofore reported that but two-sevenths of the
siege-train and ammunition had reached me. The remainder
is yet unheard of. We shall commence landing the heavy
metal as soon as the storm subsides, and hope that the five-
sevenths may be up in time.

The city being invested, wonld, no doubt, early surrender,
but for the fear that, if eccupied by us, it would immediately
be fired upon by the castle. T am not altogether without
hope ‘of finding the means of coming to some compromise
with the .city onthis subject.

So far; the principal skirmishing has fallen to the lot of
Brigadier-grneral Pillow’s and Quitman’s brigades. Both
old and new volunteer regiments have condueted themselves
admirably. Indeed, the whole army is full of zeal and
eoufidepce, and ecannot fail to aequire distinction in-the im-
pending operations.

To Commodore Connor, the officers and sailors of his
squadron, the army is indebted for great and unceasing
assistance, promptly and cheerfully rendered. Their co-opera-
tion is the constant theme of our gratitude and admiration, ‘A
handsome detachment of marines, under Capt. Edson, of that
corps, landed with the first line; and is doing duty with the army.
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Marck 13.—The enemy, at intervals, continues the fire of
heavy ordnance, from the city and castle, upon our line of
investment, both by day and night, but with litle or no
effect.

The norther has ceased, which hus renewed our com.
munication with the store.ships at anchor under Sacrificios.
We shall immedintely commence landing the few pieces of
heavy ordnance, with ordnunce stores, at hand, and hope
soon to have the necessary draught-mules to take them to
their positions. Any farther delay in the arrival of those
means of transportation will be severely felt in our operations.

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, your

most obedient servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. Wu. L. Mancey, Seoretury of War,

Camp Washington, before Vers Cruz,
Murch 23, 1847.

Hesvaquarvess or T Axxy, i

Sin :—Yesterday, seven of our 10-inch mortars be ing in
battery, and the labors for planting the remainder of our
heavy metal being in progress, 1 addressed, at two o'clock,
P. M. a summons 1o the Governor of Vera Cruz, and within
the two hours limited by the bearer of the flag, received the
Governor’s answer.  Copies of the two pupers (marked respeo-
tively A and B) are herewith enclosed.

It will be perceived that the Goyernor, who, it turns out,
is the commander of both places, chose, against the plain.
terms of the summons, to suppose me to have demanded the
surrender of the castle and of the city ; when in fact, from
the won-arrival of our heavy metal—principally mortars—I
was in no condition to threaten the former.

Oun the return of the flag with that reply, I at once order-
ed the seven merars; in butlery, do open upon the city.
[n a short time the smaller vessels of Commodore Perry’s

squadron—two steamers and five schooners—uccording to

12
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o
previous arrangement with him, approached the city within
about a mile and an eighth, whence, being partia \'..' vercd
from the castle—an essential conditiori 16 their mﬁ.-:\'—lhr\’
also opened-a-brisk fire upon ! ity. This- has been H:r;.
tinued \uninterruptedly by the mortars, and only with a fow
intermissions; by the vessels,up to 9 o'clock this morning,
whon the Commeodore, very properly, called them off from a
position (oo daringly assumed.

Our three remaining mertars are\now (12 o’elock. 4. m.)
mebattery,; and the 'whole ten in aclivity. To-morrow, early, if
the eity should continue plistinate, batteries Nos. 4 and 5 w ||.l be
reatly 1o udd their fire 1 No. 4, consisting of faur 24-pounders
and two S-inch- Paixhan guns, and No. 5 (maval battery) ot
three 32-pounders and three S-inch Paixhans—the guns, offi.
eers,/and sajlors, lunded from the  squadron—our frikads of
the navy being unremitt g 10 Weir zealous co-operation, in
gvery mode and forin.

So far, we kuow.that our |ficze upon the city has been
highly-effective,~farticularly’ from /the batteries of .10.inch
toxtars, planied at ubout 8 yards from the ecity. L
cluding the preparation and unce of the batteries, from
the /beginning—now 'm 1y days—a n -1'\"h\'2::;n||ing the
heavy fire of the eneniv, from city and castle, we have oniy
had four ar five men wounded and. one officer and ‘one "y-u‘n
killed, in_or near the trenches.  ‘Fhat- officer was Captam
John R. Viaton, of th Inited States third artillery. oo
of the most tale ':l:'fi. accompinsh f_. and.effectiva mi mhers af
the ‘army;, and who wag highly distinguished -in the Brilliant
operations at Monterey. He last evening in the renches,
where he was on duty as field and commanding officer, uni-
versally regretted. 1 have just attended his honored remains
tova soldier’s ‘grave=—in | full view of the ' ebemy and within

coach ol his guns,

T 5 f " i
Thirteen of . the long-needed mortars-~leaving twenty-
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seven, be s heavy guns, behind—have arrived, and two
of them landed. A heavy norther then set in (at meridian)
hat stopped that operation, and also the' landing of shells.
Hence the fire of our mortar batteries has been slackened;
<ince two o’clock to day, and cunnot be reinvigorated until
we shall acain have a smooth sea. In the mean time T shall
leave this report open for journalizing events that may occur
up to the departure of the steam ship-of-war, the Princeton,
with Com. Connor, who, | learn, expects to leave the an-
chorage of Saerificios, for the United States, the 25th inst.

March 24.—The storm having subsided in the night, we
commenced this forenoon, as soon as the sea became a little
smooth, to land shot, shells, and mortars,

The naval battery No. 5, was opened with great activity,
under Capto-Anlick, the secondin rank of the squadron, at
about 10 a. His fire was continued 10 2 o'clock, 2. at.,
@ litde before heé was relieved by Capt. Mayo, who landed
with a fresh supply of ammunition, Capt. A. having ex-
hausted the supply hethad brought with him. He lost four
sailors, killed, and had oneofficer, Lieut. Baldwin, slightly hurt.

The mortar batterics; Nos. 1,2, and 3, have fired but lap-
guidly during the doy for wantof shells,'which are now go-
ing out from the beach,

The two reports of Col. Bankhead, chief of artillery, both
of this date, copies of which | enclose, give the incidentsof
those three batteries.

Battery No. 4, which will mount four 24-poundarssand
two' &inch Pakxhan guns, has been much delayed in the
hands of the indefatigable engineers by the norther thar filled
up the work with sand nearly as fast as it could be opened
bv the halfblinded laborers. It will, however, doubtless be
in/ full uotivity ¥ to-mofrow moriing.

Muarch 25<"The Princetor beiig abont 1o start for Phila-

délphia, I have but a moment to continue this report
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All the batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, are in awful ac-
tivity this morning. The effect is, no doult, very great, and
I think the city cannot hold out beyond to-day. To-morrow
morning many of the new mortars will be in a position to add
their fire, when, or after-the delay of some twelve hours, if
8o proposition to surrender should be received, | shall or.
ganize parties for carrying the city by assault. So fur the
defence has been spirited and obstinate.

I enclose a copy of & memorial received last night signed
by the consuls of Great Britain, France, Spain, and Prussia,
within Vera Cruz, asking me to grant.a truce to enable the
oeutrals, together with Mexican women and children, to with-
draw from the scene of havoe about them. [ shull reply, the
moment that an opportunity may be taken, to say—1. That
8 truce can only be granted on the application of Gov.
Morales, with a view to surrender. ' 2. That in sending
safeguards to the different consuls, beginning so far back as
the 13th inst., I distinctly adinonished them——particularly the
French and Spanish consuls—and of course, through the two,
the other consuls, of the dangers that have followed. 3. That
although nt that date 1 had already refused to allow any per-
son whatsover to pass the line of investment either way, yet
the blockade had been left open to the consuls and other
aeutrals to pass out to their respective ships of war up to the
22d instant ; and, 4. [ shall enclose to the memorialists a copy
of my summons to the Governor, to show that I had fully
considered the impending hardships and distresses of  the
place, including those of women and children, before one
gun had been fired in that direction. The intercourse be-
tween the neutral shipsof war and the city was stopped at the
last.mentioned date by Commodore Perry, with my concur-
rence, which I placed on the ground that that intercourse
eould not fail to give to the enemy moral aid and comfort.

It will be seen from the memorial, that our batteries have
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already had a terrible effect on the city, (also known through
other sources,) and hence the inference that a surrender mus
soon be proposed. In haste,

I have the honor to remain, sir, with respect, your most
obedient servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
Hon. Wa L. Maxcy, Secretary of War. !

HzavquanTers or vne Axxy,
Viexa Cuuz, March 29, 1847,

Sm—The flag of the United States of America floats
triumphantly over the walls of this city and the castle of San
Juan d'Ulloa.

Our troops have garrisoned both since 10 o’clock : it is now
noon. Brig. Gen. Worth is in command of the two places.

Articles of capitulation were signed and exchanged at a
late hour night before last. I enclose a copy of the docu-
ment.

I have heretofore reported the principal incidents of the
siege up to the 25th instant. Nothing of striking intercst oc-
curred till early in the morning of the next day, when [ re.
ceived overtures from General Landero, on whom Genéral
Morales had devolved the principal command. A tefrible
storm of wind and sand made it difficult to communicate
with the city, and impossible to refer to Commodore Perry. |
was obliged to entertain the proposition alone, or to continue
the fire upon a place that had shown a disposition to surrender ;
for the lossof a day, or perhaps several, could not be per.
mitted." The accompanying papers will show the proceedings
and results,

Yesterday, after the norther had abated, and the commis-
sioners appointed by me early the morning before had again

met those znppointml by General Landern, Commodore Perry

sent ashore his second in command, Captain Aulick, us a
commissioner on the part of the navy. Although not included
Q
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in my specific arrangement made with the Mexican com-
mander, I did net hesitate, with proper courtesy, to desire
that Captain Aulick might be duly introdoced and allowed to
partigipate inthe discussions and acts of the commissiohers
who had heen reciprocally accredited. Hence the preamble
to- his signature. | The original American cemmissioners
were, Brevet Brigadier.genéral, Worth, Brigadier-general
Pillow, and Colonel Totten, 'Four more able or judicious
officers eould not-have been desired.

I have to add but little more. The remaining details of the
siege—the able co-operation of the United States squadron,
successively under the command of Comimodores Connor
and” Perry—the (admirable conduct of the whole army,
regulars and yolunteers—I should be happy to dwell upon as
they ‘deserve; but the steamer Princeton, with Commedare
Comnor on board, is under way, and I have commenced

ofganizing an advance into the interior, This may be delay-

ed afew days, waiting the arrival of additional means of
transportation.~ In the mean time,a joint operation, by land
and water, will be made: upon Alvarado. No lateral expe-
dition, however, shall interferé with the grand movement to-
wards the capital.

In eonsideration of the great services of Col. Totten, in'the
siegre that has just terminated most successfully, and the im-
por-lunvc- of his presence at Washington, as the head of the
engineer bureau, I intrust this despatch to his personal care,
and beg to commend him 1o the very favorable consideration
of the department.

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respeet, your
most .obedient servant,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. Wa. L. Marcy, Secretary of Wur

The following were the terms of capitulation finally agreed

UPOH —
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Generals W, . J, Worth and G. J. Pillow, and Col. 1. G,
Totten, chief engineer, on the part of Mujor-general Scott,
genoral-in-chief of the armies of the Uniled States ; and Col.
Jose Gutierrez de Villanueva, Lieut. Colonel of the engineers,
Manuel Robles, and Col. Pedra de Herrera, commissioners
appointed by Genersl of brigade Don Jose Juan Landero,
commanding  in chief, Vem Cruz, the castle of San Juan
d’Ulloa and their dependencies—Ifor the surrender to the arms
of the United States of the said forts, withy their armaments,
munitions of war, garrisons, and arms.

1. The whole garrison, or garrisons, to be surrendered to
the arms of the United States, as prisoners of war, the 29th
inst;, at 10 o'cloek, A. m.; the garrisons to be permitted to
march out with all the honors of war, and to lay down their
arms to such'officers as may be appointed by the general.in.
chief of the United States, and at a point to be agreed on by
the commissioners,

2. Mexican officers shall preserve theairarms and private
effects, including horse and horse furniture, and'to be allowed,
regular and irregular officers and also to rank and file, five
days to, retire to their respective homes, an parole, as herein-
after pﬂ?N.‘rib(‘d.

3. Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in article
one, the Mexican flags of the various forts and stations shall
be struck, saluted” by their own batteries; and, immediately
thereafter, forts Santiago and Conception and the castle of
San Juan d'Ulloa; oceupied by the forces of the United States.

4. The rank and fileof the regular portion of the prisonérs
to be disposed of, after surrender and parole, as their general-
in-chief may desire, and the irregular to be permitted to re-
turn to their homes. The officers, in respect to all arms and
descriptions of force, giving the ysual* parole, that the said
rank and file, as 'well as themsélves, shall not scrve again

until duly exchanged.




Er——=—gee=—

e St T e,

184 ARMY ADVANCES INTO THE INTERIOR.

=

5. All the materiel of war, and all public property of cvery
description found in the city, the castle of San Juan d’Ulios,
and their dependencies, to belong to the United States; but
the-armament of the same (nol injured or destroyed in the
further prosecution of the actual war) may be considored as
liable to be restored to Mexico by a definitive treaty of peace.

6. The sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to re-
main in the city, with such medieal officers of the army as
may be necessary to their care and treatment,

7. Absolute protection is solemaly guarantied to persons
in the city, and property, and it is clearly understood that no
private building or property is to be taken or used by the
forces ol the United States, withoul previous arrangement
with the owners, and for a fair equivalent.

8./ Absolute freedom of religious worship and ceremonies
is solemnly guarantied.

We must now resume the march of Scott’s army to the
capital of Mexico. ~Worth is appointed (for the time)
governor of Vera Cruz. Thearmy is organized for an
advance on the Jalapa road—but wagons are wanling.
E)ghl thousand men are to be thrown forward into the
heart of México. Quantities of ammunition, provisions,
cannon, arms, are to be carried. Yet the wagons,
horses, and mules which are 10 do this service, are not yei
arrived. A litde while since; and they were two theusand
miles off; in the heart of the United States. But they will
come. They are descending the Ohio and the Missis-
sippi. They will be here. One by one, dozen by dozen,
they arrive. . On the 8th of April, ten davs after the sur-
render of Vera Cruz,the veteran Twiggs, with his heroic
division, takes ‘the Jalapa road. - Other divisions rapidly
follow. In three days they reach the foot of the moun-
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tains, from whose heights may be seen the splendid vision
of Orizabs, and its snow-crowned tops, along whose ridges
the road continues to the ancient capital of the Montezu-
mas ; and from whose almost impregnable summits looks

down Santa Annt with fifteen thousand men. The Mex-

ican chief, defeated at Buena Vista, had rapidly traversed

the interior provinces with the greater part of his army,
and now sought to defend the heights of Cerro Gordo,
formidable by nature, with batteries and intrenchments.
Here '|~\\l*._!j.:s makes a reconnoissance on the 12th, and
determines to altack the enemy next morning. In the
meanwhile Patterson arnves with volunteers, and delays
the attack ull the arrival of the general-in-chief. Scott
makes a new reconnoissance, and perceives-that an attack
in front would be in vain, for the batieries there are com-
manded by the sull higher ones on the summits of Cerro
Gordo. He orders a road to be cutte the right of the
American army, but to the left of Cerro Gordo, which
winds round the base of the mountains and ascends them
in the rear of the Mexican forts, there rejoining the Jalapa
road, and belrind the whole Mexican position. The labor,
the skill, the courage of American soldiers accomplish it
For three days the Mexicans do not discoverit. It is
nearly done on the 17th, when they fire with grape and
musketry on the working parties, Twiggs again advan-
ces o the storm. He carries the hill below Cerra Gordo,
but above the new road. All is safe now, and all is ready
for the coming battle. On the 17th of April Scott issues
his celebrated order, dated Plan del Rio. It details, with
praphelic accuracy, the movements of the following day—
the positions, the attack, the batlle, 'the victory, and the
bot pursuit, till the spires of Jalapa should appear in

Q2
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sight. It is an order most remarkable in history. Here
it 18 :—
GeNERAL OrpErs, No. 111.

Hexpquanters or vug Anwy, {
Plan del Rio, April 17, 1847, §

The enemy’s whole line of intrenchments and batterie

'8
will be attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early

in the day to-morrow—probably before ten o’clock, a. x.

The second (Twiggs’) division of regulars is already ad.
vanced within easy turning distance towards thé enemy’s
left. ‘That division has iustructions to move forward before
daylight to-morrow, and take up a position across the national
road in the enemy’s rear, so &5 to cut off a retreat towards
Xalapa. It'may be reinforged to-dey, if unexpectedly at-
tacked-in foree; by regiments—oné or two taken from Shields’
brigade of volunteers. If net, the two volunteer regiments
will march for that purpose nt daylight to-morrow merning,
under Brigadier-general Shields, who/will report to Brigadier-
general Twiggs, on getting up with him, or the general-in-
chief, if he bein advance.

The remaining regiment of that volunteer brigade will re-
ceive instructions-in the course of this day.

The first division of regulars (Worth’s) will follow the
movement against the enemy’s left at sunrise to-morrow
morning.

As already arranged, Brigadier-general Pillow’s brigade
will march at six o’clock to.morrow morning along the route
he has carefully reconnoitred, and stand ready as soon as he
hears the report of arms on our right, or sooner if r'ir-.'uu.n-
stances should favor him, to pierce the enemy’s line of bal.
teries at such point—the nearer  the river the better—as he
may select. Once in the rear of that line; he will turn to
the right or left, or both, end attack the batteries in reverse
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or, if abandoned, he will pursue the enemy with vigor until
further orders.

Wall’s field battery and the cavalry will be held in reserve
on the national road, a little out of view and range of the
enemy’s batteries. They will take up that position at nine
o’clock in the morning.

The enemy’s batteries being carried or abandoned, all our
divisions and corps will pursue with vigor.

This pursuit may be continued many miles, until stopped
by darkness or fortified positions towards Xalupa. Conse.
quently, the body of the army will not retum to this encamp.
ment, but be followed to-morrow afternoon, or early the next
morning, by the baggage trains of the several corps. For
this purpose, the feebler officers and men of each corps will
be left to guard its camp and effects, and 1o load up the lat-
ter in the wagons of the corps.’ A commander of the pres-
ent encampment will be designated in the eourse of this day.

As soon as it shull besknown that the enemy’s works have
been carried, or that the general pursuit has been com.
menced, ane wagon for egeh regiment and one for the cavalry
will follow the movement, Yo receive, under the directiongiof
medical officers, the wounded and disabled, who will be
brought buck to this place for treatment in general hospital.

The Surgeon-general will organize this important sérvice
and designate that hospital, as well as the medical officers to
be left at it.

Every man who marches out to attack or pursue the ene-
my, will take the usual-allowance-of ammunition; -and sub.
sistence for at least 1wo days,

By command of Maj. Gen. Scott,
H. L, SCOTT, A, A. A. General

The order thus given was réalized to the letter, with

the exception that General Pillow’s brigade was repulsed
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WTL@ in the attack on the batteries in front. They were, how-
20F & ever, taken, and their garrisons made prisoners, by the

GBER_Q GBBBQ- advanced corps of the army, at the close of the battle.

N\,

In each particular—of march, battle, victory, and pursuit
—the order of Scott was prophetically correct. It proves
the confidence of the commander in the indomitable en-
ergy of his troops. On the night of that day, (the 17th,)

the enemy’s position appears almost impregnable. On
their right rolls a deep river.  Along its side rises a chain
of mountains one thousand feet in height. On these,

heavy batterics frown down on all below. Over all rises

At A

the summit and tower of Cerro Gordo. Winding among
the gorges of these mountains, and at last toring berween
g 8

TN e g

the highest battery and uie“river below, is the National
road, by which only the American army must pass. The

o

Anglo-American soldier looks out from his camp at Plan

AN 1l

del Rio, and sees this deep river on the side, this rampart
of mountains in front, the high batteries beyond, and
knows that the Mexican chief, with fifteen thousand men,
R ASLE, A, 1s encamped on these mountains thus strongly defended.

/) 4*'“@?{&(@ : 4 How shall e be autacked ? The gencral order points out
ZANNS N AN

b

)
1a

each step in the way.

o
\
0

On the night of the 17, a thousand men of Twiggs’
division are detailed on their route to plant an American
bautery on the captured hill below Cerro Gordo: A heavy
= —— twenty-four-pounder was brought up, and iwo twenty-
A. American army - . - .
It Battery, (American.) four-pound howitzers. These were dragged by main
[C. Cerro Gordo & Towes » y

| D. Twiggs® smmech. force up the hill, hundreds of feet high, in a mght of total

& 8. 4¢. Mexican barerios darkness, A fire is built below, and the officers and men
b, b Pillow's brigude. A
[N. B Nntiana) rod. are told to take(the cannon straight up.. ‘They are already
4. Gen. Shields' hrignde:
G. Bl stoemed by 24 Inf.
| F- B In. bowiizer, (Amer) stop not for these. They are divided into two parties, of

fatigued, exhausted, and parched with thirst: but they
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five hundred men each, for relief. They drag the pieces
up with the hands. Here they stop, block up, and chain
the wheels; ull-they are relieved by the other division.
Agiain they.go on, and again they relieve. Thus they go
on from 'seven | in the evening ull three in the morning.
The ground 18 covered with/ exhausted soldiers, some o
sleap and someito rest, Butthe eannon are carried up.
The morning: finds them on the hill, and as the rosy light
blushes 1n the heavens, the soft wnusic of the Mexican
revelllee is heard summoning their.men to the muster.

The batteries and encampments are -revealed. The fine

body of ‘Mexican langers, in splendid uniforms, and with

an unfurled standard, are moving along. Here battalions
of artillery, and _there a dense column of infantry, arrest
the attention.” Below and abgve ‘are batteries darkly
threatening 1o open_their fire.( This captured: peosition
thus commands all the defences but Cerro Gordo. But
that.is above. That can fi fovn upon every position
which could betaken { slain, then, that the fort of
Cerro Gordo. 18 \the \key~ position of all the rest. 'This
the-‘discriminating-€ye of military science had clearly
seen. Scott sees it, and has prepar { for it. Hence the
new road was made, winding, as wvou see, around the
base of the mountain to our right, but to the left of Cerro
Gordo, so'that this citadel of the Mexican camp may be
stormed {rom the flank, and the-retreat. of the hroops by

the National road cut ofi Hence, Pillow's brigade 18 to

attack their batteries on the front hill rampart, and either

L

take. them,-or divert 1theipaltention from our flank maove-

ment.  Hence, the night work'of ‘our men, so that our

new hill-fort may command these ! ries of the enemy,

nent con pel their surr snder £ l 18

and at the right m

THL 40 ODNINYOLN
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nioght.watech 3 na &t
mgual-waich 1s pasi.
1S arms, isr using

ulicrymen and en-

the light brush in front of

eavy cannon begin their fire on
the hill batterie ‘heir th wer ton are echoed irom
the mountai , and rel { from the pieces of the
encmy. 'he division of Twiggs is marching. The vol-
unteers

rordo now

Gor I t be
Ha

the rifles, the'1startill

rney. They fight

and with them sto:

3d infantry, and the 41}

of T'wiges, and here they 3

steep that they must elimb asithey go, and with no cover-

ing but the very siecepness of the Lill. Thev receive a

plunging fire ront and a rolling fire on the flanks—but.
plunginy

on they go y—on, Harney leads his men.  The front

rank mells aw iy before the shot ; but {Iu"“' .\'lup not ull

the Iull is gained, and then a long and loud shout echoes

from the mountain sides—(

l;‘}(".’., the .\‘l‘\h an general, i T ntlhe !7r;'!rv’~;' N‘,\\'

the flags of the '1st artillery a th Infantry are plante
n the batteries, and now ¢ reant ll"u?}' haul

national standard of 2XA( Anglo-Amer

unfurl

ones «

furtl
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through the lungs—but the fort is tuken—the road is
gamc«-i——.md the flying army of Sanla Anna is pursued in
all directions.

On“thé river batteries in front, Pillow’s attack is not
successful.” The batieries enfilade our men, and after
bravely fighting, they are drawn back ; but their effort is
not lost.  'T’he corps of General La Vega is kept em-
ployed till Cerro Gordo has fallea., Then he surrenders,
with three theusand men prisoners of war. Sunta Anna,
with Almonte, Canalizo, and eight-thousand have escaped,
leaving carriages and baggage behind, and are now on the
road to Jalapa.- The sun is at noon, and the banle is end-
ed { butthe pursuit) continues. The ‘reserve division of

D5
after the confused and flying Mexicans; nor does he stop

Worth comes up, passes Twiggs, and hurries rapidly on

ull Jalapa appears in sight!

On the 19th of .\Pl'l}, from (Plan del Rio, Scott an-
nounces. 1o the War Department, that he is embarrassed
withthe results of victory! ‘Three thousand prisoners,
forty-three pieces of bronze artillery manufactured at Se-
ville, five thousand stand of arms, five gencrals, with the
muiiitions and materials of an army, captured in a single
battle, are the fruits of victory, and demand the earnest
cure of the conquering general!  The men must be pa-
roled ; the small-arms must be destroyed ; we have- not
men to tuke eare of them,

Such was rae BarrLe op Cerro/ Gorvo. In the skill
with which it was planned, in the formidable defences to
be surmounted, in the heroism of the attack, and in the
magnitude of results; with which of American batles will
it not compare? There were almost impassahle obsta-
cles, surmounted by skill ; there were almost impregnable
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batteries, stormed by valor; there were thousands of pris-
oners caplured, and an army dmlruycd ; there was a road
to the capital laid open, and towns and cities taken in the
long vista of a victorious march! The Mexicas empire
lies under the feet of the conqueror, and again is the Azlec
compelled 1o witness the triumphs of power, and uller by
the ruing of the Past, the mournings of the Present!

Look around you upon the baule-field, now that the
dark charot of war has driven by !* Hear the description
of one whio has been 10 look upon the dead.

“A dragoon we encountered on the way kindly offered
to be our guide, and from hin we learned the positions of
the different armies, their divisions and subdivisions. As
winding around:the hills by the Navional road, the ene-
my's ntrenchinents, their barricaded heighis, strong forts,
and well-defended passes came in view, we halted, and
gazed for =everal momeunts in mute amazement. No one,
from readiug the newspaper accounts or the reporis of the
generals, can forin a proper iden of the advaniages pos-

sessed by the enemy in his chosen position. 'I'lie baule,
-

I knew i bad been fought and won by our troops ; yet it
secmed, in 1ts bare, still reality, a dream. | could not
shake off this feeling as I rode along the enemy’s lines of
intrenchments, entered his dismantled forts amd maga-
zines, and lvoked from his chosen-heights upon the paths
up which our wroops raslied into the jaws of death, * * ¢

* Passing down the ravine where the National Guard
had tlirce times attempted to dislodge the mounted rifle-
men, who, supported by the howitzer bauery, hlerally
cained death awong their ranks, | was obliged to turn
back aud retrace my steps. The gorge was clioked up

with the mangled bodies of the flower of the Mexican ar
R 13
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my. The wolf-dog and the buzzard howled and sereamed
as I rode by, and the stench was 100 sickening w0 be en
dured..-Returning to the National road, we passed a large
numbergof cannon taken by ourtroops, and saw piles of
muskets charred with fire in heaps, where they had been
heaped ‘and burned. * ** * *

“ All.along the road were . the'\bodies of Mexican lan-
cers and | their’ horses, cut down\ by Colonel Harney's
dragoons, when these fire-eaters chased Santa Anna and
his( retreating -troops into and beyond Jalapa. Almost
every man’s skull' was literally split-open with the sabres
of our horsemen, and they lay stréiched upon the ground
in gliastly. groups.”

From this sad scenery of war, as exhibited in the relics
of a baule-field, we must hasten on with the gallant gen-
eral, who renewed with yet decper verdure the laurels of
Niagara on the summits of Cerro/Gordo. Scolt was no
distant spectator of the combat.,/ He had called others to
the field, and he shared its dangers himself. Hawving pre-
pared all things for the storm of the tower, (called by the
Mexicans the Telegraph,) he took post at the point'€ol.
Harney charged, and under the heavy. fire of the enemy’s
artillery.  "T'here he witnessed -the .gallant charge; and
there he encouraged the troops. It was then that he thus
addressed  Colonel Harney, (between\ whiom ‘and himself
there had been some.coolness ;) *“ Colenel Harney, I ¢an-
not now adequately express my admiration of your gallant
achievement, but at the proper time [ shall take great
pleasure in thanking you in proper terms.” Harney, with
the modesty of true valor, claimed the praise as due to His

officers and men.

At this time Captain Patten, an excellent officer of the
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3d infantry, was wounded, lu.\mg a part of his left hand
It was in the midst of the thunder-crash of battle, when
the dying fell thickest, and when the crisis was at hand.
It was a plunging fire ; and after thus wounding Captain
Patten, the ball struck a rock which it broke into frag-
ments, one of which cut down and wounded the second
sergeant of Captain Putten’s company.

While Captain Patten was yet in the field, holding with
his right hand the arm of the shattered left, General Scott
rode slowly by, ** under a canopy,” to use Captain Patten’s
expression, “ of cannon-balls.,” Seeing a wounded man,
and supposing him to be a soldier, he exclaimed, slacking
his pace, “ There is a brave soldier badly wounded, 1
fear;” and then, being told by an officer that it was Cap-
tain Patten, the general halted, and called to Captain Pat-
ten to inquire the nature of the wound ; but in the roar of
battle he was not heard.

Captain Patten spoke with enthusiasm as well of the
calm and soldierly bearing of his gallant commander, amid
the thickest and hottest of this murderous cannonade, as
of his ready sympathy with, and atiention to the wounded
men and officers.

When the battle was closed, the hoped-for victory had
become reality, and the future no longer absorbed” all the
mind, Scott hastened to the sidé of the wounded. It was
from a hospital of wounded and sick, that his first official

report, dated April 19th, was despatched. An officer who

was present in these scenes, relates that General Scott
visited in person the wounded; and saw, himself, that they
were attended in the best manner. His 'men were in all
cases, when the events of the campaign allowed him any

time for thought on other subjects, his first care. He
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was ever as humane as heroic. He attended the bedside
of the sick with cholera in the Northwest, and he now vis-
ited-and aided, in"the hospitals of the wounded of Cerro
Gordo. . Svon -after this event, and on the occupation of
Jalapa, he caused the removal of the wounded and sick
to the more comfortable and healthier quarters in that
town. Among these was the brave Shields, in whose
dangerous condition he deeply sympathized.

It will berecollected that SantaAnna’s carriage, with a
large amount of specie, was caplured, just afler the Mexi-
can army fled from the field, Whatever of this property
belunged personally to Santa Anna, Scotl was most care-
ful to return to his agent and man jof business. i was a
principle with General Scoll, which he has most carelully
carried out, that war was not a scheme for robbery, but
the honorable contest of nations, for national rights, 1le
suffcrs no plumh r of prn.m pln;nll\' no d;.,"f(!:HIUII on
the nights of citizens, and he is.most anxious to vimdicate
the American suldier and theé American name f{rom that
barbarism which would convert war into the pillage of
plunderers, and the glory of victory into the grossuess of
brutality. The fullowing is the official despaich of the
commander-in-chief :—

Prax ver Rio, 50 miles frour ¥Vera Cruz,

HeanararTers oF THE ArMy,
Aprd 19, 1547, g

S : The plan of attack, sketched in General Orders, No.
111, forwarded herewith, was finely executed by this gallant
army, before two o'¢lock vy . yesterday.« We are quite em-
barrassed with the results of victory—prisoners of war, heavy
orduance, field batteries, small-arms, and accoutrements.

About 3,000 men luid down their arms, with the usual

i
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proportion of field and company officers, besides five generals,
several of them of great distinetion—Pinson, Jarrero, La

Vega, .\'v:rin.'gu, and Obando. A sixth general, \’asquez.,

was killed in defending the battery (tower) in the rear of the
whole Mexican army, the capture of which gave us those
glorious results.

Our loss, though comparatively small in numbers, has
been serious. Brigadier-general Shields, a commander of
activity, zeal, and talent, is, | fear, if not dead, mortally
wourded. He is some five miles from me at the moment.
The field of operations covered many .miles, broken by
mountains and deep chasms, and I have not & report, as yet,
from any division or brigade.

Twiggs' division, followed by Shields’ (now Col. Baker’s)
brigade, are now at or near Xalapa, and Worth’s division is
in route thither, all pursuing, with good resvlts, as I learn,
that part of the Mexican army—perhaps six or seven thou-
sand men—who had fed' before our right bad carried the
tower, and gained the Xalapa road.

Pillow’s brigade alone, is near me at this depot of wounded,
sick, and prisoners ; and | have time only to give from him
the names of 1st Lieut. F. B. Nelson, and 2d C. G. Hill, both
of the 2d Tennessee foot, (Haskell’s regiment,) among the
killed, and in the brigade 108, of all ranks, killed or wounded.

Among the latter, the gallant Brigndi:\r.gvn(-rnl himself
has & smart' wound in the arm, but not disabled ; and Major
R. Farqueson, 2d Tennessee, Captain H. P, Murray, 2d
Lieut. G T. Sutherland, 1st Liegt. W. P. Hale, Adjutant,
all of the'same regiment, séverely, and 1st Lieut. W- Year.
wood, mortally wounded. And I know, from personal obser.
vation on the ground, that 1st Lieut, Ewell, of the rifles, if
not now dead, was mortally wounded in entering, sword in
hand, the intrenchments around the captured tower.

2d Lieut. Derby, topographical engineers, I also saw, at

R2
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the same pluace, severely wounded, and Captain Patten, 24
United States Infantry, lost his right band. Major Sumner,
2d United States dragoons, was slightly wounded the day be-
fore,and Capt. Johnston, topographical engineers, (now Lieut:-
colonél of infantry,) was very severely wounded some days
earlier .while reconnoitring. . 1 must not omit to add that
Capt, Mason, and 2d Lieut. Davis, both of the rifles, were
among the very severely wounded in storming the same
tower.

I estimate our total loss, in killed and wounded, may be
about 250, and that of the enemy-at 350. In the pur-
suit towards Xalapa (25 miles hence) I learn we bave added
much to the énemy’s loss in prisoners, killed, and wounded.
In| fact, ¥ suppos¢ his retreating ariny to be nearly dis-
organized, and hence my haste to follow, in am hour or two, to
profit by events.

In this hurried-and imperfect report’} must not omit to say
that Brigadier-general Twiggs, in~ passing the mountain-
range beyond Cerro, Gordo, crowned with the tower, detached
from. his division, as 1 suggested the day before, a strong
force to-carry that height, which commanded the Xalapa
road at the foot, and could not-fail, if carried, to cut off the
whole, or any part of the enemy’s forces, from a retreat in
any direction:

A portion of the 1st artillery, under the' often-distinguish-
ed Brevet Colonel Childs, the 3d infantry, under Captain
Alexander, the 7th _infantry, under Lieut.-colonel Plymton,
and the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the temporary
command of Colonel Harney, 2d-dragoons, during the.con-
finement to his bed of Brevet Brig.-general P. F. Smith,
composed ‘that detachment. The style of execution, which
Lhad the pleasure to wilness, was most brilliant and decisive.

The brigade ascended the long aud difficnlt slope of Cerre
Gordo, without shelter, and under the tremendous fire of
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artillery and musketry with the utmost steadiness, reached
the breastworks, drove the epemy from them, planted the

colors of the 1st artillery, 3d and 7th infantry—the enemy’s

flag still flying—and, afler some minutes’ sharp firing, finish-

ed the conquest with the bayonet.

It is & most pleasing duty to say that the highest praise is
due ‘to Harney, Childs, Plymton, Loring, Alexander, their
gallant officers and men, for this brilliant service, independent
of the great results which soon followed.

Worth’s division of regulars coming up at this time, he
detached Brevet Lieutenant-colonel C. F. Smith, with his
light battalion, to support the assault, but not in time. The
general, reaching the tower a few minutes before me, and
observing a white flag displayed from the nearest portion of
the enemy towards the batteries beiow, sent out Colonels
Harney and Childs to hold & parley. The surrender follow-
ed in an hour oritwo.

Major-general Patterson left a sick-bed to share in the
dangers and fatigues of the day ; and after the surrender went
forward to command the advanced forces towards Xalapa.

Brig.-general Pillow and his brigade twice assaulted with
great daring the enemy’s line of batteries on our left ; and
though without success, they contributed much to distract
and dismay their immediate opponents.

President Santa Anna, with Generals Canalizo and Al-
monte, and some six or eight thousand men, escaped towards
Xalapa just before Cerro Gordo was carried, and before
Twiggs’ division reached the National road above.

I have determined 1o parole the prisoners—officers and
men—as | have not the means of feeding them here, beyond
to-day, and cannot afford to detach a heavy body of horse and
foot, with wagons, to accompany them to Vera Cruz. Our
baggage train, though increasing,/is not half large enough to

give an assured-progress to this army.
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Besides, a greater number of prisoners would, probably,
escape from the escort in the long and deep sandy road,
without subsistence—ten to one~—than we shall find again,
out of the same body of men, in the ranks opposed to us.
Not ane of the Vera Cruz prisoners is-believed to have been
in the lines of Cerro Gordo. Some six of the officers, highest
in;rank, refuse to give their paroles, except to go to Vera
Cruz, and thence, perhaps, to the United States.

The small.arms '&nd accoutrements, being of no value to
our army here or at home, I have ordered them to be destroy-
ed ; for we have not the means of transporting them. I am,
also, somgwhat embarrassed with the pieces of artillery,
all bronze, which ‘'we have captured. It would take a
brigade, and half the mules of our army, to transport them
fifty miles.

A field battery I shall take for service with the army ; but
the heavy metal must be collected, and left here for the
present. We have our own siege-train and the proper
carriages with us.

Being much. occupied with the prisoners, and all the details
of a formard movement, besides looking to the supplies which
are to follow from Vera Cruz, I have time to add no more—
intending to be at Xalapa early to-morrow. Wae shallnot,
probably, again meet with serious opposition this side of
Perote—certainly not, unless delayed by the want of the
means of transportation.

I have the hovor to remain, sir, with high respect, your
most obedient servant,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. Wx. L. Marcy, Secretary of War.

From the field of Cerro Gordo the rout of the Mexi-
can army was complete. JaLari was entered on the 19th,

The strong position of La Hova was abandoned, with its
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artillery and works ; and on the 22d of April, Worth and
his division occupied the strong castle and town of Perore!
Here fifty-four pieces of cannon, and mortars, (both bronze
and iron,) eleven thousand cannon-balls, fourieen thou-
sand bombs, and five hundred muskets, swelled the vast
amount of the munitions of war captured from the army of
Mexico !

On the 15th of May, General Worth, after encountering

but little resistance, entered tlie ancient city of Puebla,

Thus, in a campaign which extended only from the 12th
of March to the 15th of May, the city of Vera Cruz
had been besieged and taken, the famed castle of San
Tuan d’Ulloa had fallen, the bautle of Cerro Gordo was
fought and won, the city of Jalapa taken, the castle and
town of Perote captured, and the firie Gity of Puebla occu-
pied! Ten thousand men made prisoners of war, seven
bundred splendid cannon, ten thousand stand of arms,
thirty thousand shells and shot, were the spoils of the tri-
umphant victories which had attended the American army,
in' a campaign of only two months! History has few
parallels for such rapid and such brilliant achievements !
Bat a few months before, an unguarded expression®had
made WinrFiELD Scorr the mark of a nmbald ndicule!
Now, the government journal pronounces his campaigo
the rival of European splendor in war, eloquence is fervid
in.ts declamatory praises; and the, more just-and grateful
septiment of the people renders back to the commander
at Cerro Gordo, the admiration so gloriously won on the
memorable plains of Niagara !
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In-a morning of the beautiful month of May, and with-
in the tropical zone, the American’ army of the-north
entered the *:City of the Angels ;" in the Spanish tongue,
Puebla de los Angelos. They camwe with the renown,
sounding far'in advance, of San Juan de Uloa captured,
and the heights of Cerro Gorde victoriously stormed.
Theyhad landed on the shores of the Mexican Gulf,
intrenched ‘themselves in the wind-driven sands, battered
the’ defénces 'of Vera €ruz, received the surrender of the
castle, and marched two hundred miles into the land of
the Spanish-Aziec Americans. The National Bridge had
been passed, Jul.'_lpu had surrendered, Perote made ne
resistance;. and now-the  bold -invaders of  Mexico-ar=

I
proached a city surrounded by the monuments of anciei
civilization, and deemed fit, 1n the warm imagination of
southern climes, for celestial residents. It was natural
that such an army, the heralds too of a new and ex
traordinary republic, should be received by the inhabitanis
with mingled’ feelings of fear, surprise, and curiosity
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Accordingly, the citizens of Puebla crowded the street
and filled the balconies on the line with spectators.
Near noon the division of Worth entered the city, the
artillery and infantry forming in the square, and the train
of wagons extending from the street of Mercadores to the
bridge of Nocte Bucna.! The troops were fatigued with
their march; and needed both rest and refreshment. This
weary aspect, the fact that many of them had been ill, the
common gray undress uniform, and the plain truth that
they were neither gianis nor centaurs, disappointed the
vivid imaginations of the Mexicans of Puebla, who had
supposed that the conquerors of Cerro Gordo were some-
l]lll)g ll)IH'Vl'“(tl;.\ in ;l;r}n-;n‘.‘mc'f or :«'npe'rhmn;m in p-m‘cr.
The spectators turned from the scene with surprise, and

asked themselves, How have these men become the con-

querors of Mexico?

Oge of the most intelligent of the Mexican citizens,
writing from/ Pueblaitwo days afier the entrance of the
American army, thus expresses his disappointment at the
appearance of that army, and endeavors 1o solve the prob-
lem proposed by its achievements : —

““ Nor does their armameént seem to me any thing ex-
traordinary. Ina word, except the draught-horses, which
are very good, [ assure you, withoul exaggerauon, that
these men. bring nothing that we have not séen a thou-
sand times. Eyven the jmmense number of their wagons
1S not a prm:lﬁf large stores. | The wagonsare all empty,

and I undersiood their principal use to be for the trans-

port of troops. How, then, have they done what they

! Laottér from a'mative of Puebla, dated May 16th, and publhed im

won [imes.
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have? How have they continually beaten our army,
which not only surpasses them in appearance—for that is
unquestionable—but in my opinion has real and positive
advantages over them ! Every one asks this question, to
which ‘there is but one reply. Their leaders, and par-
ticularly 'the colonels of regiments, are old gray-haired
men. Their gray hairs ‘explain the phenomenon. This
makes me still rely on our soldiers, and gives me for the
fature somée liopes, which we require more than ever.”

This solution of the problem was at least partially cor-
rect. The officers of the American army have expe-
rience, skill, and science. Many of them served in the
campaigns of 1813; 1814, and 1815, against the veteran
soldiers of Great Britain ; many of them were bred at the
military school at'\ West Point—the equal, and in some
things the superior, of any school of military instruction
in the world. All of ‘them' have been accustomed to the
discipline of their profession, and are perfectly acquainted
with the “superior energies which the republican habits
and intellectual vivacity of théir countrymen have devel-
oped in war, The army of the United States is not in-
trusted to weak or-ill-instructed hands; but to officers
gkilled in the science and experience of the duties of the
military art—a fact as honorable to the legislative sagacity
of the republic, as its achievements in arms have proved
dlustrious in history.

The 'soldiers ' piled their arms in the public square,
and althongh surrounded by thousands of a hostile popu-
lation, lay down to sleep, in perfect confidence that the
enemy could not and dare” not disturb them, No higher

Letter of the native of Puebla.
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evidence conld be given of that sense of absoluté superi-

onty and of resistless energy, which is uniformly felt by
American troops—the sense that they are predestined to
victory, no. matler by whom, in what numbers, or in what
manner, opposed. On the following day they took pos-
session of the hills of Loreto and Guadaloupe, and artil-
lery was sent to the hill of San Juan. General Worth
paid the compliment of a visit 1o the 'Blsllnp of Puebla,
and the bishop, in returning it, was received at the quarters
of Worth with the honors paid 1o a general. Affably and
respectiully did the Amerncan officers mingle with the
people; and for a time the stem countenance of war
seemed to be- lighted up with the smiles of beneficence,
and its fearful sirifes deferred to a peaceful harmony.

The city of Pugsra is situated on that vast plain which,
in its height above the sea and the character of its pro-
duetions, is the most singular portion of the earth.

This plain is seven thousand feet high, and although
wholly within the torrid zone, is called the tierras frias,
or the cold grounds. The climate of a country depends
as much upon altitude as latitude, and hence these lofty
plains are called cold, and really produce thie grains and
fruits of the most temperate climes.,! Wheat of the finest
quality, our Indian corn, barley, and fruits peculiar to this
region, constitute the staple productions and elementary
food of the iphabitants. , Within this tropical but really
temperate zone of lofty plains, and’ encireled by the sub-
lime range of the Cordilleras, lies the province of Puebla.
Is sull is scattered over with and partly composed of

! Humboldt’s Travels in New Spain.
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' The lava 18

the volcanic remains of ancient convulsions.
strewed over the ground in different varieties, bearing a
resemblance.-to the cinders of an iron-furnace. On.the
tops of the highest and most magnificent mountains may
be found  the craters ' whence in ages past have streamed
out these rich but dangerous ingredients of the soil.
Yet, with all this; the eartli is\there garnished with but
little of that beauty of foliage and that abundance of vege-
tab'e production which go distinguishes the great alluvials
of the United States of the north. | The cactus, that dis-
criminating, inhabitant of barren lands, is still frequent,
and, except within a few miles of Puebla, the whole road

from Veta Cruz to that city presents but a few scrubby
YI )

bushes, some palms, and this unproductive cactus, called
in this country the prickly-pear® / In the neighborhood
of Puebla, cultivated fields and /waving grain indicate
that lusbandry has resumed its occupation, and that man,
a residentof cities; has highet demands for food and lux-
ury than the nataral fruits or natural grasses can supply
He is still, however, the'man of two thousand years ago
Time, which has revolutionized empires and established
the supremacy of science in other lands, has left the
Spanish Aztec, the unchanged image of his ancient fa-
thers, in the indolence of his life and the fixedness of his
Babits, © In wvain has invention created arts; and genius
stariled a world with its wonderful achievements, He
uses the plough of two thousand years since, employs
oxen instead of horses, folds his arms in contemptupus

pride, and sees the world, and its exbibitions of power

! Waddy Thompson’s Recollections of Mexico, page 17.
¥ Tind
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and wonder i science, pass by him, with the frigidity of
mndolence and the indifference of contempt! In this state
was: once one of the most numerous populations of the
ancient Mexicans, yet it now scarcely contains fifty to a
square mile—a number large compared with most of the
provinces of Mexico, yet small compared with the popu-
lous nations which inhabited here in the time of Cortez.!
It was then the seat of the Tlascalans and Cholulans—
people who had advanced far in the arts, and whose
monaments were among the greatest.of thg earth. Six
miles from the present city of Puebla was the great city
of Cholula, which once contained two hundred thousand
inhabitants, and where Cortez beheld the towers of four
hundred idoltemples! Of this-great citynot a vestige
remains'! Not & brick nor a stone stands upon another!
One monument stands in gloomy and solitary grandeur
amidst the vast plain which surrounded it} This is the
great pyramid, truncated at top, and supposed to have
been dedicated to the worship of the gods of the Aztecs.
This pyramid is one of the most remarkable among the
ruins of ancient nations. It is 1440 feet on the side, at
the base, 177 feet in height, and 45,210 square feet on
the summit.?

In the midst of these ruins of ancient empires, sur-
rounded by these mouniains; upon this high plain, looking
opt upon these lava-coverad ficlds, and throigh the clear,
vivid, brilliant aunosphere of tropical highlands, 1s the
city of Puebla. It now contains about eighty thousand

' Cortez and Beraal Diax

T Waddy Thompeon's Recollections of Mexico,

* Descnption of Humboldt
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inhabitants. It is a beautiful city, well built, with lofty
houses, hroad streets, and fine public buildings.! Here,
at two-hundred-miles from the city of Vera Cruz on the
Gulf of Mexico, and ninety from Mexico, the heart of the
Aztec empire, the small but-brave and glorious army of
Scott arrived onthe 15th-of ‘May, 1847. With com-
plexions: sallowed, ‘and disabled | by the unwholesome
climate 'of Vera Cruz—in the gray undress uniform of the
United States, and wearied with..many miles of tedious
march, the army entered this Mexican city, 1o surprise ils
inhabitants as much by the inferiority of its appearance
as it had done by the greatness of its deeds. Were these
indeed to be the conquerors of Mexico? Where were the
fur-famed heroes of Cerro Gordo? 'Time, however, was
to convince the Pueblans, in a yet more slariling manner,
that the energy of the American soldier could be revived
1o greater actions, and the glory of former battles be ob-
scured by the brightiess of thosé to come.

The aniny,as it entered Paebla, was stated by a Mexi-
can /eyeswituess to have numbered four thousand two
hnndred and ninety effective men, with thirteen pieces
of artillery? This was the marching force at that
point. On that day and at that place the number given
was very nearly correct. Scoll’s force at that time capa-
ble of marching on Mexico did not exceed four thousand
Sfive hundred” men. A slight review of the preceding
events and circumstances will explain this fact, and show
that such wus a necessary consequence ol the measures
takenrby the government, and the losses necessanly sus-

! Letter fromn o pative of Puebla
* 1bid
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tained in a distant campaign in a foreign land. In May,
1846, Congress had authorized the President to call out
fifty thousand volunteers, Twenty-three regiments had
been called out in May and June.. The time for which
they were called out was but twelve wonths, and expired

in May, 1847. Several of these regiments were in the
army of Scott, and bad been discharged on the way to
Puebla. Sickness also had been rife among the troops.
The camp dysentery, so common and so fatal among
armies, bad disabled many and destroyed others. Az
Vera Cruz, at Cerro Gordo, and in other engagements
and skirmishes, not a few of the brave men who landed
in Mexico had fallen a sacrifice 1o the bloody rites of war.

The army, when concentrated at_the Island of Lobos,
had numbered fourteen thonsand men; but thus re-
duced by sickness, by discharges, and by death, in ad-
diticn ' to the garrisons required, not rnorev than five thou-
sand (exclusive' of the garrison of Jalapa) capable of
moying in arms could beassembled o march against the
capital of Mexico. What were they 10 do? Were the
laurels of many battles and the glory of victorious gam-
paigns to-be risked, in the heart of a hostile nation, with
so small a band? Already had complaints of delay been
made and repeated by the unthinking friends of the ad-
ministration. - They secemed 1c imagine that armies had
nothing 1o do but march and (fight, and that these should
Be donie, by Americans; with a-speed which ‘strpassed all
human experience; that they neither required sleep nor
bread, baggage nor transportation ; but thay, heedless of
supphes and regardiess of oppositien, they should burry
on to the end, nvalling the winds, and trusting in a pre-
destined victory! Such a cowpliment was not unde-

82 14
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served by the skilful commander and heroic soldiers of
the army of Mexico; but even they ought not to have
been expected 1o perform such unprecedented achieve-
ments. . With this small array, however, impelled by the
natural ardor of a/successful general, and in reliance upon
the ‘invincible energies/of the American soldier, would
Scott have proceeded at onee 1o the city of Mexico, but
for other and: unexpected interferences.

The cabinet at Washington had from the commence
ment-of the war professed an anxious desire to terminate
the controversy with Mexico, in any way honorable to the
United States: - General Scott, animated by the same
desire,'and conscious that no useful end was tobe gained
by carrying the terrors of martial law among the people of
Mexico, beyond that of securing-a permanent peace, had
already addressed from Jalapa;.a humane and reasoning
proclamation to the Mexican pepple, staling 10 them the
plain faets_ in their-own condition, the events of the war,
the mnskilfulness of their leaders, the burdens imposed
upon them, and the already foreshadowed resalts of this
drama of conquest.~'This document' is one of the finest
specimens of military literature, both for the matter it
contains and the manner of ils coniposition. Having re-
cited the civil and military evenits which prt,‘(*(‘d;:tl the
battle of Cerro Gordo, the commander of the anby pro-
ceeds to say-—

Finally, the bloody event of Cerro Gordo has shown the
Mexican nation what it may reasonably expect if it -JJonger
continues blind 't6 the true situation in 'whieh it has been

! Scott's Proclamation, dated Jalapa, May 11, 1847
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placed by some generals, whom it has most distinguished
and in whom it has most confided.

The hardest heart would be moved to grief in contem.
plating the battle-fields of Mexico a moment after the last
struggle. Those generals whom the pation has, without
service rendered, paid for so many years, with some honor-
able exceptions, have in the day of peed betrayed it by their
example or unskilfulness. On that field, among the dead
and dying, are seen no proofs of military honor, for they are
reduced to the sad fate of the soldier—the same on every
occasion, from Palo Alto to Cerro Gordo—the dead to remain
unburied, and the wounded abandoned to the charity ano
clemency of the conqueror. Soldiers who go to fight ex-
pecting such a recompense, deserve to be classed among the
best in the world, since they are stimulated by no hope of
ephemeral glory, of regret, of remembrance, or even of a
grave,

Again, Mexicans of honorable pride—contemplate the lot
of peaceful and laborious citizens in all classes of your so-
giety. The possessions of the Church menaced and held out
as an inciteément to revolution and anarchy ; the fortune of
the rich proprietors pointed out for plunder to the ill.disposed ;
the merchant and the artisan, the laborer and the manufac-
turer, burdened with contributions, excises, monopolies, taxes
upon consumption, surrounded with restrictions and charged
with odious internal customs; the man of letters and the
statesman, the man of liberal knowlédge who dares to speak,
persecuted without trinl by some factions or by the rulers
who abuse their power; criminals unpunished and set at
liberty, as were those of Perote—is this, then, Mexicans, the
liberty which you enjoy ?

I will not believe that the Mexicans of the present day are

> .
wanting in courage to confess errors which do not dishonos
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them, and to adopt a system of frue liberty, of peace, and
union with their brethren and neighborsof the porth ; neither
will T believe that they are ignorant of the falsity of the
calumnies of the press, intended to excite hostility. Nol
public sentiment /is-not to be created or animated by false.
hood. We have not profaned your temples; nor abused your
women, nor seized your properly, as they would have yon
believe.

We' 'say this ‘with pride, and we eonfirm it by your own
bishops, and by the clergy of Tampico, T'uspan, Matamoras,
Monterey, Vera Cruz, and Jalapa, and by all the authorities
civil\and 'religious, and the inhabitunts of every town we
have occupied: ‘We adore the sameé*God, and a large por-
tion of our army,as well 'asof the population of the United
States, are’ Catholics, like ypurselves. We punish erime
wherever we find it, and réward merit and virtue.

The army of the United States.réspects, and will always
respect, private property of every-description, and the prop-
erty of the Mexican church.

Mexicans! the-past cannot bé remedied, but the future
may be provided for. ' Repeatedly have I shown you that
the government and people of the United States desire peace,
desire your sinceré friendship.

Abandon, then, rancorous prejudices, cease to be the sport
of individual ambition, and conduet yourselves like a great
American nation: leave off at once colonial habits, and
learn to be truly free, truly républican, and you will beeome
prosperous and happy, for you possess all the elements to be
9. Remember that you are Americans, and that your hap-
piness is not to come from Europe.

I desire, in conclusion, to declare, and with equal frank.
sess, that, if pecessary, an army of one hundred thousand
sould promptly be brought, and that the United States would
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not terminate their differences with Mexico (if compelled to
do so by force of arms) in’any manner uncertain, precari-
ous, or dishonoring 10 yourselves. I should insult the intelli.
gent of this country if I had any doubt of their acquaintance
with this truth.

The order to form guerilla parties to attack ‘us, I assure
you can procure nothing but evil to your country, and ne
evil to our army, which will know how to proceed agains
them ; and if, so far from conciliating, you suceeed in irm-
tating, you will impose upon us the hard necessity of retalia-
tion, and then you cannot blame us for the consequences
which will fall upon yourselyes.

I am marching with my army upon Puebla and Mexico—
{ do not conceal it ; from those capitals | shall again address
you. I désire peace, friendship, and union—it is for you to
select whether you prefer war; under any circumstances, be
assured [ shall not fail my word.

WINFIELD SCOTT.

This proclamation, contains one of the best and most
correct pictures of the conduct of the Mexican army, and
the real operations of its government, anywhere to be
found. Jtis true that it was (with a few honorable ex-
ceptions) the. Mexican officers and not the soldiers who
had been wanting in skill, energy, or courage. The
battle-fields, as here depicted, were strewed with the
dead soldiers of the Mexican army; but in some instances

the officers had retreated in haste, in some they were
unwilling to fight, and io all they had shown a deficiency

in military education, utterly incompetent to meet in sue
cessful contest the superior skill and the wonderfully
developed power of modern military science. It was

true, also, that the goveenment of Mexico was one of une-
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qual burdens and of unstable power. It depended rather
upon the will of military chiefs than the affections of the
people. It imposed burdens by caprice rather than prin-
ciple. It fettered trade by restrictions alike unjust and
unnecessary. It was true, and as honorable as trae, that
thé army of Scott had signalized the humanity of modern
warfare by a forbearance of all the’ barbanties of con-
quest. It had seized no individual property, destroyed
no church siructures, violated no private rights, and im-
posed no contributions upon a prosirate population. The
armies of Mexico were indeed swept from its paths with
the fearful might of destruction, but they were swept
away only in pursuance of the acknowledged rights of
war. and- left behind no mournful evidences of a vindic-
tive malice. It was war and not barbarism which bore
over the fields of Mexico the /unfolded banner of the
Notth American republic.

Suieh was the professed disposition of the United States
government {owards Mexico, such the address of General
Scott,'and such the humane” manner in which the war
Had been carried | on, whenan agent of the cabinet in
Washington arrived” in Mexico lo negotiale peace. ‘This
person was Mr. Nicholas P, Trist, chief clerk in the de-
partment of state. From the hostile attitude of the two
governments towards each other, he could not come in the
characterof a regularly appointed envoy—a character only
consistent with a state of peace. He did come, however,
with certain letters from the cabinet at Washington to

persons in Mexico, and with powers, on certain terms, as

a commissioner. to conclude a treaty of peace. Mzr.

: Mr. Polk’s official commission to Trist.
.

REASONS FOR REMAINING AT PUEBLA. 215

Trist arrived at Jalapa just before Scott’s departure for
Puebla, and immediately intimated a desire to transmit cer-
tain papers to the Mexican government. If the proposi-
tions they contained were acceptable to the authorities in
Mexico, they necessarily implied a cessation of hostilities
while the negotiations proceeded. Such was the condi-
tion of affairs at Puebla in the beginning of June. With
the government cominissioner anxious for peace, and actu-
ally seeking opportunities of negotiation, on the one hand,
and with an army-diminished (including all its disposable
force) in effective men to less than five thousand, Scott,
anxious 1o go forward, and looking with hope to the con-
summation of the campaign in the city of Mexico, was
yet compelled, by considerations both civil and military.
to remain in Puebla.

The malitary reasons why the army should remain at
Puebla till reinforced, were of the strongest kind, and
demanded the serious attention of the boldest commander,
even if convinced of the entire infallibility of his troops.
The event proved their foree and the superior sagacity of
the general, who, hopeful of the highest glory, and antick
pating only victory, sacrificed this ardor of actionde high
prudential considerations. Theése reasons were: 1st. If
the entire five thousand men then at Puebla could be
placed at once in the city of Mexico; they were barely
sufficient to constitute a cCommoi- ZRiTison, lmputcnl to
move in any direction, or 10 overawe the Mexican govern-
ment by any demonstrative movemeant. 2d. In this de-
fensive, shut-up position, they must remain for months,
before reinforcements could arrive' sufficiently strong to

¥ he brgads of Pierce did not arrive st Puobla till the 5th of August.
—See Scott’s official despatch, (No. 34,) dated September 18th.
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authorize any offensive movement. 3d. The main body
of the army of Santa Anna was yet unbroken, and at this
period it would have been his policy to leave the Amen-
can army. to sbut sell up in Mexico, while he fell, in
succession, onthe advancing bodies of new troops march-
ing o reinforee” Scott. ¥ whis; he would eithér have
defeated thiem or-have prevented their junction. 4th. Al-
varez. with-a division of four thousand mén, was within
striking distance of Puebla.! and on:the advance of Scolt
to Mexico would bave taken posSession of-the post he
left. and‘cut off all/ communication with his rear.? In fine,
it is only remarkable that the commander or his officers
should have at-all entertained the idea of advancing with
go stnall ‘@ force. 'That persons-in the United States
should hiave thought their delay singular, only proved that
they were very liule acquainted with military affairs, and
thiat they believed, that by some_extraordinary decree of
Heaven the army was’ rendered /invulnerable to ‘misfor-
tuné; and predestined to inevitable victory. It has, in-
deed, realized such a destiny; but only by science the
most accomplished, by sagacity the most penetrating; and
by valor-thenost indomitable. The children of destiny
are first made such by the energy of their own character,
and the superiority of their own minds.

Such was the necessity, both civil and military, which
constraimed “General ‘Scott to restrain his desiré to}ads
vance, and maintain the army at Paeblal Nor was'#

i Mr. Kendall's letter, dated October 15th, 1847,

2 Lot the reader recollect, that notwithst anding all the reinforcemeuts
which arrived botween May nad September, General Scolt’s communica
tions with Vera Oruz wers cut -off during the whola period for want of

troops to keep them open !
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unemployed or useless delay. Whatéver gives an army
discipline gives it strength. More than thirty years pre-
vious, Scott had, in the camp at Buffalo, availed himsalf of
such an opportunity o drill and discipline the men whose
valor and firmness had withstood the veteran troops of
Great Britain on the fields of Chippewa and Niagara.
Such experience was not lost. The divisions of \'V-('vrlh,

m
IP'wiggs, and Quitman, were drawn out and constantly

drilled on the plains bordering Puebla, 1ill their discipline

was complete.! Thus was perfected the only remaining
element which was necessary 1o give an unexampled :‘mc‘-
cess to the arms of the United States in the republic of
Mexico.

In the mean while, the ¢abinet at Washington had be-
come awakened. to the necessity of reinforcing the army
of Scout, left alone in the midst of hostile niillions. Coni-
gress had authorized the enlistment of ten new regiments,
and the business of recruiting was rapidly carried on.
Recruuing~sl;uh.‘ns were established in the ; rincipal inte-
rior towns of the United States, and the spirit of adyen-
ture, ithe high pay, and the bounty lands so liberally
offered by the government, were rapidly filling the ex-
hausted ranks of the army. New volunteer h‘;;nnrnl»
were called out; but this resonrce was not mkm_“” 100
late to supply the places of the levy of 1846, whose time
expired inMay. General S¢ott had been obliged to dis-
charge the portion of these etonnected/with h;.;t army, at
Jalapa. - The want of foresight in not preparing !’wr’l!ns

event was the real reason why the army of Scolt was
p > g o

1all’s Jetier, of October 156th, 184

{
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numerically, too small to advance, without hazard, at ence
from Puebla.

Soon after Scott arrived at that place the garrison of
Jalapa was broken up, the army not being strong enough
to' spare such a detachment. Perote was made a dépét,
and-the line of communication was left without defence
—ono of the few examples of a general trusting to the
innate energies of his army, leaving it alone in.an enemy’s
colinitry, without any provision for retreat. This measure
was, however, one of negessity ; for, taking the received
maxims of war as the rule, the garrisons alone necessary
to keep opeii the line, would have consumed the entire
army !

On the 5th of May a large train; under the.command
of ‘Colonel M‘Intosh, left Vera Cruz for the army. It
consisted of one hundred and thriy-two wagons, six han-
dred_pack-mules; and about - eight hundred men, This
corps was attacked by a strong body of guerillas at Passo
de Ovejas. The gm-nl]ds were p:xrliull_v successful,
although ‘the detachment-made good its defence. The
Americans lost thirty tnen, killed and wounded, thirty-five
wagons, and two hundred mules. This was a seriolis
check ; but was soon remedied by new reinforcements,
On the 10th of May General Cadwallader marched to the
aidof -M<Intosh with six hundred men, from Vera Cruz,
composed, chiefly of the new regiment of voltigeurs, ac-
companicd with six howitzers. A junction was made,
and the detachment, now fourteen hundred strong, with
its train, moved on, to join as soon as possible the main
army.

On the 17th of May General Pillow left Vera Cruz

with another detachment of about one thousand men,
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At a subsequent period General Pierce was also sent for-
ward, with about two thousand five hundred.

Thus, by

successive additions W rec
uccessive additions of new recruits, the government was

o '3 o’ -
able, after two months’ delay, to increase the army. of

General Scott to a number short of eleven thousand avail-
able men. With this number, in the early part of August,
the army moved 1o the conquest of Mexico—the capital of
the Spanish Aztec nation! Iis progress, its victories, its
heroic eonduet, and its wonderful ur'lnm(‘m-‘n(s, we must
now pursue, record, and, as far as possible, spread out,
for the admiration of all true lovers of the great and
heroic in martial achievement.

L
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CHAPTER XI.

Strength of the Army—Reinforcements- Divisions of the Ammy.—
Murch from Poebla.—Hoespitals of Puebla ~Yolcano of Popocatupetl —
Pass of Rio Frio—View of Mexico—Valley of Mexico—Lakes—
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the 18th,

We have already said that Scott’s army in Puebla, on
the 1st day of June, 1847, did not exceed five thousand
effectives,—that is; capable of marching and fOghung.
From Vera Cruz to Puebla, the road had been strewed
with the sick, or languishing—the convalescent invalids,
or the wounded,—whao had been left in depots or were in
the moveable ]ll)\‘pll{l"i of the army. Here we should
recollect, and. consider caréfully, the wide and . important
difference which exists between a mere detachment of an
army, or light division. moving rapudiy through a country
for temporary purposes, and a regularly organized army,
equipped to remain _in the midst of a hostile ration, and,
therefore, obliged to supply all its. own ‘wants. The
former being small, and moving rapidly for a short time,
either has no sick and \\uundcd, or depends upon trans-
porting - them -in_wagons or leaving them to the privale
kindness of the inhabitants /of the country. On the
other hand, a regularly organized army, subsisting in the
heart of an enemy’s couniry, must pmndu iself with

T2
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hospitals and depots, éither moveable or stationary; and
must there leave all the provisions, guards, men, and
equipments, which are necessary to maintain these depots,
and secure their safety and comfort. = M these are
stationary in towns, (as they should be,) then garrisons
mist be left ‘with them. If moveable, from camp to
camp, they require a large ‘namber of wagons, a nu-
merous body 'of teamsters, and a yet more numerous
body of, attendants. In either case, it is not too high
an estimale to say, that an invading army, advanced
within-the ‘territory of a hostile country, requires at
least ‘one~fourth of its original pumber to be enrolled as
non-combatants, A part of these will be sick, a part
wounded, and a, large part engaged as attendants, con-
VOyS, Or garrisons. If  Scott had /left Jalapa, then, with
eight thousand effective men, he could not have had more
thari-six thousand with which/to leave Puebla. Bat
far. worsé than this was the actual fact. The inhospita-
ble climate’of México did not cease ils ravages with the
lowlands of  the coast. The record of disease in the
army-las” never been fully. unfolded. in the more un-
healthy positions on the Rio Grande, at Vera Cruz,
Tampico, Perote,' and many other places—even. at
Puebla—disease ]»ursucd the troops, and 10 the space of
one year hurried thousands to the grave. Hundredsand
thidusands of the volunteer-Tegiments also disappeared
from the army, from the effects of disease, which caused
their discharge, from voluntary absences, and from being
out off in small -parties; Nor was this all.  Desertions

' The names were recently published of no less than seven hundred

men, who died in a few mouths at Perote.
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from the regular army were frequent. No-less than
seventeen hundred were reported in a litile more than'a
year.'

Such were the causes which rapidly diminished the
number of effective troops in the field; but which
could not be properly esumated by those who looked
only to the muster-rolls' at Washington.

Three different bodies of reinforcements had lefi
Vera Cruz for Puebla, and reached there in ume for the
march on Mexico. With these, and the garrison of
J.a]u;m, the army of Scott, in the begimning ;»f August,
may be thus enumerated : -

ArMY o5 THE G618 pAY OF Avausr, 1847,
Scott’s forces at Puebla, (including all) . 7,000
Cudwallader’s Brigade, . : . . 1,400
Pillow’s “ , . 1,800
Pierce’s Corps “ 1 2400

Guarrison of Puebla, under Colonel Childs . 1,400

Total arnved at Puebla, . . - 14,009
Deduet from this, Garrison of Puebla,
with the sick in hospitals, g aal

Total marched from Puebla, 4 : . 10,738

Nor wad the want of men the only difficulty with the

troops, in preparing for its march. ~ Although the gov-
ernment (Congress)

had, in the aggregate, providéd
g ] ha ks o .~ .

amply for ‘the troops; yet the difficulty of transmtung
funds 1o distant 'posts, in-a! foreign country, withdut the

' The
Their names were recorded in the Police Gazotte
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aid of mercantile arrangements, was so great, that the
officers of the different departments, and of the line,
were—frequently much embarrassed for funds. The
merchants of  Puebla; and of Mexico generally, deal
almost altogether with England and France. They
were willing 1o buy drafis on"those countries, but not.on
our own. 'Tlie | consequence was, that the officers of
the quurmrmastcr's and commissary’s departments, had
often to. get money discounted at \a- heavy rate, for the
purchase of such sopplies, in the country, as were
needed at the moment.

Phe following pamgmph is from a.letter written on the
6th of August, at Puebla :

« General Pierce came up to-day with his;command,
bringing 'eighty-five thousand / dollars in drafts,/but not
one cent in moneys The digappeintment and vexation,
both of the gcn(‘rd-xn-rhicf‘ and/ the r;\:\x:’icrmaslcr's and

commissary’s. departments, 18 greal in the extreme, and

how they are to get along, is ‘with them an unsolved

problem:. The\ paymaster's department is no better off ;
and-the only way officers can get along to provide them-
selves with the neccessaries of life, is to first procure a
draft on one of the cities of our Union from the pay-
master, and then have 1t shaved at the rate of twenty-
five or thirty per cent. from its face. Thisisbuta faint
and -imperfect sketch of .the financial operations of our
army.”

This was a consequence of one of the ertors of the
campaign; —hot .on the” part of the army, or its com-
mander, but in the War /Department. This error. was,

) Letter to the St. Louis Republican
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in leaving the army loo weak to maintain its communica-
ttons. It 1s a rule of common sense, not less than of
the military art, that at every step made by the arm
it should leave such defences and depots in 1;s rear lhii
there may always be .a direct communication “‘u‘h its
source of supply at home. When the army of Scott
had arrived at Jalapa, the volunteer corps énmllvd in
May and June, 1846, began to disappear. Their places
were not supplied tll months afterwards, Thus the
.‘mny moved on towards Mexico, without being able to
keep open its communications. In fact, many places
such as the National Bridge, which it was unl;urt.‘ml l(;
defend, were abandoned. The army was too weak to
move forward and leave.garrisons b;:lund. The conse-
quence .of this condition of things was an inconvenient
derangement in the transmission of funds. Specie could
only be carried safely with the large trains; while d'rafls
on the government treasuries in the towns of the vl'mwd
States were at a discount in Mexico. Such was the sla;e
Qf the military chest, when it was determined to march
from Puebla to Mexico.

On the 5th of August a eoundil of war was held, at
which the heads of the different divisions and bri“a’dcs
were present; among whom were Major-Generals \\o'urm'
Quitman,, and  Pillow, with Brigadiers Twiggs, Shields
and Cadwallader. Géneral Pierce did not arrive ull ncxt‘
day. The general-in-chief (Scott) then laid down dis-
tinctly the plan of operations, the routes, and the mode
by which he proposed to reach, aitack, and (:up(urt.:
the city of Mexico and its'defences. Subsequent events
proved how ably and-clearly these dispositions were
made

15
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We have said that Scott left Puebla with 10,738 men,'
and that 3,261 were left in garrison and in hospnals. | Of
the-last; the largest part were in the hospital, where wers
at one time no less than nineteen hundred sick ! Of these
seven hundred found their graves at Puebla. Leaving
this large body of sick with a very moderate garrison
under Coli Childs, the army commenced its march for the
valley of Mexico on the 7th of August.

The army, under the directions of the general-in-chief,
was arranged in four divisions, with a cavalry brigade
The divisions (:mnprehendt,*d a large number of regiments,
but their. numbers were reduced one-half.. Some of them
were the mere skeletons of what they should be, under
the regular organization.

The divisions were very neurly as follows :

Cavalry Brigade,
Col. Harney.

2d do. Major Sumner,

( 1st/Dragoons, Capt. Kearney,
Parts
3d do. Capt. McReynolds,

2d Regiment Artillery
18t Brigade, 3d do. do.
Col. Garland. 4th  do. Infancry.

_Duncan’s Field Battery

. 5th Infantry.
2d Brigade, o ST

Col. Clarke. ( 3th do

1st Division,
Gen. Worth.

1st Brigade,
Gen. Smith.

18t Artillery.
3d Infantry.
{ Taylor’s Battery.
ith Artitlery.
1st Infantry.
7th do.

{ Rifle Regiment.

2d Division,
Gen. Twiggs. ,
2d Brigade,

Col. Riley.

DIVISIONS FOR THE MARCH

Voltigours,
15t Brigade, % e

v " 11th Infantry.
Gen. Cadwallader 14th  do.

Sth Infantry.
12th do.
t6ith  do.

34 Division,

Gen. Pillow, 24 Brigude

Gen. Pierce.

4th Division, Gen. Shields ‘ork Volunteers,

Gen. Quitman., 1 Penu. do

9
3d Brigade. Detachment of U, S. Mar.

t
1st Brigade, 8. Carolina Volunteers.
‘ i.\'
!

This organization apparently gives twenty regiments,
and parts of five others, Had these regiments been full,
up to their legal number, they would have contained
twenly thousand men, a regiment, when vutnph-lrly or-
ganized, having a thousand, The whole army, however,
contained but iittle more than half that number. The
regiments, therefore, averaged but five hundred, and, in
fact, some of them had but three hundred.

In order that the different corps should not be thrown
together, and that the troops might move easily, the divis-
jons took up their line of march on different days, but m
such a manner that they might reinforce each other at
four-hours’ notice. As it was known that there was no
large Mexican army immediately in front, no evil could
arise from this mode of march.

Accordingly on the 7th the second division, under Gen-
eral Twiggs, canmenced its march,, preceded by the
brigade of cavalry under Harney. Ou the 8ih, Quitman’s
division of volunteers moved ; on the 9ih the first division,
ander Worth ; on the 10th the third division, under Pil-

i

tows! General Scott, the commander, joined and conlin-

ued with the leading division,

? Seott’s Official Report, No 31, Aogust 19th, 1847.
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The army was now under full way, marching on to
that singular capital of that singular natica, whose ancient
and whose modern givilization has made a phenomenen in
the history of society..  The frapments ¢f mutation and
révolution lay scattered in its path—all was new and
strange ; yet, unmoved by these associativas, and undi-
veried by these novelties, it marched steadily on to fuifl
what\was apparently the decree of destiny.

The road on which the troops marched was the greal
stage-travelled route from Vera Cruz to Mexico, thiough
Puebla. ‘The route travelled by<Cortez, in his conguest,
after diverging 10 the right a little south of Perote, here
crossed the modern road and passéd to the left through
Cholula, and 'round the base of Popocatapetl; and finally
rejoined the present road. near Liake Chalco. Cortez, no
doubt, pursued the common way at that time, eslacc‘iaﬂy
as “Cholula was then @ maguificent city. The modern
road has-been made 1o suit the modern relations of society
and the new. growth of towns. Nearly at right angles to
the toad from Vera Cruz, and west of the range of the
Cordilleras, lies the Toad from Mexico to Acapuleo on the
Pacific. Near the city of Mexico, are the lakes of Chalco
and Xachimilco. On this road to Acapulco is the village
of San Augustine, at which the American army ultimately
arrived, previous'to the battles of Mexico.

On the. morning of the 7th, Twiggs’ division passed
out of Puebla, and took its way through a beautiful,
rolling country, where gardens supplied the city with
fruits and vegetables. The road was ascending, and
crossed, before it entered theweity of Mexico, the Anahuac

range of the Cordilleras, the most magnificent portion of

that chain of mountains which extends from Cape Horn
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to the Artics—and from whose sky-crested summmits the
eye of fancy might extend itsi uninterrupted vision from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and eall up, in bright and
long array, the nations, the aris,“and the triumphs of
victorious science, to be spread over all this continent, in

£

the ages of the deep and distant future! Many miles to
the left arose the snow-topped Popocatapetl, whose ven-
erable summit was eighteen thousand feet in the air;
thtee thousand feet above the point where ice and snow
dwell in perpetual congelation! A little further, arose
the twin summit of Iztac-cithuatl, whose icy top looks
over the earth in the same cold and isolated glory.
Thirty miles from the road, as these were, yet in the
clear_atmosphere of this elevated plain they seemed
near by, and. their snows chilled the air. Thus amidst
the ruins of Cholula and Tlascala, on either side, and'in
full view of these volcanic monumeénts to the grandeur
of naturé, the draly marched on. The road gradually
ascended thruugh mountain sceaery, which seemed to
befit rather the north of New England then the region
of the tropics. Thick woods would now and thén cover
the hills, while here and there little lakes were inter-
spersed in deep valleys. “The thirst of the soldier was
telieved by the coldness of “their waters, and his' wean-
ness was almost forgotten in the beauty and sublimity of
surrothding nature.® At'leagth, on the/third day, they
reached “the -pass-of Rio Frio. “Theydeft Puebla, seven
thousand two hundred feet above the ocean, and ‘were
now ten thousand one hundred and twenty; haviag
gradually asceaded - three thousgnd feet 1n forty-eight
miles. and arrived in the midst of the Anahuac range of
the Cordilleras, at a point forty-five miles distant from
U




230 ARMY REACHES RIO FRIO.

the citylof Mexico.! Rio Frio, says an officer, 1s “ a
little stréam pouring down from the Snow mouniains, of
icy coldness and crystal purity.™ The mountains ixrom
which it runs ate wmpum-d of porphyritic rocks, and
their highest summits, hke that of l’npncm::pcﬁ.l, are
ancient volcanoes.

At this point the army Kad anticipated resistance, and
the.' posilion ‘was favorable 1o ‘defence. Being in the
midsy of the mounutains, they here closed down on both
sides -of ‘the road, so as completely 1o overhang and en-
filade it. Signs of preparation were, indeed, found in
temporary parapets, and timber felled. The inlention,
however, of defending this point had been abandoned.
It was supposed that General Valencia, who commanded
the division of the north, was stationed here. If so, he
had retreated towards the Cupiml.

A marchof a few miles “fusther, and the army passcd
over the highest crest of the mountans ; and one of the
most splvndld geenes of the world opened upon the eyes
of the weary soldiers.

1t is thus Jescribed by an officer of the Rifles?

« When all were preity neatly worn out, a sudden
turn in the road brought o our view.a sight which none
can ever forget. The. whole vast plain of Mexico was
before ‘us. The coldness of the air, which was, mosi
gensibly felt at-this/great heighi—our faugue and danger,
were forgotien, and our eyes were the only sense that
thought of enjoyment. Mexico, with its lofty steeples

3 'Stéaley’s Mup of the Rowde from Vera Cruz to Mexica
* Lotter tothe New ¥ ork Couarer, dated Augest 3ist

3 Leuter to the Now Y ork Couriez
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and its checkered — i
g checkered domes—its bright reality, and s forr
VA ormer

£
ime—its moder l i
modern splendor, and its ancient magmficence
g )

was before us: wi
%3 ore us; while around otevery side its thousand
lakes seemed ]11,\(- silver ! y
silver stars on a vélvel m: oo
8 t 3L man
With this d g

|

E“:IHh ("n“l:n‘:;;)“”“ we mayv (”u:n;mr(‘ Ylll()lhl‘.f hy an
: e o , who seems to have been equally en-
raptured with the same view.. *“From an e v

(says Captain. Liyon,) we came suddenly in su_;j::“i}“cle.
great valley of Mexico, with its beautiful city ap ):*uril .
in the c:r‘mrc, surrounded hy diverging Shii(l"‘[)&i(-:ﬂg
f.'rll.:hl' ‘hvuls. :f”d picturesque haciendas. 'l:ht'; A:Zf";l
lake 'lvz'.'\.r«) lay immediately beyond i, shaded h\; a
.")v‘?l Af“’-'“.m'.: cloud of exhalations from its surface “'h-ICh
fj“. from_our view the bases of the volcanoes of Popoca-
.Jlll’lll and Jztac-cithuatl—while their snowy su : its
brightly glowing beneath the direct mmys o_f .llnl-“”?llb’
ub‘m'h but partially illumined the plaine\,- gave a dt«‘hﬂ;l't)’
fully novel appearance to the whole sro"x‘w before fne-
i}( w‘n,.hnwc-\'«’-r, at this distance, disappointed as to ll)t;
lec of Mexico; but its lively whiteness and h'rv'dum
from smoke——the magnitude of the churches, al;d‘ the

e B g - i
xtreme - regularity of its structure, gave ‘it an ap-

pearance \\h.l(‘h can never be seen in'a European cit
dll‘;! .dm-!arv it unique—perhaps unequalled in its kind "‘y-
]-flll.\ suddenly did the army burst upon this m-v&.:ra-
ardinary View=—a view as/ rémarkable for its lnﬂcv.rical
assoctations, as for the grandeurof its naturdl clcm;nlﬂ —
a scene wo, which must forever conmect this army ;v'ilh

¢ Caprain Lyon's Jo ] of 3
i ¥ ournal of & Residence and Tour in the Republic of




232 DESCRIPTION OF THE VALLEY.

the memory of the past, and the developments of the
future.

Phére must bave been some, also, in that martial array,
who turned their thénghts “from the scenes of war, to
contempldte here some of tie most singular features of
the natural world. The valley of Mexico is one of the
most extraordinary regions of the earth. It is a basin
enclesed by a-wall-of -porphyritic mountams. l1s length,
north and/ south, is-about sixty miles, and its breadth
{east and west) about forty miles! At is really formed
by a separation (sonth of the city .ofi-Mexico) of the
great ~chain of the Cordilleras inte-two chains—one
bending east and the other west,~which again unite
north of the eity. The result of this conformationis 1o
leave a basin, surrounded by the walls'of the mountain.
In this basin;,’ “all .the watep furnished by the sur-
rounding “Cordilléras is~ collected., No stream issues
from itexcepting the brook of Pequisquiae, which joias
the’ Rio dé~TPula. The \Jakes rise by stages, in pro-
portion 10 their | distance“from its centre, or in other
words, from-the-site of the capital. Next to the Jake'of
Tezcuco, Mexico is the least elevated point of the val-
ley; the Plaza Mayor, or Great Square, being only one
foot and one inch higher than the mean level of this
lake, which' is ‘eleven and/three-fourths feet lower than

that of San Chiristobal. Zumpongo, ‘whichis the most
pong

northern, i8¢ 2922}; inches higher than the surface ol
Tezcuco; while that of Chalco, at the southern -ex-
tremity,is) only 3,%%% feevmore elevated thenthe Grea

Square of Mexico.™

! Sed Stealey’s Maps of the Roads from Vera Cruz to Mexico

' Hamboldt's New Spain
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In consequence of this peculiarity, the city has, for a
jong series of ages, been exposed to inundations. Five
immense floods have occurred since the Spanish mnva-
sion.  Immense works have been construcied at dif-
ferent times to avoid this danger. One of these is‘the
great cut, planned by Enrico ‘Martinez, which connects
the 'Rio de .Suautitlon with the Rio Tula, and thos
carries off the lake of Zumpongo.* Around the same
lake are stone dikes. In the south, dikes and sluices
have been formed round Lakes Chalco and Xochimileo,
by which they are prevented from overflowing. By
means like these, the city of Mexico is prevented from
inundation, and is no longer, as it seems to have been
in the timfe of Cortez, an island in a Jake. The charac-
ter of the country remains unchanged—and it is yet &
marshy valley, in a basin of the Condilleras, spotted with
lakes and filled with volcanic remains. On some of
the causeways, there' is still a continuous body of water
for miles from the city—while on others, the ground is
marshy; bt sometimes cultivated.

On the 10th, the division of Twiggs encamped at the
base of the mountain,® and at- this, the enemy’s scouts
began to ‘be seen on all sides. On the  1lthythis di-
vision reached Ayotla, only fifteen miles by the National
Road from Mexico, and waited for the other divisions«to
comé up.

At this point, a survey of the valley of Mexico showed

! This was thought, by Humboldt, to be one of the most giganbe
hydreulic operations sxecuted by man Its length is 67,537 feet, the
groalest depth 197, and its greatest breadth 361

* Latter to the New York Courer
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the Jake of , Tezcuco directlyin front of the road: and
at the lower end, and about half way to Mexico, (seven
miles,) on_the left of the road, is El Peson, a foriified
mountain, | Directly “west of that, at the upper end of
Lake Xochimilco, and about “five miles south of Mexico,
1s- Mexicalcingo, another fortifed point. Directly seuth
and west of Ayotla, lies the lake of Chalco, and the lake
of Xochimilco: Entirely west of these again, and run-
ning from the city of Mexico, nearly at right angles with
the National Road;lies the road to Aeapulco, leading west
from Mexico/to.the Pacific.. On thi§ last road lies San
Augusting, the general depot of the army in its sub-
sequent operations. Between San Augustine and the
city of Mexico, and on or near‘the Acapulco roadyliein
succession, Dan Antoma, Contreras, and Churubusco,
points where successive, engagements took place. Con-
TRERAS. is about four miles nearly'northwest of San Au-
gustine, ona road leading through San Angel lo the
Tacubaya causeway. Cuurususco is on the Aca-
pulco road, near a canal, at:the crossing of which. was
a téte du pont, (bridge-head.)

A rapid coup d'eil (birds-eye view) of the topography
of the valley, and the position of the army on the 13th of
August, will show Twiggs's division at Ayotla, east of
Lake Chalco ; Worth’s division near the . village “of
Chalco, at the south end of the lake,and the divisions
of Pillow and Quitman intermediate. In front, the great
lake of Tezcuco, and on the left, Lake Chalco. The
city of Mexico lay on the side of Lake Tezcuco, and
fifieen miles, by the read from Ayotla, approached
through the lakes and marshes by great causeways.

An attentive examination shows, that on the south and
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west, there are three great roads which respectivelygenter
Mexico by causeways. The first, is the Vera Cruz or
National Road, on which the army now was, and which
passed by El Penon, immediately-in front, and for miles
on a parrow causeway, built on the shoals of the lake.
The second was the Acapulco road, which lay directly
across Lake Chalco, from where the army now was, and
proceeded through San Augustine and San Antonia, by a
causeway to the city. The third was the Toluca road,
passing into Mexico by the Tacubaya causeway, sull
further 10 the west.

The problem now presented to the commander-in-
chief was, by which of these roads shall the army at-
tempt,its passage into the city ? _The solution of this
question required a close reconnarssance, and an accurate
survey, if possible, of the position and defences of the
enemy.

On the 12th of August, the Rifle regiment, with three
companies of cavalry, were pushed forward 10 recon-
noitre El Penon.! This work was suoccessfully per-
formed, and the work pronounced impracticable, sthout
immense loss; which the commander of the army thought
unnecessary to the object. 'I'he reconnoitring party
(rifles and dragoons) continted’ their search to the left, in
order to find a way of easier approach to the city. At
about five miles from /Mexico, they were arrested by
coming suddenly upon five sirong batteries commanding
the road. This was the post of Mexicalcingo, before
described, at the head of Lake Xochimilco. The pariy

(composed of  about four hundred men) soon counter-

' Lettar of an officer to the New York Courier
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marghed, and found El Penon, with its bristhing batteries,
immediately between ‘them and the camp of General
Twiggs~ For some unknown reason, they were not at-
tatked: and after g rapid march, arrived in camp about
miidnight. | General Scott | pronounced this *“ thetboldest
recommaissance of the war.”

Bl |Penon, which | Had been  thus reconnoitred, is a
rocky hill; which' “ completely enfilades and commands
the 'National Road, and had been fortified and repaired
with the greatest care by Santa Anna.’ One side was
inaccessible by nature, the rest had been made so by
art. Baugries, in all mounting fifty-one guns of dif-
ferent calibres, had ‘been placed on its sides, and'a deep
ditch, twenty-four feet wide and ' ten 'feet deep, ‘had
been cut, connecting fhe "parts already surrounded by
marshes.” From the Penon to the city, was a cause-
way, surrounded by water. This ‘position could mot
be turned, and therefore must be carried by assault.
Against this, Gereral Scott décided on grounds of hu-
manity.

In his report of the 19th of August, 1847, he thus
writes :

“This mound, close to the National Road, commands
the principal approach to the city from the east. No
doubt it might have been carriéd, but at a great and dis-
proportionaté loss, and Iwas anxious to spare the lives of
this gallant army for a general battle, which I knew we
had to win before capturing the city, or obtaining the
great object of the campaign—a just and honorable

peu(‘e.”

! Letter to the New York Courier.
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Of the pass, by Mexicalcingo, the generalswritesgiand
thus discloses the plan which was nltimately adopted.

“It might Bave been easy (masking the Penon) to
force the passage; but on the other side of the bridge
we should have found ourselves, four miles from this
road, on a narrow causeway, flanked to the right and left
by water, or boggy grounds. These difficulties closely
viewed, threw me back upon the project long entertained,
of turning the strong eastern defences of the “city, by
passing around south of Lakes Chalco and chimmi'ru, at
the foot of the hills and mountains, so #s to reach San
Augustine, and hence to maneuvre on hard, though much
broken ground, to the south and southwest of l}w: capital,
which had been more or - less under our view since the
10th inst.™

El Penon, being on the common and only good road
from Puebla to Mexico, and being likewise an almost
impregnable position, General Santa Anna had judged
correctly and wisely in placing there 'his principal fortifi-
cation. The fortress of Mexicalcingo, being likewise a
strong one, and, if taken, leaving the American.army on
a narrow causeway, easily defensible, the Mexican gen-
eral had apparently provided for. every possible passage
between the Lake Chalco and the Lake Tezcuco. This
was the only way in which thére was a régnlar and toler-
able road from Puebla to Mexico. On this the American
army had advanced, and the vanguard had actually
reached Ayotla, seyeral miles in front of the south end
of Chalco. The measures of the Mexican general were,

! General Scott’s Official Report, No, 31, dated August 19th.
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therefore, jildiciously taken, and at this time promised, if

any deflnce could avail, to be successfil.

"Phe real quéstion in-military science at this fime was,
could thé Lake Chalco be turned ?  If it could, did the
new route present a betler or safer way ! ‘The ré€onnais-
sances made, and the information' of scouts, determined
the fact that a passage existed vound the south end of
Lake-Chalco which -might be made practicable, and by
which/ the army would 'be ‘brought.on to the Acapulco
road, and advance to the city on a route less defended,
and affording greater advantages in fighting. This route,
if pr;mm':;h!e, Scott had contemplated taking, and now at
once put the army in motion for that“purpose.

The order of march’' was reversed, and Worth’s di-
vision. which was in the rear at Chalco, was now in
advarice, marching round the south end of Lake Chalco,
and. cutting._their way. t6 'San Atgustine. On the 15th
the several divisions took up their line of march, and
Worih’s corps proceeded steadily on to the fortified posi-
tion of San/Antonia. | *“The road lay along the base of a
high range of mountains, at times crossing rocky spurs of
the mountains, or along the margin of the lake, on very
narrow causeways very much cut up. The hills on the
left were often precipitous, and a few sharp-shooters might
Rave annoyed s exceedingly by their fire, and a few en-
terprising men might have blocked up the road completely
by rolling down rocks, and yet they attempted i but once;
4 few shot soon dislodged them, and two or tliree hours’
work cleared the road.™

On the 17th the head of General Worth’s division

1 Letter from an officer, published in the Washington Union
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reached San Augustine,; and n a few hours after the other
divisions were within striking - distance. The* march
round the lake 1o San Augustine was twenty-seven miles,
by a route deemed by the Mexicans impracticable; and
on the #sth all the several corps were in pesition in the
neighborhood of that post.!

‘Pwiggs’s division left Ayotla on the 16th with the tram,
the brigade of General Smith forming the rearguard. As
thie train was passing the liutle village of Buena Vista a
Mexican division appeared 1n sight, attempling 1o cross
the road and cut the train off. Here a skirmish ensued,
which is thus described by an officer:

« On our left were large fields of half-grown barley,
through which was seen advancing, in splendid order, the
enemy’s column. It was the' most splendid sight 1 had
ever seen.. The yellow cloaks, red caps and jackels of
the larcers, and the bright blue and white uniforms of the
infantry, were most beautifully contrasted with the green
of the barley-field. Our line of battle was soon formed,
and we deployed through the grain to turn their left and
cut thewr off from the mountains. A few shots; however,
from the battery, soon showed them that they were ob-
served, and countermarching in baste, they lefi iheir dead
on the field. Thus ended our fight at Buena Vista. That
night we stayed at Chalco/™®

The train. continued to move on, by roads over which
it was almost impossible to drag the wagons. On the
18th it arrived in sight of the main army, which had now
taken possession of San Augustine.

! Seott’s Official Report, dated the 19th.

* Lotter from an officer, in the New York Courier.
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The army was now coneentrated, the different divisions
in sight. of one another, and the arrangements made for
final -operations, On the 13th it was on the Puebla road
on the east side of Lake Chalco, advancing on El Penon,
On the 18th it was on the Acapulco road, near San Au-
gustine, nine miles from the city of Mexico: The change
was made 1n good ‘order, and the ground to operate on
was far-better, and the defences in‘front less, . The city
of the Spanish-Aztecs was now within the grasp of the
arms of the United States, predestined, in the conyictions
of the people, to-be invincible wherever they should be
carried. /A conviction hke this, exisling in ages past,
alike in the minds of Roman, Mohammedan, and Puritan,
often makes the destiny which it .affirms and couns.
Asserted in the cause of liberty and justice, it would
subdue a world to the civilization of Christianity, In

any. other cause, its predestined-glory may fade before a

darker fate.

LINES OF DEFENCE.

CHAPTER XIIL

Mexiran Line of Defonce.— Position of the American and Mexican Ar-
mies—Action of the |9th.—Position in the Hamiet of Costrerss.—Po-
sition of General Scolt.—Arrangemounts for the Dattle—Distribotion of
the American and Maxican Forcesn—Buattle of Contreras—Rout of the
Mexicans—Sarrender of Mexican Generals.—Retcaptare of the Baeoa
Vista Guos—Secott’'s Armangements— Evacustion of San Antonis—
Storm of the Téte da Pent.—Battle of Churgbusco—Defeat of the
Meoxicant—Loss.—Truce,

Tue Mexican plan of defence for the city of Mexico
seems to have contemplated two lines of defence —an ex-
terior and interior. one. The exterior was composed of a
line of forts and fortified eminences. The strongest was
Ev Pexox, on the National - Road, completely command-
ing it, near the edge of Lake Tezcucp, This fortress, as
we have already stated, was pronounced mmpracticable
without immense loss. 1t contained fifty-one guns, dis-
posed in several different battenies, with infaniry breast-
works, and . the whole surrounded by a deep ditch- con-
necting the marshes and waters about it. The next fort
of this classiwas al ' MexicAaveinago, al the opper end of
Lake Xochimilco, and commanding a narrow causeway to
the city. This, also, was defended with batteries and
u.f-unlry breastworks. 'l')w next pusmun was the BIUDGE
or Ciurususco, a téte du pont at the crossing of a canal,
armed also ‘with cannon, on /the Acapulco ‘road. The
next, but to the west, and front'of this, was the HiLy op
Coxntreras, thoroughly araied with batteries and breast-

v 16
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works. In the route; and sull nearer to the city, was the
Hirn or Caarerrerec, on ‘which was the Military Col-
lege. This was at the point where the mountains ap-
proached the city. It was a strong position and well
armed.’ It is plain, from an examination of the map; that
these positions really commanded all the practicable passes
to the city on the whole semicircle, extending round from
Lake Tezcuco in the east to where the. mountains come
near the city on the west. These fortifications were armed
with near one hundred pieces of cannon, while the ground
between them was either marshy, or covered with volcanic
remains, sharp and abrupt, rendering it almost impassable
even for footmen. Behind this line of exterior defences
:

General Valéncia, with 6,000 of the best troops of the

Mexican army, was 1o manceuvre, and reinforce any

which miglt be exposed to attack.

;mml

The interior line seems 1o have been- only the forts,
and canals or ditches of the city itself. These, however,
were by no means weak. The city was approached only
by causeways. 'Canpals and ditches surrounded it in va-
rious. directions, and at the galewavs were garitas, or
small forts, constructed at the angles of the streets or en-
trances of ‘the causeways, eight in" number? These de-
fences of the city were also mounted with a large number
of jcatnon. | This jinterior line, however, was evidently
weaker than the exterior one. These varous defences
were well caleulated 1o protect the city against any thing

less than a large army and protracted siege, had the energy

"This stalemisnt corresponids I substance with one made by Captain
Lee of the engineers.

¥ See Scott's Official Report
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of the men, or the ability of their officers, corresponded
with the natural strength of the positions. This, however,
was.not-the case.. Whether it be a superior sirength,-in-
naielin) the natural constitutions of the inhabitants of the
northern temperate zone, or whethier it be what 1s more
than equivalent to strength,.a higher and better education,
it lis fobrtain/ that/ the arms «of England and the United
States have exhibited a gréat superiority over those of
more southern nations—a superionly, whose final résult
on the dominion and civilization ef the world 1s'yet to be
made known by the events of futurity.

On the 18thof August, the position of the armies, at
night, was in the order following, viz.: Worth’s division
had, during the day, advanced from San Augustine jn“the
direction of San Antonia; whose balteries were brought
to_bear on his troops; and the first shot killed Captain
Thornton, a brave butainfortonale officer of the 2d dra
goons.! Tl cavalry had been thrown in front 1o recon-
noitre. - Thevillage pruv('d to be strongly fortified, and
a bold reconnaissance made by Captain Mason of the en-

gineers, accompanied by Lieutenants Stevens and Tewer,

determined that this point could only be approached by
the fronty over a-narrow-causeway.of great leagth, flanked
with wet ditches of great depth.? Worth was ordered not
to/atlack; but to threaten and-mask the place:: On the
left of the .road here, €xtending west, was an immense
field of volcanic rocks and lava, called pedregal, and on

the east it was wet and boggy? This pedregal was

i Seott’s Official Report.
* Official Report.
7 Letter of an officer in the Washington Union.
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thrown up in sharp rocks and broken pieces, in such a
manner, that the Mexican officers supposed it to be im-
passable. It extended to the mountains, five miles to the
left. That night Worth made the headquarters of his
division at-a hacienda on the road, near Antonia, and
within reach of the enemy’s guns.

On the same night the division of Twiggs slept in a
little village, in sight of Worth’s corps! The divisions
of Pillow and Quitman were near.

On the same evening (the 18th) General Valencia,
whose division had previously been held liable to march
to any point, and whose troops were ‘called *“the flower”
of the - Mexican army, occupied the fortified intrenchments
at the heights of Contreras, about five miles to the north-
wesl of San Augusune.? Al the same time (evening of
the 18th) General-Rincon took command at ('humhu;srn,
whose fortifications were 1ot then completed, but to finish
which he immediately addressed himself.* The garrison
of that posl appears 1o have been composed, a('r'ur‘dmg to
the official report, of the battalions of national gtla}ds,
called Independencia and Bravo, which were suln.u;qncnl-
ly reinforced (19th and 20th) by.different batteries of ar-
tillery.

At San Antonia was" posted another Mexican division,
reinforced on the moming of the 19ih, by the battalions
of Hidulgo and Victoria: | In the neighborhood of Con-
trerds and San Angél were other divisions of the enemy
under Santa Anna. :

' Lotter in the New York Cotrier and Enquirer
* Official Report of General Salax
* Official Report of General Rincon

v2
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This, then, was the situation of the two armies on the
night of the 18th August. General Scott’s’ headguarters
wete, at San Augustine. The pass of San Antonia, In
front, beéing strong and on'a narrow causeway, the plan of
attack adopted seems to have been this—to turn Antonia
by taking the fort at Contreras, and thus be'able to march
round San Antonia'; or rather, to gain Coyhoacan on the
San Angel; in the zear of San Antonia, and which was
also. but one mile from Chuarubusco. To do this, how-
ever, required that'a new road lghould be cut for artillery
from-San Augustine to Contreras, and that, when there,
that position, strongly defended by artillery, should be
stormed and taken: This was the plan now devised by
the Ameérican general,.and to be immediately executed by
the army.

Op the morning of the 10th, ‘all'was animation i both
armies. . General Valencia was strongly posted ‘at Con-
treras; Rincon was busy incredsing the fortifications of
Churubusce’; Santa Anna was reinforcing both Antonia
and/ Contreras, with bodies of troops drawn from the city ;
and General-Scott, having made a new reconnatssance. o
the left by Captain Lee, with Lieutenants Beauregard
and Tower,! now detached Pillow’s division on the con-
templated route 1o make a pmclivablc road for heayy ar-
tillery *

Captain Lee of the engineers; having discovered' a

corps of observation in the direction taken by Pillow’s

division, Twiggs was advanced in front to cover the party
cutting the road® ~ This last, division had now arrived at

t Seott’s Official Report, (No. 31,) 19th Augost, 1847
* Official Report. * Idem.
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the yillage of San Juan, and were prepared for the severe
labor of the next two days. The men were ordered to
put their blankets on their shoulders, their knapsacks n
their wagons, and two days’ bread and beef in their haver-
sacks. At one P. M., they left San Juan, and proceeded
forward, dragging with them Magruder’s battery and the
mountain howitzers.! At two », M., (;cncrai Smith's
brigade .lmd _amwd at the crest of a hill, from which Va-
lcncmf in his intrenchments, was plainly visible, and in
5}38 distance reinforcemenis marching to his assistance.
These intrenchments of Valencia, at the hill of Contre-
ras, had twenty-two pieces of artillery (mostly heavy)
mounted in-a battery commanding the difficult, broken
rocky ground, on which the American troops had to m:m:
ceuvre. Withs this position the city of Mexico was con-
nected, by an exeellent road beyond the volcanic field, and
by which it received, from time to time, great bodies of
cavalry.? &

At four p. ., General Scott took position on one of the
eminences in front of Contreras, and found the brigades
of P. F. Smith and Riley, (Twiggs' division,) supp;\rled
by those of Pierce and Cadwallader, (Pillow’s division,)
picking their way over the broken ground in the enmny:s
front, and extending themselves towards the road which
leads to the city. With great difficulty Captam Magru-
der’s battery of twelve and six pounders, and Lieut.'Callen-
der’s battery of mountain howilzers and rockets, had been
advanced to within range of the intrenchments® “The

' Letter of an officer in the New York Coarier
5 Scott’s Official Rri.,.rL
* Official Report
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ground,” says an officer, * was the worst possible for ar-
tillery ; covered with rocks; large and small, prickly-pear
and (":u'lus; intersected by ditches filled with water, and
lined with. maguey plant, itself imperyiable to cavalry;
amd with patches of corn, which concealed the vnem_v.’s
skirmishers ‘while it impeded: our passage. The artil-
lery advanced but slowly, under a most murderous
ﬁn: of| grape, canister, and ‘ronnd ‘shot, until it got into
position.™ . :

Our artillerymen could get but three pieces In battery,
while the enemy had' twenty-two, which, 'being mostly
heavy, rendcmd' our fire nugatorye *‘For two hours,”
sa\'s'lhc eame officer, * our troops stood the storm of iron
and lead which hailed upon them;unmoved. Al every
discharge they laid flat down to aveid, the storm,and then

sprung up to serve the guns, ~At-the end of that time,

two of the ‘guns were dismounted, and w{e (the rit](is)
badly huxt; irteenof the horses were killed and dis-
abled;and fificen of the cannoniers killed and wounded.
The troops were then recalled.”

Ih thié Imean time the’Mexican lancers had been repeat-
edly repulsed.” In another part of the field l{ll'j:}"a’ l.)rigAade
sustained the enemy’s fire, and were engaged in sklrmx-ah-
ing. This action lasted -for about three hours, during
wilich time our troops maintained themselves under a
heavy and. severe .fire, and successfully resisted the
charges of large columns of cavalry. .

The day of the 19th, however, closed without any de-

cisive results. ‘The infantry, unsustained by either cav-

' Letter of an officer in the New York Courier
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4

alry or artillery, could not charge in column without being
mowed down by the Mexican batteries, nor in line, with-
out being successfully assailed by the Mexican cavalry?
To cut off the junction of further reinforcements from the
capital (which till now arrived at will) the general-in-
chief determined to' occupy the hamlet and church of
Contreras, on the road leading from the capital to Va-
lencia’s camp. Cadwallader’s brigade, already advanced
in that direction, had taken position, and needed assist-
ance. The 14th regiment of infantry, Colonel Morgan,
was then ordered by Scott to occupy the hamlet, and a
few minutes later they were followed by the New York
and South Carolina volunteers, composing the brigade of
General Shields. These troops_made their way through
a dense forest to the left of the road at Contreras, (c?r;.-ll
side,) and in the night took post in the hamlet on the road.
In the mean time the brigades of Smith and Riley had
advanced still further, and taken postin rear and flank of
the eremy’s post at Contréras.

It was determined by Scott to make a diversion in the
morning, of earlier, if practicable; in front of Fort Con-
treras, while the brigades of Smith and Riley should at-
tack, and Shields should cat off the advance of reinforce-
ments, or the retreat of the defeated through the hamlet
on the road. This purpose was carried out.

General Persifer F. Smith of T'wiggs’ division was first
on the ground; and -had the merit of making” the imme-
diate dispositions for the battle of the following morning:
They were made with skill and judgment, drawing from

¥ Scott's Official Report.
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the commander-in-chief the warmest praise, and from the
army universal admiration. The close of the '19th was,
to_the troops immediately engaged, neither pleasant nos
mspiring. They closeda severe action without decisive
results.  The rifle regiment, with the 1st artillery and 3d
infantry, (engaged in front with. the enemy,) marched to
their new positions through chapporal and cactus, tired,
hungry, and dotrowful? In the/evening they marched
into the little hamlet, and there spent the night, with the
brigade of Riley in the same road.  Shields’ brigade was
in an orchard near by, and Cadwallader nearer the enemy.
The night was ¢old, wet, and dreary.  An officer of the
rifles thus describes it .2

«/As we were within reach of their batteries; which
counld enfilade the road in which' we lay, we built a stone
breastwork at either.end ‘to conceal ourselves from their
view and grape.” Lhere we were, completely sarrounded
bythe enemy, cul off from our ommunications, ignorant
of the ground, without artillery, weary, dispirited, and de-
With Santa Anna

force of four to one
ady, no succer from

jected—we were a disheartened set.
and Salas® promise of “no quarter, a
against us, and one balf defeated alre
Puebla and no news from Scoit;? all seemed dark. Sud-

jenly the words came whispered along, We storm at

midnight P Now we were ourselyes agaim
« Buat what a horrible night ! There we lay—too tired

to eat, too wet to sleep—in the middle of that muddy

t Lettar from an officer in the New York Cournier.
* From the same:
ark, in a position opposite the enemy’s coutrs

* Seott was, till after d
of the day

fe then retired to San Augustine and wrote the despatch
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road, officers and men' sidé by side, with a heavy rain
pouring down upon us—ithe officers without h!m.k.cls‘or
overcoats, (they had lost them in.coming across,) :md‘ the
men worn out with fatigue. About 1{11«!::::?1!, the rain
was g0 heavy that the streams in the road flooded us:
and there we stood, crowded together, drenched and t~ '
nul_nhcd, waiting till daylight.” St »
The darkness and heavy rain impeded the troops, and
rendered the transmission of orders' so difficult ”I‘.'l; the
attack on the énemy which had been planned fnr'!hc(d'n
of day did not commence till a later hour. About 'fvn
u'_clock the troops of Riley and Smith, whirhA had oc‘?m
p}:ed the »haml(rt and road during the night, defiled ](”‘:0
their positien in rear of the ene i
by orchards and cnrn-ﬁeI:;: ﬂ'll(:;:::y’nt;furr{ wlasisi
o : ¢ of the ground
facilitated this operation. The batteries and intrenched
camp of Valencia'were on the side of a hill zmvard'q l,;(
east or southeast, 80as to command the rn:ad', ’l bmn~ th:
great object to defend the roads which led to the g:‘it ’
Thf: volcanic and rocky formation here made ?"E\'i'r.’l.l ]iuive;
eminences, with ravines between. In this instante there
were other éeminences in the rearstill higher. The !;nzado
Uf Rll(fj\' passed through an orchard into the ravine l)!‘hll)(i
Valencia, =0 as to be out of sight of Valencia's corps, and
yet occupy a position_near to him, in his rear. 'l‘he: bri
gade of Smith followed. /That of Cadwallader had alrl- Ad :
taken position m rear of these, as a support, w}nllr* Sful"=Td::
was held in reserve—taking the place of Smnln':; mc-rl. m

]
Scott had sent seven officers out for information that eveaing, of which
not one got throngh, Captain Lee, alone, with a message from Shields,
was able to get through.
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the village of Contreras,. and undertaking to hold that
against the approach of the Mexican main army from: the
city;’ ory In.case Valencia was defeated, to cut off his re-
weat to-the city. He was accompanied also by the 13th
regiment under Colonel Morgan. In the mean ume, &
diversion (at General Smith's request) had been intended,
by the dadvance in front of ‘one of Worth’s brigades and
one-of -Quitman’s, Jeaving San Augustine (the gcnéra]
depot)- 1o be garrisoned by Harney's dragoons. This
movement, however, occurred | too late. to affect the en-
gagement?

These movements were made, and the action ready to
begin; at about six A. M. It appears that the march of
the American troops in the night, and, preparatory to the
engagement, was altogether unknewn to the Mexicans,
whose attention was chiefly directed /1o an attack in front.
The action of-the afiefnoon.of- the 19th, in which the
Americans. had made no impression, inspired them with
an’idea that they might be vietorious ; and as the evening
had come on leaving the -Americans in front, they had the
belief that-the-attack wounld be in front or along the lige
of the road. Here we may remark, that the idea of rapid
night movements, with a view to turn positions Of make
surprises by skill and energy, seems not 10 be at all fa-
miliar 1o’ the. Mexican generals. Had it beéen, why did
they not discover, arid -endeaver to/prevent the execution
and use of 'the new road made round the heights of Cerro
Gordo? Why did they not _throw their troops Into, and

Aefend the narrow pass; between mountain and water,

: Bee Official Report * Boe Scott’s Official Report
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r(’mn:! the south end of Lake Chalco? And why. no
.\\ |zih !lwrmy thousand men in sight, did they nui ‘\\'a(:'vl;
;..!:‘e r::?'_'hl lf'fl space between Valencia’s hn—llerivS. and

ad and hamlet occupied on the night of the 19th by
the brigades of Riley and Smith? o

i They did not, and

l~ vattle (stratagetically considered) on that acconnt
st us now review the exact position of the two armies
on the morming of the 20th—and which, all other 1 "
being equal, decided their fate—as to the position .Uf (I",«’»’:

treras. . First, w
s, rst, we observe
e observe, that the road leading by the
g

ht‘”lll" (b(’l C r s. g s
118 onireras, goes to \ - C f )
O I '( Xico lhl"’ll"'}l San :\HL’(‘]

At the las Ce a ro
(‘()_\Ah(l:l(';i:l."i.li: !hl‘“ :1::* L)lrltljrli(‘! “tr‘ rdltjrr SI“”!”.:‘"" hy
an Antonia road at Churubuse
the lastplace, and verymear theju ; vy -
R T hejunction of the roads, the
. : ad ¢ rosses a little stream, or canal, called
hurubusco River. At this point, covering the cross
18 a regular fortification, called Téte du 1’«:n[ or. ;‘1::;:‘[;
head. lhxﬂ)< connected with a church or (,‘nnu‘n!ﬁ‘in
the hamlet of Churubusco, by defences. Churub
approached, then, on the south and west h.\' twn“r(n(') ;"
only; one from San Angel, through (‘nvh'uacan'(‘.l‘;F
other from San Antonia. Now the reader (\m nnrl'( th “
d?cA.\l('\r(';m positions were these : 1st. Valencia ;\'ilh (]}:“
division of the north, composed of about six ’lh) : :;
mwen, occupied the batteries and hill-side-on ;} > "”Nn
’ : = n-the height of
(vunlrur.m'.‘ lhl?.i was| a batlery’ mounted with }x<"|vv
pieces. The object of this. defence was to cumm'uu" ‘1) :
road, which was a good one, from here to Mc'\u‘:\ ‘ ‘ll';
At about two miles from this w ork, and ;»:lrall;‘l wnllh il
same road, lay'the main ‘body of the Mexican army u"
der Santa Anna, supposed 16 be'about 1welve lhuu'ﬂ‘u:‘(;
men. A reference to the map of the ground will ;huw
w
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that this was a position well adupmd 10 reinforce either
Contreras upon one road, or Churubusco on the other
3. General (Rincon; with the regiments of Bravo and
[ndvpunlvmrm, occupied the church and téte du pont,
at Churubusce.l | 4th. San Antonia, which bad first ar-
fested;the march of Worth's division in this direction, was
hkewise g;trl‘isunv.-'.i and fortified." In all these positions,
taken in the aggregate, the Megican forces amounted 10
about- twenty-five thousand /men. | All of them were
strong positions when skilfully and envrgulmully defended.
It is very cvident, however, that if Contreras, were taken,
San-Antonia would | be turned ‘and rendered useless.
Chirubusco then might be attacked without touching
Antoniia. | The-epemy must theu concentrate s defence
at the tete du pont of Ghurubusco. This actually took
place.

The-American posilions-we have already detailed.
The object of Scott was first 1o force the fortifications: of

Contreras; and- thus command the read through San An-

gel, and then to carty Churubusco, when the mamn road

would be-open to the city of Mexico. For this purpose,
the hngzulcs under the command of General P. F. Smith
detached to surround, 1f pnssible, the hieight of Con-
| hold the road ; Worth to

were
weras s Shields to support an
clieck “Antopia and divert in front; while Quiunan gar-
risoned the depot of San Augustine: The immediate ar-
rangements and command at Contreras devolved upon
General Smith, who most ably carried out the views ol
the cmunmndcr-in-chlcf. The nature of the ground and

' General Rincon’s Official Report.
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the negligence of the Mexicans favored our troops
F;mg their respective places. We have st-vn. ;l;r‘zll l:
:»nf':uics of Riley, Cadwallader, and Smith, tuc!: \uof&
%}1;’,1;1 ;In’-snurn in rear of the enemy, with only the crest of
a hill betwee shields’ 5 p
”M: ]:‘ “\::.x:])!(:\‘!)xil‘a l‘(’l:v ;;uil(:lﬂl‘l in the }.xillnl(‘l was such,
R I ..MZM to cut off or check rein-
\'r(]:t..n. nts, and on the other to intercept the retreat of
Valencia. In fact, the Americans had cut the lu‘u’ of the
.\la:\nj:m defence, and were thus able to attack thc‘

and divisions in detatl. This was done . ot 3

‘ At six A. m. the arrangements for battle were all made
The place and course of Riley’s brigade was give l
Lieutenant Tower, of the Q.'li;'ll;v'r'rs. uln the ﬂai] f’n : H
ll\;'r. that U(fi Cadwallader was pointed-out ln\'A l‘,lcull’c!rll;:t:

eauregard and Brooks ; while Captain .3' scle
course of the eolumn under ("«»lnnefl{:xnlo;xz ‘dm'; I[lL:i' o1
ofﬁ('(:rs had reconnoitred the enemy’s camp a;nd f;nrre:“c

When the word was given, our men sprung up in I:(‘{l
and on both flanks of the astomished .\lcxit:mﬂl ms'h’ell’
aver l[’f" crest of the hill, and dashed p(,’“-lll(‘”“;llll)\ ll;
uflrrm‘runr:na ! Nothing could resist them : the batteries
were t:nkt*n; the army of Valencia driven out in utte
rout; and its flying remnants pursued on the road to M ,
ico! So «l.flnil‘um" were the disposit g, & "l“ L i
s positions, and so impul-
sively energetic, that the battle was ended almost as soor
as begun.. The actual conflict lasted butl sevente e
utes! The pursuit was for hours. Thcr e et
gigantic.

Of the scene during the batile, and the fierce ardor

results were

! Seott’s Official Report, (No. 32)
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which impelled the American' lroops, we take a descrip-

uon from the same graphic writer whom we have before
quoted.... ** At last, just at daylight, General ST slowly
walking up, asked if all was ready. A look answered
him. || “ Men, forward! and we did *forward.’ Spring-
ing up at once, Riley’s brigade opened, when the crack of
a, hundred rifles started the Mexicans from thieir astonish-
ment, and. they opeped their \fire. Useless fire—for we
were 5o close that they overshot us, and before they could
turn their pieces on us we were ou them. Then such
cheers arose as you never heard. The men rushed
forward like demons, yelling and firing the while. The
carnage was frightful, and though they fired sharply, it was
of no use. The earthen parapet was ¢leared in an in-
stant, and the blows of the stocks could be plainly heard,
mingled with the yells and gréans around. Just before
the charde was made, a large body of lancers eame wind-
ing up-the road, looking most splendidly in their brilliant
uniforms, - They never got to the work, but turned and
fled.* “In an instant all was one mass of confusion, each

' The Mexicans uniformly, in their reports and leilers, speak of the peo-
ple of the United States of the north, ns “ Americans,” although they are
themsolves just as moch “ Amerncans.” Thia settles the guestion, whether
the people of the United States have a nome.

*'This dastardly conduct of the Mexican cavalry is thus spoken of in
the Official Report of General Salas, which correspouds in this respeet
with the above account :

“ As soon as I observed the dispersion of our forces, I endeavored to
cheek it.  Crying * Victory to Mexico " and sounding the signal of attack,
I succeeded in rallying oar troops, and ordered General Anastasia Torre-
Jou to make a charge with his cavalry ; but this chiel, fur from obeying
my orders, fled like a coward, and the cavalry following his example,

5
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trving 1o be foremost in the flight. The road was literally

locked up, and while many perished by their own guns
t was almost impossible to fire on the mass from the dan-

ger of killing our own men. Some fled up the ravine or
the right, and many of these were slain by
turning their own guns on them. Towards the city, the

rifles and infantry led off the pursuit. Seeing that a

large crowd of fugitives were jammed up in a pass in the

]
road, some of the men ran through the corn-field, and by

thus heading them off and firing down upon them, about

thirty men took over five hundred prisoners, nearly a hun-
dred of them officers.™

In the mean time, the enemy.(who previous to the as-
sault were ignorant of the American forces in the ravine)
had commenced a heavy fire on Shields’ brigade in the

hamlet. |This, however, ceased when the charge
} {

made bv Riley.  Shiclds then orderéd his brigade, com-
pusv,i of the New York and South Carolina regiments,

into the road, to cut off the retreat of such of Valencia’s

corps as p;;~~-wl that way. In this they succeeded: Large
parties of the enemy were met by the fire of these regi-
ments. and either scattered through the fields or made

prisoners. t this point on the road three hundred and

sixty-five r of whom twenty-five Wvere officers,

atter was General Nicholas Mendoza.?

The victory of ConTrERAS® was brilliant and decisiye

¥

trampled down the infantry in- their flight, and completed our defeat.”
Saias’ Official Report, Angust 25th; 1847.

! Letter of an officer in the New York Courier.

* Official Report of General Shi
I

? Official R ] Seott.

eport of Genera
'
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The aggregate loss of the enemy was seven hundred
killed, about one thousand wounded, eight hundred and
thirteen’ prigoners, of whom eighty-eight were officers,
(including four generals,) twenty-two pieces of brass can-

" non, seven hundred pack-mules, and an immense number

of small-arms, shot; shells; and ammunition. But the
most important loss, to an experienced military eye, was
that of one of the strong positions by which the roads to
Meéxico were commanded, and ‘in consequence of which
San' Antonia’ was turned, and Churubusco attacked in
flank. It 'was only two miles from the point where
Shields captured Mendoza to-San Angel, and but three
wmiles (by good roads) from the-last point.(by Coyhoacan)
to Churubusco. On these roads the American troops
rushed m pursuit of the flying enemy, till they united
with Worth’s-€orps in the-storm of the church and téte
du pont.at the last place:

Among the generals taken, were SaLas, Menvpoza,
Garcia, and Guapanope. The two former appear to
have been men of1alent, while of General Valencia, their
commander, nothing was then heard; and he seems to
have been either wanting in skill and courage, or to have
been so overwhelmed with his misfortune, as to be un-
willing -to make his appearance.! By a private corre-
spondence® between him and Santa Anna, it seems that
the latter had directed him, on the 17th or 18th, (previous
to the arrival of the army in front of the fortifications,) to
abandon his post at San Angel, (probably the fortification,)

' Official Report of General Salas.
* Private intercepted correspondence between Valencia and Sunta Anna,
duted the 18th and 19th of August.
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which Valencia, on the 18th, gave reasons why he should
aot obey ; and en the 19th Santa Anna yields, but doubts
the propriety of Valencia maintaining his post. Both ap-
pear 1o have been wrong in a military point of view. The
heights of Contreras were a proper point to defend, but
batteries should have been placed on two or three other
eminences ; and, above all, the commander should never
have allowed a storming party 1o get into a ravine, within
gunshot, without being known. Such a fact argues gross
negligence.

One of the striking events of the day, was the recap-
ture of the identical pieces of artillery taken at Buena
Vista by the Mexicans. _This circumstance is thus related
by the commander-in-chief :!

“ (One of the most pleasing incidents of the victory 1s
the recapture, in the works, by Captain Drum, 4th artil-
lery, under Major Gardner, of the two brass six-pounders,
taken from anothergcompany of the same regiment, though
without the loss of honor, at the glorious battle of Buena
Vista, about which guns the whole regiment had mourned
for so many months, Coming up, a litle later, I had the
happiness to join In the protracted cheers of the gallant
4th, on theé joyous event; and; indeed, the whole army

sympathizes in its just pride and exultation.”®

! Genersl Seott’s Official Report

* [a counection with this circumstance, it is proper (o say that Captain
O'Brien, who commanded the batlery to which these guns were attached
at-Boena Vists, requested s court of inquity, which was held in March,
1R47. The court found the fact, that he was the last man who left the
pieces, the others haviag boea all killed and wounded. Their opinion was

thus givea :
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The strength of the two armies in this engagement,
may be hus stated. Including the brigade of Shields,
placed in ‘the hamlet, and which we have shown to hawve
done most effective service, the American troops amounted
1o about four thousand five hundred ; while the corps of
Valencia 4nd Mendoza were seven thousand, and at Jeast
twelve thousand were on the same road. If we deduci

Shields’ brigade, as keeping in check the main body of

Mexicans, it is probable the actual battle was fought by
three thousand five hundred on our side, against seven
thousand Mexicans' in fortified intrenchments. The dis-
crepancy in numbers was not so greal as in some other
actions *-but, on the other hand, the military dispositions
were admirable, and the ‘battle was won before it was
fought.

We must now follow the army in its bloody march
through and over the intfenchments of Churubusco. At
84, M5, or two hours-from its commencement, the fight
of ‘Contreras may be said to have been completed ; the

OPINION.

¢ The court is unanimously of the opinion that the conduct of Captain
{¢Brien, during the whole time, was bold and intrepid; and desérviug of
the highest commendation. The firm stand mude by him in the after-
noon, by which he sacrificed his whole section, contributed largely to tha
success of the day, if it did not save us {rom disaster.”

IL. The procesdings of the court, in the above ecase, having been sub-
mitted to and examined by the commanding general, are by him fally ap-
proved

[IL The court of inquiry, of which Brevet Colonel W. G. Belknap, Sth
infantry, is president, is hereby dissolved.

By order of Maj. Gen. Taylor.
(Sigmed) W. W. S BLISS, Asst. Adjt. Gen
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greater part of the time being occupied in pursuit of the
broken and scattered remnants of Valencia's division—
Valencia himself having disappeared.

Churubusco is really about four miles from the heights
of Contreras, in a direct line east; but the road goes
northeast to San Angel, and then forks southeast, so
that the distance by the road is about six miles. This
point was defended by General Rincon, (as we have
before said,) with the regimeats of Independencia and
Bravo—reinforced largely on the morning of the 20th.
The retreating bodies of men, who had occupied An-
tonia, and the fragments left from Contreras, were con-
centrated in and about Churubusco, where they ar-
rived but little before the advancing and attacking regi-
ments .of Seott. That morning, the commander of
artillery, Don Martin Correra, arrived, bringing six
pieces of cannon, which were placed in battery on the
road to Coyhoacan, and in the centre of a field-work,
erectediaround the hacienda, which was at thé com-
mencement of the causeway leading to the weslern gate
of the city, and had to be passed before getting on the
soad. This hacienda consisted of an enclosure of stone
walls—inside of which, was & stone building higher than
these walls ; and above all, a stone church, higher than
the rest. The outside walls were pierced with two
ranges of embrasures, and high enough to.command the
surrounding country, and fire plungingly upon those ap-
proaching to the assault? The church and the hacienda
were surrounded by this ouiside field-work. About

' General Rincon's Official Despatch, dated August 26th.

* Lotter of an aofficer, in the New York Courier.
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three hundred yards in the rear, and a litile to the east,
was the téte du pont, at the intersection of the cause-
way, or principal road with a canal or river. By passing
along  the causeway, the church and field-work would
be left a litile ‘on the west side, and the troops would be
first arrested by the téte \du pont. This was the case
with Worth's division.

On the momning of the 20th, about 8 A. M., when it was
fully ascertained that the enémy (now defeated at Con-
treras) was i) full retreat towards the great causeway
road from San’ Antonia to Mexico, the two brigades (one
of Worth’s and one of Quitman’s) which had been or-
dered to make a diversion in fromt of Contreras, were or-
dered back to their respective divisions... Quitman was
directed with-his remaining brigade (Shields’ being now
under the direction of General Twiggs, on the road from
San Angel) to-garrison San Augustine, the general depo
of the army, and the loss of/ which could not be risked?
The division of Worth was ordered to proceed to the
attack 'of San Antonia; and when that was earried, to
march on and rejoin the other divisions in the attack of
the defences of Churubusco. Accordingly, the brigades
of Clarke and Garland (Worth’s) proceeded to the at-
tack of Antonia. This post, left unsupported by the line
of ‘troops;: now-driven from Contreras, and with com-
paratively open ground about ity could be turned. “Ac-
cordingly, Colone!l Clarke’s brigade, conducted by Cap-
tain Mason of the engineers, and Lieutenant Hardcastle
of the topographical corps, turned the enemy’s right,
by a sweep to the left, and came out on the high road

3 Scott’s Official Report, No. 32, August 28th.

ATTACK ON CHURUBUSCO. 63

to Mexico. In the mean time, the garrison had retreated,
and were now cul in the centre by the advancing column
Uf Clarke. l')n(%lm:f were drnvn off I-v\\‘;mi.\ the east,
and the other part on the causeway towards Churubusco.
The brigade of Garland advancing mn front, now oc-
cupied the evacuated hamlet—capturing the artillery in
its batteries. These brigades were soon united, and
rushed on in hot pursuit.'

The grand movement of the day now commenced—
the march of the united army (Quitman’s 2d brigade ex-
cepted) on the fortified post of Churubusco. This was
made in two columns—the division of Worth from San
Antonia in front, and the divisions of Twiggs and Pillow,
with_the brigade of Shields from Coyhoacan ; to which
point they had pursued the remains of the Mexican
army,—routed at Contreras, and followed through San
Angel. This naturally resolved the baitle into two dis-
tinct actions on the same field, and so clearly connected,
as 1o be within half cannon-shot at the centres of contest.
These were respectively, the téte du pont, attacked by
the first column under Worth, and the fortified church
and. hacienda, attacked by the column of, Twiggs and
Pillow. Let us first follow Worth’s attack.

It had got to be about | p. M., when the-different di-
visions from the south and west were united, not in line,
(nor | together,) but, withinthe same  gircuit of | attack.®
At the same-lime, the garrisons of Churubusco, (strongly
reinforced,) the brigade of Perez, at Portalis, the broken

corps from San Angel, and the principal divisious of

L Seott’s NMiicial Report
* Letter in the New York Couner
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Santa Anna’s army were all prepared for battle, having
concentrated in and about Churubusco. 'The division
of Twiggs had commenced the attack on the fortified
church (abont an-bour, amidst an incessant roll of fire,
when Worth, ‘with Cadwallader’s brigade, (Pillow’s di-
¥ision;) commenced’ manceuvring on the téte da pont
The other fortification attacked by Twiggs, was just half-
gunshot o, the left, and but for the attack on it, would
have “poured a destructive fire on Worth. Both were
attacked simultaneously—and ‘thus the fire of Pablo de
Churubusco /was in a meastre diverted. . The brigade
of Colonel Garland, with Smith’s light battalion, moved
along a lile to the right of the road, directly up to the
téte_du pont. They advanced nnder the fire'of a long
line of infantry. @ Clarke’s 'brigade marched at the same
time, directly on the road; and this again was supported
by the 11th and 14th regiments, (Cadwallader’s,) and the
whole _moved steadily up,under a tremendous discharge
of .both small-arms and cannon. Most of these corps.
advancing perpendicularly, suffered greatly from the fire
of batteries at-the bridge-head.! At length, the line in
front of Garland’s column gave way, and made a rapd
retreat. to Mexico. The téle du pont was reached. by
Clarke’s—its deep ditch was crossed by the 5th and 8th
infaniry—the y parapets 'stormed—and yone of the, most
formndable defences of Mexico crowned by its capture,
the third action of the memorable 20th of August.

In the meanwhile, a yet more active, bloody, and
eventful action took place to the left of Worth's line, in
the attack on what may be called the Citadel of Churu-

¥ Seott’s Official Report,
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busco, the fortification at the hacienda, before described.
Scott, who on the 19th had been posted on an emmence
in front of Contreras, and on that night gave directions
for the early storm of Contreras—had this moming given
(amidst the trophies of the field) his orders for the
forward movement of Worth, and now (in the forenoon)

joined General Pillow’s division in its march to Coy-

hoacan. . Here, just one mile west of Churubusco, at a

point made convenient by several cross-roads, he made
the arrangements for the day. Cadwallader’s brigade
was detached (as we have seen) to reinforce Worth at
Antonia. Twiggs's division was ordered (except the
rifles) Lo attack the citadel, San Pablo, in front. Pierce’s
brigade first, and socon after ‘Shields’;"were directed to
take a road which led to the rear of Churubusco, to
divert the troops under Santa Anna, and threalen his
right and rear; with a view also, should the attack in
front suceeed, to cut off the retreat of the Mexican forces
to the ¢ity. General Shields commanded this corps,
which was directed in it8 course by Captain Leey of the
)

These dispesitions were rapidly made, and

as quickly executed. The troops moved regularly and
gdfl:mli)‘ into_their places, and the battle of Churubusco

eng:m'vx‘s.

wWas CHH;ill('IlL'L‘v!, \\!;l\‘!;, f‘\:x tiree }I JUrs was '-lﬁ‘“l'L)USI)'
maintained . amidst-the raging of all the elements; which
mingle their terrible voices and their crimson banners on
the battle-field. The veteran regmments of Smith and
Riley quailed not amidst the whirlwind of fire, and the
storm of balls which rolled from the well-directed guns
of 'San Pablo 1n front4{ while far'to the left, the gallant

¥ Secott’s Official Report
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volunteers of Carolina and New York, were rapidly
filling their untimely, though glorious graves! Here,
the Mexican general, Rincon, ably defended his post.
There, the masses of Santa Anna poured themselves on
the division'of Shields! A lurid canopy of sulphurous
smoke rose over the heads of the combatants, and, far
over the ancient plains of Mexico, rolled the roar of
cannon and the crash of arms—that awful musjc, which
makes the song of battle, the, prelude of death, and the
voice of angry nations. One might imagine the fierce
spirit .of Guatimozin hovering exultant over the plain,
where the Celt and the Saxon, the enemies of his race,
poured out in mortal conflict,(as if in just retribution,)
their blood and their lives, over the graves of his fathers.

In the centre of the batteries of San Pablo was placed
the company of St. Patrick’s, formed out of deserters from
the American army.! These /men fought desperately and
skilfully, causing the deaths of many of the assailants, and
delaying thecapture of the post. An officer of the rifies
thus describes the scene :* * The firing was most tremen-
dous; ‘in fact, one continued roll while the combat lasted.
The enemy, from their elevated position, could readily see

our men, who were unable to get a clear view from their

position. Three of the picces were manned by the “de-

serters, a body of about one hundred who had deserted
from the ranks of our army during the war.( They were
enrolled in two companies, commanded by ‘a deserter;®

! Report of General Riucon, who says that the battalion of Bravo and
the companies of St. Patrick were stationed i the front batteries -
* Letter in the New York Couner.

% This man's niame is Thomas Riley, a deserter from the 3d inlantry
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and were better uniformed and disciplined than

of the army. These men fought most desperatel

are said not onl have shot down several of our officers
whom they knew, but to have pulled down the white flag
of surrender no less than three times.”

It was now two hofirs and a half from the commence-
ment of the battle by the division of Twiggs, when the
téte du pont gave way be fore the storming parties of
Worth. The enemy were driven out at the point f the
bayonet, and the larger part of Worth’s and Pillow’s divis-
ions crossed the bridge and followed in vigorous pursuit.
Captain Larkin Smith and Lieutenant Snelling of the Sth
infantry, however, seized upon a field-piece and fired
upon the church, or citadel, .‘The furious battle at that
point still continued ; 'but in half an hour more—just
three hours from the commencement—ithe citadel (San

Pablo) was entered, sword in band, by two companies

of the 8d infantry under ("A,i‘! uns Alexander and J. M.

Smith, with Lieutenant Shepler, At the same moment
the white flag had been exhibited, and Captain Alexander

received the surrender, and hoisted on the balcony the
flags-of the- gallant 3d infantry. A" fourth time, in one
day, had the eagle of victory perched upon her favorite
standard. The bold bird of war seemed to rejoice with
exultant flight in the career of the conquering Saxon !

But'the dead and the dying were not yet to ‘be-left to
the stillness of advancing night. “Far'to the left the tide
of war still rolled its angry waves. The brigades of
Pierce and Shields, supported by the rifles, had encoun-
tered. to the tear of the works of Churubusco, four
thousand ‘Mexican infantry supported by three thousand

cavalry. Hotly and furiously did the battle rage in this
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quarter. Regiment after regiment, the 9th; 12th, 15th
infantry, with Ransom, Wood, and Morgan, came up to the
charge. Here were covered with glory and with blood

the chivalry of Carolina, the bold soldiers of New York!

Here Pierce, fainting with pain, was taken from the field ;
here the brave Butler fell ; and hete, a fifth time on the
same extraordinary day; the banner of the Anglo-American
waved (over troops triumphantly victorious! The Span-
ish-Aztecs retreated from the bloody scene of their defeat,
leaving hundreds of their bravest prisoners, and hundreds
more to mingle their dust with the undistinguished dead,
to be remembered no'more. | Over the dead and over the
long causeway the fugitives are pursued by the gallant
dragoons; and it was not till at the very gates of Mexico
that the impulsive Captain Kearney reined in his horse.!
In the citadel (church) of Churubusco the brave Gen-
erals Rincon and Anaya,? (provisional president,) with
hundreds of othérs, were taken prisoners. Thus had the
army of Scott at Contreras, Antonia, the Téte du Pont,
Churubusco, and in the field, five times in one glorious
day, defeated “the enemy in sight of the capital of
Mexico, in that wonderful valley where, three hundred
years before;-Cortez had overwhelmed. the Aztecs with
the invincibles of Spain. History, the Kaleidescope of
humanity, is ‘again ‘exhibiung sirange and' yarious and
mysterious. events. The northman had come from: the
dark forests of the Danube and the Elbe to overwhelm

1 Orders hed heen dispatched to recall the dragoons, but they didinot
receive them ; and Keamey lost his arm, and stopped only 4t the gales
of Mexico.

% Genersl Anaya has since been elected president.
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the Roman in the English isles; again he embarks on the
waters of the Atlantic and penetrates the woods of the
western continent, builds republics, renews the glory of
civilization, and now sends the chariots of war to over-
whelm in conquest the descendants of those very invinci-
bles whom Cortez had victoriously led from the Gulf of
Mexico to the palace of the Montezumas. Is there no
ministry of retribution in this—no angel of fate unfolding
the cycles of }-n)\ltiv'ln‘l‘ 4

Scott, now at Churubusco, turns with a glad spirit and
grateful heart to the troops, and rejoices with them in the
martial glory of their country. The old soldiers seize his
hand ; there is silence, and the old commander pours
forth “in eloquent and patriotic words the commendation
of their gallant conduct.™

An officer, who was present, says: During this
thrilling scene, I looked vp to a balcony of the church
that had been so bravely defended. It was filled by
Mexican| prisoners.  Among them General Rincon, a
veénerable old soldier, was™ leaning: forward, his gounte-
nance glowing and his eyes sparkling with every mani-
festation of delight. I verily believe that the old veteran,
with the spirit of a true soldier, upon beholding a victo-
rious general so greeted by the brave men. he had just
led 1o/ wictory, forgot for a'moment his own position, that
he was defeated and & prisoner; and saw and thought
only of the enthusiasm by which he was surrounded.”

First. Let us now examine the results of this grea
day in American military annals. _ Let us review in brief

! Letter in the Journal of Commerce.
' Letter in the Journal! of Commerce
x 2




270 RESULTS OF THE BATTLE.

the actions of the day and the defences overcome. 1st
There were, as we have said, five distinct actions, al-
though the last three were fought as parts of one great
battle. - There wete, 1, The storm of Contreras; 2, The
capture of Antonia; 3, The storm of the téte du pont;
4, The battle and assault of the church and outworks of
Churubusco: 5, The action in the rear of Churubusco
with the  right “wing of Santa Anna’s corps. These last
three were parts of one drama, but distinct in the skill,
the ‘action, and the relative effects. The téte du pont
wag about four hundred yards-from the fortified church
of Chiirubusco; and the field in'which Pierce and Shields
were engaged, nearly a mile in-rear of both. There is no
doubt the fierce attack on the church (citadel) aided the
divisions of Worth in their.assault on the téte du pont;
and . there is no doubt, either,/that the fall of the latter
determined, in a‘great measure, the fall of the former.

2d. Thetext point of interest is the relative proportions
of eitlier army in numbers and position. It must be re-
membered here, that the American army were in the heart
of dn enemy’s country, and were assailing fortified posi-
tions. . These facts may be fairly said to have doubled
the real strength of the Mexican army. At Contreras the
relative numbers, actually in fight, were—Americans, three
thousand five hundred—Mexicans, seven thousand : 'In
field, supporting, all counted, four thousand five hundred
Americans—nineteen thousand Mexicans : at Churubusco,
in all parts of the field, nine thousand Americans—thirty
thousand Mexicans: ‘There is no doubt; that the actual
garrison of the fortified church, under General Rincon,
was comparatively small, and that those who defended

the mere batteries of the téte du pont were nol very
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numeron 3 shind \ORP oo TR
.}.n L,’ ms ; but behind these, and especially behind the
téte du pont, were long lines of infantry and cavalry,
amounting, taken in all, to nearly thirty thousand.

3d. The third point is the strength of the batteries and

defences. - The following is a statement of these :!

INFANTRY
BATTERIES GURS, BRAEASTWORKR
EODIDNN 516 Shwhissheasisse’s 5 292 0
San Antonia. ceessnsssnases 2
2

Churubusco v cevevecwvevns 0

o
RORNEG & e A ow Ay o ) ]

At the téte du pont of Churubusco, a canal, or river,
passed behind, over which was a bridge. This was the
field-defence of Santa Anna's armmy, which lay behind ;
and certainly any one who will examine the positions and
defences of the Mexicans at Churubusco must pronounce
them very strong, well chosen, and well defended, in
regard 1o the fortified points.

Second. 'What were the Tesults in respect to the
enemy ! These positions, which commanded the main
roads to Mexico in that direction, were all taken; the

causeways were laid open ta the very gates. of the city;

¢ Y »
and the, vas! materiel arrayed for its defence destroyed
or captured., )

At the end of this great day in war, Scott, while the
troops were yet pursuing, proceeded on to Tacubaya; but
on the way was met with propesitions for peace. Afier

! Takon from 2 statement made by Captain Loe.
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making his reply, he proceeded to Tacubaya, near the
strong-castle of Chapuhepec. The guns from the castle
were silent, /and the headquarters of the American army
were soon safely established in the palace of the arch-
bishop, a huge pile of buildings, surrounded with beautiful
gardens; | Before him, in’ full view, rose the domes and
spires; of the famed city, environed. by beautiful lakes, and
the vichest natiral scenery. He was at the gates of the
“Halls of the Montezumas,” with an army flushed with
vigtory, and impatient to be led to the assault. But nei-
ther the glory-of military renown, nor the rich treasures
which have been dug from ithe mines of Mexico, could
dazzle the eye of the patriot soldier, orswerve him from
the obligations to humanity,

Before the camnage of another battle, he must make one
final effort to-Stay the iron arm of destruction; and reclaim
warring hations fo the paths of peace. Hence his beau-
tiful letter;‘expressing the Christian sentiment, * Enough
blood has been ‘shed in this unnatural war” When the
echoes of the cantion shall have died away, and the clangor
of arms shall have ceased—when the steeled warrior shall
have gone to his rest, and the conqueror and the van-
quished shall lie down together—Christianity will weave
her unfading chaplet for the soldier who has”ever been
true to her highest obligations and benign requirements.’

! The following are tha results of the battles of the 20th :—

American loss—Kkilled, wounded, and missing, 1,053.

Mexican loss—3,500 prisoners; 1,500 killed, wounded, and missing ;
37 pieces artillery captured ; small-arms, ammunition, and equipments

for an army

THE ARMISTICE.

CHAPTER XIIL

Peace Negotiations—President Polk's Commission.—Mexican Conditions
—American Ultimatam.—Failure of Negotintions—Scott’'s Notice to
Santa Anna~Trial and Execution of the Deserters.—Description of
Chapultepec—Of Molino del Rey.—Mexican Defences—March of
Worth.—Strength of his Corps.—Battie of Molino del Rey.—Moxican
Loss— Evacuation of Moline del Rey.— Preparations for the Attack of
Chapultepe Erection of Balteries—Storma of Chapoltepec.—Ae-
tion of the 13th.—Capture of Mexico—Euatranes iuta the City.—Seott’s

Address 1o the Soldiern.—Tusurrection of the Leperos—Appearance of
the City. '

Ix the last chapter we recorded the memorable events
of the 20th of August, 1847, in the valley of Mexico,—
events unequalled i their c_\lmordiuar}: character and
their dramatic interest by any preceding part 6f the mili-
tary history of America, Kearney had hardly been re-
called from his adventurous charge to the gates-of Mexico,

when the shades of evening gathered round the bloody
field of Churubusco. The battle had passed, and the \'al;*

lay as silent as the lonely bodies of the slain. Passed

away are all the rolling thinders of the red artiliery, and
quenched their fires/as the silent and quenched vuh:;mm‘-s
of the snow-crowned Popocatapetl, rearing its cold lead
upon the distant horizon. Nature sleeps, and the dead
sleep, and the weary soldier sleeps, while the sentry and
the stars keep watchitogether. But though the fires of
volcanoes may sleep, and the artillery may cease to flash,
the events of ume and providence will never sleep.
18
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”ISTHR\' MOVES ON. Its I'("L’l‘vl’llli‘.: pen never ceases to
write while man is an actor in the drama of providence,
and humanity continues to develop its mighty and myste-
rTON® powers;

On the morning jof the 21st, Scott, en route to Coyhoa-
can, was met l)}' commissioners from Santa Anna, pro-
posing an armistice. The ume was .not then agreed to,
but Scott told them he should sleep that night at Tacu-
baya. - The commissioners then told him that if he would
delay his march a few hours, they would send an order to
the ‘fortress of Chapuliepec not' 1o fire on him! The

general, however, did not delay his march, but entered

Tacubaya carly in the afternoony artended by the dragoons

alone s 'Worth’s division did net.arrive till late in the eve-
ning.! = That night Scott eccupied the Archiepiscopal
Palace of Mexico. At this-time it is unquestionably true
that the American general .might have entered the plaza
of Mexico; or have demolished its splendid edifices by the
fire of his bombs, He did not; but, in conformity with
the dietates- of humapity, on the following morning re-
ceivéd the propositions of the Mexican commissioners for
2 truce.— This he arranged on his own terms, when'the
negotialions commence d.

1

To understand this negotiation, we must recur to the
events in the order of time. Inthe first place; we must
fhote the'commission of President Polk to MriN. P, Trist.
It seems that on the 15th day of April, 1847, the Presi-
{ent gave a formal commission to Mr. Trist, 10 which he
states that he has ““invested him, in the fullest and mos!
complete manner, with\ample powet and authority; in the

' Letter in the Journal of Commerce
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name of the United States, to meet and confer with any
person or persons, who shall have similar authonty from
the republic of Mexico, and between them 10 negotiate
and conclude an arrangement of the differences which
exist between the two countries—a treaty of peace, ami-

ty, and lasting boundaries.”

The President had no power
by the Constitution, to censtitute a' mission to-a foreign
country, nor would he have power to make a treaty with-
out the advice and consent of the Senate. Mr. Trist,
then, notwithstanding his commission, was in fact the
mere agent of the President, and no more. ~Accordingly,
he carried out with him from the department of siate a
“ praject of a treaty” to be presented to the Mexican gov-
ernment?® The inference from this transaction is, that
the  cabinet at Washington supposed that the Mexiean
people were anxious for peace, and there was nothing for
the President of the United States to do but to say on
what terms peace should be made. The opposite of this
idea appears to have been the state of the Mexican mind,
for they met the American agent with instructions to their
commissioners that the treaty should be made on.the basis
that they had triumphed, and as if the war.could be pros-
ecuted by them with advantage.® In this spirit met the
commissioners. Mr. Trist, the agent of President Polk,
at two thousand miles from his principal, tied down to
the létter and détail of a treaty drawa up by the, Secretary
of State, without the power 1o change it; and the Mexican

' Sée copy of Mr. Trist’s commission.
% See official dopy of the *“* Project of & Treaty.
¥

? Sen couditions for the Mexican conunissioners drawn up by Sauta

Anna, Pacheco, &c., &c
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commissioners meeting him, as if their country was in-
tact, and their arms invuloerable to conquest.

On the 25th.of -August, Mr, Trist addressed a note to
the Mexican Minister of Foreign Relations, informing him
that he is ready to treat with commissioners on the part
of Mexico. On the 26th, Mr. Pacheco replies, that he is
engaged in appointing commissioners for that purppse,
who would assemble the following evening at the village
of -Atzcopozalco, an intermediate \point between the two
armies,

The invitation and appointment Mr. Trist accepted in
a-note of the same date.

Among the commissioners. appointed by the Mexican
secretary was General Herrera, formerly president of the
republic. This distinguished man promptly deelined the
appointment. The grounds on which he deelined are

worthy of note. He was-president in 1845, when the
mission of Slidell occurred. - He was willing to hear Shi-
dell state-his terms ; but that person, as we haye-already
stated, had neither the patience nor temper 10 wail and
watch-events; but impetuously demanded that he should

be immediately received. The downfall of Herrera im-
mediately took place ; and Herrera now says: “ For the
single act of being willing to listen to his propesitions,
my administration was calumniated in the most atrocious
manner, this act alone causing the revolution which de-
prived me of the command ; and to take part in the same
question, at this day, would cause a renewal of the cal-
amnies/which then assailed me.” Mr. Pacheco, however,
nsisted upon his_acceptance, and_he finally acted on the
commission. The Mexican commission was composed
of the following persons :

COMMISSIONERS MEET. T

Don Jose Joaquin de Herrera, general of division.
Don Bernardo Conto, general of brigade.

Don Ignacio Mora y Villamil, general.

Don Miguel Atristain,

Don Jose Miguel Arroyo, Secretary.

The great points of negotiation were the boundaries to
be drawn between Mexico and the United States, one
party insisting upon territory to be taken from the other.
The boundaries in the ¢ project” of Mr. Trist were chief-
ly these :

Article 4th of the * project” requires that the boundary
line should commence in front of the mouth of the Rio
Grandé, and should "follow the ‘middle of that river to the
southern boundary of New Mexico; thence west with the
southem line of New Mexico to the western boundary ;
thence north with the river Gila tll it empties into the
Rio Colorado ;" thence down the Colorado and the gulf
of Mexico to the Pacific.

Article 8th required the free right of way foréver over
the isthmus of Tehuantepec.

An examination of the map will show that our govern-
ment demanded, 1s2, The cession of the disputed terri-
tory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande; 2d, Of
New Mexico;; 182, Of beth, Upper and Lower California.

The Mexican commissioners presented a' counter-
project, which contained the following definition of boun-
dary :

1st, The dividing line between the two republics shall
commenge in the bay of Corpus Christi; thence to the
mouth of the Nueces; thence with the middle of said
stream to its source ; thence west to the eastern boundary

v
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New Mexico; thence north with that boundary to the

37th degree of latitude ; thence west with that parallel t

the Pacific..2d, That the government of Mexico would
found nol setlemeént_or colony between the Nueces and
the Rio Grande, leaying that country as an uninhabited
frontier.

The map shows that this proposition grants to the Uni-
ted|States the best part of California, while it proposes to
leave the ferritory in dispute an uninhabited region. = Bar-
ren by nature, it is not likely to'invite inhabitants till the
better parts of the continent are settled. In a subsequent
oral discussion between Mr. Trist and the Mexican com-
missioners, it appears that the former was willing to
abandon the claim to Lower California, and: to-refer the
decision on- the Nueces territory to the cabinet at Wash-
ington.” - As between Mr. 'Prist and the Mexican com-
missioners, the Tailure of the negotiation turned wholly
on the cldim ‘of the south part of New Mexico; for,
above the 37th degree Mexico had conceded every thing,
and M Trist, in\ the fiame of the United | States, was
willing to |concede Lower California. New Mexico had
never been claimed by the United States at all, previous
10.this negotiation, nor_had we any plausible claim to i
except that which President Polk had formally disclaimed,
—that of CUIM{UP“L:'

The formal report made by the Mexican commissioners
to the secretary for foreign relations, the 7th of Septem-
bcr, 1847, announced that the discussions had closed and

1 The Mexican commissioners’ statement to the secretary of foreign
affairs, dated Sept. Tth, 1547,

¥ President Polk disclaimed conquest in his messages.

NEGOTIATIONS

the negotiations failed. In the mean time, various docu-

ments had been issued by the Mexican authornties, which

disclosed the fact that. Mexico was not ready for peace.

One was a protesl of the representatives of the states of
Mexico, Jalisco, an | Zacatecas, s! \m'\l 1»:,' \iil('“'u'.ll Go-
mez Farias and his colleague deputies, declaring that, un-
der existing circumstances, the city of Mexico would not
allow the necessary freedom in its discussions and delib-
erations, if Congress should assemble in that city,and that
it would not comport with the dignity of the republic that
its representatives sii uld deliberate there on this matter.”
They also declared that any arrangement in regard Lo ex-
ternal relations, ** without the ratification of Congress,”
would be null and unconstitutional. They further affirm,
that this Step is taken with the express view lo save the
republic frun. the ignominy which would inevitably at-
tach to a treaty concluded and ratified under the guns of
the enemy, and on the day succeeding unlooked-for re-
verses.™ At the same time, the secrelary of state issued
a circular to the states of Puebla.and Mexico, calling for a
levy en masse, ** it order that they may attack and harass
therenemy-with whatever weapons each. may conveniently
procure, whe ther good or bad, by fire and sword, and by
every practic: able means which-it is pmsmlc toremploy in
the annihilating of an inva ling army. These and other
declasations and doeuments, ;:r yve conclusively that, how-
éver fairly-and-sincere ly General Herrera apd his col-
leagues may have conducte .d the negotiations, yet, in fact,

the Mexican population were indisposed to peace.

} ThHere 00 evidents that any considerable number of Mexicans have

ever been for peace.
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On the 6th of September, Scott had given General
Santa Anna notice of certain breaches of the armistce.
To this-the Mexican chief replied with similar complaints.
On the 7th, the failure of the negotiations became known,
and General Scott took his measures for the recommence-
ment of hostilities.

Before we proceed, however, to narrate events of new
and/lextraordinary interest) in the valley of Mexico, we
must turn aside to witness another and a sadder tragedy
one in which no rays of glory light up the darkness
of death, but the gloomy curtains of despair and shame
are /drawn round the unpitied and unhonored CrIM-
1NAL- " Desertion in the face of an enemy, and during
the existence of actual war, has been, among all nations
and in all time, punished with death. It is treason—dis-
loyalty—in its worst, least excusable, and most dangerous
form. Of this crime, were " the companies of St. Pat-
rick™ palpably and undentably guilty. They had fought in
the ranks of ‘the Méxican afmy, at the batteries of Churu-
busco ; they had fought longest and hardest against those
very (olurs whieh they had sworn to defend ; they were
deserters, and many of them were taken prisoners. Soon
after the battles - of the 20th, and while the negoliations
were pmxdnu_ twenty-nine of these men were tried by a
general éount-martial, of 'which Colonel Riley of . the 2d
infantry  was president. = The court found these men
guilty, (two-thirds of the whole court concurring m each
several case,) and sentenced each one of them to hang
by the neck ull dead. ~In a general order, dated the 8th
of September, General Scott approved the sentence, with

1 See the Report of General Rincon.
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the exception of three, who had deserted prévious to the
commencement of the war, and two others, who were rec-
ommended to fayor by the court ; and four, in whose pallia-
tion there appeared some mitigating circumstances. The
remainder were execated :mmrt'xvmi to the sentence. Sixr-
teen were executed at San Angel, on the 10th of Septem-
ber. Sir of the whole number tried were deserters from
the 3d infantry, three from the 5th infantry, four from the
Tth infantry, 2wo from the 2d infantry, fh‘t; frj('»m the 3d ar-
tillery, six from the 4th artillery, one from the 1st artillery,
and two from the 2d dragoons. General Scott, in (‘X.‘\"ll;l-
ing the proceedings of ‘the court, appears to have released
every man from the penalty of death, in whose favor any
reason-or mitigation could be pleaded. ~Among the lhrc’e
whom he found were not legally subject to the penalty of
death, because they had deserted previous tothe commence-
ment of the war, was the notorious Riley, the commander
of the deserters’ company. His sf‘nlcm‘;r was commuted,
80 that he:was lashed and branded. ‘The leston given by
this terrible execution was undoubtedly a sévere one, but
one which war necessarily carries with it, and without
which the discipline of the army could not be maintained.

On the Tth September, Scott, having determined to
carry the city of Mexico by assault, accompanied by Gen-
eral Worth, made a. reconnaissance of the farmi ..ixk' de-
fences of  the enemy immediately in front of Tacubaya,
and commanding the principal P.u,.-'v\\'qy and the :u;m-d;xct
supplying the city with water. This «.hson-;m..,f deter-
mined the general-in-chief to attack what may be called
the) defences of Chapultepec: These were sf"\‘t‘r;a', col-
laterally supporting one another, and constituting on the
whole a very strong point d’appui and support for the

Y2
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Mexican army; the larger part (if not the whole) was
now ;ps:-::.'."ir-.". it this point. We must now take a view
of these defences to understand the actions which ensued.
Early ‘on(the same-morning, Captain Mason of the engi-
nm*r; made a close and daring reconnaissance of theene-
my's Jine, round and < on Chapultepec. The results of
this:investigation, may be thos stated :

The lide village of # Tagubaya, at which General
Scott’s headquarters had been \now established m’nr]_\'
three weeks, is about two miles'and a half from the city
of Mexico. Abont twelve hundred yards.north of it
just /u'u'nf-/:]u;:lx range for twelve-pounders, is .I!n‘ ?\i]l
and- fortified  buildings of Chapultepee. At this point,
the canseway branches off to the east, being about two
miles in length to the city. //Fhe Tacubaya road passed
on till,-in two miles mores i entered the San Cosme
causeway. TPhese causeways are the avenues 1o the
cily ; :‘:;:! bombsand cannon’of heavy calibre, placed on
the-.hill of Chapultepec, eould I'H','Hu'.:/lt.’ them, and the
city utself. The kn ywiedge of this fact informs us, at
once, \\EW (;-_'Iu'.‘.x‘. Scott de¢ :n(':l it necessary 1o pn.-asv»’
this (nxﬂh’r. in order to take the city. Once ].ns;essed.
the. city must fall of course. Without it, the avenues
to the 'r:t\'. and the city itself, would be .-\}.usml to the
bombardment of the gnemy’s batieries.

Lét us now examine in detail; the particular points of
the defence.

CuAPULTEPEC is a porphyritic rock, called in the Aztec
language, ** Grasshopper’s Hill.” hI rose from the former
margin of thelake—was the resort of the Aziec princes,
aml'ls {(hereal” siteof the much-sought Halls ‘of Lhe

Montezumas. Here are the remains of gardens, groves,
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and grottoes—the lingering remnants of that magnificence
which adorned the ancient city of Mexico. Here also,
the Spanish viceroys selected their residence, as the
most beautiful spot in the valley of Mexico. And here
was now placed the Military college. The cadels of the
institution were now among its defenders. The build-
ings on the top were well fortified, and the hase of the
hill was nearly surrounded by a thick stone-wall. On
the north, east, and south, this hill was abrupt and
stony. On the west only (from the city) it seemed to
permit any ;x}»pru;u'h. On this side, dowa the slope, was
a heavy forest. On this side, the American commander
determined to assault it; but here also, were formidable
defences. .

Er Mouixo per Rex is just at the foot of this hill-
slope—adjoins the grove of trees, and is a stone building
of thick' and high walls, with towers at the end. This
was strongly garrisoned, and made a sort of depot, and
was supposed to have been used as a foundry rccently,
though really built formills, and called, * the King's Mill.”

Casa pe Mara 1s another massive, thick-walled stone
building, standing about four ‘hundred yards to the west
of Molino del Rey, and in a straight line with that

and the castle of (‘hq)ll!l«.‘;w‘(‘. It is also at the foot

of a gentle declivity or ridge, descending from the village
of Tacubaya.

It follows-then,” from this topographical survey, that
Chapultepec is a position commanding all the roads
around, and that this position can be approached onlyon
one side; onwhich 18 a grove of trees; and that at the
foor of this .i]f:]v(‘, lie Molino del Rl'_\ ind Casa de Mata,

[ |

well defended, so that the first attack must necessanly
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be made on Molino del Rey, or Chapultepec could not
be taken; and if not taken, there was no safe passage
to-the ¢ity-~The first thing to be done then, was the
storming of Molino del Rey.

Accordingly, after the reconnaissance of the 7th, Gen-
eral Scott ordered General Worth with the 1st division,
feinloreed by Cadwallader’s hrigade, and a detachment
of 'dragoons and artillery, 10 attack and carry the lines
and defences of the encmy.-at the foot of the hill;
capture Molino'del Rey ; destroy the supposed materiel
there; and then withdraw again to the village of Ta-
cubaya.!

The position of the enemy was well selected to de-
fend the naturally strong grounds they had assumed. His
left rested upon and accupied the stone building, Molino
del Rey ; his right, in the same manner, rested upon the
stone building called Casa dé Mata. Midway between
these Was his field-battery, and on each side of it was his
lines of infantry® " The Mexican account of the position
of their-army does not differ essentially from that given
by our officers: Tt states, that the left wing of their army
rested on Molino del Rey, close to the forest of Chapul-
tepec’; that this point was commanded by General Leon.
who had the battalion of Mina, and the baualions of
Union aud La Patria’of Qaxaca, the ¢ompanies of Puebla,
and @ body from Queretaro, all composed of National
Guards. The right wing rested on the Casa de Mata, and
was composed of the brigade of General Perez, fifteen

3 Official Despatch of General Worth, dated Sept. 10th, 1847.
% General Worth'’s Report.
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hundred of the segular army.' - Independent of these
strongly-garrisoned fortresses, the Mexican army, to the
pumber of at least ten thousand men, under the command
of Santa Anna, were posted as above described, in a line
with a field-battery between posts. The corps ordered
by General Scott 1o the attack of this line was composed
as follows :

1st division, (General Worth,) : . about 2,000
Cadwallader’s brigade, (11th, 14th, and Voltigeurs) 784
Three squadrons of dragoons and cmn[x.x”nv of
mounted riflemen, under Major Sumner, . C . 270
Drum’s battery, (three field-pieces,)
Huger's bauery, (two 24-pounders;) 100

Total corps of General Worth,? . men 3,154

It must be recollected, however, that when this arrange-
ment was made, no one in the American army knew the
real strength of the fortified posts occupied hy' the Mexi-
can army. Worth made the most judicious arrangements
for the attack. 'The object in view was to break up, 1st,
the enemy’s lines of intrenchments, and, 2dly, to destroy
the munitions in Molino del Rey, after which the troops
were tojretire. ‘Those defences being completely under
the guns of the castle of Chapultepec, it may be assumed
that the commanding-general deemed it unnecessary o
retain the troops in that exposed situation, when Ihc.ob-

' Extract from the Boletin, Mexican nowspaper.

* General Warth's Report.
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ject for which they had gone theréiiliad’ been accom- began by the. fiffg of Huger's battery (24-pounders) on

pli'\'hml' Molino del Rx'y_ which continued till tha strong point
Worth divided his corps into three columns, with a was sensibly shaken.! At this time, the storming party

reserve, 10 dct respectively against the wings and centre under Major Wright rushed forward, under the L"il'-ZZHICVC

of the enemy. —1st: The right column (opposite the en- f Captain Mason of th

emy's left, Molino del Reéy) was composed of (Garland’s They *were received

e engineers, nd Lieut. Foster.

\A

unexpectedly with ‘a tr mendous

. = . Thic . . = o . = . 5
brigade, 10 look &t and in ume attack El Molino. This fire of artillery. They still dashed on, drove the arullery-

i~

column/ was :m-nmi,:miu-d by Captain Drum, and two men from their pieces, and had a« taken the b

pieces of-artillery, To attack with this column, and thus tery, when the enemy, perceiving how small was the body

keep in check Chapultepec“and its defences, Captain of men by whom he was dispossessed, re-rallied, and th

- A f——

Huger’s battery of 24-pounders yyas placed on the ridge infantry of their whole line poured in a destructive fire

descending from ['acubaya, and at about six hundred Here no less than eleven out of only fourteen officers were

yards from El Molino. | 2d. A storming party of five either killed or wounded ! The column was driven back

— —— - -

hundred picked men was placed to the left of this bat- for a moment, and the Mexican troops regained possession

-

-
-

tery. under the command of /Major Wright of the 8th of the disputed point. | They are said to have killed

infantry, to~assail/the enemv's centre, and capture his nearly all the wounded left on the field 1 The light bat-

field-battery. ~3d. The second brigade (now under the ' talion left to cover Huger's battery, and the right wing
command ._.xf Colonel MfIntosh) was phm‘d higher up the of Cadwallader’s brigade, upder Captain Kirby Smith,
ridge, accompanied by Duncan's battery, to watch the y \an “:7‘“' ordered forward. They eame gallantly into ac-
enemy’s left, support Maj Wright, or assail, as circum- tion: The enemy'’s line was defeated. The contested

> . 1 ¥ ] v o ] - L. £ ks ”
stances might require. Cadwallader's brigade was held point-was carried, and the two-wings of the enemy, Mo-

1 ‘ 11 ¢ o] - | ~ { » " ] -~ s lat
in reserve, in a posilon between the last column (M‘In lino del Rey and Casa de Mata, were left isolated.

tosh’s) and the battering guns, that they might support Ot ot right the battle Taged with equal firy and, with

either ‘column, as they might need: Sumner's. dragoons squal success. Garland's brigade, sustained by Drum’s

| . 1 llarr | deeatiied ) f £ 4 . }
were 'on the estreme [left, suarding that flank. Such artillery, assaulted tho left of the enemy at Molino del

- g 2 = > VIR nd afrer oM nfliet drsves o Fery v} ~ 2
were the dispositions made by Worth' on the might of the tey, and after aHot conflict drove him from that appa-

mih of September. At 3 0 lock on the morning of the rently impregnable position under the guns of Chapuhe-
f
f

gth. the columas were pul in motion, and at daylight they nec. On the left ¢

our army, at Casa de Mata, anothér
‘ !

.

: | | Tl
were all in| their respective | posihions. At halkpast 4 fearful and-bloody action was maintained Flie brigade
N al
s. oM., when things could be distincily seem, the ‘battle

s — . ' General Worth'

' Lotter [r

} See Worth's Official Report S
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of Colonel M‘Intosh moved on. till by ceming in front. of
Duncan’s battery, that was for a time silent, and the ad-

vancing column assaulted Casa de Mata. Again the en-

emy'’s defences.proved stronger than had Been anticipated.
) 3 I

Instead of field! intrenchments, or an old house, it was a
strong stone citadel, with bastions and ditches. Within
musket range; a deadly fife of musketry was opened upon
the advancing column. ~Still the column rushed on till it
reached the very verge of the parapet! Again did the
heroes of ‘Mexico fall within sight of victory. M*Intosh,
Scott, Waite, had now fallen, and the column fell back to
the left of Duncan’s battery, again to rally, and again to
charge,  Just ds this attack<was made, a heavy column
of gavalry and infantry was seen defiling round the ene=
my's right upon our extreme left. Thousands of the
Mexican lancers in bright uniform now came to crush
apparently the small band who were storming Casa de
Mata. Then.it was that Duncan’s battery, silent by the
interposition of our storming column, moved rapidly to
the extreme left, supported by the Voltigeurs, under Gol-
onel Andrews, .AS the Mexican column came within range
of “canister-shot, the battery opened an effective fire,
which soon scattered its columns. At the same moment,
Major Sumner’s cavalry, formed on the left, charged and
completed the rout. The retreat of: our assauling in-
fantry had again opened Casa de Mata to the fire of our
artillery. Tt was opened upon it. The Mexican infantry
was already defeated. Their cavalry . was already in
flight. A few shots more from our artillery, and Casa de
Mata was abandonéd.) 'All was now done  that was at-
tempted. - Molino del Rey was taken. Casa de Mata
was taken. Fourteen thousand of the Mexican army,

UAY TRa ONFION LY ROMNYNHD
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thus slrun_’;‘_\‘ puslcd, had been defeated !’)' 4‘.'1('-(0.”.'1

their numbers. Fifty-two commissioned officers and eight
J g

hundred prisoners were captured. Great quanulies of
arms and ammunition were also taken.

Casa de Mata was blown up, and the ammunition and
other materiel of war found in Molino del Rey destroyed.
When this was accomplished, these places were evacau-
ated by the orders of the commander-in-chief. It is ewi-
dent to all intelligent minds that they could not be held
unless Chapultepec had also been carried ; for that, the
corps under Worth were inadequate, and were not de-
tached for that purpose. The testimony of Ueneral
Worth, furnished in his official report, proves that after
the most accurate and daring reconpaissance on the part
of the engineers, and also by general officers, the impres-
sion was left on the minds of all those officers, that the
defences of Molino del Rey, and especially of Casa de
Mata, were less strong than they really proved to be.
They were thought likewise to be more important and
valuable 10 the Mexican army than they really were, as
depositories of munitions. General Scott, therefore, had
detached an ample force to carry outposts of such a kind
as were anticipated, but insufficient to carry, without too
much loss, the castle of Chapultepec. The movement
was necessary, however, for another and a'difierent reason
from \those which have been given. Chapultepec must
be carried. To do this, the destruction of the defénces
at the foot of the hill, and covering the Mexican army,
was essential to success. The strength of those defences,
unknown and impossible to/know, was the only cause of
the extraordinary loss, which rendered this pre ;n:rh-»:n.xhly
the bloodiest battle of the war. One-fourth of Worth'’s
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entige force were either killed or wounded! Nor were
the Mexicans less sorely injured. Desperately did they
fight.—Leon, their bravest general; Balderez, the gal-
lant coloneliof the Battalion of Mina; Huerta, Moteos,
and |other distinguished officers, were lost on that fatal
field.

Such was ‘the battle.of Mouino peL ReY; long to be
remermbered as the! scene of extraordinary actions, and
long grieved, as that which made the graves of brave and
noble men.

On the afternoon of the 8th, the corps of Worth, hav-
ing accomplished the purpose of the battle, retired to
Tacubaya, and the commander-in-chief directed his in-
quiries to the defences of Mexico and thesmodes-of over=
coming them. On the 9th-and 10th, reconnaissances
were made in every practicable direction, especially by
the engineers Lee, Beauregard, Stevens, and Tower, and
also by the commander-in-chief. These reconnaissances
were especially directed.to the south and west. The San
Antonia road (on which lay Antonia and Churubusco)
came in on thesouth. This is the road, the reader will
recollect, by which the army had advanced ull after the
batile. of  Churubusco... Then it diverged to the north-
west, through Coyhoacan, San Angel, and Tacubaya.
This roadiwas;in factythe great Acapulco road; passing
gouthwest from the city of Mexico to the Pacific ocean,
and which the army had reached by its bold and success-
ful march round the Lake Chaleco. The general-in-chief
and engineer now sought, whether by this or any other
route; they could most successfully approach and enter
the city. The observations disclosed these facts; thal

there were 1st, Iive great roads ]r‘:uim;_z to the cily of
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Mexico, viz.:! the road to Vera Cruz, which the army
had followed to Ayotla; the road to Acapulco, by which
it advanced to Antonia and Churubusco; the road to To=
luca, on which it now was, at Tacubaya; the road to
Guadalupe, by which Santa Anna finally retreated ; and
the road to Tampico, which went northeast round Lake
Tezeuco. 2d, These roads terminated in eight gates.
Three of these gates were approached by causeways from
the Acapulco road, viz.: the San Antonia, I’cn!i;!n, and
Piedad ; two by the Toluca road, by Tacubaya, viz.:
Chapultepec and San Cosme. Each of the other three
roads had a gate also. These gateways were small forts
mounting cannon, which, in time of peace, were used as
a sort-of custom-houses; the -city.being unapproachable
from any other quarter than these causeways. They were
now converted into a sort of bastions for the cny.'or en-
filading forts: Around the greater part of the city, es-
pecially where these great roads approached, there was a
great diteh, or canal, which it was almost impossible to
bridge in/face of the enemy’s cannon and small-arms.
Let the reader now conceive the city and defences of
Mexico, as'we have deseribed their features. A large,
regular, solid-built city, at the very bottom of a large, ob-
long valley, surrounded by a lofty range of mountains.
These mountains turn the water into the valley below,
forming /great lakes, occupying no small ‘part of the
entire surface of the valley. The city is partially
drained from these inundating waters; but only par-
ually so. Much the greatest part of the land between
thesé lakes is, in the rainy season, a marsh, too wet and

' Stealey’s map of the environs of Mexico.
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boggy for wagons, or horses, or an army to pass. Over
these bogs and wet grounds the great causeways are cut,
and over them only can the city be approached. The
entrances of these causeways are defended by the bas-
tioned gateways: and finally, around the city is a canal,
or ditch. It was now the wet season, and the ground
was marshy and the lakes high. Such was the series of
obstacles, natural and artificial, which, on the 9th of Sep
tember, presented themselves ‘1o the experienced eye of
General Scoit.  He saw himself with a small army, re
duaced by bloody battles and severe sickness, in the heart
of the valley of Mexico. In front, a city of two hundred
thousand inhabitants, an army of twenty-five thousand
men, and defences, which in other hands would seem im-
pregnable ; and finally, with the line of his communica-
tion, connecting the army with the base of its supply, cut
off! This position was one, which can only be equalled
in military history by the conquest of Egypt by Bonaparte,
when his retreat wascut off by the English victory of
Aboukir Bay. The difference is, that Napoleon was
foiled; but the American general was not. Mexico had no
St. Jean d’Acre for the general who had conquered at
Niagara, at San d’Ulloa, at Cerro Gordo, and Churu-
busco! He marched on, and marched wvicloriously
through all the obstacles of nature and of art!

On'the 11th of September, Scott had completed all his
reconnaissances, made his arrangements, and now had
determined on the final assault. The general determined
to attack the western, or southwestern.gates, by the Cha-
pultepee causeway: but, to deceive the enemy, and econo-
mize our own soldiers, he arranged a masked movement
against the southern gates, while the real one was on the
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other side. The point of attack was Chapultepec. The
mask movement was made by the divisions of Quitman
and Pillow, in daylight, on the 11th, marching from Coy-
hoacan to manceuvre and make false attacks on the San
Autonia road, before the gates of the south side. In the
same manner Twiggs, with Riley’s brigade, and Taylor’s
and Steptoe’s batteries, was left in front of the same gates
to threaten and act according to circumstances. The for-
mer divisions (Pillow's and Quitman's) were to return_by
night to Tacubaya, while Twiggs still remained on the
southerr front; Smith’s brigade was posted at San Angel;

Worth's division remained with the gcnemllin-clucf, at

Tacubaya. This was the position of the several corps
on the afternoon of the 11th,' That night, the divisions
of Pillow aad Quitman meved up to Tacubaya, according
to the orders of the general-in-chief, previously given;
Twigge, with bis brigade and batteries alone remaining,
to keep up the appearance of attack on the south side;

All things were now ready for the full development of
the assault. The point dappus for the enemy was the
Castle of Chapultepec, and coastituted, the point of attack
for the American army—commanding with its cannon,
the Chapuhtepec and San Cosmo causeways. We have
already described the hill of Chapaltepec, a steep, bluff,
rocky heéight, rising ong handred and fifty'feet above the
surrounding grounds, and defended by a strong castle of
thick stone walls. The whole fortress or work of defence,
is about nine hundred feet in length; and the terre-plein
and main buildings, about six hundred feet.

The following account i8 given by an-officer of the army

1 Seott's Official Report, dated Sept. 18th, 1847, No. 34
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“The Castle is about ten feet high, and the whole
structure, including the wings, bastions, parapets, re-
doubts, (and /|bafteries, is very strongly built, and of the
most splendid architecture. A splendid dome decorates
the top, rising in great majesty about twenty feet above

the: whole | truly’ grand . and magnificent pile, and  near
which! is |the front centre, ‘'supported by a stone arch,
upon which is painted the coat-of-arms of the republic,
wt\ere oneé floated ! the tri-colored banner, but is now
decorated by the glorious stars and stripes of our own

happy land. “Two. very stronigly-built stone walls sur-
round the whole ; and at the west end, where we storm-
ed the works, the outer' walls ‘are some ten feel apart,
and twelve or fifteen feet high, over which we charged
by the help of fascines. It was defended by heavy ar-
tillery, manned by/the most learned and skilful gunners
of their armyyincluding some French artillerisis of dis-
tinction. . The !infantry “force consisted of the officers
and students of ‘the institution, and the national guards,
and chosen men-of war of the republic—the whole under
the command of General Bravo, whom we made prisoner.
The awhole hill is. spotted with, forts_and outposis, and
stone and mud walls, which were filled with their picket
or castleiguard:, Ashuge high stone-wall; extends;around
the whole frowning craggy mount, and another alonyg the
southeast base, midway from the former and the castle.
A well-paved road leads up in a triangular form to the
main gate, entering thé south terve-plein ; and the whole
works ‘are ingeniously and beautifully ornamented with
Spanish fastidiousness and skill.”

! Lotter of Lieut. Sutten, of the 15th Infantry, in the Union.
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This was now ta be assanlted—and the nexi siep was,
on the night of the 11th, the erection of batieries which
would command the fortress. The. ground for these
was traced out by Caplains Huger. and Lee, and they
were thus placed ;

Battery No. 1, mounted two mgh'u:e:n-pmln-,ic-rs. and
one eight-inch mortar, and was commanded by Captam
Drum. This battery was about six hundred yards from
the castle, just to the left of the Tacubaya road.

Baitery No. 2, mounted one tw enty-four pounder, and
one eight-inch mortar, and was commanded by Captain
Haguer, of the Ordnance. This battery was placed to
the front and to the left of Tacubaya, a litile further from
the castle.

Battery No. 3, mounted one eighteen-pounder, and one
eight-inch mortar. This was placed half way between
Tacubaya and Molino del Rey, and was commanded by
Captain Brooks and Lieutenant Anderson, of the 2d ar-
tillery, alternately.

Battery No. 4, was placed near Molino del Rey—was
commanded by Lieutenant Stone, of the Ordnance, and
mounted one large mortar.

The object of “these™ baneriés ‘was 10 cripple the de-
fences of the castle, preparatory to an assault. Ac-
cordingly, the next, morning, (the 121h,) these batteries
being in position, commenced firing’ at daylight. The
air was filled with blazing fuzes and whirling bills
Every ball went through the building, and every-shell
tore up the ramparts—while from the bastions and bat-
teries (of Chapuliepec, the, enemy rained down an in-
cessant fire upon the assailants below. Such was the

work of the 12th—closed only when daylight disap-
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peared, and left the troops to darkmess and to a short
repose.

The divisions of Pillow and Quitman were in . posi-
tion on the night of the 11th, waiting for orders.  Twiggs
was still firing away-at the southern gates, to divert and
deceive the enemy. 'On the afternoon of the 12th,
Smith's brigade (stationed at San Angel) was nioved up
tos Piedad,a small village/ two miles from Chapultepec.
General Séott had appointed: the momentary cessation of
fire)from-our batteries, as a signal of assault. This was
to/ take place in two columns, commanded respectively
by Generals- Quitman and Pillow, each preceded by a
storming party of two hundfed and fifty seleet men; and
the whole  supported by Waorth’s division in. reserve,
The storming party for Pillow, was furnished from Worth’s
division, and commanded by Captain MecKenzie, of the
2d artillerye” The storming party of Quitman’s column
was_furnished by Twiggs® division, and 'commanded by
Captain. Casey, of the 2d infantry.

AL 8 A. M., on the morning of the 13th, the general-in
chief sent word, by his aids, to Pillow and Quitman, that
the concerted signal was about to be given.! The bri-

gade of General Smith had left Piedad, at 6 a. u., and

was now arrived on the ground. It was to act with the
column of Quitman.  The column of Pillow was to ad-
vauce on the west side, that of Quitman on the southeast.
The reserve under Worth was to tarn the castle, and
come into the road on the north, there either to assist in
the assault or cut off the retreat of the enemy.

This entire plan was, successfully carried out. /Both

! Genera!l Scott's Official Report.
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columns charged with alacrity at 9 a. ». of the 13th
Pillow advanced through an open grove on the west, filled
with sharpshooters. These were speedily dislodged, and
the calumn emerged into an opening at the foot of the rocky
acclivity. Here General Pillow was wounded, and the

L The bro-

command devolved on General Cadwallader.
ken acclivity was still to be ascended, and a redoubt half-
way up to be carried.. Bravely led by gallant officers,
bravely did the men advance. Slowly, but surely
did they advance; step by step the ground is gained.
Now the first battery is taken! Now the soldiers march

over mines ¥

Now the match is lighted to fire them '
The man is shot down, and the assailants are safe, from
all ‘but this terrible shower of balls! Now they reach
the ditch, and the stone wall is beyond. The fas-
 are applied—the ditch is bridged. The scaling

ladders are applied to that massive wall, and they mount !

cines

they mount! The castle is carried, and now the flags of
these brave regiments fly on #ts ramparts! The loud
hurral resounds through the ranks !

But what is doing by the column of the brave Quit-
man? Have they no part 7~ As bravely, and as actively,
and successfully did they storm the rock-built castle of
Chapuliepec.

! Official Report

* Genernl Scott, in his Official Report, says that men in attampting to
ire the mines were shot down. General Bravo, who commanded, says
Gat the engineer who had charge of them disappoared, and they could
sl be fired. Both stalemonts ars no dotibt true.

¥ Fascines are bandles of withes, or sticks, ticd round and filled up with

earth;, to fill up ditchen
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Moving over a causeway from Tacubaya, flanked on
either side by deep ditches, and cut in several places,
Quitman had little room to manceuvre, while in front was
a’strong body of the enemy, and two or three small pieces.
All these obstacles were.overcome, the enemy routed, and.
the volunteers of Quitman, of New York, of Pennsylva-
nia; and. of ‘South Carolina, arrived in time to join the
storming parties, as they scaled the walls of Chapultepec.
Here, too, the * Rifles,” soroften distinguished, joined the
assault, and /shared in the bloodiest adventures of the
day. An officer of ‘that gallant corps thus deseribes the
scene :

«iAfter about an hour’s hard firing, the enemy’s fire be-
gan to slacken, and the word was given 10 charge. We
rushed forward, and in three minutes we carried the
first battery.~ The rifles entered the battery with the
storming party, which was ¢ommanded by one of its cap-
tains. We followed the fugitives close up to the aque-
duet;dnd, turning to the left, clambered up the steep path
to the enstle. Thé enemy were running down in crowds,
and the slaughter was tremendous in the road andorchard.
Our men were infuriated by the conduct of the Mexicans
at Molino del Rey, and took but few prisoners: The
castle was completely torn to pieces ; nearly every part
was riddled by our shot, while the pavements and fortifi-
cations were completely torn up by the shells. In 1t
were crowds of prisoners of every rank and color ; among
whom were fifty general officers, and about a hundred
cadéts 6f ‘the 'Mexican military academy. The latter
were pretty little fellows, from ten to sixleén | years
of age. Several of them were killed. fighting like de-
mons, and indeed they showed an example of cour-
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age worthy of imitation by some of their superiors in
rank.”

Thus was Chapultepec taken. Its rocky heights—its
strong batleries—its military college—its mines—ils suc-
coring army—were all in vain. The heroes who had
stormed the hill of Contréras, the intrenchments of Chu-
rubusco, and the King’s Mill, failed not here. Chapul-
tepec is taken, and the great causeways to Mexico are no
longer defended by fortresses. The gates alone remain.

Just at this time the general-in-chief arrived at the
castle, and took a coup d’eil view of the whole field, as it
lay around the city of Mexico. His determination was
instantly taken. On the right, the road passed on to the
Belen gate ; on the left, it passed to the San Cosmo
causeway and gate. Worth had tarned the castle during
the conflict, passed round to the north centre of Chapul-
tepec, and there mitacked the right wing of the Mexican
army on the road. Now he had already pursued the ene-
my, and was marching on the San Cpsmo road. Quitman
on the other hand was pursuing the enemy by the cause-
way 10 the Belen gate.  Scott knew that the San Cosmo
gate was easier taken than the Belen, and therefore or-
dered Cadwallader's brigade and other forces up o Worth,

intending his to be the main attack. He garrisoned Cha-

pultepec 'with' the | 151l reginient of infaniry, and after
sending guns and ammunition ito, both Worth ‘and Quit-
man, and taking care of the ordnance and prisoners, he fol-
lowed Worth’s division on the San Cosmo road. \_This

corps soon come to a suburb, just in front of the gate of

San Cosmo, and there found the enemy again prepared

} fotter in the New York Courier and Eaquirer.
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for battle; behind ditches, and 'on the flat roofs of houses,
making the village a fortification, and defending it inch by
inch., The pioneers, with picks and crowbars, soon made
their way through windows and houses, burrowing their
way. 'The mountain howitzers began to play, and by 8 P. M.
the positions were carried, and Worth quiélly rested his
troops 10 the suburbs of Mexico. A single gate, unable
to make successful resistance now, alone raised its feeble
barrier between--the aorthman ‘and the now humbled con
querors of the Aztecs.

On the other causeway the stene was yet more remark-
able. Quitman, reinforced with Smith's brigade, in the
ardor of pursuit had carried an intermediate battery, and
actually entered the Belen'gate, after a hard battle. The
capture of the Belen gate 1s thus described by an officer

of the * Rifles.”
“ Again we commenced our slow and deadly march, as
g ]

we gradually approached the garila, or gale of the city,
the enemy retrealing slowly before us. As soon as they
crossed the gate a yremendous fire of artillery opened
upon us on both-sides of the aqueduct as well as from
two flanking batteries on both sides the road. Here our
Slowly creeping from arch to arch,

loss was very greal.
we lost many men by the batteries in front, while the fire
from flanking batteries coming through the arches killed
piany who were safe from that in front. About noon 'we
got close up to the garita, and the enemy’s’ fire being
pardy silenced by our artillery in the road, and thus being
driven out of the cross-battery on the left, we once more
gave the rifle yell, and charged the garita. Again we
were first, and at twently minutes past one, of the 13th of
September, the regiment entered the city of Mexico.
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Bpt our work was not yet- ended. Directly in front. was
?;l‘lr ::;:::“b:lg:?:w::hf ﬁurukmg b.u'.crifrs as before.
T orward, and assisted by some
others we occupied a house and some of the arches, and
not only kept them off, but repelled four aur:mp'ls at
charges which they made. Meanwhile we had construct-
ed a battery of sand-bags at the garita, and kept up a
sharp fire in front. Towards dark those in front were
recalled, and all retired behind the batteries. That night
the battery was completed, and the men slept on their
arms in the arches of the aqueduct.”™
'l'!ma closed the 13th of September in the valley. of
Mexico. The morning had found the armies of the North
and the South in a yet undecided position. k is true that
victory had constantly granted her favors to the army of
Scott ; but that army was small, and the columns of the
enemy were numerous, and his defences strong. Cha-
,pullcpcc Jooked down from almost impmgnuhl:hei"hts
I'he rays of the risen sun glanced from the piunmsomui
swords and guns of twenty thousand men. Mexico poured
out her throng to defend her gates and walls, and ditches
.a.nd causeways raised their obstacles and cu\harmssmcn\lﬂ
in the way of the American general.. Night had nm;.'
come, and all these arms, and fortresses, and soldiers, and
ohstacles had disappeared, as if charmed away h): the
magician's wand, before the triumphant (‘m‘r\f‘;' of the
northern soldier. ' The flag of the republic of ::in‘ North
waved in the evening breeze from the rock-built castle of
Chapultepec, and now as the clouds of night gatherin
darkness round it¥ summit, some hmvshm!.t!oghmuy find

! Lotter in the New York Courier and Eoaqoirer.
AA
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his meal on the ‘cold fiesh of its brave but unfortunate
defenders. . The clouds will break away, and the slars
beam oat wpon ‘that lonely hill; but from those cold
bodies no clond will ‘break, no stars beam out on earth
forhe Toved hearts who wait and watch for them.! The
victor rushes on ! Batteries are taken, causeways passed,
and his cannon thunder and batter at the gates of Mexico.
Night has found him too, and'the sentinel alone keeps
watch round the wearied soldier of America, who sinks
to rest’with his garments yet rolled in blood. Neither
the'glorions drama of such a day, the grandeur of such &
scene, nor the strange novelty of such events, can repel
the weariness, of fatigue, or prevent the necessity of re-
pose. He sinks to rest as softly and calmly as the inno-
cent ehild, and welcomes to big aching limbs and drowsy
eyes,

v Tired Nature's swoet restorer, balmy sleep.”

Daylight of the 14th of September had scarcely arrived,
when the Ayuntamiento (city council) of Mexico waited
upon General Scott, informed him that both the Mexiean
government and army had marched out of the city some
hours before, and demanded terms of cupnnl.xlion.’ The
general replied- that the city was virtually in"his power
the ‘night previous, and that the American army wonld
come under no terms not self-imposed. = About daylight
he gave his orders 1o Warth and Quitman to advance and

occupy the city. The corps of Quitman rushed forward,

! Intercepted Mexican letters ghow that many of the Mexican officers
were anxiously awaited by sisters, wives, and mothers.
1 Scott's Official Despatch

GEN. SCOTT ENTERS THE GRAND PLAZA. 303

and soon the colors of its regiments were planied on the
far-famed palace of Mexico.  Worth’s division had been
delayed at the Alameda ; that the meg who had entered
the Belen gate the night before, might: be first in the
grand plaza. At 7 A. M, o0 the 14th of September,
1847, the flag of the American Union was hoisted on the
walls of the national palace in the city of Mexico. Soon
after this event, at 9 4. M., a *““tremendous hurrah broke
from the corner of the plaza, and in a few minutes were
seen the towering plumes and commanding form of our
gallant old hero, Gexerar Scorr, escorted by the 2d
dragoons. The heartfelt welcome that came from our
little band was such as Momezumas’ Halls had never
heard, and must have deeply affected the general.™

Soon after this a firing was heard, and 1t appeared that
the Leperos; or mob of the city, with some liberated con-
victs, had made an insurrection. A fire was opened on
our men from the flat roofs of houses, from windows and
corners of streeis, by the vagabonds of the city, liberated
convicts, and disbanded soldiers. This was nt.-‘l put down
till_twenty-four hours had passed, and till many were
killed and wounded. The object was as much plunder,
as hatred 2

We insert here the -official report of the commander-

in-chief, General Scoft,

' Lotter of an officer of the Rifles
* Seatt’s Official Report
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OFFPICIAL . DESPATCH OF GEN. SCOTT.

HEADQUARTERS"OF THE ARMY.
Nautional Palace of Mexico, Sept. 15, IM}'.%

Sir:—At the end of another series of arduous and brilliant
operations of more than forty-eight hours’ continuance, this
glorious army Hoisted, on the morning of the 14th, the colors
of the United States on the walls of this palace.

The victory-of the 8th, at the Molino del Rey, was fol-
lowéd by daring reconnoissances on the part of our distin-
guished enginecrs—Czlplv. Lee, Lieuts. Beauregard, Stevens,
and “Tower,—Mujor Smith, senior, being sick, and Capt,
Masgon, third in rank, wounded.” Their operations were di-
rected principally to the south—towards the gates of the
Piedad, San Angel, (Nino Perdido,) San Antonio, and the
Paseo de 1a Viga.

This city stands on a slight swell of ground, near the
centre of an irregular basin, and’ is girdled with a ditch in its
greater extent—a nayigable canal of great breadth and depth
—vyery diffieult to bridge in the presence of an enemy, u.n'd
serving at once for drainage, ¢ustom-house purposes, and mili-
tary defence ; leaving eight entrances or gates, over arches—
each of which we found defended by a system of strong
works, that seemed to require nothing but some men and guns
to be impregnable.

Outside and within the cross-fires of those gates, we found
to the south other obstacles but little less formidable. All the
approaches near the city are over elevated CAUSEWAYS, cut in
many places (to_oppose us), and flanked on both sides by
ditehes, also of unusual dimensions.  The numerous Cross-
roads are flanked in like manner, having bridges at the inter-
sections, recently broken. The meadows thus checkered, are,
moreover, in many spots, ander water orymarshy: ; for, it will
be' remembered, we were in the midst of the wet season,
though with less rain than usual, and we could not wait for
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the fall of the neighboring lakes and the consequent drainage
of the wet grounds at the edge of the city—the lowest in the
whole basin.

After a close persnnul survey of the southern gates, covered
by Pillow’s division and Riley’s brigade of Twiggs'—with four
times our numbers conceéntrated in our immediate front—I de-
termined on the 11th to avoid that net-work of obstacles, and
to seek, by a sudden diversion, to the southwest and west, less
unfavoruble approaches.

To economize the lives of our gallant officers and men, as
well as to ensure success, it became indispensable that this res-
olution should be long masked from the enemy ; and again,
that the new movement, when discovered, should be mistaken
for a feint, and the old as indicating our true and ultimate point
of attack,

Accordingly, on the spot, the 11th, I ordered Quitman’s
division from Coyoacan, to join Pillow, by daylight, before the
southern gates, and then that the two major-generals, with
their divisions, should, by night, proceed (two miles) to join
me at Tacubaya, where I was guartered with Worth’s di-
vision. Twiggs, with Riley's brigade and Captains Taylor’s
and Steptoe's field batteries—the latter of 12-pounders—was
left in front of those gates, to maneuvre, to threaten, or to
make false attacks, in order to occupy and deceive the enemy
Twiggs” other brigade (Smith’s) was left at supporting dis
tance, in the rear, at San Angel, till the morning of the 13th,
and also to support our geperal depot at Miscoae.. The strata
gem ‘against the south was admirably executed throughout
the 12th and down to the afternoon of the 13th, when it was
too late for the enemy to recover from the effects of his
delusion.

The first step in the new movement was to carry Chapultepes,
a natural and isolated mound; of great elevation, strongly for-

AA 2 20
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tiigd. at its base, its acelivities; and heig

numerous: earrison, here wis -the' military college of the re-
public, with a large nu \ber of sub-lieutenants and other stu

deuts: | Those works were within direct gun shot of the village
of Taeubays, and. untib. carricd, we could not approach the
city on the west, withoat, making a circuit too wide and too
hazardous.

In the sourse of the sime” night (that of the 11th) heavy
batteries, within gasy ranges, were established. No. 1, on our
right; hder. the command of Gapt. Drum, 4th artillery, (re-
lieved late next day, for some howrs, by Lieut. Andrews of the
3d,).vand “No: 2, commanded by Lieut. Hagner, ordnance—
hoth supported by Quitman’s division. = Nos.'3 and 4 on the
opposite side, supported by Pillow's division, were commanded,
the former by Capt. Brooks | and’ Lieut. S:"S:Anderson, 2d
artillery, alternately, and the latter, by Lieut. Stone, o dnance.
The batteries were tra ed/ by Capt. ger and Capt. Lee,
engineer, and-Construeted by them v ith the able assistance of
the young officers of those corps and the artillery.
To prepare for an assa foreseen that th
the bitleries might run-int he second day ;- but rec
only U our siege pieces, but

tures had \not
ammunition ; uld greatly sugment

both by carr _therefore, in no haste in

ordering an

our missiles

Phe ‘bombardment angd cannonade; under. the directionsof
Capt. Huger, were commeneed eaxl) in the moming of the 12th.
Before nightfall, wh X rily stoj ped our batieries, we
had peret ived that a good impressio had been made on the
castle-and its outworks, and that a large body of the enemy
had remained. outside, LOW trds the e¢ity;from:an early hour to

avoud our fire, and be at hand on its cesshtion, in orderto
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reinforce the garrison against un assault. The same outside
force was discovered the next moming, after our batteries had

reopened upon the e istle,

by which we again reduced its gar-
rison to the minimum needed for the guns
Pillow and Quitman had been in position” since early in the

night of the 11th. Major-general Worth was now ordered to

hold his division I reserve, near the foundry, to support
Pillow : and Brizadier-general 8mith, of T'wiggs® division, had
fr

just arrived with his brigade from Piedad, (2 miles,) to sup

port Quitman. Twiggs' guns, before the southern gates, again

reminded us, as the day before, that he, with Riley's brigade

and Taylor’s and Steptoe’s batteries, was in activity, thredten-
ha A, $on i — : r

ng :.u southern gates, a id there holding 4 great part of the

Mexican army on the defensive.

Warth’s division furmished Pillow’s attack with an assaulting
party of some 250 volunteer officers and men, under Capt
MecKenzie, of the 2d arfillery ; and Twiggs' division supplied
a' similar one, commuanded by Capt. Casey, 2d infantry, to
Quitman, Each of those little columns was furnished with
scaling Indder

T ! :

T'he signal T had “appointed for the attack was the momen-
fary cess oion of fire on the part of our ?u:'n:,' batteries
T R 4 . d :

About 8 o'clock in the morning of the 18th, judging that the
time had arrived by the effect of the missiles we had thrown,
Y sont an aid-de-e mp to Pillow, and another to Quitm:m. with
notice that the concerted sirnal was about to be given. Both
columns now advanced svith an ala that gave asSurance of
prompt’ stceesd. The batteries, seizing opportunities, threw
shots ind shells upon the enemy over the heads of owrmen,
with good effect, particularly at every attempt to reinforce the
works from without to meet our assanlt

Major-general Pillow’s approach, on the west side, lay

through an’” opén grove, filled with sharp-shooters, who were
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speedily, dislodged ; when being up with the front of the at-
tack, and emerging into open space, at the foot of a rocky ac-
clivity, that gallant leader was struck down by an agonizing
wound.  The) immediate command ‘dévolved on Brigadier

general Cadwallader, in.the absence of the senior brigadier

(Pierce) of the same division—an invalid since the events of
August 19.  On a previous call of Pillow, Worth had just
sent him a reinforcement—Colone! Clarke's brigade.

The broken acclivity was still to be ascended, and a strong
redoubt, midway, to be carried, before reaching the castle on
the ‘heights. The advance of our brave men, led by brave
officers, though necessarily slow, was unwavering, over rocks,
chasms, and mines, and under the bhottest fire of cannon and
musketry. The redoubt now yiulded to resistless valor, and
the shouts that followed announced to the castle the fate that
impended. The enemy were steadily driven from shelter to
shelter. The retreat allowed not time to firé a single mine,
without the certainty of blowing up friend and foe,. Those
who at-a distance attempted to apply matches to the long
trains, were shot down by our men. There was death below,
as well as above ground. = At length the ditch and wall of
the 'main work were reached; the scaling ladders were
brought up and planted by the storming parties; some of
the daring spirits first in the assault were cast down—Xkilled
or wounded ; but a lodgment was soon made ; streams of
heroes followed ; all opposition was oyercome, and several of
ourregimental colors flung out from the upper walls, amidst
long-continued shouts and cheers, which- sent dismay mio
the capital. No scene could have been more animating or
glorious.

Major-general Quitman; nobly supported - by, Brigadier-
generals Shields and Smith, (P. F.,) his other officers and
men, was up with the part assigned him. Simultaneously with
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the movement on the west, he had gallantly approached the
southeast of the same works, over a causeway with cuts and
batteries, and defendéd by an army strongly posied outside,
to the east of the works. Those formidable obstacles Quit-
man had to face, with but little shelter for his troops or
space for manceuvring. Deep ditches flanking the causeway,
made it diffieult to eross on either side into the adjoining
meadows, and these again were intersected by other ditches.
Smith and his brigade had been early thrown out to make
a sweep to the right, in order to present & front agninst the
enemy’s line, (outside,) and to twn two intervening batleries
near the foot of Chapultepec. This movement was also in-
tended to support Quitman’s storming parties, both on the
causeway. The first of these, furnished by Twiggs' division,
was commanded in*sugeession by Captain Casey, 2d infantry,
and Captain Paul, 7th infantry, after Casey had been severely
wounded ; and the second, originally under the gallant Major
Twiggs, marine corps, killed, and then Captain Miller, 2d
Pennsylvania volunteers. The storming party, now com-
manded by Captain Paul seconded by Captain Roberts, of
the rifles, Lieutenant Stewart, and others of the same regi-
ment, Smith’s brigade, carried the two batteries in the road,
took some guns, with many prisoners, and ‘drove the enemy
posted behind in support. The New York and South Caro-
lina volunteers (Shields' brigade) and the 2d Pennsylvania
volunteers, all on the left of Quitman’s line, together with
portions of his storming parties, crossed the meadows in front,
under & heavy fire, and eutered the outer enclosure of Chapul-
tepec just in time to join in the final assault from the west.
Besides Major-generals Pillow and Quitman, Brigadier-
generals Shields, Smith, and Cadwallader, the following are
the officers and corps most distinguished in those brilliant
operations: The voltigetr regiment in two detachments, com-
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mandt'd rtx\}_n:-‘li\'n-"'.' b_‘, Colonel Andrews and Licutenant-
colonel Johnstone—the latter mostly in the lead, accom pani d
by Major Caldwell; Captains Barnard and Biddle, of the
same . regiments—the former the first to plant a regimental
color, ahd fhe latter among the first in. the assault; the
storming party of Worth's division, under Captain Mc¢Kenzie,
24 artillery, with-Lieutenant Seldon, 8th infantry, early oo
the ladder \and, 'badly wounded; Lieutenant Armistead, 6ih
mfaatry, the first to leap into Ahe ditch to plant a ladder;
Lientenants Rodgers of. the 4th, and J. P. Smith of the 5th
infantey~—both mortally wounded ; the 9th infaniry, under
Qolonel Ransom, who was killed while gallantly leading that
gallant regiment ; the 15th infantry, under Lientenant-colonel
Howard and. Major Woods, with Captain Chase, whose com-
pany gallantly carried the redoubt, midway upthe adelivity ;
Colone] Clarke’s brigade (Worth's, division) consisting of the
5th, 8th, and part of the 6th, regments of infantry, com-
manded - respectively by Capsain  Chapman, Major Mont-
gomery, and Lieutenant Edward/Johnson—the latter specially
noticed, with Laeutenants Longstreet, (badly wounded, ad-
vancing, colors in hand,) Pickett, and Merchant, the last three
of the 8th infantry;. portions of the United States marines,
New York, South Carolins, and 2d Pennsylvania volunteers;
which, delayed with their division (Quitman’s) by: the hot en-
gagement below, arrived just in time to participate in the
assault of the heights—particularly a detachment under Lieu-
tenant’ Reid, New York volunteers; consisting of .4 company
of the same; with one of marines; dnd another detachment,
a purti-\:» of the storming party, (Twiggs’  division, Serving
with Quitman,) under Lieutenant Stecle, 2d infantry, after
the fall of Lieutenant Gantt, 7th infantry.

In this commection, it is but just/to recall the decisive effect
of the heavy batteries, Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4, commanded- by
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those excellent officers; Captain. Drum sth artillery, assisted
by +Licutenants Benjamin and Porter f his sompany ;
Captain Brooks and Lieutenant Anderson, 2d artillery, as-
sisted by Lieutenant Russell 4th infantry, « volunteer ; Lieu-
tenants Hagr and Stone of the prdnance, and Lieutenant

Andrews, 3d artillery; the whole superintended by C iptain

I

Huger, chief of ordnance with this army—an officer dis-
tinruished by every kind of merit The mountain howitzer
battery, under Lieutenant Reno, of the ordnance, desarves,
also, to be la'\l!it'lil.:‘!_’.‘ mentioned. Attached to the volt-
geurs, it followed the movements of that regiment, and again
won fl}\]b'; use.

In adding to the list of individuals of conspicuous mernit, I
must limit myself to a few of the many names which mighs
be enumerated : Oaptaio. Hooker, assistant adjutant-ger eral,

who won -‘T]M"‘M! a

plause, successively, in the staff of Pillow

F‘v
and Cadwnllider: Licutenant Lovell, 4th artillery, (woundéd,)
chief of Quitman's staff; Captain Page, assistant adjutant-
reneral, (wounded,) and Lieutenant Hammond, 3d urtillery,
both of  Shiclds" stdff, and Lieutenant Van-Dom, (7th in-
fantry,) aid-de-camp to Bagndier-general Smith.

Those operations dll ogcurred on'the west, southeast, and
heights of Chapultepee.  To the north and at the base of the
mound, inaccessible on that side, the 11th mfantry, under
Licut- Cok. Hebert, the 14ih, under Col. Trousdale, and Capt
Mawrader’s field ‘battery, 1st artillery—one section advanced
andae Lient. Jackson—all-of Pillow's division—=had, at the
samé time, songe spirited affwirs! ngainst 'superior, numbers,

-'.;‘_r\""." the enemy from a battery in the road, and .':1[,'_!:; in:_; o

« gan. © In these, the officers and corps named. gained merited

praise Colonel Trousdale, the commander, though twice
wounddéd continued on/duty antil the heights were carried.

Eu"}’ in-the mormng of the 18th, I re pe ated the orders of
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the night before to Major-general Worth, to be, with his
division at hand, to support the movement of Major-general
Pillow-from our left. .The latter seems soon to have called
for 'that entire division, standing momentarily in reserve, and
Worth sent him Col. Clarke’s brigade. The call, if not un-
necessary, was at least; from the circumstances, unknown to me
at ihe time ; for, soon observing that the very latgre body of
the: énemy, in ' the road in front of Major-general Quitman's
right, was receiving reinforcements from the city—less than a
mile-and a half to the east—I sent instruetions to Worth, on
our opposite flank, to turn Chapultepec with his. division, and
to. proceed, ¢autiqusly, by the road at its northern base, in
order, if not met by yery superior numbers, to threaten or to
attack, in rear, that body of the enemy. The movement, it
was #ilso believed, eould not fail to distract and" to intimidate
the enemy generally. »

Worth promptly advanced with his remaining  brigade—
Colonel Garlind's—Lieut: Cok C. F. Smith’s light battalion,
Lieat. ©0!. Duncan's field battery—all of his " division—and
three squadrons of dragoons, under Major ‘Sumner, which I
had just ordered up to join in the movement.

Having turned-the forest on the west, and arriving opposite
{6 the north centre of Chapultepec, Worth eame up: with the
troops in the road, under Col. Trousdale, and aided, by a flank
movement of a-part of Garland’s brigade, in" taking the one
gun breastwork, then under the fire of Lieut. Jackson's section
of - Capt, Magruder’s field battery. Continuing to advance,
this division passed Chapultepec, attacking the right of the
enemy’s line, resting on that road, about the moment of the

general retreat consequent upon the capture of the formidable.

castle and its outworks.
Arriying some minutes later, and:mounting to the top of the
castle, the whole field, to the east, lay plainly under my view.

OFFICIAL DESPATCH OF GEN. SCOTT. 313

There are two routes from Chapultepec to the capital—the
one on the right entering the same gate, Belen, with the road
from the south, via Piedad ; and the other obliquing to the
left, to intersect the great western, or San Cosmo road, in A
suburb outside of the gate of San Cosmo.

Eacli of these routes (an elevated causeway) presents a
double roadway on the sides of an aqueduct of strong mason-
ry and gréat height, resting on open arches and massive
pillars, which together afford fine points both for attack and
defence. The sideways of both aqueducts are, moreover,
défended by many strong breastworks at the gates, and before
reaching them. As we had expected, we found the four
tracks unustially dry and solid for the season.

Worth and Quitman were prompt in pursuing the retreating
enemy—the former by the San Cosmo aqueduct, and the
latter along that of Bclen. Each 'had now advanced some
hundred yards.

Deeming it allsimportant to profit by our successes, und the
consequent dismay of the enemy, which could not be otherwise
than generil, I hastened to despatoh from Chapultepee —first
Clark’s’ brigade, and then Cadwallader’s, to the support of
Worth, and gave orders that the necessary heavy guns should
follow. Pierce’s brigada was, atthe same time, sent to Quit-
man, and; in the course of the afternoon,” I caused some
additional siege pieces to be added to his train.  Then, after
designating the 15th infantry, under Lieut. Col. Howard—
Morgan; the ¢olonel, had been disabled by a wound at Chura-
busco—as the garrison of Chapultepec, and giving directions
for the caré of the prisoners of war, the eaptured ordnance
and ordnance stores, I proceeded to join the advanee of
Worth, within the suburb, and beyond the turn at the junction
of ‘the aqueduct with the great highway from the west to the
gate of San Cosmo.

BB
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At this jul.-;ii;n of roads, we first ;\rwd one of those
formidable systems of - city l!l'ﬁ‘:u'i'\, .\Imk‘;n of above, and it
had not a gun!—a strong proof, 1. That the enemy had
gxi,.-rutd us to-fail in the attack upon (,'h.([mi!- pec, even if we

it

meant any thing more han a-feint; 2. That, in ecither case,
we [ de ~i5|l(l in his .'h-" o return and double our forces
AmmM the southern | gates—a delusion kept up by t he sctive
demtonstradions| of [ Twiggs and the forces poste »d on that side ;
and, 8. 'That sdvancing rapidly from the reduction of Chapul-
tepec, the enemy had not time 1o shift guns—our, previous
captures had left him, comparatively, but few—from the
southern gates.

Within those disgarnished works, I found our tropps engag ged
inva street fight against the enemy posted in gardens, at win-
dows, and on hr.:u:v-lnp.x——:.il flat, with parapets. Worth
ordered. forward the mountiin howitzers of Cadwallader’s
brigade, p eceded by skirmishers and. pioneers, with pickaxes
and crowbars, to force windows and doors, or Lo burrow

throueh owills, The assailants were soon in @n equality of

positicn fatalto the enemy. /By eight o'clock the evening,

Worth hid carred two batteries in this suburb: According
to my instructions, he here post ted guards and sentinels, and
p):w;d his-troops under shelter for t‘m- night... There was but
onie more obstacle—the Sun Cosmo gate, (custom house,) be-
tween him and the great square in front of the cathedral and
p:d:utn:, the heart of the city; and that barrier it was known
gould not, by daylight, resist our siege guas thirty minutes.

I had-gone back to the foot of/ Chapultepee, the point from
which the two ’l-lll-‘!l”\'f\ ‘Iu;-\:n to diverge, some hours eas lie T,
in order to be.near that new depo , and in eagy communication
with Quitman and Twiggs, as we 1l as with Worth.

From this point 1/ ordered all detachments and stragglers

to their respective corps, then in advance ; sent to Quitman ad-
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ditional siege guns, ammunition, intrenching tools; directed
Twiggs' remuinio gade \x“" y's) from Piedad, to support
Worth, and ( .4; tain Steptoe’s field-battery, also at Piedad, to
rejoin Quitman’s division.

I had been, from the flhl, well aware that the western or
San Cosmo; was the less difficult route to the eentre, and con-
quest of the capital, and therefore in ended that Quitman
should only manceuvre and’ threaten the Delen or southwest-
ern gate, in order to favor the main attack by Worth, knowing
that thie strong defences at the Delen were directly under the
guns of the much stronger fortress, called the Citudel, just
within.  Both of these defences of the enemy were also with-
in easy supporting distance from the San Angel (or Nino Per-
dido) and San Antonio gates. Hence the greater support, i
numbers, given to Worth's movement as the main attack.

These wiews I repeatedly, in the course of the day, commu-
nicated to Major-gencral Qaitman ; but being m hot pursuit—
gullant himself, and ably supported by lSn gudier-generals
Shields and Smith, Shi badly wounded before Chapulte-
pec, and pefusing 10 relire, ns we Il a8 by all the officers and
men of the colump—Quitmun continued to press forward,
under flank und direct fires, carried an intermediate bgttery of
LWO, guns, and then the gate, before two o'clock lndthe after-
noon, but not without ‘Itli- yliionate }ux:. ih g STE d b_\' his
steady maintenance of that position.

Here, of the heavy battery, (4th artillery,) Captain Drum
and Lagntenant Beajumin were mortally wounded, and Lieu-
tanant Porter, its thizd, in rank, slightly: < The Joss\of those
(wWo mosi 4!‘1\(&1,{-13\‘."'} officérs the army will l'vu-r; mourn.
Lieutenants J. B. Morange and William Canty, of the South
Carolina volunteers, also of high merit, fell on the same oded-
sion,| besides many of our brayest non commissioned oflicers

sod men, particularly in Captgin Drum’s veteran company, 1
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cannot, in this place, give names or numbers ; but full returns
of the killed and wounded, of all corps, in their recent opera-
tions, will accompany this report.

Quitman within. the city—adding several new defences to
the position he kad.'won, and sheltering his corps as well as
practicable—now awaited the return of daylight under the
guns of the formidable citadel, yet to be subdued.

About 4 o'¢lock next morning, (Sept. 14,) a deputation of
the ayunlamiento (city coudeil) waited upon me to report that
the federal government and the army of Mexico had fled from
the capital some three hours before ; and to demand terms of
capitulation in favor of the chureh, the citizens, and the mu-
nicipal suthorities. 1 promptly replied, that I would sign no
capitulation; that the city had been virtually in our possession
from the time of the lodgments effected by Worth and Quit-
man the day before; that 1 regretted the silent escape of the
Mexican army; that I should levy upon the city a moderate
contribution, for §pecial purposes; and that the American
army should’ come under nio terms not self-imposed : such
only as its own honar, the dignity of the United States, and
the spirit of the age, should, in my opinion, it periously de-
mand and impose.

For the terms, s0 impns-'-d, I refer the departmentto subse-
quent General Orders, Nos. 287 and 289, (pumgr;xphs 7, 8,
and 9 of the latter,) copies of which are herewith enclosed.

At the termination of the interview with the eity deputation,
I communicated, about daylight, orders fo Worth and Quit-
man to advance slowly and cautiously (to guard against treach-
ery) towards the heart of the city, and to occupy its stronger
and more commanding points. Quitman proceeded to the
great plaza’or square, planted guards, and hoisted the colors
of the United States on the tutional | palace, containing the

halls of Congress and executive departments of federal Mexico.
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In this grateful service, Quitman might have been anticipated
by Worth, but for my express orders, halting the latter at the
head of the Alameda, (s green park,) within three squares of
that goal of general ambition. The capital, however, was not
taken by any one or two torps, but by the ialent, the science,
the gallantry, the prowess of this entire army. In the glori
rious conquest, all had contributed, early and powerfully, the
killed, the wounded, and the fit for duty, at Vera Cruz, Cerro
Gordo, Contreras, San Antonia, Churubusco, (three battles,)
the Molino del Rey, and Chapultepec, as much as those who
fought at the gates of Belen and San Cosmo,

Soon after we had entered, and were in the act of occupy-
ing the city, a fire was opened upon us' from the flat roofs of
the houses, from windows and corners of streets, by some two
thousand convicts, liberated the night before by the flying
government, joined: by, perhaps, as many Mexican soldiers,
who had disbanded themselves, and thrown off their uniforms.
This wilawful war lasted more than twenty-four hours, in
spite of the exertions of the municipal authorities, and was not
put down till we had lost many men, including several officers,
killed or wounded, and had: punished the miscreants. Their
objects were to gratify mational hatred, and in the general
alarm_and confusion, to plunder the wealthy inhabitants, par-
ticularly the deserted houses. But families are now generally
returning ; business of every kind has been resumed, and the
city is already tranquil and cheerful, under the admirable
conduet (with exeeptions very few und trifling) of our/gallant
troops.

This army has been more disgusted.than surprised, that-by
some sinister process on the part of certain individuals at
home, its numbers have been, generally, almost trebled in our
public papers, beginning at Washington

Leaving, as we all feared, inadequate garrisons at Vera

Bn2
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>ruz, Perote, and Puebla, with much Jarger hospitals; and
being oblized, most reluctantly, from the same cause {gener al
paucity. of numbers) to abandon Jalapa, we marched (August
7210Y front Puebla with only 10,738 rank and file. This num-
ber includes the garrison.of Jalapa, and the 2,420 men bronght
up by Briga general Pierce, August 6.

At Contreras, Churubuseo, &e., [ August 20,] we had but
8,497 men  engaged—after deducting the garrison of San
Augustin, (our general depot,) the intermediate sick and the
dead ; at _the Molino del "Reyy (September 8,) but three
brigades, with some eavalry and artillery—making in all 3,251
men—were in the battle; in the two days—September 12th
and 13th—our whole operating force, after deducting, again,
the recent killed, wounded, and sick, together with the garm-
sofi of Miscoae (the then general depot) and that of Tacubays,
was but 7,180 ; and, finally, after deducting the new garrison
of Chapultepee, with the killed and ‘wounded'of the two days,
we took possession, (September 14th,) of this great capital
with~less thafi 6,000 men! And I reassert, npon accumu-

lated and wnguesti nable evidence, that, in not one of those

conflicts was this'army opposed by fewer than threc and-x-half

times its numbers—in ] of them, by a yet greater excéss

I recapitulate our losses since we arrived in the basm of
A\{“\i‘-“,

Avcuer 19, 20.—Killed, 137, including 14 officers
Wounded, 877, including -62 officers,  Missing, (probably
killed)), 38 rank and'file. Total, 1,052.

Seiremper 8.—Killed; 116, including 9 officers—Wounded,

865, inchiding 49 officers.” Missi | k anc Total, 789.
Sgeremeer 12, 13, 14.—Kille 130, including 10 office
Wounded; 703, including 68 officers. Missing, 20 rank
Gle.  Total, 862,
Grand total of losses, 2,703, including 383 officers.
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ther hand, this small {orce has beaten on the same

in view of capital. the whole Mexican army, of

inn isand men—posted, always,

ments, or more formidable

led, of that num-

7.000 officers a nen ; taken 3,730 prisoners,

one-seventh officers, including 13 generals, of whom 8 had

been pr-w!«'!l(-\ of this republic; ||in‘.l)xul more than 20

colors and standards, 7! ieces of ordnance, besides 57 wall

piv‘v‘rn 20,000 small-arms, an immense ‘(u‘u.l;i.\' of sh ats, she HS.
pl‘»\uiv;‘ &e., &e.

Of that enemy, once so form able in numbers, appomt-
ments, artillery, &c., twenty-odd thousand have disbanded
themselves in despair, leaving, as is known, not more than
three-fragments—the largest-about 2,600-—now wandering in
different direéctions, without magazines or 4 military chest, and
living ut'free quarters upon their own people.

Gencral Sants Anna, wwsell o fugitive, is' believed to be
on the i)l,h:.’ of T(}sig g ef :n.lqi-‘ Fad _\'.“All(i escaping o
neutral Guatemala. A new President, nio doubt, will soon be
declared, and the federal Congress 18 ¢ xXpecls d to reassemble
at Querstaro, 125 miles north of this, on the Zacatécas road,
some-time-in Octob®r. 1 have séen and "given safeconduct
through this city to several of its members. The govern-

ment will find itself without resoures no Army, no arsenals,

no magazines, and 1 evenue, interpal or external
Still, ‘suth s the  obsUnge) rather  infatuation, of this
people, that it s very/doubtful whether the new authorities
will dare to sue fi n the terms which m the rééent

neg

Gations, were made kn our minister.
- L kS . » v L 3 -
In condlusion, 1 beg to enumerate, once more, with due

nméndation and  thanks, mguished staff officers
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generul and p.n;\.;u;d, who, in our last operations in front of

the enemy, ;n;u:ump:mx«-‘l me. and communicated orders to
every point and through every danger, Lieutenant-colonel
Hitcheock,  acting inspector-general ; Major Turnbull and
Lieutenant Hardeastle, tope »gmph'zul engineers ; Major Kirby,
chief paymaster; Captain Irwin, chief quartermaster ; Captain
Grayson, chief  commissary ; Captain H. L. Scott, chief in' the
adjutam-gcmrml's department, ; Lieutenant Williams,. aid-de-
camp ; Lieutenant Lay, military secretary ; and Major J. P.
Gaines, Kentucky cavalry, volunteer aid-de-camp; Captain
Leée, engineer, s0 constantly dL:tin;ui:‘hvd, also bore important
orders from me, (September 13,) until he fainted from a wound
and theloss of two nights’ sleep at the batteries. Lieutenants
Beguregard, Stevens, and Tower, all wounded, were employed
with the divisions, and Lieutenants G. W. Smith and G. B,
MeClellan, with the company of sappers and miners. Those
five licutenants of  engineers, like their captain, won the admi-
ration of all about them. The ordnance officers, Captain
Huger, Lieulenants Hagnper, Stone, and Reno, were highly
effective, and distinguished at the several batteries ; and 1 must
add that Captain McKinstry, assistant quartermaster, at the
close of the operations, executed several important comimis-
sions for me as a special volunteer. Q2

Surgwwgum:ml Lawson, and the medical staff generally,
were skilful and untiring, in and out of fire, in ministerng to
the numerous wounded.

To illustrate the operations in this basin, 1 enclose two
beautiful drawings, prc-parcd under the directions of Major
Turnbull, mostly from actual survey.

I have the honor to be, sir, with high respeet, your most
obedient servant,

WINFIELD S8COTT.
The Hon. Wi L. Marcy, Secretary of War.
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On the momning of the 18th of September all was
quiet. Mgexico, the capital of the anciemt Aztecs—
the seat of the Spanish-American empire in .\nu-rwa—'
had passed from Aztec and from ‘Spaniard, 1o the Anglo-
Amencan—the Northman of the Goths, the Saxon of Ger-
many, the Englishman of America—the same bold, hardy
energetic, ingenious, imvincible, ambitous, and nd\‘cmil-‘
rous being, whose genius the forms of civilization cannot
confine, and to whose dominion continents.are inadequate !
In what hour of time, or limit of space, shall this n:.'m of
the moderns—this conqueror over land and seas, nations
and governments—find rest, in the completion of ‘h|-a
mighty progress? Commencing his march in the roI;i
regiong of Scandinavia, no ice chilled his blood—no wil-
derness delayed his steps—no Jabor wearied his industry—
no arms arresied his march—no empire subdued-his p(Inv-
er. Over armies and over empires—=over lands and over
seas—in heat and cold, and wilderness and ﬂnn.ia:nmxd;t
ﬂ-u‘ desolations of death and the decays of (i!w?.’xm’—!h;"
Northmn has moved on in might IHL({‘ majesty, steady as
the foptsteps of Time, and fixed as the -im-n:(.;s of l“a'!v "

How singular—how romantically strante is 1?|;~~fxi‘<
wild' adventure and: marvellous ("'l‘!(ll.il'.\'l in the valley nt:
valleys! Howcame the Northman and the .\lrxAmr;«lAuA .(V'L;‘t
here to.meet, and here Lo battle, in. this ;\urlh-r\nuTir{&)
valley? Lookat itl/ Inquire! Ask yourself\how they
came here?  Are they the citizens, by 1;;1tx|r<‘. of this cm;-
unent? Are they the aborigines of vlin‘sc wild and won-
derful forests? Never! How came they then to be con-
tending for the lands and groves'of those whose children
they are not?

In the beginning of the 16th century, Hernando Cortez

21
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landed on the coast of Mexico; and, at the-head of Span-
ish troops, marched on to the conguest of Mexico, over
whose-effeminate inhabitants the .\'p;ml.ml has, for three
hundred years; held undivided dominion. Not many
years after, the-Anglo-Saxon landed on the coasts of the
northarn  Atlantic, < He, \too, marched on to conquest.
The native citizens of the forest disappeared before him.
Foresis, mountains, and | Indians, were ineffectual to op-
pose him. From the banks of the St. Lawrence to the
Sabine of Texas, he i8 a conqueror over nature. In the
south, the natives die, or become slaves to the Sp.mmrd.
In the morth; they fade and perish before the Anglo-
American. - The one spreads his empire from the Gulf
of Mexico to the far shores of Californias the other, from
the bills-of St. Francis 1o the mountains of Oregon. ‘Both
extend over breadths of land, and power of resources,
unknown to'the widest emipire of antiquity.  Egypt, and
her millions, with the {amed valley of ‘the Nile, fade be-
fore the broad magnificenice, the mighty growth, of these
American empires 1~ Even the terrible and far-seeing
eagles’ of Rome grow dizzy and dim in their sight, as
they look down from the summits of history upon these
continenial nations—ihese colossal giants of the modern
world! And now, this Spaniard and this Northman meet,
in baule-panoply, in this-valley of voleanoes; by the an-
cient graves of unknown nations, on the lava-covered soil
where nature once poured forth her awe-inspinng flames,
and the brave Tlascalan once sung of glory and of great-
ness | Three centuries since, these warrior nations had
left their homes beyond the wide Atlantic. | Two thousand
miles from each other, they had planted the seats of thewr
empire ; and now, as if time in the moral world had com-
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pleted another of its grand revolutions, they have met in
mortal conflict. Like the eacLe and the vurTure, who
had long pursued different circles in the heavens, and
ke ”L;'”IA\IL prey of the weak tenants of the air, their cir-
cles have been enlarged till they cross each other. They
shriek-! . Thev ficht! The vic ;

ariek ! They fight I'he victorious eagle bears the
valture to the earth, and screams forth through the clouds
his triumphant song! Has the bold bird received no
wound? Has no blood tinged the feathers of his wing?

Is there no secret flow of life from the portals of his
heart? Will he continue to look, with unblenched eye

on the blazing glories of the san? Hid in the eternal
decrees of God, is the life of nations; and not ull He has
drawn. away the curtains of time, will mortals know the
secrets of His will in the government of nations,




SIEGE OF PUEBLA.

CHAPTER XIV.

Siego of Puebla—March of Santa Afnna.—Dessrtion of lils troops.—Mareh
of Rea—Battle 'of HuamanU#—~Sants Anga’s resignation.—Pefia y
Peiia President.—Negotiations for peace.— Treaty signed— Ratifications.
—“The Treaty.—Territory ncquired.——Losses of the army.—Names of
officers kdlt\i.—~('<)x\|‘lusinx).

Tae tilitary events which closed on the 18th of Sep-
tember, with” the capture of-the city of Mexico, closed
also, with the exception of some ineidental and minor en-
gagements, the war with Megico. To all practical in-
tents, Mexico was conquered, From Santa Fé in . .the
north to Tampicoin the sonith,—from the Rio Grande to
the shores of thé Pacific;—from the heights of the Sierra
Madre to those of the Sierra Nevada,—the troops and
navy of the United States held every position which, cﬂhcr
ina military op.commercial view, was valuable or access)-
ble to the channels of business and population. Hence-
forward, the chief movement of our troops was the advance
of reinforcements, which, had they been earlier, had been

aseful, but.were now too late to aid the victorious army,

or share in the/glory of s achievements. Collateral

movements were made, and two or three small skirmishes
took place which were honorable to our arms. But the
burden and battle of the war was past. The victory was
won, and the gquestion’of the day was, “When and how
ghall peace be made 77

Santa Anna, who had been driven out of Mexico by
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the American troops, escaped with a body of two or three
thousand men, and for some days was unheardof. On
the 25th of September, however, he appeared in the city
of Puebla, the surrounding heights of which were garri-
soned and defended by Col. Childs. The American gar
nson was weak, and had under its care the hospitals,
which contained many sick. 'I'he objeot of the Mexican
commander was the surprise and capture of this post,
which had been left isolated by the advance of the Amer-
ican army on Mexico, and was now besieged by Rea.
The movement was a good one, had the Mexican strength
been sufficient for the purpose. Oa his appearance Sanla
Anna immediately summoned the American commander
to surrender, to which Col, Childs relurned a prompt re-
fusal, couched in firm and dignified terms.! On the 28th,
the positions around Puebla were occupied by Santa
Anna with batteries, and a bombardment commenced on
the American intrenchments. In retwurn, the bauteries of
Col. Childs bombarded the city. On the 29th, the troops
of Santa Anna occupied the convent of Santa Theresa,
and began to cover themselves with cotton-bales. On
the 30th, General Rea, who was joined by Santa Anna,
commenced erecting batteries, and cannonading the Amer-
icans.

In the mean time, however, the Mexican troops were
almost wholly destitute of provisions, and-ima most suffer-
ing condition. = Having heard of the advance of an Amer-
ican convoy on the National Road, Santa Anna, on the 1st
of October, sallied out of Puebla with the view to inter-
cept it. Before his arrival at the point of destination, he

! Correspondencs in the Washinglon Union.
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was deserted by all his troops, except about 130 hussars.
They alleged that he was incapable of accomplishing any
further service, and that ceitain destraction awaited them
should they any-longer follow a leader whose fortunes
were ‘8o desperate. Thus after many bold enterprises,
signal defeats, andsangainary adventures, this celebrated
Mexican chief found bimself again a wanderer, alike de-
serted by fortune and by/friends. He was soon after
denounced by the new Mexican government, and became
an exile from the shores of\that country, whére, for thirty
years, e had been the star of its destiny, alternately nising
and setting on its political “horizon, attended by all the
hies of a checkered fate, and by all the incidents of a
various romance. (Like other unfortunate warriors, he

“ leaves his broken bands,
And shows hig miseries in distant lands.”

In. the mean time, General Lane had left Vera Craz
about the 1st of October, with a corps off 8000 men, ar-
rived at Pérote on'the 4th, and on the8th nearly surprised
Santa’ Anna, who barely escaped the village of Huamantla
On the 12th of October, General Rea raised the siege of
Puebla, and marched, as it was supposed, to surprise
General Lane and his convoy at Tinal. This was, how-
gver, notidone, and Lane, heanng that he was-at Hua-
mantla) forthwith marehed to‘attack him, A brilhant ac-
tion took place, in which the usual soccess attended the
American arms, and the Mexicans were driven out with con-
siderable loss. In this action, Captain Walker, one of the
mostdistinguished of the noted Texan Rangers, was killed.
He was more distinguished fora barbarous désperation of

adventure, than for true chivalry or magnanimous war
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<1

On the 19th of October, the Americans entered Atlisco
with 1,500 men; and sopn afler, they captured Orizaba,
with several other considerable places. The young offi-
ecrs of the army, searching with keen ambition for the
novelties of romantic enterprise, planted the American
ﬂ:tg in sHccession on the lofuest ;\(' 1ks r:f lh«‘ (th‘ix”tfl’ﬂlé,
—on summits which looked down-on the region of clouds,
and are clothed with eternal ice. There, on rocks visited
only in the wasie of ages by the lone eagle o his sun-
ward flight, the flag of the conquerer waves in the wind
which bathes the -silent volcanoes of Orizaba and Popo-
catepel !

But the word which is now on the lips of conquered
and copqueror is—Pgrace. The Unpited States desired
not to govern the mixed races of Mexico, and Mexico felt
that she had no longer opposition to offer. A new gov-
ernment and & new destiny was about to anise for Mexico.

On the 18th of October, Santa Anna resigned the sa-
prema power into the hands of Pefia y Peiia, President
of the Supreme Court of Justice; On the 22d, he issued
his proclamation tothe Mexican people, vindicating his
conductthroughout the turbulent seenes and unfortunate
events of the war, and from that time he-has disappeared
fromr the stage of Mexican affairs,

Previous to this resignation of Santa-Anna, however;

Peiia y:Pefia _bad assumed |the reips of government.
1

The executive chair was declared vacant, and on the 27th
of September, Peifia took the vacant place, by virtug of
being President of the Supreme Court of Justice: He
immediately addressed cirgulars to the States, calling up-
on them to send deputi¢s \to Queretaro, to pay their ex-

penses, and provide funds for their support. '“The Presi-
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dent, in urging attention fo this important business, says,
*“This is probably the last experiment of govérnment
which-will be made in our unfortunate country.”

Undeér ihese nrgent solicitativns, the Congress assem-
bled at Queretaro in November, and on the 11th General
Anava was elected President. Pena y Pefia was elected
S(:c;clnry of State. \Ope of the first acts of the new gov-
ernment was 1o appoint a commission to proceed to Mex-
ico, and negotiate with Mr. Trist the terms of peace, on
the basis of his former scheme. This commission con-
sisted of Méssrs. Couto, Atristain, Cuevas, and Rincon,
who immediately proceeded to-execule the duties of their
office.

On the st of January the old Congress was dissolved,
but a new ore had in the 'mean time been elected; and
on the 8th of January, the new administration was organ-
ized by the mieeting of Congress at Queretaro, and the
retornof . Peiia’y Peia 10 the executive chair. The pe-
riod for which Anaya was elected President expired with
the ald Congress, and Peiia returned to power in virtue of
being President of the.Supreme Court of Justice.

On the 2d of February the Treaty of Peace was signed
at Guadaloupe by Nicholas P. Trist, on the part of the
United States, and Messrs. Couto, Atristain, and Cuevas,
commissioners; on jthe part of Mexico. Thé. powers of
Mr. Trist, as commissioner, had been withdrawn by the
American exeeutive ; but he assumed to continue his au-
thority on the very natural ground, it may be sup{.mscd,
that the necessities for peace were so greal, and felt so
strongly by the government of the United States, that any
treaty, not degrading to our government in'its terms, svould
be u;uﬁcd, without a very serious and special inquiry inlo
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the authority by which it was made. ' In this judgment
he was justified by the event.

On the 6th of February, the Treaty was officially an-
nounced to the Mexican Siates by a circular from Secre-
tary Rosas. Dispaiches were immediately forwarded to
Secretary Buchanan at Washington ; and the sole inquiry
now before the public mind was, whether the Treaty would
be ratified by the Senate of the United Siates on one
band, or the Congress of Mexico on the other,—in whom
was vested by the constitutions of the respective coun-

tries, the power of ratification. By some means the con-

tents of the Treaty became koown to the public, and it
was perceived that the United States had agréed to pay
a larger sum of money than was originally contemplated,

while the land received in exchange was substantially no
more valuable. Thig fact, taken in connection with an-
other—that the Treaty was negotiated without authority
—made it doubtful whether it would be ratified by the
constitutional majority.

On the 22d of February, only twenty days after it was
signed at Guadaloupe, President Polk formally submilted
it.to the Senate. On the 28th he trausmitted another
message, recommending its ratification.

The Hon. Danier, WessTer proposed in a resolution,
that a new commission should be appointed to negoliate
a new treaty. This propesition was laid on the table.!
Thé Senate then proceeded to-consider the trealy in de-
tail.

March 2d.—Part of the 10th Article, confirming former
contracts for Jands, was unanimously struck out.

! Jourunls of the Senate.
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March 3d.—The secret article, extending the time for
ratification to eight months, was stricken out, by 48 1o 2.

March 7th—The Hon. J. J. CrirrENDEN introduced
awresolation) that-we should be confined in the Treaty to
a *f satisfactory.settlement of the haundary. of Texas, and
the acquisition of the Bay, of San Francisco.” This reso-
fution was rejected by the fellowing vote,! viz. :

Yeas—Badger, Baldwin; Bell. Berrien, Clarke, Clay
ton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davisof Mass., Dayton, Greene,
Hale, Johnson of Md., Miller, Spruance, Underwood,
Upham. i

Nays—~Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bradbury,
Breese, Bright, Butler, Callioun, Cameron, Cass, Dix,
Dickinson, Davis of Miss., Douglas;~Downs, Felchy
Foote, Harnegan, Houston, Johnson of La., Johnson of
Ga., Lewis, Mason, Moore; Niles, Rask, Sevier, Stur-
geon, Turpey, Yulee.—17yeas to 31 nays.

Mareh Sth.—MRgr. Bacowin moved to insert at the end
of the s5thArticle—* Prdvided, that there shall be neither
slavery mor involnntary servitude. in the territories hereby
ceded, /otherwise than in the punishment ¢ f crimes, wheres
of the party shall have been duly convicted.” “Phis also
was negatived by the following vote :

Yeas—Atherton, Baldwin, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin,
Davis of Mass:, Dayton;-Dix, Greene, Hale, Miller, Niles,
Phelps, Spraance, Upham.—15.

Nays.—Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Badger, Bagby, Bell,
Benton, Berrien, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cal-
houn, Cameron, Cass, Crittenden, Davis of Miss.; Dickin-
son, Douglag, Downs, Felch, Foote,, Hannegan, Hunter,
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Johnson of La.. Johnson of Md., Johnson of Ga., Lewis,
Mangum, Mason, Moore, Pearce, Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon,
Turuey, Underwood, Yulee—38.

March 10th.—After several important amendments to
the original form of the Treaty, that instrument was final-
ly ratified, by two-thirds of the Senate’ advising and con-
senting thereto, by the following vote :

Yeas—Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Bell, Bradbury,
Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Cameron, Cass, Clarke, Critten-
den, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Foote, Greene,
Hale, Hannegan, Hunter, Johuson. of Md,, Johnson of
La., Johnson of Ga., Mangum, Mason, Miller, Moore,
Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tumey, Downs, Clayton,
Yilée, Underwood —=38.

Nays.—Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Benton,
Berrien, Breese, Corwin, Douglas, Lewis, Sproance, Up-
ham, Webster, Westcott.—14.

The Senate having thus ratified the Treaty, with zev-
eral important amendments, it became necessary that the
Treaty should be also ratified by the Mexican/Congress.
The President accordingly appointed Narman Crirrorp,
Attorney-general, and ‘AMpiosE SEVIER, Chairman of the
Committee of Foreign Relations in the Senate, as Com-

il he United Stales, to lay the

missioners on the part of
ore the Mexican Congress.

{
£
]

Treaty, thus-maedified, be
These gentlemen hastened 1o Mexico, but some weeks
elapsed before a quoram of the Mexican Congress. could
be assembled at Queretaro. At length the Congress met,
and the ratification of the Treaty was urged upon the
Cuna_,rr(-&g ,\f|l)~ and "f‘\;ucn:l_\' by President Pefia. He

succeeded. ‘The Treaty was-ratified by a large majonty

in the Congress, and by 33 to 5 in the Senate.
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The American Commissioners officially notified the
Secretary of State that the Treaty was complete, and on
the 19th of June, 1848,—being two years and two months

fromr the ¢ommeéncement of the war,—the people of the

United Staiés were formally notified, that there was
Peace serween Mexice anp e Unitep StaTes!

By the President of the United States of America.
A PROCLAMATION.

Whereas a treaty of peace, friendship, limits, and settle-
ment between the United States of America and the Mexican
republic, was concluded and signed at the city of Guadaloupe
Hidalzo, on the second day of February, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-eight, which treaty, as amended by the
Senate of the United States, and being in the English and
Spanish languages, is word for word as follows:

In the name of Almighty God :

The United States of Amenca aud the United Mexican States, anima-
ted by a sincers desire to put an end to the calamities of the war which
unhuppily exists between the two republics, and to establish npon a salid
basis relations of peace and friendship, which shall confer reciprocal bene-
fits wpon' the ¢citizens of both, and assure the concord, harmony, aud mu-
tual confidence wherein the two people should live, a8 good ueighbom,
have for that pafpose appointed their respective plenipoténtinries—thal is
to say, the President of the United Stales Has appointed Nicholus P.
Trist, a citizen of the United States, and the President of the Mexican
republic has appointed Don Luis Gonzaga Cuevas, Don Bernurdo Couto,
and Don Miguel Atristain, citizens of the said republic, who, after a re-
ciprocal. communication of their respective [ull powers; hiave, vader the

protection of Almighty God, the author of peace, arranged, agreed upon,
and signed the following

Treaty of peace, friendship, limits, and settlement, between the United
States of America and the Mexican republic.

Azmicie L
There shall be firm and universal peate betweon the Uhited States
of America and the Mexican republic, and between their respective coun-
tries, torritories, cities, towns, and people, without exception of places or
persuas.
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Axmicre IL

Imumediately upon the signature of this treaty, a couvention shall be
entered into between a commissioner or commissioners appointed by the
Genoral-in-chief of the forces of the United States, and such as may be
sppointed by the Mexican government, to the end that a provisional sus-
pension of hostilities shall take place, and that, in the pluces occupied by
ihc said forves, constititions] order may be re-established, as regurds the
political, administrative, and judicial branchies, so fur as this shall bo per-
mitted by the citcumstances of military occupation

Axmicrx HI

Immediately upon the ratification of the present treaty by the govern-
ment of the United States, orders shiall be transmitted to the commanders
of their land and naval forces, reqdiring the latter (provided this treaty
shall then bave been rutified by the gévernment of the Mexican republic,
and the ratifications exchanged) immedintely to desist from blockading
any Mexican ports ; and fequiring the former (under tho same candition)
to commence, at the sarliest moment practicable, withdrawing all troops
of the United States then in the intarior of the Mexican repablic, to points
that shall be selected by ebmmon agreement, at a distance from the sea-
ports not excording thirty loagues ; angd such evocuation of the iuterior of
the republic shall be comploted with the least possible defay ; the Mexi-
can governmont hereby binding itself to affard every facility in its power
for rendering the same convenient o the troops on their march and in
their new positions, sod for promoting a good understanding between
them and the inhabitanta In like manner, orders shall be dispatched to
the persons in chargs of the custom-hduses at all ports oecupied by the
farces of the United States, requinng them (uoder the same cooditions)
immedistely to deliver possession of the same to the persons authorized
by the Mexican government to receive -it, together with all bonds and
e;'ukllcts of debt for doties on importations and on exportations not yet
fallen due.. Moreover, a fasthfol and exzct account shall be mado out,
showing the entire amount of all doties on imports and on exports collectod
at such custorn-hooses or elsewhero In Mexico by authority of the United
States, from afd after the day of ratification of this treaty by the govern-
ment of the Mexican repablic ; and Mo an hecount of the cost of collec-
tion ; and such entire amount, deducting only the cost of collection, shall
be deliveced to the Mexican government, at the city of Magico, withia
three months after the exchange of rutifications

The evgouation of the capital of the Mexican republic by the troope
of the United States, in virtud of theabove stipulation, sirall be completed
it oo month after the orders there stipulated for shall have been received
by the commander of said troops, or sooner if possible.
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AzrTicre 1V,

Immedintely afler the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty, all
castles, forts, territonies, places, and possessions, which have been taken or
occupied by the forces of the United States daring the present war, with-
in the linits of the Mexican republic, as aboat to be established by the fol-
lowing article, shiall be. definitively restored to the said republic, together
with all the artillery, anmng, apparatus of war, munitipns, snd other public
proparty, which were in the suid castles and forts whon captored, and
which shall remain there at the time when this treaty shall be duly ratified
by the governmdnt of the Mexican repablic. To this eud, immediately
upon the signatare of this treaty, orders shall be dispatched to the Ameri-
can officers .commanding such castles und forts, securing aguinst the re-
moval or destruction of any suchiartillery, arms, apparatus of war, muni-
tions, or other public property. | The city of Mexico, within the inner line
of intrenchments surrounding the said city, is comprehended in the above
stipulations; as regards the restoration of artillery, apparatus of war, &e.

The. finul evacuation of the territory of the Mexican republic, by the
forcesa of the United States, shall be completed in thres months from the
eaid axchange of ratifications, or sooner if possible ; ihe Mexican govara-
ment hiereby engaging, as in the foregoing article, 10 nse ull means in its
power for facilitating sugh evacuation, and repdering it convenient to the
troops, and for promoting &, good tnderstanding between them and the in-
habitants.

If, however, the maftification of this treaty by both parties should not
take plics in time to allow the smbarkatior the troops of the United
States to be-completad. before the commencement of the sickly season at
the Mexidan ports on the gull of Mexico, in snch case a fricodly arrange-
ment shall be entered into hetween the general-in-chief of the said troops
and the Mexican government, whereby healthy and otherwise suitable
placesst & distance from the ports not exceeding thirty leagues shall be
desigmated for the residence of such Lroops as may not yet have embarked,
until the retorn of the healthy season. And the space of time bhere re-
ferred to as comprehending the sickly season shall be understood to ex-
tend from the first day of May to the first day of Noyember.

All prisoners of war taken on sither side, on land or on sea, shall be re-
stored .u5 sopn as practicable after the exchange of ratifications of ths
treaty, It is also agreed that if any Mexicans should now bs held as
captives by any sayage tribe within tho limits of the United States, as
about 1o be established by the following article, the goverumeat of the said
United States will exact the releass of such caplives, and causs them to
be restored to their country.
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Articre V.

»
The boundsry line between the two republics shall commence m the

gull of Mexico, three i ea from land, opposite the mouth of the R
Grande, otherwise valled Rio Bravo dél Norte, or oppdkite the mouth of its
deepest branch, if it should have more than ane branch emptying directly
into the sea; [(rom thence up the middls of that river, following the
deepest chuapel, whers it has more than oue, (o the point where it sirikes
the southern boundary of New Mexico ; thence, westwardly, along, the
whole southern boundary of New Mexico (which runs north of the town
called Paso) 1o Ns western termioation ; thenes, northward, aloug the
western line of New Mexico, until it intersects the first branch of the
tiver Gila : (or if it should not intersect auy bnmr:‘n of that river, then to
the poiut oo the said lige noarest to such branch, and thenee in a direc)
live Lo the same 3) thence down the middle of the said branch and of the
said river, uptil it emplies into the Rio Colorado ; thence across the Rio
Colorudo, following the division line between Upper and Lower Californis,
to the Pacific ocean.

The southern and western limits of Now Maxico, mentioned in this
article, are those laid down in thes map entitled “ Map of the United
Mezican Stutes, an organized ond defined by various acts of the Con-
grees of sald republic, and constructed atcording o the beet gutherities
Revised edition. Pablizshed at New York in 1847, by J. Disturnell™
Of which map & eopy is added to this treaty, bearing the signatures and
seals of the undersigued plonipoteutiaries, Aand, in order to preclode all
difficully in tracing upou the grovnd the limit separating Upper from
Lower Culiforaia, it is agreed that the said limit shall'consist of & straight
line drawn (rom the middle of the Rio Gila, where it unites with the
Colorado, to a poiot on the coast of the Pacific ocean distant one marine
league due seuth of the southernmost point of the port of San Diego, ac-
cording 1o the plan of said port mude in the yéar 1782'by Don Juust Pan-
toju, second sailing-mustor of the Spanish fiset, and published at Madrid
intbe year 1802, in the Atlas 1o the voyage of the schooners Sutil and
Mexicens, of which plan a copy is hereunto added, signed and sealed by
the respective plenipotontianes.

In orflee to designate the boandary line with due precision, upon aw-
thoritative tnaps, sind to estalilsh opon the ground fandmurks which shall
show the limiits of both republics, as deseribed in the present article, the
two governments shall sach uppoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who,
before the expiration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifica-
tious of this treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diefo, and proceed to
ren and wdrk the mid- boundury in ite whole coarmse to the mouth of the
Riv Brave del Norte. They shall keop journsls and murk out piaus of
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their operations ; and the result agreed upon by them shall be deemed a
part of this treaty, and shalk havs the same force as if it were inserted
thereinn. The two governments will amicably agree regarding what may
ba necessary to these persons, and slso as to their respective escorts,
should such be necessary,

The boundary line established by this article shall be religiously respect-
ed by each of the iwo republics, und no change shall ever be made
therein; exceépt by the'express and free consent of both nations, lawfally
given by the generdl govefnment of each, in conformity with its own
constitulion.

AwxticLe VL

The veasats and citizens of the United States shall, in all time, have a
free xrud uninterrupted passage by the gulf of California, and by the river
Colorado below its confluence with the Gila, to and from their poOSSesSIOns
witusted north of the boundary fine defined in the prm'miun' u'lu‘h'; it
being understood that this passage is to be by navigating the gulf of Cali-
fornix and the river Colorado, and not by land, withoat the express con-
sent of tha Mexican government.

If. by the examinations which may be mads, it should be ascertaimed
to be practicable and advantagesous to construct & road, canal, or ruilway,
which should in whole or in part run upon the river Gila, or upon its
right or its left bank, within the space of one manme league from either
margin of the river, the governments of both républics will form an
agreement regarding its coustruction, m order that it may serve equally
for the use and sdvantage of both countries.

Armicre VIL

The river Gila, and the part of the Rio Bravo del Norte lying below the
sotithérn boundary of New Mexico, being, agreeably to the filth article,
div in the middle, between the two republics, the navigalion of the
Gila and of the Bravo below said lnmmlur_y shall be {ree and commeon to
the vessels and citizens of both count «nd peither shall, without the
consent of the other, construct any wWork that mnay mlpo-lu- or mterrupt,
in ‘whole or in part, the exercise of this right ; not even for the purpose
of\ favoring new methods of uavigation. Nor nh ull any tax or contribn-
tion, under any denominatio or title, be levied upon vessels or persons
pavigating the same, or apon merchandise or effects transported thereon,
except in the case of lsnding upon one of their shores. If, for the pur-
pose of making the uaui rivers nuvigable, or for maintaining them m such
state, it should be necessary or advantageons to establish any fax or con-
tribution, this shall not be done without the consent of both goveruments
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The stipalations contained in the present article shall not impair the
ternitonul rights of either ropublic within its established limits. .

Axnicrz VIIL

Mexicans now established in territories previously belonging to Mexico,
and which remain for the future within the fimits of the United States, as
defined by the present treaty, shall be free Lo continue where they wow
reside, or to remove at any time to the Mexican republic, rr.!-mm.lz the
property which they possess in the sui , or disposing “thereof,
and rensoving the procesds wherever Lhey pleass, without their being
subjected, ou this accounnt, t6 any contribution, tux, or charge whatsver.

Those who shill prefer to remain io the ssid ternitaries, may scither re.
tain the ttle and rights of Mexican citaens, or acquire “Iu-u; of citizens
of the United States. But they shall be auder the obligation to make
their election withiu oue your from the date of the exchange of ratifica-
ticos of this treaty : and those who shall remain in the said territones
after the expiration of that year, without having declared their intention
o rotain the character of Mexicans, shall bo considered to have elected to
become ocitizens of the United States

In the said territories, propenty of avery kind, now belonging to Mexi-
cans nobk established there, shall be invielably respected. The present
owners, the heirs of these, and all Mexicans who may hereafller acquire
said property by contract, shall enjoy with respect to it gourantees equally
ample, & il the sume belonged (o citizens of the United States

Armicie IX

Megicans who, in the territories aforesuid, shall not preserva the char-
acter of citizens of the Mexican republie, conformably with what is stip-
ulated in the preceding anticle, shall be ncorporated into the union of the
United States, and be admilted at the proper time (to be jadged of by the
Congress of the United Stutes) to the sujoyment of all the T ghis ul: oiti-
zons of the United States, according to the principles of the coustitution ;
and in the moan Lse shall be mainlained and protected in the enjoyment

rl . r Oron r } 3
of their liberty and property, and secured in the free exatcise of their re-
ligion withoul restriction

Anricte X,

[Strickea out.)

Arnticre XL

Considering that u great part of the territories which, by the present
treaty, art (o be comprehendad for the Muture within the lmnits of the

Uni.

18 { .
ted States, s now oo upied by savuge tnbes, who will hereafter be under

22
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the exclusive control of the government of the United States, and whose
incursions within the territory of Mexico would be prejud | in the ex-
treme, it s solemuly agreed that all such mcumsions sba 1 be forcibly re-
strained t » government of t nited States whensoever this miy be
pecessary ; and that when they eannot be prevented, they shall be punish
ed by the said government, and satisfaction for the:samo shall be exaeted
—all in the same way,.and wilh equal. diligence and energy, us<if the
same ineursions wers’ meditated  or committed within its own -terntory,
against its own citizen=

It shall not ber lawful, ander iny pretext whatever, for any inhsbitant
of the United Stiutes to purchiase or acquire any Mexican any foreiguer
residing in. Mexico, who mayhave been captured by Indians inhabiting
the territory of either of the two republics, nor to purchase or acquiro
hormses, mules, catile, or proparty of uny kind, stolen within Mexicun ter-
ritory by such Iadians.

And intho event of auy person or persons, captured within Mexican
territory by Indians, being earried into the territory of the United States,
the government of the latter sngages and binds itsel, m the most solemn
manner, sosoon as it shall know.of such’ captives being within its tem-
tory, and shall be able so to do, through the faithfol exercise of its inflo-
ence and power, to rescue them and retarn them to their country, or
deliver them to/the ngent érrepresentative of the Mexican government

The Mexicarnuthorities will, as far as p icable, give to the government

of the Ufited States notice of stich captures ; and its ngent shall pay the

expeuses incutred in the mamienance and transmission of the re sened
caplivess; who, i the meny time, shall be treated with the utmost hosn-
tality by the American authorities at the place where they may be Bot
i the goverument of the United States, belore receiving such notice from
Mexico, should6btain mtelligence, through any « ther elinnuel, the ex-
wtence of Mexican captives wit ts territory, it will proceed fortbwith to
effect their release and delivery to the Mexiean agent » above ~"{nl|!‘||w§
For the purpose of giving to these stipulaticns the fullest possible effica-
ev, thereby affording the secanty and redress demanded by their trae
-.l'»:m and :.-Al- ot the government of the United Stateswi | now :
sfter pass, withgul unnegesary delay, and always vigilantly € nforce, soch
{ates 85 the nature of the subject may require. And finully, the sacred-
ness of this obligation sh yl never be lost sight of by the said government
when providing for the removal of the Indions from any portioh of the sad

territories, or for its being se ttled by citrzens of the United States ; but, on

the contrary, special cure shall thon betaken not to place ils lodian occu-
punts under the mecessity. of se¢king new homes, by committing” thoss
invresans which the United States have solemaly obl ged theinselyes o

restrain
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Armiore XIL

In consideration of the extension scquired by the boundaries of the
United States, an defined in the fifth = o of the present treaty, the gov-
ernment of the United States engages Lo pay to that of the Mexican re-
public the suin of fifteen millions of do hars

immediately after this treaty shall have been duly ratified by the
governmnent of the Mexican repoblic, the sum of three millions of dollars

be pald 1w the said govermment by ihat of the United States, at the

Mexiooe, in the d ‘or silver coin of Mexico, The remaiving

millions of dollars shall be paid at the same place, and iu the same

in annuel instalmeats of three milkious of dollams each, together with
¢

w1 the smune the rate of six per centnm per ausum.  This in-

shall begin to ron upen the whele sum of twelve millons from the

{ af ratifie sl ac 1 4 » 1
day of the ratification of the present treaty by the Megican government,

and the first of the instalments shall be paid at the experation of one year
fromm the same day. gether with each anuual instalment, as it (alls
dae, the whols interest accruing on such instalment {rom the beginning

shall also be paid.

Axmicre XHL

The United States engagn, moreover, 1o nssume and pay to the claim-
ants all the amdinis due them, and thoss hersaller to become due,
by reason ol the elaims already 1 lated and decided against the Mexi-
can republic, opder the conventions between the two repablics severally

yed ‘on the gleventh day of il, eightoen hundred and th r(.\-u‘m.:,

) the thirtioth day of Jau sightesn hundred and forty-thteo: %o
that the Mexican republic sl be absolut xempt, for the future,
from all expense whatover on accouut of the said claims.

Artiore XIV.

The United States do fu more discharge the Mexican republic from
all clnime of eitizens of the United States not heretofors decided against
thy Mexi rovernment, which may have srisen previous the duts
of the sgnatore of this treaty ; which discharge shall be final and perpet-
ual, whether the swid elaims be rejocted or be allowed by the board of
cotumismoners provided for in the following articles, and wh.alu-er shall be
the total amount of those allowed.

Axrmicee XV,

The United States, exonerating Mexico from all demands on account
of the claims of their citizeos me ted in the ;,rw-n‘..n-_- article, and con-
sidering themn entirely and forever cancalled, whatever their amoant may
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be, undertake to make satisfaction for the same, to an amonnt pot ex
ceeding three and one quarter millions of dollors. To ascertain the validity
and amount of thosé claims, a bourd of commissioners shall be established
by the government of the United States, whose awards shall be final
conclusive ; provided, that in deciding upon the validity of each claim,
the board shall be guided and governed by the principles and rules of
decision prescribed by the first and fifth articles of the unratified conven-
tion, concluded at the city of \Mexico on the twentieth day of Navember,
one ‘thousand eight hundred aud forty-three; and in no case shall an
award be made in favor of any claim not émbraced by these principles
and rujes

If, in the opinion of the said board of commissioners, or of the cldimants,
any books, records, or documentis in the possession or power of the gov-
erament of the Mexican repablio, shull be deemed necessary o the just
decwion of any.claim, the commissioners, or the claimants through them,
shall, within such peériod as Congress inay designate, make an application
in writing for the same, addredsed lo the Mexican Minister for Forsign
Affuirs, 10 be transmitted by the Secretary of State of the United States ;
and the Mexican government engages, ut the earliest possible moment
after the receipt of such demand, to cause any of the books, records, or
documents; so specified, which shell be in their possession or power, (or
aunthenticated copies or extracts'of the same,) to be transmitted to the
said Secretary of State, who shall immediately deliver them over to the
said board of commiissioners: Provided, That no sach application shall
be mude by, or at the instance of, any claimant, untl the facts which it
is expected to prove by sich books, records, or documents, shall have
been stated under cath or affirmation.

Articre XVL

Each-of the contracting parties reserves to itself tha entire right to for«
ny whalever point within its territory it may )udgc proper so Lo l'orf»l')‘
for its security.

ArnmicLe XVII

The treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, coneluded st the city
of Mexico on the fifth.day of April; A o 1531, between the United States
of America and the United Mexican States, except the additional article,
and except so far as the stipulations of the said treaty may be incompati-
ble with any stipulation contdined in the present treaty, is hereby revived
for the period of eight years from the day of the exchangs of ratifications
of this treaty, with the suwe forco-ahd virtue as if incorporated thersin ; it
being understood that each of the contracling parties reseryes fo itsell the
rghy ot any time afler the mid period of eight years shall have expired
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o terminata the sume by giving oue year's notice of such intention to the

other party.

Axvsorz XVIIL
All supplies whatever for treops of the United States in Mexico, arriving
st ports in the occcupation of such troops previous to the final evacuation
thereof, although subsequently to the restoration of the custam-houses at
such ports; shall be entirely exempt from doties and charges of any kind ,
the government of the United States bereby engaging and pledging its

fnith to establish, and vigilantly to enforee, all possible guards for securing

the reveune of Mexico, | venting the importation, under eover of this

r than such, both in kind and o quantity,

use dod cousamption of the forces of the

z the time they mway remain in Mexico. To this end
sud agents of the United States to de-

it Lhe pective parts auy allempis at

thi# stipulation which they may know of, or may

have reason fo suspect, and to give to such aathorities all the aid in their
power with regard theretor; and every such altempt, when dul) proved
and established by sentence of a competent tribunal, shall be punished by

the confiscation of the property so attampted to be frandulently introduced

Anricee XIX.

With respact to all merchandise, cffects, and property whatsoever, im-
ported 1nto ports of Mexi¢o wh in the occopation of the forees of the
tates, whelher by citizens of either republic, or by citizens or sub-

neutral natien, the { wing rules shall be observed
h merchundise; effects, and property, il impofied previousdy
the restoration of the custom-houses to the Mexicuh authornities, as
Lpalated for in the i le of this treaty, shall'be exempt (rom con-
iscation, although the importation of the same be prohibited by the Mexi-

can tanfl

1o the restoralion ol WUy

the sixtydays fxed in the following ar-

he coming into force of the Mexicns tanfiat stich ports respec-

Wl.merchand e, off ' propenty-bemng, however, at the

ymeat of duties, as provided for

described in the (wo rulcs
'y luning their cotitinuanee xt the place of importation, and
upols their leaving such place Tor the interior, be exempt from all duty,

tax, or wngost ‘of every kund, ussder whatsoover title or depomination.
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Nor shall they be there sobjected to any charge whatsoever upen the sale
thereof.

4. All merchandise, effects, and property deseribed in the first and sec-
ond rules, which shall have beelr remuoved to any place.in the teror
whilst such-place was in the occupation of the forces of the United States,
shall, dorisg their continuance thierein, be exempt from all tax upon the
sale or consumption thereof, and from every kind of impost or contribu~
tian, Woder whatsoever title oz denomination.

5 But if any merchandise, effects, or property; described in the first
and sécond fules, shall be rémaved to any piace not occaped the time
by the forces of the United Sfates, they shall, upon their introduction into
sach place, or upon their sale or.cousamption there, be spbject to the same
dutiés which, under the Mexican-laws, they would be required. to- pay in
such cases if they had been importe d in time of peacs, through the man-
time custoin-houses, and had these paid the duties conformably with the
Mexican tariff

6. The owners of all merchandise, éffects, or property, described in the
first und second rules, and existing in any port ol Maexico, shall have the
nghl to reship the sume, exempl. from all tax, impost, or contnbution
whatever.

With respect 10 the metals, or other propesty, expopted from any Mexi-
can port whilst in the ocoupation of the forces of the United States, and
previously to the restoratiou of the costora-house at such port, no person
shall be sequired by the BMexicap authonties, whether geueral or state, o
pay any tax, dul), ar coutribgbion upon any such exportalion, of 1n any

manner 1o account for the sswe to the saw sothoriies

Awnricre XX,

Through \consideration for the interssts of commerce gonerally, it is
agroed, that if less than sixty days should plag wedn the date of the
signuture of this Wreaty and (o estoration of the istom-houses, Col-
Iunn.:\ﬂy with the Hlpu&uhnu i e thard arlicle, i U 25 ner-
chandise, effeets, und property whalsoover, armving the Mexican porls
alter the restoration of the said castom-bouses, aol asly to the expi-
sation of sixty days after the day of the sigodture off this treaty, shall be
adinitted o entry ;/and no other duties shall be levied thercon thun the
dulies estoblished by the tanff fpund m foree & such ciisloni-honses ut the
timne of the restoration of the same And to all such. merchandise, e ffects,

and property, the rules established by the preceding arucle shall apply.

Asxmcre XXL

¥t mubappily any dissgreement should hereafler nrise betweon the goy-
ernments of the two republics, whether with respect fo the interpretation
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of a vith respect (g any bther particuiar

cageernmg the . ol relations of the two nalious, the
sard govermments, it me ol e nations, do promise to each ther

that the} it manper, 1o sellle

thre differenc y ansing, and 1o proserve U te of peaco and Ir endship

i which using, for this

end. muta Y at wd. pacihic ne And if, by these

means, 1 rreemont, & resort

shall wot or hostility of

any kind, by th repubd 5g ot Lhe other, | the govemment of
that whic deena . ggmeved shall hawe v sasidered, o the

it would not be better that

such diffvrence should be u arbilration of commissioners ap-

pointed on each side, or by that of & friendly pation. Auad should such

course bo propased by sither party, it shall be ncoeded to by the other, un-
less doemed by it sltogether incompatible with the nature of the difference,

ar the circumstances of Lhe Casc

Asricne XXIIL

1f {witich is vot to be expected, and which God forbid !) war shall wn-
happily break out between the two republics, they do vow, w th & view to
snch calumity, solemaly piedge U ctnselves 10 exch other and to the world,
o ve the following rules : nheolotely, where the nature of the subject
permits, sid g elosely a possible in anll cases whers suc solute ob-
servange shall be impossible.

1. Fhe merchunts of eithbr republic then res ding in the other, shall be
allowad to remain twelve oaths, (for those dwelling in the mtanor, and
st motiths (Tor those dwelling st the seapor ot their debis and
sottle thelr uifairs ; durmg which per ods the y shiall eujoy the sameo protec-
tion, ana o fouting, in all fespects, os the gitizens or subjects
of the most ons - and, 1t the cxpiration there or al any
time before, they shall | s fal berty to depart, carryitng off all their ef-
feects without molestation or hinderunce : confoning theiolu Lo the same
laws wh k Lazens of biocts of 1t most [newdly nalions are re-
quired to conform to the eptrance of the drmies of either nation
into the territories of the ot women sod children, poalesiastios, & holars
of overy f{acnity, caltivelor f the eurth, merchanly, artans, m anufac-
tarers, and V6T sparmed and mhabiting the unfortified towns, vil-
lages, or pia X in general afl perons whose occupationg ure for the
common sabmstence and benelit of m sukind, shall be allowed (o eontinoe
their respective employrments unmolested in therr parsous. Nor shall thewr
bouses or goods be burut or otherwis jestroved, nor their cattle takan, nor

their fiekds wusted, by the armed fores)into whose power, by the events of




|
|
1

i —— ————————— .

344 TREATY OF PEACE.

war, they may happen to fadl ; but if the necessity arise to take any thing
rom them for the. use of such armed foree, the same shall be pud for at
an oquituble price. "All churches, hospituls, schools, colleges, libraries,
and other est ments, for chunlable and bene =, shall be
sted, snd all persons connected with the same ‘ted in the dis-

o of their duties, and the pursuit of their voedtions
In order uat thie fute of prison [ be alleviated, al
g8 these of sending thHem int stant, ioclement, or une
whdldsome districls, or-erowq hem into close and noxious places, shall
be stadiously) avoided. | Thgy sha t be conhoed in dungeons, | e
slips, or prisons ; nor be put’in irons, bound, or otherwise restrained in
the use of their limbs, | The/officers shall “enjoy liberty on their parvies,
within convenient districts, and have comfortable quartérs ; and the com-
mion soldrérs shall be disposed 1n caglouments, open and extonsive enough
for air and ¢xercise, and lodgéd i’ barracks as roomy and good as are
provided by the party in'whose power they ure, for its own troops. But
tf uuyy er shall break his parg o by le aving the distnict so asugned hun,
or any other prisouer shall escaupe Trom the limits of his cants ut, after
they sha!l have been designated-to him, such_individou!, officer, or other
prisorier, shall forfeit 80 much of the benefit of this article us provides for
his fiberty on parvle or in cantonfeut.  And if any officer so breuking his
parole, or any common soldisr«o éscapmg from the limits ussigued himm,
shal) sflerwurds be found in armns, previonsly to his bemg regulurly oxs
,AHe persofi 4o offendiug shall be dealt with according to the es-
tablishod sof war. The officers sl be daily furnshed by the panty
it whose power they dre, with ss many rations, and of the same articles,

as are"allowed, sither in kind or by commutation, to officers of equal rapnk

1b-its own army ; anad all others shall be ~l\|\} furnished with such ration
&s is allowed to-8 common soldier i its own service s the value of all
which stipplies shall, at the close the war, or al periods 1o i
upon between Lhe re pective
a mmutual adjustment of accoun
such accounts sl t
the balance  as 1
any cu vhateye eal cnded.  Euch party shal
keep 8 comm y/of ne wpanted by isell, with
ment of prisoners ssession of the other; which commiss
the prironers as oft as he pleases ; shall be_allowed to receive, exempt
from ull dutiés or tuxes, and to dstribute whatever comloris may, be scut
to them | nds:; snd shall be free to transmit his reports in open
lotters 1o the party by whom he = l'nu,’v(nyv-«f

And it 8 declyred that neither the pretence thal war disalves all

treaties, nor any other whatlever, shall be considered na anuulling or sus-

TREATY OF 345

peading i JSema covenant contained in this article On the contrary,

hich it is provided, and during which

the stal War s precisoly
its stipulgtions are to be ss sact obwerved as tho most acknowledged

obligations under the law of nature or palions
Anricre XXI1I
. Pre
3 and
probation
anged o the

sut of Mexico, in four

general

eity of Washi
Y
months from the if practicable
3 s ol T Mve S thws
Io feith whereof, w rexpective plenipot hav gned th
trealy of peact and settlement ; and have hereunto
affixed oor sea i one i g
Hidalgo, o o second duy of February, in the year of our

sintuplicate, st the city of

Guadalou e

N. P. TRIST, (1e]

LUIS G. CUEVAS, (L. =]

BERNARDO COUTO, [ ]

MIGL ATRISTAIN, [ =]
And whereas the said treaty, as amended, has been duly
ratified on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the
same were exchanged on the thirtieth day of
Mayv last, by Ambrose H. Sevier ind Natha ‘lifford, com-
: ' Tnited States,

|

missioners on the part of the government ;
and by Senior Don Luis de 1a Rosa, Minister of Relatons of
the Mexican republic on the part of that government
Now. therefore, bé it known, that I, Jauzs K. Poux, Presi-
dent of F America, have caused the said
e publie, to th hat the same, and every
e thereof may be observed and fulfilled with
faith by the United States and the gitizens thereof.

In witnésswhereof, Lhave hereunto seb my hand and caused

wl of the Unit ates to be affixed

Done¢ the citv of Washington, this fourth day ofiJuly, one
thousand hundred and forty eight, and of the Indepen
[x £] dence U es the seventy-third

By the President: JAMES K. POLK.

J\‘-I."« BoopASAN Se
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Let us turn, for a moment, to the ResvnTs or THE

Mexicay War. The resuits may be summed up in
three particalars, viz.:—the loss ol hves, the loss of money,
and the gain of territory. Each of these may be esuma-
ted with sufficient accuracy, for all-the purposes ol his-
tory.

1. Op Tae Loss or Lire. The official réturns of our
government show an aclual 108s, 11 .'.":-ju (a/—~'i>l\' battle and
sickness—of fifteen thousand men. But this 1s by no
means all. There were large numbers ol men mustered
into” service in the interior of the United States, whose
regiuments were in Mexico, and who ol course must take

some

time, and meet with much exposure, before they were

1

entared on the rolls of the active force. Many of these
were taken sick and died, withoul ever appearing on the
roll& of the actual force. Again, thousands of men were
dischiarmed in Mexico, as their time expired. Of these,
many died.  These facts are knowr and admitted by the
offigers of the army: It may be said theo, with truth,
that the real and entire loss of life, from the nyasion of
Mexico, was not léss than TWENTY-PIVE THOUSAND MEN.

2, l.oss or Mongy. The treasury reports, the lerms
of the treaty, and some allowance for arrears, will enable
us-do.come.very.near the true cost.of the war. The war
comin :.i"-l. I respe t 1o the aclion ol our goveroment
for preparationand provisions, ;o May, 1846 ; and the
army was not withdrawn from Meéxico ulliJune, 1848,
The actual war, then, occapies a litlle more than two
years. The appropriations by law we know, the balance
in the treasury we know, and the payments under the treaty
we khow.  Theré is nothing left 1o conjeciure, then, but

the amiount which nay be supposed necessary to cover ar-
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rears. There is, however, vet another expenditure, which
is equivalent to money, although not paid in money: This

is the bounty-lands. 1¢ act of Congress passed Feb-

ruaty; 1847, each regular soldier and each volanteer, who
dies, or is discharged by wounds, or is regularly dis-
charged, is/entitled 10 a warrant of 160 acres each of the
;mhii:‘ lands. - The number of volunteers actually in Mex-
ie6 was about 56,0004and the number of soldiers enlisted
since the-war about 29;000. About 85,000

dead, their beirs and répresentatives, are entitled to land-
warrants. Nearly the whole of them, we may assume,
will-be -taken out, and entéred in the land-offices, gen
grally by those who have ‘speculated in them. Nearly
thirteen \millions of acreswill be required to meet the land-
warrantsissned to the/soldiers of the Mexican war! M
sold by the United Statés, the value, at the minimum
price, is.more than sixieen millions of dollars. 'The gov-
ernment hasy however, fixed a commutation price of $100
in scrip/for each 160/acres. Taking that as the standard
of value for land-warrants, we have eight and a half mil-
lions|of \dollars for that -ount. 'The ‘arrearages of ‘ex-
pense attending the return and lisbanding of the army;
cannot be very closely esii mted ; but we may safely as-
sume this item at not less than ten millions of dollars.
The balance in the treasury, as rep rted ln_V the .\':'«‘t‘t-l:\r}'
of the Trea in May, 1846, was eight milliens. The

cost of the war, theén, stands thus<—

Balance in the Treasury, May, 1846 - - - - - - 8,000,000
.\;'p"";'":;:'.r d 'hy Congress for th fiscal years 1846 and

1847 & - -0 - b= | =l 7 = 1\" BH{" 3 120.000.0¢
Appropriated for the’Arrearages-of 1847 < < <" - 416,000,000

To be paid under the Mexican Treaty - - « - - 20,000,000

v

»
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Value of Land Warmants issued -~ 8,500,000

Add probable Arrearages- - - - 10,000,000

$182,500,000
Deduct from this Civil Expenses - -~ . 16,000,000

Total Expense of the Mexican War - 166,500,000

To find the peer, which must altimately appear on the
books of the Treasury Department, the following deduc-

tions from the gross sum must be made.

Balance in the Treasury - - - £8,000,000
Value of Land Warrants - - 8 500,000
Ordinary Revenue of two years 65.000.000

$81,500,000
Deduct from the aggregate’ above, and there remains
dobt ' = = e <l = = Bl & o o = - £85.000,000

At least this sum must rémain, as a permanent debt
ag.\inst the United States, as a consequence of the war
with Mexico.

3. Tae Gamw e Terrirory. The gain may be sta-
ted, in general terms, as thé provinces of New Mexico
and New Californiac. But.what are these? Who knows
them? Who can estimate them? Taken as so much
surface of the earth, this is a vast space y buv a space ab-
solutely hid from the eyes of civilization—an untredden,
untenanted wilderness ') The southérn bpundary of New
Mexice is nedar the 32%f latrudey and San Diego on the
Pacific is but a little north of it. The northern/boundary
of New California is in latitude 42°, being formerly the
southern  boundary of the United Siates. The eastern

boundary of New Mexieo 1S on ! average longitude of

20° west of Washington, and the Pacific coast of Califor-
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nia is on the'average longitude of 44°, yarving irr fact from
40° 10 47 We have an immense space of country, then,
—about ten degrees north and south, and fifteen degrees
east)and west. This makeés 700 miles north and south,
and 900 miles east and west.  ‘This surface makes 630.000
square miles, equalin space 10 FIPTEEN LARGE sTATES!
But will the greater part of this vast space ever be in-
habited by any but the restless hunter and the wandering
trapper ?Two handred thousand square miles of this ter-
ritory; in New California, bas been trod by the feet of no
civilized being. No SpY, or pioneer, or vagrant trapper
has ever returned 1o report: the character and scenery of
that waste and lonely wilderness. T'wo hundred thousand
square miles more are occupied withebroken mountains
and /dreary wilds.  But little remains, then, for civiliza-
tion. Of that little, however, there is a future value which
may not'now be counted; in the fine ports and broad caast
Wim‘h ‘n:uk ont ‘on the noble I'.;v'.’f-lr'. Rt'_\'“hd that li\'(:
four _hundred milliohs of the human race. Soon their
minds; as well as'their commerce and their kingdoms, will
be' \open \to-the purer and brighter licht of Christianity.
We shall hurry the men and the produce of our land, in

y_railroads to the Pacific! Great cities we shall
have there!" Nations will come to us, and we shall go
to-them! - And this continent will be the highway for the
multitndes of the world, and the glorious light of " Chris-
tian Progress !

REGULAR ARMY.

STATISTICS
r ENGAGED IS THE MEXICAN WAR.

rulars and volunteers, with
number furnished by‘edth
number-of

nd the namen o)

hibit the Mexican War mn 1ts ¢ HH,['in leness, we

3 30y d o Ty on, as

must look al-the resources employeéd to carry Il 1
} oIS PR

well as the origin and resulis-of the controversy. Below

1 } {1 q th of the armv{botlr reg-
will be found tables of the sitrength of the army-{bot g

ng

ulars and volunteers) employed 1o Mexico, with the losses

it Sustained.
TABLE 1

REGULAR ARMY EMPLOYED IN MEXK FROM MAY, 1846, 70 DE-

crMBER 3 ]8T,

Onginal army in Texas, |
Ma). Lo, .

Nu "‘vr"‘-V-u,'.‘
o Mexico from \l.:.."
15467 Lo, $recembern; |
1547

Note. To the above aggregate must be added, by the report.ofthe Ad-

jutant 193 recruits sent to the army in Mexico, (regulars,
stant - )

row Jhous | 1548, 1o Apnl It 154 hess, added to the above,

20,608 ieguwiar soldiers dest into Mexico frin May, 1846, to

.
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VOLUNRTEE

States
Miss,
New York

«

.\'4 J?‘r\l‘)'
Pauur}iv
“
Maryl & |
Dwst. Col. §

“
“
Virginia
N.Cerotina
8. Carolina
Georgia

“

Alabama

“

Mississippi

Loniwiana

TABLE OF VOLUNTEERS.

TABLE IL

EMPLOYED IN MEXICO FROM MAY, 1846,

3
1

I Comp.

5 A b A A e A e e e e e

CEMBER, 1847,

e
Col J. D, Stévenson
Col. W. B. Burnett
Lt Col, J. Woodruff
Col. . M. W yukoop
Col.sW. B. Roberts

Lt.'Col. W. H. Watson
Col. 5. W. Hughes

Col. F. Hamtrenck
Col. R. 'T. Paine
Col. P. M. Butler
Cal. H. R. Juckson |
l Colde G. Seymour
L Col.'J' H. Calhoun
Col. J. M. Withers
L. Col: P. H. Raiford
Caple VW, H. Praut
Col, Ji F. Coffes
Magor J. J
apt. J. M*Gee
Col. J. Davis
‘ol. B. Davis
Major L. Golley
jol. J. B. Walters
iCol. T. F. Marks
Col. J. H. Dokin
Col. H. Davis
Col- B. Peyton
Col. E. Featherstou
{Lt. Col. W. F. Biscos
. . de Russey
Pierce
pt. Blanchard
J. E. Thomas
L. W, B. Campbell
Col. W, T. Karcell
[Col. B. F. Cheetham
R. Waterhouse

ol. C. R. M‘Clelland

Horse. [Art

1,047
1,179
LARE
424
1,125
1,055
=54
528
666
1,303
436
1,054,
924
466
931
295
278
945,
4069
942
947
4:11;
l]l"j
912
759|
791
64y
829
1,094
6561
95
1,054
695
945,
800
972

T0

Total

DE-

Ratea

Kentucky

Ohio

Michigan

Indiana

Dlingis
“

Arkansas

Florida
Texas

TABLE OF VOLUNTEERS. 353
Talle I1. continned.

'Re;;.;n'n ) wling Office Foot,
Ist |Col. H. Marshal | — 8358 - 538
st [Col S. Onosby | = . 577
24 ol. W. R M‘Kee — - 919
34 : M. V. Thompson J N 1,054

L J. S. Willams F LIS - 1,112

A M. Mitchel 3 =38

S R, Cunis 5810

. 8. W. Morgan 3 738

H. Brough ; 1,011

ol. W. Lrwin _ < 949

ol T. B. W. Stogkton 888

upt: M. L. Guge | X ~4

sob. J. P. Drule 15 - 856

ol. J. Lave | 853

’ ol. J. H. Lane g 869
$th ol. W. A, Gorman 919 219
Sth ol. J. H. Laugs 97: 973
' ok o J. Hardi 927 97
24 |Coli W. H. B sell 902 - 902
3d ol. F. Freemna $ 510
itk ‘ol 2. D. Baker, 1 819
Sth  |Col. E. W, B. Newby 1,021 1,081
6y ol. J. Collins $ 969
1 ‘apt. A, Dunlap - 425 125

2 CompiCapl. W. Kanowliton 1406

| Comp. ICapt J M Mosgan 3 - 3

= 1 p|Capt. J. Porter ! 56) - 156

Col. A. R. Easton ST - 687

Capt. F. H. Holt 933 933

Cok A. W. Dogiphan ! 986 - 886

Col. L. Pric# 35 845

L. Col. D. Willoch A = 107

aiMasor M. L. Clark 239 239
= - 141

Horsa ‘,\ris Total

ol |1
! } Ha Col J. Bulls - - 1,107
Battal Jli Col. L E. Powell 437 - 437
2 Comp. [g. Cal. W. Gilpin =" = 179
& . | | > 161
“ 104 104
Col. A. Yell - 800
mp Lt Col. W. Gy -1 158
3 Cotnp. " ! - 265
{1 Cotup.Cupt. J. B. Edgart | - 100
H Comp Capt. A. % Johuson 323! - 323
Ist [Gen J. P. Honderson - - 1,045
| 2 |ColJ.C. Hays i 523

23

A Col. A. Easton - 507

!
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Tabl ) d.
able I1. continwue Table TI1. continued.

States. ‘Rz\mm'u Commanding Officer Foot. | Horse. |Art.| Total. - F 71 | nﬁA - Artiiy. ' Total,
| . o0 orse. [

3d [Col. 8. T. Wood 715 o B : —
4th Maj > C. Coope 1y (12 Georgia . vess > l.'{!“' 657
Sth * > Hays - & ~ :'.'FD l“)wu‘mn = b.':{f“ :134
6th  )Lx. Col. Bell ‘ 711 Tennemeo. ... .owmanens eemcined 4468 944
2 Comp./Henderson 95 95 Kentucky . sorssnein - oo 3,962
1 ?('ﬂl. A. S. Johnson 512 | 615 Ohso
Battal: | — 393 Michigan
rl ('nm;m’ — | = 209 lodiana
{2 Comp./Capt. M‘Callough 168 [iinos
ndiuns. | B!m Beaver 3: 35 Wisconsin .
| Battal “uju(( hevallio | [ 487 + Towa .
Mormons . “ Lt. Col. J. Alten % 503 M ssoan
Ly ] Comp. C apt. D. €. le\li | 21 82 Afhl'lw
California | Battal. [Major J. C. Fremont | | 470 €~]L;r,‘1“ -
v l Comp. s 41 cxus
e a l( apl W. A ’]‘ Maddox ‘ 47 ()‘lorlnnuu
Remust'd } | | alifornians........conemreses

286

g

257
S Cowp 342 __Aggroguiss
1 (;ump ICi apt. \lneru 109 109
b ! TABLE IV.

Totals ‘f\ Rvgum‘mu and 3 Companies. | 51,726/ 15,373 806/ 67,905 o .

| | | | YOTAL STRENGTH OF THE ARMY EMPLOYED IN MEXICO, FROM
- —_— - APRIL, 1846, T0 ApriL, 1848,
Note—~This excludes a large number of volunteers who were mustared —_ e =g .

Volunt. § Battal. }\L:Jur R. Walker

w“

i
for payment, but never in service ; but includes the Texans called out in Description of Foroe, l Foot. | Horse. | Antil'y. | Total Remarks.
1845, | Army In Mexico, ! | ‘ IThe geveral stafl is
B 4 reguiars,) Mauy, 2,130 408 976 | 3,554 U”‘f'-" the head of
TABLE IIL 1846, ) \ “ Horse.”
chrnvll h.r the old ¢ 12,551
VOLUNTEERS FURNISHED BY EACH STATE, FROM THE MARCH TO regunents ‘ '
CORPUS CHRISTI TO THE END OF THE WAR. Recruits  for lhb l_I | 10 NSIThe new regiments’

new regiments... § - | were the 3d Dra-
Recruits went to ! { goons, the Volti-

Mexico afller De- ( — — l - 2498 geurs, and the Sth,

clshiber, 1847 . V| | 10th, 1ith, 12th,
Massachusettsl .. L. lvalvmio dondinand 1047 [-1,047 Volunteers ;... ivisteed 51,7 u 153731 806 167,905 13th, 14th, 15th,
New York ...... seensadearFon . . 2,665 2,665 M arines d 347 - — 347 and 16th repgy
Ponnsylvania v . cinevose oot - 2,464 — - ! —1  ments of Infuntry.
New Jemey... § — | 424 Aggregates 54,243( 15,781} 1,762 | 96,995,
Maryland md I)\'. of ( u"nnln\ S 36 1.33( -
\xrgm Bol. G A Ty o SRR | 1,303
Norlll Cargling .8 0....8 4 -Nboon ooy ‘. 5 936
South Carc lml, oSwrte. it N . 4 JO5 — 1,054 ~
Alsbama 2918 93| 3011 80 nlso, & portion of Loumiana volanteers called out in 1845 ; nnd 0 also

States. ;Foo‘.. Horse. |Artil'y.| Toial

Note~—From the nboys tubla are ercluded 12 companies called ocut in

Ohio, and musterad in * Camp Washington," bat not in actual servios

Mississippi . - . i v 2,319 2319 of a fow other companies. If these were included, the total oumber
Vi ¥

«
\




356 LOSSES OF THE ARMY.

called out by government during the war would exceed ONE NUNDRED
THOUSAND.

The actial namber in service in Mexico exceeds eighty thousand. This
number was not culled out at one time, bul in successive periods. At the
time the wiir closed, the Adjutant-general reports, that there wers ac-
tually more thaa forty thousand men ia the field.

TABLE V.

TOTAL LOSS OF THE ARMY, BY REOULARS AND STATES, FROM MAY,
1846, 10 JANUARY, 1848,

A < [T B
Description of Force Dl‘:l:l'rlnd h'l'.l."' "“'"" of 1”““’ of [Desert-

Wisabity. battle Iwounds ’dwtum ed

General staffl..oeieneianses
Euogineers

Orduunce ...

1at Dragoons. ...

2d = | RyTe 1375
Mounted riflemen .. ...
st Artillery ......

3d “

4th — !

1st Infantry

2d “"

34

4th

Sth

6th

Tth

Bth

3d Dragoons ...
9th lufantry ...
10th « = ...
11th
12th
13th
14th

LOSSES OF THE ARMY.

Table V. continued.

P
| Disel'd] Killed ihied I'D od
Description of Force. | from in PO OF JR

of | Desert-
Misably.| batue ed.

Iwounds diseasy.
| {

. |
United States Marines.....| — | 7 1
Volunt. frooi Massachmettsl 33| — | — | 80
" New York 117 77
- New Jersoy... 3 11
- Peansylvania | 212 3 199
Md. & Dist. |
Colombia s 143
Vieginia.
N. Carclina
5. Carelina
Georgia
Alsbama
M s ppt .
Loutsisua .
Teunesseo. ..
Kentucky ....|
Ohwo . -
Michigan
l-:u;nun s
Ilinois
Wisconsin. ..
Towa
Missouri
Arkapeas .
Flonda .......
Texan
Mormoas......
Californians .. |
Remustered volunloers...... | ] 35

__':,

Total of volunteers VYsa3a ! so8| 9212160 |2,882 | 12,089
Total of new regiments, » 74 | 79 (1,005 | 445 | 1601
Totul of oid regmeuts.. ... 4584 345 | 1.22 | 1,568 | 4293
5,432 11,040 | 51615987 | 4,925 {15506

Aggregules |

Note~It will be observed this return of loss includes ouly that between
the 18t of June, 1846, and the Ist of January, 1848. Fifty theasand men
resnained in service, chiefly in Mexico, from the st of Janusry, 1548, till
the 1st of July, 1848, Iu the time, the hospitals were fall of the wck,
many of whom died. It is eatirely within bounds to say, that oue-fourth
as many were lost o that penod as had beea pn-v.ou.lly. This, added to
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858 LOSSES OF THE ARMY,

the above, would make twenty-two thonsgnd five hundred. Of thoss dis.
charged for disability, three-fourths died before they reached home. Many
of these died in hospitals. Of the deserters many died, and muny were
found in the Mexican service., The official muster-rolls, as retarned by
the Adjutent-general, show also another fact, viz.: that the difference be-
tween the number of volunteers mustered info service and those mustered
out, or on the rolls at the last return, was more than sixleen thousand.
But this number accoanted for above is only twelve thousand. Four thou-
sand others must have disappeared in some way. Aboot twelve hundred
are accounted for, as discharged by order; but three thousand have gons
without being heard of. The greatest number of them have unquestion-
ably died in uaknown ways.

The summary of these statements, then, may thus be mads :—

Killed in battle, or died of wounds prior to Jannary lst, 1848 .. ... 1,556

Died of diseass .......... cressenas  HIST
5432
4,925

Disappeared, unaceounted for...... SRS, R .

Died, discharged, deserted, &e., from January to

Of this number, supposed 1o be dead .........vnias B e cuneonnen

It is presumed that this is less than the real number ; but it is the only
result to which we can arrive by the official returme.

The prapertion of loss among the different arms of service—the old and
new regulars and volunteers—is an interesting object of inquiry. The
reader, by running his eys over the columns, will readily ascertsin amy
fact of this sort he may wish 1o know. The general result is, that much
the heaviest proportional loss full on the regulurs of the old regiments.
Ono'gteat reason of this is, thal they wers mare contimually and actively
employed, in the whole series of engagemeuts in Mexico, than any other
elass of troops,

KILLED, ETC. IN EACH ENGAGEMENT.

TABLE VL

THE NUMEBER OF KILLED AND MORTALLY WOL SDED IN EACH EN-

GAGEMENT DURING THE WAR, IN THE REGIMENTS OF REGULARS,

i . S 7
Killed. Died of wounds
Engagements. —_— | | Total

Officers| Men. [Oficers] Men

bt ce——
S— e e t

Affuir of Captain Thomton, oa )
the left bank of the Rio Grande \
—Apsil 25, 1846 - : ,1

— | B

Battle of Palo Alto—May 5, 1846 — £ 15

Battle of Resaca de Ia Palma, . | “
Texns—May 9, 1546,

Battle of Moatersy, Mexico-
September 21~ 23, 1846

Siege of Fort Brown, opposite

atamoras—irom May 4 to 9,

1546..

Affuir of San Pasqual, Califoruix {
— Decomber 6, 1846 .

Affair of General Kearay, ut Sax
Gubriol, Califomis—Jan
89, 1847 ! . oo

Affair of Col. Priva at Puchbis de )
Tuos, New Mexico—Febru-
ary 4, 1847 .

Affsir of Col. M*Intoesh—=June 8, §
1547 <
Battle of Boeoa Vsta—Febru- ¢ |

ary 3233, 1847 =

Siegn - of - Yera  Crua—March
928, 1547 . ¢

Battle of Cerre Gordo—Apnl 18
19, 1847 .

4
)
U
!

Battles of Contreras-and Chura-
busco—August 19-20, 1847..

Battle of Mpolino del Rey, Sep- 4
tembat 8, 1847

Battles of Chapulleped and city
of Mexico—Sept. 13-14, 1847




KILLED, ETC. IN EACH ENGAGEMENT.

Table VI continued.

Killed. Died of wounds,
Epgagements. | _| Total
Officers,] Men. Officers.] Men
Major Lally's command—Au- } |
Gusty ABT . e §

Biege of Puehla—Sept. and Oet., | ‘
1847. S Y

S.Bam»- of - Hoamantia—Qctober t!
19, 1847 : ey |

|
Galama, Mexico

| -
(—

1
Incidental ...... et dole bl 3

500 16 |

50 |

Note an the preceding Tables—The sbove tables are deduced and
compiled from more detailed and extended tables, prepared by the Adju-
tant-general. "They are lisble to one objection,—a defect which it s im-
possible wholly to correct,—viz.: that they are not complete to the end of
the war, aud do not eorrespond entirely to the actual condition of the sev-
eral regimonts on their return to the United States. There is one descrip-
tion'of Joss which will néver appear in the returna of the army, viz.: the
loss of men to and ffom their regiments, either befors they had joined, or
after they had been mustered out of service. This loss is a very large one
Subject, however, to this correction, the tables here given present a very
fair view of the loss of the several corps while actoally in Mexica.

It will be scen that Table VI. does not altogether correspond with the
gesults in Table V. The discrepancy is chiefly found under the head of
® Pied of wounds.” The reason is very obvioas. The, table of loss
each battle is taken by the Adjitant-general from the reports of thae
battlo ; but the aggregate resulls are taken from the muster-rolls subse-
quently. In the interval, many of thoss who were wounded died of thewr

wounds, so that the last return is much increased.

LIST OF OFFICERS KILLED.

TABLE VIL

LIST OF THE OFFICERS, KILLED OR DIED OF WOUXNDS, IN THE WAR
WITH MEXICO, WITH THEIE CORPS AND BANK.
Names g2l ! Remarks
Murdered by a
Troeman Cross,

goneral, \ | ty command.

‘ od by Faleon
At & Mexican™§
rancho.

Fort ‘ |Killed by =
|
|

\ Thoruton”,
G. T. Mason, ) i ‘:,.lh L <d llru;'a)w;ux‘ Lieot.
aliair o

) Browu, 7th Infantry Major. | bomb-shell 41
{ May 6th. \ Fort Brown
Palo Alto, ) ICommunder of
Samuel Ringgold, { 5th May, Ist Artillery the Flying
1546, \ | ! Artillery.
John Page, “ 4th Infastry. | Captain
J. E. Bluke, 9th May,i8464 Top. Eagin Liout. [Accid killed
Z. M. P.lnge } Resucado 2d Dragoouns - Iu M v
wr ¢ la Palma, § | © & . | oharye.
R. E. Cochrane, . 4th Infantry -
I'. 2 Chadbourae; 1 | p
” Yy Monterey, | Maryland . |
W. H. Watson, } 9199 Sow \ulux?lm-:v- ¢ | Lt Col.
Lewis N. Momis, | Monteroy 3d lofsotry. | Captain
P. N. Barbour, | " ' Major.
G. P. Field ! g s Captain.
D. 8 Irwin . Lieut. |
R. Haxlity, 1 e o |
C. Hoskins, th i “ |
H. M'Kavett, Sth Captain.
J. 8. Woods, " oy « Lieut
g e i vt o agin Coptain.|
» Ast Iniautry Aeut
R l,!!"l,fl']A " - : *
W. B. Alles, o Tean. Voluo,| Captain. |
S. M. Putoum, - Lisut, |
M. Hett - Obio Volun. « 4
\ San |
L &,
B. D. Moore, “ po o
T. C. Hammond, ‘ Lieut. | “
Pueblo de

J. H. K. Burgwin { Twos, 7 ¢ Captain. [New Mexico.

Jacob Brown,

A. R. Johuston, Ist Dragoons. | Captain [In California

Voa Valkenburg, o Mo. Volan Lisut. “
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LIST OF OFFICERS KILLED.

Table VII. confinued.

LIST OF OFFICERS KILLED.

Names,

G(‘O.’g!! Lincolny

J. J. Hardid,

J. ' W. Zabnskie,
B. R. Honghton,
— Woaodward,

2. A. B. Roundtree,

— Fletcher,
~~ Ferguson,
-~ Reobbins,

T. Kelley,

— Steel,

— Burtleson,
= Atherton,
— Price,

W. R. M‘Keo,
Honry Clay, jr.,
W. T. Willes,
Archibald Yell,
A. R. Portery
E. M. Vauaghn,

Frapeis “'f\’ul!_\‘.

R L. Moore,
— Campbell,
— Leonard;
™ B K»mlvr,
W. Walker,
Thos. C. Parr,
J. Taggart,

John R. Viaton,

William Alburtis,
G. M. Coworden,

F. B. Nelson,

C. C. Gill,
Thomas Ewell,
Wm. Yearwood,
Richard Murphy,
Thomas Davis,

Battle,

!
Buena Vista. |
Buena Vis- ‘

{ 18, 22d Feb.
€ 1847,

1
Vv

|
\
|
|

!
|
|
19,

2
|

)
{

| 1w

‘. “ 3

| [ Siege of )

] VeraCruz |
Mar, 22, l
1847,

3d Artillery.

Corps I Rank.
Staff. il'uplum. A. Adjutant.
’ general.

st Illinois (1 Colonél. |

Jolunteers. |
|

1 | Captain.

. {1st Lieut.

2d 1. Volun. | Captain.

- Lieut.
“

it

|

d Ky. Volun Colonel.
o | Lt. Col.
S Captain

Ark. Volun. | Colonel.
- Cur'.lll"-

|
1st Ky. Volun|Adjutant.
Miss. Rifles. | 2d Liout)

1st Lieuty
"exns Volun. 8

2d Lieut.

Captain.
|

2d Reg. |
I, Volun. \
“ 2d l,an|
d Ta. Volun. | Captain.
! iCity of Vera
Cruz, Mexi-
co.

| )
{do. March 11! 2d Infantry

Cerro Gordo 4tk Iikoois 7

18th Apnil,

1847. |

“

'

y 3y s | Lieut
olunteers. \

o 2d Tenn. Vol.

Riftes.

o Ist Tenn. Vol.

4th Til. Vol
Rifles.

Table VII continued.

Names 3 ’ Corps

Rank.

| { Churubus. }
E. A. Capron, l Aug. 20, 5| st Artillery.
|} 1847 |
M. J. Barke, “ “
8. Hoffinan, | “
Jas. W. Anderson, | ~ 2d Infantry

Thomas Easley, |

Catlrai
Chas G ”ruaou.g ontrerns |

19th Aug.
Seth B. Thornton, oy
J. P. Johastone, | “ | 1st Artillery.
F. D. Mills | City gnle i5th Infaatry.
John B.Goodman,| . | “
Aagust. Quarles, | Churubusco

W. H. Goodloe, “

J. F. Irons, | “ st Artillery.
Pierce M. Butler, | — S. C. Yolun
David Adams, .
W. R. Williams, pe
J. P. Dickinson, v
E. Chandler, N. Y. Volun
Martin Scott, Mol 5th Infantry
Moses E. Mernill pe
W. T. Burwell, i s
G. W. Ayres, ! 3d Artillery
J. . Farry, ' 4 o
W. Armstrong, 2d Artillery
M. L. Shackelford X5
J. 8. M‘lIntosh, . Staft
W. Roberts, | ! s
E. Kirby Smith, ¢ 5th Infantry.
R F. Ernst, ! “ 6th «
J. G. Burbank ‘ By
Charles F. Morris, . =
W M. Grabaw, " {Lith *
R H. L. Johaston, " o
\ Chapalte- '}

A. P. Rodgems, ! pee, I3th | 4t

Sept. |
J. P. Smith, “ 5th
S, Smith, 4th
Levi Gantt, | | 7th
5. 11 Dram, { 4th Astillery
C Ihn‘mm-n. “
T. Ransom 1 I 9th Infantry.
L Twggs, | Maurines.

Captain

“
Licut.

Captain.
Liout

Captain. |

-
Lieut.
Major.
Lieut

Captain
Lieut

{Died at Vera
| Cruz.

Colonel. ‘

Lieut.
“

Ix Col
Licut.
Lt. Col
Captain.
Licut.
Captain

| Lieut.

| “
| “"
Colonel
1Ams Surg.
Captain
Lieut

“
“

1 La. Col,

| Lisut.

Captain.
Laeut

Colonel.
" A‘)4if

l
1

i
|
|
|
I
!
!




LIST OF OFFICERS KILLED.

Table VII. continued.

i 1
Names. Battle. | Corps. Rank.

Remarks.

A. Van Olinda, I lepu\ln pec. | N. Y. Voluo. | Captain.
J. Willes, City L ate, | S. C. Volun. \ Lieut.
J. B. Morague, | | “ "

Charles Baxter, | Lhu[m‘x!r;-.m [ N. Y. Velan. | Lt. Col.
E. H. Pearson, » “ Captain.

S. H. Walker, October, Rifles.

') Hoamauotla,
‘ 1847,

Mounted ‘ b

i National (l
G. D. Twiggs, bridge, 12 Staft Lieat.
‘ Aog 1847 g

R. Ridgely,

G. Stevens, Fort Brown. | 2d Drugoons.| Lieut.

|
l
l
\

\
J. A. Richey, Villa Garra. | 5th Infantry.| Lieut

§{ Mountad
! Rifles. ‘

Alex. J. Swift, New Orleaus.

Stovens'T. Mason, | Cerro/'Gordo

from Ma-

Theo'e H. Porter,

tamoras,

e
\Ll
L§

4th Infantry.| Lieut.

miles)
st
l

)“3'0

l. del L-\ 24 \'1'~.'}.

shurnbuseo, - 6th lufaatry.

Pass Ga- )

Hender. Ridgely, laxra, 24 4thy Infantry
’ { Nov.1847 \

Erastos B. Stroig, | Mol. del Rey 5th Infantry. ‘

¢ PusoOve |

Chs. B. Danels,
Jno. D. Bacon,

Jas. H. Calwell, J jus, Aug. Voltigeurs, nl?..pmin,

{10, 1847. ) ,
La ”H_\ ., ' |
Edwin Guthrie, l ) Jane 20, ) |15th Infantry.
1847. )
' \ National |
J. W. Winder, ) bridge, 12,5 | Voltigeurs. || Lieat.
' Aug. 1847 \ |
Whit. B. Brooks, | Churubusco. [12th Infentry. “

M outerey... | 3d Astillery. Captain.

| (,upl;mx,

Killed by a
fall from his
horse.

{Drowned in
crossing the
river  from
Dinan.

Engineers. |€aptain, |Taken sick @

Veora Cruz.
Murdered.

|
Died of w'nds.

|Killed in ac-
tion.

Died of w'nds.

LIST OF OPFICERS KILLED.

125 officers killed ; of whom there were

Regulars - G i sseannessuesssp | T
Volunieers. .. . “ . - 48

The Raxx and Coxrs of the officers—thus killed in the Army of Mox-

wo—may be thus stated >—

Colonels Cewaves 7
Lieut. Colonels -.. [ s 8§ oso s B
Majors . . S Btafl office “nws 125

Staff
Engineers
It Artllery
t )

M

“h

ist Infaxtry
L ]

th Infantry Marines .
1nh o B Maryiand Volunieers..
e ¢ 2 | Teounesseo .

Ifth : Ulilo

I2th > . 0 | Missoun
4th . 3 | Hnots
15th . 5 | Kenlucky
16th e Arknsas
o It Dragoons M issisai ppt
@b - . i 3| Tesns
sh . 7 ! . ) | Ilndiana
®h ’ . § | N Carolioa
ih 2| New York
#h

TY T L L
P T L L L L

@

The tots! number of officers killed and wounded doring the war, was
about 450. Of this number, more than half were of the regular army,
and more than half wers gradustes of the U. 8. Military Academy ':,1

fest Point. To this institution, more than to any state, or any ar;n ol
the service, or any mers exertion of valor, is the country indebted for the
soccess and brilliant achievements of the war. The modern art of war s
& sciebce requiring the unjon of many arts to its parjectiol It i the mind
of ag nrmy, vot itx physical force only, which wins its viclories and makes
s conquests. This mind is developad in its officern. Thess must be ac-
complished men, equipped in the kmowledge of many things, and disci-
plined by much study This work of high education i performed at West
Point ; and vo school of military science the id, at the present pe-
riod, Is sqoal to it. ' We cannot close this brief history of the most brilliant
garcer of the army, without polaling to the Military Academy as the great
source of military instruelion, nod to the victories of the Moxican War =
mondments (o its glory and its excelleuce
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DESIGNED FOR SCHOOLS, ACADEMIES, ANXD COLLEGES,

BY CHARLES DAVIES, LLD.

PUBLISHED BY A. S. BARNES & C0.,
81 JOHN-STREET, NEW YORK.

ELEMENTARY COURSE.

UAVIES' PRIMARY TABLE BOOK .

DAVIES' FIRST LESSONS IN ARITHMETIO .
DAVIES' SOHOOL ARITTHMETIO weavcevss e s vens Now Edition,
EEY TO DAVIES' SOHOOL ARITHMETIO coscovsnmenssrscans
DAVIES' UNIVERSITY ARITHMETIO .. vooneoenvinenens Iime. shecsly
KEY TO DAVIES' UNIVERSITY ARITHMETIO oovvuriansinns
DAVIES' ELEMENTARY ALGEERA... , sheep,
EBY TO DAVIES' BLEMENTARY ALGEBRA

DAVIES' ELEMENTARY GEOMETRY ....oiveeee sheep,
DAYIES' DRAWING AND MENSURATION 2me. shecp,

ADVANCED COURSE.

DAVI"'% BOURD ON 8 AL_-EuuA Being an abrt -1.“nrrl of the work
£ M. Bourdon ...« oo tessnsnsvasaasss sant < Sve. shecp,
DA"'IE“ L‘ ; 9 t Y AND I"U(-ONO‘VH"TPY-—
et of U M. Lagendre . v « Bow. fheep,

DAVIES' ELEMENTS OF ’e’.YIl’-'}:YI.‘I @ =With a deseription and Plates
of e Theodollte, Compa l‘-‘p« Table, aml Level... ... . Boo. sherp,
DAVIES' ANALYTIOAL Smbracin r Equations of
the Polnil it jo Sections ; \he Equs

L -Bow, 2hrcp

TIAL AND NT{‘ FRAL CALOULUS -Embra-
o and Quadrature Curves, the \h., urastion of
od the Cathdture of Solw e Bont noad's Beo. sherp,

DA mr -v\wg YT’I" ’;!:')M}‘,TRT With it appiication to Spheri
cal Pre «Bew. sheep,
DAVIES' § 28, SHADO V‘s, AND LI‘-‘E'E‘ PERSPECTIVE—
Wik sumerous Plates. ..o Beo. calf back,
(a)




Davies’ System of Mathematics.

TO THE FRIENDS OF EDUCATION.

The publishers of this series of mathematical works by Professor
Criarses Davies, beg leaye respectiully to ask of teachers and the
friends of edugation a careful examination of these works. Itis
ot thair intertion so.commend, particularly, this Course of Math-
ematics to publie’ favory and especially, 1t is not their design to
disparage other works on the same subjects, They wish simply
to axplait the leading features of this system of Text-Books—the
place which each is intepded to fill in a system of education—the
gencr31 connection of the books with each othep—and some of the
advantages which result from the study of a uniform series of math-
ematical works.

It may, perhaps, not be out of place, first, to rémark, that the
author of Lhis series, after graduating at the Military Academy,
entered upon the duties of a pegmanent instructor in that institation
in‘the year 1816, apd was emplpyed for ihe Liggnty following. years

in the departments of scieatifie instruction. At the expiration. of
that perio” ne visited Europe, and had a full opportunity of eom-
paring the systems of ‘scientific instruction, both in France and

England, with that which had been previously adopied at the Mili-
tary Academy.

This series, combining all that is most valuable in the varions
methods. of European instruction, lmprmwl and ms *d by the
suggestions of more than thirty years' experiénce, now forms the
only complete consecutive course of Mathematics. Its methods,
harmeonizing as the works of one mind, carry the student onward
by the samie analogies and the same laws of association, and ara cal-
culafed to inipart a comprehensive knowledge of the science, com-
bining clearness in the several branches, and unity and proportion
in thewhole, Being the system so long in use at West Poiat, and
through which.so many men, enineat for their scientific sttaip-
meénts, have passed, it may be justly regarded as our NaFloNAL
System or Maraesmatics. Scholars’and students who have pur-
sued this course, will everywhere stand on the highest level with
reference to the estimates which themselves and others will form
of this part of their education.

The series is divided into three parts, ‘Wiz, : First_—AgitaneTs-
oaL Course For ScnooLs. Second—ACADEMICAL Course. Third
—Correciate Covese

@
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