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MOVEMENTS OF THE ARMY.

CHAPTER 1IV.

Campaign on the Rio Grande continned.—Movement of the Army.-
March to Monterey.— Battle- of Monterey.—Armistice.—March to Sal-
tillo—Wool’s Corps.—Tampico.—Occupation of Victoria.—Conclusion

of the Campaign.—General Tayior's Despatches.—Resulta.

From the period at which the American army occupied
Metamoras, after the battle of Resaca de la Palma, both
the general government at home, and the officers of the
army on the Rio Grande, were busied with preparations
for an advance into the interior of Mexico. The Rio
Grande was assumed as the military base-line of opera-
tions, although the real base was necessarily the Missis-
sippi. Quartermasters and Commissariat Departments
became at once very active :' wagons, horses, provisions,
and supplies of all sorts were to be found and purchased
chiefly in the valley of the Ohio; while military equip-
ments wereé to be furnished from the Atlantic arsenals.
More than three months were consumed in these prepa-
rations. In the mean time, the Mexican villages of
Reinosa, Comargo, Mier, and Revilla surrendered, and
were occupied. Comargo, a town about one hundred and
eighty miles above the mouth of the Rio Grande, was the
point selected as the depot of supplies. Here the various

' Tt is due to General Jessup—Quartermaster-general—to say, that the
official correspondence proves that he was most assiduons, industrious, and

successful in the performance of the very responsible duties of his office

TAYLOR'S FORCE. 57

divisions which were to compose the particular army of
General Taylor were gradually concentrated. The entire
army of General Taylor consisted of about nine thousand

men. A sroall portion was aszigne| to gartisons, while the
main body, numbering six thousand six hundred, were des-
tined for the march to Monterey.! On the 20th of August
General Worth began his march for Monterey, the capital
of New Leon; and on the 5th of September, the general-
in-chief left Comargo, leaving that town garrisoned by
about two thousand men. Worth reached Ceralvo—about

! The army was divided into three divisions, whoss component parts
were as follows,—as determined by General Taylor's order of September
3d, 1846, and variations subsequently made,

Ist Division— Brigadier-general Twiggs.

2d Dragoons, (Captain May,) 4 companies . 1 250 men.

Ridgeley's and Webster's Batteries . : . . 110

1st, 3d, and 4th Regiments of Infautry, and Bragg's Battery 1,320

Baltimore Buttalion 5 & 400

Total - . 2080
2d Division— Brigadier-general Worth.
Duncan’s and Taylor's Batteries . - 3 5 100 men.
Sth, Tth, and 8th Regiments of Infantry - « 1,500 ==
Blanchard's Louisiana Volunteers g ¥ : 80 =

Texas Rangers—2 companies ‘ ‘ . -~ . 100 =

Total . « 1,780
3d Division, (Volunteers,) Major-general Butler,
Ist Ohio Regiment, (Col Mitchell) . . - 540 men
Ist Kentucky, (Col. Ormsby) . . 2 - a . 40 «
Ist Tennessee, (Col. Camr pbell) . . - 540 =
M i ppi Regiment, (Col Davis) . . 4 690
Texas Regiment, (Col Hays) . . . . = 500

Total - h?,.’é 10

Total of the army (in all) 6,670 effoctives.
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seventy miles—on the 25th of August, and at that point
sent out reconnoitring parties, who discovered strong
bodies of the enemy in front. Being reinforced, he ad-
vanced to the village of Marin, where the entire army
was in a few days concentrated under the ccmmand of
General Taylor.

The city of Monterey is situated in the valley of the
San Juan; and in the rear, and around it, rise the moun-
tain-ridges of the Sierra Madre. In the rear of the city,
and under the ridges of hills, runs the river San Juan.
On the east, or on the left of the road approaching from
Marin, the river makes a turn, so as nearly to cover that
flank. The road toCardereita thence crosses the river.
On the opposite side—the right, as the army approached
—lay the road to Saltillo, up the valley of San Juan. In
front, the road from Ceralvo and Marin entered the town.
On the heights, in rear of the town and beyond the river,
works were erected which commanded the valley and the
approaches from the north. Above the Saltillo road was
a height upon which was the Bishop’s Palace, and near it
other heights, all fortified. In front of the city was the
Cathedral Fort, or citadel, which was regularly fortified,
and about two thousand yards in front and below the
Bishop’s Palace. The opposite side of the city, to the
left, as the Americans approached, were forts also erected,
and there were barricades in the streets of the city.

Both the natural and the artificial defences of Monterey
seem to have been very strong. Notwithstanding this,
neither the extant of the defences nor the garrison within
them seem to have been known to the American army
previous to its arrival in front of the city.

On the 25th of August, General Taylor writes to the
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War Department! that he had intelligence from Monterey,
by a confidential messenger, who said that there were
“at Monterey not more than 2000 or 2500 regular troops,
the remnant of those who fled from Metamoras, and a
considerable number of the militia of the country gathered
together, many of them forcibly. Some attempts had
been made to fortify the city by the erection of batteries
which command the approaches. He heard of no rein-
forcements in rear.” On the 17th of September, from the
camp near Morin, General Taylor writes to the War De-
partment—** It is even doubiful whether Ampudia will
attempt to hold Monterey. A few days will now deter-
mine, His regular force is small—say 3000—eked out
perhaps to 6000 by volunteers, many of them forced.”

These staiements show that the military information
of the army, as derived from scouts, spies, oul-parties,
and correspondents, was very scant. The army, however,
pressed forward, and on the 19th of September arrived at
Walnut Springs, three miles from Monterey, having met
with no more serious resistance than that of skirmishing
parties of Mexican cavalry.

Monterey was then under the command of General
Pedro Ampudia, and the garrison under his command

consisted of about seven thousand regular troops, and two
or three thousand irregulars. Notwithstanding this strong
garrison, superior in numbers to the American army,
General Taylor thought it possible to carry the place by
storm, with the bayonet and the artillery. On the even-
ing of the 19th a reconnaissance of the works in the direc-

' Document 119 of the 29th Congress, 2d Session, page 130.
* Document 119, page 139, 29th Congress, 2d Session
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tion of the Saltillo road was ordered, and this important
enterprise was ably executed by Major Mansfield of the
engineer corps. A Teconnaissance was also made on the
east sice of the towr.

In the afternoon of the 20th of September, General
Worth, with his division, was ordered to make a detour
to the right—turn the hill of the Bishop’s Palace—take a
position on the Saltillo road—and, if practicable, carry
the enemy’s works in that quarter. This movement was
executed during the evening, and the troops remained

upon their arms, just beyond the range of the enemy'’s

shot. During the night two 24-pounder howitzers and a
ten-inch mortar were placed in battery against the citadel.
In rear of this battery was (General Butler's Division.

On the morning of the 21st the main battle came on.
Twiggs’ and Butler's Divisions, supported by the Light
Artillery, were both ordered forward; May's Dragoons,
and Wood’s Texan Cavalry, were detached to the right, to
the support of General Worth. A column of six hundred
and fifty men, with Bragg's Artillery, was ordered to the
left, to attack the lower part of the town. The point of
attack was designated by Major Mansfield, who accompa-
nied the party in its advance. The front defence here
was a redoubt, into the rear of which, in spite of its fire,
the column rapidly moved, and commenced its assault on
the town. Here it was opposed by intrenched streets
and barricaded houses. On one of these the company
of Captain Backus succeeded in getting, and fired
upon the redoubt. Garland’s force, however, were with-

drawn. It was then that General Taylor ordered up the

4th Infantry, and the Volunteer regiments from Ohio,

Tennessee, and Mississippi, commanded by Colonels
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Mitchell, Campbell, and Davis. The two last regiments,
with three companies of the 4th regiment, advanced
against the redoubt. The last companies being in
front were received with a deadly fire, which killed or
disabled one-third of the men, and they were compelled
to retire. 'The brigade of General Quitman (Tennessee
and \lisr-]~:~|}.lg-\'1 I-Lm]'u-:}: on, and with the aid of (‘dil'd‘i[}
Backus’s company (on the roof of a house) captured the
fort, with its cannon and ammunition.

In the mean while the Ohio regiment, with General
Butler and Colonel Mitchell, entered the town to the right,
and advanced against the second battery, but the fire was
so severe that the regiment was withdrawn; General
Butler, who had advanced with it, being wounded. The
guns of the first bagtery were turmned upon the second,
and Colonel Garland was again ordered forward with an-
other column. They were compel to pass several
streets trenched and barricaded, and after another severe
contest retired in good order. Up to this time, it is ob-
vious, no important success had been obtained agamst the
lower town. The Mexican cavalry had also made several
charges, but always unsuccessfully. On. the same day
(the 21st) Worth’s Division had advanced to the night,
defeated the enemy, and carried several fortified heights.
AL night General Taylor ordered a large part of Twiggs’
and Butler’s Divisions back to Walnut Springs—a portion
remaining to guard the battery in the ravine, while Gar-
land’s command held the t‘li‘I-iFr'\i. redoubt on the l‘]i-..‘lll_\,"*

extreme rif

At dawn of the 22d, Worth and his Division, which

bivouacked the ¢ 0 TO: recommenced the
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vance. The height above the Bishop’s Palace was
stormed and taken: when the Palace and the guns of
both were turned upon the enemy below.

The guns of the Citadel continued, during this day, to
fire upon the American positions; but General Taylor
made no important movement in front. - The turning of
the enemy’s position by Worth, and the capture of the
Bishop’s Palace, gave a new face to affairs. This was
the key to Monterey, and General Ampudia concentrated
his troops in the heart of the city. General Taylor, on
the morning of the 23d, found nearly all the works in the
lower part of the city abandoned. He immediately or-
dered General Quitman to enter the place; but here a
new resistance was made. The houses were fortified,
and our troops actually dug through from house to house !
On the upper side of the city, Worth’s Division had also
gained a lodgment. The firing continued during the 23d
—the Americans having possession of the greater part of
the city, and the Mexicans confined, in their defence,
chiefly to the Citadel and Plaza. That evening (at 9
p. m.) General Ampudia sent in propositions to General
Taylor which, after some negotiation, resulted in the sur-
render and evacuation of Monterey. The main part of
the capitulation was, that the Mexican troops should re-
tire beyond a line formed by the Pass of Rinconada, the
city of Linares, and San Fernando de Prezas; and that
the forces of the United States would not advance beyond
that line before the expiration of eight weeks, or until the
orders or instructions of the respective governments should
be received.

As this armistice has been the subject of much com-
ment, we have thought best to insert it 1n full.

R TR £ 5
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The following are the articles of capitulation :

ArticLe [. As the legitimate result of the operations before
this place, and the present position of the contending armies,
it is agreed that the city, the fortifications, cannon, the muni.-
tions of war, and all other public property, with the under-
mentioned exceptions, be surrendered to the commanding gen-
eral of the United States forces now at Monterey.

Art. II. That the Mexican forces be allowed to retain the
frn!lu\'.ing arms, to wit : the commissioned officers their side-
arms, the infantry their arms and accoutrements, the cavalry
their arms and accoutrements, the artillery one field iumrn:,
not to exceed six pieces, with twenty-one rounds of ammuni-
tion.

Art. IIl. That the Mexican armed forces retire, within
seven days from this date, beyond the line formed by the pass
f the Rinconada, the eity of Linares, and San Fernando de
Presas.

Amrt. IV. That the citadel of Monterey be evacuated by
the Mexican, and occupied by the American forces, to-mor-
row morning at ten o’clock.

Art. V. To avoid collisions, and for mutual convenience,
that the tr OpS of the United States will not occupy the (‘ily
until the Mexican forces have withdrawn, except fn-r hospital
and storage purposes.

Art. VI. That the forces of the United States will not ad-
vance beyond the line specified in the 2d [3d] article before
the expiration of eight weeks, or until the orders or instruc-
tions of the respective governments can be received.

Art. VII. That the public property to be delivered shall
be turned over and received by officers appointed by the
commanding generals of the two armies. ; :

Art. VIII. That all doubts as to the meaning of any of
the preceding articles shall be solved

by an equitable con-

struction, and on principles of liberality to the retiring army.




i ARMISTICE DISAPPROVED.

Art. IX. That the Mexican flag, when struck at the cita
dél, may be saluted by its own battéry.
Done at Monterey, Sept. 24, 1846.
W. J. WorTH,
Brigadier-general U. S. A.
S. PixkNey HexpErsON,
Major-general commanding the Texan volunteers.
JerreRson Davis,
Col. Mississippi riflemen.
Manver M. Lraxo,
OURTEGA,
T. REQUENA,
Pepro AMPUDIA.

Approved :
Z. TAYLOR,
Major-general, U. S. A Commanding

The Mexicans marched out with their arms, and the
terms were unusually favorable to them. For this con-
cession there were strong reasons. A change of govern-
ment had just taken place in Mexico, believed to be
favorable to peace, and to have reduced the citadel of
Monterey would have cost the lives of many men. Be-
sides all this, the American army had but a short supply
of provisions, and were one hundred and eighty miles dis-
tant frgm their depot. The American loss in this baftle
was (killed and wounded) four hundred and eighty-eight,!
a large’portion of whom fell in the attacks of the 21st on

the lowéx town.

The War Department did not choose to continue the

armistice ;: but, on the 13th of October, directed General

! One hundred and twenty killed, and three hundred and sixty-eight

wounded.
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Taylor to give notice that the armistice should cease, and
that each party should*be at liberty to resume hostlitiés.
In communicating this notice to General Sanja Aona; then
in command of the Mexican army, General Taylor took
occasion to suggest the idea of an honorable peace. To
this-the Mexican chief replied,—* You should banish
every idea of peace while a single North American, in
arms, treads upon the territory of this republic.™

The following are General Taylor’s reasons for the
armistice, given in a letter to the Secretary of War:

“In reply to so much of the communication of the
Secretary of War, dated October 13th, as relates to the
reasons which induced the convention resulting in the
capitulation of Monterey, I have the honor to submit the
following remarks :

“The convention presents two distinct points. First,
the permission granted the Mexican armny to retire with
their arms, &c.  Secondly, the temporary cessation of
hostilities for the term of eight weeks. I shall remark on
these in order.

““ The force with which I.marched on Monterey was
limited by causes beyond my control to abont six thou-
sand men. With this force, as every military man must
admit, who has seen the ground, it was entirely impossible
to invest Monterey so ¢losely as to prevent the escape of
the garrison.  Although the main communication with the
mnterior was in our ;au.-'mi;\‘.-iun. }'1'1 one roule was open 10
the Mexicans throughout the operations, and could not be
closed, as were also other minor tracks and passes through

the mountains. Had we, therefore, insisted on more

! Santa Anna's letter to General Taylor, November, 18460
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rigorous terms than those granted, the result would have
beéen the escape of the body of the"Mexican force, with the
destruction of its artillery and magazines, odr only advantage
being the capture of a few prisoners of war, at the ex-
pense of valuable lives and much® damage to the city.
The consideration of humanity was present to my mind
during the conference which led to the convention, and
outweighed in my judgment the doubtful advantages to be
gained by a resumption of the attack upon the town.
This conclusion has been fully confirmed by an inspec-
tion of the enemy’s position and meaus since the surrender.
It was discovered that his principal magazine, conlaining
an immense amount of powder, was in the cathedral,
completely exposed to our shells from two directions.
The explosion of this mass of powder; which must have
ultimately: resulted from a continuance of the bombard-
ment, would have been infinitely disastrous, involving the
destruction not only of Mexican troops, but of non-com-
batants and even our own people, had we pressed the
ittack.

“ In regard to the temporary cessation of hostilities, the
fact that we are not at this moment, within eleven days
of the termination of the period fixed by the convention,
prepared to move forward in force, is a sufficient explana-
tion of the military reasons which dictated this suspension
f arms. Ii paralyzed the enemy during a period when,
from the want of necessary means, we could not possibly
move. I desire distinetly to state, and to call the attention
of the authorities to the fact, that, with all diligence in
breaking mules and selling up wagouns, the first wagons in
addition“to our original train from Corpus Christi, (and

but one hundred and twenty-five in 1 ¢r,) reached my
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headquarters on the same day with the secretary’s com-
munication of October 13th, viz. the 2d inst. At the
date of the surrender of Monterey, our force had not
more than ten days’ rations, and even now, with all
our endeavors, we have not more than twenty-five. Tae
TASK OF FIGHTING AND BEATING THE ENEMY IS AMONG
THE LEAST DIFFICULT THAT WE ENcOUNTER—the great
question of supplies necessarily controls all the operations
in'a country like this. At the date of the convention, I
could not of course have foreseen that the® Department
would direct an important detachment from my command
without consulting me, or withoat waiting the result of
the main operation under my orders.

T have touched the prominent military points involved
in the convention of Monterey. There were other con-
siderations which weighed with the commissioners in
framing and with myself in approving the articles of the
convention. In the conference with General Ampudia, I
was distinctly told by him that he had invited it to spare
the further effusion of blood, and because General Santa
Anna had declared himself favorable to peace. " I knew
that our government had made propositions to that’of
Mexico to negotiate, and I deemed that the change of
government in that coontry since my last instructions,
fully warranted me in entertaining considerations'of policy.
My grand motive in moving forward with very limited
supplies had been to increase the inducements of the
Mexican government to negotiate for peace. Whatever
may be the actual views or disposition of the Mexican
rulers or of General Santa Anna, it is not unknown to the
government that I had the very best reason for believing
the statement of General Ampudia to be true. Tt was my
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opinion at the time of the convention, and it has not been
changed, that the liberal treatment of the Mexican army
and the suspension of arms, would exert none but a favor-
able influence in our behalf.

“The result of the entire operation has been-to throw
the Mexican army ‘back more than three hundred miles to

the city of San Luis Potosi, and to open the country-1o us

as far as we choose to penetrate it up to, the same point.

¢ It has been my purpose in this communication, not so
much to defend the convention from the censure which 1
deeply regret to find implied in the secretary’s letter, as to
show that 1t was not adopted without cogent reasons,
most of which occur of themselves to the minds of all
who are acquainted with the condition of things here.
To that end I beg that it may be laid before the General-
in-chief and Secretary of War.”

We subjoin the official repert of General Taylor:

HeapauarTERS, ArRmy oF OccuraTion, }
Camp before Monterey, Sept. 22, 1846, ;

Str :—I haye the honor to report that the troops under my
command, including the mounted volunteers from Texas,
marched from: Marin on the 18th, and encamped: before Mon-
terey on' the 19th inst. It was immediately discovered that
the enemy occupied the town in force, and had added grefitly
to its strength by fortifying the approaches and commanding
heights. A close reconnoissance was made the same evening
by the officers of engineers and topographical engineers on
both flanks of the town, and it was determined, from the in-
formation procured, to occupy the Saltillo road in the rear of
the town, carrying, if practiéable, the several fortified emi-
nences in that direction. The 2d division of regular troops
and a portion of Col. Hays’ regiment of mounted volunteers
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was accordingly detached under Brig. General Worth on this
service, at noon on the 20th. A 10.inch mortar and two
24-pounder howitzers were placed in battery during the
night, to play upou the citadel and 2own. At 7 o’clocl these
guns opened and continued a deliberate fire, which was re-
turned. To create a still farther diversion in favor of Gen.
Worth's movement, the remainder of the force, except a camp
guard, was displayed around the centre and left of the town.
The infantry and one battery of the 1st division made a strong
demonstration on the feft, and soon became so closely engaged
that I moved forward the volunteer division under Major-
general Butler to its support, leaving one battalion (1st Ken.
tucky) to cover the mortar battery. A close contest then
ensuied, which resulted in the capture of one strong battery
of four guns, which with some adjacent defences our troops
now oceupy. A garrison was left to hold this position, and
the remainder of the force returned to camp.

In the mean time General Worth had engaged the enemy
early in the morning, and defeated him with considerable
loss. In the course of the dday two of the batteries in rear of
the town were carried by storming parties of the 2d division,
and a third was carried this morning at dawn of day.—The
Bishop’s Palace occupied the only remaining height in rear of
the town, and is completely commanded by the works already
carried.  Gen. Worth’s division. occupies the Saltillo road,
and cuts off* all_succor or support from the interior. [ must
reserve a more minute report of the important operations of
yesterday, until those of the different commanders are render-
ed, and also until a topographical sketch of ‘the country ear
be prepared.

[ regret to report that our successes have not been obtain-
ed without severe loss, to be attributed in a good measure to
the ardor of the troops in pressing forward. No returns of
killed and wounded have yet been received, nor is it known
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what corps of Gen. Worth’s division haye suffered most.. In
the other portion of the army, the 1st, 3d, and 4th regiments
of infantry, and regiment of Tennessee volunteers, have sus-
tained the greatest loss. The following is believed to be an
accurate list of the officers killed and wounded :

KirLep.—2d infantry—Brevet 1st Lieutenant J. S. Woods,
(serving with 1st infantry.) 3d infantry—Capt. L. N. Morris ;
Capt. G. P. Field; Breyet Major P. F. Barbouyr; 1st Lieut.
and Adjutant D. S. Irwin ; 2d Lieut. R. Hazlitt. 4th infantry
—1st Lieut. and Adjutant C. Hoskins. 8th infantry—Cap-
tain McKavett. Maryland and Washington battalion volun-
teers—Lieut. Col. W. H. Watson.

Vorunteer Division.—Ohio regiment—TIst Lieut. M. Hett.
Tennessee regiment—Captain W. B. Allen; S. M. Putnam.

Wounnep.—Corps of Engineers—Brevet Major J. K. T.
Mansfield, slightly. Corps of Topographical Engineers—
Capt. W. G. Williams, (in hands of the enemy.) 1st infan-
try—Brevet Major J. L. Abercrombie, slightly ; Capt. J. H.
Lamotte, severely ; 1st Lient. J. C. Terrett, (in hands of the
enemy ;) 2d Lieut. R. Dilworth, severely. 38d infantry—
Major W. W. Lear, severely ; Capt. H. Bainbridge, slightly.
5th infantry—1st Lieut. R. H. Graham, severely. 5th
infantry—1st Lieut. N. B. Rossell, slightly. 7th infantry—
94 Lieut. J. H. Potter, severely. 8th infantry—2d Lieut.
George Wainwright, severely.

Vorunteer Division.—General Staff—Major-general *W.
O. Butler, slightly. Ohio regiment—Colonel A. M. Mitchell,
slightly ; Captain James George, slightly ; 1st Lieut. and
Adjutant A. W. Armstrong, very severely ; 1st Lieut. N
Niles, severely ; lst Lieut. L. Motter, slightly. Mississippi
regiment—Lieut. Col. A. M. McClung, severely ; Captain
R. N. Downing, slightly ; 1st Lieut. H. F. Cook, slightly ;
94 Lieutenant R. K. Arthur, do.
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Divisios oF Texas Mouxtep VoLuNTEERS.—I1st regiment
—Capt. R. A. Gillespie, mortally.

I need hardly add, that the conduct of our troops, both
regulars and volunteers, throughout the operations, has been
every thing that could be desired. The part w hich each
corps contributed to the successes of the day will appear more
fully in future reports. To Major.generals Butler and Hen-
derson, and Brigadier-generals Twiges and Worth, command-
ing divisions, | must express my obligations for the efficient
support which they have rendered—particularly so to Brig-
adier.general Worth, whose services, from his detached posi-
tion, have been most conspicuous.

I am, sir, very respectiully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,

Major-general, U. S. A. Commanding.

HeavavarTERs, Anuy or OccupaTion,
Camp before Monterey, Sept. 23, 1846.§

Sir :—1 have the gratification to report that the Bishop’s
Palace was gullantly carried yesterday by the troopsof the 2d
division. In the course of the night the batteries below the town
were, with one exception, abandoned by the enemy, and this

morning were (.c(:l:[uil-(i by our troops. To-day the 3d infan-

try with the field artillery of the 1st division, the .\lissi&'sippl

and Tennessee regiments, and the 2d regiment of Texas rifle-
men, {dismounnted), have been warmly engaged with the
enemy in the town, and have driven him with considerable
loss to the plaza and its vicinity, which is yet strongly occu-
pied. A portion of the 2d division has also advanced into the
town on the right, and holds a position there. The enemy
still maintains himself in the plaza and citadel, and seems
determined to make a stubborn resistance.

i am paﬁi::nlur]_\‘ ar:niﬁ(-d to r('[mrt that our successes of
yesterday and to.day, though disastrous to the enemy, have
been achieved without material loss.
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I cannot speak in too high terms of -the gallantry and per-
severance of our troops throughout the arduous operations of
the last three days.

[ am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR,
Major-general, U. 8, A. Commanding.
HeapauarTERs, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, !
Camp before Monterey, Sept. 25, 1846. §

Str :—At noon on the 23d inst., while our troops were
closely engaged in the lower part of the city, as reported in
my last despatch, I received by a flag a communication from
the governor of the staté of New Leon, which is herewith
enclosed, (No 1.) To this communication, I deemed it my
duty to return an answer declining to allow the inhabitants to
leave the -city. By eleven o’clock, p. m. the 2d division,
which had entered the town from the direction of the Bishop’s
Palace, had advanced within one square of the principal
plaza, and oc¢cupied the. city up to that point. The mortar
had, in the mean time, been placed in battery in the cemetery,
within good range of the heart of the town, and was'served
throughout the night with good effect.

Early in the morning of the 24th I received a flag from
the town, bearing a communication from Gen. Ampudia,
which I enclose, (No. 2;) and to which I returned the answer,
(No. 3.) I also arranged with the bearer of the flag a cessa-
tion of fire until 12 o’clock, which hour I appointed to reeeive
the final answer of Gen. Ampudia at Gen. Worth’s head.
quarters. Before the appointed time, however, Gen. Ampudia
had signified to Gen. Worth his desire for a personal inter-
view with me, for the purpose of making some definite
arrangement. An interview was accordingly appointed for
ane o’clock, and reésulted in the naming of a commission to
draw up articles of agreement regulafing the withdrawal of

the Mexican forces and-a temporary cessation of hostilities
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The scommissioners named by the Mexican general-in.chief
were Generals Ortega and Requena, and Don Manuel M.
Llano, Governor of New Leon. Those named on the Ameri.
can side were Gen. Worth, Gen. Henderson, governor of
Texas, and Colonel Davis, of the Mississippi volunteers. The
commission finally settled upon the articles, of which I enclose
a copy, (No 4,) the duplicates of which: (in Spanish and
l':n';lihh) have been |]1l‘.}' .-&j;i‘ll(-d. :\"_'I"t'('u'nlj.‘ to the jN‘O\'iS-
ions of the 4th article, our troops have this morning occupied
the citadel.

It will be seen that the terms granted the Mexican garrison
are less rigorous than those first imposed. The. gallant de.
fence of the town, and the fact of a.recent change of govern-
ment in Mexico, believed to be favorable to the interests of
peace, induced me to concur with the commission in these
terms, which will, I trust, receive the approval of the govern-
ment. The latter consideration also prompted the convention
for a temporary cessation of hostilities. Though scarcely
wartanted by my instructions, yet the change of affairs since
those instructions were issued seemed to warrant this course.
I beg to be advised, as early as practicable, whether I have
met the views of the government in these |J:trlimalurﬂ.

I regret to report that Capt. Williams, Topographical
Engineers, and Lieut. Terrett, 1st infantry, have died of the
wounds received in the engagement of the 21st.—Capt. Gat-
lin, 7th infantry, was wounded (not badly) on the 23d.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

Z TAYLOR,
Major-general, U. 8. A. Commanding.

In the mean time, the army had been transporting its

NlIE\‘:lht‘.a‘. “]1(‘1’:511__‘1 1ts “U!‘HHl?ll]i(‘?ili(lll.‘%, '{I.I]fi t‘I'ljll_\'H]L{ Ihe

fine fruits and climate of Monterey. November had ar-
"

rived, and yet General Taylor had not received a single
G
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wagon in addition to those with which he had left Corpus
Christi.!  On the 2d of November a number arrived, and
on the 8th a general order announced that Saltillo, the
capital of the State of Coahuila, would be occupied by the
United States troops. On the 12th, the division under
General Worth took up the line of march for that point,
and in a few days Saltillo was garrisoned by Worth’s
corps. In the mean time, a column under General Wool,
which had been originally intended to occupy Chihuahua,
changed its direction, by order of General Taylor, and
advanced to the town of Parras; thence it soon after pro-
ceeded to join General Worth at Saltillo. At this time,
the government having determined to eccupy Victoria,
the- capital of the Province of Tamaulipas, a division of
volunteers under General Patterson was moved. from the

lower Rio Grande in that direction ;

; and the brigade of

General Quitman, with a field battery from General
Taylor’s atny, marched on the same place, and occupied
it (Victoria) on the 29th of December withoul much op-
position,  Tampico was captured: by Commodore Perry,
and garrisoned by the land forces.

The campaign of the Rio Grande was now brought
substantially to a close. It commenced in- March, 1846,
by the march of General Taylor from Corpus Christi
over the disputed territory, (between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande ;) and terminated in December with' the
military occupation of the Provinces of New Mexico,
New Leon, Coahuila, and Tamaulipas, in the Mexican
republic. In this march of our armies, and in the
battles they fought, the officers and soldiers of the United

! General Taylor’s leiter of November Sth, 1846.
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States had signalized themselves for courage, energy, and
good conduct. They shrank from no duty or danger.
They failed in no enterprise or conflict. They endured,
without complaint, the perils of a climate in which one-
fifth of their number sank to the grave; and they bore
with equal firmness the fatigues of marches without the
proper means of transportation. This martial energy—
this firm endurance—this unconquerable courage—this
enterprise in war—and this sagacity in the perception and
use of means, thus exhibited on an extensive scale and in
a forvigu country, developed new features in the American
character—the vast capacity of the country for war, and
the restless thirst of adventure which impelled so many
to volunteer in an-invasive war. This development of
national energy was the only appareni advantage, which
was, so far, gained by this invasion. The plan of -the
campaign, as determined by the War Department, though
executed with great military skill by General Taylor, was
necessarily inconsequential ; for it merely caused the con-
quest of barren territories, at the distance of seven hundred
miles from the enemy’s capital, and the movement of

troops from a base-line nearly as far from our country,

It léd to no results, nor to any valonable purpose; except

that of maintaining garfisons in a barren and useless
country.




