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152 GEN. SCOTT'S DESPATCHES CONTINUED.

in my specific arrangement made with the Mexican com-
mander, I did net hesitate, with proper courtesy, to desire
that Captain Aulick might be duly introduced and allowed to
participate in the disocussions and acts of the .commissioners
who had been reciprocally aceredited. Hence the preamble
to his signature. The original American commissioners
were, Brevet Brigadier-general Worth, Brigadier-general
Pillow, and Colonel Totten. Four more able or judicious
officers could not have been desired.

I have to add but little more. The remaining details of the
siege—the able co-operation of the United States squadron,
successively under the command of Commodores Connor
and. Perry—the admirable conduct of the whole army,
regulars and volunteers—I should be happy to dwell upon as
they deserve; but the steamer Princeton, with Commedore
Connor on board, is under way, and 1 have commenced
organizing an advance into the interior. This may be delay-
ed a few days, waiting the-arrival of additional means of
transportation. In the mean time, a joint operation, by land
and water, will be made upon Alvarado. - No lateral expe-
dition, however, shall interfere with the grand movement to-
wards ihe capital.

In eonsideration of the great serviges of Col. Totten, in the
siege that has just terminated most successfully, and the im-
portance of his presence at Washington, as the head of the
engineer bureau, I intrust this despatch to his personal care,
and beg to commend him to the very favorable consideration
of the department.

I have the honor to remain, sir, with high respect, vour
most .obedient servant,

WINFIELD SCOTT.

Hon. Wn. L. Magcr, Secretary of Wur

The following were the terms of capitulation finally agreed

I.IP)I] p—
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Generals ' W.- J. Worth and G. J. Pillow, and Col. J. G,
Totten, chief engineer, on the part of Major-general Scott,
generalfin-chief of the armies of the United States ; and Col.
Jose Gutierrez de Villanueva, Lieut. Colonel of the engineers,
Manuel Robles, and Col. Pedra de Herrera, commissioners
app()inl(f(i b'\.‘ General of IJri{i_'udt’ Don Jose Juan Landero,
commanding - in chief, Vera Cruz, the castle of San Juan
d’Ulloa and their dependencies—I{or the surrender to the arms
of the United Siates of the said forts, with their armaments,
munitions of war, garrisons, and arms.

1. The whole garrison, or garrisons, to be surrendered to
the arms of the United States, as prisoners of war, the 29th
inst:, at 10 o'cloek, a. m.; the garrisons to be pprmiucd 1o
march out with all the honors of war, and to lay down their
arms 1o such officers as may be appointed by the general-in-
chief of the United States, and at a point to be agreed on by
the commissioners.

2. Mexican officers shall .preserve their arms and private
effects, including horse and horse furniture, and to be allowed,
regular and irregular officers and also to rank and file, five
days to retire to their respective homes, on parole, as herein-
after prescribed.

8. Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in article
one, the Mexican ﬂ.’l{__f-" of the various forts and stations shall
be struck, saluted by their own batteries ; and, immediately
thereafier, forts Santiago and Conception and the castle of
San Juan d’Ulloa, oceupied by the forces of the United States.

4. The rank and file of the regular portion of the prisoners
to be disposed of, after surrender and parole, as their general-
in-chief may desire, and the irregular to be permitted to re-
turn to their homes. The officers, in respect to all arms and
descriptions of force, giving the usual parole, that the said
rank and file, as well as themselves, shall not scrve again

until liu]_\_' € \e;h:lll,f_'ml,
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184 ARMY ADVANCES INTO THEMUNTERIOR.

5. All the materiel of war, and all public property of every
description found in the city, the castle of San Juan d’Ulloa,
and their dependencies, to belong to the United States; but
the armament of the same (not injured or destroyed in the
further prosecution of the actual war) may be considered as
liable to be restored to Mexico by a definitive treaty of peace.

6. The sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to re-
main in the city, with such medical officers of the army as
may be necessary to their care and treatment.

7. Absolute protection is solemnly guarantied to persons
in the city, and property, and it is clearly understood that no
private building or property is to be taken or used by the
forces of the United States, withoul previous arrangement
with the owners, and for a fair equivalent.

8.  Absolute freedom of religious worship and ceremonies
is solemnly guarantied.

We must now resume the march of Scott’s army to the
capital of Mexico. Worth is appointed (for the time)
governor of Vera Cruz. The army is organized for an
advance on the Jalapa road—but wagons are wanting.
Eight thousand men are to be thrown forward into the
heart of Mexico. Quantities of ammunition, provisions,
cannon, arms, are to be carried. Yet the wagons,
horses, and mules which are 1o do this service, are not yet
arrived. A little while since, and they were two thousand
miles off, in the heart of the United States. But they will
come. They are descending. the Ohio and the Missis-
sippi. They will be here. One by one, dozen by dozen,
they arrive. . On the 8th of April, ten davs afier the sur-
render of Vera Cruz,the veteran Twiggs, with his heroic
division, takes the Jalapa road. - Other divisions rapidly
follow. In three days they reach the foot of the moun-

REACHES CERRO GORDO. 185

tains, from whose heights may be seen the splendid vision
of Orizaba, and its snow-crowned tops, along whose ridges
the road continues to the ancient capital of the Montezu-
mas ; and from whose almost impregnable summits looks
down Santa Anna with fifteen thousand men. The Mex-
ican chicf, defeated at Buena Vista, had rapidly traversed
the interior provinces with the greater part of his army,
and now sought to defend the heights of Cerro Gordo,
formidable by natare, with batteries and intrenchients.
Here Twiggs makes a reconnoissance on the 12th, and
determines to attack the enemy next morning. In the
meanwhile Patterson arrives with volunteers, and delays
the attack till the arrival of the general-in-chief. Scou
makes a new reconnoissance, and perceives that an attack
in front would be in vain, for the balleries there are com-
manded by the still higher ones on the summits of Cerro
Gordo. He orders a road to be cut to the right of the
American army, but to the left of Cerro Gordo, which
winds round the base of the mountains and ascends them
in the rear of the Mexican forts, there rejoining the Jalapa
road, and beliind the whole Mexican position. The labor,
the skill, the courage of American soldiers accomplish it.
For three days the Mexicans do not discoverit. It is
nearly done on the 17th, when they fire with grape and
musketry on the working parties. Twiggs again advan-
ces 1o the storm. He carries the hill below Cerro Gordo,
but above the new road. All is safe now, and all is ready
for the coming battle.  On the 17th of April Scott issues
his celebrated order, dated Plan del Rio. It details, with
prophetic accuracy, the movements of the following day—
the positions, the attack, the battle, the victory, and the

bot pursuit, till the spires of Jalapa should appear in
Q2
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156 GENERAL SCOTT S ORDER.

sight.. It is an order most remarkable in history. Here
it is :—

GeNERAL OrpErs, No. 111.
HeipquinTERS OF THE Anuv.%
Flan del Rio, Apnil 17, 1847.

The enemy’s whole line of intrenchments and batteries
will be attacked in front, and at the same time turned, early
in the day to-morrow—probably before ten o’clock, a. M.

The second. (Twiggs') division of regulars is already ad-
vanced within easy turning distance towards thé enemy’s
left. That division has ipstructions to move farward bofore
daylight to-morrow, and take up'a position across the national
road in the enemy’s rear, so as to cut off a retreat towards
Xalapa. It may be reinforced to-day, if unexpectedly at-
tacked in foree, by regiments—oné or two taken from Shields’
brigade of volunteers. If not, the two volunteer regiments
will march for that purpose at daylight to-morrow morning,
under Brigadier-general Shields, who will report to Brigadier-
general Twiggs, on getting up with him, or the general-in-
chief, if he be in advance.

The remaining regiment of that volunteer brigade will re-
ceive instructions in the course of this day.

The first division of regulars (Worth’s) will follow the
movement against the enemy’s left at sunrise to-morrow
morning.

As already arranged, Brigadier-general Pillow’s brigade
will march at six o’clock to-morrow morning along the route
he has carefully reconnoitred, and stand ready as soon as he
hears the report of arms on our right, or sooner if circum-
stances should favor him, to pierce the enemy’s line of bat-
teries at such point—the nearer the river the better—as he
may select. Once in the rear of that line; he will turn to
the right or left, or both, and attack the batteries in reverse ;

ITS FULFILMENT. 187

or, if abandoned, he will pursue the enemy with vigor until
further orders.

Wall’s field battery and the cavalry will be held in reserve
on the national road, a little out of view and range of the
enemy’s batteries. They will take up.that position at nine
o’clock in the morning.

The enemy’s batteries being carried or abandoned, all our
divisions and corps will pursue with vigor.

This pursuit may be continued many miles, until stopped
by darkness or fortified positions towards Xalapa. Conse-
quently, the body of the army will not return to this encamp-
ment, but be followed to-morrow afternoon, or early the next
morning, by the baggage trains of the several corps. For
this purpose, the feebler officers and men of each corps will
be left to guard its camp and effects, and to load up the lats
ter in the wagons of the eorps. A commander of the pres-
ent encampment will be designated in the course of this day.

As soon as it shall be known that the enemy’s works have
been carried, or that the general pursuit has been eom-
menced, one wagon for each regiment and one for the cavalry
will follow the movement, to receive, under the directions of
medical officers, the wounded and disabled, who will be
brought back to this place for treatment in general hospital.

The Surgeon-general will organize this imporiant service
and designate that hospital, as well as the medical officers to
be left at it.

Every man who marches out to attack or pursue the ene-
my, will take the usual allowance of ammunition, and sub-
sistence for at least 1wo days.

By command of Maj. Gen. Scott,
H. L. SCOTT, A. A. A. General.

The order thus given was realized to the letter, with
the exception that General Pillow’s brigade was repulsed
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in the attack on the batteries in front. They were, how-
ever, laken, and their garrisons made prisoners, by the
advanced corps of the army, at the close of the battle.
In each particular—of march, batile, victory, and pursuit
—ithe order of Scout was prophetically correct. It proves
the confidence of the commander in the indomitable en-
ergy of his troops. On the night of that day, (the 17th,)
the enemy’s position appears almost impregnable. On
their right rolls a deep river. Along its side rises a chain
of mountains one thousand feet in height. On these,
heavy batteries frown down on all below. Over all rises
the summit and tower of Cerro Gordo. Winding among
the gorges of these mountains, and at last turning beiween
the highest battery and the -river below, is the National
road, by which only the American army must pass. The
Anglo-American soldier lovks out from his camp at Plan
del Rio, and sees this deep river on the side, this rampart
of mountains in front, the high batteries beyond, and
knows that the Mexican chief, with fifieen thousand men,
is encamped on these mountains thus strongly defended.
How shall e be auacked? The general order points out
each step in the way.

On the night of the 17th, a thousand men of Twiggs’
division are detailed on their route to plant an American
battery on the captured hill below Cerro Gordo. A heavy
gt twenty-four-pounder was brought up, and two twenty-
|, Battery, (American.) four-pound howitzers. These were dragged by main
e ;::;:"::;(:T"“ force up the hill, hundreds of feet high, in a might of total

|, 8, &c. Mexican batteries
b, b. Plllow"s brigade.

|N. R. Nutional rosd. are told to take the cannon straight up. They are already
d. Gen. Shields® brignde. A O R ~ha , « |
et vy 84 1o, fatigued, exhausted, and parched with thirst: but they

| P. 8 in. howitzer, (Amer.) stop not for these. They are divided into 1wo parties, of
|} - —
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darkness. A fire is built below, and the officers and men
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190 BATTLE CONTINUED.

five hundred men each, for relief. = They drag the pieces
up with the hands. = Here they stop; block up, and chain
the wheels, till they are relieved by the other division.
Again they go on, and again they relieve. Thus they go
on from seven in the evening ull three in the morning.
The ground is covered with exhausted soldiers, some 1o
sleep and some to rest. But the cannon are carried up.
The morning finds them on the hill, and as the rosy light
blushes in the heavens, the soft music of the Mexican
reveillee is heard summoning their men to the muster.
The batteries and encampments are revealed. The fine
body of Mexican lancers, in splendid uniforms, and with
an unfurled standard, are moving along. Here battalions
of artillery, and there a dense column of infantry, arrest
the attention. Below and above are batteries darkly
threatening to open their fire. This captured position
thus commands all the defences but Cerro Gordo. But
that is above. That can fire down upon every posttion
which could be taken. It is plain, then, that the fort of
Cerro Gordo is the key position of all the rest. 'This
the discriminating eye of military science had clearly
seen. oScolt sees 1t, and has ilJ'l‘p.li'l‘tl for it. Hence the
new road was made, winding, as you sé¢e, around the
base of the mountain to our right, but to the left of Cerro
Gordo, so that this citadel of the Mexican camp may be
stormed from the flank, and the retreat of the troops by
the National road cut ofi.  Hence, Pillow’s brigade is to
attack their batteries on the front hill rampart, and either
take them, or divert their attention from our flank move-

ment. Hence, the night work of our men, so that our

new hill-fort may command these batteries of the enemy,

and at the right moment compel their surrender, All is
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1s ready. The night-watch is pasi.

* division, which has rested on its arms, is rousing

the first light. The gallant artillerymen and eun-

giueers on the hill cut away the light brush in front of
their guns, and now the heavy cannon begin their fire on
the hill batteries. Their thunder tones are echoed from
the mountain sides, and returned from the pieces of the
encmy. The division of Twiggs is marching. The vol-
unteers of Shields are hurrying on to seize the Jalapa
road in rear of Santa Anna. Cerro Gordo now opens Iis
plunging fire on Twiggs, and the issue has come. Cerro
Gordo must be stormed. The storm is led by the gallant

1

r the eye of Scott. Here march

Harney. They fight und

the rifles, the 1st artillery, the 7th infantry ; and nearthem,

and with them sLOTININng the heights, are the 2d and the
3d infantry, and the 4th artillery. These are the regulars
ol 'i'\\;_;_'—. .‘mt.] l'.1‘!'l‘ 1:'1\ Y marci ll‘tl the rox ;\\' ascent, so

steep that they must climb as they go, and with no cover-
ing but the very >1(';'i-.;l‘r.~ of the hill. 'l‘ill.‘)' receive a
plunging fire in front and a rolling fire on the flanks—but,
on they go. On—on, Harney leads his men. The front
rank melts away before the shot; but they stop not till
the hill is gained, and then a long and lond shout echoes
from the mountain sides—Cerro Gordo is gained! Vas
quez, the Mexican general, is killed in the fortress, Now
the flags of the 1st artil ery and 7th infantry are planted
on the batteries, and now Sergeant Henry hauls down the
n-‘l[IHrM] sl.l:iti.uwi 0i “i‘\‘.r . ! : ."-'_i\‘-_\l'l']l’j'in'(lll 1gain
unfurls the flag of his cou ', and again renews the vic-
tories of Cortez. But where are the volunteers? Yet
l'nrt‘rn*: to the l'l'_'f]'lt, and h: ning to the .]‘J.‘!':; 1 r“irf,

They storm a fort in front—the heroic Shields is shot
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through the lungs—but the fort is tuken—ithe road is
gained—and the flying army of Santa Anna is pursued in
all directions.

On’ the river batteries in front, Pillow’s attack is not
successful. The batteries enfilade our men, and after
bravely fighting, they are drawn back ; but their effort is
not lost. The corps of General La Vega is kept em-
ployed till Cerro Gordo has fallen. Then he surrenders,
with three thousand men prisoners of war. Santa Anna,
with Almonte, Canalizo, and eight thousand have escaped,
leaving carriages and baggage behind, and are now on the
road to Julapa. The sun is at noon, and the battle is end-
ed; but the pursuit continues. The reserve division of
Worth comes up, passes Twiggs, and hurries rapidly on
after the confused and flying Mexicans ; nor does he stop
till Jalapa appears in sight !

On the 19th of April, from Plan del Rio, Scott an-
nounces to the War Department, that he is embarrassed
with tlie results of victory! "Three thousand prisoners,
forty-three pieces of bronze artillery manufactured at Se-
ville, five thousand stand of arms, five generals, with the
munitions and materials of an army, captured in a single
battle, are the fruits of victory, and demand the earnest
care of the conquering general! The men must be pa-
roled ; ‘the small-arms must be destroyed ; we have not
men to take care of them.

Such was Tue BarrLE oF Cerro Gorpo. In the skill
with wlich it was pi;umccl, in the formidable defences to
be surmounted, in the heroism of the atlack, and in the

magnitude of results, with which of American battles will

it not compare ? There were almost impassable obsta-
cles, surmounted by skill ; there were almost impregnable
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batteries, stormed by valor; there were thousands of pris-
oners caplured, and an army destroyed ; there was a road
to the capital laid open, and towns and cities taken in the
long vista of a victorious march! The Mexican empire
lies under the feet of the conqueror, and again is the Aziec
compelled 1o witness the triumphs of power, and utter by
the ruins of the Past, the mournings of the Present !

Look around you upon the baule-field, now that the
dark chariot of war has driven by ! Hear the description
of one wlo has been 1o look upon the dead.

“ A dragoon we encountered on the way kindly offered
to be our guide, and from bim we learned the positions of
the different armies, their divisions and subdivisions. As
winding around the hills by the National road, the ene-
my’s intrenchments, their barricaded heights, strong forts,
and well-defended passes came in view, we halted, and
gazed for several moments in inute amazement. No one,
from reading the newspaper accounts or the reporis of the
generals, can forin a proper idea of the advaniages pos-
sessed by the enemy in his chosen position. 'l'lm.baulu,
I knew it had been fought and won by our troops ; yet it
secmed, in its bare, sull reality, a dream. | could not
shake off tus feeling as I rode along the enemy’s lines of
intrenchments, entered his disinantled forts and maga-
zines, and looked from his chosen heights upon the paths
up which our troops rushed into the jaws of death. * * *

* Passing down the ravine where the National Guard
had three 1imes autempted to dislodge the mounted rifle-
men, who, supperted by the howilzer bautery, literally
rained death among their ranks, T was obliged to turn
hack and retrace my steps. The gorge was chioked up

with the mangled bodies of the flower of the Mexican ar
R 13
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194 BATTLE CONTINUED.

my. The wolf-dog and the buzzard howled and screamed
as I rode by, and.the stench was too sickening to be en
dured. Returning to the National road, we passed a large
numbergof cannon taken by our troops, and saw piles of
muskets charred with fire in heaps, where they had been
heaped and burned. * * * * *

“ All along the road were the' bodies of Mexican lan-
cers and their horses, cut.down by Colonel Harney’s
dragoons, when these fire-eaters chased Santa Anna and
his retreating troops into' and beyond Jalapa: Almost
every man’s skull was literally split open with the sabres
of our horsemen, and they lay stretched upon the ground
in ghastly groups.”

From this sad scenery of war, as exhibited in the relics
of a battle-field, we must hasten on-with the gallant gen-
eral, who renewed with yet deeper verdure the laurels of
Niagara on the summits of Cerro Gordo. Scott was no
distant spectator of the combat. He had called others to
ihe field, and he shared its dangers himself. Having pre-

pared all things for the storm of the tower, (called by the

Mexicans the Telegraph,) he took post at the point Col.
Harney charged, and under the heavy.fire of the enemy’s
artillery. There he witnessed the  gallant charge, and
there he encouraged the troops. It was then that he thus
addressed Colonel Harney, (between whom and himself
there had been some coolness :)  Colonel Harney, I can-
not now adequately express my admiration of your gallant
achievement, but at the proper time I shall take great
pleusnrc in thanking you in proper terms.” Harncy, with
the modesty of true valor, claimed the praise as due to his
officers and men.

At this time Captain Patten, an excellent officer of the
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=

3d infantry, was wounded, losing a part of his left hand.
It was in the midst of the thunder-crash of battle, when
the dying fell thickest, and when the crisis was at hand.
It was a plunging fire; and after thus wounding Captain
Patten, the ball struck a rock which it broke into frag-

e

ments, one of which cut down and wounded the second
sergeant of Captain Patten’s company.
While Captain Patten was yet in the field, holding with

his right hand the arm of the shatiered left, General Scott
rode slowly by, “ under a canopy,” to use Captain Patten’s
expression, * of cannon-balls.” Seeing a wounded man,
and supposing him to be a soldier, he exclaimed, slacking
his pace, * There is a brave soldier badly wounded, I
fear;” and then, being told by an officer that it was Cap-

tain Patten, the general halted, and called to Captain Pat-
ten to inquire the nature of the wound ; but in the roar of
battle he was not heard.

Captain Patten spoke with enthusiasm as well of the

calm and soldierly bearing of his gallant commander, amid
the thickest and hottest of this murderous cannonade, as
of his ready sympathy with, and attention to the wounded
men and officers.

When the battle was closed, the hoped-for victory had
become reality, and the future no longer absorbed all the

mind, Scott hastened to the side of the wounded. It was
from a hospital of wounded and sick, that his first official
report, dated April 19th, was despatched. An officer who
was present in these scenes, relates that General Scott

visited in person the wounded, and saw, himself, that they
were attended in the best manner. His men were in all
cases, when the events of the campaign allowed him any
time for thought on other subjects, his first care. He




