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Battery . and Colonel Smith;  tomarch’ to *Saltillo on’ ' the
12th (Nov)) :

Santa Anna tookaway the, commissions and placed in
confinement all the principal officers of Ampudia’s armyp
except.rg Mejia and Racina. Parades had gone o Ha-
vana; -~ On the 8th news arrived in camp that Gen. Wool
had arsived: at Monclova and - would not advance upon Chi
huahua until further orders, .

Oun the 10th-Major Graham' returned, not having gone
farther than Saltillo. He learned that Santa Anna was st

* San Luis Potosi, with sixteen thousand men, and expected
aix  thousand more; but he was nearly destitute: of funds
and the army had a scarcity of provisions and clothing:

On the12th Mr. McLane arrived from Washington erderz: -

ing our army to take all the towns between Monterey and
Tampico. il : g
" On the 13th, Generals Taylor and Worth moved towards
Satillo, and took possession of the city -on the 16th. It is
seventy-five miles from Monterey. Capt. Harden with his
Dragoons, was left in'the city. :
On the 24th ‘Capt. Taylor arrived from Camargo, with
two eighteen-pounders and two eightinch howitzers. " Gen.
BShields and Col. Harny, arrived from General Wool’s eori-
mand on the 24th. 'The former . is to go to: Tampico and

take the command. ~ Brevet Major Buchanan, 4th Infantry,

was appointed to command -the Baltimore: Batallion of Vol
~ unteers, Col. Benton sailed for Tampico, from Brasos; ‘with
six .companies of artillery, about the same time:  Santa
Anna destroyed the water tanks between Monterey ‘and
Tampico. . Seven Texans-had been taken prisonérsat’ Chi:
na, before onr army' reached Monterey.  General Taylor
demanded their release. “Santa Anna:complied. ‘They re=’
ported that Santa Anna had about 27,000 men at San
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Luis Potosi. The Mexicans caused some-of ourimen; most-
ly English and Germans, to desert; by giving them $60 each,

- citizens clothes, a horse, guide to the army; and 50 cents«to

drink the health of Santa Anna. . Dec. 5th General Wool-
was ordered to Parras, east of Satillo. -~On the 2nd. of Dec:
Brigadier General Thomas L. Hamer; of Ohio; died of dys-
entery, and was burried : on;the 4th . with- military honors.
He was very much: esteemed. dial

iy

NAVAL BATTLES.

During this time, the navy . was engaged in blockading
Mexican ports. The brig Truxfon, commanded by C_om«
mander Carpenter, was runaground on the 15th of ;August;
on the bar off Tuspan, and deserted. Lieut: Hunter, with.a:
boat."s.f;rew,';reached a vessel of the squadron, and the; other
officers and men surrendered to the enemy: . They were
afterwards exchanged for General Lia Vega and other Mex-
ican officers. . It was impossible -to save the:vessel and-sher
wa's‘burrlife_d... An. attempt had been:made.to capture - Alva-:
rado, and failed as the vessels could mot. cross: therbar’ + @ct, v
15th; another attempt was:made by the steamers Vixen and
Mec'Lane, three gﬁ_h-boat_s, Schooners Nonata and Forwadrd,
and steamer Mississippi; Commander, Petry. . 'The cwhole
comiranded b Commodore, Connor.. ; There was'a battery:
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at themouth'of) the river, mounting ‘seven guns.’ The ﬁbt.
division ¢onsisting of the Reefer” and’ Bonit, towed' by the
Vixenycrossed:the bar and engaged with the batterv The
sécond division' consisted of the ' Nonata Forward and Petrel :

towed by’ the Mc'Liane. !/ 'The steamer ran agronnd, and the

othersiconld not'be towedover. - Commodore Conrior thought.
itwonld bemselessto go forward with one " division and re.
tired. Oct. 16th. Commodore Perry'sailed to attack Tobas.

co with the Vixen, Capt. Sands, schooners Bonita, Ber-
ham, Reefer, Sterret, Nonata, and Hazard, schooner For-
ward, Capt. Nones, and steamer Mc’Lane, Capt. How-
ard. Capt. Forest had a command of about 200 marines
and sailors. He crossed the bar Oct. 23rd, and took, withuot
resistance, Frontera, capturing two steamers, and all the
vessels in port. Tobasco is seventy-four miles up the river
from Frontera. Our forces reached Fort Aceachappa, com-
manding a difficult passin the river, Oct. 26th, and spiked
the cannon, the enemy havingleft the fort. The vessels
were all hefore Tobasco on the same day, about .noon . The

town ‘was'‘summoned'to surrender, but itrefused, Th’e,
heats soon captured five ‘Merchant  vessels. The vesselp

fired upon the''town, ahd CHpt. Forest, with hjs’ command'
was ordered ‘to‘advance into the city. "Thete was a sharp

engagement, #hd the command were ordeted” back atmght.

At'the desire of ‘the foreign merchants the town’ was spared..

On the 26th they left with their prizes. One, under Lieut. ;

Parker, groundeéd and was" ‘fired upon, but Parker deﬂanded

it-and'got the “vessel” off, with " one ' 'man Killed" and t“ﬂ_.'
wounded: = Lieutenant Moms was wounded in carrymg a.'

message to Licut) Parker,’ and died’ November 1st.

This expedition cap“tured tWo steamors’ and seven vessels
Nov.' 12th, Comuiodere 'Conrior sailed 'for ’I‘amp]ca wn:h.
a considerable part of the squadron and on the 14th th’e city
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surrendered unconditionally, without.opposition.; Nov.;20th
Lieutenant Parker with Midshipman Rodgers,’and Hynson
at night.; with a small. boat, and, crew ef six menyrowed in

i, under. the guns of San Juan d’Ullao, : and buxned the bark

Creole, anchored there., . This was iyery daring .and brave.
Midshipman Rodgers, Doct..J,, Wi Wright,: and J. . G.. Fox,
went ashore to reconnoitte one of the enemies magazings,in
order to . destroy, it. . -After they had gone a little: distance
from the! boat they, were, swirounded by seven Mexicans.
Dr,;. Wright escaped, but the other two weretaken prisoness.

Thelast of - August 1846, hyiorder of the President, Brig-
adier General J. . E. Wool coneentrated .an army (calledthe
¢ Ceentral; Division Army of Mexico”) in Texas, for the.pur-
pose of moving against Chihuahua, the capital of the. state
of the same. name. The command was composed of the

_1st IHinois, Colonel. Hardin, 2ud . Ilinois; Col.; Bissell ;..six

companies of Arkansas mounnted, men, Col. Yell; 4, compa-:
ny. of Kentucky volnnteers under,Capt. Williams ; two com-
panies of 1st dragoons, Capt. Steen ;. twe;companies 2d
dragoons, Major Beall; .three.companies.of 6th Infantry,
Major Bonneville; and Capt. Washington’s company of horse,
antillery, . in.all 2,829., | The first. columun meyed from, San
Antonioe Sept. 26th; commanded by Colonel Harney, and.the .
second column., marched Oct. 14ih, under Col: Churchill

" Qct29th, the command arrived.at Monclora, and took

_ possession without resistance. ;, Here General Wool. decided

to go nofarther.towards Chihuahua.
"The command from Monterey:moved.on towards San Jauis
Potosi. Ttiwas ireported that SantaiAnna was advancing

.. upon.Saltillo.and a part.of our forces returned, Dee. 18th; to

Monterey and found that the alarm was false.
At this time Salas was president of the Mexican Congress
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and had, in " his message, recommended’ a vigorous prose-

‘eution of the ‘war. ;

| Dec.'31st," the redr guard of Colonel May, in passing
from Labadores to Tinares, was attacked by the enemy ‘and

~eutoff togéether with the baggage train. '

General Quitman took possession of Victoria on the 30th, ™

without resistance.

Just beyond San Pedro, on the way - toSan Luis Potosi,
when our men were passing througha defile with high moun-
tains each dide; a ‘mine was sprung and showers of stones
thrown down among us while we were fired upon from the
other side.” The arrieros deserted their mules and the rear
guard, consisting of eleven men, fled. * Colonel May dis-
mounted twenty men and went through the pass. Ounly
an occasional shot was fired at them. - Eleven men, twelve
horses and all the baggage were lost. At Tula, one hun-
dred and fifty miles from Victoria, tewards San Luis Potosi,
Generals Valencia and Urea, had concentrated, as was. re-
ported, Jan. 6th, a large force. ' .

The order was issued January 12th, 1847, to proceed ‘to
“Tampico. ' 'We set ‘out'on the '18th. ' As ' General Tajrlor
“ras about starting, he received orders from General Scott'to
send” hig' ‘whole'command, excepting two! batteries of
light ‘artillery, ‘and squadron of ‘dragoons; 'to ‘Tampico,
“'where ‘Scott would meet them about the first: of February.

General Taylor was ordered to' return to' Mornterey and re-
main on the, defensive. ' Hé left immediately, taking, in ad-
dition tothe above named forces; the st Mississippi regiment.
Thus Taylor was deprived of almost all “of his reculars, |
which blasted all of his hopes in reference to advancing upon
- San Luis Potosi. * "

Upon parting with his old veteran soldiers, General Taylor

said : '
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«T4 is with deep sensibility that the commanding general

_ finds himself separated from the troopshe so long command-

ed. To those corps, regular and volunteer, who have shared
with him thé active services of the field, he feels the attach-
ment due such ‘associations ; while to those' making their
first campaign, he must express his regret that he can not
participate with themin its eventful scenes. To all, both
officers and men, he extends ‘his heartfelt wishes' for their
cotintied success and happiness, confident that their achieve-
merits on another theatre will redound to the credit of their:
country and its arms.”

General Scott reached the Brasos; Dec: 28th, 1846 and
took the command of ‘the army. Gen: Worth was ordered
to move, with all the ‘reguldrs, ‘excepting Washington’s;
Webster's, Sherman’s and Bragg’s batteries, to Point Isabel.

The force that set out for "Fampico, Jan. 13, arrived: on
he'23rd.  General Taylorand his ‘command; arrived at
Monterey on his return from Victoria, the last of Jan. 1847
General Wool Had established a'camp at therancho.~Tay-~
Jor kept possession of Saltillo:and ‘the * strong passes in ad-
vance of it, and stationed his forces, at these points.

Jun, 92, 4 ‘sconting’ ' party; under' Major 'Borland:fand
Gaines, the fotmet'of the Arkansas and the: latter ‘of the
Kentueky cavalry, were  'surrounded by’ General Minon®
with three  thousand “mexn; and captured; sixty miles from
Saltille. ' Odr men numbered sixty-four privates: and six’
officers and ‘they were ‘immediately marched'off toi:Mexico.
This capture exhibited great carelessness in the officers.
Capt Henrie; a Texan Volunteer, escaped'and 'reached Sal-
tillo in  safety. g : i

Jan. 27th Capt Heady with seventeen Kentucky ' volun-
teers wae captured by the enemy, while ‘on' a 'sconting
party, without any resistanice. :




