BATTLES: OF MEXICO.

BATTLE OF BUENA. VISTA.

On ‘the: 5th of February, General Taylor, having heard
ceports of the' advancement of Santa Anna with- a. large
force;, moved his-head quarters eighteen miles south - of Sal-
tillo, to Agua Nueva. By the Bth all of his army except-
ing:Mdjor Warren’s command; which was left at: Saltilo,
concentrated at that point.’ The forces consisted.. of two
companies -of the st Dragoons; under Captain Steen ; two
companies 2d Dragoons; under Brevel -Lieutenant-colonel
May ; - Bragg’s ‘and . Sherman’s batteries, ' :3d Actillery;
‘Washington’s battery, 4th: Artillery ; one regiment Arkan-
sas cavalry; under Colonel: Yell; one regiment of Ken:
tueky cavalry, under Colonel Maxrshall ; .24 Kentucky . foot
under Colonel M'Kee ; Ist'Regiment Mississippi Rifles, un-

der Colonel Davis;: 3d Indiana, under Colonel Lane ; lst.

Tllinois; under Colonel Hardin ; 2d Illinois, under Golonel

Bissell; and two companies of Texas volunteers, one com+

commanded. by Captain Conner, the other a spy company,
commanded by the celebrated Captain (now Major) M'Cul-

lough; in all amounting to ' three hundred and thirty-four:

officers, and four thousand four hu.ndred and twemy-ﬁve
men.

It was evu}ent that there must be a Lemble cemﬂ,wt and’

General Taylor selected a®pass two miles in advance of
Buena Vista, as his position. 'There was a valley about
three miles broad, with irregular surface, containing oeca-
sionally hills and ravines, and- was; surrounded by high

.
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mountains., 'Theroad-passed by theside,of a deep: arroyo,
. which was impassable..-On the  right 'side cof théroad,
_there were, great.gullies which it Wwas impessiblento: cross,

extending to, the mountains.. On the lefi -of s theiroad

_were . steep. ascents tothe tops of thespurs. of the mountain
and, there was formed a- plain;! suitable’ for: acbattle field:

The . choice.  of  this place (showed: much:skill Land rgood
judgment in, the General. By the, 21st.of Feb.our: forces
were stationed,at this position. Col. Yell was left; with some
cavalry to cover the removal of the stores and wereidrtiven in
by the enemy. Our men secured most of the stores. and
burned the remainder. . General: Taylor, went to  Saltillo
immediately, to make arrangements for its defence, leaving
Gen. Wool to command, the army. /Our forces prepared
for the advance .of the enemy. .-Capt. Washington’s bat-
tery was so placed as ito command the read. . The)lst
and 2d Illinois regiments containing sixteen hundred
strong, and the 2nd Kentucky Tegiment, occupied crests of
ridges in the réar and to theleft, N_ear the'base of the
mountain at the extreme left, stood'the Arkansas and Keés
tucky: cavalry: 7/ The Indiana: Brigade under Geénetal Laie,
the Mississippi Riflemen, the two squadrons of ‘dragéons,
and Shermian’s and Bragg’s 'batteriesiwere held in’ reserve.

On. the merning of the 22nd the énerhy approached, and
General Taylor returned: immediately to ‘camp."” Tréfnen-
dous clouds of ‘dust announced the advance of the enemy,
who arrivéd in position, with immense masses, between 10
and 11 AL M. All was silence, waltmg for the attack, wben
‘a white flag ‘was brought into our camp, by Smgeon gene- -
ral’ Lindenberger; with the following message from Sana,a'
Anna

“You are surrounded by twenty thousand rnen, and can-
mot ‘in ‘any ‘human pmb"tbﬁlty avoid su‘fermv a route, and
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being: cutto ‘pieces with your troops’s but ' as you ‘deserve
consideration and particular esteem; I wish to"save you
from a catastrophe, and for that purpese give you this niotice
in-order that you may: surrender ' at discretion, under the
assurance that you will be ' treated ‘with ‘the consideration
‘belonging to:the Mexican character; to- which end you will
be granted an' hour's time ‘to 'make up your mind, to com-
mence from - the moment when my flag of truce arrives ‘in
your ¢amp. fronlte o

“'With'this view, I'assure you of my particular conside-
ration. :

“God and Liberty.” Camp at Encantadd, February 224,
1847.

“Awntoxnto Lorez DE SANTA ANNA.

“To Gen. Z. Taylor, comm’g the foices of the United States.®

Old Rough and Ready answered thus:

*Headquarters, Army of- Occupation, | °
Near Buena Vista, Feb. 22, 1847, °'§

+ “8ir,—In | reply to your note: of this date, summoning
«me to’swrrender my force at - discretion, I+ beg leave to' say
that I decline acceding to your request. 'With high respect,
I am.,sir, , i
;% Your obedient  servant, Z. TavLor,

“ Mayj.. Gen. U. 8. Army, commanding,
¢ Senor Gen. D. Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, i
Commander-in-chief, La Encantada.”

“Several hours passed hefore any attack was made,. . The
columns of the enmy’s rear could be . seen meving up.
There was a slight demonstration of our right and a section of

. Bragg;s battery, supported by the 2d Kentucky foot; were
detached to that point. They bivoucked for the night.
: Near evening, the light troops of the enemy  commenced
upon our left, consisting of detachments of Arkansas and
Kentucky cavalry dismounted, and a battalion of Indiana
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Riflemien, under ‘Major ‘Gorman' and all commanded by
Clolonel Marshall. Some shells were thrown into this
part of 6ur!ine, by the enemy without ‘effect, This skir-
riishing was ‘continued until after dark, with slight loss
on our side. 'THree piecesof Washington’s battery under
Capt. O’Brien, took position to the left. Here the troops
rested during the night on their arms. :

Genral Taylor proceeded to Saltillo with the Mississippl
regiment and squadron of 2nd dragoons, and while there
about fifteen hundred Mexicans under General - Minon had
advanced into the valley, by a pass through the mountains,
and were seen in the rear of the city.  They were designed
to harassus and cut off ‘our retreat. There were in  the
city, four conpanies of Iilinois volunteers urider Major War-
rén of the first regiment. "There was a field-work command-
ing the approaclies and was garrisoned by Capt. Webster’s
company with two twenty-four pound’ howitzers. Two
cotfipanies” of Mississippi riflemen, under Capt. Rodgers
with ‘one field:piece under Capt. Shower, defended the train.

Jan. 22nd, during the night; the enemy stationed a Targe
force of light troops upon theside of the mountain, to out-
flank our left. '
(00 the morning of the '23rd, the 'action was renewed at
this point.’” ' Col. Marshall with his riflemen, ‘re-enforced by
three’ ‘companies ' of Illinois ‘volunteers, under Major Trail
stood” firm and’ did considerable ‘execution’ with' their sure
rifles. At'80¢’clock a large column of ‘the enemy moved up
the road and threatened our centre} but Washington’s enex-
getie battery kept them back.”' The enemy' 'could do noth-
ng on account of ‘the' nature’ of the ground, where they
stood ; but our left' being on an exiensive plain, Santg
Anna thought-that 'he’ could outflank” ws! * Large bodies
of ‘the ‘enemy passed up’ the 'ra vines ~under cover of

the ridges; and co ncentrated near our left. The 2d Indiana
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and 2 Illinois regiments formed the extreme left of our line
and the former supported O’Brien’s three pieces. of artillery,
The commander on, the left_was Brigadier-generai Lane.
O'Brien was ordered to advance towaxds the enemy with. his
guns. 'The ficht was now very severe upus the enemy;
but they poured upon our men volleys of grape and.can:
nister. 'The action was so warm that the Indiana regi-
anent broke, not . being; able to stand against jsuch a fire,
and left the artillery unprotected., Thus Capt. O’Brien was
ebliged to retire leaving one of his pieces, at which ev-
ery man and horse _was_either killed or wounded.  The
cowardly Indiana regiment; could not. be rallied, thongh
Major Dix, Paymaster U. S. Army; induced a few. toreturn
and join, together with their Colonel Bowles,, the Missis-
sippi regiment. They were very: useful during the remain.
der.of the day.., Ourleft giving way, encouraged the enemy,
and large masses of them. pressed forward and forced our
light: troops on theside of the mountain, to retire, and mas
ny of them could: not be rallied until they reached theide-
pot at Buena Vista. The Znd Illinois regimentyto which
a section of Sherman’s battery was attached, were ‘driven
before the enemy. -

The Mexican Infantry and cavalry poured in so rapidly
that our rear was in danger., Thus far evidentiy; every
move went against us, , But General Taylor. now arrived
-and took a commanding. position: on the elevated,  plateau.
His presence was: enough  to animate our troops. ‘The,
Missssippi - regiment, under Davis; was. ordered  to the
leit, and came in contact, immediately with large portions
of the enemy, who had turned our flank.

The struggle was severe, butin favor:of our troops. ' The
2nd kentucky, under Col. M’Kee, with a section of artil
*ery under Bragg, had, been ordered .to. suppert our :left.
These with a_part.of the - 1st, Illinois under  Col.. Hardim
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were now fiercely engaged with the enemy, and recovered
to'some extent, the “lost ground.

'Tlie batterits of Bragg and Sherman were very effective
in'the columns of the enemy; and especially those who
were in ourredr. The Mississippi regimentexhibited grea.
bravery, sustaining | the attacks of the enemy without flinch-
ing. The 8rd Indiana, under Colonel Lane, and a piece. of
artillery under Colonel Kllbum, finally moved to their aid.
"Phe ' Mexican infantry and davalry repeatedly advanced
with the most deteriined inipetucsity, intending to force our
line, but they wete received o firmly and warmly that they
were glad to fall back. ''Our artillery made awful havoc,
Brevet  Lisutenant Colonel May commanded the regu
lar cavalry, and Captain Pike’s of ‘the Arkansas cav-
alry. ~May, with the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry, un-
der Colonels Marshall and Yell; were’ directed 'to keep iu
checkthe masses that had gained our rear. 'The enemy
still were determined at all hazards, to break our left. ' Our *
forces were pouring upon the enemy a terrific fire from dif-
ferent sections-and piecé's, under O’Brien,; Bragg, Sherman
Thomas, Kiiburn, Reynolds, French and Bryan, forming
a long line. The thick columns of the enemy were ‘made
to stagger, fearful inroads were made in their' ranks, and
they ‘were finally, after 'many desperate ' struggles, obliged
to give way. Theirsuccess wasshort, and their shouts of tri-
umph were soon at an end. Just 'as they began to'give way
a little, Lieutenant Rucker, with his squadron of 1st dragoons,
was ordered to dash in: among them, which was done 'with
greateffect.

It was feared 'that'the portion of the ‘eneniy inour rear
miight attack the train at Buena Vista,‘and Col. May, witli
hiscommand, and two picces of artillery under Lieutenant
Reynolds; was ordered to that place. But, before'they arri-
ved, the Arkansas and Keutucky cavalry had met the ene-
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my and repulsed them. They broke in two columus, one
escaped by the ranch, and received a destructive fire, from
the fugitive forces of a part of Major Trail's and Gorman’s
command, whom Major Munrce had reorganized. The
other eolumn of the enémy  gained the mountain, but re-
ceived a_terrible fire from the pieces under, Lieutenant
Reynolds. M : ; e
-+ Colonel Yell was killed; in the charge, at Buena Vista, at
the head of his regiment. = Adjutant, Vaughu, alse, of -the
Kentucky cavalry fell in; that engagement. $
A part of the Arkansas and Indiana troops, and Col. May,
with.his:command, kept in cheek the enemy’s right! They
were crowded. in. vast numbers in rayines, and our guns made
horrid work: with. them. . Those who had, gained our rear
were now in the greatest,danger. , Santa Anna perceived it
and in his deceptive and cowardly manner, sent a white flag
intoour camp, and asked General Taylor¢ what he wanted.”
» Taylor -immediately ordered the! firing toicease, and seént
General 'Wool, with a white flag; to .answerthe message:

No consultation could behad, as the' Mexicans kept on firing! -
Santa Anna had  gained time for his ‘forces to reach theis’

lines and. he cared ne miore for the truce. - This was barba:
rous enough inthe Mexican. General., While the enemy
were retreating, they were severely handled by our artillery.
" The cavalry under General Minon, were 'in the road be-
tween the battle'ground and: Saltillo, and it was feared that
they would fall upon the city. ' Capt: Webster fired - upén
them from the ‘redoubt, and. they moved ‘towards | Buena
Vista. Capt. Shover, with some volunteers and a piecé of
" artillery, accompanied by a piece of Webster’s battery, un-
der Lieut; Donaldson, aided by Capt. ‘Wheeler, with his Ii-
linois volunteers, drove ' the enemy intothe ravines; leading
to the lower valley.. The! enemy  endeavored to charge
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ence or twice; but weredriven back every time in eonf usi‘on,‘
Fir_ing had now nearly ceased ; but one struggle more was
10 come. . Santa Anna; being reinforced by cavalry. under
cover of artillery, charged. our line in a most desperate
manner; by herse and foot., ‘Great masses came rushingon,
and poured among us- a deadly fire. The 2nd Rentucky,
1st Illinois, and O’Brien,  with two pieces, received the se-
vezest part of the attack. = The infantry supporting,O’Brien’s
piece was, routed and their piece left in the hands of the
enemy.. :

Our batteries, however, finally turned the tide. Their fire
was so firm, precise and awful, that the enemy could not re-
sist, and fell back in disorder.  Harden and MeKee, charg-
ed the enemy with great bravery and impetuosity. T hey .
fled, but seeing the few pursuing, turned suddenly -and came
up in vast numbers. There was dreadful carnage on both
gides. We had but a mere handful compared with the en-
emy, and our men were again routed, and it seemed that we_
nust be beaten. . Brent and Whiting of Washington’s bat-
fery covered their retreat. -

‘General Taylor looked  on calinly and unmoved, while
the balls were flying all around him. : _

Bragg’s battery had ) now reachied the. place lof attack.

‘Bragg told his Captain tounlimber' the piece and wait ' till.

the enemy had arrived nearly to the muzzle; ' They rashed
on _ certain jthat they should conquer us;: but: the battery
6‘pened and poured into their masses a plenty of grape: They
staggered atthe first fire, and the second opened streets through
themn and the third volley. entirely dispersed themiand ithey
fled in’ dismay:| Our loss was heavy in this/last struggle.
1In this desperate conflict, Colonels | Hardin and Mciee,
ana Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, fell at the head of. their 'fegi-
ments. . Our artillery turned sthe  tide: of ibattlethree-times
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- during itive day: It was now! ten’ hours that the battle “had
been raging.. . The eneiny did not:make another attempi to
force ourlines;” and 'our: troops; ‘weary, dropped” upon' ‘the
battle ground to seekrest to prepare. them for' the morrow;
among the dead and dying; without any!fires to warm'their
benumbed limbs. ‘The wounded were removed to Saliills afid
our “men prepared for ‘an attack in ‘the ' morning; ‘but' the
enemy ‘retired very early to. Agua Nueva, leavitig many
of their dead and dying. ' ‘Brigadier-general Marshall made 4
forced march for Rineonada io reinforce our troops: there ;
but he' was too' late to participate in the action; '

- Inthe batile ‘of Buena Vista, ‘we had twe himdred and
sixty-seven killed; four hundred and fifty-six wotinded, and

-lwenty-three''missing.'© The “enemy" musthiave Tost' two
thousand. ¢ There were five hundred of their déad lefiupon
the field: . Wie had twenty=eightoffiters killed and forty-one
wounded. MBI

What'an awful responsibility: rests upori somebody * for
ushering’ so:many innocent persons isto the presence of their

~ Tudge! g

The names ‘of' the officers killed “and wounded afe the

following : 8

General ‘Staff :- killed; Captain’ George Lincoln, Assis -

tant ' Adjutant General'; wounded, H. 'W. Benham, st
Lieutenant Engineers; F.S. Bryan, brever 2d Lieuten-
ant Topographical engineers: '1st Regiment of dragoons':
wounded; Captain “E. - Steen.  '2d regiment ‘of dragoons:

wounded, Brevet Lieutenant:colonel .0 A May. " 3d Regi-

ment Artillery : - wounded; Lieutenant S\ G. Frérch, 4th
Artillery - wounded, 1st Lieittenant 3. P, O'Biiets.  Missis.
sippi> Rifles: killed, 1st  Lieutenant R, L."Moore, 2d Lieut,
F. M’Nulty'; ‘wounded; Coloitel’ Davis, Captains 'Sharp
end Stockaw,; 1st ‘Lieutenants *Corwin | and Posey. " 1st

=

' theswant of more men.

BATTILES QF MEXI€O0: 63

Regiment Illinois :  killed, Colonel! Hardin; Captain: Zabis-
ki—é,”and Ist Lieutenant Houghton. 2d Regiment Illinois;
killed; ‘Captain. Woodward, Lieutenants Rountree, Fletcher
Ferguson, Robbins, Steel, Kelly, Bartleson, Atherton, and
Price; wounded, Captains Coffee and Baker, Lieutenants
Picket; Engleman, West, and Whiteside. Texas volunteers
killed, 1st Lieutetenant Campbell, 2d Lieutenant Leonhard ;

wounded Captain’ Connor. '~ Indiana volunteers: Brigade

Staff { Brigadier:aeneral Lanél"“ 24 Indiana: Killed, Cap- .
-fains| Kinder'and Walkiér; ahd Lieatenant Parr; wounded,
Captains Sanderson and ‘Oshorn, Lieutenants Cayce, Davis,
Pennington, Lewis; Moore; #nd Fpperson: 3d Indiana -
killed, Capiain Taggari; | wounded, ‘Major* Gorman, Cap-
tains, Sleep : and Connover! - -2d!! Kentucky foot; killed,
_G'olon.el M’Kee,| Lieutenant-Colonel “Clay; and. Captain
Willis ; wounded, Lieutenan(s Barber and Napier. ~Arkan:
sas Cavalry; killed, Golonel Yell, Captain Porter : wounded,
Lieutgnant Reader; - :

A large portion of officers fell showing their “unconquera-
ble bravery. 1t was abatde of artillery. ~ General Taylor
said,— y :

o1“The services of’ the light artillery, always conspicuous,
were more than usually distinguished. " Moving rapidly over
the roughest:ground, it was always in action at the Tight
place and at the right timé, and its well-directed fire dealt
destruction inithe masses ‘'of“the enemy.” :

The General was necessarily much exposed.. Two halls
passed’ through his 'clothes.  Our forces consisted of five
thousand, and hut four hundred and fifty-three of them were
regulars. | 'We were not ‘able  to follow up our success for
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On the 26th General Taylor issued the following order:

 Headquarters, Army of Odcupatién, _
Buena Vista, Feb. 26, 1847.° &

Order No. 12.

1. The commanding general has the grateful task iof
congratulating the troops upon the brilliant success which
attended their arms in the conflict of the 22nd and 23rd,
Confident in the immense superiority of numbers, and stim-
ulated by the presence of a distinguished leader, the Mexi-
can troops were yet repulsed in every effort to: force out
lines, and finally withdrew with immense loss from ‘the field.

11. The-general would express his obligations to the men

and officers engaged for the cordial support “which they ren- ,

dered throughout the action. It will be his highest pride
to. bring to the noticeof the government the conspicuos
gallantry of particular officers and corps, whose unwaver-
ing steadiness more than once saved the fortunes of the day.
He would also express his high satisfaction with the smal
command left at Saltillo. . 'Though not soseriously engaged
as their comrades, their services were very important, and

efficiently rendered. While. bestowing this just tribuie to -

the good conduct of the troops, the general deeply regrets to
say that there were nota few exceptions.  Hetrusts that
those who fled ingloriously to Buena Vista; and even to Sal-
tillo, will seek an opportunity ‘to . retrieve their reputation
and to emulate the bravery of their comrades who bore the

brunt of the battle, and sustained, against fearful odds, the
honor of the, flag. |

III._The exhultation of success  is checked by 'the heavy

sacrifice of life which it has cost, embracing many officers
of high rank and rare merit. While the sympathy of a
grateful country will be given to the bereaved families and
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friends of those whe nobly fell, their illustrious example
will remain for the:benefit and admiration of the army.
By order, Major-general T'AvLor.
Signed, W. W 8. Briss,
e Assistant Adjutant-general.
This order wiil be read at the head of every company.
: By order: -
. Signed, W. W. 8. Buss.

It was found that the enemy were retiring towards San
Luis Potosi.

Our forces returned to Agua Nueva on the 27th. The
road was strewed with dead and "wounded Mexicans, and
their army seemed tobe in a perfect state of disorganization,

Had it not been for the astonishing bravery of our men,
in this battle, (5000 against 21,000,) we must have been
overwhelmed. ‘

General Urea, with about 8000 cavalry, had cut off all
communication between Camargo and Monterey, previous
to the battle of Buena Vista. A train of waggons, escorted
by thirty men, was attacked and captured Feb. 24th, at

- Ramos. = The wagons were burned and the teamsters dread-

fully mutilated and their bodies cast into the flames.
March 7th, Major Giddings, in - charge of a train'of one
hundred and fifty waggons, was attacked: near Ceralvo.
After a severe struggle; the enemy was repulsed, but we lost
fifteen teamsters, two privates of Ohio - volunteers; and fifty
wagons. ; , :
General Taylor . returned to - Monterey early in March
and pursued Urea, fora while and drove him over the

. mountaints..  In  April six thousand volunteers were

called out by government to re-enforce the army. " General

5
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Taylor was toreceive enough:of them, to make, wn‘.h what :

he had, aboutten thousand men. . i Tk
After this, nothing of much interest occurred in nol‘ﬂfern
Mexico. The theatre of war was changed to another part
of the country. The strong. forts had been taken ; and: the
enemy conquered in every battle. .
General Scott had been ordered to Mexico by the govern-
ment, Nov. 23rd, 1846;in the following language. :

Wair DerarRTMENT, WASHIHGTON, November, 23, 1847

iSir,—The President, several days since cmnmumcated

in person to you his orders torepair to Mexico, to take com-

mand of the forces there afSembled, and pat ticalarly to or-
{ranize and sef on foot" an expvdxuou to “operate on the
Giulf' coast, if;- on' arriving” at ‘the “theatre of actwn, you
whall deem it to be pi actwable. It is'not proposed to con-
trol- your - operations by 'definite” and positive instructions,
but you are left to prosecute them as your judgmént, under
a full'view of'all the "ciréamstances, shall dlctate. The
work is hefore youy and the méafis provided; of 'to be pro-

vided,: for accomplishingit] are committed to you, in the

full confidence that you W111 use them to the best advan—
tafre.

The objeets ‘which it is deaxrable to obtain have been in

dicated;and it is hoped that you will have the requisite force

to accomplish.them.

Of 1this you rhust bethe best, judge, when preparauons are

made; and the time for action arived.
Very respectfully,
' your obedlentservant
“'W. L. Mazcy,

: Secretary of War,
Gen, WixrieLy. Scorr, Y o
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Vera Cruz is satunted in 19 degrees 11 minutes 52 sec-
g One portion of its walle is washed by
the Atlantic, and theshore on the opposite side is a dry

and sandy plam.
General Scott sailed: from  New York, Nov. 80th ~and

reached the Rio Grande Jan 1st 1847,

a

AMERICAY FLEET BALUTING THE CASTLE AT VERA CRUZ,




