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Fort Brown.

where he had left Captain May, and finding him gone,
returned to the fort, stating that the Mexicans had
blocked the game on him this time, but that he would
give them another turn when it was dark. Starting from
the fort at night with his party, his superior kuov:'.]edge
of the country only enabling him to avoid the numerous
parties of the enemy who were aware of his mission,
and on the alert to capture him.

At the fort, during the 4th, the fire of the enemy was
not renewed, and the soldiers laboured with ener.gv to
complete the works. On the following day, large pa';"ties
of the enemy, both horse and foot, were discovered in
the rear of the fort. These thousands were supported by
a battery that had been erected in the night, and which
the garrison named for the sake of distinction, ¢ the Bat-
tery in the country.”” - This battery, with those in Mata-~
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moras, opened with shot and shell in the afternoon, and
kept up a galling cross fire. At nine o’clock, Lieutenant
Hanson, after a gallant reconnoisance, reported the erec-
tion of a new battery at the cross roads. On Wednes-
day morning, the 6th, a spirited fire was kept up
against the fort, the shot and shells being well directed.
The balls falling into the fortress afforded considerable
merriment to the soldiers, who were sitting 1dly about,
reserving their ammunition in case of need under an
_assau]l. An old soldier, who prided himself on his culi-
nary skill, had made some coffee, and was stooping to
pour it into the cups of his mess, when a ball flying over
the parapet, struck in the ashes near him and overturned
the beverage into the fire. The disciple of Careme and
votary of Mars, shocked at the disrespect, gave the ball
a kick, while in a dolorous voice he cursed the rascally
Mexicans for knocking over his coffee.

In compliance with the directions given by General
Taylor to be pursued in case the fort was surrounded,
the eighteen-pounders were fired at stated intervals.
The enemy, as if conscious that this was a call for relief,
reopened their fire upon ihe fort. The officers of the
garTison, however, reserved their ammunition for the ex-
pected assault. The bomb proofs were built at points
convenient for the soldiers to retreat into, and the sen-
tinel on the look out could name the battery from which
a ball or shell was fired, as soon as he saw the smoke
of the discharge, and the soldiers would have time to
get under cover before the balls reached them. Shells
were frequently allowed to explode harmlessly in the
air, by'the soldiers falling flat on their faces, when one

was fired, a measure which a Mexican, elevated to a




T E————

34 THE WAR.

Fall of Major Brown,

eonsiderable height in a tall tree, with a glass in his
hand, reported to his comrades as being what it seemed
to him, a mark of the destruction produced by their fire.

The lamented death of Major Brown occurred at this
time, May 6th.* We give the following graphic account
of it, taken from ¢“Qur Army on the Rio Grande,” by
T. B. Thorpe, Esq. He says, ¢ After the cross firing,
called forth with so much energy by our signal eighteen
pounders, had continued for three hours and a half, the
noble-minded Major Brown, commander of the fort,
with his adjutant-lieutenant by his side, took his usual’
round to see that officers and men were at their posts,
He stopped for a moment to give directions to some of
the soldiers who were busily employed at one of the
bomb proofs. Every instant the men were engaged in
dodging to avoid the ball and bursting shell. One of
the latter, from “‘the battery in the country,” struck in
the parapet, burying itself in the sand without explod-
ing; a cloud of dust rose into the air, amid which the
gallant commander was seen to fall, mortally wounded,
He was immediately taken to the hospital tent, and,

* The death of Major J. Brown was a severe loss to the army. He

was a native of Vermont, and at the age of twenty-four years entered
the army as a common soldier, in the Tth infantry, at the commence-
ment of the war of 1812. His merit soon raised him to the rank of
ensign, lieutenant, and finally major. He did good service in the
Florida war; and was selected by General Taylor to command at the
fort where he fell, in consequence of the general’s high opinion of his
courage and ability. General Taylor says cf him: « The pleasure (of
vietory) is alloyed with profound regret at the loss of the heroic and
indomitable Major Brown. His loss would be a severe one to the service
at any time, but to the army under my orders, it is indeed irreparable.”

In the case of Major Brown we see the importance of occasional pro-
motions of common soldiers o the rank of officers.
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while being borne in the arms of two of his men, he
exhorted those about him never to give up the fort. His
right leg had been shot off; exhibiting the torn muscles,
and jagged crushed bones to the pained sight of his
command. Although suffering the most excruciating
tortures, he remained perfectly calm, and said to those
who were sympathizingly standing about him, ¢ Men,
go to your duties, stand by your posts; I am but one
among you,” While suffering under the operation of
having his leg amputated above the knee, which was
most skilfully done, he congratulated his country that the
misfortune had befallen him, and not been meted out to
a younger man.

Attempts were next made by the enemy to bring
musketry into play upon the garrison, but those who ap-
proached for the purpose were scattered with some loss
by a few rounds of canister. The bombardment then
grew still more severe, and continued till noon. In the
afternoon, a few shells were thrown. At four p.m., two
Mexican officers approached with a white flag, bearing
a communication from General Arista, which proved to
be a summons to surrender, the humanity of the Mexi-
cans being given as a reason for the demand, althoagh
he is asserted to have had a band of men organized and
instructed to slaughter the garrison as soon as the sur-
render was made. Captain Hawkins, who had suc-
ceeded Major Brown in the command, summoned a
council of the commissioned officers, ahd stated the pur-
port of the message, (the want of a good Spanish inter-
preter making it difficult to be fully understood,) adding-
that though he knew there was but one sentiment uporn
the point, he thought it proper that all the officers should
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be represented in the reply. It was then unanimously
voted to defend the fort to the death. The following
reply was therefore prepared and despatched to General
Arista, within the hour that had been allowed for a reply.
¢“Sir:—Your humane communication has just been
received, and, after the consideration due to its import-
ance, I must respectfully deeline to surrender my forces
to you.

The exaet purport of your despatch I cannot feel
confident that I understand, as my interpreter is not
skilled in your language ; but if I have understood you
correctly, you have my reply above,” &ec.;&e.

The reception of this answer was the signal of a gene-
ral burst of heavy shot upon the fort; but the Americans
saved their ammunition and doubled their sentinels dur-
ing the night, in expectation of an attack. = During the
7th, much activity was manifested, a heavy cannonade
being maintained all day, and various parties firing with
muskets into the fort from every position. The garrison,
however, were directed not to return the fire unless they
advanced within eighty yards, and they therefore pre-
served silence. In the evening, the gallant Major Mans-
field advanced with a small party into the plain, and
leveled the traverse formerly occupied by the Americans,
and which now served to shelter the enemy while firing —

on the fort. A large quantity of chaparral; used in a
similar manner, was also cut down. At midnight the
garrison were roused by a terrible discharge of musketry,
and the sound of bugles, but the anticipated assault did
not follow. On the 8th, the cannonade was recommenced
at daybreak, and continued till the afiernoon. The
bombardment had hardly ceased when a severe cannon-
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ading was heard in the direction of Point Isabel, s0 :au:}l-S
den and so rapidly that it seem:;d t? be one couun'uo :
volley of field-pieces. The soldiers in the fort .a:;srweree-
it by‘hmmy cheering ; the men of l\latin:[lm‘fa&s)i .) a ze
ue“:al of the firing from four mr)l'taz batten'e‘tj .?.11: onr L;,
Yet the gallant defenders knew that General Taylor w tge
on his way to succour them, and ‘(ht?,y stooc} upont
parapet to listen to the far dlstant'ﬁrmg, while the der(-1
rific rain from the enemy’s batteries poured unhee e
around them. Towards night, they learned from a glem:
can the events of the field of l?alo A.lto, .and the dnm;-
ledge that the victory rested ?-\'lth thelbr friends ma e_t e
qui:et night, their nearer enemies perm%tted them to enjoy,
the more refreshing. On the morning of the S.th, an
officer of the Tth regiment went out51.de of the fort to
the fia_n_;smf“{', for the purpose of arranging the ha{} ar;lis,
which bad become unrigged on the previous day. He
suceceded in lowering the topmast qf the staff a_nd r11gl;
ging the halyards, the enemy playmg upon him wr
round shot and shell from all their battf‘anes.. He was
not strong enough to raise the ﬂbagtﬂtai.i to 1ts prope;
place, he therefore coolly lashed it in its position, anc
re the flag to the breeze. .
ga‘Oenﬂjthis (il}' Major Brown expired. At the t}me of
his death every thing in the fort was perfecﬂ? St-l“, an’d
she silence was unbroken until the report of Ridgely’s
hatteries on the field of the Resaca de la Palma were
heard. ¢ No language,”’ says Mr. Thorpe, .“ can de-
scribe the intense interest with which the raging battle
was listened to: each man was at his 1'10.st, a.md every
booming gun called forth an almost agonizing mter;st to
learn its nationality and effects. Meanwhile the bom-
4
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Flight of the en
Hght of the enemy seen from the Fort
s Fort.

Iﬁ)alrctiln:uen(t1 opened simultaneously with the firing on the
eld, an con?tinued to increase with unpreced
f}fl:; ter:tz; ; b‘ut it \'vas n(_}t to the batteries of tlf]e Mexi:];fl(si
et attention was directed. Our eighteen-pounders
e o‘cczfsmn—a]ly_ﬁred, to let General Taylor know that
was still well in the fort, The firing on the battl
ﬁ;.eld Wwas now growing less and less powerful 11:1i }T-
discharges were becoming irregular. ¢ They hav:a- ah' b
on the guns ! shouted one of the officers! Anot; dl‘gﬂg
another was silenced. ¢ They have c;u"ried te}: an"
§houted another, in uncontrollable ecstacy ; all car emd.
u?g cea.sed; volleys of musketry were next’heara ltI}]l{:r]}aal.l
I‘;»ﬂasd_sttdl}; How e‘loquently the silence spoké of the
nd-to-hand conflict, and how the blood in the b t
of these brave men went and came from excitem e
be engaged in it! The victorious result of oure:E -
was now almost certain, General Taylor and his b wrs
men wou}d either conquer or die. No bells were s
rngmg in Matamoras, and the noisy music tﬁat m')w
\vont‘ to belabour the air had been silenced since‘:}ils
evening of the 8th. This, to the heroes of the fi r*e
was full of meaning, and the tale was soon told At 1'0 1"
before six a confused rush of cavalry and stra'l Iii “_t :
fantry towards the Rio Grande, announced fegv'gtm-
of the {Xmericans, at sight of which, an officer :t? ?12;
7th regiment jumped upon the parapet, beside the regi
mental flagstaff, and gave three cheers, which were o
spond.ed to so loudly and heartily by all in the fort t}:e-
they silenced the enemy’s batterie‘s, for from tha’i mc’m ”
they ceased firing. The news had reached Matam .
that to Mexico the day was lost.” Beside; IV?;'ES,
Brown, one non-commissioned officer killed, and g:;
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men wounded was the amount of loss that the garrison
ng one hundred and sixty hours severe

sustained duri

bombardment. ‘
General Taylor had left Point Isabel on the evening

of the Tth of May, and moved with the main body of
the army towards the Rio Grande. After marching
seven miles, they bivonacked on their arms, and resumed
{he march on the following morning. At noon they dis-
covered the enemy, prepared to oppose their progress,
stretched out on the flat prairie more than a mile.

We give here the clear and concise account of this
battle, given by General Taylor in his official despatches,
reserving for another portion of the work more minute |
details and personal anecdotes.

¢« About noon, when our advance of cavalry had
reached the water hole of ¢Palo Alto,” the Mexican
troops were reported in our front, and were soon dis-
covered occupying the road in force. I ordered a halt
upon reaching the water, with the view to rest and re-
fresh the men, and to form deliberately our line of bat-
{le. The Mexican line was now plainly visible across
the prairie, and about three-quarters of a mile distant.
Their left, which was composed of a heavy force of
cavalry, occupied the road, resting upon a thicket of
chaparral, while masses of infantry were discovered in
succession on the right, greatly.outnumbering our own
fOl‘Ue. ”

Our line of battle was now formed in the following
order, commencing on the extreme right :—bth infantry,
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel MclIntosh Major
Ringgold’s artillery ; 3d infantry, commanded by Cap-
tain L. N. Morris; two eighteen-pounders, commanded
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by Lieutenant Churchill, 3d artillery ; 4th infantry, com-
manded by Major G. W. Allen; the 3d and 4th regi-
ments composed the third brigade, under command of
Lieutenant-Colonel Garland ; and all the above corps,
together with two squadrons of dragoons under Captains
Ker and May, composed the right wing under the orders
of Colonel Twiggs. The left was formed by the bat-
talion of artillery commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Childs. Captain Duncan’s light artillery, and the 8th
infantry, under Captain Montgomery—all forming the
first brigade, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Belk-
nap. The train was packed near the water, under direc-
tion of Captains Crossman and Myers, and protected by
Captain Ker’s squadron.

At two oclock we took up the march by heads of
columns, in the direction of the enemy—the eighteen-
pounder battery following the road. While the columns
were advancing, Lieutenant Blake, topographical engi-
neer, volunteered a reconnoisance of the enemy’s line,
which was handsomely performed, and resulted in the
discovery of at least two batteries of artillery in the
intervals of their cavalry and infantry. These batteries
were soon opened upon us, when I ordered the columns
halted and deployed into line, and the fire to be returned
by all our artillery. The 8th infantry on our extreme
left, was thrown back to secure that flank. The first

fires of the enemy did little execution, while our eighteen-

pounders and Major Ringgold’s artillery soon dispersed
the cavalry which formed his left.—Captain Duncan’s
bhattery, thrown forward in advance of the line, was
doing good execution at this time. Captain May’s
squadron was now detached to support that battery, and
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