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The attack upon Monterey was arranged to be made
by two divisions of the army, acting separately and in-
dependently. General Taylor, assisted by General But-
ler, commanded that direeted against the city itself,
while General Worth was detached to storm the Bishop’s
Palace, and the other forts outside of Monterey.

For the account of the conduct and achievements of
the division under General Taylor, we have his own
despatch, clear, succinet, and satisfactory, as are all the
papers he has written concerning his operations.

¢ Sir :—I have now the honour to submit a detailed
report of the recent operations before Monterey, result-
ing in the capitulation of that city.

The information received on the route from Seralvo,
and particularly the continual appearance in our front
of the Mexican cavalry, which had a slight skirmish
with our advance at the village of Ramas, induced the
belief, as we approached Monterey, that the enemy
would defend that place. Upon reaching the neigh-
bouthood of the city on the morning of the 19th of
September, this belief was fully confirmed. It was
ascertained that he occupied the town in force ; that a
large work had been constructed commanding all the
northern approaches; and that the Bishop’s Palace, and
some heights in its vicinity near the Saltillo road, had
also been fortified, and occupied with troops and artil-
lery. It was known, from information previously re-
ceived, that the eastern approaches were commanded
by several small works in the lower edge of the city.

The configuration of the heights and gorges in the
direction of the Saltillo road, as visible from the point
attained by our advance on the morning of the 19th, led
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me to suspect that it was practicable to turn all the
works in that direction, and thus cut off the enemy’s
line of communication. After establishing my camp at
the ¢ Walnut Springs,’ three miles from Monterey, the
nearest suitable position, it was, accordingly, my first
care to order a close reconnoissance of the ground in
question, which was executed on the evening of the
19th, by the engineer officers under the direction of
Major Mansfield. A reconnoissance of the eastern ap-
proaches was at the same time made by Captain Wil-
liams, topographical engineer. The examination made
by Major Mansfield proved the entire practicability of
throwing forward a column to the Saltillo road, and thus
turning the position of the enemy. Deeming this to be
an operation of essential importance, orders were given
to Brevet Brigadier-General Worth, commanding the
second division, to march with his command on the
20th ; to turn the hill of the Bishop’s Palace : to occupy
a position on the Saltillo road, and to carry the enemy’s
detachied works in that quarter, where practicable. The
first regiment ef Texas mounted volunteers, under com-
mand of Colonel Hays, was associated with the second
division on this service. Captain Sanders, engineers,
and Lieutenant Meade, topographical engineers, were
also ordered to report to General Worth for duty with
his column.

At two o’clock p. M. on the 20th, the 2d division took
up its march. It was soon discovered, by officers who
were reconnoitering the town, and communicated to
General Worth, that its movement had been perceived,
and that the enemy was throwing reinforcements towards
the Bishop’s Palace, and the height which commands it.
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To divert his attention as far as practicable, the 1st
division, under Brigadier-General Twiggs, and field
division of volunteers, under Major-General Butler, were
displayed in front of the town until dark. Arrange-
ments were made at the same time to place in battery,
during the night, at a suitable distance from the enemy’s
main work, the citadel, two twenty-four-pound howit-
zers, and a ten-inch mortar, with a view to open a fire
on the following day, when I proposed to make a diver-
sion in favour of General Worth’s movement. The 4th
infantry covered this battery during the night. General
Worth had in the mean time reached and occupied, for
the night, a defensive position just without range of a
battery above the Bishop’s Palace, having made a re-
connoissance as far as the Saltillo road.

Before proceeding to report the operations of the 21st
and the following days, I beg leave to state that I shall
mention in detail only those which were conducted
against the eastern extremity of the city, or elsewhere,
under my immediate direction, referring you. for the
particulars of General Worth’s operations, which were
entirely detached, to his own full report transmitted
herewith.

Early on the morning of the 21st, I received a note
from General Worth, written at half past nine o’clock
the night before, suggesting what I had already intended,
a strong diversion against the centre and left of the town,
to favour his enterprise against the heights in rear.
The infantry and artillery of the 1st division, and the
field division of volunteers, were ordered under amns,
and took the direction of the city, leaving one company
of each regiment as a camp guard. The second dra-
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goons, under Lieutenant-Colonel May, and Colonel
Woods’ regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, under
the immediate direction of General Henderson, were
directed to the right to support General Worth, if ne-
cessary, and to make an impression, if practicable, upon
the upper quarter of the city. Upon approaching the
mortar battery, the 1st and 3d regiments of infantry, and
battalion of Baltimore and Washington volunteers, with
Captain Bragg’s field battery—the whole under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Garland—were directed
towards the lower part of the town, with orders to make
a strong demonstration, and carry one of the enemy’s
advanced works, if it could be done without too heavy
loss. Major Mansfield, engineers, and Captain Wil-
liams and Lieutenant Pope, topographical engineers,
accompanied thiseolumn, Major Mansfield being charged
with its direction, and the designation of points of attack.

In the mean time, the mortar, served by Captain Ram-
say, of the ordnance, and the howitzer battery under
Captain Webster, 1st artillery, had opened their fire
upon the citadel, which was deliberately sustained, and
answered from the work., General Butler’s division
had now taken up a position in rear of this battery, when
the discharges of artillery, mingled finally with a rapid
fire of small arms, showed that Lieutenant Garland’s
command had become warmly engaged. I now deemed
it necessary to support this attack, and accordingly
ordered the 4th infantry, and three regiments of Gene-
ral Butler’s division, to march at once, by the left flank,
ip the direction of the advanced work at the lower ex-
tremity of the town, leaving one regiment (lst Ken-
tucky) to eover the mortar and howitzer battery. By
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some mistake, two companies of the 4th infantry did
not receive this order, and, consequently, did not join
the advance companies until some time afterwards.
Lieutenant-Colonel Garland’s command had ap-
proached the town in a direction to the right of the ad-
v?nced work (No. 1,) at the north-eastern angle of the
city, and the engineer officer, covered by skirmishers,
had succeeded in entering the suburbs and gaining
cover. The remainder of this command now advanced
and entered the town under a heavy fire of artillery from
the eitadel and the works on the left, and of musketry
from the houses and small works in front. A movement
to the right was attempted, with a view to gain the rear
of No. 1, and carry that work, but the troops were so
much exposed to a fire which they:comlid not effectually
return, and had already sustained sueh severe loss, par-
ticularly in officers, that it was deemed best to withdraw
them to a more secure position. Captain Backus, 1st
infantry, however, with a portion of his own and other
companies, had gained the roof of a tannery, which
looked direetly into the gorge of No. 1, and from which
he poured a most destructive fire into that work and
upon the strong building in its rear. This fire happily co-
incided in point of time with the advance of @ portion
of the volunteer division upon No. 1, and contributed
largely to the fall of that strong and important work.
The three regiments of the volunteer division, under
the immediate command of Major-General Butler, had
in the mean time advanced in the direction of No. 1.
The leading brigade, under Brigadier-General Quitman,

continued its advance upon that work, preceded by

three companies of the 4th infantry, while General But-
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ler, with the 1st Ohio regiment, entered the town to the
right. The companies of the 4th infantry had advanced
within short range of theswork, when they were received
by a fire that almost in one moment struck down one-
third of the officers and men, and rendered it necessary
fo retire and effect a conjunction with the two other
companies then advancing. General Quitman’s brigade,
though suffering most severely, particularly in the Ten-
nessee regiment, continued its advance, and finally car-
ried the work in handsome style, as well as the strong
building in its rear. Five pieces of artillery, a consi-
derable supply of ammunition, and thirty prisoners, in-
cluding three officers, fell into our hands.
Major-General Butler, with the 1st Ohio regiment,
after entering thefedge of the town, discovered that no-
thing was to.betaceomplished in his front, and at this
point, yielding to the suggestions of several officers, I
ordered a retrograde movement; but learning almost
immediately from one of my staff, that the battery No.
1 was in our possession, the order was countermanded,
and I determined to hold the battery and defenses al-
ready gained. General Butler, with the 1st Ohio regi-
ment, then entered the town at a point farther to the
left, and marched in the direction of the battery No. 2.
While making an examination with a view to ascertain
the possibility of catrying this second work by storm,
the general was wounded and soon after compelled to
quit the field. As the strength of No. 2, and the heavy
musketry fire flanking the approach, rendered it im-
possible to carry it without great Joss, the 1st Ohio regi-
ment was withdrawn from the town.
Fragments of the various regiments engaged were
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now under cover of the captured battery and some
buildings in its front and on the right. The field bat-
tery of Captains Bragg and Ridgely was also partially
covered by the battery. An incessant fire was kept on
this position from battery No. 2, and other works on its
right, and from the citadel on all our approaches. Gene-
ral Twiggs, though quite unwell, joined me at this point,
and was instrumental in causing the artillery captured
from the enemy to be placed in battery, and served by
Captain Ridgely, against No. 2, until the arrival of
Captain Webster’s howitzer battery, which took its place.
In the mean time, I directed such men as could be col-
lected of the 1st, 3d, and 4th regiments and Baltimore
battalion, to enter the town, penetrating to the right,
and carry the second battery if possible. This com-
mand, under Lieutenant-Colonel «Garland, advanced
beyond the bridge ¢Purisima,” when, finding it im-
practicable to gain the rear of the second battery, a
portion of it sustained themselves for some time in that
advanced position; but as no permanent impression
could be made at that point, and the main object of the
general operation had been effected, the command, in-
cluding a section of Captain Ridgely’s battery, which
had joined it, was withdrawn to battery No. 1. During
the absence of this column, a demonstration of cavalry
was reported in the direction of the citadel. Captain

Bragg, who was at hand, immediately galloped ivith his
battery to s suitable position, from which a few dis-
charges effectually dispersed the enemy. Captain Mil-
ler, 1st infantry, was despatched with a mixed command
to support the battery on this service. The enemy’s

lancers had previously charged upon the Ohio and a part
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of the Mississippi regiments, near some fields at a dis-
tance from the edge of the town, aid had been repulsed
with considerable loss. - A demonstration of cavalry on
the opposite side of the river was also dispersed in the
course of the afternoon by Captain Ridgely’s battery,
and the squadrons returned to the city. At the ap-
proach of evening all the troops that had been engaged
were ordered back to the camp, except Captain Ridgely’s
battery and the regular infantry of the first division, who
were detailed as a guard for the works during the night,
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Garland. One
battalion of the 1st Kentucky regiment was ordered to
reinforce this command. Intrenching tools were pro-
cured, and additional strength was given to the works,
and protection to the men, by working-parties during
the night, under the direction of Lieutenant Scarritt,
engineers.

The main object proposed in the morning had been
effected. A powerful diversion had been made to favour
the operations of the 2d division, one of the enemy’s
advanced works had been carried, and we now had a
strong foot-hold in the town. But this had not been
accorﬁplished without a very heavy loss, embracing
some of our most gallant and accomplished officers.
Captain Williams, topographical engineers; Lieute-
nants Terrett and Dilworth, 1st infantry; Lieutenant
Woods, 2d infantry ; Captains Morris and Field, Brevet-
Major Barbour, Lieutenants Irwin and Hazlitt, 3d in-
tantry ; Lieutenant Hoskins, 4th infantry; Lieutenant-
Colonel Watson, Baltimore battalion; Captain Allen
and Lieutenant Putnam, Tennessee regiment, and Lieu-
tenant Hett, Ohic regiment, were killed, or have since
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died of wounds received in this engagement, while the
number and rank of the officers wounded gives addi-
tional proof of the obstinacy of the contest, and the good
conduct of our troops. The number of killed and
wounded incident to the operations in the lower part of
the city on the 21st is 394,

Early in the morning of this day (21st) the advance
of the 2d division had encountered the enemy in force,
and after a brief but sharp conflict, repulsed him with
heavy loss. General Worth then succeeded in gaining
a position on the Saltillo road, thus cutting the enemy’s
line of communication. From this position the two
heights south of the Saltillo road were carried in succes-
sion, and the guns taken in one of them turned upon
the Bishop’s Palace. These important successes were
fortunately obtained with comparatively small loss:
Captain McKavett, 8th infantry, being the only officer
killed.

The 22d day of September passed without any active
operations in the lower part of the city. The citadel
and other works continued to fire at parties exposed to
their range, and at the work now occupied by our treops.
The guard left in it the preceding night, except Captain
Ridgely’s company, was relieved at midday by General
_ Quitman’s brigade. Captain Bragg’s battery was thrown
under cover in front of the town, to repel any demon-
stration of cavalry in thfat quarter. At dawn of day the
height above the Bishop’s Palace was carried, and soon
after meridian the palace itself was taken, and its guns
turned upon the fugitive garrison. The object for which
the 2d division was detached had thus been completely
accomplished, and 1 felt confident that with a strong

THE WAR.

- General Taylor's despatch.

force occupying the road and heights in .his rt.aar, and a
good position below the city in}.l 0111" possession, the enemy
not possibly maintain the town.
cogiri:g I‘Z‘ne night of the 22d the enemy fevscuatted
nearly all his defenses in the lo'wer part o.t e fc]tg.
This was reported to me early in the morning o 3
23d, by General Quitman, who ha_d alrez'ldy med1tat-e
an assault upon those works. I 1mme(‘hate'3]y se'nt in-
structions to that officer, leaving it to his discretion to
enter the city, covering his men by thf._‘ houses and walls,
and advancé carefully so far as he might deem prudent.
After ordering the remainder of the troops asa re-I
serve, under the orders of Brigadier-Gene_ral Tﬁqﬁgs}l :
repaired to the abandoned \\'orkg, and discovere dt ﬂ::
a portion of General Quitman’s b.ngade l.lad entere de
town, and were successfully forcing their way tmfi'ar s
the principal plaza. I then ordered up the 2d rfl_»glme.th
of Texas mounted volunteers, th? entered the city; dis-
mounted, and, under the immediate .orslers o,f ngeral
Henderson, co-operated with General Quitman’s ’bngzatc.le(i
Captain Bragg’s battery was alst? or(‘lered up,lsupportttle
by the 3d infantry, and after finng iolr some time at the
cathedral, a portion of it was likewise thrown into the
Our troops advanced from house to house, and

city.
: until they reached a street but one

from square to square, Unti _ (5 e
square in rear of the prmm_pal p}aza, in and n s
the enemy’s force was mainly concentr?ted. is a

vance was conducted vigorously, but with due cautmn{i
and although destructive to the en?my,lwas'attendt?

with but small loss on our part. (,aptzu'n Rfdgely, in
the mean time, had served a captured piece 1n battery
No. 1 against the city, until the advance of our men
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rendered it imprudent to fire in the direction of tl
cathedral. I was now satisfied that we could 00 o
successfully in the city, and that the enemy had P?ﬂte
from. the lower portion of it to make a stan}:l beh'recllrl?d"
barricades. As General Quitman’s brigade had ‘L)l: "
duty the previous night, I determined to withdm:’n E"
tr?olas to the evacuated works, and concert with (; f t"e
V\.orth. a combined attack upon the town. Th :lleml
accordingly fell back deliberately in goc;d ()r(;3 i
res.sumed their original positions, Generﬁl Qllftrl;an’d
brigade being relieved after nightfall by that of Crenan ?
I—I;nu_er. On my return to camp I met an officer e“;]
thF- ll{telligence that General Worth, indueed b'wtllt
firing in the lower part of the city, x\?as about m)k' .
an attack at the upper extremitv,.which had a]soab l-ng
evacuated by the enemy to a considerable distan te];
regr?ied that this information had not reached me (l;e-f :
leaving the city, but still deemed it inexpedient to c:he 1
my orders, and accordingly returned to cam Aange
from General Worth, written at eleven o’cloc]I;'P N m')te
formed me that he had advanced to within a short dl[ ‘It."ln'
of the principal plaza, and that the mortar {whic;: aﬁcg
been S(.?Ilt to his division in the morning) was doin odi
execution within effective range of the enemy’s pfsi%i -
‘Dcsmng to make no farther attempt upon the ‘0'?.
without complete concert as to the-lines and mod s of
applroach, Iinstructed that officer to suspend his a(_tl)L A
until I could have an interview with him 01; tk Va? cle
low ng morning, at his head-quarters. C
: Early in the morning of the 24th I received through
(/olc_mel Moreno, a communication from General Ali-
pudia, proposing to evacuate the town; which, with the
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answer, were forwarded with my first despateh. I ar-
ranged with Colonel Moreno 2 cessation of fire until
twelve o’clock, at which hour I would receive the an-
swer of the Mexican general at General Worth’s head-
quarters, t0 which I soon repaired. In the mean time,
General Ampudia had signified to General Worth his
desire for a personal interview with me, to which 1
acceded, and which finally resulted in a capitulation,
placing the town and materiel of war, with certain ex-
ceptions, In our possession.

For the operations of General Worth, we have the
following account by an intelligent eye witness.

« At two p. M. of the 20th, General Worth marched
from the camp, east of the town, in the direction of the
heights west, McCulloch’s and Gillespie’s companies of
rangers forming the reconnoitering party. At night, the
division bivouacked almost within range of the guns
stationed upon the highest point of the hill on which the
Bishop’s Palace 18 Gtuated. At daylight of the 21st,
the column was again in motion, and in a few moments,
was turning the point of a ridge, which protruded out
toward the enemy’s guns, bringing us as near to them
as their gunners could desire. They immediately opened
upon the column with a howitzer and twelve-pounder,
firing shell and round-shot as fast as they could discharge.
their pieces.

The road now wound in toward a gorge, but not
far enough to be out of range of their guns, which still
played upon us. Another ridge lay about three-fourths
of a mile beyond the first, around the termination of
which the road wound, bringing it under the lofty sum-
mit of a height which rises between Palace Hill and the
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mountains, which arise over us op the west, When the
head of the column approached this ridge, a body of
Mexican cavalry came dashing around that point to
charge upon our advance, Captain Gillespie immedi-
ately ordered his men to dismount and place themselyes
in ambush. The enemy evidently did not Perceive this
manceuver ; but the moment they came up, the Texans
opened upon them a most destructive fire, unsaddling a
number of them. MecCulloch’s company now dashed
into them. Captain C. F. Smith’s camp, and Captain
Scott’s camp of artillery, (acting as infantry,) and Lieu

tenant Longstreet’s company of the eighth infantry, with
another company of the same regiment, likewise charged
upon the enemy. The Texan horsemen were soon
engaged with them in a sort of hand-to-hand skirmish,
in which a number of them fell, and one Texan was
killed and two wounded.

Colonel Duncan now opened upon them with his
battery of light artillery, pouring a few discharges of
grape upon them, and scattering them like chaff. Seve-
ral men and horses fell under this destructive fire, I
saw one horse and rider bound some feet into the air,
and both fell dead and tumbled down the steep. The
foot companies above named then rushed up the steep,
and fired over the ridge at the retreating enemy, a con-
siderable body of whom were concealed from our view,
around the point of the hill. About thirty of the enemy
were killed in this skirmish, and among them a captain,
who, with two or three others, fell in the road. The
captain was wounded in three Places, the last shot hittip
him in the forehead, He fought gallantly to the last,
and I am sorry that T cannot learn his name.
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