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Bravery of the American troops.

one ten-inch mortar, two twenty-four-pound howitzers,
and four light field batteries of four guns each—the
mortar being the only piece suited to the operations of
a siege. The American loss was twelve officers and
one hundred eight men killed, thirty-one officers and
three hundred and thirty-seven men wounded. The
loss of the enemy was much greater.

The storming of Monterey requires no comment. A
city surrounded by high massive walls which supported
strong redoubts, with every street swept by cross fires
of artillery, and every house a fortification in itself, was
attacked and carried by an army numbering scarcely
more than half of the defenders, inferior in artillery and
small arms, and obliged to divide its small force to resist
the cannonade of another fortification, the Bishop’s
Palace, nearly as strong as the city itself.

Such an event can only be attributed to the national
coolness and intrepidity of the assailants, aided by their
good discipline, the example of their officers and the
unsurpassed ability of their commanding general. The
glory of the victors at Cuidad Rodrigo pales before
that of the Amerieans at Monterey. o

The troops of General Taylor proved themselves to
be possessed of a still higher attribute of the soldier than
the most fearless bravery : the finer feelings of men calm
in the moment of victory, and possessed of minds prin-
cipled of humanity, whieh the most desperate resistance
could not excite to a single deed of cruelty. In their
retreat from Monterey, the enemy destroyed every thing
in their route that might be of service to the invading
army. The water streams were stopped or filled up,
the wells destroyed, provisions carefully removed, and

Paredes.
even private property ruthlessly consumed by the torch.
Meanwhile, they made every effort to organize a new army
in the interior, and declared that the loss of Monterey was
owing only to the incapacity of Ampudia, who was ordered
to be tried by court-martial.  General Herrera had been
president of Mexico when the war was first threatened,
but his inclination to aveid hostilities had caused him to
be deprived of power, and Paredes assumed the reins of
government, and the responsibility of the war. Being
unsuccessful, however, he lost caste with his countrymen,
who now began to look for another ruler. Several lead-
ers presented themselves, each at the head of a small




100 THE WAR.

Santa Apna lands at Vera Cruz

army, and each breathing implacable hostility to the
United States. In the mean time a party had arisen
favourable to the recall of Santa Anna, who had been
exiled in 1844, and was living at Havana. A pro-
clamation was issued at Mexico, inviting the return of
all Mexicans faithful to their country, Santa Anna being
named as one, and appointed general-in-chief; and call-
ing for a meeting of a congress of representatives to be
chosen according to the repudiated constitution of 1824,
under which Mexico was a federal republic, similar to
that of the United States. This was the production of
General Salas, who was the avowed supporter of Santa
Anna, and who had been elevated to the presidency.
On the 16th of August, Santa Anna landed at Vera
Cruz, having been allowed to pass the American block-
ading squadron, in the British mail steamer Arab. On
the 14th of September, when he had reached Ayotla,
he received and accepted a commission appointing him
supreme dictator. On the next day he entered the capital
and was received with every demonstration of joy and
confidence. He issued a proclamation callinggapon the
people to support him in defending the country. The
American government had refused to sanction the con-
ditional armistice of eight weeks, provided for by one
of the articles of capitulation at Monterey, and directed
General Taylor to resume hostilities. That officer there-
fore addressed a letter to Santa Anna notifying him of
the renewal of hostilities, and making a request for the
release of certain prisoners at San Luis Potosi. Santa
Anna acknowledged the receipt of the letter in a cour-
teous and dignified manner, acquiesced in the conclusion

of the armstice, and complied in a liberal manner with
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Tayler marches to Victoria

Sania Anna.

the request concerning the prisoners. He soon found
himself at the head of an army of twenty thousand men,
who regarded him as invineible.

Meanwhile, the Americans were not idle. General
Worth had moved with fifteen hundred men upon Sal-
tillo and taken it, and Parras had fallen into the hands
of Géneral Wool. In December, General Santa Anna
threatened to attack the American forces in Saltillo, and
General Urrea was reported to be in the vicinity of Vie-
toria. General Taylor marched to the latter place, which
he reached on the 30th of December. Here he received




