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Order of Canales,

guerillas. The butcheries perpetrated by these bands are
appalling, war without pity being their cardinal princi-
ple. The following manifesto taken from a captive of
the band of Canales, by Lieutenant Bee of Captain
Lamar’s Rangers. Canales is a graduate of a sanguinary
school, a robber chief by profession, and a cut-throat by
nature ; he is just the man to gloat over the barbarities
of such a war. The pretended necessity for retaliation
with which his proclamation commences refers to an
excess of vengeance perpetrated by a few disorderly
soldiers in a moment of excitement, occasioned by the
most dastardly murder of one of their comrades by two
of the band of Canales, who were found among the party
of Mexicans that were slain. Without this outrage,
however, the guerilla system would have been adopted,
as it has been in the Central States. The Mexicans
thémselves are not more free from outrage and plunder
at the hands of these bands than the Americans; and
many instances can be cited where the rnfortunate in-
habitants welcome the approach of their foes that they
may have protection from these their pretended friends.

«“J this day send to the adjutant inspector of the
National Guards the following instructions :

I learn, with the greatest indignation, that the Ameri-
cans have committed a most horrible massacre at the
rancho of the Guadalupe. They made prisoners, in their
own houses and by the side of their families, twenty-five
peaceable men, aiid immediately shot them. To repel
this class of warfare, which is not war but atrocity in all
its fury, there is no other course left us than retaliation;
and in order to pursue this method, rendered imperative
by the fatal circumstances above mentioned, you will
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immediately declare martial law, with the understanding
that eight days after the publication of the same every
individual who has not taken up arms (being capable of
so doing) shall be considered a traitor and instantly shot.

Martial law being in force, you are bound to give no
quarters to any American whom you may meet, or who
may present himself to you, even though he be without
arms. You are also directed to publish this to all the
towns in this state, forcibly impressing them with the
severe punishment that shall be inflicted for the least
omission of this order.

We have arrived at that state in which our country
requires the greatest sacrifices; her sons should glory in
nothing but to become soldiers, and as brave Mexicans
to meet the crisis. Therefore, if the army of invasion
continues, and our people remain in the towns which
they have molested, they deserve not one ray of sympa-
thy; nor should any one ever cease to make war upon
them. You will send a copy of this to each of your
subordinates, and they are authorized to proceed against
the chiefs of their squadrons, or against their colonels or
any other, even ‘against me, for any infraction of this
order—the only mode of salvation left. The enemy
wages war against us, and even against those peaceable
citizens who, actuated by improper impulses, desire to
remain quiet in their houses. Even these they kill,
without quarter; and this is the greatest favour they
may expect from them. The only alternative left us,
under these circumstances, is retaliation, which is the
strong right of the offended against the offending. To
carry this into effect, attach yourself to the authorities,
Your failing to do this will be considered a crime of the
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greatest magnitude. All the officers of the “troops are
directed to assist you in carrying out this order, and'it
is distinetly understood there shall be no exceptions.
Neither the clergy, military, citizens, nor other persons,
shall enjoy the privilege of remaining peaceably at their
homes. The whole of the corporation shall turn out
with the citizens, leaving solely as authority of the town
one of the members who is over the age of sixty years;
at the same time, if all of the'members are capable of
bearing arms, then none shall be excepted; leaving to
aet some one who is incapable of military service, You
yourself must be an example to others, by conform‘ing
to this requisition. And I send this to you for publica-
tion, and charge you to see it executed in every par-
ticular, and communicate it also to the commanders‘ of
the squadrons in your city, who will aid you in carrying
into effect these instructions; and in fact you are directed
to do all and every thing which your patriotism may
prompt. God and liberty

We turn next to the sphere of operations of General
Winfield Scott, the commander-in-chief of the armies
of the United States. That officer sailed from New
York on the 30th of November, and reached the Rio
Grande on the 1st of January. His object was to cap-
ture the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan
d’Ulloa, the naval forces under Commodore Conner
seing intended to co-operate in the attack. As we have
seen, all the regular force was detached from General
Taylor’s command, and ordered to the general rendez-
vous at the island of Lobos, not very distant from Vera
Cruz, and the anchorage of the Gulf Squadron at Anton

Lizardo. The transports slowly gathered together at '
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that place the troops from the Brazos, from New Orleans,
and the north, cavalry, infantry, artillery, mortars, bomb-
ketches, shells and shot—in short, all the materiel ne-
cessary for the successful execution of the brilliant de-
signs of General Scott. At length the army, amounting
to about twelve thousand men, thoroughly equipped, re-
embarked on board of the transports numbering nearly
a hundred sail, and proceeded to effect a landing at
Vera Cruz. It became the duty of the navy to co-ope-
rate in the landing, and the particulars of the diseni-
barkation are given in the despatch of Commodore
Connery which we subjoin.

¢ After a joint reconnoissance, made by the general
and myself in the steamer Petrita, the beach due west
from Sacrificios, one of the points spoken of in my pre-
vious letters, was selected as the most suitable for the
purpose. The anchorage near this place heing ex-
tremely contracted, it became necessary, in order to
avoid crowding it with an undue number of vessels, to
transfer most of the troops to the vessels of war for trans-
portation to Sacrificios. Accordingly, on the morning of
the 9th, at daylight, all necessary preparations—such as
launching and numbering the boats, detailing officers,
&c.—having been previously made, this transfer was
commenced. The frigates received on board between
twenty-five and twenty-eight hundred men each, with
their arms and accoutrements, and the sloops and smaller
vessels number in proportion.

This part of the movement was completed very sue-
cessfully about eleven o’clock, a. M., and a few minutes
thereafter the squadron under my command, accom-

panied by the commanding general, in the steamship
6%
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Massachusetts, and such of the transports as had been
selected for the purpose, got under way. The weather
was very fine—indeed we could not have been more
favoured in this particular than we were. We had a
fresh, and yet gentle breeze from the south-east, and a
perfectly smooth sea. The passage to Sacrificios occu-
pied us between two and three hours. Each ship came
in and anchored without the slightest disorder or con-
fusion, in the small space allotted to her—the harbour
being still very much crowded, notwithstanding the
number of transports we had left behind. The disem-
barkation commenced on the instant. Whilst we were
transferring the troops from the ships to the serf-boats,
(sixty-five in number,) I directed the steamers Spitfire
and Vixen, and the five gun-boats, to form in a line
parallel with and close in to the beach, to cover the
landing. This order was promptly executed, and these
small vessels, from the lightness of their draught, were
enabled to take positions within good grape-range of the
shore. As the boats severally received their comple-
ments of troops, they assembled, in a line abreast, be-
tween the fleet and the gun-boats; and when all were
ready, they pulled in, together, under the guidance of a
number of the officers of the squadron, who had been
detailed for this purpose. General Worth commanded
this, the first line of the army, and had the satisfaction
of forming his command on the beach and neighbouring
heights just before sunset. Four thousand five hundred
men were thus thrown on shore, almost simultaneously.
No enemy appeared to offer us the slightest opposi-
tion. The first line being landed, the boats, in succes-

sive trips, relieved the men of war and transports of
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their remaining troops, by ten o’clock, . . The whole
army, (save a few straggling companies,) consisting of
upwards of ten thousand tnen, were ‘thus safely deposited
on‘shore, without the slightest accident of any kind. The
officers and seamen under my command, vied with each
other on this occasion, in a zealous and energetic per-
formance of their duty. I cannot but express to the
d(_)pamr_mm the great satisfaction I have derived from
witnessing their efforts to contribute all in thejr power to
the success of their more fortunate brethren of the army.
The weather still continuing fine, to-day we were en-
gaged .in landing the artillery, horses, provisions, and
othe_r.materie]. The steamer New Orleans, witl; the
LOTJIS]&H& regiment of volunteers, eight hundred strong
arrived most opportunely at Anton Lizardo, just as w;
had put ourselves in motion. She joined us, and her
troops were landed with the rest.”’

“The brilliant scene,” says the Rev. F. M. Taylor
n his new work, “ The Broad Pennant,” < the brillian;
scene presented by the disembarkation of our army of
twelve thousand men from the ships, so successfully and
beautifully conducted, might well excite the admiration
and claim the interested gaze of the beholders, The scene
has never been equalled on the continent of America,
and_no disembarkation on record can have surpassed if’:
for its successful accomplishment. It has beep com-
parc.*d \\'I-Lh the landing of the French expedition against
Algiers, in 1830, which is said to have been one of the
111(:}.51 complete armaments, in every respect, that ever
left Europe. That expedition had been prepared with

lab?ur, altention, and experience ; and nothing had been
omitted to insure success, particularly in the means and
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facilities for landing the troops. Its disembarkation
took place in a wide bay, which was more favourable
than an open beach directly on the ocean; and, as in
the present instance, 1t was made without any resistance
on the part of the enemy. Yet only nine thousand men
were landed the first day, and thirty to forty lives were
lost by accidents or upsetting of boats; whereas on
the present occasion, twelve thousand were landed in
one day without the slightest accident or loss of a single
life. The great credit of this, of course belongs to the
navy, under whose orders and arrangements, and by
whose exertions it was effected, and reflects the highest
credit on Commodore Conner, and the gallant officers
and seamen belonging to the squadron.”

[t may not be amiss, before proceeding to give an
account of the siege, to subjoin a short extract from an
article descriptive of Vera Cruz, from the New York
Herald, the more especially as they serve to justify in
some degree the opinion entertained by the Mexicans
that it was impregnable.

«The fortifications consist of nine towers connected
together by means of a stone and mortar wall, which,
however, is not very thick. The two towers named
Santiago and Conception are the most important, as well
from their size and strength, as from the fact that by
their position they contribute much to the defense of the
port. They are situated at that portion of the walls
looking toward the castle of San Juan, and are distant
from each other one thousand two hundred and seventy
varas. The other towers, including the one called San
Fernando, are almost equal in shape, size, and strength.

All of them can mount one hundred pieces of artillery
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of various sizes; and save those of the middle ones,
their fires all cross in front of the guard-houses, the ex-
ternal walls of which form part of the walls which sur-
round the city.

Having completed the investment of the city, General
Scott sent a summons to the commander to surrender,
that Vera Cruz might be saved “from the imminent
hazard of demolition—its gallant defenders from a use-
less effusion of blood, and its peaceful inhabitants—
women and children, inclusive—from the inevitable
horrors of a triumphant assault.’”’ He offered in case
the city and castle had separate commanders; and
the former were surrendered, to agree not to fire a
shot from the city upon the castle, unless the castle
should previously fire upon the city. The answer to
this summons was the announcement of the determina-
tion of Don Juan Morales to defend both the city and
the castle to the last.

Seven ten-inch mortars being in battery, opened upon
the city on the receipt of this reply, and the small ves-
sels of the squadron approached to within a mile and an
eighth of the city, and opened a fire upon it, which they
continued until called off by the commodore on the suc-
ceeding day. On the 23d, three other mortars were
added to the seven already at work; on the 24th an-
other battery, commanded by officers of the navy, con-
sisting of three thirty-two-pounders and three eight-inch
Paixhan guns, all landed from the squadron, was opened
with great activity. On the 25th, a new battery, mount-
ing four twenty-four-pounders and two eight-inch Paix-
han guns, was opened with great effect, making five
batteries in awful activity. Such a terrible effect had
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now been produced upon the city as to make its early
fall inevitable. On the 24th, the consuls of the European
powers sent a memorial to General Scott, asking for a
truce, in order that neutrals and women and children
might withdraw from the city. 'This request, preferred
after they had despised the early warning of General
Scott to retire, was of course refused.

On the morning of the 26th, General Landero, on
whom General Morales had devolved the comman,
made overtures which resulted in a capitulation signed
on the evening of that day. On the 29th of March, the
flag of the United States was raised in triumph over the
city and castle of Vera Cruz. There was one drawback
to the joy felt on this occasion, regret for the loss of
the brave and pious Captain John R. Vinton of the 3d
artillery.* General Scott writes on the 23d as follows:
“Including the preparation and defense of the bat-
teries, from the beginning—now many days—and

* John R. Vinten, who had been brevetted a major at the time he
fell, although without his knowledge of the promotion, was one of the
most valuable officers in the army. He was educated at West Point,
eommissioned at seventcen, employed for several years on topographical
duty on the Atlantic coast, and in Canada, adjutant under General
Eustis, aid to General Brown, and having served with distinetion in the
Seminole war, and particularly at the battle near Lake Monroe, he finally
raised his military reputation to the highest point at the siege of Mon-
terey. Here he was with General Worth’s division, and accompanied
the troops as they passed so long under fire from the two heights, in the
storming of those heights, the capture of the palace, and the subsequent
street assault, where the soldiers dug th rough the walls of houses amid
a continual fire of musketry from the house tops.

Vinton was not only highly distinguished as an officer, but he was
profoundly learned, skilled in the fine arts, and a man of umquestionable

piety.
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notwithstanding the heavy fire of the enemy, from city
and castle—we have only had four or five men wounded,
and one officer and one man killed, in or near the
trenches. That officer was Captain John R. Vinton, of
the United States 3d artillery, one of the most talented,
accomplished, and effective members of the army, and
who was highly distinguished in the brilliant operations
at Monterey. He fell, last evening, in the trenches, where
he was on duty as field and commanding officer, uni-
versally regretted. I have just attended his honoured
remains to a soldier’s grave—in full view of the enemy
and within reach of his guns.

As soon as Commodore Perry perceived the land
forces engaged, he ordered Captain Tatnall, with what
is called the ¢ Mosquito Fleet,” consisting of the steam-
ers Spitfire and Vixen, and five gun-boats, viz: Reefer,
Bonita, Tampico, Falconer, and Petrel, to attack. Cap-
tain Tatnall inquired at what point he should engage?
Commmodore Perry very emphatically replied, ¢ Where-
ever you can do the most execution, sir.”” Accordingly
the little fleet took position under a point of land known
as the ¢ Lime Kiln,”” about a mile from the city, where
they were protected from a point blank shot of the
castle. As soon as they got their position in line they
opened a fire of round shot and shell at a rapid rate,
and ‘hrew them ¢ handsomely’” into the town and Fort
Santiago.

The castle soon paid its respects to Captain Tatnall,
and the powerful engines of havoc and destruction were
now in full blast from every quarter, hurling their'dread-
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ful and deadly missiles into each other’s ranks in rapid
succession, which they kept up #ill about dark, when
the Mexican batteries comparatively ceased, and the
< Mosquito Fleet” also held off for the night.

At eight o’clock the party that were in the trenches
were relieved by another detail. The troops who re-
torned from the intrenchments Wwere literally covered
with smoke and dust, and so much disfigured that they
could not be recognized except by their voices. Shell
after shell exploded in their midst,; and shot after shot
threw barrels of earth from the embankments over their

heads as they lay in the trenches.

An incident occurred during the heaviest of the fire,
evincing the coolness of the American soldiers in time
of the greatest danger. A small party who had been

lying in the trenches all day, becoming tired of doing
nothing, as they said, were devising some means of pass-
ing away the time. At length one of them proposed a
game at cards, and hauled out an old greasy pack, and
some half dozen of them sat down in the ditch to play,
with nothing but tobacco for stakes. They became
much interested, and’it was not long before they forgot
all about cannon, bomb-shells, Mexican hatteries, or
any thing else but their tobacco and cards. It was not
long, however, before a thirteen inch shell fell on the
top of the embankment; the explosion completely
covered them with the earth ; they all serambled out as
quick as they could, and shaking the sand from their cloth-
ing, and cleaning it out from their eyes, one of them very
coolly yemarked, « Well, boys, I’ll be darned if that
didn’t come mighty near being a ten strike I

At daylight on the 923d, Captain Tatnall’s Mosquito
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Fleet weighed anchor, and under cover of a moon some-
what clouded, approached within six hundred yards of -
{he castle. As soon as they had got their respective
positions, they opened a broadside from the fleet, which
was answered by the castle with great spirit, both ' by
round shot and shell. Captain Tatnall continued the
engagement for about half an hour, although the signal
from the commodore’s ship, calling him off, had been
hoisted for some timeg; but was not seen on account of
a cloud of smoke which hung around the shipping.”

On the 256th, information was received in.camp that a
body of Mexicans were hanging in our rear, intending
to force the linesif possible and make their way mto the
city with a number of cattle. Colonel Harney, with one
hundred and twenty dragoons, was ordered out in search
of them, and report his observations. He discovered
them, about two thousand in number, intrenched at a
bridge, and supported by two pieces of artillery, three
miles from General Patterson’s head-quarters. Colonel
Harney started on his return, intending to prepare pro-
perly and attack them the next morning. But the gallant
soldier knowing that delays are dangerous, could not
bear the idea of leaving the enemy after having come
in sight of them without having a brush. Accordingly
he returned to the place, took a position where he could
watch their movements, and keep his men secure from
the enemy’s fire. The Mexicans commenced firing at
him, and threw a perfect shower of balls all around him,
but without injury.

Colonel Harney then despatched a messenger to camp
for a small reinforcement, and some artillery to break
the breastworks. He was reinforced from General Pat-




138 THE WAR.

Colonsel Harney's dragoon fight.

terson’s division by Lieutenant Judd, with two pieces
of artillery, about sixty dragoons, dismounted, and six
companies of the 1st and 2d Tennessee volunteers,
under the command of Colonel’ Haskell, accompanied
by General Patterson in person, although he did not
take the command from Colonel Harney, but merely
participated as any other individual who was engaged.
Colonel Harney then formed the Tennesseeans on the
right, his dragoons on the left, and advanced slowly to
draw the fire of the Mexicans, until Lieutenant Judd got
his artillery in such a position as he desired.

The movement succeeded admirably: Lieutenant
Judd got his ground within one hundred and fifty yards
of the Mexicans, and commenced firing—they attempted
to return it, but as soon as a slight breach was made in
the parapet, Colonel Harney ordered a charge, which
was answered by a yell from the dragoons and Tennes-
seeans. Colonel Haskell, Captain Cheatham, and Cap-
tain Foster, were the first men to leap over the breast-
work, and as a naval officer remarked, who witnessed
the whole affair, the balance went over so much like a
« thousand of brick,” that there was no telling who was
first or last. As might have been expected, the Mexi-
cans were unable to stand a charge from ¢the boys who
stood the fire of the Black Fort at Monterey.”

A few of the encumbrances were soon thrown out of
the way, and Colonel Harney, with his dragoons, leaped
the breastwork and gave chase. He had not proceeded
more than a mile before he found the enemy formed in
line to receive him. He immediately deployed, and
from the head of the line ordered a charge. When he
approached within about twenty yards of the enemy’s

THE WAR. 139

Colonel Harney's dragoon fight.

line they gave hima fire from their side-arms, but over-
shot. Then came the test of strength and skill—the
dragoon, with sword in hand, met the confiding lancer,
with pointed lance, ready to receive him. The contest-
was but for a short time.

In many instances lances were twisted from their
clenched hands; the Mexicans were unsaddled and
driven, helter-skelter, in every direction, and pursued
by the dragoons in detachments. Colonel Harney and
several of his officers met their men in, single combat,
but none of them received any injury except Lieutenant
Neill, adjutant of the regiment, who was wounded
severely in two places from his magnanimity in attempt-
ing to capture a Mexican instead of killing him. In
full run he overtook the retreating Mexican, and placing
his sword in front of him commanded him to surrender,
whereupon the Mexican drove his lance into his magnani-
mous adversary. As the lieutenant wheeled his horse
to'despatch him, another Mexican charged up and strueck
him with a lance. However, severely wounded ashe was
in two places, he conquered one of his foes, and a cor-
poral came up in time to ¢ settle accounts’ with the other.

In this affair Colonel Harney had four wounded and
one killed ; Lieutenant Judd had one killed ; and the
Tennesseeans had Messrs. Fox, Long, Woodly, and one
other of Captain McCown’s company, whose name I could
not ascertain, wounded. Mr. Young, a Texan ranger,
who was acting as guide, was also_wounded slightly.
Nineteen Mexicans were found dead at the bridge be-
hind the breastwork. Colonel Harney killed fifty and
wounded about the same number. The Mexican force
near two thousan » ; Colonel Harney’s about five hundred.
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Colonel Haskell, Captains Cheatham, Foster, Snead,
Licutenant judd, and all the officers and men in the-
command, are spoken of in the very highest terms by
Colonel Harney for their gallant conduct throughout the
whole affair.

On the 27th, Commodore Perry was preparing fo land
another battery of ten guns from the Ohio, but the
fecessity was obviated by the ratification by both parties
of the stipulations agreed upon by the commissioners.

The Mexicansisurrendered the city of Vera Cruz and
castle of San Juan de Ulloa, and the armaments and
munitions of war, together with their small arms. The
officers retained their side arms, and the whole surren-
dered as prisoners of war, and were allowed to retire into
the country on their parole, General Scott furnishing
them four days rations.

The surrender of the city took place on the 29th. The
Americans were drawnup in two lines facing each other,
and extending for more than a mile across the plain.
The Mexicans left the city with their national music
playing at ten o’clock, passed between the American lines,
laid down their colours and arms, and marched for the
interior. The Americans then entered the city with
their national music, the stars and stripes were saluted
by the batteries, the castle, and the fleet, (see opposite) as
they were flung to the breeze in the Plaza; General
Scott established his head-quarters at the place, and
General Worth became military governor of the city.

The effect of our shells;upon the city was now seem,
and proved to have been deplorable.

Hardly a house had escaped, and a large portion of
them were ruined. ~The shells had fallen through the
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