THE WAR.

American 1l aluted.

Colonel Haskell, Captains Cheatham, Foster, Snead,
Licutenant judd, and all the officers and men in the-
command, are spoken of in the very highest terms by
Colonel Harney for their gallant conduct throughout the
whole affair.

On the 27th, Commodore Perry was preparing fo land
another battery of ten guns from the Ohio, but the
fecessity was obviated by the ratification by both parties
of the stipulations agreed upon by the commissioners.

The Mexicansisurrendered the city of Vera Cruz and
castle of San Juan de Ulloa, and the armaments and
munitions of war, together with their small arms. The
officers retained their side arms, and the whole surren-
dered as prisoners of war, and were allowed to retire into
the country on their parole, General Scott furnishing
them four days rations.

The surrender of the city took place on the 29th. The
Americans were drawnup in two lines facing each other,
and extending for more than a mile across the plain.
The Mexicans left the city with their national music
playing at ten o’clock, passed between the American lines,
laid down their colours and arms, and marched for the
interior. The Americans then entered the city with
their national music, the stars and stripes were saluted
by the batteries, the castle, and the fleet, (see opposite) as
they were flung to the breeze in the Plaza; General
Scott established his head-quarters at the place, and
General Worth became military governor of the city.

The effect of our shells;upon the city was now seem,
and proved to have been deplorable.

Hardly a house had escaped, and a large portion of
them were ruined. ~The shells had fallen through the
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PRations issued to thepoor of Vera Crusz.

roofs and exploded inside, tearing every thing into
pieces—bursting through the partitions and blowing.out
the windows.

The killed and wounded among the soldiery was
very slight, about sixty in all; but the citizens suffered
severely. Itissaid that between six and seven hundred
men, women, and children were killed and wounded,
more than three hundred being killed.

A vast quantity of ammunition was found in the
work. The Mexicans, says a letter writer, left their
national pets behind in the castle, and our troops suf-
fered much annoyance from them last night. T allude,
of course, to fleas and other vermin.

Santiago Fort, that spiteful little place which played
so warmly upon our intrenchments, is a beautiful work,
with nine gunsin barbette, most of them fine English
pieces. In fact, most of their best ordnance is of English
manufacture, though they have some fine pieces made

«in the United States.

General Scott ordered ten thousand rations to be
issued to the suffering poor of Vera Cruz, and it was an
affecting scene to witness the erowd of half famished
creatures as they gathered timidly around to receive their
respective shares.

After some time spent in restoring the eity to clean-
liness from the discusting state of filth in which its
late possessors had left it, the Americans recruited
themselves from their fatigues. Before setting out for
the interior General Scott issued a manifesto declaring
his principle of non-interference with Mexican religion
and customs.

On the 1st of April the ‘army left Vera Cruz, and
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Description of Santa Anna's position.

advanced on the road to Mexico in high spirits, and-in
“the expectation of a speedy batile, as Santa Anna was
¥nown to be in the neighbourhood with a large force.
He had assembled another army after his defeatat Buena
Vista, and now retired before the advance of General
Scott to Puebla, stripped that city of every thing that
could be of service to his army, and finally took up a
strong ‘position at Cerro Gordo, awaiting the attack of
General Scott.

The following graphic description of the Mexican
general’s position, and General Scott’s arrangements, 1s
by a gentlemen who witnessed the battle.

«The road from Vera Cruz, as it passes the Plan del
Rio, which is a wide, racky bed of a once large stream,
is commanded by a series of high cliffs, rising one above
the other, and extending several miles, and all well
fortified. The road then debouches to the right, and,
curving around the ridge, passes over a high cliff, which
is completely enfiladed by forts and batteries. This
ridge is the commencement of the Terra Templada, the
upper or mountainous country. The high and rocky
ravine of the river protected the right flank of the posi-
tion, and a series of most abrupt and apparently impas-
sable mountains and ridges covered their left. Between
these points, running a distance of two or three miles, a
succession of strongly fortified forts bristled at every
turn, and-seemed to defy all bravery and skill. The

Cerro Gordo commanded the road on a gentle declina-
tion, like a glacis, for nearly a mile—an approach in
that direction was impossible. A front attack must have
terminated in the almost entire annihilation of our army.
But the enemy expected such an attack, confiding in the
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'despemte valour of our men, and believing that it was
impossible to turn their position to the :irvht or leﬁ-
Genef‘al Scott, however, with the eye of a skil?ul general'.
_percelve(l the trap set for him, and determined to avoi(;
it. He, therefore, had a road cut to the right, so as to
escape the front fire from the Sierra, and turn h'is, position
on the left flank. This movement was made known to
the enemy by a deserter from our camp, and:consequentl
a large increase of force under General Vega was sent tz
the forts on their left. General Scott, to cover his flank
movements, on the 17th of April, ordered forward
General Twiggs against the fort on the steep ascent, in
front and a little to the left of the Sierra. Colonel Iiar—
ney commanded this expedition, and, at the head of the
I‘]ﬂe? and some detachments of infantry and artiller
carried his position under a heavy fire of grape arIYt;
musketry. Having secured this position in front and
near the enemy’s strongest fortification, and havine b
incredible labour elevated one of our large guns togthz
top of the fort, General Seott prepared t;foilow up his
a\.dvanfagcs. A demonstration was made from this posi-
tl_on against another strong fort in the rear, and near the
Sierra, but the enemy were considered too strong and
the undertaking was abandoned. A like demonsf:'ation
was made by the enemy.” |

On the morning of the 18th, the army moved to the
a?t'fu:k in columns, and their success was rapid and de-
cisive. General Twiggs’s division assaulted the enem "l%
left, where he had remained during the night, and af{e\r
a slight resistance, carried the breastwork at’ the 7pt:oint
of the bayonet, and completely routed its defénders
Meanwhile Pillow’s brigade, accompanied by Generaj
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Battle of Cerro Gordo.

Shields, moved rapidly along the Jalapa road, and took
up a position to intercept the retreat of the Mexicans.
At the same time General Worth pushed forward toward
the left, to aid the movement of Twiggs. The rout was
total. Three thousand men, withfield and other officers,
surrendered, and an immense amount of small arms,
ordnance and batteries, were also captured. About six
thousand Megicans gained the rear of the Americans on
the Jalapa road, but were closely pursued. The Ame-
ricans lost two hundred and fifty in killed and wounded—
among the latter, General Shieids; the loss of the Mexi-
cans, exclusive of prisoners, was about one hundred more.

The following description of Twiggs’s attack upon
the Mexican fort, is from the account of an eye-witness:

«On the 18th, General Twiggs was ordered forward
from the position he had already captured, against the
fort which commanded the Sierra. Simultaneously an
attack on the fortifications on the enemy’s left was to be
made by Generals Shields and Worth’s divisions, who
moved in separate columns, while General Pillow ad-
vanced against the strong forts and difficult ascents on
the right of the enemy’s position. The enemy, fully
acquainted with General Scott’s intended movement,
had thrown large bodies of men into the various posi-
tions to be attacked. The most serious enterprise was
that of Twiggs, who advanced against the main fort that
commanded the Sierra. Nothing can be conceived more
difficult than this undertaking. The steep and rough
character of the ground, the constant fire of the enemy
in front, and the cross fire of the forts and batteries
which enfiladed our lines, made the duty assigned to
General Twiggs one of surpassing difficulty. '
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