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Battle of Churubusco.

been so much exposed in the road—the 11th regiment,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Graham, and the 14th, com-
manded by Colonel Trousdale, both of Cadwalader’s
brigade, Pillow’s division. About the same time, the
enemy, in front of Garland, after a hot-conflict of an
hour and a half, gave way, in a retreat towards the
capital.

The immediate result of this third signal triumph of
the day were three field-pieces, one hundred and ninety-
two prisoners, much ammunition and two colours, taken
in the fefe de pont.

As the concurrent attack upon the convent favoured
physically and morally, the assault upon the fete de pont,
so, reciprocally, no doubt, the fall of the latter, contri-
buted to the capture of the former. The two works
were only some four hundred and fifty yards apart; and
as soon as we were in possession of the fefe de pont, a cap-
tured four-pounder was turned and fired—first by Captain
Larkin Smith, and next by Lieutenant Snelling, both of
the 8th infantry—several times upon the convent. In
the same brief interval, Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan,
(also of Worth’s division,) gallantly brought two of his
guns to bear, at a short range, from the San Antonio
road, upon the principal face of the work, and on the
tower of the church, which, in the obstinate contest had
been often refilled with some of the best sharp-shooters
of the enemy.

Finally, twenty minutes after the fefe de pont had been
carried by Worth and Pillow, and at the end of a des-
perate conflict of two hours and a half, the church or
convent—the citadel of the strong line of defense along
the rivulet of Churubusco—yielded to Twiggs’s division,
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and threw out, on all sides, signals of surrender. The
white flags, however, were not exhibited until the mo-
ment when the 3d infantry, under Captain Alexander,
had cleared the way by fire and bayonet, and had
entered the work. Captain J. M. Smith and Lieutenant
0. L. Shepherd, both of that regiment with their com
panies, had the glory of leading the assault. The former
received the surrender, and Captain Alexander instantly
hung out from a balcony, the colours of the gallant 3d.
Major Dimick, with a part of the 1st artillery, serving
as infantry, entered nearly abreast with the leading
troops.

Lieutenant J. F. Irons, 1st artilléry, aid-de-camp to
Brigadier-General Cadwalader, a young officer of great
merit, *and conspicuous in battle, on several previous
occasions, received, in front of the work, a mortal
wound. (Since dead.)

Captain Taylor’s field battery, attached to Twiggs’s di-
vision, opened its effective fire, at an early moment, upon
the out-works of the convent and the tower of its church.
Exposed to the severest fire of the enemy, the captain,
his officers and men, won universal admiration; but at
length much disabled in men and horses, the battery

was, by superior orders, withdrawn from the action thirty
minutes before the surrender of the convent.

These corps, excepting Taylor’s battery, belonged to
the brigade of Brigadier-General Smith, who closely
directed the whole attack in front, with his habitual
coolness and ability ; while Riley’s brigade—the 2d
and 7th infantry, under Captain T. Morris and Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Plympton, respectively, vigorously en-
gaged the right of the work and part of itsrear. At the
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The fourth victory.

moment, the rifles, belonging to Smith’s, were detached
in support of Brigadier-General Shields on our extreme
left, and the 4th artillery, acting as infantry, under
Major Gardner, belonging to Riley’s brigade had been
left in charge of the camp, trophies, &c., at Contreras.
Twiggs’s division, at Churubusco, had thus been deprived
of 1?16 services of two of its most gallant and effective
regiments.

The immediate results of this victory were :—the cap-
ture of seven field-pieces, some ammunition, one colour,
three generals, and one thousand two hundred and sixty-
one prisoners, including other officers.

The capture of the enemy’s citadel was the fourth
great achievement of our arms in the same day.

It has been stated that, some two hours and half be-
fore, Pierce’s, followed closely by the volunteer brigade
both under the command of Brigadier-General ShLiﬂd;
had been detached to our left to turn the enemy’s works ’
—to prevent the escape of the garrisons, and to oppos;
the extension of the enemy’s numerous corps, from the
rear, upon and around our left.

Considering the inferior numbers of the two brigades
the objects of the movement were difficult to accomi
plish. Hence the reinforcement (the rifles, &c.,) sent
forward a little later. N

In a winding march of a mile around to the right, this
temporary division found itself on the edge of an open
wet meadow, near the road from San Antonio to the
rapital, and in the presence of some four thousand of the
enemy’s infantry, a little in rear of Churubusco, on
that road. Istablishing the right at a strong building
Shields extended his left, parrallel to the road, to oubt:
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flank the enemy towards the capital. But the enemy
extending his right, supported by three thousand cavalry,
more rapidly, (being favoured with better ground,) in
the same direction, Shields concentrated the division
about a hamlet, and determined to attack in front. The
battle was long, hot, and varied ; but ultimately success
crowned the zeal and gallantry of our troops, ably
directed by their distinguished commander, Brigadier-
General Shields. The 9th, 12th, and 15th regiments,
under Colonel Ransom, Captain Wood and Colonel
Morgan, respectively, of Pierce’s brigade, (Pillow’s divi-
sion,) and the New Vork and South Carolina volunteers,
under Colonels Burnett and Butler, respectively, of
Shields’s own brigade, (Quitman’s division,) together
with the mountain howitzer battery, now under Lieu-
tenant Reno, of the ordnance COTpS, all shared in the
glory of this action—our fifth victory in the same day.

Brigadier-General Pierce, from the hurt of the even-
ing before—under pain and exhaustion—fainted in the
action. Several other changes in command, occurred
on this field. Thus, Colonel Morgan, being severely
wounded, the command of the 15th infantry devolved
on Lieutenant-Colonel Howard. Colonel Burnet, re-
ceiving a like wound, the command of the New York
volunteers fell to Lieutenant-Colonel Baxter; and, on
the fall of the lamented Colonel P. M. Butler—earlier
badly wounded, but continuing to lead nobly in the
hottest part of the battle—the command of the South
Carolina volunteers devolved first, on Lieutenant-Colonel
Dickinson, who being severely wounded (as before in
the seige of Vera Cruz,) the regiment ultimately fell
under the orders of Major Gladden.
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Pursuit of the enemy.

Licutenants David Adams and W. R. Williams, of
the same corps ; Captain Augustus Quarles and Lieu-
tenant J. B. Goodman, of the 15th, and Lieutenant E.
Chandler, New York volunteers—all gallant officers,
nobly fell in the same action.

Shields took three hundred and eighty prisoners, in-
cluding officers, and it cannot be doubted that the rage
of the conflict between him and the enemy, just in the
rear of the fefe de pont and the convent, had some in-
fluence on the surrender of those formidable defenses.

As soon as the fefe de pont was carried, the greater
part of Worth’s and Pillow’s forces passed that brigade
in rapid pursuit of the flying enemy. These distin-
guished generals, coming up with Brigadier-General
Shields, now also victorious, the three continued to
press upon the fugitives to within a mile and a half of
the capital. Here Colonel Harney, with a small part
of his brigade of cavalry, rapidly passed to the front and
charged the enemy up to the nearest gate.

The cavalry charge was headed by Captain Kearney,
of the first dragoons, having in squadron with his own
troop, that of Captain McReynolds, of the 3d—making
the usual escort to general head-quarters; but being'
early in the day, detached for general service, was now
under Colonel Harney’s orders. The gallant captain
not hearing the recall that had been sounded, dashed up

to the San.Antonio gate, sabreing, in his way, all who
resisted.  Of the seven officers of the squadron, Kearney
lost his left arm ; McReynolds and Lieutenant Lorimer
Graham were both severely wounded, and Lieutenant
R. S. Ewell, who succeeded to the command of the
escort, had two horses killed under him. Major F. D.
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Mills, of the 15th infantry, a volunteer in this charge,
was killed at the gate.

So terminated the series of events which I have but
feebly presented. My thanks were freely poured out on
the different fields—to the abilities and science of gene-
rals and other officers—to the gallantry and prowess of
all—the rank and file included. But a reward infinitely
higher—the applause of a grateful country and govern-
ment, will, I cannot doubt, be accorded, in due time, to
so much merit, of every sort, displayed by this glorious
army, which has now overcome all difficulties—distance,
climate, ground, fortifications, numbers.

It has in a single day, in many battles, as often defeated
thirty-two thousand men; made about three thousand
prisoners, including eight gererals, (two of them ex-pre-
sidents,) and two hundred and sixty-five other officers;
Killed or wounded four thousand of all ranks—besides
entire corps dispersed and dissolved ;—captured thirty-
seven pieces of ordnance—more than trebling our siege
train and field batteries—with a large number of small
arms, a full supply of ammunition of every kind, &c., &e.

These great results have overwhelmed the enemy.

Our loss amounts to one thousand and fifty-three ;—
killed, one hundred and thirty-nine, including sixteen
officers; wounded, eight hundred and seventy-six, with
sixty officers.

After so many victories, we might, with "but little
additional loss, have occupied the capital the same
evening, But Mr. Trist, commissioner, &c., as well as

" myself, had been admonished by the best friends of

peace—intelligent neutrals and some American resi-
dents—against precipitation—lest, b wantonly drivin
g precip y Y
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Armistice.

away the government and others—dishonoured—we
might scatter the elements of peace, excite a spirit of
national desperation, and thus indefinitely postpone the
hope of accommodation. Deeply impressed with this
danger, and remembering our mission—to conquer a
peace—the army very cheerfully sacrificed to patriotism
~—to the great wish and want of our country—the eclat
that would have followed an entrance—sword in hand—
into a great capital. Willing to leave something to this
republic—of no immediate value to us—on which to
rest her pride, and to recover temper—I halted our
victorious corps at the gates of the city, (at least for a
time,) and have them now cantoned in the neighbour-
ing villages, where they are well sheltered and supplied
with all necessaries.

On the morning of the 21st, being about to take up
battering or assaulting positions, to authorize me to
summon the city to surrender, or to sign an armistice
with a pledge to enter at once into negotiations for a
peace—a mission came out to prapose a truce. Reject-
ing its forms, I despatched my contemplated note to
President Santa Anna—omitting the summons. The
22d, commissioners were appointed by the commanders
of the two armies ; the armistice was signed the 23d,
and ratifications exchanged the 24th.

Negotiations were actively continued with, as was
understood, some prospect of a successful result up to
the 2d inst., when our commissioner handed in his ulfi-
maetum, (on boundaries,) and the negotiators adjourned to
meet on the 6th.

Some infractions of the truce, in respect to our sup-
plies from.the city, were earlier committed, followed by
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