MAJOR BENJAMIN McCULLOCH.

=223 asor McCurrocu was born in Rutherford

county, Tennessee, in the year 1814.

His father had seen service under Ge-

neral Jackson in the Creek war. He

removed for a time to Alabama, but

2] Benjamin remained in Tennessee at

school for some years, when his father returned to the

western part of that state, and Benjamin lived with him
employed in hunting until he was twenty-one.

In the campaign on the Rio Grande, he told an anec-
dote of this portion.of his life,which we give as we find
it in Reid’s Scouting Expeditions. ¢ While speaking
about the course we had travelled, and referring to our
compass, Captain McCulloch related the following anec-

4 dote :
Major McCulloeh. i i (293)
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Anecdote.

—

¢« An old woodman,” said he, ¢ seldom wantia c?tmi;
pass so long as he can see the sun, and evcn]:. :thw}m
cloudy you can always tell where the sundzs, Iy Colf;ct
shadow from objects, be it ever so obscure .d rf:f' =
once I went a hunting with a gentleman ’d;l 1m3 1;1 0;1
and crossing the river iln ta t‘;ia: :;t(:l Sh&u\sfeul’ wep iz
e shore, and put out into the e e
et with much luck, and so we put back for
E(c))tatr.n It was a cloudy day an(i the- %ﬁ;ztlsiazuiar;;iisz
; ss with him, and poin FC
It))zz]ft ;S?P;z;lowed the direction for some t{r}]je,':;xc;
1d see noriver. That we were lost was nowv. ey 2
CGE ubt. And father becoming tired of fol_lowmg the
?;ou(;se c-:f {he gentleman’s compass, determined to be

ided by it no longer. . b ]
gu“ “Ne}l] it is strange,” said the gentleman, the com
b

can’t be wrong . , .
Paf‘s‘ D—n the-compass,” said father, ¢ my b?) Ben is
rorth all the compasses [ eversaw; ?Ll:ld, turping t% met,
, ;d, ¢if you don’t take us right straight to that boat,
said,

7 her hunt.’
-ou shall never go on anot -
Be‘r:,S)o I took a straight shoot, just by guessing the way

sure
the woods ran, and brought them to the boat,

ing in the boat, the gen—
enough! As we were stepping in t 4

id, with a laugh— .
ﬂef‘??{%:ﬁl t,hat boy Be; of yours, Mr. McCulloch, 1s a
]

He will make as great a
*r”

] le.
erfect magnetic need 7
z;eographer as his celebrated namesake.

He would kill eighty bears in a winteT.

When he

became of age, he set out for St. Louis, i_n ordeIr tci ég;n
in an expedition for the Rocky mountains. in re e:
he wished to join Colonel David Crockett, In an €xp

o
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His personal appearance.

dition that was about to take part in the Texas revolu-
tion, but the colonel went sooner than McCulloch had
supposed, and he set out to follow him. At the river
Brazos, he was taken very ill and did not recover until
after the fall of the Alamo. He went on, however, and
was made captain of a gun in the army of Texas under
General Houston, which he served with effect in the mern-
orable battle of San Jacinto. He served in all the border
warfare of the day, and was present at the taking of
Mier, though he returned home directly afterwards, and
thus escaped the fate of his comrades.

In the Mexican war he has been as useful as any man
in the American army ; his scouting expeditions being
among the boldest achievements of the war. “He is a
man of delicate frame, five feet ten inches in height,
with light hair and complexion. His features are rather
regular and pleasing, though from long exposure on the
frontier they have a weather-beaten cast. His quick
and bright blue eye, with a mouth of thin compressed
lips, indicate the cool, calculating, as well as the brave
and daring energy of the man.” This is the description
given of him by S. C. Reid, Esq., in his account of the
gallant captain’s scouting expeditions.

We quote Mr. Reid’s account of some incidents
in the cavalry fight with which General Worth com-
menced the battle at Monterey, as it illustrates the
Rangers’ desperate yet chivalric method of fighting.
“ Armstrong, one of our company, was unhorsed by a
lancer, having received two wounds ; yet on foot, with
sword in hand he defended himself against two of the
enemy. He killed one, when an Irishman from the
artillery battalion discovered his situation, and saying
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The Rangers at Monterey.

that he did not know whether he had buck or ball in, as
he drew up his musket, but that he had better kill them
both, than to miss the Mexican, fired and saved the
Ranger! Fielding Alston, and J. F. Minter, also of our
company, while fichting gallantly received two lance
wounds. Young Musson of New Orleans, who had
joined our corps, was engaged at thessame time, with a
captain of cavalry, hand to hand in a sword fight, and
at one time became very nearly overpowered; when
asked why he did not shoot his foe, replied, with true
southern chivalry, that ¢ the Mexican had no pistol, and
it would have been taking an advantage over him!” As
another of our men was being overcome by a Mexican,
the gallant Captain Cheshire, a private in the Rangers,

dashed up to his rescue, and having no fire, seized a
holster pistol, and with the butt end of it, felled the
Mexican to the ground.




