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of N e w York. 

FERNANDO DIAZ RAMIREZ 

TO 

M A J O R - G E N E R A L Z- T A Y L O R , 
U . S . A R M Y . 

D E A R S I R , — 

IT is with feelings .of no ord inary pleasure that I 
dedicate, by permission, these pages to you. 

T h e honesty of purpose and decision of charac te r 
which have marked your career , under all circum-
stances, have obtained for you the love of the officers 
and men under your command. Your brilliant suc-
cesses with inadequate forces and materiel, the well-
laid and admirably-executed plans of your campaigns, 
excite the pride and grat i tude of your countrymen, 
and place you by the side of those who occupy the 
most conspicuous positions in history. 

T h e a rmy can never forget (in that dark hour which 
preceded the victories of the 8th and 9th of M a y , 1846, 
when our countrymen thought our " little a r m y " sac-
rificed) that you, with perfect fearlessness, without a 
doubt of the result, boldly marched fo rward , met the 
enemy's legions, and conquered them, evincing to the 
world the courage , force, and discipline of our army, 
and firovifcg to; the United Sta tes that the money ex-
pended in the education of their officers at the W e s t 



D E D I C A T I O N . 

Point Mil i tary A c a d e m y has been product ive of re-
suits which should render its basis immovable 

H o p i n g that the sunset of your life m a y be as happy 
and tranquil as your successes have been alike glori-
ous and honorable, I subscribe myself 

Your friend and obedient servant , 

W . S. H E N R Y , Capt. U. S. A. 

P R E F A C E . 

IN committ ing the subjoined pages to the t ide of 
popular favor, the au thor d isavows any claim to li ter-
a ry merit . H e issues them as a d ia ry of events n o w 
blended with the history of his count ry . T h e y have 
been jotted down principally for his own amusement , 
or to beguile a w a y the otherwise long and w e a r y 
hours of c a m p life. T h e y a re now brought for th as 
the means of in t roducing into the family circle a con-
cise, and perhaps instructive, na r ra t ive of events , a 
description of the count ry , its scenery , the people, 
their manners and customs, which have been subject-
ed to his own observat ion. 

T h e journal commences with the first movement of 
t h e ' " A r m y of Observat ion ." T h e author ' s personal 
knowledge extends to the t ime when General T a v l o r & . was deprived of his r egu la r s at Victor ia , prior to his 
re turn to Monte rey , and to his own depar tu re from 
the a rmy , subsequent to the fall of V e r a Cruz. T h e 
remaining incidents of the campaign of Genera l T a y -
lor a re compiled f rom his official dispatches, and f rom 
g raph ic le t ters wr i t t en by gent lemen associated with 
the a rmy . 

H e must not forget to acknowledge his obligations 
to L ieu tenan t A. Sully, of the a r m y , for his spiri ted 

A * 

» i 



embell ishments; and to M a j o r J . H . Ea ton , to whom he 
is indebted for a few designs. F r o m the na ture of the 
forces employed dur ing the war , it is a natura l suppo-
sition that there a re few persons w h o have not had 
some friend or re la t ive engaged in the s t i r r ing scenes 

•herein described. T h e y m a y be assured the w r i t e r 
has endeavored to g ive a faithful history of the events 
connected with the w a r . 

T o the casual reader , it is hoped the subject will be 
of sufficient interest to fix his attention for a brief pe-
riod. And if, to his brother officers, he has succeeded 
in reca l l ing scenes upon which memory must fondly 
dwell , though tinged with melancholy hues, he will 
feel himself amply repaid. 

T H E A U T H O R . 

i 

C A M P A I G N S K E T C H E S . 

C H A P T E R I. 

IN o rde r to have a c lear unders tanding of the causes 
which resulted in the formation of the original " A r m y 
of Observat ion," its concent ra t ion upon the Red River 
and at For t Jesup , &c . , and for the purpose of obtain-
ing a s tar t ing-point for m y journal , I deem it necessa-
r y to g ive the reader a synopsis of the events which 
immediate ly preceded these mili tary m o v e m e n t s ; not 
presuming, however , tha t all a r e not conversant with 
them, but thinking it will afford an interest ing intro-
duction to the work , and bring more forcibly to recol-
lection all the causes for the first mil i tary movements , 
which eventual ly resulted in the w a r with Mexico. 

T h e intensely exci t ing period which preceded the 
annexat ion of T e x a s must be too well remembered to 
need a n y re ference . It was genera l ly believed this 
measu re would be effected by Pres ident T y l e r e a r l y 
in the spr ing of 1844. F o r this purpose he introduced 
a t r ea ty , which w a s rejected by the Senate . F r o m an 
unders tand ing be tween our government and that of 
T e x a s (both calculat ing upon the cer ta in ty of the pass-
a g e of the t rea ty) , we w e r e to concent ra te upon the 
borders of T e x a s a force sufficient to prevent or re-
pulse any a t tack which might be made b y the Mexi -
can government , which might reasonably be expec ted 
f rom their determined and expressed opposition to the 
annexat ion of the S ta te of T e x a s to the United Sta tes , 
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the independence of which state they had n e v e r ac-
knowledged, al though eight y e a r s had elapsed since 
he r exis tence as a s epa ra t e and independent gove rn -
ment . 

In fu r therance of this promise, the g o v e r n m e n t se-
lected (then Breve t Br igadier -genera l ) Z. Tay lo r , col-
onel of the 6th Reg imen t of Infan t ry , as commanding 
officer for the forces about being concent ra ted at or 
nea r For t Jesup, Louis iana. H e received informa-
tion to this effect in May , 1844, immedia te ly r e s i d e d 
the command of Depar tment No. 2, and repa i red to 
F o r t Jesup . Th i s post was at the t ime garr isoned by 
seven companies of the 2d Reg imen t of D r a g o o n s 
commanded by Colonel D. E . T w i g g s . In April , 
1844, the eight companies of the 3d Reg imen t of In-
fantry , commanded by Lieutenant-colonel E . A. Hi tch-
cock, stationed at Jefferson Bar racks , Missouri , re-
ceived orders to repair immedia te ly to F o r t J e s u p 
Louis iana. On the 27th of April they embarked on' 
t ranspor ts , and a r r ived a t F o r t J e sup on the 10th of 
M a y . T h e i r encampment , in close proximi ty with the 
above-named fort , was called C a m p Wilkins , in honor 
of the then S e c r e t a r y of W a r . In M a y , 1844, e ight 
companies of the 4th Reg imen t of Infant ry , then sta-
tioned at Jef ferson Bar racks , Missouri, and command-
ed by Colonel Vose, received orders to repair to Red 
R ive r . T h e y took w a f e r t ranspor ta t ion on the 7th. 
and arr ived at Grand E c o r e on the 13th of May , 1844. 
T h e y selected a beautiful site for an encampment , 
about three miles f rom the r iver , which w a s called 
C a m p Salubr i ty . T w o companies of thg 3d and t w o 
of the 4th Infant ry were at tha t t ime d e t a c h e d ; the 
former at For t Leavenwor th , the la t ter a t F o r t Scot t , 
Missouri . Genera l T a y l o r ar r ived at F o r t J e s u p about 

the middle of June , and took command of the forces. 
H e called them the " A r m y of Observat ion ." On the 
3d of April , 1845, the two companies of the 3d Infant-
ry , stationed a t F o r t L e a v e n w o r t h , s tar ted for F o r t 
Jesup , and a r r ived the re on the 23d of Apri l . Th i s 
m o v e m e n t concent ra ted the 3d In fan t ry . T h e origi-
nal " A r m y of Observat ion ," under command of Genera l 
T a y l o r , consisted of seven companies of the 2d D r a -
goons, under the command of Colonel T w i g g s ; the 
3d Infan t ry , commanded by Lieutenant-colonel H i t ch -
cock ; and eight companies of the 4th Infan t ry , unde r 
command of Colonel Vose . In F e b r u a r y , 1845, the 
resolutions annexing T e x a s to the Uni ted S ta tes passed 
Congress . On the 28th of M a y , 1845, Genera l T a y l o r 
rece ived instruct ions f rom the W a r D e p a r t m e n t as fol-
l o w s : " S o soon as the T e x a s Congress shall have giv-
en its consent to annexat ion, and a convent ion shall as-
semble and accep t the t e rms offered in the resolution 
of Congress , T e x a s will then be r e g a r d e d by the ex-
ecutive gove rnmen t here so far a pa r t of the Uni ted 
S ta tes as to be entitled, f rom this gove rnmen t , to de-
fense and protect ion f rom foreign invasion and Indian 
incursions. T h e troops under your command will be 
placed and kept in readiness to per form tha t du ty . " 
Genera l T a y l o r deemed the position then occupied 
one which would enable him, under a n y e m e r g e n c y , 
to fulfill his o r d e r s ; therefore no change w a s made . 
Act ive prepara t ions w e r e going on, wi th the expecta-
tion of a march th rough T e x a s , to the point des ignated 
for our occupancy , on the ex t reme southwes tern bor-
ders of T e x a s , w h e n , on the 15th of June , 1845, in-
structions w e r e t ransmit ted by Mr . Bancrof t to Gen-
eral T a y l o r as fo l lows : " O n the 4th d a y of Ju ly the 
Convention of the people of T e x a s will probably ac-



eept the proposit ion of annexat ion, and, in anticipation 
of the event , he w a s to a d v a n c e to some point on the Gulf 
of Mexico w h i c h he might deem convenient for «he 

t L I S ' N" ^ T " t H e — 
S 2 J Z e a n s W a s S e l e c t e d a s t h i s point. T h e 
3d and 4th I n f a n t r y w e r e immedia te ly o rde red the re 
& w a s d e e d e d tha t the Dragoons should march ac ros 
the coun t ry . On the 2d of J u l y the 4th In fan t ry en ! 
barked on s t eamer s at G r a n d Eco re , and a r r ived a t 
A e w Orleans on the 4th, and took position a t the B , r 
racks , about four miles below the city. T h e 3d In 
f a n t r y left F o r t J e s u p on the 7th, and ¿ r r i v e d a t N e w 
Or leans on the 10th. Q u a r t e r s w e r e assigned them in 
t h r o w e r cot ton-press . And here w e h a l e the A r m v 
of Obse rva t ion r e a d y for a s tar t , the quar te r -mas te r ' s 
d e p a r t m e n t busily employed in c h a r t e r i n g t r a n s p t s 

and the off icers of the line making the most o f Z e i r 

IfehtfSf 7°yin? "i ' m n y ° f t h e P ' e a S U r e s o f ^ a t de-lightful c i ty as the heat of the season and the fea r of 
ye l low fever would permit , previous to their banish 
men to par t s unknown. H e r e w e have a s tar t ing-
point F r o m the d a t e of our ar r iva l in N e w Orleans 
the J o u r n a l commences , which I hope will be suffi-
ciently in teres t ing to induce those w h o have accom-
panied me thus far to peep into the fo l lowing chap t e r 

C H A P T E R II. 

N O T H I N G could exceed the heat of the w e a t h e r dur-
ing the few days w e spent in N e w Orleans . All w e r e 
anxious to h e a r of the action of the T e x a s Convent ion, 
and w e found some little difficulty to res t ra in our im-
pat ience to be " o f f . " Genera l T a y l o r and staff did 
not a c c o m p a n y the t roops on their depa r tu re f rom F o r t 
J e sup . H e remained behind to see that e v e r y thing 
w a s a r r a n g e d for the d e p a r t u r e of the Dragoons , and 
a r r ived in the city on the 15th. In the mean t ime, ves-
sels had been e n g a g e d to t ranspor t the t roops to the 
point which should be selected by Genera l T a y l o r , 
and all w a s life and animation in ge t t ing the necessa ry 
s tores on board. On t he 4th of J u l y the T e x a s Con-
vention decided upon accep t ing the proposit ions of an-
nexat ion (with one exception) by a unanimous vote. 
A c c o r d i n g to instructions, an immedia te move became 
necessa ry , and that the genera l should make choice of 
the position he intended to occupy . H e was , you m a v 
say, in ut ter ignorance of the coun t ry ; but decided, af t -
e r careful ly weigh ing the advan tages (as represen ted) 
of the different points upon the Gulf, to r epa i r to Cor-
pus Chris£i. T h e g lowing descript ions w h i c h w e re-
ceived of the beau ty of its location, and of the immense 
n u m b e r of fish, oysters , deer , and e v e r y kind of g a m e , 
g a v e us p leasurable ant icipat ions. 

On the 15th of J u l y a g loom w a s t h rown over us all 
by the sudden and unexpec ted demise of Colonel J . H . 
Yose of the 4th In fan t ry . T h i s sad even t occur red a t 
N e w Or leans Bar racks . H e w a s on drill within a f e w 
moments of his dea th . H e fell back on the porch of 



his quar ters in a fit, and died before medical aid could 

s i / n y 7 a , H e d i G d H k e a t r U e S ° l d i e r ' his 
sword and sash around h i m - l i t e r a l l y " i n harness ." 
On the 6th he was buried with funeral h o n o r s ; the 
3d Infant ry formed his escort . W e could not but be 
impressed with so melancholy a commencement of the 
campaign F e w of us will forget the melt ing heat w e 
endured while march ing f rom our quar te r s to the Bar-
racks. 

On the 19th Lieutenant B r a g g a r r ived from Charles-
ton wi th his company of the 3d Art i l lery, wi th or-
de r s to repor t to General T a y l o r for du ty with the 

A r m y of Observat ion." A light ba t tery , wi th the nec-
essary horses, should have met him at N e w Or leans 
Noth ing of the kind made its appea rance , and the com-
pany embarked without it, for the t ime being serv ing 
as infantry T h e steam-ship Alabama was assigned 
to the 3d Infant ry . T h e genera l and staff (Captain 
Bliss, ac t ing adjutant-general , and Lieutenant E a t o n , 
aid-de-camp), Captain Crossman, ac t ing quar te rmas-
ter , and Captain W a g g a m a n (act ing commissary of 
supplies) decided upon embark ing in her . D u n n - the 
d a y and evening of the 22d the b a g g a g e and subsist-
ence w e r e placed on board . Ships w e r e cha r t e r ed 
for the 4th In fan t ry and B r a g g ' s ba t tery , w h o w e r e 
o rde red to leave as soon as they could p repa re them-

tSh V? ^ l D f a n t r y ' " d e V e n ° ' d ° c k a t ° V h t on 
the 22d of Ju ly , w e r e formed in line in the s t reet run-
n ing be tween the y a r d s of the Cotton Press , wheeled 
into column, and, to the soul-inspiring air of the i r regi-
menta l quick-step, marched through the streets, thence 
to their t ranspor t . M a n y curious heads w e r e seen pro-
w h t l t r « "° P , e

i
n e d d ° ° r S a n d w i n d o w s ' to know 

w h a t all the fuss could be about ; and many an old ve<-

eran had the dorman t feelings of the 8th of J a n u a r y re-
kindled by the " ear -p ierc ing fife" and " spiri t-st irr ing 
d rum." T h e moon w a s just rising as w e marched out, 
gi lding the domes and house-tops, and caused our bay-
onets to glisten in the mel low light. T h e deep shad-
ows on one side of the s treet , the br ight moonlight 
upon the other, the solemn quiet of a sleeping city, dis-
turbed so harshly by the mart ial music of the column, 
formed a scene which touched one's feelings, and will 
not easily be forgot ten. 

T h e A l a b a m a left her moorings at t h ree o 'clock on 
the morning of the 23d, and by twelve M. had crossed 
the bar at the southwest pass, and w a s gal lant ly and 
rapidly cut t ing her w a y over the Gulf, bare ly ruffled 
by the soft breeze. At anchor outside lay the sloop-
of -war S t . M a r y ' s , commanded by that ga l lan t and ex-
cellent seaman, Captain Saunders , o rde red f rom Pen-
sacola to convoy the troops. As w e had s team, she 
remained to convoy the sail vessels. At twe lve o 'clock 
on the 25th, a f t e r a delightful run, w e m a d e Matagor -
da Island. It w a s the first g l impse of the promised 
land, the land o f " t h e lone s t a r " no longer. 

M a t a g o r d a Island is proper ly St . J o s e p h ' s ; and the 
one put d o w n on the maps as St. Joseph 's should be 
Espi r i tu San to . W e ran a long the coast (about t w o 
miles distant) all the af ternoon. Its whi te sand-beach 
and roll ing sand-hills, f rom t w e n t y to fifty feet high, 
covered with verdure , presented quite a bold and pic-
turesque appearance . It resembles v e r y much the 
Flor ida coast. Y o u miss, however , the palmetto and 
p ine; to the la t te r -named w e have bidden a long fare-
well. T h e live-oak, of immense size, through whose 
thickly-interlaced leaves and limbs the sun's r ay s nev-
er pierce, has taken their place. I regre t to pa r t wi th 
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the s tately, Jong-leaf p i n e ; it has been associated wi th 
m y southern service, and its " m u s i c " has oft lulled m e 
into happy rever ies . A fierce band of Indians, the Ca-
ranchuas , former ly , and within a ve ry late period, in-
habi ted this island. T h e y a re cannibals, and proved 
a scourge to the ea r ly set t lers of this port ion of T e x a s . 
A small band of T e x a n s g a v e them battle, and , a f t e r a 
fierce fight, whipped and drove them from the island. 
T h e spot on which the battle took place bea r s the name 
o f " Bat t le Is land." In the course of several fights they 
h a v e nea r l y been exterminated . T h e y a re n o w re-
duced to a f ew war r io r s , and a re located upon P a d r e 
Island. T h e y a re v e r y b r a v e and warl ike , and cele-
bra ted for the a c c u r a c y of their shooting. A n instance 
is re la ted of a wa r r i o r lying down upon his back, using 
his feet to d r a w his bow, and driving an a r r o w , at the 
dis tance of 175 yards , th rough a man and six folds of 
buckskin. 

W e made Aransas Bay, lat i tude 27° 45", e a r l y on 
the morn ing of the 26th of Ju ly . L ieu tenan t C. land-
ed at nine o'clock, and on the top of one of the loftiest 
sand-hills e rec ted a pole, f rom the top of wh ich w a s 
unfur led the s tar-spangled banner . It floats over a 
r ich acquisition, the most precious Unc le S a m has ye t 
added to his c r o w n . 

" L o n g m a y i t w a v e 
O ' e r t h e land of the free and t h e home of t h e b r a v e . " 

T h e c o m p a n y I commanded had the honor of l and ing 
first. T h e vessel, d r a w i n g too much wate r , could not 
cross the bar ; it therefore b e c a m e necessa ry for us to 
land in small boats . Seventy-f ive y a r d s distant f rom 
the shore the men had to j ump overboard into the roar -
ing surf. T h e y made a real frolic of it. S o m e old vet-
e ran camp-women took to the e lement as if they w e r e 

born in i t ; whi le others , more del icately-nerved, pre-
ferred a man's back, and rode on shore. Th i s island 
(St. Joseph 's) is a curiosi ty, in many respects . If you 
dig a well four feet deep a n y whe re , even on the sea-
shore, you obtain fresh wa te r . Into these wel ls a bar-
rel is usually sunk, to p reven t their cav ing in. M y 
c o m p a n y was encamped nea r a f r e sh -wa te r pond ; 
within a few paces the re was another pond, of precise-
ly similar appearance, but salt as brine. N o one w a s 
a w a r e of this fact until w e s a w one of the men, w h o 
w a s v e r y thirs ty, rushing to it, flattering himself he 
w a s about having a r e f r e sh ing drink, spitt ing out the 
first swa l low, wi th s t rong symptoms of disgust. I can 
not sat isfactori ly account for the w a t e r in some places 
being fresh and in o ther ' s salt. T h e most plausible 
theory is, the w a t e r of the ocean, filtrating through the 
sand, loses its saline p roper ty . E v e r y thing goes to 
prove this. If you d ig a little lower in the s ame well , 
a f t e r reaching fresh, you will s tr ike salt w a t e r . T h e 
fresh w a t e r , a t best, has a most unpleasant taste. T h e r e 
a re th ree o r four families res iding upon this island, w h o 
depend upon this w a t e r for the i r drinking. T h e fish-
ing here can not be surpassed ; sheep-head, drum, mul-
let, red-fish, and m a n y others too numerous to men-
tion, abound ; the w a t e r is literally alive wi th them. 
T h e red-fish a re most prized ; the men caught g r e a t 
quanti t ies of t h e m ; they bait wi th fiddlers, w a d e out 
into the surf, and as fast as they th row in their lines 
a re sure to have a b i t e ; not so sure, however , to ca t ch 
the fish, for they often str ike such large ones they snap 
their hooks like pipe-stems. As soon as you h a v e fast-
ened one, you t h r o w the line over your shoulder and 
put for the shore " double qu ick ; " often, by this means , 
landing the largest fish wi thout any diff icul ty; for t h e y 



swim along with you, and find themselves caugh t be-
fore they know it. A sergeant of m y company hooked 
such a mons te r that he could not budge h i m ; the fish 
dar ted be tween him and a comrade s tanding by his 
s ide ; as he passed they laid violent hands upon him, 
unhooked him, and star ted for shore. T h e y had not 
p roceeded ten paces, w h e n he flapped his tail and 
t h r e w them both on their backs, and escaped. 

T h e hunt ing he re is unsurpassed . D e e r abound. 
If you a r e in want of meat, you h a v e but to station 
yourself behind some of the innumerable sand-hills, 
n ea r ponds of fresh wa te r . H e r e may be seen the 
dee r for half a mile, w h e n feeding or coming to wa t e r . 
T h e r e you can quiet ly sit, and the deer will walk with-
in th i r ty y a r d s of you ; or, if you pre fe r it, mount your 
horse , dash ove r the island, and you can have the ex-
c i tement of shooting them under full run. An officer 
of ou r reg iment j umped son a horse, rode to the shoot-
ing-grounds, and in t w e n t y minutes f rom the t ime of 
dismount ing killed three fine, fat fellows. T e a l and 
mal la rd duck w e r e found in the ponds with their y o u n g ; 
a lso jack-snipe. Th i s is s o m e w h a t astonishing, as it 
is the gene ra l impression they mig ra t e to the no r th to 
b reed . 

T h e soil of the island is pecul iar ly adap ted to the 
cult ivation of sea-island cotton. Pota toes and melons 
flourish luxuriant ly . It is a light soil, quite sandy , 
mixed wi th a g r ea t deal of she l l ; and no ma t t e r how 
much t ime elapses be tween rains, the moisture f rom 
the soil (wa te r being found so nea r the sur face) , com-
bined wi th the h e a v y dews , affords sufficient nourish-
m e n t for the plant. 

T h e landing of the t roops ' supplies w a s effected 
with g r e a t difficulty. On the 29th, t w o companies of 

the 3d, one of which w a s mine, embarked on the s team-
er Undine for Corpus Christi . Aransas and Corpus 
Christi Bays a r e separa ted by a long flat of land. I t 
was discovered that the Undine d r e w too much w a t e r 
to pass over it. W e w e r e forced to leave the s team-
boat, and cross the bay, a very rough one, in small boats . 
W e landed on the main shore on the 31st of Ju ly . On 
the 14th of J u l y Cap ta in Tompkins ' s company of the 
3d Art i l lery sailed from N e w York in the Uni ted S t a t e s 
store-ship Lexington, for the mouth of the Columbia 
River . H e car r ied with him a ba t t e ry of art i l lery, 
besides heavy guns, and e v e r y mater ia l requisi te for 
the erect ion of a permanent fortification. 

C H A P T E R III. 

THF, vil lage of Corpus Christi, or " Kinney's Ranch," 
as it is genera l ly called, is situated on the wes tern shore 
of Corpus Christi Bay. T h e town consists of some 
twen ty or thir ty houses, par t ly si tuated on a shelf of 
land, elevated some six or e ight feet above the w a t e r , 
about two hundred y a r d s broad, and on a bluff which 
r ises f rom the plain to the height of one hundred feet. 
T h e bay at this point is in the shape of a c rescent , ex-
tending in a southeast direction to P a d r e Island, and 
nor thwes t to the mouth of the Nueces . T h e bluff pre-
sents a 'beaut i ful aspect, the rise being sufficiently gen-
tle to depr ive it of all appea rance of abruptness , clad 
with the mesqui te-grass , and eve rg reen bushes scat-
tered in clumps hither and yon in g racefu l confusion, 
looking, in its gent le undulations, as if its pleasing ir-
regular i t ies had been fashioned b y the hand of m a n . 
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T h e bluff and the plain presented, ea r ly on the morn-
ing a f t e r our arr ival , quite a pas toral appea rance . 
F i r s t c a m e a l a rge drove of catt le, d r iven b y two 
Mexicans , mounted upon their mus tang p o n e y s ; then 
followed at least five hundred goats and sheep, which , 
dispersing themselves in g roups ove r hill and plain, 
added much to the beau ty of the scene. T h e shep-
herd and his t rus ty dog accompanied t h e m ; F a n c y 
p laced in his hands the crook, and brought vividly to 
mind the poetic descr ipt ions of his life. F r o m the top 
of the bluff the v iew that burst upon us was magnifi-
cen t in the ex t reme. F a r off to the east the scene 
w a s bounded by the whi te -caps of the beautiful bay ; 
to the southeast F l o w e r Bluffs stood out in bold re l ief ; 
in the nor theas t the distant h ighlands of Maglone ' s 
Bluff w e r e dimly v i s ib le ; to the nor thwes t , the land 
nea r the mouth of the N u e c e s ; in the wes t , one unlim-
ited plain presented itself, ex tending to the mountains, 
the h o m e of the mus tang and buffalo, the hunting-
g round of the bold Camanche and the fierce Lipan. 
T h e scene w a s cha rming , and the soft, re f resh ing sea-
breeze, cooling the a tmosphere to the t empera tu re of 
an October ' s day , m a d e one exclaim, in the enthusiasm 
of the moment , " It is God's favored l and—the E d e n 
of A m e r i c a . " W h e n the enthusiasm subsided, it was 
not exact ly that, but it cer ta inly is v e r y beautiful. T h e 
a tmosphere is t empered by a constant breeze, and you 
hard ly feel the heat . 

Th i s p lace w a s first sett led by Colonel H . L . Kin-
ney , in 1838, who, in conjunct ion with his par tner , M r . 
Aubrey , established a t rading-post , to mee t the im-
mense traff ic ca r r i ed on by the Mexicans . It w a s the 
ex t reme frontier set t lement. T h e incursions of the 
Indians w e r e so f requent , and a t tended with so much 

danger , that he was forced to keep a r egu la r c o m p a n y 
of men, at his own expense, to defend his " r anch . " I ts 
proximity to the Rio G r a n d e made it the most con-
venient point for the con t raband t rade . Th i s t r a d e 
is carr ied on by Mexicans , w h o br ing in immense 
droves of horses and mules, saddles and bridles, Mex-
ican blankets and silver, and in re turn take back the 
common unbleached domest ics and tobacco. F r o m 
the g rea t extent of frontier on the Rio Grande , they 
a re enabled to escape the custom, and real ize immense 
profits upon their goods. Colonel Kinney ' s life has 
been a romance f rom his first en t r ance into the coun-
t ry ; and those accustomed to the luxuries of cities, 
and unacquainted with border life, can ha rd ly realize, 
much less credit , some of the astonishing a d v e n t u r e s 
in which he has been a prominent ac tor . H i s r e a d y 
wit , generos i ty , indomitable courage , and pe r seve rance 
have rel ieved him f rom many perplexing si tuations. 

As the concentra t ion of o u r ' a r m y ' a t this point has 
rendered it notorious, I can not refrain, :eyen at t he ex-
pense of being considered prosy, f rom re la t ing a f ew 
anecdotes connected wi th the place and its spirited pro-
prietor. F o r the suppression of this illicit t r ade , the 
government of Mexico kept constant ly s ta t ioned on the 
Rio G r a n d e a species of t roops called " comisiones ." 
T h e y w e r e usually commanded by some wor th less 
vagabond , who w a s r e a d y in a moment to sacrif ice 
his du ty for a bribe. T h e gove rnmen t , looking with 
a jealous e y e at the increas ing t r ade of " K i n n e y ' s 
Ranch , " dispatched an officer of the " comisiones," 
wi th t w o hundred men, to des t roy his con t r aband 
goods and take him prisoner . A t this t ime K i n n e y had 
wi th him a c o m p a n y of for ty men. Rece iv ing infor-
mation of the intended expedition, he hurr ied to " Live-



oak Point," a ne ighbor ing sett lement east of the N u e -
ces, to obtain all the assis tance they could spare . On 
his re turn he found that his val iant company had not 
only deserted him, but stolen many of his goods . T h e 
" R a n c h " was , in itself, a pre t ty s t rong work , being sur-
rounded by a wall pierced for infantry, and having t w o 
pieces of ar t i l lery mounted for its defense. T h e com-
manding officer of the de tachment halted his men with-
in three miles of the Ranch , and dispatched a messen-
g e r to Colonel Kinney , telling him if he would g ive 
up his goods peaceably , he would not molest his per-
son. T h e colonel's fo rce consisted, all told, of eight 
t rus ty adherents . W h i l e the messenger w a s deliver-
ing the manda te of his superior, they w e r e employed, 
b y o rde r of the colonel, d igging holes in which to place 
some bomb-shells, the " R a n c h " being well supplied 
wi th the various materiel of w a r . Observing that the 
proceedings of his men had a t t rac ted the a t tent ion of 
the messenger , t he colonel said to him, " Go back to 
your capta in ; tell him I'll neither surrender m y goods 
nor myse l f ; I'll fight him to the last, and will lay his 
bones and those of his command to bleach at m y door . " 
This rep ly being repor ted to the w o r t h y c o m m a n d e r , 
he e x c l a i m e d , " W h y , w h a t has got into this d — d Amer -
ican ? he must have been sure of whipping me, or he 
would never have sent so fierce an a n s w e r . " T h e af-
fair, thus savage ly commenced , ended in a conference . 
A few insinuat ing 'gold pieces, placed most unostenta-
tiously in the hands of the wor thy and valiant de-
fender of his count ry ' s laws, sent him back to the Rio 
Grande , to r e p o r t to his government that the conduc t 
of the colonel was unexceptionable. So much for a lit-
tle ingenious b rave ry , and a happy application of the 
lever of the world. 

T h e set t lement w a s almost ent irely at the m e r c y 
of the numerous bands of Indians. So da r ing w e r e 
they in their fierce incursions, that it b e c a m e neces-
sa ry to make eve ry house a castle. T h e colonel's In-
dian adventures w e r e numberless . I have only space 
to re la te some of the details of one in which he w a s 
concerned with a pa r ty of Camanches . T h e y a re 
the most war- l ike tr ibe of Indians on this con t i nen t ; 
nei ther ask nor g ive qua r t e r ; being most ly a rmed 
with the b o w and a r r o w , they have acquired a skill 
in its use that is perfect ly wonderfu l . T h e pa r ty with 
w h o m he had the combat w a s headed by S a n t a Anna, 
a noted chief, and numbered seventeen. T h e p a r t y 
which Colonel K i n n e y commanded numbered eleven. 
S a n t a Anna had been in the " R a n c h , " commit t ing dep-
redations. Being mounted on fleeter horses, the col-
onel and his pa r ty soon overtook the illustrious chief. 
T h e two part ies dismounted and approached each oth-
er , skirmishing, to within fifty ya rds . E a c h shot f rom 
the uner r ing rifle of the border men told with terr ible 
effect. T h è Indians fought wi th despera te va lor ; no 
signs of flinching. Present ly S a n t a Anna , wi th his 
r aw-h ide shield before him, dashed to the f ront , and 
r an along the line of his opponents. E a c h fired as he 
passed them, but wi th no effect. You could hear the 
balls rat t le harmless ly on his shield. Jus t as the col-
onel fired at his legs, the object of this bold manceuver 
of the wily chief flashed across his mind. It w a s to 
d r a w their fire, and rush upon them while their pieces 
w e r e discharged. H e cried to his men to mount , and 
vaulted upon his noble steed. His men, object ing to 
mount before they loaded, w e r e dashed upon by the 
enemy. N o w they w e r e all mingled in a hand-to-hand 
conflict. T h e man w h o first objected to mount ing his 



horse was immedia te ly speared and killed. Another 
was speared and shot in several p laces with a r r o w s . 
Colonel Kinney ' s clerk, a young Mexican , w a s speared , 
had his horse shot under him, and fell. T h e colonel 
seized him, and placed him on his horse. An Indian 
rushed a t and speared the poor fellow again , the spear 
cut t ing K inney in the back. Ano the r Indian rushed 
at h i m ; he met and parr ied the spear , which pierced 
his buckskin hunting-shir t th rough both sleeves. A t 
this cri t ical moment the Mexican bit saved his life. By 
its g r e a t p o w e r he w a s enabled to stop his horse, and, 
by tu rn ing him suddenly round, succeeded in tear ing 
the spear f rom his sleeves. T h e poor clerk all this 
t ime had him clasped around the throat . Ano the r sav-
age rushed a t him, but fell dead in his t r acks by the 
uner r ing aim of an a r m which g r o w s s t ronger as dea th 
s ta res him in the face. Ano the r rushed from behind, 
and speared the boy through the kidneys. T h e poor 
clerk re laxed his hold, told Colonel Kinney to keep 
cool, and he would be saved, and fell to rise no more . 
Whi le the colonel 's a r m s w e r e ye t unloaded, he was 
aga in set upon by a fierce devil ; he dashed his pistol 
into his face, and aga in d isarmed the s a v a g e of his 
spear. By this t ime S a n t a Anna, as well as the col-
onel and his pa r ty , w e r e satisfied with this despera te 
conflict, and re t i red f rom the field. Of the colonel 's 
p a r t y th ree men and nine horses w e r e killed, and all 
wounded. S a n t a A n n a lost seven men. One of Kin-
ney ' s men came to him with jive arrows s t icking in 
him, besides being speared in two places. T h e ar-
r o w s w e r e pulled out, and , incredible as it seems, he 
survived. Te l l m e where , in the romance of history, 
you ever read of a more despera te , gal lant , and bloody 
fight! and ye t m a n y such have taken place be tween 

the Indians and those b rave pioneers of civilization, the 
recital of which almost makes the blood chill in one 's 
hear t , and of which the world r emains total ly ignorant . 

T o g ive an idea of the obstinate courage of the Ca-
manche , I must cite one ins tance of despera te resist-
ance in a chief. A pa r ty of them had been for some 
time annoying the set t lements in the vicinity of S a n 
Antonio. A la rge force had been collected to pursue 
them. A batt le ensued nea r the t o w n ; m a n y w e r e 
killed, and some taken prisoners. One chief and his 
squaw shut themselves up in an old Spanish house, 
resolutely refus ing to sur render . T h e command was 
d r a w n up around the house, and he must have seen 
that e v e r y avenue of escape, as well as all hope of suc-
cess, w a s cut off. Wish ing to spare him, they sent the 
prophet of his band to use his influence to prevail upon 
him to sur render . H e scorned their proposals, and for 
a n answer sent an a r r o w among the troops, which 
killed one of their men. His position was so favora-
ble that he killed seven. T o ge t him out, they m a d e 
holes in the roof and t h r e w composit ion balls into the 
house. Suddenly he opened the doors, and with des-
pe ra t e ene rgy rushed forth, and near ly succeeded in 
making his escape. H e dealt dea th-b lows to the last , 
killing th ree more before he was shot down. One can 
ha rd ly realize such despera te resis tance f rom one man. 
H i s squaw w a s killed dur ing the a t tack. H e had bur-
ied her. She was found in her simple g rave , with the 
war r io r ' s saddle as her tomb-stone. 



C H A P T E R IV . 

F R I D A Y , August 1st. Af te r enjoying the delightful 
v i ew from the bluff, a pa r ty of us strolled over the 
beautiful plain, on the borders of which many Mexican 
families reside. The i r res idences are primit ive e n o u g h ; 
nothing more than sheds, par t ia l ly inclosed with the 
crooked mesqui te-wood, and their roofs thatched with 
a long g ras s which g r o w s in the marshes, called " t u l a . " 
A dam t h r o w n across a deep ravine furnishes the peo-
ple with a plentiful supply of r a in -wa te r , not only for 
themselves, but for the stock, and for the immense 
droves of horses and mules b rought in b y the Mexi-
cans. A v e r y capital mus tang can be purchased for 
fifteen dollars, o r f rom that to twenty-f ive, depending 
upon the manner in which he is broken. On the side 
of the pond, under a g rove of beautiful live-oaks, w a s 
encamped a company of T e x a s Ranger s . It was un-
de r the command of Colonel Bell, an officer w h o had 
g rea t l y distinguished himself in this border w a r f a r e . 
T h e y w e r e paid by the g o v e r n m e n t of T e x a s , and 
w e r e stationed a t this point for the protect ion of the 
inhabitants. 

T h e men have been busily employed all day dig-
ging wells. T h e best of the w a t e r is slightly brackish. 
T h e g round will admit of an extensive encampment , 
immedia te ly a long the shores of the bay. Another 
c o m p a n y a r r ived to-day. T h e whole command will 
thus be brought up by de tachments . Our means of 
t ransporta t ion a re too fimited, and one can not but re-
flect how complete ly w e would be at the mercy of a n 
ac t ive and energet ic enemy. 

Genera l T a y l o r is still a t St . Joseph ' s Island, wi th 
his usual e n e r g y pushing f o r w a r d his t roops and sup-
plies, wi th the contemptible means he has at command . 

22d. F o r the first t ime had the pleasure of r iding a 
mustang, wi th complete , though rude Mexican r igging. 
T h e animal was lively and fr isky enough, but a mere 
ra t compared with our nor the rn horses. T h e r ide w a s 
de l igh t fu l ; the a tmosphere as cool as an au tumn day . 
T h e face of the count ry w a s a rolling, gent ly-undulat-
ing plain, covered wi th the most luxur iant grass , and 
interspersed with " mots" (islands) of t imber , looking 
as though they w e r e planted to o rnamen t some gent le-
man's count ry-sea t . Y o u r imagination would lead you 
to asser t you s a w the e legan t mansion cor responding 
with such noble grounds. F o r the first time s a w the 
mesquite-tree ; it resembles v e r y much the wild locust, 
and bears a bean having a del ightful ly-sweet taste, v e r y 
nutri t ious for animals, and eaten by m a n y persons. 
T h e wood of the mesquite is unsurpassed for fuel, g iv-
ing an intense heat , and the best coal for cooking tha t 
eve r g laddened the eye of a professor of that delicate 
science. 

Augus t 3d. Deta i l s from the command w e r e kept in 
the w a t e r f rom morning until night, unloading the ves-
sels. H e a r i n g there w a s to be Catholic service at one of 
the houses in the Ranch , a fr iend and myself decided to 
a t tend. T h e service had not commenced w h e n w e ar-
r ived. T h e r e w e r e about a dozen females collected, 
t he major i ty of them Mexicans . I can not s ay much 
for their beau ty . T h e r e w a s one, the S e ñ o r a Leono-
ra, a Mexican w i d o w , w h o looked quite sweet ly . T o 
delicate features , good figure, and blood-like Casti l ian 
ca r r i age , w e r e added the softest, deepest- f r inged black 
eyes I eve r s aw . Beau ty in that o rgan is common to 
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them all. T h e r e is a softness, an abid ing confidence 
in its express ion ; one so full of the gen t le r feelings 
which consti tute the poetry of woman ' s cha rac te r , tha t 
you can not fail to admire them. T h e i r dress is v e r y 
simple, consisting of a skirt, genera l ly of a g a y color, 
wi th the g race fu l rebosa, which comple te ly conceals 
the nudi ty of the bust. T h e service was per formed at 
t he house of an Ir ishman, whose lady w a s a fair speci-
men of the Emera ld Isle. H e r husband came g run t ing 
out of the room, complaining in most audible terms of 
a pain in his back. Les t the company might be im-
pressed with the belief that it a rose f rom a be labor ing 
he might have received from his more muscular bet ter 
half, he explained to them tha t wind in his intestines, 
b y a sudden exertion, had been dr iven to his kidneys, 
and pained him powerful ly . It m a y well be imagined, 
if t he re w a s not a regu la r burst of laughter , there was 
a most decided smile. T h e priest soon m a d e his ap-
pea rance . H i s n a m e is Es tene , a na t ive of Old Spain , 
who , filled with the enthusiasm of the Gospel, has be-
c o m e a t ravel ing savior of souls. H e resides on the 
S a n Antonio R ive r , and makes his periodical visits to 
vi l lages in a c i rcumference of four hundred miles. H e 
g a v e us an excellent sermon in Spanish and Engl i sh . 

T h e r e is a s ingular s ta te of affairs exis t ing be tween 
the T e x a n s and Mexicans , at least a t this point. W h e n 
you reflect how long they have been in a state of w a r , 
and how g r e a t an an t ipa thy must exist be tween them 
for the numerous acts of s avage ba rba r i t y commit ted 
dur ing the T e x a s s t ruggle, one would suppose there 
wou ld be complete non-intercourse. On the contra-
ry , the most f r iendly relat ions exist be tween them, no 
doubt occasioned by the profitable cont raband t rade . 

W e here mee t wi th the chaparral, which , strictly, 

signifies a " plantat ion of eve rg reen oaks," but which 
here means- an almost impenetrable thicket of small 
bushes, so inter laced with a thick unde rg rowth , covered 
wi th thorns, that a passage through it is next to impos-
sible. E v e r y t ree and bush has its thorn. T h e deep 
black-green of the foliage is almost inconceivable. T h e 
t empera tu re is de l igh t fu l ; in the shade you do not feel 
the heat of the s u n ; and the never-ceas ing t rade-winds 
at t imes occasion the chilly sensation belonging to a 
fall day. 

Augus t 5th. W e all feel under obligations to M r . 
B., the gove rno r of K inney ' s R a n c h dur ing the absence 
of its gent lemanly propr ie tor . In t ru th , I have n e v e r 
met a communi ty w h o have so universal ly ex tended 
to us unlooked-for civilities. Th i s af ternoon, at Mrs . 
B.'s, I a te a Mexican prepara t ion called themales . I t 
is made of corn-meal , chopped meat , and C a y e n n e pep-
per, nicely wrapped in a piece of corn-husk, and boiled. 
I know of nothing more palatable . 

Augus t 6th. W e hear tha t C o m m o d o r e Connor is 
coming round wi th the whole Gulf Squadron . T r o o p s 
still a r r iv ing by small de tachments . Genera l issued 
his first o rder , dated " Headqua r t e r s , A r m y of Occupa-
tion ;" no longer Observat ion . T h e m e n catch quan-
tities of fine fish with a seine. 

Augus t 8th. T h e wind has blown a pe r fec t hurr i -
cane, and it w a s with g r e a t difficulty our tents could 
be kept s tanding. H e a r d f rom the D r a g o o n s ; they 
had reached the Tr in i ty River . Our camp-ground is 
infested with ra t t l e - snakes ; as m a n y as t w o a t a t ime 
have been found in the tents of the officers. 

Augus t 9th. T w o Mexicans ar r ived f rom the Rio 
Grande . T h e y repor t only five hundred men a t Mat -
amoras , and Ar is ta still a t Monte rey , no movements 



being made . T h a t , however , is no sign ; the gove rn -
ment is despotic, and no movements a re m a d e public. 
T h e Undine succeeded in ge t t ing over the flats, and 
will now ply be tween them and the camp. T w o com-
panies of the 4th In fan t ry came in her . T h a t r eg imen t 
a r r ived safely at the island several days since. Dril ls 
a r e the o rde r of the day , and eve ry exert ion is m a d e 
to p r e p a r e the command for any emergency . G r e a t 
at tent ion is paid to the t a rge t p r ac t i c e ; w e may h a v e 
use for s h a r p shooting. Noth ing of any moment trans-
pired until the 12th, w h e n w e rece ived information tha t 
the Mexican troops w e r e in motion ; tha t Ar is ta had 
left M o n t e r e y w i t h one thousand infantry and five hun-
dred cava l ry for Ma tamoras . W a r had not yet been 
dec la red , but the people w e r e dai ly in expectat ion of 
it. It is r epor ted tha t Genera l Ar is ta is deficient in 
funds to p a y his a rmy . T h e g rea t major i ty of us a r e 
of opinion there will be no fighting, al though Mexico 
m a y dec la re w a r , if only to save her pride. She is in-
capable , in her present dis t racted state, in the ut ter ly 
p ros t ra ted condition of her t reasury , to sustain a w a r . 
T h e information of Ar is ta ' s movements w a s brought 
to us by a Mexican called Chapi ta , the favori te and 
confidential spy of Colonel Kinney . H e is a man in 
the p r ime of life, middling height , b road shoulders, 
muscles like whip-cords , a dark , piercing eye, prom-
inent forehead, and bushy eye -b rows ; hav ing that de-
termined expression of countenance common to one 
w h o follows so dangerous an occupat ion. H e is de-
voted ly a t t ached to Colonel Kinney , and assisted him 
in his escape from the prison a t Ma tamoras , in which 
he had been confined b y the mil i tary commandan t . 
H e a l w a y s t ravels alone through the desolate and 
d r e a r y wi lderness extending to the Rio Grande , and 
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has r idden f rom tha t r i ve r to Corpus-Christi (one hun-
dred and fifty miles) in a d a y and night. H i s favori te 
horse is a Mexican, about thir teen hands high, and so 
thin you would hardly think him fit for the c rows . 
T h e repor t g a v e us some little excitement, and w e 
could not help laughing at our situation. W i t h no 
d ragoons nor ar t i l lery, and our force sca t te red be-
tween St . Joseph 's and this place, w e would not have 
been in a position to wi ths tand a vigorous assault of 
five thousand men. 

Augus t 14th. T h e schooner S w a l l o w , wi th b a g g a g e 
and stores for the troops, wen t on the bar, and w a s 
wrecked . An immense mail w a s thoroughly soaked. 
A m o n g the last things found was a p a p e r containing 
the Mexican minister 's p roc lamat ion to the command-
ers of depar tments , urg ing upon them the necess i ty of 
increased ene rgy in recru i t ing the a r m y . Th i s begins 
to look ra ther more serious. T h e recept ion of this let-
te r , combined with the different repor t s w e h a v e re -
ceived, has crea ted no little exci tement . Our lieu-
tenant-colonel, E . A . Hi tchcock , commanding officer, 
deemed it p rudent to t h r o w up a line of defense, which 
w a s commenced on the 15th, under the superintend-
ence of Captain La rned , 4 th Infant ry . In case of an 
a t tack , w e have only six hundred and ninety-nine men 
with w h o m to oppose the enemy. T h e policy of the 
government is n igga rd ly in the ext reme. If the object 
in sending us here was political effect, that might h a v e 
been at tained by simply publishing a bulletin on this 
side of the S a b i n e ; if to take and hold possession of 
the count ry agains t an enemy, it is ent i re ly inadequate . 
It is on a par, however , wi th all the first mil i tary op-
erat ions of a republic. W e may consider ourselves a 
me re bait for the enemy. Bai t as w e are, under it 

r * 
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they would find a hook, though small, yet , if skilfully 
managed , would hold and land them. T h a t w e could 
conquer Ar is ta to-morrow, none doub t s ; but it would 
be a f t e r a bloody bat t le and g r e a t loss of life. N o t 
many historians would be left to tell the tale. 

Genera l T a y l o r a r r ived f rom St . Joseph ' s Island on 
the 15th of August . T h e 7th In fan t ry is o rde red to 
join us. 

This land of T e x a s is ce lebra ted for many t h ings ; 
in fact , for almost e v e r y th ing but the refinements of 
society. A m o n g those cha rac t e r s who have gained a 
reputa t ion tha t can only die with the history of horse-
thieves and abominable rascals , the n a m e "of G a r n e r 
s tands conspicuous. H e was one of the most notori-
ous rasca ls in the country . H e held a t one t ime the 
honorable station of high pr ivate in the a r m y of Tex-
as. Feel ing discontented with his position, and believ-
ing his light was hidden under a bushel, or tha t he would 
become rus ty in the a r t of horse-steal ing, he deser ted. 
Apprehens ion , trial, and condemnat ion followed. H e 
w a s sentenced to be shot. On the d a y appointed for 
his execution Genera l Hous ton was present . T h e pris-
oner knelt wi th perfect composure upon his coffin, be-
fore which w a s the g r a v e . H e requested permission 
not to have his eyes bl inded; that he w a s not afra id to 
look dea th in the face. T h e c e r e m o n y proceeded, the 
command , " r e a d y ! aim !" w a s given, w h e n General 
H o u s t o n repr ieved him. G a r n e r rose f rom his- coffin, 
and , with per fec t effrontery and sang-froid, approached 
the general , and exclaimed, " Fun's fun, general, but 
I'll be — if this is not carrying a joke a L I T T L E too far;" 
and then added, " If you had shot me you would have 
lost the best man in your a r m y ! " 
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C H A P T E R V 

N O T H I N G of g r e a t impor tance occur red b e t w e e n the 
16th and 25th of Augus t . T h e t r ade r s d rove a brisk 
business in mus tang horse-f lesh; many of the officers 
supplied themselves, but at pr ices near ly fifty per cent, 
higher than the usual ra te . As r e g a r d s color and gait , 
nea r ly all could be suited. T h e best look as if they 
had lost all the fire they possessed in a s ta te of na tu re . 
T h e i r look is one of regre t , as if they w e r e dwel l ing 
upon the glories of un t rammeled motion on the bound-
less plains. T h e ent renchments w e r e pushed on vig-
orously . Some cannon w e r e bor rowed f rom Colonel 
Kinney , and placed in position, to g ive us a more ter-
rific appearance . I question w h e t h e r they w e r e not 
more dangerous to ourselves than the enemy. T h e 
genera l ordered all operat ions to cease upon it, feeling 
convinced, f rom the position, it could afford us v e r y 
little protection. T h e w o r k has been of some service, 
as it has g iven us a pract ical knowledge of the man-
ner of hastily th rowing up a temporal y defense. T h e 
s teamer Undine w a s discharged, and a poor, misera-
ble w r e c k of a boat, called the Dayton , took its place. 
T h e Dragoons h a v e been heard f rom at S a n Antonio, 
and were to leave for San Pat r ic io on the 21st. Had a 
visit f rom two Lipan chiefs. T h e y w e r e magnificent 
specimens of the Ind ian r ace ; tall, huge f rames , wi th 
muscles well developed, and with open, fearless coun-
tenances , they appeared, in eve ry part icular , war r io r s 
of the desert . The i r usual a r r a y is v e r y simple and cu-
rious. The i r saddle is a simple tree, primitive enough 
in its construction, f rom which it would be v e r y diffi-
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cult to be th rown. The i r a rms a re the bow a n d a r r o w , 
and tomahawk ; the bow is made of mesquite, covered 
with the skin of some animal, to which is a t tached a 
pouch for their a r rows , the w h o l e decora ted with 
beads. General T a y l o r and staff left on the 23d for 
San Patr ic io , to meet the Dragoons . On the 24th w e 
w e r e visited b y a terr if ic thunder-s torm, accompanied 
by torrents of rain. L ieutenant B r a g g had one of his 
negro boys killed instantaneously, and another badly 
injured, by lightning. T h e c rash w a s t remendous, and 
w a s felt throughout the camp. M y a r m w a s shocked 
as severe ly as if I had received a d ischarge of elec-
tr ici ty from a heavily-laden bat tery , and the whole air 
was impregnated with a smell of sulphur. A child 
w a s born at the height of the storm, and should cer-
tainly be chris tened " Thunder." A f ew more such 
storms, and feather-beds will be in demand . T h e y a r e 
perfect ly awful—take your breath a w a y , and m a k e you 
sit bolt upr ight in your chair , feet on the rung, as if 
you r life depended upon it. 

Genera l T a y l o r re turned on the 25th. H i s meet-
ing with the Dragoons w a s somewha t s ingular . T h e 
heavy thunder w e had on the 24th w a s taken by them 
for the distant rumbl ing of cannon. T h e y felt assured 
w e w e r e a t tacked. " T o horse !" w a s sounded. M e n 
who before w e r e on the sick repor t found themselves 
by their horses ' sides, and they all gal lant ly dashed in 
and s w a m the Nueces . W h e n they met the genera l , 
they w e r e march ing by squadrons, with the full belief 
w e w e r e engaged with the enemy. T h e i r promptness 
and ga l lan t passage of the r iver in the saddle ref lect 
g r ea t credit upon them. T h e 2d Dragoons ar r ived at 
S a n Patr ic io , a small village on the Nueces River , on 
the 23d of August . T h e y accomplished this fat iguing 

m a r c h in the hea t of summer , wi th horses perfect ly 
unaccl imated, in th i r ty days . T h e y a r e in fine health 
and spirits, and will join us in a f e w days. 

August 25th. T h e a r r iva l of L ieu tenan t Ringgold , 
wi th dispatches f rom Wash ing ton to General T a y l o r , 
t h r e w the whole camp into a fever, and prevented a n y 
thing like going to bed until the small hours. W h a t is 
to p a y ? T h e 5th and 8th R e g i m e n t s of Infant ry , and 
four companies of flying art i l lery, a r e o rde red here 
for thwi th ! T h e 5th concent ra te a t Jefferson Bar-
racks . T h e news received at W a s h i n g t o n f rom Mex-
ico has caused the g rea tes t a l a rm as r e g a r d s our fate. 
T h e impression at Wash ing ton was , tha t w e w e r e in 
the most critical position, and that it w a s questionable 
w h e t h e r any t roops could be found to re-enforce us. If 
they rea l ly had advices of a war l ike nature , of w h i c h 
w e at the t ime had none, save the Mexican bombast ic 
paper threats , there might h a v e been a little mental suf-
fer ing w h e n they calmly ref lected upon our desti tute 
condition, and h o w insignificant was our force if there 
w a s the remotest probabil i ty of a conflict wi th Mexico 
If repor ts could have reached the nor th on the 6th of 
August which could have led them to believe the Mex-
icans had invaded the coun t ry wi th so l a rge a force as 
to have demolished us, w h a t will they think upon the 
recept ion of Genera l H e r r e r a ' s w a r message to the 
Mexican Congress , wh ich did not r e a c h N e w Orleans 
until the 7 th? Then t hey will have us buried. De-
spite all these a larms, w e a re r e a d y for a n y th ing that 
m a y o c c u r — n e v e r felt our oats better . 

U p to this da te there is nothing n e w f rom Mexico. 
O u r information of movements is accura te , and can be 
relied upon. T h e r e is no force of any amount , as yet, 
collected. Genera l Ar is ta is,still a t Monte rey . L a s t 



repor t s f rom M a t a m o r a s m a k e out one thousand five 
hundred troops there. A declara t ion of w a r w a s con-
stant ly looked for by the people. I do not know how 
they can well avoid it, but I do not believe a mother ' s 
son of them will cross the Rio Grande . M a n y differ 
wi th me in opinion—nous verrons. If there is a dec-
laration it m a y well have been brought for th by the 
knowledge of the pa l t ry number of t roops at present 
he re A respec table force would have o v e r a w e d them 

I he s team-ship Alabama a r r ived to-day with five 
companies of the 7th Infan t ry , under command of Ma-
jor Brown, and two companies of Volunteer Art i l lery 
with their ba t t e ry and horses, under the command of 
M a j o r Gai ly . T h e s e companies w e r e called out by 
Majo r -genera l Gaines. T h e citizens of N e w Orleans 
w e r e under g r e a t apprehensions for our safe ty . T h a t 
patr iot ic ci ty, composed of citizen-soldiers, is eve r 
r e a d y and foremost to take up a rms and fly to fight the 
bat t les of her country . L o n g m a y she be r enowned 
tor it, and rece ive all the c red i t that is due such patri-
otic impulses and p rompt action. 

T w o companies of the 4th In fan t ry a r r ived to-day 
m the barque « Wil l iam Ivy . " T h e y a re commanded 
by M a j o r G r a h a m , and w e r e last s tat ioned at F o r t 
Scot t , Missouri . 

W h e n all the t roops a r r i ve at present under o rders 
for this place, the " A r m y of Occupat ion" will consist 
of 2d Dragoons , five companies of Art i l lery, 3d, 4th 
5th, 7th, and 8th Reg imen t s of Infant ry , making an ag-
g r e g a t e of three thousand men. T h a t will be quite a 
respec tab le s h o w ; and w h e n well supplied with all the 
munitions of w a r , f rom a bullet to a bomb, f rom a mus-
ket to a siege-piece, will be qui te a dange rous c r o w d 
to fall in wi th . 
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Colonel T w i g g s , wi th his Reg imen t of Dragoons , ar-
rived on the 27th. T h r e e companies of the 7th a r r ived 
on the 28th. F r o m this da te drills w e r e the o rde r of 
the day. A depot w a s formed on the beach, d i rect ly 
behind the line of in t renchments , of which I have pre-
viously spoken, and g r e a t ac t iv i ty prevai led in the at-
tempt to purchase mules and cat t le for t ranspor ta t ion 
of the a r m y in case of an emergency . 

T h e spy, Chapi ta , r e tu rned f rom M a t a m o r a s on the 
6th of Sep tember . H e repor ts no war l ike p repa ra -
tions, and that the t w o thousand men at M a t a m o r a s 
h a v e aga in dwindled to five hundred. H e says the 
people in that vicinity a re opposed to the w a r . 

An additional force is ordered h e r e ; it is t aken f rom 
the ar t i l lery regiments , so that each shall have four 
companies in the field, in all sixteen companies . T h e 
three companies of the 2d Dragoons , marched f rom 
F o r t W a s h i t a under the command of Major Beall, a r e 
to be stat ioned at S a n Antonio and Austin. 

Sep tember 12th. This a f te rnoon Lieu tenan t Gra -
ham, of the 4th Infan t ry , a r r ived in c a m p badly scalded, 
and repor ted tha t the s team-boat Day ton had burs t her 
boilers, killing Lieutenants Higgins and Ber ry , of the 
4th, and some others , and scalding many in the most 
shocking m a n n e r . T h e Day ton left in the morn ing 
for S t . Joseph 's Island, having on board Captain Cros-
man, Lieutenants G r a h a m , Higgins, Be r ry , and Woods , 
of the 4th, Lieutenant Gordon, of the 3d, and Doctor 
Cri t tenden. Besides these there w e r e several soldiers 
and citizens. At twen ty minutes past twe lve M., be-
ing opposite Maglone ' s Bluff, she burs t her boilers, 
scat ter ing dea th and destruct ion on e v e r y side. Lieu-
tenant Higgins , just before the explosion, was sitting 
talking to Doctor Cr i t tenden, and Lieutenants B e r r y 
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and W o o d s w e r e lying down near them, the former 
asleep, all being in the small cab in af t t he social hall. 
Captain Crosman , L ieu tenants G r a h a m and Gordon, 
wi th many others, w e r e s tanding on the boiler-deck. 
Lieutenant H igg ins w a s killed immediate ly b y a piece 
of iron str iking him on the h e a d ; Doc to r Cri t tenden 
and Lieutenant W o o d s escaped a n y mater ia l in jury ; 
L ieu tenan t B e r r y w a s k i l led ; all on the boiler-deck 
w e r e blown high into the air, and w e r e t h r o w n into 
the w a t e r some dis tance f rom the boat . L ieu tenan t 
Gordon w a s uninjured, Captain Crosman v e r y slightly, 
and Lieu tenan t G r a h a m v e r y badly. T h e r e w e r e eight 
killed and seventeen wounded . T h e scene baffles de-
script ion. A f t e r the first boiler burst , the second w a s 
th rown into the wate r , and exploded with a c rash like 
thunder , t h r o w i n g volumes of w a t e r high in air . T h e 
w a t e r w a s quite d e e p ; the poor, mangled fellows lay 
cl inging to pieces of the wreck , until, for tunate ly , they 
w e r e all picked up by the yawl , which w a s energet-
ically employed under the immediate direction of Lieu-
tenant Gordon. T h e wounded w e r e brought up this 
evening. As t h e y w e r e landed, it w a s horr ible in the 
ex t r eme to look at t h e m ; some with n e a r l y all the 
flesh o f f ; one with his leg b r o k e n ; and all more or 
less mut i l a t ed ; some perfect ly b l a c k e n e d ; and one 
n e g r o not only scalded, but his flesh burned to a crisp. 
E v e r y aid that exper ienced and talented medical offi-
ce r s could r ende r w a s f ree ly and prompt ly given. 
T h e genera l hospital was placed at the disposal of 
all, soldiers and citizens. T h e amount of terrible suf-
fer ing tha t is go ing on within its walls would rend the 
hear t of the most indifferent. T h e boat is a complete 
wreck , l i terally blown to a toms. It w a s an old hulk 
of a thing, total ly unfit to c a r r y passengers . It w a s 

our only choice in the absence of proper t ranspor ta -
tion. In an evil hour she w a s char te red , and was the 
means of sending eight souls, and possibly more, into 
eternity. L ieutenant Be r ry ' s body w a s r ecove red . 

T h e fate of poor Higgins is par t icular ly melancholy 
and sad. H e mar r ied Captain M.'s daugh te r last Ju ly , 
and separated f rom her two weeks after their m a r r i a g e , 
to join his company , then on its w a y to this p lace . 
The i r s had been an a t t achment of many y e a r s ; it w a s 
a m a r r i a g e of a day . T h e spring of their love had 
ha rd ly opened , when the frost of dea th deprived it of 
its bloom, wi thout deigning to g r a n t it the existence of 
a summer . 

Poor B e r r y ! the amiable, the mild, the pure , whose 
hear t k n e w no guile, shall w e n e v e r see you more ? 
T o die, too, ye ga l lan t souls, so miserable a dea th ! 
one from which your relat ives can d r a w no consola-
tion ! H a d it been on the field of battle, a f t e r a hard-
fought and wel l -earned day , a batt le for l iberty and 
your country, there would have been a secret satisfac-
tion and pride in yielding up thy w a r m sp i r i t s ; but to 
die the dea th of a dog, f rom the carelessness of others , 
is too, too bad ! M a y the God of Bat t les rece ive and 
cherish them, and c a r r y the consolation so necessa ry 
to the hear ts of their bereaved friends and relat ives. 
T h e y w e r e buried on the 13th, wi th appropr ia te mili-
t a ry honors. F r o m some unavoidable delay, the pro-
cession did not t ake up its line of m a r c h until a f t e r 
sunset. It was a solemn, sad m a r c h ; and the c i rcum-
stances and the t ime rende red it v e r y impressive. T h e 
sun had just se t ; the clouds, piled up in pyramids , w e r e 
t inged with golden l igh t ; flashes of l ightning w e r e seen 
in the n o r t h ; the pale moon, in the east, w a s smiling 
sweet ly forth, seemingly regard less of the sad feelings 
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of those in that solemn funeral procession. T h e y w e r e 
buried about half a mile from camp, on the top of a 
beautiful bluff, commanding an extensive and pictur-
esque view. T h e service of the dead w a s read by 
the light of a lamp. T h r e e volleys w e r e fired over 
their g raves . T h e escor t wheeled into column, and, to 
a l ively air f rom fife and drum, w e left the soldiers to 
their long sleep, and their d r e a r y but romant ic g raves . 

C H A P T E R VI . 

B E T W E E N the 13th and 24th of Sep tember the follow-
ing companies of United S ta tes t roops ar r ived, v i z . : 
Genera l W o r t h , wi th six companies of the 8th Infant-
r y ; M a j o r Ringgold , wi th his company of H o r s e Ar -
t i l lery ; two companies of the 8th, under Captain Og-
den ; also, Lieutenant Duncan 's c o m p a n y and ba t t e ry . 
His horses have suffered v e r y much, he having lost 
fourteen. Add to these Captain Burke ' s command (ar-
tillery), and five companies of the 5th Infan t ry , under 
Capta in Smith. These la t te r -named t roops have made 
a p rompt and exceedingly rapid m o v e m e n t ; they t rav-
eled two thousand five hundred miles in twenty-otie days. 
Detroi t was their s tar t ing-point ; thence across to the 
Ohio River by c a n a l ; d o w n the Ohio and Mississippi 
in s team-boats to N e w Orleans, and by the s team-ship 
A l a b a m a to Aransas Bay. 

A movement of this kind br ings into bold relief our 
g r a n d system of internal navigation, which, in con-
nect ion with our r ivers , enables the gove rnmen t , in an 
incredibly short period, to send t roops f rom one ex-
t r emi ty of the Union to the other . 
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A company of Texans are to be mustered into the 
service at each of the following places : Victoria , Cor-
pus Christi, S a n Antonio, and Austin. 

T h e son of an alcalde of one of the towns across the 
Rio Grande c a m e over and proposed to furnish the 
a r m y with f resh beef. T h a t is v e r y indicative of w a r 
— against beeves ! In the Sta tes the c r y is w a r ! 
w a r ! w a r ! W i t h the Mexicans it is bee f ! bee f ! beef ! 
T h e i r c r y is decidedly the most sensible. 

On the 29th Doc to r H a w k i n s ar r ived, with his ami-
able lady. She designs making camp her home. 

October 13th. It is gene ra l ly believed there will be 
a movement to the Rio G r a n d e in a short t ime . A 
l a rge proport ion of the force consti tuting the " A r m y 
of Occupat ion" has arr ived. T h e morn ing r e p o r t of 
to-day gives the following as the s t rength of the com-
mand : two hundred and fifty-one officers, th ree thou-
sand six hundred and seventy-one r ank and file; g r a n d 
aggrega te , three thousand nine hundred and twen ty -
two. T h e s e a r e pn the coast . T h e th ree companies 
of Dragoons in the interior number about one hund-
red and fifty. T h e following is the distribution of the 
f o r c e s : T h e 1st Br igade is on the r i g h t ; it is composed 
of the 8th Infant ry and twe lve companies of Art i l -
lery, the whole commanded by Breve t Br igadier-gen-
eral W o r t h . N e x t comes the Dragoons , commanded 
by Genera l T w i g g s . T h e n the 2d Br igade, composed 
of the 5th and 7th Reg imen t s of Infant ry , commanded 
by Lieutenant-colonel Mcin tosh . T h e n a command 
of four companies of H o r s e Art i l lery, unden M a j o r E r -
ving. T h e n the third Br igade, composed of the 3d and 
4th Infant ry , commanded by Colonel Whis t l e r ; and 
then two companies of Volunteer Art i l lery, under the 
command of M a j o r Gaily. 
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Of late w e hear v e r y little talk of w a r . T h e t ime 
not spent in drilling is act ively employed in r iding, 
fishing, and hunt ing. 

Colonel P a y n e has been appointed inspector-general 
for the " A r m y of Occupat ion ." H e rev iewed the dif-
fe ren t br igades on the 15th and 16th. T h e display 
w a s quite c red i t ab le ; and w e all felt t ha t a more effi-
cient a r m y , for its size, w a s n e v e r brought into the field. 

A par ty of five officers left on the 23d for a three 
days ' hunt upon the Nueces . W e w e r e comple te ly 
equipped in e v e r y respect . No th ing could exceed the 
beau ty of the wea the r , the sweet , cha rming scenery , 
and the buoyancy of all. It is no little relief to e scape 
for a f ew days from the everlast ing sound of the fife 
and drum. W e all lay claim to a good share of patr i -
otism, and a re exceedingly ambitious of d r i l l ing ; but, 
then, " too much of a good thing is good for nothing." 
N o one but the most i r rec la imable cynic could have 
r idden over the beautiful country in the vicinity of the 
Nueces wi thout being enchanted wi th its beauty . T h e 
g ras s is of a r ich pea -g reen ; the " mots" of t imber , wi th 
their deep black-green, sca t tered about in picturesque 
confus ion ; the roll ing prairie, and the level plain, and 
the swee t Nueces , coursing its quiet w a y , as if th rough 
a g r e e n meadow, presented a picture of which the e y e 
could never tire, and to t ransmi t which would require 
the pencil of a Lora ine in his happiest mood . T h e r e 
a r e some sites for building which surpass, in quiet, pas-
toral loveliness, any I have ever seen. Our pa r ty w a s 
made of the r ight s tuff ; good men and t rue ; r eady for 
any e m e r g e n c y ; and w e r e each on the qui vive for 
t iger o r panther . W e w e r e grat i f ied in killing one of 
the lat ter gent lemen. T h e second d a y w e had all re-
tu rned to camp for some g r u b except D., w h e n w e 
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saw him coming on horseback with (as w e supposed) 
a deer behind him. T o our joy, instead of a deer , he 
t h r e w down an enormous panther . " W e l l done, D. !" 
w a s the involuntary exclamation. " W h e r e did you 
kill h im?" " U n d e r w h a t c i r cums tances?" " E a s y , m y 
b o y s ; just hold your ho r se s ; I'll tell y o u ; but , jus t tip 
me some grog, for I am ra ther used up . Wel l , I shot 
a busting big buck, and s a w it fall, about a hundred 
y a r d s f rom me, in a ' mot. ' K n o w i n g when ' Old 
K i n g Death ' (name of his rifle) sends a ball tha t it is 
all up with any thing it hits, I g a v e myself no uneasi-
ness about the buck, and was c r awl ing upon another , 
w h e n I hea rd the g rea te s t fuss and growl ing w h e r e 
the buck fell, and concluded the wolves must h a v e go t 
it. I ran up, and got wi th in six feet before I saw the 
cause of all this confusion ; when , s imultaneously with 
m y sight, wi th a sharp, ca t -growl , and despera te leap, 
a panther sp rang at me. I had barely time to fell back 
a few feet, w h e n he brushed past me in full leap, just 
missing m y person, l ighting on the ground about twen-
ty feet f rom me. H e instantly turned t o w a r d me, and 
p repared , wi th teeth shown, tail on his back, and dea th 
in his eye , to make another spr ing at me. I d r e w up 
' K ing Dea th , ' saying, ' It is you or I, old fellow,' c racked 
a w a y , and shot him through the center of the forehead, 
a little lower than the eyes . H e fell, and, with some 
despera te s t ruggles , died, rel ieving me from ra the r an 
unpleasant p red icament . " " Good, old fellow ! bring 
out tha t bottle of Cozzens's old b r a n d y ; none but the 
best to drink to the panther-ki l ler ." It cer ta inly w a s 
a dangerous, most fearfully dangerous situation. D. 's 
coolness, dar ing, and r e a d y command of nerve saved 
his life. T h e animal weighed one hundred and sixty 
pounds, w a s seven feet e ight inches f rom tip to tip, 



and four feet high. T h e spotted t igers a re terr ible 
animals, and the fiercest hunt ing-dogs c o w e r at the i r 
approach . Colonel C., of Texas , told me that , on the 
Bernard River , while hunt ing coons with a friend, the 
dogs treed, in an immense live-oak, something over 
which they m a d e an unusual commotion. Being the 
youngest , it was his fate to climb the tree, and get , as 
they thought , the coon down . T h e t r ee was di rect ly 
on the r ive r bank, and its horizontal b ranches reached 
nea r ly across. T h e trees a re no saplings in that sec-
tion of count ry , the live-oaks espec ia l ly ; for they do 
say that under the shade of s O m e f i v e hundred persons 
could dine. If they could have had these t rees in the 
sylvan times in mer ry Eng land , wha t dances the good 
people could have had unde r them ! But to re turn . 
H e climbed the tree, and c r a w l i n g out on one of these 
horizontal limbs, expect ing e v e r y moment to see the 
coon, wha t should present itself, upon rising up to look 
round, but an immense spotted tiger, wi th eyes " like 
balls of fire." W h a t to do was the question. H e could 
not back o u t ; he dared not d rop into the r iver , for it 
was full of alligators. H e fell upon this p l a n : swung 
himself below the limb, and hung on by his hands ! T h e 
t iger walked over him, descended the t ree , and wen t 
through a c rowd of nine dogs , as fierce ones as there 
w e r e in Texas , w h o never even growled at him. 

O u r hunt ing w a s ent irely still hun t ing ; the g round 
will not admit of a n y d r i v i n g ; the deer have no regu-
lar runs. A t the point w h e r e w e encamped our hunt-
ing was confined to a s tr ip of mesquite chapar ra l , about 
twelve miles long and two or three broad, running par-
allel wi th the Nueces . T h e deer a re a t t racted to it by 
their fondness of the bean of tha t tree. T h e number 
of deer is incredible. Pass ing through the chapar ra l , 

you come to the bald prair ie , in which you find hund-
reds in a drove. In the prair ie they a re only a curi-
osity for their n u m b e r s ; the hunter has no chance ; 
for it is impossible to c r awl upon them, and still more 
impossible to run them down, as the g round , in places, 
is so mellow tha t the horse sinks in above his knefes, 
which would make the chase very dangerous both to 
horse and r ider . O u r most exci t ing sport w a s shoot-
ing wild geese. E v e r y morning they fly f rom the prai-
r ie to the salt marshes, and re turn in the evening. S ta -
tioning ourselves on one of the innumerable bluffs, w e 
knocked them over r ight and left. T w o of the morn-
ings proving v e r y foggy , and the geese flying v e r y low, 
w e s laughtered them out and out. J o b was heard a 
quar ter of a mile f rom camp, c racking a w a y as fast 
as he could load. " B a n g ! bang ! how J o b is g iv ing 
it to them 1" Presen t ly he m a d e his appearance , wi th-
out any geese, and as he c a m e in w e all cried out, 
" W h y , w h a t luck ? you have been firing a w a y as if 
you w e r e protect ing yourself f rom being knocked d o w n 
by them ! w e never hea rd such a firing !" " F i r ing 
a w a y ! yes, you ' r e a p re t ty set of fellows ; here I have 
been hallooing as loud as I could, and ge t t ing no an-
swer . I took to firing off" m y p iece—regu la r distress-
guns ; and n o w you tell me I was having tip-top spo r t ! 
I w a s completely l o s t ! and not knowing how far I w a s 
f rom camp, I have hung up five geese, and shall never 
find them." W e had a h e a r t y laugh at the " lost one ." 
T w o of the geese w e r e a f t e r w a r d found, but the buzz-
a rd s had appropr ia ted to themselves the res t . Lieu-
tenant R. , separat ing f rom his pony to kill a deer , a f ter 
butcher ing it w a s unable to find his horse, as it was 
dark, and a r r ived in camp on f o o t ; on his w a y he killed 
some geese, and hung them up to guide him back in 
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the morning. T h e next morn ing he found his pony 
and deer . It is not eve ry w h e r e you can find your 
w a y to a lost horse by leaving your game along the 
road. W e reached camp on the evening of the th i rd 
day . R e t u r n of killed, ten deer , fifty-one geese, four 
bit tern, two sand-hill c rane , sixty-nine snipe, e ighteen 
ducks, four cur lew, three turkeys, and one panther . 

Th i s is a specimen of the success of the many hunt-
ing part ies w h o f requent ly wen t off for several days , 
and will give some idea of the abundance and var ie ty 
of the game . 

C H A P T E R V I I . 

N O V E M B E R 1st. T h e time for which M a j o r Gally 's 
battalion of volunteers w e r e called out having expired, 
the genera l has decided upon sending them home. 
T h e y have conducted themselves with g r e a t proprie-
ty, and have been indefat igable in the i r drill. A t ten 
o 'clock A.M. t h e y g a v e the camp a farewel l salute. 
On the 4th they embarked , and w e r e saluted in re turn . 

One can hardly realize that the Corpus Christ i be-
fore us now is the set t lement of sca t te r ing houses w e 
s a w upon our landing. A t the end of N o v e m b e r its 
population w a s computed at one thousand. T h e ma-
jori ty of them are g r o c e r y keepers and gamblers , w h o 
have come here to feed upon the a rmy . Houses ap-
pear to have g r o w n in a night. T h e r e a re all sorts, 
f rom a f r ame covered (from the w a n t of lumber o r 
cash, o r both) with common domestic, to a tolerably 
respec table one, c lapboarded and shingled. A theater , 
of no inconsiderable dimensions, is about being erected, 
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and a company of ac tors a re anxiously awai t ing its 
completion. 

Dur ing the la t ter pa r t of November and the month 
of D e c e m b e r w e had the most shocking w e a t h e r im-
ag inab le ; either cold " n o r t h e r s " or d renching rains, 
wi thout intermission. H a s t thou, dear r eade r , eve r 
felt a nor the r? hea rd tell of one? No. We l l , your 
nor thern cold is nothing to it. It comes " like a thief 
in the night," and all but steals your life. You g o to 
bed, w e a t h e r sul t ry and w a r m , bed-clothes disagreea-
ble, tent o p e n ; before morning you hear a distant 
r u m b l i n g ; the roa r ing increases—the norther comes. 
F o r several minutes you hear it ca ree r ing in its wild 
c o u r s e ; w h e n it reaches you it issues fresh f rom the 
snow-mountains , and with a severity which th rea tens 
to pros t ra te the camp. T h e change in one's feelings 
is like an instantaneous transit from the torrid to the 
fr igid zone ; b lankets a re in demand, and no one thinks 
of living wi thout a good supply on hand. I ce has 
formed in pails severa l times, and one morning e v e r y 
tent had an ice c o v e r i n g ; the sleet had, frozen upon it, 
and the crackl ing of the canvas sounded like any thing 
but music. W e w e r e forced to throw up embankment s 
and plant chapar ra l to the nor th of our tents, to b reak 
the wind. T h e men, of course, suffer a g r ea t deal . 
T h e constant dampness and bad w a t e r have produced 
many serious cases of dysentery . , T h e beau ty of this 
cl imate is decidedly in the summer. I'll venture to 
s ay there is no part of the United S ta tes cursed with 
such a var iab le one in the winter . O h ! Texas , if w e 
have not " fought, bled, and died" for you, w e have 
done as Dick R i k e r (peace to his ashes) did, "suffered 
some." 

Our encampment presented quite a picturesque ap-
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pearance , wi th the evergreen inclosures. It looked 
like an encampment a m o n g o range groves . 

T h e morning after our coldest night, cart-loads of 
the finest fish and green- tur t le w e r e dr iven on shore at 
the N u e c e s reef in a torpid state. Wagon-loads w e r e 
car r ied off by the men. 

F o r the last month, w h e n e v e r a d a y would permit , 
some kind of a pony-race came off. F o r short distan-
ces, some of the mus tangs make quite a respec table 
show. One r ace , for three hundred yards , be tween 
two cream-colored ponies, w a s inimitably rich. T h e 
first heat w a s declared lost f rom foul r i d i n g ; the par-
ties ag reed to run it over . In the next, one pony bolt-
ed, and, not at all a larmed by the c rowd, cleared two 
o r three piles of rubbish, knocked one man down, t h r e w 
his r ider , r an about fifty yards , s topped, turned round, 
and snorted, as much as to say, " Beat that, if you can . " 
T h a t pony w a s hard to beat . 

S o m e w h o read these pages will r e m e m b e r the fun 
and merr iment produced at the mus tang pony-races 
and never can forget the " m o d u s ope rand i " of roping 
mules to mark them. A Mexican goes into the herd, 
and dextrously throws the lasso ove r the one desig-
nated , and then all hands bend on and pull him (af ter 
g r e a t resistance) out of the pen. Jus t as he goes out, 
a man at the ga te , with consummate skill, t h rows a 
lasso, and catches the mule by one of his l e g s ; and 
then commences the sport . T h e object now is to t h r o w 
them to be b randed . Somet imes they a re cast v e r y 
easily, and then, again , they resist for several minutes, 
kicking, jumping, and per forming all kinds of g y r a -
tions ; e v e r y motion has something comical and ridic-
ulous about it. Sometimes, w h e n one is down and is 
b randed , instead of flinching the moment the iron sears 

him, he lies still for a moment , and then, as if he had 
forgot ten himself, thrashes around, and plays the v e r y 
devil. 

E a r l y last month (October) a pa r ty of Mexicans 
brought in a horse, wh ich was repor ted to be the cel-
ebra ted " W h i t e H o r s e of the Prair ies ," the one so oft-
en seen and described by t ravelers over the southwest-
ern prair ies. H e w a s a flea-bitten g r a y , fourteen hands 
high, well proport ioned, and built a good deal a f t e r the 
pa t te rn of a Cones tago No< 2. H i s head and neck 
w e r e real ly beautiful , per fec t A r a b i a n ; beautiful ears , 
l a rge nostrils, g r e a t b read th of forehead, and a throt -
tle as la rge as any I h a v e ever seen in a blooded n a g . 
His whi te main w a s t w o feet long. H e looked about 
twenty-f ive yea r s old. H e w a s dr iven into a pen with 
some hundred others, and lassoed. Thus , b y an art i-
fice, w a s en t rapped the mona rch of the m u s t a n g s : no 
more will he lead the countless herds in their wild 
scampers of f reedom ; no more will be seen his noble 
form, wi th head up and eye dilated, s tanding on the 
prairie-knoll, snuffing d a n g e r in the breeze, and dash-
ing off a t l ightning-speed w h e n it becomes appa ren t . 

Lieutenant-colonel Hof fman , of the 7th Infan t ry , died 
on the 26th of N o v e m b e r , and Lieutenant Allen, of the 
Dragoons , on the 6th of D e c e m b e r . T h e fo rmer was 
an old and faithful officer, the la t ter a g r adua t e of 1846. 

T h e a r m y thea te r opened on the 8th of J a n u a r y , 
1846. It w a s a capi ta l building, capable of containing 
some eight hundred persons. T h e scenes w e r e paint-
ed b y officers of the a rmy . A v e r y clever c o m p a n y 
w a s engaged , and m a n y an o therwise d r e a r y evening 
w a s spent by many of us with infinite pleasure within 
its walls. 

E a r l y in F e b r u a r y Genera l T a y l o r rece ived orders 



C A M P A I G N S K E T C H E S O F 

to m a r c h to the Rio Grande , and select some eligible 
and heal thy situation on that r ive r for his commapd . 
It is idle to discuss the propr ie ty of this move . In an-
nexing T e x a s to the Union, w e w e r e bound to take her 
as she was . Texas , wi th her prescr ibed limits. She 
cla imed to the Rio Grande . T h e moment the annex-
ation w a s consummated the Mexican minister demand-
ed his passports , and left the country . W a r appeared 
to be inevitable. Our gove rnmen t , anxious to avoid 
a n y conflict , took means to ascer ta in whe the r an agen t 
would be rece ived, wi th p o w e r to adjus t all quest ions 
in dispute be tween the two governments . H a v i n g re-
ceived assurances that such an agen t would be received, 
Mr . Slidell w a s selected by the president, and immedi-
a te ly dispatched to Mexico. T h e fleet, a t the reques t of 
the then Pres ident of Mexico, w a s removed f rom before 
V e r a C r u z ; and the re can be little or no doubt that 
H e r r e r a w a s s incere in his desire to settle all difficul-
ties in the most amicable m a n n e r . A t the head of a 
g o v e r n m e n t as unstable as the winds, his seat w a s en-
t i re ly too insecure to retain it, and at the s ame time act 
wi th tha t digni ty, honesty, and firmness so neces sa ry 
to te rmina te successfully so delicate a negotiat ion. 
Upon the ar r iva l of M r . Slidell, the Council of Mexico 
resolved not to rece ive him. On the 29th of Decem-
ber , 1845, the pres idency of H e r r e r a was superseded 
by that of Paredes , placing an insuperable ba r r i e r in 
the w a y of negotiat ion. Hosti l i ty to the Uni ted Sta tes 
w a s the counters ign and w a t c h w o r d of this mil i tary 
chieftain. Mr . Slidell presented his credent ia ls to the 
n e w governmen t , and was again refused reception. 
Our gove rnmen t left nothing undone which might lead 
to a peaceable set t lement . But w h a t could be expect-
ed of a gove rnmen t depending ent i re ly upon the ca-

f . 
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price of mil i tary factions, w h e r e the president of to-day 
was superseded by the successful genera l to-morrow ? 

Dur ing the la t ter pa r t of J a n u a r y and F e b r u a r y , 
1846, repor ts w e r e dai ly coming in f rom the Rio 
Grande of the concent ra t ion of t roops upon tha t r iver , 
and that a f o rward movement would cer ta inly meet 
wi th res is tance. T h a t w a s of little consequence to 
us, professionally; our o rders w e r e out, and all tha t 
was requi red of us w a s p rompt obedience. Var ious 
rumors r eached us r ega rd ing the state of affairs in 
Mexico, more especial ly of the nor thern s ta tes . It 
w a s genera l ly believed there was another revolution 
on foot. Genera l Aris ta , suspected of good-will to 
this country, w a s rendered hostile by being supersed-
ed in command of the " A r m y of the Nor th . " It w a s 
thought the people of the nor thern states would rise, 
t h r o w off the mil i tary yoke of Paredes , dec la re them-
selves independent , form for themselves a s epa ra t e and 
independent government , and elect Ar is ta their gov-
ernor . T h e friends of this move dispatched Colonel 
Carabaha l to General Tay lo r , to prevent , if possible, 
the advance of our a rmy , fear ing it would check the 
outbreak, and cause the people to be united against us, 
and thus, for a t ime, r e t a rd their political regenera t ion . 
It would be sad to think such would be the effect, for 
no lover of f reedom can re f ra in f rom shedding t ea r s to 
witness the deplorable, deg raded state into which the 
poor Mexican is cast . Ground down by oppress ive 
taxat ion, subject to the capr ices of eve ry mil i tary up-
start , deprived of all their f r eedom of though t and 
action, it is to be feared that, unless the taper of f reedom 
(which is still burning in their bosoms, and occasion-
ally gives us some proofs of its existence by its feeble 
a t tempts to kindle the hear ts of the people) is careful ly 
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nursed, it will be extinguished forever . It is in the 
natura l course of things that, sooner or la ter , the north-
ern states will dec la re themselves independent . N o t 
m a n y yea r s hence the re m a y be another s ta te still 
f u r the r west , begging to be annexed; and w h o shall 
say the c r y will not be responded to, and another s ta r 
added to the br ight ones of Liber ty ? It is by " annex-
at ion" the whole Amer ican Continent is bound to be 
peopled by u s ; and fate, no doubt, has decreed that , 
e r e long, the anthem of L ibe r ty shall be sung along 
its length and b read th . 

T h e press of the count ry est imates our force a t four 
thousand . It is questionable w h e t h e r w e will advance 
with more than t w o thousand five hundred bayonets . 
Colonel Churchill , inspector genera l , r ev i ewed and in-
spec ted the t roops just prior to our depar tu re for the 
Rio Grande . 

Owing to the submerged s ta te of the count ry dur ing 
December , 1845, and J a n u a r y , 1846, it w a s thought 
the m a r c h across the coun t ry would be impract icable . 
For tuna te ly , in F e b r u a r y w e had delightfully w a r m 
wea the r , and the g round w a s rapidly dr ied. T h e re-
por t of two reconnoi ter ing parties, one for some for ty 
miles into the interior, and the other a long the shores 
of P a d r e Island, as far as Point Isabel, enabled the gen-
eral to dec ide upon crossing the country . 

Dur ing the winter months the most ac t ive means 
w e r e used by the quar te rmas te r ' s depa r tmen t to col-
lect t ranspor ta t ion . W e w e r e miserably de f i c i en t ; 
wild mules w e r e purchased and b r o k e n ; and e v e r y 
thing, you m a y s ay , had to be crea ted out of nothing. 
T o the exert ions of Captain Crosman, but m o r e part ic-
ularly to the ene rgy and untiring zeal of Colonel T . 
Cross, w e r e w e indebted for the meage r supply with 

which the a r m y effected its march . E v e r y p repara -
tion was made by the genera l to break up all his de-
pots at Corpus Christi, and remove them to S t . Jo-
seph's Island. At tha t point the genera l hospital w a s 
established. 

Pr ior to the depa r tu re of the a r m y , Genera l T a y l o r 
issued a proclamation, wh ich w a s translated into Span-
ish, and sent to the Rio G r a n d e for distribution. Its 
pacific t endency could not fail to produce a good effect. 
It showed the people w e were coming there with the 
most amicable intentions, de te rmined to respec t the 
civil and religious r ights of the inhabitants, and main-
tain, as far as in us lay, the most f r iendly re la t ions ; 
politely telling them if they would br ing in market ing , 
they would be paid the best of prices, and say ing ev-
ery thing, in fact, tha t could possibly conduce to per-
fect confidence. 

W e a re delighted at the prospects of the march , 
having become restless and anxious for a change ; 
anticipate no little fun, and all sorts of adventure , upon 
the route. 

T h e impression gains groünd tha t the reports which 
have been received here lately, r ega rd ing the number 
of t roops concent ra t ing upon the Rio Grande , a re grea t -
ly magnified, if not totally untrue. M a n y of us think 
there is not the remotes t prospect of a brush with them. 
I think it more than probable there a re some scat ter-
ing troops on this side of the r i v e r ; it is much more 
probable they will re t i re upon our advance . I think 
it is the object of the Mexican government to p rove 
that, a t the t ime of our arr ival , they had mili tary pos-
session of the country, believing that this might, in 
some fu ture negotiat ion, gain for them no small sum 
of money. 



T h e a r m y was ordered to move by br igades , and to 
concent ra te at the Colorado River , about sixty miles 
from the Rio Grande . 

And now, dear reader , I hope, if you have had pa-
tience to w a d e through the dull monotony of our so-
journ at Corpus Christi , you will be repaid by the pe-
rusal of subsequent chapters , detailing events which 
led to a most momentous period of our national h is tory. 

C H A P T E R VII I . 

M A R C H 8th. W e are off for the Rio Grande ! Col-
onel T w i g g s , wi th the 2d Regiment of Dragoons , and 
M a j o r Samuel Ringgold, wi th c o m p a n y of Horse Ar-
tillery, left a t t en this morn ing ; officers and men w e r e 
in t ip-top health and spirits, and all eager to r each our 
ex t r eme southwest boundary . Old " D a v y Branch ," 
the major ' s t rus ty and beautiful cha rge r , a f t e r ga in ing 
laurels on the turf, is equally r eady to r eap them on the 
battle-field, under his gal lant and accomplished owner . 

M a r c h 9th. T h e 1 st Br igade, under General W o r t h , 
having with him Duncan ' s ba t tery , took their depar t -
ure, and w e r e followed on the 10th by the 2d Br igade, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Mcin tosh . 

M a r c h 11th. T h e 3d Br igade (to which I w a s at-
tached) , under the command of Colonel Whis t le r , wi th 
Bragg ' s ba t te ry , left their old s tamping-ground. W e 
w e r e the first to arr ive , the last to leave. Genera l 
T a y l o r and staff left the s ame day . Corpus Christi 
looked perfect ly dese r t ed ; the field of whi te canvas 
w a s no longer v is ib le ; the camp-ground looked like 
desolation i t se l f ; but the br ight w a t e r s of the bay 

looked as sweet ly as ever . T h e a r m y w e r e encamped 
upon its borders seven months and e leven days . 

T h e day w a s oppressively hot. A s w e w e r e quiet-
ly marching along, some commotion w a s created a t 
the head of the column. It was caused by some of the 
men killing t w o piccarees (wild hogs) ; one of them, 
af ter being shot, made for the column, and was knocked 
down by one of the men with the butt of his gun ; and 
a mustang, taking it into his head to be a little restive, 
rel ieved himself of his load, a demure-looking camp-
woman . Af te r a m a r c h of sixteen miles, w e encamped 
on the Nueces . 

M a r c h 12th. A cold, d r e a r y m o r n i n g ; route over 
a monotonous, level prairie, called in Texas , from its pe-
culiar appea rance , " H o g w a l l o w " Pra i r ie , over which 
(from its boggy nature) w e had g r e a t difficulty in get-
ting the train. Our course was near ly west . O w i n g to 
the roads being so heavy, w e marched only e ight miles, 
and encamped. Genera l T a y l o r pushed fo rward to 
over take the advance . 

M a r c h 13th. O u r course to-day w a s southwest , 
prairie a little higher , wi th occasional skirts of mes-
quite and prickly-pear . Crossed the A g u a Dulce. a 
small s t ream about three miles from our last camp. 
Marched eleven miles, and encamped at some v e r y ex-
tensive water-holes, skirted with heavy t imber , called 
" Los Pintas ." 

M a r c h 14th. No th ing could surpass, this morning, 
the magnif icent mi r age seen in the west . Far , f a r 
a w a y in the distance appeared ranges of blue mount-
ains, lakes fringed with t rees , deep ravines, and farms 
wi th cultivated fields. T h e effect was exceedingly 
beautiful , and a t t rac ted universal attention. In con-
junction with this curious scene appeared the phenom-



ena of " converg ing r ays . " As the sun rose the fa i ry 
scene g r adua l l y d isappeared, and w h e n the advance 
sounded naugh t remained but the interminable vista of 
level prair ies . T h e delusion was p e r f e c t ; many un-
consciously called the attention of the officers to w h a t 
they real ly believed w e r e mountains. It appeared as 
if c rea ted to a w a k e n in some the recollect ions of their 
childhood's home. An enthusiast ic son of the Old Do-
minion exclaimed, " H a v e you ever been in Virginia ?" 
" N o ! " " W e l l , there a re the Blue Mountains , and 
m a n y just such a scene has been before me in that dear 
old s ta te ." Our course to-day has been near ly south. 
T h e morn ing w a s v e r y cold, and, singular to re la te , 
w e had quite a heavy whi te frost. Think of t h a t ! 
f rost 

in this lati tude on the 14th of M a r c h ! T h e prai-
l ie t raveled ove r is much higher and m o r e d r y ; the 
road w a s very hard , and the consequence was , some 
of the 

men became ra ther tender-footed. S a w a herd 
of antelope, wh ich dashed a w a y to the verge of the ho-
rizon, and proudly looked at the 

passing column. An 
immense drove of mus tangs made their appea rance in 
the distant ho r i zon ; their forms, at first indistinct, be-
c a m e more appa ren t as they gal loped t o w a r d us to 
g ra t i fy their curiosity. Severa l of the officers g a v e 
them chase, and an an imated scene ensued. Mounted 
on their blooded horses, they soon ran up with them. 
T h e mus tang can not compare , in either fleetness o r 
endurance , wi th ours. W h i l e hal t ing to " n o o n " it, 
one of the officers came gal loping into camp, hav ing 
by his side a v e r y young colt, which he was leading 
wi th a r o p e ; w h e n it became known that it w a s a 
w e e thing, but a few days old, a universal c ry w a s 
ra ised against his inhumanity. Another officer jumped 
on a horse, and carr ied it in the direction the drove 

was last seen, and left it n ea r a pond, and it is to be 
hoped the mother found it. Captain M'C. killed three 
piccarees . It is the wild boar , which, in days gone 
by, furnished so much sport to the followers of the 
chase. W e crossed the San Fe rnando five miles from 
our last camp. It is a ve ry small creek, a l though dig-
nified by the name of r iver . Qu i t e d r y ; in the w e t 
season a torrent of w a t e r must flow through i t : i ts 
banks a r e thickly wooded , the t rees inter lacing so 
thickly that the sun's rays scarcely ever fall into its 
cool and delightful shade. T h e str ip of t imber skirt-
ing its banks is v e r y na r row. T h e flowers dur ing to-
day ' s march w e r e gloriously rich ; conspicuous above 
all w e r e the T e x a n plume, a beautiful scarlet flower, 
the Mexican poppy, and the indigo. T h e country de-
creases in interest, becomes more barren, the scenery 
t a m e and monotonous; the only use to which it can 
be put is graz ing , and that is ve ry questionable in the 
summer season, on account of the g rea t scarc i ty of 
w a t e r for the stock. W e reached San Ger t rude about 
four P.M., and encamped. At this place a depot had 
been previously established by M a j o r W . G r a h a m ; 
the wa te r was quite brackish. 

Sunday , 15th. " A d v a n c e " sounded at sunr i se ; the 
prair ie higher and more rolling, and filled with gor -
geous flowers. T h e road was v e r y hard , and looked 
simply, by the passage of the advance brigades, like a 
wel l -beaten turnpike. " Tay lor ' s Tra i l " will never be 
obli terated. W e reached our camp, " S a n t a Cl#ra 
Mots," having marched thirteen miles, by twe lve M., 
under a scorching sun. T h e camp-fires of the 2d Brig-
a d e w e r e still burning. 

M a r c h 16th. T h e sunrise was t ruly beautiful and 
fforgeous. T h e prair ies more rolling, sandy, and bar-



ren, ye t filled with flowers. T h e dust w a s completely 
suffocating. Some of the servants discovered a picca-
ree, and d rove it t o w a r d the column ; it was shot just 
before it r eached us, thereby insuring some nice s teaks 
to the for tunate individual. Crossed the Bobee, a salt 
s t ream running through the prair ies. Its banks w e r e 
v e r y high, and composed of rot ten limestone. M a r c h e d 
thi r teen miles, and encamped at E l Pis ta . This is de-
cidedly one of our pret t iest camps . It is sur rounded 
by ponds, in which are quanti t ies of water - fowl . J u s t 
before r each ing here, the corpora l of General T a y l o r ' s 
escor t a r r ived with a dispatch from the genera l . Col-
onel T w i g g s has met the advance -gua rd of the e n e m y 
about t w e n t y miles this side of the Colorado. W e a re 
ordered to leave our ox- teams behind and hasten for-
w a r d . T h e news has crea ted an agreeab le and de-
lightful exc i t emen t ; knots of officers a re collected over 
the camp-fire, discussing the chances of a f i gh t ; the 
majori ty , however , incline to the opinion tha t it is a 
false a larm. 

M a r c h 17th. W e w e r e off a t ea r ly d a w n , and all 
pushed ahead with r enewed ene rgy . E m e r g i n g f rom 
a belt of mesquite, w e entered a region of coun t ry 
w h e r e the live-oak flourished. T o the eye the whole 
count ry was beaut i fu l ; nothing can exceed in beau ty 
the islands and c lumps of oak s t re tching out in e v e r y 
divers i ty of fo rm over a gen t ly undulat ing c o u n t r y ; 
but w h e n you come to the feet it is a v e r y different 
m a t t e r ; it is deep, deep sand, of the heaviest descrip-
tion, and perfect ly unproduct ive , ba re ly suppor t ing a 
v e r y thin g r o w t h of grass . W e have entered upon 
tha t pa r t of the country laid down as a deser t , and 
which Colonel Benton proposed should be the bounda-
ry between T e x a s and Mexico. It is m i d w a y between 
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the Nueces and the Rio Grande . T h e r e is the grea t -
est scarci ty of fresh w a t e r ; but, to tantalize the trav-
eler, he meets with pond af ter pond of salt water , whose 
beautiful, c lear surface only a g g r a v a t e s wi thout giving 
relief. One beautiful lake burst upon us in the midst 
of a level pra i r ie , surrounded b y high banks, capped 
with the Spanish bayonet in full bloom, wi th numerous 
water - fowl sport ing in its c lear waters . It w a s too 
tantalizing, for w e w e r e all suffering for the w a n t of 
wa t e r . T h e men suffered a g r e a t deal f rom the heat 
and dust , and w e r e g lad , a f t e r a march of t w e n t y miles, 
to find themselves in camp. Our road lies along the 
trail over which Genera l Filisola re t rea ted , a f ter the 
battle of San Jac in to . T h e terr ible suffering of his 
men is beyond description. 

M a r c h 18th. Did not m a r c h until eight o ' c lock ; 
de lay occasioned by the issuing of subsistence, and 
shifting provisions from the different teams, so as to 
leave the oxen behind, and make a forced march . T h e 
wind blew v e r y s trong, and the d a y w a s oppressively 
hot. By s tar t ing so late, the dew was off the sand, and 
rose in thick clouds, to envelop, blind, and choke us. 
W e had fourteen miles to march to ge t wate r , and 
w e r e forced to halt repeatedly, and the men sat down, 
with parched mouths, upon the hot sand, wi th the trop-
ical sun beating on them. T h e prair ie had a f ew sickly 
blades of grass upon i t ; the sand w a s like hot ashes, 
and when you stepped upon it you sank up to the ankle. 
T h e last two miles I could not but pity the m e n ; many 
g a v e out, and lay down by the road-side perfect ly ex-
hausted, looking as if they did not c a r e for life. W h e n 
w e perceived the Arti l lery halted on a hill, w e ha rd ly 
da red believe w a t e r w a s near . An hour af ter reach-
ing the pond w e w e r e again r eady for a s tart . This 



desert belt of country was thi r ty-four miles wide w h e r e 
w e crossed it. As soon as w e left the pond the face 
of the count ry changed ; some little g r a s s and patches 
of mesquite w e r e seen. E n c a m p e d th ree miles beyond 
the pond. W e here lea rned the cause of the a larm. 
L ieu tenan t H. , of the Dragoons , w a s in advance whi le 
march ing over the section of coun t ry included in to-
day ' s march . H e met with some twen ty - two mount-
ed Mexicans , supposed to be the advance of a l a rge r 
force . T h e officer in c o m m a n d told Lieutenant H . he 
must not advance . H . replied to them tha t w e w e r e 
only going to take peaceab le possession of the count ry , 
but that he would re turn and repor t to Colonel T w i g g s , 
and would meet him at th ree P . M . at the same spot. 
A t the time appointed Colonel T w i g g s w a s represent -
ed, but no Mex ican officer or soldier w a s visible. 

M a r c h 19th. T h e r e has been a decided improve-
ment in the c o u n t r y ; the amoun t of wood is increased, 
and the prair ies , sur rounded by t rees and in te rspersed 
wi th " mots ," p roduce a pic turesque and pleasing ef-
fect . S topped to lunch af ter march ing five miles. In 
a ne ighbor ing pond shot some " black-neck avorse t , " 
a r a r e species of plover. Rece ived an express f rom 
Genera l T a y l o r , s ta t ing tha t he w a s moving on by easy 
marches , and would expect us to join him on the 21st. 
Passed m a n y pens in which the Mexicans confine their 
d roves of cat t le and horses. Passed a Mexican on his 
w a y to Corpus Christi , w h o says w e a r e sure to h a v e 
a fight. 

M a r c h 20th. T h e face of the count ry and the na-
tu re of the soil have entirely changed ; the fo rmer has 
become more level and thickly wooded wi th mesquite, 
and the la t te r , f rom a sand to a stiff, b lack c lay . I t 
has been one of the most picturesque marches w e have 

yet enjoyed. It was impossible to divest one's self of 
the idea that w e were, march ing through a peach or-
chard. T h e flowers have aga in appeared in all their 
glory, acres of them at a sight. E n c a m p e d , a f t e r a 
march of sixteen miles. 

M a r c h 21st. Qui te an excit ing day . H a d not pro-
ceeded more than three miles f rom camp, when, seeing 
some horsemen in advance , our good colonel took them 
for the enemy, halted his command, and m a d e prepa-
rat ions to receive them. It turned out to be an escort 
to some teams sent back to rel ieve our loads. W e 
then learned that the Dragoons and 1st and 2d Brigades 
crossed the Colorado on the 20th. W h e n General T a y -
lor, wi th his command, reached the bank, some twen ty 
or thir ty Mexicans presented themselves, and said tha t 
if his force a t tempted to cross, they would fire upon i t ; 
tha t such were their orders . T h e i r troops w e r e d r a w n 
up in o rde r of batt le upon the b a n k ; the Mexican bu-
gles sounded for some distance up and down the r iver , 
making out there was an immense force opposed to us.' 
A fight appeared to be certain, and al though our gal-
lant fellows had made up their minds they would have 
to cross amid a shower of bullets, they w e r e eager to 
advance . T h e men w e r e employed cut t ing down the 
bank for the passage of the train. General T a y l o r 
s tanding on the bank, told them tha t « a s soon as he' 
cut down the bank he intended to cross, and that the 
first Mexican he s a w a f te r our men entered the w a t e r 
would be shot." A t this there w a s a r egu la r scamper-
ing on their parts . T h e bank being prepared , the word 
"forward / " w a s given, and our boys dashed into the 
r iver , which at that point was four feet deep. T h e 
bat ter ies w e r e d r a w n up to cover the passage • port-
fires lighted. Captain C. F . Smith, wi th a battalion of 



four companies of art i l lery, w a s selected as the " f o r -
lorn hope." Genera l W o r t h and staff dashed m ahead 
of them, and led the w a y . P rev ious to the crossing, 
the ad ju tan t -genera l of Genera l Mejia, the command-
ing genera l a t Ma tamoras , m a d e his appea rance , and 
handed to Genera l T a y l o r a paper from Mejia , " f o r -
bidding his crossing, s ta t ing that he would look upon 
it as a dec lara t ion of war , " and left, assur ing the 
genera l he would be opposed, and that a fight w a s in-
evitable. N o e n e m y showed themse lves ; no gun w a s 
fired If they ever intended making a s tand agains t 
us he re w a s the s p o t ; they could have done us g rea t 
damage , and r ende red some despera te fighting neces-
sa ry T h e presumption is, there w e r e v e r y t ew men 
at the r iver , and they thought to f r ighten us a w a y b y 
the sounds of bugles and big threats . T h u s ended the 
famous « crossing of the Colorado." It is a beautiful 
s t r eam, about one hundred y a r d s b road ™ t h bluft 
banks some t w e n t y feet high, and bordered , for a depth 
of two to th ree miles on each side, wi th a dense g r o w t h 
of mesquite and pr ickly-pear (cactus) . It is per fec t ly 
impenetrable, excep t in cer ta in p laces ; the w a t e r of 
the r ive r is quite salt, arising f rom its cours ing its w a y 
through immense salt plains. W e crossed the river, 
and encamped about four miles beyond, in the vicinity 
of the other br igades . 

M a r c h 22d. S u n d a y , and real ly a d a y of rest i h e 
genera l decided upon awai t ing the ar r iva l of the ox 
teams. It is presumed there are some two thousand 
t roops at Ma tamoras . Genera l Ampudia (who super-
seded Aris ta) is repor ted to be making rapid marches 
from the south with five thousand m e n : he w a s last 
hea rd f rom at Vic tor ia , and should be at Matamo-
ras about the last of this month. W e are , fortu-

nately, ahead of him, and will m a r c h and take pos-
session of Poin t Isabel. T h e advance of so l a rge a 
force cer ta in ly looks like a conflict, ye t I can not be-
lieve it. T h e r e is a " physique" and " mora l e" about 
our " little a f m y " of which they n e v e r d r eamed ; well 
clad, well fed, and well a r m e d ; moving fo rward w i t h 
an enthusiasm and " sang f roid" which carr ies v ic to ry 
in their face. I feel more and more convinced tha t 
w e can successful ly contend wi th an immense ly supe-
r ior force. T h e o rde r for march ing to -mor row is pub-
lished. Being ignorant of the s ta te of the count ry , and 
hear ing tha t Point Isabel w a s occupied by the enemy, 
the genera l changed h is or iginal intention of m a r c h i n g 
di rect upon M a t a m o r a s , and determined to a d v a n c e 
upon the Point . It is necessary to secure it as a base 
of operat ions. If it is to be our depot for supplies, it 
would be madness to m a r c h upon M a t a m o r a s wi thout 
knowing the s ta te of affairs at that p lace . 

M a r c h 23d. Our order of m a r c h w a s in four col-
umns, the Dragoons on the r ight and the 3d Br igade 
on the left. T h e a r r a n g e m e n t w a s a v e r y judicious 
and avai lable one, being able to form line of bat t le 
wi th the least possible de lay . T h e cha rac t e r of the 
coun t ry ent i re ly c h a n g e d this side of the C o l o r a d o ; 
the land is much r icher , and the coun t ry more pictur-
esque. W e passed many f resh-wate r ponds, in wh ich 
w e r e innumerable ducks and plover, so t a m e that you 
could hardly dr ive them a w a y ; s tar ted any n u m b e r of 
ha res (called jackass rabbits) , and had no little amuse-
ment in wi tness ing some animated runs ; their speed is 
w o n d e r f u l ; there a re f ew dogs tha t can ca tch them. 

M a r c h 24th. I do not think I have ever felt a swee t -
er or f resher morning. T h e morn ing star and moon 
w e r e about setting ; the former , even as d a y broke, 
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looked like a diamond set in the c lear , blue sky. T h e 
count ry was beautiful. W e marched th rough a wi lder-
ness of mesqui te and acac ia thickets, f r a g r a n t wi th the 
blossom of the l a t t e r ; the g ras s w a s r i c h ; the pea-
vine, with its de l ica te blossom, abundant , and the coun-
t r y sufficiently roll ing to rel ieve the eye. T h e a i r 
f rom the sea w a s delightful , and e v e r y thing in n a t u r e 
appeared so happy tha t it w a s perfect ly exhi lara t ing. 
A Mex ican a r r ived f rom Poin t Isabel last night , and 
repor ted tha t t he gua rd stat ioned the re had left for 
M a t a m o r a s , and tha t all the houses had' been burned 
but one, the o w n e r of which refused to obey the order . 

- F ind ing no e n e m y in our rea r , the genera l decided to 
m a r c h t o w a r d M a t a m o r a s . E m e r g i n g from the mes-
quite a f t e r a m a r c h of three miles, w e c a m e suddenly 
upon an open prair ie , extending, apparen t ly , to the 
Gulf, wi th no t rees visible. T h e m i r a g e in the dis-
t ance w a s beau t i fu l ; s ingular, too, for it looked as if 
t he prai r ie w a s on fire, whe rea s it w a s the w a v e s of 
this peculiarly heated a tmosphere . W e marched for 
some d is tance through a wi lderpess of wild peas, than 
wh ich nothing is more nutr i t ious for animals ; the mes-
quite-grass was also v e r y luxuriant . A t th is point t he 
command w a s hal ted, and all the empty w a g o n s s tar t -
ed for the Poin t to obtain subsistence, escor ted by the 
Dragoons . Genera l T a y l o r accompan ied them. Gen-
eral W o r t h marched the c o m m a n d in the direct ion of 
M a t a m o r a s , and encamped it within twe lve miles of 
tha t p lace . On our march , a man and mule w e r e bit-
ten by a r a t t l e - snake ; the count ry is ove r run wi th 
t h e m ; ne i ther will die, a l though fr iend B. thought it 
all over with his " mula ;" he was ove rhea rd repea t ing 
something about " the fairest being a l w a y s taken first," 
w h e n he well k n e w that his w a s the ugliest " m u l a " in 

the c r o w d . T h e ar r iva l of the s team-boats and sup-
plies at Point Isabel w e r e simultaneous with that of the 
genera l . H e w a s much gra t i f ied . In all his a r r a n g e -
ments he has shown g r e a t wisdom, and all mus t ad-
mi re the firm and energe t ic m a n n e r in which he has 
a d v a n c e d . T o o much credi t can not be g iven him for 
the p rompt and able m a n n e r in wh ich he has ca r r i ed 
out the v i e w s of the execut ive . W h e n he a r r ived at 
the Point, he w a s m e t by a deputat ion of fifty a r m e d 
citizens f rom M a t a m o r a s , w i t h some impor tan t civil 
func t ionary at their head, w h o presented him a p a p e r 
protest ing against ou r occupying the count ry . T h e 
genera l , having no t ime to discuss the ma t t e r , told 
them v e r y concisely " h e would g ive them an an-
s w e r at M a t a m o r a s . " T h e Point w a s su rveyed wi th 
a v iew to its defense , and a w o r k ordered to be con-
s t ruc ted under the super in tendence of Captain San-
ders of the Engineers . M a j o r M u n r o e (who, wi th t w o 
companies, had accompan ied the t ranspor ts) w a s as-
signed to the c o m m a n d of the post. 

On the 25th Genera l W o r t h moved the c a m p three 
miles to Pa lo Alto, and there awa i t ed the ar r iva l of 
Genera l T a y l o r , who, wi th the Dragoons and staff, a r -
r ived on the 27th, and issued his o rders to m a r c h on 
the 28th. Th i s p a r t of the count ry is real ly beautiful , 
and I am not surpr ised the Mexicans a re loath to pa r t 
wi th it. I think they would have been satisfied with 
the Colorado as a b o u n d a r y ; for east of it is a deser t , 
wes t of it a paradise . Our camp-ground at Pa lo Alto' 
and the ne ighbor ing count ry w e r e cer ta in ly v e r y beau-
tiful. Novel ty , no doubt, g r ea t l y exci ted our f a n c y ; 
but it seemed to me I could imagine one of Old E n -
g land ' s lawns, which , instead of being clipped close, is 
broken into an uneven sur face by the luxuriant g r o w t h 



of grass and flowers; instead of the s tately oaks and 
chestnuts, one must imagine, sca t tered about in the 
most picturesque confusion, the popinac, a species of 
acac ia (now in full bloom, and scent ing the air wi th 
its per fume) , the ebony, whose leaves a re of the dark-
est, r ichest g reen imaginable , and the g racefu l mes-
quite ; if to these y o u add gl impses of beautiful prai-
ries, an unclouded sky, and the sweetes t , softest breeze , 
some idea m a y be formed of our c a m p at P a l o Alto, 
eight miles f rom M a t a m o r a s . . « 

C H A P T E R IX . 

M A R C H 28th. A day not easily forgotten. About 
eight A . M . w e star ted for M a t a m o r a s , or, r a the r , the 
Rio Grande . M a n y believed tha t before w e reached 
the r iver w e would h a v s a fight. I was, and have 
been, an unbe l i eve r ; however , w e w e r e all p repared , 
and I can not say but some would have liked a " b rush" 
for exercise . T h e count ry passed over w a s real ly 
beau t i fu l ; such graz ing w a s never seen before . T h e 
g round appea red alive with quail, and e v e r y wa te r -
hole turned out its flock of ducks. As you approach 
the r iver the chapar ra l increases in densi ty . T h e soil 
is v e r y rich. If they intended to a t tack us, numerous 
points could h a v e been selected w h e r e they could have 
forced us into a bloody fight. Wi th in a mile of the 
r ive r w e c a m e to some se t t l ements ; l a r g e fields w e r e 
inclosed by dr iving in posts and filling up the spaces 
wi th brush. T h e count ry is a per fec t level, and the 
r o a d s a re in capi ta l o rder . As w e app roached the 
bank w e passed through a long line of Mexican h u t s : 

stopped at one, and the re w a s a r egu la r rush for eggs 
and chickens ; salt g rub for a f e w days g a v e us an ap-
peti te for " chicken fixins." T h e floor of the house was 
paved with bricks, and covered with beds. N o t a dark-
eyed lassie made her appearance . On one of the beds 
a small goa t w a s sleeping, and under e v e r y one, and in 
every corner , a game-cock was tied by the legs. T h e 
domest ic animals appeared to have " car te-blanche" to 
occupy the par lor with their mistresses. T h e poor dev-
ils a t their cot tage doors appeared pleased a t ou r ar-
rival, and saluted us as w e passed. 

W e reached the r iver a t 11 o'clock. T h e far- famed 
and much-talked-about wa te r s rolled beneath us, and 
the city of M a t a m o r a s rose like a f a i ry vision before 
our enraptured eyes. I w a s s a ag reeab ly disappointed, 
I was inclined to g r a n t it more beauty than it p robably 
possessed. W h e n w e arrived some two hundred per-
sons w e r e on the opposite bank. T h e Mexican colors 
w e r e flying f rom the quar te r s of the commander , Gen-
eral Mejia ; f rom the P l ace d'Artil lerie ; and from the 
quar te rs of the Sappers and Miners. Those w e r e the 
prominent places pointed out to us upon our arr ival . 
T w o of the advanced g u a r d of the Dragoons , being 
some distance f rom the main body, w e r e pounced upon 
b y a body of Mexicans and car r ied off prisoners to 
M a t a m o r a s ; a little bugler-boy was dismounted and his 
horse taken f rom him. Th i s seizure caused no little ex-
ci tement, and w e w e r e all r eady to take the ci ty at any 
risk. 

General W o r t h was deputed by General T a y l o r to 
open communicat ion with the commander of the Mex-
ican forces, and bear to him an answer to the deputa-
tion which visited General T . at Point Isabel. S o m e 
t ime elapsed before the Mexicans would send a boat 
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over . A t last one came with an officer, to w h o m Gen-
eral W o r t h expressed his desire to see the command-
ing officer of the t roops at Ma tamoras . T h e officer re -
turned to General Mejia, w h o sent an answer to the ef-
fect that he would nei ther receive General W o r t h , nor 
the communicat ion of Genera l T a y l o r . H e sent his 
second in command , Genera l L a V e g a , to meet Gen-
eral W o r t h ; the la t ter crossed the r iver , and the inter-
v iew took place on the opposite side. Genera l L a 
V e g a spoke of our arr ival as an act of invasion ; that 
the Mexican gove rnmen t looked upon it as such ; and 
asked the question, " W h a t would w e have done if 
w e had been served so ?" Of course, no reply could 
be given, except that w e would h a v e fought like lions 
for w h a t we deemed our possessions. T h e y a re de-
cidedly inimical to us. Genera l W o r t h did not touch 
upon the cap tu re of the Dragoons , leaving that subject 
until a f r iendly intercourse could be established. 

T w o hours af ter our arr ival a flag-staff w a s e rec ted , 
under the super intendence of Colonel Belknap, and soon 
the flag of our count ry , a virgin one, w a s seen floating 
upon the banks of the Rio Grande , proclaiming in a 
silent but impressive manner t ha t t he " a r e a of free-
dom" w a s again extended. As it w a s hoisted the band 
of the 8th Infantry played the " Star -spangled Banner ," 
and the field music " Yankee Doodle ." T h e r e w a s not 
c e r e m o n y enough in rais ing it. T h e t roops should 
have been paraded under arms, the banner of ou r coun-
t r y should have been hoisted with patr iot ic strains of 
music, and a nat ional salute should have proclaimed, 
in tones of thunder , tha t " L ibe r ty and Union, now and 
forever, one and inseparable," had advanced to the 
banks of the Rio Grande . Simultaneous with the ap-
pearance of the " S t a r s and Str ipes," the cross of S t . 

George , and the F rench and Spanish colors, w e r e run 
up from the different consulates. "We looked in va in 
for o u r s : ei ther our consul is confined, o r else he da re 
not raise i t . W e have had no communicat ion with him. 

T h e main body of the ci ty is half a mile from the 
r i v e r ; sca t te r ing houses near the bank. F r o m our po-
sition w e can discover several s trong-holds, and it looks 
as if it w a s well defended. It is repor ted the different 
for ts a re well supplied wi th ammunition, and ordnance 
of heavy cal iber . A t this point the r ive r runs nea r ly 
eas t and west* and is one hundred and seventy-f ive 
y a r d s wide. T h e ci ty is on the south side, and situ-
a ted in an alluvial bottom. T h e soil is v e r y r ich , and 
of a similar cha r ac t e r to t ha t on the Mississippi. If 
the c l imate is not too dry , it must be immensely valua-
ble. T h e r iver reminds one a good deal of the Ar -
kansas . and the w a t e r is capital for dr inking. T h e 
Mexicans expected w e would h a v e s t ruck the r iver 
h igher up, opposite their main fe r ry , w h e r e they a re 
r epo r t ed to be ac t ive ly engaged in th rowing up a work . 
I am convinced, if it becomes necessa ry for us to take 
the city, w e can do it, a l though w e have no siege a r -
tillery. T h e y could not withstand such an onset as 
would come f rom us. Genera l L a V e g a spoke to Gen-
eral W o r t h about ra is ing our flag; he did not like it. 
I p resume it looked like taking possession in e a r n e s t ; 
one f rom which there will be no r e t r ea t . General 
W o r t h told him " it was a mat te r of taste, but t ha t no 
sight w a s so glorious to him as that of the flag of his 
count ry floating in the breeze." 

In the evening I wa lked down to the bank, and found 
it lined with citizens, a t t rac ted , no doubt , by the ar r iva l 
of so m a n y s t rangers . Stroll ing along, and seeing 
some genteel-looking young ladies upon the bank, I 



took off my hat and saluted them wi th " Buena noche, 
señori tas." T h e y laughed most hearti ly, and appear -
ed v e r y much inclined to enter into conversat ion. T h e 
river a t this point w a s so n a r r o w tha t I could have 
th rown a stone across it. As our t roops approached , 
the windows and house-tops w e r e filled with citizens, 
anxious to see w h a t w e intended doing. T h e i r t roops 
kicked up a little dust by m a r c h i n g about some infan-
t ry and cava l ry , of w h o m w e caught gl impses th rough 
the t r e e s ; and, to finish the incidents of the day , a 
rooster , b rought f rom Corpus Christi by Colonel T. , 
t he moment the w a g o n ar r ived upon the bank flap-
ped his wings and c r o w e d defiance. O u r c a m p w a s 
in a corn-field, the corn some six inches high. Gen-
eral T a y l o r sent for the owner , and told him he would 
p a y him w h a t he thought was the value of the crop. 
R u m o r est imates the force of the Mexicans at one 
thousand five hundred . 

M a r c h 29th. T h e enemy, dur ing the night , mount-
ed a heavy gun in a ba t te ry made of sand-bags , and 
this morning w e had the p leasure of ref lect ing tha t no 
little damage might bé done us, if they should amuse 
themselves by firing it. T h e y a re missing a g r ea t deal 
of delightful society by behaving in so churl ish a man-
ne r . It is r a the r provoking being in sight of so much 
comfor t and luxury , wi thout permission to enjoy it. 
F igh t or no fight, the genera l has made up his mind not 
to budge f rom here, and has ordered M a j o r Mansfield, 
of the Eng inee r s , to make surveys, wi th a v i ew of 
t h r o w i n g up a work . 

M a r c h 30th. L a s t evening w e had quite an a larm. 
A t ta t too it w a s repor ted that , " f rom information re-
ceived, there was a s t rong probabil i ty of a night at-
t ack . " S o m e Mexicans had repor ted the crossing of 

a la rge body of the enemy's cava l ry above our camp, 
and it was thought their objec t was to a t t ack " P o i n t 
i sabe , and at the s ame t ime open their bat ter ies upon 
us was among the unbe l ievers ; ye t it was impos-
sible to divest one's self of the thoughts of wha t might 
be the result , if the premises w e r e gran ted . T h e 
w a t c h - w o r d w a s g iven out, and the men ordered to 
sleep upon their a rms . Captain M a y , with a squadron 
of the 2d Dragoons , was ordered to m a r c h to Point 
Isabel, a distance of twenty-seven miles, in four hours , 
to re-enforce the garr ison and put them on their g u a r d . 
W i t h that officer 's usual e n e r g y and promptness , he ac-
complished the distance in the stated time, and some-
w h a t stirred up the gent lemen with an idea of an at-
tack. Morn ing dawned , howeve r ; no gun w a s fired 
no at tack w a s made upon the depot at the Point I 
then felt more satisfied that no cont ingency could hap-
pen that would produce a fight. T h e y had permi t ted 
two golden opportunit ies to pas s : the passage of the 
Colorado, and the night of our arrival . H a d they fired 
upon us the night of the a larm, there is no comput ing 
the d a m a g e which would have ensued. T h e train w a s 
placed in the center of the camp, and if the firing h a d 
commenced, there would have been a " s t a m p e d e " of 
some six hundred an ima l s ; they would have car r ied 
death and destruct ion with them. T h e re turn of killed 
and wounded by mules would have exceeded the num-
ber by Mexicans. A death by a stampede would have 
been a glorious finale for officer or man ! I l a y a w a k e 
contr iving how I should escape them, but m y imagina-
tion could present no means, unless to " l i e down and 
take i t ; " relying upon the faint hope tha t M r . Mule 
would be mil i tary enough, considering his late educa-
tion, to " p a s s obstacle." 



T h e e n e m y w e r e hard at w o r k all day , t h rowing up 
t r ave r ses to the sand-bag ba t t e ry . Groups of well-
dressed officers w e r e lounging in f ront of it, and g u a r d s 
w e r e passing to and fro. T h e i r soldiers a r e in full 
uniform, and all h a v e the Mexican blanket to pro tec t 
them f rom the inc lemency of the wea the r . Our situa-
tion is t ru ly e x t r a o r d i n a r y : r ight in the enemy's coun-
t ry (Jo all appearance) , actual ly occupying their corn 
and cotton fields, t he people of the soil leaving their 
homes, and w e , wi th a small handful of men , m a r c h i n g 
with colors flying and d r u m s beat ing, r ight under the 
v e r y guns of one of their principal cities, displaying 
the star-spangled banner , as if in defiance, under their 
v e r y n o s e ; and they, wi th an a r m y tw ice our size at 
least, sit quiet ly down and make no res is tance, not the 
first effort to dr ive us off. 

M a r c h 31st. It is repor ted that the families of gen-
tility a r e leaving the city. T h e w e a t h e r i s ex t remely 
d isagreeable , and the Mexicans s ay w e br ing it wi th 
us. W a l k e d up to the upper f e r ry to examine the 
w o r k the e n e m y a r e const ruct ing. It is called F o r t 
Pa redes , and is e rec ted to command the passage of the 
r iver . At the landing w e s a w c rowds of both s e x e s ; 
the men w e r e act ively at w o r k on the fort, and m a n y 
of the women w e r e washing. N e a r l y all the lat ter 
h a v e well-developed, magnificent figures: they dress 
wi th as little clothing as can well be fancied, and ap-
pea r as happy and contented as the day is long. T h e y 
talked to me across the r iver , and asked " how w e all 
w e r e . " I told them " well ," and " h o p e d w e w e r e all 
fr iends." T h e y replied, " yes." I do not doubt i t ; and 
if these poor devils could decide the mat ter , it would 
all be settled. T w o men s w a m the r ive r and deser ted . 

April 1st. Genera l T a y l o r hav ing demanded the 

release of the captured Dragoons , they w e r e re turned 
to-day, wi th near ly all their equipments . Th i s w a s an-
other evidence of no v e r y actively hostile feeling, but, as 
General Mejia, in his note, t e rmed it, " one of g r ea t 
magnanimi ty ." T h e whole city turned out to see the 
Dragoons when they w e r e car r ied over the r ive r pris-
oners, and the captors w e r e looked upon as noble fel-
lows, w h o had per formed a deed of signal b ravery . 
T h e y w e r e imprisoned, but t reated with kindness. 
W h e n the order for their re turn was given, t he re w a s 
a g r ea t deal of difficulty in finding their e f f ec t s : it ap-
pears they w e r e divided among their captors , and w e r e 
to be kept as t rophies. N o doubt they g a v e them up 
wi th regret , as any article captured f rom the " barba-
r ians of the N o r t h " must be of inestimable value in 
their eyes. 

April 2d. Orde r rece ived settling the much-vexed 
question of b reve t rank . General Wor th , considering 
himself aggr ieved by it, resigned. T h e e n e m y a re still • 
a t w o r k on a line of defenses ; details f rom our men 
get t ing fascines and hurdles for our proposed work . 
Qui te a mili tary display a m o n g the enemy—seemed to 
have had a r ev iew. T h e y have excellent m u s i c ; there 
is one singulari ty, however , in i t ; a t times, conspicu-
ous above all sounds, you hear an ever las t ing bugle, 
deafening the ea r wi th the same monotonous notes. 
Daily repor ts a re rece ived of their intention to g ive us 
battle : all a g r e e tha t when General Ampudia ( render-
ed notorious by boiling San tamana t ' s head in oil) ar-
rives, then w e shall " see sights," and nothing can hold 
him back f rom a fight. His proclamation, which has 
preceded him, s tyl ing us « barbar ians of the Nor th , " 
&c. , would cause the world to believe he intended to 
eat us right up, and make of us some del icate man's 



head soup. Our men appea r to be v e r y anxious for his 
a r r iva l ; a fight appears to be all they wan t , and I ver-
ily believe it is their night ly p raye r . 

April 3d. Broke g round for a ba t te ry , to be erec ted 
in advance of the ma in field-work. Seve ra l of the 
men have deser ted ; g r and mil i tary display among the 
enemy. O n e of their regiments showed themselves, 
and looked very well. T h e y have been actively em-
ployed e v e r y day in th rowing up defensive works . 
T h é ex t reme w o r k below the town w a s finished to-
day , and a priest w a s seen consecrat ing it b y sprinkling 
holy w a t e r over it. 

Apri l 4th. Th i s af ternoon a rapid d i scharge of 
muske t ry w a s heard below the camp, on the r iver bank. 
T h e first impression was , the enemy had made an at-
tack. T h e long roll was beaten and the reg iments 
prompt ly formed : the 1st Br igade, which w a s near the 
r iver , with a yell rushed to their a rms. It w a s soon 
discovered the firing proceeded f rom our picket guard , 
and that it was at a man w h o a t tempted to deser t by 
swimming the river. H e w a s shot and sank. T h e 
Mexicans scampered f rom the bank, and thought w e 
had commenced upon them. T h e whole affair w a s 
one of some little exci tement , and proved with w h a t 
a lacr i ty our men would fly to their a rms. 

Apri l 5th. L a s t evening the camp was again dis-
turbed by the repor t of f ire-arms. Another a t t empt at 
desert ion, and another dea th . Four eighteen pounders 

ar r ived to-day. » • u 
April 6th. More of our men deser ted last night . 

Th i s morning our guns w e r e placed in ba t te ry . 
April 7th. Litt le o r nothing done ; the number of 

the e n e m y increasing. 
April 8th. Broke ground upon the field-work. All 

the men off du ty will be constant ly employed until i t 
is finished. Captain Mansfield has the direction of it 
S o m e four or five of the deser ters have been d rowned in 
crossing the r iver . One man to-day succeeded in reach-
ing the opposite shore, and as he c r awled out the sen-
tinel fired, and he fell dead . T h e Mexicans immedi-
a te ly covered him with a sheet and buried him. It was 
a capital shot for a musket, being about two hundred 
yards , and must g i v e them no contemptible idea of our 
shooting. T h r e e slaves of officers have run a w a y . 
Of course e v e r y inducement is offered by the enemy. 
Major R. ' s boy re turned, and said he was t reated 
with " the most distinguished cons ide ra t ion ;" « had the 
first seat a t the table, and the best bed in the house." 

Apri l 9th. W e hea r to-day M r . Slidell has left 
Mexico. Af te r repea ted a t tempts to open negotiations, 
lie at last g a v e up all hope, and sailed for the Uni ted 
Sta tes the la t ter par t of March , 1846. 

Apri l 10th. Colonel Cross left c a m p this morning, 
and, not re turn ing in the evening, g r e a t fears are en-
ter ta ined for his s a f e t y : part ies have been sent in ev-
e r y direction in search of him ; and thinking he might 
be lost, General T a y l o r directed some cannon to be 
fired, to guide him to camp. I fear he is ei ther a pris-
oner, o r has been murde red . 

April 11th. " A m p u d i a is coming!" " A m p u d i a is 
coming!" has been the dai ly c ry . This morn ing a 
salute of twen ty guns was fired, the church bells 
rang, the bands played, the t roops p a r a d e d ; and, t r u e 
enough, Ampudia came. Noth ing from Colonel Cross. 
Colonel Hi tchcock, much to the regret of the a rmy , 
from his wre t ched health, was forced to leave for the 
States . 

A translation of an ar t icle from the Matamoras Ga-
V O L . I . — G 



zette has afforded us no little amusement . It goes on 
to say, " T h e r e have been for ty- three men desert ions 
f rom the ' barbar ians , ' six slaves, and they expect mo-
mentar i ly old Taylor, body and soul" W h e n they do 
get him they will have a bitter pill to swal low. 

Apri l 12th. A dismal d a y ; raining and v e r y cold. 
T h e field-work vigorously pushed toward comple-
tion. About 2 P .M. a par ley was sounded f rom the 
opposite side, and t w o Mexican officers crossed, and 
w e r e escorted by Captain Bliss to General Tay lor ' s 
tent. T h e y remained but a few minutes, and re turned . 
As Captain Bliss rode by a knot of us, w a r m i n g our-
selves by a small fire, he said, " Well , you may ge t 
r e a d y ; it's coming." Of course, w e k n e w something 
serious had t ranspired, and that the impression at head-
quar te rs was , the long-expected fight was to come off— 
the ball to be opened. T h e officers bore a communi-
cation to General Tay lo r f rom General Ampudia . The-
general was told that " he must leave his position in 
twenty-four hours, re t i re to the Nueces , and there awai t 
the sett lement of this question by negotiat ion : in de-
fault of which, Mexico would look upon his position as 
a declara t ion of w a r . " H e added, " T h e w a r should be 
car r ied on ag reeab ly to the usages of the most civiliz-
ed nations b y him, and he hoped it would be so b y us." 
E v e r y disposition w a s made immediately to resist the 
th rea tened a t tack. Some believed that all the g race 
w e w e r e to have w a s " t h e twenty-four hours,"'-and 
tha t a t its expirat ion w e must look out for shot. T h e 
1st Br igade w a s immediately moved to thé right, out 
of range . T h e genera l sent word to Ampudia that he 
did not require twenty-four hours, but would reply at 
10 o'clock A .M. to-morrow. It cer ta inly looks as if 
hard knocks w e r e approaching. W e have eve ry confi-

dence in the c o u r a g e and patriotism of our general , and 
believe he will fight to the last. 

Apri l 13th. E a r l y in the morn ing the 2d Br igade 
was moved to the left of the line, out of r ange of shot. 
General T w i g g s , with the Dragoons and Ringgold 's 
ba t t e ry , occupied the center , and the 3d Br igade was 
moved into the interior of the field-work, together with 
Bragg ' s and Duncan ' s batteries. In this position the 
3d Br igade w e r e defiladed from the fires of the enemy, 
and the remainder formed a line so s t rong tha t the 
camp w a s considered impregnable . At 10 A.M. Gen-
eral Tay lo r ' s rep ly w a s sent over . I t w a s mild, dig-
nified, concise, and firm—perfectly charac te r i s t i c of 
the man. H e told General Ampud ia ,» H e was sent he re 
by order of his government , in a peaceable atti tude, 
and intended to remainand then warned him against 
the responsibility of firing the first gun . " N o guns 
w e r e fired: the complet ion of the work was pressed 
fo rward . 

Var ious rumors reached us this morning of the en-
e m y having crossed in large numbers below. -It is 
definitely understood that some have crossed. T h a t is 
all we ask of them : cross and fight us, and w e will ex-
terminate them. T h e general is- in capital spirits, and 
feels confident in the s t rength of his position. T h e 4th 
Infant ry , 1st company of Dragoons , and Ringgold 's 
bat tery, w e r e ordered to march immediately to meet 
the train coming f rom Point Isabel. It is thought those 
of the e n e m y w h o have crossed intend a t tack ing it. 
W e have heard nothing more of Colonel. C r o s s : those 
most sanguine of his safety have given him up. H e 
has undoubtedly been murdered by some of the bands 
of assassins w h o a re roaming about the country. H i s 
unaccountable d isappearance , and probable horrible 



fate , have cast a gloom over the camp. H e w a s es teem-
ed an excellent officer, one of more than o rd ina ry attain-
ments, and stood dese rved ly high in his profession. 
H e w a s a high-minded, chivalr ic gen t leman. 

Apri l 14th. T h e t rain a r r ived without being at tack-
ed, and Capta in Thorn ton re turned repor t ing no signs 
of the enemy. At M a t a m o r a s eve ry thing has been 
unusual ly qu i e t ; hard ly any citizens, and but few work-
men, m a d e their a p p e a r a n c e ; there w a s a solemn si-
lence re igning over the whole c i t y : it appeared to be 
deser ted . It was impossible to explain it. It is now 
considered v e r y unsafe to leave c a m p to go any dis-
tance . 

T h e land in this vicinity is cul t ivated to some extent . 
S o m e of us occupy cotton fields, some corn. T h e soil 
is of the r ichest alluvial cha rac t e r , susceptible of the 
highest cu l t iva t ion ; for sugar it can not be surpassed. 
T h e whole val ley of the Rio Grande , af ter the settle-
ment of this question, must be rap id ly and densely pop-
ulated. In ten yea r s this wilderness will " smile and 
blossom like the rose . " H o w gorgeous ly r ich the plant-
ations will be on its banks ! N e a r l y eve ry thing g r o w s 
here. In the vicini ty of the camp the re a re the re-
mains of a beautiful ga rden , and in it you have the or-
ange , lemon, fig, banana , plantain, peach, and cocoa-
nut . It had evident ly a t one time been under high 
cult ivation, and ornamented with choice and beautiful 
flowers. This r ich body of land is be tween thir ty-f ive 
and for ty miles in width , and some t w o hundred and fifty 
in length. 

April 15th. T h e whole command at w o r k on the 
fort . T h e enemy keep pace wi th us, and shovel sand 
in a style tha t can g ive us no contemptible idea of their 
prof iciency in the use of that instrument . A r u m o r 

r eached us that Ampudia has been superseded. Lxeu-
enant Deas , of the Art i l lery, s w a m the r ive r last t i g h t 

for he purpose as he stated, of searching for C o l o L l 
Cross. General T a y l o r has blockaded the mouth of 
the r i v e r ; the enemy are , therefore , cut off from re-
c e d i n g their supplies f rom N e w Orleans 

in X 1 G t h " f T 1 1 ° ' C l ° C k f o u i -"Mexican officers, 
m full dress , m a d e their a p p e a r a n c e ; , they w e r e bear-
ers of he reply of Genera l Ampudia to General T a y -
lor s letter concerning Colonel Cross. T h e y have hea rd 
nothing of h i m ; repor t L ieu tenan t D e a s as a pr isoner 
on parole. r 

J « ' N o change . G r e a t mil i tary displays 
with the enemy, and a propor t iona te barking of does 
in the city. L ieutenant Dobbins of the 3d Infant ry , and 
Lieu tenan t Po r t e r of the 4th, each with a command of-
ten men and one non-commissioned officer, left c a m p 

^ I K a T ? t i n t e n t i ° n o f - c a t e h i n g , ^ Possible, some 
of the band of the notorious R o m a n o Falcon, hoping to 
discover some c lew to the murde r of Colonel Cross 

Apri l 18th. Actua l ly rained out of o u r camp, and 
w e r e forced to r e m o v e it to the bank of the r ive r T h e 
sergeant of Lieutenant Por t e r ' s command came in and 
repor ted that the l ieutenant had been a t tacked by some 
Mexicans and was killed. H i s s to ry is r a t h e r contra-
dictory, and w e awa i t wi th g rea t impat ience the ar r iva l 
of Lieutenant Dobbins, o r some of the command, to con-
firm it. 

April 19th. T h e corporal of Lieutenant Por ter ' s 
pa r ty has re turned, and confirms the melancholy re-
port of yes te rday . Lieutenant Dobbins separa ted from 
Lieutenant 1 or ter , and w a s to meet him at a cer ta in 
spot. About 2 P .M. on the 19th, met wi th a pa r ty of 
a rmed Mexicans engaged in j e rk ing beef. As they ap-



proached their camp, a Mexican snapped his piece a t 
Lieutenant Por te r , w h o r e tu rned it wi th both barre ls of 
his gun . T h e e n e m y immediately fled, and the lieu-
tenant found himself in the possession of ten horses and 
t w e n t y Mexican blankets. H e immedia te ly mounted 
his men and proceeded to c a m p . A t this t ime it com-
menced ra ining violently. H e had gone but a shor t 
d is tance w h e n , nea r the e d g e of a dense chapar ra l , he 
w a s a t tacked b y a pa r ty of Mexicans concealed therein. 
H e o rde red his m e n to d i smount ; the e n e m y kept up 
a brisk fire ; both of the l ieutenant 's bar re ls snapped, 
and near ly all the pieces of his men had been r ende red 
useless by the rain. One m a n by the n a m e of Flood 
w a s shot down . A f t e r the l ieutenant found his piece 
would not go off, he called to one of the m e n to hand 
him his musket ; before he could ge t it, he w a s shot in 
the left thigh, and falling, said, " N e v e r mind the g u n ! 
Fight on, my boys ! Take care of yourselves !" T h e 
men being unable to ge t off their pieces, broke for the 
chapar ra l , b e c a m e separa ted , and found their w a y into 
c a m p as they best could. T h e man who c a m e in last 
savs he concealed himself until dark in the edge of the 
chapar ra l , and s a w the proceedings of the enemy . 
Dur ing the fight they yelled like Indians ; as soon as 
our men broke they rushed upon the l ieutenant and 
Flood : the la t ter they sur rounded and del iberate ly 
knifed, and then per formed the same inhuman office 
upon Lieutenant P . Lieutenant Po r t e r w a s the son of 
the late commodore , and entered the a r m y in 1838: 
he w a s a brave, gal lant officer, and much esteemed in 
his Regiment . His fate is truly deplorable. T w o com 
mands w e r e sent out to seek for his body. T h e y w e r e 
nei ther able to find it, nor the spot w h e r e the fight 
took place. All par t s of the coun t ry a r e so precisely 

similar, and dest i tute of landmarks , tha t it is a lmost an 
impossibility to r e tu rn to a n y one spot. 

April 20th. Noth ing n e w . 
April 21st. A Mexican c a m e into c a m p and report-" 

ed he k n e w w h e r e the body of an Amer ican officer w a s 
lyincr A command w a s immediate ly dispatched for i t ; 
it was recognized as being the remains of the lamented 
Cross ; there can be no doubt of its ident i ty . 

Apri l 22d. Genera l Ampudia w r o t e to Genera l T a y -
lor, " T h a t he unders tood f rom undoubted authori ty the 
r ive r was blockaded ; that two vessels laden wi th stores 
for his a r m y had been seized and ca r r i ed into Brazos 
Sant iago. H e thought this blockade, under the pres-
ent c i rcumstances , w a s unauthorized by the l a w of na -
tions, and reques ted him to ra ise it, or serious conse-
quences would ensue." T h i s is the amount of the com-
munication. T h e s e " serious consequences" did not a l a r m 
us, for w e a re get t ing quite accustomed to their high-
flown language . T h e vessels spoken of w e r e not taken, 
as represented by Genera l Ampudia , but w e r e w a r n e d 

off b y our n a v y . 
Apri l 23d. Genera l T a y l o r replied to the communi-

cation received yes te rday . I t is a capi ta l paper ; t ru ly 
republican, and Amer ican in eve ry respect , and lor 
which he should receive the approbat ion of the people. 
H e is a man of sound views, and by his strong common 
sense (a p re t ty s ca rce ar t icle n o w a d a y s ) is sure to 
a r r ive at a cor rec t and just conclusion. W e feel that 
the honor of the coun t ry is intrusted m safe hands. 
In his r ep ly , he r ev i ewed eve ry thing which has oc-
curred since w e left Corpus Christi to this d a t e : spoke 
of the proclamation he had issued prior to his depar t -
u re in which he said " h e would pro tec t the civil and 
religious r ights of the citizens ; ' tha t it was wi th no hos-



tile intentions he advanced to the Rio Grande ; remind-
ed him that a Spanish translat ion of tha t proclamation 
had been sent to M a t a m o r a s , and that he knew General 
Mejia had seen i t ; s tates that his advance w a s met 
t w e n t y miles f rom the Colorado, and w e r e wa rned , if 
they advanced , it would be considered a " dec lara t ion 
of w a r ; " at the Colorado they th rea tened to fire upon 
him, and aga in repea ted the " declarat ion of w a r ; " 
tha t a t Point Isabel he was met b y a deputat ion f rom 
M a t a m o r a s , at the head of which was the prefec t of 
the S ta t e of Tamaul ipas , protest ing against his occu-
py ing the c o u n t r y : af ter del iver ing the protest , they 
caused some buildings to be set on fire, which Genera l 
T a y l o r deemed " an ac t of w a r . " Opposi te Ma tamo-
ras he w a s aga in told tha t his occupancy of the coun-
t r y w a s looked upon as a " declara t ion of w a r . " T o 
all these declarat ions of hostile intentions no heed had 
been paid ; no change had been made in our t rea tment 
of, o r behavior toward them ; but Genera l T a y l o r had 
pursued the even tenor of his w a y . But w h e n Genera l 
A m p u d i a a r r ived , and g a v e General T a y l o r " twen ty-
four hours to quit," he deemed it time to turn his at ten-
tion to the repeated threats , and conceives the " block-
ade of the r ive r the least offensive act of w a r he could 
have commit ted under the c i r cums tances ; tha t the 
b lockade had been repor ted to his government , and he 
should maintain it until he rece ived their orders . Of-
fers them an armist ice until the question of boundary 
is sett led, or w a r declared ; and if that is accepted , will 
ra ise the blockade, but on no o ther te rms ." Te l l s them 
he can not pass over the objectionable style and tone 
of his (Ampudia 's) co r r e spondence ; that the epithets 
of " usurpers ," " invaders ," &c. , will not be permit ted , 
and informs him, in fu tu re it must be more respectful , 

o r it will not be received ; and concludes by giving him 
his choice of ac t ion : tha t he is equally r e a d y and pre-
pared for peace or w a r . Affairs a r e app roach ing a 
c r i s i s ; they can not remain thus long. T h e e n e m y 
a re repor ted short of provisions ; they must e i ther fight, 
t r ea t , or just na tura l ly dissolve themselves before m a n y 
days. 

A board of officers assembled to-day to r epor t upon 
all the c i rcumstances connected with the de^ th of the 
lamented Cross. A Mexican repor ted the colonel w a s 
captured b y R o m a n o Fa lcon ' s band of authorized mur-
derers ; a f t e r t ak ing him prisoner, they stripped him of 
e v e r y tiling, and then consulted w h a t should be done 
with him. T h e major i ty w e r e for tak ing him over the 
r iver , w h e n Fa lcon walked up and decided the ma t t e r 
by str iking the colonel on his head with the butt of his 
pistol, f rom wh ich blow he immediate ly died. T h e r e 
is no proof of this t a l e ; but the hole in the skull w a s 
evident ly m a d e by the butt of a pistol. 

Apri l 24th. T h e remains of the late Colonel Cross 
w e r e buried at half past 4 P .M. H i s escor t w a s com-
posed of a squadron of Dragoons and eight companies 
of Infan t ry , the whole commanded b y Colonel T w i g g s , 
T h e procession, under the c i rcumstances , w a s painfully 
imposing. F i r s t came the Infant ry , next the Dragoons , 
next the body , d r a w n by six horses, on the whee l s of 
a caisson, enveloped in the flag of his c o u n t r y ; nex t a 
sad mourner , his s o n ; then a horse clad in mourning , 
led by two Dragoons , followed by all the officers off 
duty . T h e march w a s so conducted that p a r t of the 
w a y it could be seen f rom the c i t y ; groups of soldiers 
a n d officers w e r e upon the enemy's works , and on the 
bank of the r iver . T h e g r a v e w a s dug at the foot of 
the flag-staff; t he flag was at half mast . Colonel Chi Ids 



read the service for the dead ; three volleys w e r e fired, 
the flag w a s run up, the escor t marched off to a g a y 
and lively tune, and left the dead in silence. Such is 
a mil i tary f u n e r a l : w e have no t ime for grief. 

April 25th. About 10 A.M. a g r and r ev iew took 
p laee a m o n g the e n e m y ; g rea t mil i tary rejoicing; Aris-
ta a r r ived . H e communicated that fact in a note ,couch-
ed in courteous and gen t lemanly terms, t ransmit ted to 
the g e n e f a l b y one of his staff. In the af ternoon re-
ports r eached us that the enemy w e r e crossing the 
r iver , above and below, in g rea t force. Captain Thorn-
ton was sent out in the evening with a squadron of the 2d 
Dragoons to ascer ta in the fact of their c ross ing above. 
Captain H a r d e e and Lieutenants K a n e and Mason w e r e 
the officers of the par ty . E v e r y one w a s on the " qui 
v ive" to ascer ta in its t ru th , as, for several days past , 
mat te rs w e r e assuming a more hostile appearance . 

Apri l 26th. T h e c a m p w a s electrified by the news 
brought by Chapi ta , the Mexican gu ide w h o accompa-
nied Captain Thorn ton . H e re turned, and s ta ted Cap-
tain Thornton had an engagemen t wi th a l a rge body 
of Mexicans , and all had been ei ther cut to pieces o r 
taken prisoners. T h e exci tement which prevai led in 
c a m p can hardly be imag ined : the r epor t was passed 
from tent to tent , and an immediate engagement w a s 
thought not improbable. About 11 o'clock a wounded 
dragoon w a s brought in on a c a r t ; he w a s sent by 
General Tor re jon , the c o m m a n d e r of the force engag-
ed wi th Captain Thorn ton , wi th a note to Genera l T a y -
lor, stating " that , on the score of humani ty , he claimed 
the r ight of sending him two dragoons , wounded in 
the affair of to-day (26th), as he had no flying hospital; 
that the officers and men would be treated with all the 
r ights of prisoners of w a r , by o rde r of his chief." T h e 

man who was brought in had a v e r y confused idea of 
the a f f a i r ; k n e w tha t Captain H a r d e e was a prisoner, 
but w a s uncer ta in about the r e s t ; repor t ing Captain 
Thorn ton and Lieutenant K a n e killed. Increased ac-
t ivi ty was used in pressing fo rward the work ; the gen-
eral himself, for hours at a, time, superintending it. All 
idea of there being no fight has ceased. War has com-
menced, and w e look for a conflict within a f ew days 
l h e t ram now at Point Isabel is ordered to remain 

General T a y l o r dispatched a messenger this e v e n i n -
with a requisition on the governors of Louis iana and 
l e x a s for five thousand men ; th ree thousand from the 
former , two thousand f rom the lat ter . T h e r e is no 
doubt the enemy a re crossing the r iver , and tha t all 
communicat ion with Point Isabel is ex t remely hazard-
ous. T h e troops sent for on General Tay lo r ' s requi-
sition a r e expected to be used " t o c a r r y the w a r into 
Afr ica . W e expec t to whip the Africans back to their 
country before their ar r ival . In anticipation of an at-
tack, the utmost vigi lance is used at " the lines " A n 
in t renchment has been t h r o w n up around t h e ' c a m p 
and the troops a re lying in it under a rms before day-
Jight e v e r y morning. 

April 27th. T h e genera l received Captain Hardee ' s , 
repor t of the fight. H e states that a f t e r the guide re-
fused to go any fur ther , on account of the proximity of 
the enemy, they advanced about three miles, and came 
to a la rge plantation surrounded by a very high chap-
ar ra l f ence ; that the whole squadron entered the field 
through the open bars , and advanced about two hund-
red ya rds to a house. Whi le there the a larm w a s 
given of the enemy. » O u r gal lant commander order-
ed a charge , and led it in person ; they dashed t o w a r d 
the bars again, but found them occupied by a l a r - e 



body of In fan t ry . T h e y dashed to the r ight , under a 
gal l ing fire, to endeavor to find a passage." Captain 
Thorn ton here fe l l ; and Capta in H a r d e e , t ak ing com-
mand, called on his men to follow, and dashed t o w a r d 
the r iver , intending to swim it, but found the banks too 
boggy. H e re turned and formed his men out of r a n g e 
of Infantry . Perce iv ing they w e r e completely hem-
med in, he determined, if he could ge t honorable t e rms , 
to sur render ; if not, to die fighting. H e rode f o r w a r d ; 
m e t an o f f i ce r ; his terms w e r e granted , and he surren-
d e r e d his par ty , forty-five, prisoners. H e states " tha t 
Capta in Thorn ton w a s unhorsed," and, " I hear , died in 
a personal conflict wi th R o m a n o Fa lcon ." " Lieuten-
ant Mason w a s not seen, but died, no doubt , f ight ing 
gal lant ly." " T h e gallant Se rgean t T r e d o r fell in the 
first cha rge , and Se rgean t Smith was unhorsed and kill-
ed." T h e y w e r e taken to M a t a m o r a s . Captain H a r -
dee and Lieutenant K a n e live a t the hotel of General 
Ampudia , ea t a t his table, and a re t r ea ted wi th the 
g rea tes t kindness. General Ar i s t a " r e c e i v e d them 
most graciously ," put them on half pay , and g a v e them 
a ration, or, in lieu thereof, twenty-f ive cents per day . 
On Captain Hardee ' s declining, for himself and Lieu-
tenant Kane , to rece ive the half pay , and request ing 
permission to send for some money, he refused, stat ing 
he would take the best of c a r e of them. H e speaks in 
high t e rms of their kind t rea tment . I t w a s cer ta inly 
unexpected, and is highly credi table to the enemy . 

Apri l 28th. Th i s morning a repor t w a s rece ived 
f rom Captain T h o r n t o n : the ga l lan t fellow is safe, and 
is uninjured, save a slight contusion from the fall of his 
horse. H i s horse (the " o l d roan," w h o had car r ied 
him through the Flor ida war ) w a s shot, and fell on him. 
H e w a s discovered b y some of the e n e m y some t ime 

af ter the batt le had ceased, taken prisoner, and car r ied 
into Ma tamoras . Poor Mason, it appears , is the only 
officer killed. H e was the nephew of Colonel Mason 
of the 1st Dragoons , and g radua ted f rom W e s t Point 
in 1842 ; w a s assigned as a brevet to the 1st Dragoons , 
and promoted to the 2d. H e was universal ly beloved ; 
a high-toned? chivalric, and withal a ve ry modest offi-
ce r ; recollect ions of his noble trai ts of c h a r a c t e r will 
ever be fresh in our memories . T w o sergeants and 
eight pr ivates w e r e killed. It w a s a comple te ambus-
cade ; the nature of the country rendered it impossible 
for them to h a v e discovered an e n e m y ; in the densely 
thick chapar ra l a n y number of men could have remain-
ed concealed. 

T h e force of General Tor re jon is estimated at t w o 
thousand five hundred. General Canales is repor ted to 
be in our vicinity. Captain G. A. M'Call , 4th Infant ry , 
with one hundred picked men, was sent out to obtain 
information of the enemy. Captain Walke r has au-
thority from General T a y l o r to raise a company of vol-
unteers. Those he has a l ready enlisted have been sta-
tioned m i d w a y between this and the Point. Captain 
W a l k e r has been for some time identified with the bor-
der s t ruggles of Texas , and was one of the unfor tunate 
Mie r prisoners. E a r l y this morning his c a m p w a s at-
tacked by the enemy. H e had left fifteen of his men, 
and gone on a scout with the remainder . F ive of his 
men w e r e killed and four a re missing. One of the 
men w a s evidently lariated, and was probably choked 
to death before he w a s pulled off his horse. Generals 
Canales and Tor re jon a re supposed to have been in 
command of the a t tacking force, and Colonel Qu in t a ro 
is reported to have his a rm broken. 

April 29th. It is repor ted that the Mex icans had at-
VOL. I . — H 



tacked Point Isabel, and w e r e signally defeated by Ma-
jor Munroe , wi th his two companies of Art i l lery. T h e 
repor t w a s too good to be believed ; but w h e n Capta in 
M'Call re turned in the evening, and repor ted he had 
heard the d ischarge of ar t i l lery in the direction of the 
Point, it b e c a m e genera l ly credited. E v e r y p repara -
tion is being m a d e to march to the Point. Subsis tence 
and other stores removed into the fort , wood cut and 
hauled, & c . 

April 30th. T h e 7th Reg imen t of Infant ry , under 
the command of M a j o r Brown, have been designated 
b y the genera l to remain a t the f o r t ; B ragg ' s ba t te ry , 
and Captain Loud, wi th his company , in c h a r g e of the 
eighteen-pound bat tery , consti tute the r ema inde r of the 
garr ison. T h e repor t of the a t tack upon Point Isabel 
was e r roneous ; the impression ga ins g round tha t w e 
will be a t tacked on our march . 

M a y 1st. T h e general dec ided we should march at 
4 P .M. E v e r y prepara t ion had been m a d e to meet the 
enemy, and w e marched at the appointed hour in cap-
ital spirits. W e passed through the chapar ra l with-
out meet ing any of the enemy. T h e m a r c h was con-
tinued until 12 o'clock at night , and one of the most 
fatiguing I h a v e ever endured . W e slept under a r m s 
in the broad prair ie , without a n y fires to take off the 
chill of the night air. T h e march w a s resumed on the 
2d, and w e reached the Point a t 12 o'clock, hav ing 
suffered much from the intense heat and wan t of wa te r . 
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C H A P T E R IX . " ' 

B E F O R E reveille on the morn ing of the 3d of M a y , 
1846, the heavy, booming sound of cannon came roll-
ing in f rom the direction of the fort , opposite Ma tamo-
ras . T h e c a m p w a s wild with exc i t emen t ; w e k n e w 
our gal lant fel lows w e r e resisting a bombardment , and 
all w e r e anxious to fly to their rescue. Capta in W a l k e r , 
on a scout last even ing /a f t e r taking a survey of the en -
emy 's camp, fell in with their picket gua rd and fired 
upon them. H e repor ts the enemy in force, and evi-
dent ly awai t ing our re turn . W e w e r e under o rders to 
march at 1 P .M. , but the genera l changed his mind , 
and decided upon communicat ing with the fort. Cap-
tain M a y , wi th a command of Dragoons , w a s o rde red 
to a c c o m p a n y Capta in W a l k e r (who w a s selected by 
the genera l to c a r r y his communicat ion to the fort) as 
far as the e d g e of the chapar ra l , and, if he did not re-
tu rn before morning , to wai t no longer , but re turn to 
the Point. W e w e r e kept in a constant s tate of ex-
ci tement ; the firing continuing at intervals the whole 
day . 

On the morn ing of the 4 th Captain M a y re tu rned , 
hav ing wai ted as long as he deemed it p rudent for 
Capta in W a l k e r . H e repor ts f resh signs of the enemy. 
E a r l y in the morning w e had an excit ing scare: the 
c r y w a s the " enemy are advancing ." T h e long roll 
was beaten, t roops paraded, and immedia te ly marched 
out to meet them. T h e enemy w a s Captain M a y and 
his command. T h e 1st Br igade, wh ich was encamped 
t w o miles in advance of the Point, a f ter the a larm 

moved to our present camp, situated on an extensive 
flat running along the bay. Act ive preparat ions a re 
making for our re turn march , and for leaving Fort Polk 
in a defensible state. 

Captain W a l k e r re turned on the 5th, and brought the 
cheer ing intelligence that all was well at the fort. T h e 
batteries from the city w e r e opened upon the fort a t 
daybreak of the 3d. In thir ty minutes all fires f rom 
the heavy gun batteries were silenced by the super ior 
skill of our arti l lerists. T h e e n e m y have continued 
throwing shells, but with trifling effect. T h e recep-
tion ot such good n ews put us in the very best spirits. 
Captain W a l k e r ran a g r ea t m a n y risks making his 
w a y to the fort, and deserves g r e a t credi t for the fear-
less manner in which he effected the communicat ion. 
T h e heavy repor t of ar t i l lery throughout the day an-
nounces the bombardment in continuance. Li t t le was 
done on the 6th but to make prepara t ions for the com-
ing march . On the 7th, General T a y l o r issued the fol-
lowing o r d e r : 

H e a d q u a r t e r s , A r m y of Occupat ion, > 
May 7, 1846. ] 

Order No. 58. 
T h e a r m y will march to-day at 3 o 'c lock, in the di-

rection of Matamoras . It is known the enemy has re-
cent ly occupied the route in force. If still in posses-
sion, the general will give him battle. T h e command-
ing genera l has eve ry confidence in his officers and 
men. If his orders and instructions a re car r ied out, 
he has no doubt of the result , let the e n e m y meet him 
in w h a t numbers they may . H e wishes to enjoin upon 
the battalions of Infant ry that their main dependence 
must be in the bayonet . 

Signed, W . W . S. B L I S S , 

Assistant Adjutant-general , 
ii* 
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T h e order , in advance, announced a victory. T h e r e 
was no doubt expressed in it. Commanding a much 
inferior force, composed of t roops few of whom have 
ever " smelt gunpowder , " our b rave general , never-
theless, speaks to them as to old veterans . H e wishes 
the Infantry to recollect their main dependence must be 
in the bayonet. T h a t sentence alone shows the man ; 
in it you see confidence, and a determinat ion to win 
the batt le at all hazards . T h e a r m y marches at 3 
P.M. , having in company an immense train, rich, not 
only in subsistence, but in munitions of w a r . In the 
w a g o n s there w e r e six twelve-pounders . T h e r e w a s 
also with us a ba t t e ry of two eighteen-pounders d r a w n 
b y oxen, the command of which w a s assigned to 
L ieu tenan t Churchil l , of the Arti l lery. W e marched 
five miles and encamped. 

E a r l y on the morn ing of the 8th our scouts under 
Captain W a l k e r repor ted the c a m p of the enemy de-
ser ted. F r o m that it w a s genera l ly believed they 
would decline battle. T h e m a r c h was resumed short-
ly a f t e r sunrise. Upon our ar r iva l within a short dis-
tance of our last camp, previous to our reaching the 
Rio Grande , the advance repor ted the enemy in force. 
Debouching f rom a point of mesquite, the masses of 
the e n e m y w e r e apparent , less than a mile distant, and 
occupying a f ront of near ly a mile and a half. T h e 
genera l immediately had his command formed in col-
umn of a t tack, and with the grea tes t deliberation or-
dered a rms , and permit ted the men, half a t a time, 
to go and ge t w a t e r to fill their canteens . W e had 
a l r eady marched twelve miles, the day was very w a r m , 
and w e had suffered from the w a n t of wa t e r . As 
soon as the men had refreshed themselves, the com-
mand was formed, and marched steadily to meet the 
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enemy, wi th as much regular i ty and coolness as if on 
drill. T w o squadrons of Dragoons w e r e at first in 
advance , but, a f ter the battle commenced , w e r e em-
ployed ei ther gal lant ly support ing the bat ter ies , o r de-
fending the train. W h e n within seven hundred yards,-
the e n e m y opened their fire from a ba t te ry on their 
r ight . T h e column was halted, and deployed with the 
utmost-precis ion, except the 8th Infant ry , which re-
mained in column dur ing the action. 

T h e following was the order of our line of ba t t l e : 
T h e r ight wing , commanded by Colonel T w i g g s , w a s 
composed of the 5th Infant ry on the r ight , Ringgold ' s 
Art i l lery, the 3d Infant ry , Churchill 's eighteen-pound 
bat tery , and 4th Infantry . Lef t wing, commanded by 
Breve t Lieutenant-colonel Belknap, composed of Dun-
can 's Ar t i l l e ry—the Art i l lery companies serv ing as 
In fan t ry—and the 8th Infantry . R inggo ld ' s and Dun-
can 's batteries were immediately advanced and opened 
their fires. T h e firing of the enemy was incessant ; al-
though not v e r y accura te . T h e enemy's line of batt le 
w a s a long and in advance of the chaparra l . The i r 
cava l ry (Lancers ) w e r e on the left, then a ba t te ry , 
then masses of Infant ry , then a ba t tery , masses of In-
fan t ry , another bat tery, and again masses of Infantry . 
T h e i r position had been del iberate ly assumed, know-
ing w h e r e w e would pass the road. T h e fire of the 
gal lant Ringgold 's bat tery on our r ight told with dead-
ly effect upon their mass of C a v a l r y ; platoons appeared 
to be mowed down at a time. T h e two eighteen-
pounders car r ied dea th and destruction with them. 
T h e Cava l ry soon found it was ge t t ing too w a r m for 
them, and commenced moving off, by a flank move-
ment, to the left in a trot, and w e r e tickled into a gal lop 
by a d ischarge of the eighteens. T h e i r flank move-
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ment threatened our train, and w a s prompt ly met by 
the movement of a section of Ringgold 's bat tery under 
Lieutenant Ridge ly , the 5th and 3d In fan t ry . T h e 
strength of this body of Cava l ry w a s computed at one 
thousand, and, therefore , w a s a formidable demonst ra-
tion. T h e 5th received them in square , and f rom the 
fire of an angle vaca ted t w e n t y saddles. S o m e of 
them still passed on, until they saw the 3d advanc ing 
in column by division, w h e n they rapid ly re t rea ted . 
Lieutenant R idge ly per fo rmed excellent service with 
his pieces. H e a imed and fired a shell, which s t ruck 
a lancer about the middle, wh ich exploded simultane-
ously wi th the blow, making one mangled mass of 
horse and r ider . T h u s the battle progressed on our 
r ight . On the left, the gal lant Duncan w a s pour ing in 
a most des t ruc t ive fire. E a c h shot seemed to take ef-
fect, and as our men s a w the execution, their cries of 
t r iumph mingled with the cannon's roa r . T h e fire of 
the enemy upon our left was more gal l ing ; the 8th In-
fan t ry , par t icular ly , suffered, hav ing been kept in col-
umn, instead of being deployed in line. T h e Regiments 
of Ar t i l l e ry and Infant ry , and squadrons of Dragoons , 
stood firm as veterans, r e a d y to suppor t our batteries. 
T h e prair ie took fire, and the burning of the long, rank 
g r a s s sent up columns of smoke, which at t imes con-
cealed the opposing forces. T h e cannonading com-
m e n c e d at 3 P.M. , and ceased for a shor t time at 4 

P . M . 

In the mean time, a mas ter ly movement to the right, 
• to outflank the enemy, w a s being executed. Ring-

gold 's ba t t e ry and the eighteen-pounders w e r e pushed 
fo rward toward the left flank of the enemy. T h e 4th 
I n f a n t r y and 1st Br igade moved up to their support . 
As soon as the firing recommenced, the enemy were 
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forced to change their line of battle. Lieutenant Dun-
can, under cover of the smoke, conceived and executed 
a brilliant flank movement on the enemy's r ight H e 
advanced w i t h his ba t te ry , and suddenly debouched 
and poured in a gal l ing enfi lading fire upon their r ight 
flank; it was th rown into the utmost confusion. His 
shells and shrapnell shot told with murderous effect 
A t this moment , if a c h a r g e had been made, so g r e a t 
was the confusion.of the enemy, the whole field would 
have been s w e p t ; but the genera l felt bound to pro-
tect his t rain, and feared any movement which would 
have laid it open to an a t tack. A s night approached 
the fire of the e n e m y slackened, and it ceased on both 
sides with the sett ing sun. W e had dr iven the enemy 
from his position, and forced him to ret ire . W e en-
camped as victors upon the field of battle. T h e 
last r ay s of the sett ing sun tinged with a golden light 
the clouds of battle tha t hung heavily ove r the field of 
ca rnage ; the w e a r y a r m y rested on their a rms , and 
slept sweet ly on the prair ie grass . Our loss was won-
der fu l ly small. N i n e killed, for ty-four wounded, and 
two missing. M a j o r Ringgold, Captain P a g e . Lieuten-
ants Lu ther , 2d Art i l lery, and Wal len , 4th Infan t ry , 
w e r e wounded . M a j o r Ringgold rece ived a shot while 
seated on his horse, which car r ied a w a y the flesh on 
his legs from his knees up, and passed through the 
wi thers of his thorough-bred c h a r g e r , " David B r a n c h ; " 
Captain P a g e had his lower j a w shot o f f ; L ieutenant 
Lu the r was wounded in the calf of the leg, and Lieu-
tenant W a l l e n v e r y slightly in the a r m ; Captain Bliss, 
assistant adjutant-general , had his horse shot under 
him ; likewise Lieutenant Daniels of the 2d Ar t i l le ry . 
T h e wounds of the men w e r e very severe, most of 
them requir ing amputat ion of some limb. T h e sur-
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geon ' s saw was going the livelong night, and the 
g roans of the poor sufferers w e r e hear t - rending. T o o 
much praise can not be bestowed upon our medical 
officers for their devotion and p rompt action. It w a s 
a sad d u t y for them. T h e enemy, commanded by 
Genera l Aris ta , w e r e six thousand s t r o n g ; w e w e r e 
two thousand t w o hundred and e l e v e n ; only the dif-
ference of three thousand one hundred and one, and 
they in a selected position. S ingular to relate, the 
batt le of Pa lo Al to (tall t imber) was fought on the spot 
which General T a y l o r predic ted when he first passed 
ove r the ground. 

A t d a y b r e a k on the 9th the enemy w e r e seen mov-
ing along the e d g e of the chapar ra l toward the road, 
and the prevai l ing impression was tha t they intended 
occupying the road in force, and disputing our fur ther 
progress . T h e genera l de termining to advance and 
at tack, decided to park the train, th rowing up a tem-
pora ry b reas twork , and mounting some of the twelve-
pounders for its defense. Shor t ly af ter sunrise the 
a r m y was again formed in line of battle, and marched 
f o r w a r d . T h e wounded w e r e left behind to be sent 
to Point Isabel. T h e Dragoons and Captain W a l k e r ' s 
company of Volunteers , t h r o w n out in advance , soon 
re tu rned and r epo r t ed the chapar ra l free, and the en-
e m y in full r e t r ea t a long the road. T h e a r m y was 
hal ted nea r a pond, and General T a y l o r rode back to 
the t ra in to send off his first bulletin, to cheer the de-
sponding at home, and to a w a k e n Amer ican g lory and 
patriotism. Whi le there , Lieutenant Blake, of the top-
ographical corps, accidental ly shot himself. It was a 
sad o c c u r r e n c e ; he had behaved with distinguished 
ga l lan t ry on the 8th. I took advan tage of the hal t to 
go over the field of batt le. It was t ru ly a shocking 
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s i g h t ; our Art i l lery had literally mowed them down 
I here w e r e heaps of dead lying hither and yon, wi th 
the most ghas t ly wounds I ever s a w ; some had died 
with a smile on their countenance ; others, in the a g o n y 
of death, with a fierce convulsive s truggle had caught 
at the rank grass , and died with their hands clinched 
firmly in it, looking defiance at the enemy. It was a 
shocking picture. T h e number killed could not be ac-
cura te ly ascertained, but of killed and wounded we 
are safe in claiming five hundred. T h e g rea t dispro-
portion in the loss of the two armies arose from this 
f a c t : we fired at their masses ; they at our batteries ! 
T h e prisoners taken acknowledge they w e r e badly 
whipped, and confirm us in the belief of the s t rength 
of their a rmy. 

As w e w e r e advancing we came across a poor fel-
low w h o w a s wounded, and whtf, wi thout a drop of 
wa te r , had passed the night Upon the battle-field. H e 
g a v e us to unders tand he wanted bread and wa te r . 
Colonel T w i g g s exclaimed, " M e n , g ive this poor fel-
low something to ea t and dr ink." In an instant the 
haversacks -and canteens of a company w e r e at his 
service. Such acts , of generos i ty t h r e w a flickering 
sunbeam ove r the deep shades of the battle-field. On 
the field was found a dog lying b y the dead body of 
his mas te r ; no entreat ies could prevail upon him to 
leave the body of him who in life had caressed him. 
Genera l Tay lo r ordered out part ies in e v e r y direct ion 
to search for the wounded of the enemy, had them 
brought in, and at tended to with the same ca re as our 
men. 

About 1 P .M. the a r m y resumed its march . W h e n 
w e first halted, Captain G. A. M'Call had been sent in 
advance, with one hundred picked men, to scour the 



9 6 C A M P A I G N S K E T C H E S O F 

chapar ra l and wa tch the p rogress of the enemy. 
Captain C. F . Smith, of the Art i l lery, wi th his battalion 
of light companies of the 1st Br igade, followed. W e 
proceeded through the chapa r r a l to within three miles 
of the fort, w h e n w o r d w a s passed to the r ea r tha t 
the enemy w e r e in force, and in a selected position. 
T h e a d v a n c e under Captain M'Cal l had discovered 
them, and after a spirited brush, ret i red, ag reeab ly to 
orders , to awa i t the arr ival of the main body. T h e r e 
was not a moment 's hesitation ; our b r ave genera l de-
termined to g ive them immedia te battle. Our t roops 
filed past the train, and deployed as skirmishers to the 
r ight and left of the road . Captain M'Call 's command 
w a s ordered by the genera l " to advance and d r a w 
the fire of the enemy." Nob ly did t h e y perform tha t 
terrible service. 

T h e enemy occupying the opposite bank of a ravine, 
concave toward us, had planted their ba t ter ies to rake 
the road, and eve ry approach (few in number) th rough 
the almost impenetrable chaparra l . T h e fire of the 
enemy w a s d r a w n by the advance . L ieu tenan t Ridge-
ly, fit successor to the gal lant Ringgold , w a s ordered 
fo rward with his ba t t e ry . T h e s t ruggle for v ic tory 
then commenced. T h e Art i l lery of the enemy swept 
the ground with their g r a p e and cannis ter ; Lieutenant 
R idge ly re turned it wi th murderous effect. Masses of 
their Infantry, lining the banks of the ravine , and press-
ed fo rward into the chapar ra l , w e r e met by our skir-
mishers on the left wi th a ga l lan t ry and determination, 
on both sides, ra re ly equaled. Repea t ed ly w e r e bay-
onets crossed, the enemy giving w a y slowly, and fight-
ing for e v e r y inch of the ground. T h e 4th, 5th, 8th, 
and pa r t of the 3d w e r e on the left, and engaged in 
this sanguinary struggle. Owing to the dense chapa r -
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ral, the Reg iments became mixed, but fought not the 
less severely. T h e enemy clung to their bat ter ies with 
the g rea te s t pert inacity. Ridge ly ' s Art i l lery thunder-
ed in reply. Th i s gal lant officer, in one of his dar ing 
advances , had only one piece unlimbered, when he w a s 
charged by a body of lancers, w h o came dashing down 
upon him like thunder , when S e r g e a n t Kea rnes put a 
load of cannister on the top of a shell and fired it • 
this scat tered them all but four, w h o still dashed a long ' 
Lieutenant R idge ly charged them in person, and drove 
them off. 

Captain M a y rode back to the general , and asked if 
he should cha rge the ba t te ry on the opposite side of 
the ravine. « C h a r g e , captain, nolens volens / " was 
the r ep ly ; and a w a y dashed the ga l lan t fellow. As 
he passed Ridgely 's bat tery, Ridgely exclaimed, « Hold 
on, Charley, till I draw their fire / " and i t . is well for 
M a y tha t he partially succeeded. A w a y dashed this 
gal lant squadron down the r av ine ; L ieu tenan t Inge fell, 
and many of their saddles w e r e vacated. On w e n t the 
r e s t ; crossed the ravine, and captured the ba t te ry . 
Captain Graham ' s company w a s associated with M a y ' s 
in this memorable charge . General L a Vega , stand-
ing at h.s ba t te ry to the last, was taken prisoner by 
M a y , and passed to the rear . 

On the right of the road, w h e r e the 3d deployed, no 
e n e m y was m e t ; but the Regiment so far outflanked 
them as to be in danger of fires from our own batteries. 
T h e density of the chapar ra l was such that they could 
not make their w a y through, but w e r e forced to re turn , 
m order to ge t into the action. T h e y reached the ra -
vine just a f ter the desperate cha rge of the In fan t ry (in 
which the 8th was so conspicuous) had completely rout-
ed the enemy. Immediate ly af ter their bat te , ies w e r e 
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captured , Duncan came up wi th his ba t t e ry and took 
the advance . T h e Dragoons , 3d Infantry, and Capta in 
Smith 's command w e r e ordered to suppor t the Art i -
lery T h e enemy w e r e in full re t rea t . On w e all 
pushed, hemmed in a n a r r o w road by a dense chapa r -
ral on each side, the Art i l lery advancing and p o u n n g 
in its bloody fire, and clearing the road. About two 
hundred ya rds f rom the ravine w e c a m e upon the c a m p 
of the enemy. I t w a s a l ready cap tured and deser ted. 
T o this point the gal lant Barbour had fearlessly ad-
vanced with his company of the 3d Infantry, and, unaid-
ed, successfully resisted a despera te cha rge of cava l ry . 
the empty saddles, and horses wri thing in the agony of 
d e a t h , marked the spot w h e r e the s t ruggle occur red 

T h e huge packs of the enemy w e r e a r r a n g e d wi h 
great regular i ty upon the g r o u n d ; mules, some w d h 
packs, w e r e scat tered a b o u t ; beeves w e r e k M ^ 
camp-fires lighted, and their meals cooking T h e y ev 
idently expected to have been undisturbed that night . 
On on w e wen t , keeping up a run, and yell ing hke 
mad ! T h e enemy n o w and then g a v e s y m p o m s o a 

stand, but w e r e dr iven on, sca t te r ing themselvs m the 
chapar ra l , and avail ing themselves of eve ry t rai l tha 
led to the river. W e neared the lines of our old camp , 
our cheeks r eached high heaven, when they w e r e sud-
denly silenced by three shots f rom an - g h t e e n - p o u n d e r 
wh ich came very near killing some of our men T h e 
first^mpression w a s that our friends had mistaken -
for the enemy, and w e r e firing at us " f o r t ; but 
w e soon ascertained the shots came f rom the c a y 
T h e enemy fled in eve ry direction, and many w e r e 

red. 

d rowned in their a t tempts to swim the r iver . It was a 
perfect route , " horse, foot, and dragoons ." 

Our b r ave genera l had gained a glorious victory over 
the best-appointed a r m y Mexico ever sent into the 
field ; confident of success, in an almost impregnable 
position, and with an overwhelming force, a t least th ree 
to one. T h e r e w e r e t w o thousand troops not in the 
battle of the 8th, who crossed the r iver the evening of 
that day , express ly to join in the battle of the 9th. 
T h e y w e r e veterans of twenty successful battles, and 
in their own count ry , upon whichever side they fought, 
v ic tory perched. E v e r y thing w a s in their favor ; po-
sition, numbers , conf idence ; and, yet , with all these, 
they failed. H i s to ry does not furnish a more striking 
batt le than " R e s a c a de la Pa lma , " the battle of the 9th 
of M a y . So confident w e r e they of victory, tha t Am-
pudia, speaking to Captain Thorn ton , who w a s then 
their prisoner, said " it w a s u t ter ly impossible that it 
could be otherwise ; that their numbers alone w e r e suf-
ficient, independent of those veteran regiments ." Gen-
eral L a V e g a said that " i f he had any sum of money 
in camp, he should have considered it as safe as if a t 
the city of Mexico ; and he would have bet any amount 
that no ten thousand men could have driven them" T h e 
dead, dying, and wounded w e r e s t rewed in e v e r y di-
rection. Our brilliant vic tory w a s purchased with the 
blood of some gallant souls. 

Our loss in this action w a s three officers and thirty-
six men killed, twe lve officers and fifty-nine men 
wounded . T h e names of the officers killed are, Lieu-
tenant Z. Inge, 2d D r a g o o n s ; Lieutenant R . E . Coch-
rane, 4th I n f a n t r y ; and Lieutenant T . L . Chadbourne , 
8th Infantry . T h e wounded officers are, Colonel M. 
M. Payne , 4th Arti l lery, ac t ing inspec tor -genera l ; 
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Colonel J . S. M'Intosh, 5th In fan t ry ; Captain A. Hooe, 
5th Infantry ; Lieutenant S. H . F o w l e r , 5th In fan t ry ; 
Captain W . R . Montgomery , Lieutenants J . Selden, R. 
P . M a c l a y . C . F . Morr is , C. R . Gates, J . G. Burbank , and 
C. D. Jo rdan , 8th Infant ry ; and Lieutenant S . D. Dob-
bins, 3d In fan t ry . W e cap tu red f rom the enemy, eight 
pieces of art i l lery, t w o thousand s tand of arms, two hund-
red mules, a g r ea t number of packs and the necessary 
appur tenances , all the baggage and c a m p equipage of 
the a r m y , and one hundred and fifty thousand rounds 
of musket car t r idges . All General Aris ta 's pr ivate bag-
g a g e and papers fell into our hands, from which much 
impor tan t information w a s obtained. One genera l , one 
colonel, one l ieutenant-colonel, four captains, and five 
l ieutenants w e r e taken prisoners. T h r e e capta ins and 
four l ieutenants w e r e buried on the field ; and they ac-
knowledge tha t forty-eight olficers, besides these, a re 
missing. T h e loss of the e n e m y in killed, wounded , 
and missing can not be less than two thousand. It was 
a vic tory achieved by the army proper, and, as such, 
doubly dear to us. 

M a n y acts of individual da r ing a re recorded . Gen-
eral T a y l o r w a s sitting on his horse in the thickest of 
the fight, wi th his sword d rawn , while the balls w e r e 
ra t t l ing around him. Colonel C., the amiable sutler of 
the 4th Infant ry , formerly m a y o r of Augus ta , Ga. , and 
well known for his courage and kindness of disposition, 
r emarked to him tha t he w a s exposing his person v e r y 
much, and proposed to him to re t i re a short dis tance : 
" Let us ride a little nearer, the balls will fall behind us," 
was the general 's reply. Lieutenant Lincoln, of the 8th, 
killed two Mexicans with his saber. 

It is a g r ea t pity w e w e r e unable to follow up our 
success. H a d w e crossed the r iver the night of the 
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all the camp w o m e n w e r e left a t For t B r o w n ; and they 
poor creatures , u n d e r w e n t the hor rors of the s i e - e I 
would h a v e r a the r fought t w e n t y battles t h a n ° h a v e 
passed through the bombardment of F o r t B r o w n 

On the 10th w e w e r e act ively employed bury ing the 
dead Lieutenants Inge , Chadbourne , and Cochrane 
w e r e buried with funeral h o n o r s ; the unsodded g r a v e 
b y the road side, wi th its rude paling, marks the spot 
w h e r e sleep those w h o died gal lant ly in battle. T h e 
Mexican prisoners w e r e employed bury ing their dead . 

On the 11th Captain Thorn ton and his par ty w e r e 
exchanged, and, to the g r e a t joy of the i r friends, they 
arr ived in the af ternoon. L ieu tenan t Deas was also 
re turned. Genera l L a Vega , wi th other prisoners, w e r e 
sent to Point Isabel. T h e fo rmer declines his parole, 
and goes to N e w Orleans. General T a y l o r and staff 
left for Point Isabel, and the a r m y marched and oc-
cupied their old camp. 

Headquar te rs , A r m y of Occupation, •> 
•ttesaca de la Pa lma , May 11, 1846. f 

Order No. 59. 
T h e commanding general congra tu la tes the a r m y 

under his command upon the signal success which 
has c rowned its recent operat ions agains t the e n e m y 
I he coolness and readiness of the t roops during the 
action of the 8th, and the brilliant impetuosi ty wi th 
which the enemy ' s position and art i l lery w e r e car r ied 
on the 9th, have displayed the best qualities of the 
A m e r i c a n soldier. T o eve ry officer and soldier of his 
command, the genera l publicly re turns his thanks for 
the noble manner in which they have sustained the 
honor of the service and of the country . 

Whi le the main body of the a r m y has been thus act-
ively employed, the garr ison left opposite M a t a m o r a s 

has rendered no less distinguished service by sustain-
ing a severe cannonade and bombardment for m a n y 
successive days. y 

t r J m n h T / ^ c o u l l i r y , while just ly rejoicing in this 
b r a v ? o V ° U r 7 m S ' W l H d e P l o r e t h e , o s s - a n y 
of c o l l a t

C e r S m 6 D ' W h ° fel1 g a l l a n U y i n t h e h o " 

It being necessa ry for the commanding genera l to 
visit I o i n t Isabel on public business, Colonel T w i ^ s 
wil assume command of the corps of the a r m y nea r 
M a t a m o r a s , including the gar r i son of the field-work 
H e will occupy the fo rmer lines of the a rmy , mak ing 
such disposition for defense, and for the comfor t of h i ! 
command , as he m a y deem advisable. H e will hold 
himself s t r ic t ly on the defensive until the re turn of the 
commanding genera l . 

By o rde r of Br igadier-general T A Y L O R : 

W . W . S. B L I S S , Assis tant Adjutant -genera l . 

On the 12th w e received the melancholy intel l igence 
of the death of M a j o r Ringgold . H e died a t Point 
Isabel on the l l t h o f M a y , and was buried with funeral 
honors on the 12th. H e was a g r a d u a t e of W e s t 

' a n d es teemed one of the best Art i l lery officers 
m the service. F o r some time he commanded a bat-
t e ry of L igh t Art i l le ry , and brought that a r m of the 
service to g r ea t perfect ion, and lived to see its efficien-
c y exemplified upon the field of battle. H e was a 
high-toned, chivalr ic soldier, and his dea th is universal-
ly regre t ted . T h e wounded of the e n e m y w e r e sent 
over to M a t a m o r a s to be a t tended to by their o w n 
surgeons. Colonel T w i g g s took receipts for those 
turned ov6r other than exchanged. 

A solemn silence hangs round the c i t y ; w e see no 
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military displays, no music—even the dogs have ceased 
barking. W e hea rd to-day of some horrible murders 
commit ted on the 1st of M a y by a par ty of rancheros . 
A pa r ty of sixteen citizens w e r e crossing the count ry 
f rom Corpus Christi. T w o of the par ty w e r e women . 
T h e y w e r e surprised, and captured near the Colorado. 
T h e y w e r e stripped, tied together by two's , taken across 
the r iver , had their throats cut wi th a la rge knife, and 
w e r e then th rown into the s t ream. T w o of them 
escaped by swimming ; one of them, Wil l iam Rogers , 
wande red for five days , wi thout any thing to eat , in the 
chapar ra l , and was finally captured and taken to Mat -
amoras . H e was sent over by General Arista, and is 
now under the t rea tment of our medical officers. W a s 
eve r any thing more barbarous , more perfect ly shock-
ing? 

Noth ing of a n y interest occur red on the 13th. Re-
ports w e r e received tha t many of the enemy w e r e 
desert ing, and that the " mora le" of the a r m y w a s de-
s t royed. Genera l T a y l o r r e tu rned on the 14th. F o u r 
companies of the 1st Infantry, under Lieutenant-colonel 
Wilson, have ar r ived at the Brasos, and five companies 
of the Vol unteers. An exped ition, under the com mand 
of Colonel Wilson, has been organized to march upon 
Buri ta . 

On the 15th and 16th the r ive r wras examined with 
the v i ew of selecting a point to cross. On the 17th 
the genera l decided w e should move to the point se-
lected, and commence operat ions against the c i ty . W e 
s t ruck our tents ear ly in the morning. Our unusual 
stir and act ivi ty w a s seen hy the, enemy, and no doubt 
a t t r ibuted to the proper cause. W e w e r e all anxiously 
awai t ing the order to move, when w e w e r e informed 
a pa r l ey had been sounded by the enemy, and tha t a 

deputat ion f rom Genera l Aris ta had crossed to see 
General Tay lo r . Genera l R i c a r d o was at the h e a d " ? 

L S r ° P r d t 0 e n t e r i n t o a n armist ice until 
they could hea r from Mexico, not doubting the bound 

s : t r ? e 7Td-Generai 

that he had offered them one some t ime s ince- had 
evinced the most fr iendly disposition ; tha t they wou d not a t o l t w h e n h ¡ s a r m y w a g J J * 

ow S " t e n t ? a d T V e d ' hG ShOUld d Í C t a t e * 
own t e r n s R ica rdo wished to know if the genera l 
intended taking Ma tamoras . H e said. « Yes ." Gen 
era , R . c a r d o offered to su r render all the public prop-
erty, ammunit ion, & c , if he would not cross. T h e 
genera l said « N o , he must have Matamoras , if he had 
do it " V I 0 " 1 1 ' 3 " 1 t h a t D O W h e W a s p repared to 
s t n n r f f m W G , l a d r e C 6 i V e d S O m e additional 
ten G . n r f ' a a D C \ a n d a m m U t i i t i 0 - H « told him to 
terms ^Th ^ ^ ^ h i s 

terms. T h a t the ci ty must capitulate, all public prop-
er ty , ammunit ion, provisions, & c , must be g iven up 
and then the a r m y might m a r c h out and ret i re » T h e 
deputation then re turned to obtaih Genera l Aris ta 's 
answer , which was to be communica ted at 3 P M In 
the mean t ime the a r m y marched , and encamped three 
miles up the r iver . General T a y l o r told General Ri-
ca rdo that Ampudia had wri t ten him the w a r should 
be conducted ag reeab ly to the usage of civilized na-
tions ; tha t in the last battle the enemy had s t r ipped 
our dead, and mutilated their bodies. General R i c a Ï Ï o 
replied, " t h a t the w o m e n w h o followed the a rmy , and 
rancheros , did i t ; tha t they could not control them " 
Our b rave old genera l replied, « lam coming over, and 
I II control them for you." 

Dur ing the evening act ive preparat ions w e r e made * 



to cross the troops. N o r ep ly w a s given to the gen-
eral 's proposition. T h e count ry people commenced 
crossing to us, and repor ted the a r m y had deser ted the 

city, and ret i red. 
On the morn ing of the 18th confirmation w a s receiv-

ed of the repor ted flight of Aris ta and his a rmy . T h e 
sca re w a s still work ing . E a r l y in the morning, the 
Dragoons , Captain Walke r ' s company of Rangers , the 
light° companies of the different bat tal ions, R i d g e l / s 
ba t t e ry , and the 5th In fan t ry w e r e crossed, and took 
up a favorable position to cover the passage. I r e g r e t 
to record that , in crossing, L ieu tenan t Stevens , of the 
2d Dragoons , w a s d rowned . H e w a s a fine young 
officer, much beloved by his reg iment ; his dea th 
t h r e w a gloom over the camp. F o r w h a t singular 
destinies a re w e reserved , and how cer ta inly and i r re-
sistibly one has to advance and fulfill his fate! H e 
w a s a m o n g those gallant fellows who s tared dea th in 
the face in the la te bril l iant c h a r g e of Captain M a y ; 
with balls sca t te r ing around him in e v e r y direction, his 
life w a s spared, only to be res igned in a f ew d a y s in 

the w a t e r s of the Bravo . , , , 
T h e flight of the enemy hav ing been undoubtedly 

ascer ta ined, and the civil authorit ies of the c i ty hav ing 
invited Genera l T a y l o r to take possession of it, the 
crossing of the r ema inde r of the a r m y w a s effected at 
the upper fe r ry of the ci ty . U p o n our approach to the 
fe r ry w e s a w our t roops w e r e in possession ot t o r t 
Pa redes , and busily engaged in p repa r ing to run up 
our flaf Jus t as w e reached the bank, Capta in K e r , ot 
the 2d Dragoons , r an it u p ; it floated graceful ly in the 
breeze, and proudly waved over Mexico. T h e men ot 
the advance sent up three h e a r t y cheers to we lcome 
the flag of their count ry . T h e r e was a rope s t retched 

- to 
eve r hea r it, dear reader ? I reckon ™ \ / ° U 

chee r as feiTS^ W s t 

bank w h e n the d r a m a n f fife I " T , h e ' ° P P ° S i t e 

m s at al, t imes a n L e l l ^ a s T w th T ^ 
patr iot ism. Al , was e x c i t e m e n t e ^ t e X f 
ing over with " amor natriiP » T* ' 
the Amer ican a r m y " c £ n s in ™ 7 ™ " * * f ° r 

compiete than we have claimed. T ^ Z ^ Z 
A r ^ t a had no , over three thousand men with him 
W h a t has become of the remainder of the seven Z n ' 
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city. W e had indulged the hope of being quar tered in 
i t : but our w o r t h y genera l saw fit to direct o therwise . 
W o m e n , they say, are full of curiosi ty ; but if they ever 
felt more than w e did to see tha t ci ty, I say God help 
them W e had encamped but a short t ime before a 
par ty of us rode to the city to gra t i fy tha t consuming 
passion. N e v e r have 1 been more d isappoin ted; never 
did dis tance more thoroughly lend " e n c h a n t m e n t to the 
v i ew " 1 first rode up to the Plaza , which is quite a 
la rge square , sur rounded by china trees. T h e houses 
fac ing the squa re a re built of brick or s tone ; the lower 
par t used as stores o r offices, and the second story as 
dwellings. T h e walls a r e v e r y massive, and their win-
dows bar red , so tha t one thinks they w e r e bu.lt for de-
fense. S t ree t s d iverge f rom the Plaza , and a r e crossed 
b y others . T h e Ca thedra l occupies a l a rge space on 
one side of the square , and is an unfinished mass of 
masonry. Direc t ly opposite to the Cathedra l is the pris-
o n - p r o p e r l y si tuated, the poison and the antidote. 
T h e r e are a g r ea t many stores, and a marke t -house 
w h i c h is wel l supplied. I visited the different hospi-
tals ; they a re filled with the w o u n d e d and dying. T h e 
s tench that arose f rom them, for the w a n t of police, 
waTdisgus t ing . You could tell a t a g lance the woun -
ed of Palo Alto or R e s a c a de la P a l m a . T h e la t te r 
w e r e mostly bullet w o u n d s ; the amputa ted limbs v M 
of the cannon's fearful execution m the former . Bes.de 
one poor fellow a beautiful gir l of seventeen w a s seat-
ed keeping off the flies. She w a s his wife In another 
corner a family group, the mother and her chi ldren 
w e r e sea ted b / t f e w o o d e d fa ther One bngh^ eyed 
little girl quite took my fancy, and m y hear t bled to 
think tha t thus ear ly she should be in t roduced to so 
m u c h wre tchedness . On one bed w a s a c o r p s e ; on 

another , one was dying, holding in his hand the g r a p e -
shot that had passed through his b reas t . H e showed 
it to us with a sad countenance. I left the hospital 
shocked with the hor rors of w a r . T h e enemy left their 
wounded comrades , wi th very little attention to their 
wan t s . 

I next rode round the c i t y : some distance f rom the 
a ^he houses became more detached, surrounded 

by y a r d s contain.ng var ious tropical t rees and flowers • 
m a n y of the roofs a r e thatched, and in the outskirts of 
the city the common " j a c a l " prevails . On the whole 
it is one of the most indifferent and filthy cities I have 
ever seen. T h e g rea t e r par t of the genteel population 
h a v e l e f t ; in about one house in three of the more hum-
ble cast one of the family was diligently searching the 
heads oi the others . It said they a r e some for lice 
and that d isagreeable reflection made m e think it was 
time to depar t for camp. 

Colonel T w i g g s has had the especial c h a r g e of the 
city, as far as the d iscovery and collection of the pub-
he p roper ty was concerned . T h e genera l declined in-
ter fer ing with the municipal authorit ies. H e is a law-
abiding man, and prefers that it should take its course, 
unless in ter ference is positively necessary . T h e wor-
thy colonel has a w a y of his own in th rowing his man-
tle of protection and find-out-a-tiveness over all, and the 
alcalde has often felt the effect of it. H e has car r ied 
on his examination with the g rea te s t e n e r g y and suc-
cess ; d iscover ing several pieces of small o rdnance , all 
kinds of munitions of war , a la rge number of muskets 
corn, lumber, tobacco, and c iga r s : a g r ea t deal of pow-
der and fixed ammunit ion had been thrown into the 
wells. T h e a lca lde manifested no g r e a t willingness to 
make discoveries, but the colonel w a s too much for 



him. T h e government enjoys the monopoly of the sale 
of tobacco, der iving an immense r e v e n u e f rom it. T h e y 
sell the plain leaf at six cents per ounce. T h e s e muni-
tions of w a r h a v e been collecting since S a n t a Anna ' s 
invasion of T e x a s in 1836. L a r g e quanti t ies of an-
chors w e r e d iscovered , intended to be used in anchor-
ing boats and br idges upon wh ich to cross their a rmies 
dur ing their m a r c h into T e x a s . 

I can not but repeat , that w e all feel proud tha t these 
conquests have been effected by the army proper. W e 
w e r e all a w a r e of the undeserved r e m a r k s tha t had 
been m a d e in re fe rence to us b y some port ions of the 
press, and representat ives in Congress, and w e only 
asked for an opportunity, few as w e were , to prove to 
our count ry she had a safe anchor in our small but gal-
lant force. By far the g rea t major i ty of the officers 
w e r e g radua tes of the Mil i tary A c a d e m y ; all did their 
duty , and many dist inguished themselves b y their skill 
and thorough knowledge of their profession. All arises 
f rom their instruction rece ived at tha t best of institu-
tions, the W e s t Point Mil i tary A c a d e m y . In the hour 
of ou r count ry ' s d a n g e r she will a lways prove her use-
fulness, and her g radua tes will show to their count ry 
and the wor ld that the money expended in the educat ion 
of so talented a co rps of officers has not been t h r o w n 
a w a y ; richly will she be repaid for e v e r y cent expend-
ed. O u r A lma M a t e r m a y be proud of her sons ; con-
spicuously have they shown themselves soldiers upon 
the field of battle. A w a y , hereaf te r , wi th opposition to 
an institution which sends forth, for the country ' s serv-
ice, yea r ly , a class of young gent lemen fitted for a n y 
w a l k in life. 

C H A P T E R XI . 

ON the 19th of M a y Colonel Gar land w a s sent out 
wi th two companies of Range r s and the Dragoons , to 
follow up and observe the course of the r e t r ea t ing 
a r m y . H e re turned on the 22d, having advanced sixty 
miles ; about twen ty - seven miles hence he fell in wi th 
the rea r -guard of the a r m y , and a t tacked them at 10 
P . M . T w o of his men (Range r s ) w e r e wounded ; killed 
two, and wounded two of the enemy, and cap tured 
t w e n t y men wi th their baggage . H i s command , being 
quite small, was not intended for hostile operations, but 
mere ly a corps of observat ion. T h e march of the ene-
m y for the first d a y was a t tended wi th g rea t confusion ; 
but subsèquently they organized and re t rea ted in good 
order . H o w much it is to be regre t t ed w e w e r e not 
s t rong enough to give immedia te pursuit ; a thousand 
C a v a l r y would have been valuable beyond price. I 
paid another visit of curiosity to the city. Mr . B., an 
Amer i can merchan t , w a s kind enough to take m e round. 
W e first visited the city prison ; i t is a building of v e r y 
thick walls, wi th a la rge inter ior area , a long which the 
prison-rooms w e r e r anged ; the filth about it w a s dis-
gusting. In the second s tory of one of the magazines 
is the Ha l l of Just ice ; i t occupies the whole depth of 
the building. A t the lower end is a ra i l ing inclosing 
the seats for the judges and j u r y ; in the center w a s a 
l a rge table, covered with red cloth, wi th three a rm-
chai rs for the judges, and one opposite for the clerk ; 
d i rect ly opposite the judge ' s seat w a s suspended, in a 
f r ame , the a r m s of Mexico ; on each side, a long the 
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him. T h e government enjoys the monopoly of the sale 
of tobacco, der iving an immense r e v e n u e f rom it. T h e y 
sell the plain leaf at six cents per ounce. T h e s e muni-
tions of w a r h a v e been collecting since S a n t a Anna ' s 
invasion of T e x a s in 1836. L a r g e quanti t ies of an-
chors w e r e d iscovered , intended to be used in anchor-
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dur ing their m a r c h into T e x a s . 
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walls , w e r e six seats , covered wi th cr imson velvet , for 
the jury . W e w e r e told w e w e r e in the " H o l y of H o -
lies," and, if w e had en te red it in this unceremonious 
manner t w o weeks since, imprisonment would have 
been our least punishment . 

W e visited a gen t leman w h o showed us a magnifi-
cent Spanish saddle, valued a t $400. T h e pommel 
and cantel w e r e of solid silver, the cover ing and e v e r y 
th ing a t tached to it being w o r k e d with silver th read . 
T h e gen t l eman had a v e r y comfortable house ; th ree 
l a rge rooms opened one into the o t h e r ; paintings and 
a piano g a v e evidence of tas te and ref inement . T h e i r 
areas ' and thick walls a t t r ac t the eye of the visitor ; 
they must m a k e the dwel l ing deliciously cool. Visi t-
ed the unfinished Cathedra l , one room of which has 
been rude ly fitted up for the service of the Church . 
T h e fu rn i tu re a round the a l ta r w a s very neat , but not 
as costly as I had been led to suppose ; no d iamond 
and pear l pet t icoats of " o u r L a d y of Guadaloupe ." 

Genera l T a y l o r v e r y proper ly divided the cap tured 
cigars among the command ; such a happy set oi smok-
ing dogs n e v e r w e r e seen, and all a t t he expense of the 
enemy. T h e r e w a s something consoling in the t h o u g h t ; 
no men have bet ter ea rned a smoking indulgence by 
smoking work . 

N o n e of the volunteers , up to the 22d of M a y , had 
joined the main a r m y . T h e state authori t ies of Lou-
isiana, A labama , and T e x a s prompt ly met the call for 
troops, and hastened la rger re-enforcements than called 
for to the sea t of w a r . W e daily hear of their a r r iva l 
a t the Brasos . Genera l P. F . Smith has a r r ived , in 
c o m m a n d of the t roops f rom Louisiana, and is dai ly 
expec ted f rom Bar i ta , of which place undisputed pos-
session was taken b y the command under Colonel Wil-

son on the 17th of M a y . A g r e a t disproport ion exists 
be tween the arr ival of troops and means of t ranspor ta-
t ion ; so much so, that the genera l feels himself an-
noyed and crippled, and will be forced to keep the 
g r e a t e r pa r t of the Volunteers encamped nea r the 
mouth of the r iver . General Smith, wi th his com-
mand, and Colonel Wi lson , with four companies of the 
1st Arti l lery, a r r ived on the 24th of M a y , and encamped 
opposite Matamoras . T h e s team-boat N e v a a r r ived 
the same day , t ranspor t ing the baggage of the com-
mand. T h e arr ival of the s team-boat was hailed wi th 
three hea r ty c h e e r s ; it looked quite like civilization, 
and as if our fr iends w e r e following us up. 

General W o r t h re turned on the 25th, hav ing with-
d r a w n his resignation. T h e citizens of N e w Orleans, 
ever just in patr iot ic impulses, shipped in the s t eamer 
Alabama a magnif icent horse, which they presented to 
Captain W a l k e r for his c o u r a g e and pe rseverance in 
effect ing a communicat ion w i t h F o r t B r o w n during its 
bombardment , and while it was surrounded by the en-
emy. 

Upon the recept ion of the intell igence of the cap tu re 
of Captain Thorn ton and his command, the Pres ident 
of the United S ta tes addressed a message to Congress 
(on the 12th of M a y ) , r ecommending a declarat ion of 
war , and call ing for men and money to prosecute it 
wi th vigor. On the 13th of M a y Congress sustained 
the recommendat ion , passed a l aw authorizing the rais-
ing of fifty thousand Volunteers , and appropr ia ted ten 
millions of dollars for the expenses of the w a r . T h e 
Sec re t a ry of W a r prompt ly called upon the governors 
of the different s tates for their quotas, and officers w e r e 
immediately sent to different points to muster into serv-
ice the organized regiments. T h e s e regiments w e r e 



enlisted for twelve months. Instructions w e r e sent to 
General Tay lor to muster out of service all the volun-
teers who would not enlist for twelve months. T h e y 
we re originally enlisted for six months. Those dis-
charged consisted of the Louisiana Volunteers, com-
prising General Smith's br igade, the regiments com-
manded by Colonels Reyton and Feathers ton ; the St . 
Louis Legion, three companies of Alabama Volunteers 
under Captains Desha, Plate , and Elmore , and the bat-
talion, from the same state, commanded by Lieutenant-
colonel Rai ford . T h e prompt action of Congress gives 
proof to the world that a Republic, natural ly averse to 
w a r , and anxious to cultivate peace, is at all times 
ready and will ing to vindicate its r ights and confront 
its invaders. H o w promptly the good citizens have 
responded to the call of the executive ! H o w unani-
mous has been the action of the whole country ! W h a t 
an irresistible influence our action must ca r ry with it 
across the " big water . " W o e to the crowned head 
tha t interferes with rising, onward , onward Amer ica ! 
On questions affecting our national honor, w e are one I 
N o mat ter w h a t our internal dissensions, when the foe 
appears , united w e meet him. This war , decidedly 
not a popular one, tests the strength of our institutions. 
Ta lk of the instability of this government ! A division 
of this Union will never take place. 

On the 23d of April w a r was declared by a mani-
festo issued a t the ci ty of Mexico by President Pare -
des, and transmitted to his generals commanding on the 
frontier . In opposition to the strenuous exertions of 
our government to effect an amicable compromise ot 
our difficulties, it seems it was the determination of 
their government to commence hostilities, and make a 
futile at tempt to reconquer Texas . N o doubt our di-

minutive force urged them on, with the belief an easy 
victory was at hand. A more respectable force might 
W d t h e w a r U f l d e r a j j c i r c u m s t a n c e | ^ 

the r e . ^ ^ ^ b e d i ^ n h u t e d among 
he remaining five, and the officers of those broken up 

to be sent on the recruit ing service 

firs?A™ 1 S t ° f J U U G ' H U g h M ' L e ° d ' Es<l-> - s u e d the 
first American paper west of the Rio G r a n d e ; it was 

1 1 F 6 ^ 6 P n b I l C ° f t h e R i ° G , a n d e ' a n d 

Wilson1" w t f 0 n 1 ,16 G t h ° f J u n e ' L i ^ e n a n t - c o l o n e l 
Wilson, with four companies of the 1st Infantry, Price 's 
company of Rangers , and a section of Bragg 's b a i e r y 
under Lieutenant Thomas, left for R e y n o s f T h e a T 

signified 1 T * a T * * ^ ^ o f M ^ a m o r a s , signified, through a delegation to General Taylor , their 
willingness to give it up. It is situated on the r iver 
sixty miles above Matamoras . ' 

General Tay lo r turned all his energies toward effect-
ng a speedy a d v a n c e ; but the deficiency of t ranspor-

hat a l T t L T ' n a S t T b l i n g - b l 0 c k ' J t necessary that all the towns and prominent points on the r iver 
should be occupied, between Matamoras and C a m a r ^ o 
as the latter is destined to be our base of operations on 
Monterey, and all our provisions and stores will be 
transported there by steam. 

On the 9th of June the committee from the Legislature 
of Louisiana presented to General Tay lor the resolu-
tions of that body upon the occasions of the late vic-
tories. T h e y voted him a sword. T h e ceremony was 
performed m front of his tent, nearly all the officers of 



the a r m y being present . M r . Cole, on the pa r t of the 
commit tee , made the general a v e r y h a p p y speech, to 
which he briefly, but feelingly replied. It w a s an in-
te res t ing ce remony , and one of which our noble gen-
eral felt justly proud. Immedia te ly a f t e r w a r d a splen-
did collation made us all quite happy . 

On the 10th of J u n e Governor Hende r son a r r ived 
f rom T e x a s , wi th a la rge command of volunteers . H e 
marched across the count ry . The .vo lun tee r s a re ar-
riving in g rea t number s by eve ry t ranspor t f rom the 
S ta tes . M r . Shatse l , our consul a t Matamoras , ar r iv-
ed f rom T a m p i c o on the 11th of June . H e w a s or-
dered a w a y f rom Matamoras , a t a moment ' s wa rn ing , 
by Genera l Ampudia , and, of course , w a s exposed to 
all the suffering incident to t ravel ing over a wi lderness 
count ry , wi thout a n y conveniences . T h e good citi-
zens a r e becoming more at home wi th u s ; many of the 
genteel classes a r e showing themselves. T h e r e is a 
g r ea t dea l of beau ty a m o n g t h e m — s o m e most strik-
ingly beautiful faces. T h e y lead a luxurious life, a t 
least I call it s o ; and if a n y of m y r e a d e r s have in-
habited a southern clime, and felt t he enerva t ing effects 
of the climate, they will ag r ee wi th me. T h e y sit all 
day long in buildings with thick wal ls and brick floors, 
wi th their beautiful suits of hair n icely braided and 
tied up, having the least quant i ty of dress you can 
possibly f a n c y ; and in the evening t h e y e m e r g e like 
bees from their hives, t ake possession of their balconies, 
and enjoy one of the most delicious evening climates 
that God has ever g r an t ed to poor morta ls . I apply 
this, of course, to the bet ter class, for the filth of the 
other is not endurable . T h e y a re v e r y sociable, and 
will permit you to s top at their lat t ice windows and 
gaze on their beautiful faces, w h e t h e r from sheer lazi-

ness, or love of admirat ion, I will not p re tend to decide. 
If you a re a lover of n a t u r e — u n a d o r n e d — y o u can 
g ra t i fy your tas te b y walk ing up to P o r t P a r e d e s a n y 
pleasant evening, and witness the fair ones ba th ing in 
the Rio G r a n d e ; no offense is taken by looking at them 
enjoying their aquat ic amusements . 

In the c h a r g e led by the gal lant M a y w e r e poor 
Inge and Lieu tenan t S a c k e t t ; w h e n M a y g a v e the 
w o r d « Charge !" Sacket t ' s horse, being a little the quick-
est, go t the s tar t . In the midst of the enemy ' s fire 
M a y said to Sacke t t , « S a c k e t t , that 's not f a i r ; you 
took the j ump on me ." L ieu tenan t Sacke t t ' s horse w a s 
almost at that moment shot, and fell wi th him into a 
water -hole ; he fell upon Sacke t t , w h o with g r e a t dif-
ficulty d i sengaged himself, wi th the loss of his sword ; 
ga in ing the bank, he seized a horse f rom a Mex ican 
dragoon, took a sword f rom a Mexican officer, mount-
ed his cha rge r , and joined in the " mêlée." W h e n the 
battle was over he re turned the sword to the officer 
Corpora l Fa r r e l , of the 4th Infan t ry , wi th ten men," 
came up to Lieutenant H a y s , of the 4th, and excla imed, 
" Lieutenant , if w e had an officer to lead us, w e could 
take that piece," r e fe r r ing to one tha t w a s pour ing the 
" l e a d e n messengers of dea th" into our poor fellows. 
" You shall not s ay you had no officer to lead you, cor-
poral : follow me !» w a s the reply of the fearless H a v s -
and a w a y they dashed, s tormed the bat tery, and took it r 
Such, such is the cha rac t e r of the Amer ican officer and 
soldier. It must not be thought the e n e m y did not 
fight. They fought, at first, like devils ! T h e piles of 
wounded along their lines tell how they stood up 
to it. T h e T a m p i c o Regiment , the 6th and 10th In-
fantry , suffered the most. I t is said a battalion of the 
" G a r d a Costa ' s" of Tampico , number ing two hundred 



and fifty, left two hundred dead and wounded upon the 
field. 

T h e r ive r has risen to an immense height, and in 
m a n y places over f lown its banks. It will be qui te fa-
vorab le to our operat ions, provided the r ise does not 
subside before our boats a r r ive . Lieutenant-colonel 
P a y n e is ordered to Wash ing ton , to convey the s tand-
a rd s and o ther t rophies taken f rom the enemy . O u r 
wounded a re gene ra l ly doing v e r y well , except Capta in 
Page , who , it is thought , can not recover . 

E a r l y in J u l y our s team-boats commenced ar r iv ing . 
T h e 7th In fan t ry , under the command of Capta in Miles, 
left for Reynosa , on their w a y to Camargo , on the 6th 
and 7th of Ju ly . T h e s e companies took w a t e r t rans-
portat ion, and the remainder s tar ted to march . T h e y 
w e r e compelled to relinquish the prosecution of it b y 
the back-wate r f rom the r iver , and w e r e forced at las t 
to take w a t e r t ranspor ta t ion . F o r m a n y y e a r s such a 
f reshe t has not been known. It is a migh ty cur ren t . 
T h e Mexicans say the re has been a special interposi-
tion of Divine Providence in our favor, caus ing the r iver 
to rise so tha t w e can t ranspor t our troops and supplies 
to C a m a r g o without a n y trouble. If they rea l ly think 
so, the omen must be a n y thing but favorable to their 
cause. It cer ta inly never w a s intended this lovely 
land, r ich in e v e r y production, wi th a cl imate tha t ex-
ceeds any thing the imagination can conceive of, should 
remain in the hands of an ignorant and degenera te race. 
T h e finger of F a t e points, if not to their eventual ex-
tinction, to the t ime w h e n they will cease to be owners , 
and w h e n the Anglo-Amer ican r ace wi l l , ru le with re-
publican simplicity and justice, a land l i terally " f low-
ing with milk and honey ;" w h o will, by their superior 
mental , if not physical abi l i t ies—by their ene rgy and 
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go-a-head-a-tiveness, which no sufferings or pr ivat ions 
can re ta rd , which shines alike in the f l e n r e j o n s o f 
the N o r t h and under the burning sun of the South, ren-
der available the surpr is ing fertility of the soil, its im-
mense mineral weal th , and populate the count ry with a 
r ace of men w h o will prove the infinite goodness of our 
M a k e r ,n c rea t ing nothing but w h a t is for use and some 
good purpose . 

N o p a r t of T e x a s surpasses in fertility, o r equals in 
salubrity, the Val ley of the Rio Grande . T h e r iver 
courses its w a y f rom the mountains through a var ied 
climate, which will p roduce any thing, from whea t to 
sugar and cotton. No th ing can exceed the rich g r o w t h 
of vines. T h e melon flourishes, and our camp fs dai ly 
supplied with fine water-melons. This region of coun-
t ry is bound to be settled v e r y r ap id ly ; if nothing else 
points it out as a desirable location, the fact of the Rio 
Grande being really a navigable stream is sufficient. 
In point of health, f ew regions can surpass it. T h e r e 
are no causes for disease; t h e r e a re no swamps, which , 

I f of summer , th row out their poisonous mias-
m a ; the banks a re high, and the count ry preserves that 
cha r ac t e r to the Colorado. L e t this boundary be set-
tled, and there will be a tide of emigrat ion to this fa-
vored region r a re ly equaled. I f some of our nor thern 
fa rmers would settle here , they could make one flower-
g a r d e n of the r ive r banks, from its source to its mouth 
Culuvat .on can be carr ied on by whi te labor, I think, 
beyond a doubt. N o summer cl imate can exceed it in 
lovel iness; the ever las t ing breeze deprives the sun of 
much of its heat . S u c h even ings ! Such a m o r n ' 
l o u n g people should come here to make l o v e ; the old 
should emigra te and re juvenate themselves. T o the 
fo rmer I say, the moon shines with such bewitching 
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sweetness , no mat ter how determined they m a y be to 
live and die maids, they will find it impossible to resist 
" the little g o d : " to the lat ter , some of the r o m a n c e of 
their ear ly days will be r enewed , and their f r ames in-
v igora ted by the ocean breeze, which comes eve ry 
even ing laden with coolness and health. 

As the t ransporta t ion arr ives , the genera l will push 
fo rward his forces. T h e cour t for the t r ia l of Capta in 
Thorn ton met on the 10th. T w o of the Catholic cler-
gymen , appointed chaplains to the a r m y , have a j r i ved . 
T h e s e appointments will be product ive of much good. 
T h e Mexicans have been told they would be perse-
cuted " for conscience ' sake ;" tha t jwe would to lera te 
no religion but the P r o t e s t a n t ; and their pr ies ts h a v e 
added all the fuel to the flame they could, to p roduce 
the impression among these poor, ignorant c rea tu res 
that w e a re a set of savage barbar ians . Our acts , both 
civil and mili tary, and n o w religious, will p rove the 
con t ra ry , and will open their eyes to the magni tude of 
the a t tempted decept ion. 

T h e behavior of our a r m y af ter v ic tory is as highly 
honorable as the victories themselves. In tak ing pos-
session of M a t a m o r a s w e have not in ter fered wi th ei-
ther the civil or religious r ights of the inhabitants. 
T h e i r courts of justice a re still held, the most perfect 
respec t is paid to l aw and order , and e v e r y infract ion 
of either is severe ly punished. T h e a r m y , instead of 
enter ing the ci ty as conquerors , e n c a m p quietly in the 
suburbs. Ins tead of taking possession of their houses 
for our men, w e remain under miserable canvas , wh ich 
affords no protect ion from the s torm, and scarcely shade 
to protect the soldier f rom the noonday sun. M a n y 
have no tents, and yet , under these c i rcumstances , 
no building is o c c u p i e d : those taken for store-houses 
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d u c t Z . l a r e r e g U , a r , y r e n t e d - % such con-
duct we have res tored confidence to the p e o p l e t h e cit-
izens mingle f ree ly among us, walk through o u r c a m p 
and fee, sure of protection. Such conducfshould mTke 
our coun t rymen proud of their a r m y 

On the 13th the 5h In fan t ry commenced their move-
ment for Camargo , of which undisputed possession w a s 
taken by Capta in Miles. Immedia te ly on the receip 
of the news of the victories of the 8th and 9th of M a y 
the p r u d e n t conferred upon General T a y l o r a bre/et 
m ^ . g e n e r a l c y , and Congress passed a vote of thanks 
to himself and a rmy . On the 15th of J u l y w e received 
the joyful news that he had been promoted a major -
genera l in the a rmy , and that Colonels T w i g g s and 
K e a r n e y w e r e appointed brigadier^generals. & S o m e 
.me in May General Scot t was informed that he would 

be sent to take command of the a r m y in the field but 
f rom a misunders tanding between himself and the exec-
utive, the author i ty was wi thdrawn , and he was o rde red 
to r ema in at Wash ing ton . This insured the command 
of the for the approaching campaign , to the he ro 
oi r a l o Alto and R e s a c a de la Pa lma . 

Captain Thorn ton delivered his defense on the 15th-
and, a l though the sentence of the court can not be 
known, ye t w e feel he is honorably acqui t ted. By the 
papers received to-day (15th Ju ly) , w e see some sur-
prise expressed at the tardiness of our movements . 
-I he g rumblers had bet ter hold their peace, and first 
inquire if their fault-finding is just. One unacquainted 
with mil i tary details can ha rd ly imagine the number 

o b s t a c ' e s (which can not be ant icipated) which arise 
to prevent our rapid progress . T h e government has 
poured in a v e r y la rge force, without, a t the same time 
sending the necessary t ransportat ion. I m a y have r e ' 



peated this very often, but I can not help it, for it is our 
daily complaint. Transpor ta t ion does not g r o w in this 
country. W h e n any anxiety is expressed, let all re-
flect that the honor of the country is intrusted to a brave 
and persevering general , who has every inducement to 
push forward and win fresh laurels. E v e r y exertion 
is made a t Camargo to hire mules ; and it is hoped, by 
the time the a r m y is concentrated a t that point, all will 
be r e a d y for a fo rward movement . T h e people may 
rest assured they will have a good account of us ; and, 
if means do not fail us, the w a r will be pushed on with 
energy and perseverance. T h e scabbard must now 
be flung away , and the w a r prosecuted with such de-
termined e n e r g y as to br ing the Mexican nation to their 
senses, and teach them there is a point " beyond which 
endurance ceases to be a vir tue." 

Our reports of the movements of the enemy a re of 
the most contradic tory nature. Some say they are 
making every preparat ion to meet us at M o n t e r e y ; 
and others, that there is but a handful of disaffected 
soldiers to resist our approach . In this country of mag-
nificent distances, where our operations must necessa-
ri ly be so far f rom our base, and from which near ly all 
our subsistence must be drawn, if the people are united 
against us, and will make this a patriotic struggle, we 
may find no little difficulty in conquering a peace. W e 
have received news of the n e w appointments of two 
major-generals and six brigadiers for the wa r . Gen-
eral H a m e r has arr ived. 

Of late there have been several disgraceful riots in 
the city, in which some of the volunteers w e r e con-
spicuous, arising from the lax state of discipline in some 
of the regiments. The 1st Br igade commenced its 
movement on the 19th. I t is commanded by General 
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ment of T e x a s Cava l ry , is o rde red to make a detour to 
the south, and join at C a m a r g o ; and n o w (August 5th), 
before leaving Matamoras , and opening upon a n e w 
campaign, I will b r ing up a f ew neglected mat ters , and 
record some reflections which h a v e arisen f rom our first 

campaign on the Rio Grande . 
Poor P a g e has, a f t e r suffering a thousand deaths, 

paid the debt of na ture . H e died on the s teamer Mis-
souri, Ju ly 12th, near Cairo. H e was a w a r m friend, 
an agreeab le companion, a devoted husband and fa-
ther , and a good and faithful officer. H e r ende red 
much valuable service in the removal of the Creek In-
dians. I t was his good for tune to be in the hottest o 
the fight at Palo Al to . It was there he rece ived, a t 
the s ame t ime wi th the gal lant Ringgold , his mortal 
wound . So ld ie r ! would tha t thy spirit had passed 
wi th the rapidi ty of the cannon's flash, to thy M a k e r ! 
W o u l d tha t thy severe sufferings had been spared thee, 
and thou hads t died on the battle-field, in the a rms of 
v ic tory , wi th the shout of t r iumph ringing m thy ea rs . 

Colonel M'Intosh, I am h a p p y to say, has left for the 
Sta tes , and is rap id ly recover ing . As I had an account 
of the m a n n e r in which he w a s wounded f rom his own 
lips, I mus t record it, even at t he risk of being thought 
prosy . W h e n his r eg imen t (5th) deployed in the 
chapa r r a l , he w a s mounted. H e soon found it w a s 
neces sa ry for him to dismount and lead his horse. H e 
w a s in advance , and, to use his o w n words , as near ly as 
I can recollect them, " I w a s making m y w a y as well 
as I could, w h e n I was suddenly beset by six Mexicans 
I was complete ly taken aback , and had not t ime to r e a c h 
m y holsters to ge t my pistols. T h e rascals pinned me 
crossing two bayonets in toy mouth, one of which I 
forced out, but the other the scamp pressed in ; 1 ielt 
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m y teeth go, and the exit of the bayone t at the back of 
m y neck. I fell; they left m e for dead. About thirty-
feet off, a soldier w a s shot. Af ter shooting him, they 
beat his brains out wi th a musket . All this time I w a s 
playing possum, and thinking of the chances of m y es-
cape. T h e y g a v e m e several ominous looks, but I pre-
served the cha rac te r of the animal. T h e y all ret i red 
but one, w h o amused himself rifling the pockets of the 
soldier. I thought m y t ime had come, w h e n he made 
a f e w steps t o w a r d me. Something a la rmed him, and, 
much against his inclination, he r an a w a y . Af te r care-
fully sat isfying myself the coast w a s clear , I ceased 
playing possum, made m y w a y to the troops, and w a s 
led out to the road." I think tha t was r a the r a tight 
place for a man advanced in y e a r s . 

It is a mat te r of no o rd ina ry pleasure for us to reflect 
tha t m a n y , if not the majori ty , of the Volunteer Reg i -
men t s a re commanded by g r a d u a t e s f rom W e s t Point . 
Ohio, Ken tucky , Texas , and other s tates have shown 
tha t sound apprecia t ion and respect for the advan tages 
wh ich must arise to their t roops by being commanded 
b y officers express ly educated for that purpose. T h e y 
m a y rest assured, on the battle-field it will tell. H a v e 
not the ends of this institution been obtained 1 H a s 
not the scientific educat ion there acquired been dis-
seminated throughout the country, and upon the first 
blast of the bugle rendered ava i lab le—tr iumphant ly 
so ? T h e people have set their seal upon i t ; the votes 
of the " bone and s inew" h a v e c lear ly said, " Your edu-
cation has fitted you for command—none others will 
w e h a v e ; w e feel our honor safe in your keeping." 
L e t those scoffers w h o sneer ingly speak of officers who 
have res igned, forever hold their peace . W h e r e a re 
those officers who have resigned ? Are they found 



sneaking f rom se rv ice? Are they unmindful of the 
du ty they o w e to their coun t ry for their educat ion ? 
N o ! w e fearlessly chal lenge the most evil-disposed to 
b r ing charges of w a n t of a lacr i ty in flying to their coun-
t ry ' s rescue, against those whose mil i tary educat ion 
w a s received a t tha t most glorious institution. N o ! 
here they a re in the field, commanding regiments and 
companies , to which t h e y have been e lec ted by the 
people. In the case of Colonel Mitchell , of Ohio, it 
w a s the intention of the people to run Gene ra l H a m e r 
for that office. T h e general ' s excellent sense showing 
h o w much more appropr ia te the appointment of Mitch-
ell would be, t h r e w his influence into the scale, and 
insured his election. H e accepted the major i ty of the 
regiment . H e r e w e see an ins tance of the most con-
spicuous man in Ohio acknowledging the superior i ty of 
the W e s t Poin t g radua te . T h e appreciat ion of the 
government w a s not quite so sensitive ; for M a j o r H a -
mer , upon his a r r iva l in Mexico, received his commis-
sion as br igadier-general . F r o m this w e see the peo-
ple p roper ly apprecia te , w h e n their pecul iar services 
a re required, the g radua te s of the Mi l i ta ry A c a d e m y ; 
and I wish it r eco rded , tha t many , if not the major i ty , 
of the Volunteers called into service by the Mex ican 
w a r , w e r e commanded by graduates from West Point ! 

The army expec ts nothing for itself ; the d a y for the 
appreciat ion of meri t has passed ; the door for political 
favoritism is openéd into tha t service, w h e r e taint 
should never enter . T h e recen t preferments in the 
Rifle Reg imen t have deprived all of any hope of just-
ice, o r chance of promotion, no mat te r how glorious 
the i r deeds. But in all these our disgusts and troubles, 
t he re is an infinite satisfaction and p leasu re for those 
w h o love, and reverence , and hug unto themselves the 

memorials of their boyhood's mil i tary d a y s — w h o s e 
eyes fill with tears , and whose hear ts swell wi th emo-
tion w h e n reflect ing upon the happy, happy moments 
spent at dea r old W e s t Poin t—in the reflection that , spite 
of eve ry effort to keep the talent and learning there fos-
tered, buried, w h e n the count ry demanded their servi-
ces, reg iments w e r e prompt ly brought into the field by 
men whose first mili tary aspirat ions w e r e brea thed on 
the plains o f W e s t Point. 

H o w magnif icently has the H o r s e Art i l lery proved 
its efficiency. Af te r witnessing, its dest ruct ive effects 
on the field of the 8th and 9th of M a y , more par t icu-
lar ly on the former , the most skeptical must be con-
vinced it is an a rm tha t th rows a n y amount of s t rength 
into an a r m y , and actual ly makes up in its dreadful ef-
ficiency for w a n t of numbers . I t needs the foster ing 
ca r e of the gove rnmen t . T h e companies should have 
ex t ra men to supply the place of the killed and wound-
ed. T h e necessi ty for it was fully exemplified in the 
late battles, w h e n officers had to dismount and ac t as 
gunners , under a heavy fire. T h e officer has all he can 
do to direct , without assisting in f o r k i n g his piece. 

R e a d e r , h a v e you any idea of the fighting condition 
of the a r m y on the 8th and 9th of M a y , as r ega rds their 
off icers? In those battles there w a s not a field officer 
who enjoyed his proper command but General Taylor. 
One regiment had all its field officers a b s e n t ; its col-
onel for yea r s laid upon the shel f ; its lieutenant-col-
onel, in the vigor of his life, a t this critical junc ture , 
cut down by d i sease ; its major , a gal lant soldier, but 
broken d o w n in const i tut ion; this reg iment w a s com-
manded by a captain ! Another had its colonel absent , 
its lieutenant-colonel enjoying a br igadier 's command,' 
its major bed-ridden for y e a r s ! Th i s reg iment was 
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commanded by a brevet major. Ano the r regiment , its 
colonel and lieutenant-colonel absent , i ts major enjoy-
ing a brigadier's command: this reg iment w a s com-
manded by a captain, and only one capta in led his com-
pany . A battalion f rom four regiments w a s command-
ed by a captain—by brevet a lieutenant-colonel—not a 
field-officer belonging to either was present. S o m e of 
the officers w e r e gal lant fellows, necessar i ly deprived 
of the chance of g lory by sickness ; but m a n y w e r e ab-
sent, w h o have not for years , and never will do any 
more service. Is it fair , is it just, the juniors should be 
per forming their duty and r eap none of the advantages ? 
Is it just they should re ta in their h igh r ank until dea th 
deprives them of it ? doing no good , but g r ea t ha rm, to 
the service ; keeping young and act ive men back in sub-
o r d i n a t e g r a d e s until a g e c r a w l s upon them, and m a k e s 
them l ikewise ineff ic ient ; so tha t , w h e n promotion 
comes, they a re good for nothing but to c a r r y out and 
fasten upon the a r m y the old system of broken-down 

and inefficient officers ? 
T a k e ano the r v i ew of the injustice of the case. In 

a fierce and bloody batt le, w h e r e a r e those officers 
whose physique has left t h e m ? S o m e wast ing their 
t ime a t t he Spr ings , in the hope of resusci tat ing consti-
tutions a l ready b roken down by hard and honorable 
s e r v i c e ; others bed-ridden, hav ing g iven up all hopes 
of d r a w i n g tha t sword which, in the vigor of their 
manhood, they wielded wi th a s t rong a r m and stout 
hear t in the service of the i r count ry . W h e r e a re the 
juniors? Coolly and undauntedly s tanding a cannon-
ade, o r s torming a ba t t e ry vomit ing for th dea th at 
e v e r y flash. W h a t gain they by i t ? G l o r y ! All 
well e n o u g h ; but they can not live upon glory. D o 
they ga in promot ion? N o ! T h e y hazard their lives, 

while those w h o enjoy the rank a re absent . T h e y pass 
through a hopeless s t ruggle, one that holds out no in-
ducement ; one that , if the deadly ba t t e ry is silenced, 
the guns spiked, the officer per forming the gal lant deed 
can exclaim, " Well, I am safe, but a lieutenant stilL" 
Aretired list has become essential ly necessa ry for the 
well-being and efficiency of the service. T h e neces-
sity for it is a c ry ing ev i l ; w e mus t h a v e it sooner o r 
la ter , or the a r m y will degenera te into ut ter wor thless-
ness b y the weight of a mill-stone of old, worn-out , and 
inefficient officers. Th i s is not wr i t t en to wound the 
feel ings, o r de t rac t f rom the past services or meri ts of 
officers w h o have " done the s ta te some service ." It is 
a solemn fact, and it can not be denied. N o offense 
should be taken at it. E v e r y thing, be it an imate or 
inanimate, has its g r o w t h , perfect ion, and decay . You 
might as well keep the old tree, almost fall ing from age , 
wh ich is dest roying e v e r y thing in i ts vicinity by the 
w o r m s and ca terpi l lars it a t t r ac t s and impar t s to oth-
ers, s imply because it shades the play-grounds of our 
childhood, and at its foot w e learned lessons of w i s d o m : 
no, the good g a r d e n e r removes the t r e e ; not, however , 
wi thout feelings of r egre t , and in its place plants the 
young and vigorous sapling, which , in its time, a r r ives 
at matur i ty , and then decays and is rep laced by others . 
But the government , in removing, must provide for 
them, so that they may live wi thout w a n t to a green and 
happy old age, " fighting their battles o 'er ," and feeling 
proud of the deeds of the youngsters . 

Whi le such have been the opera t ions on land, the 
squadron under Commodore Conner w a s engaged in 
the thankless task of blockading the Gulf ports . P r e -
vious to the 8th of M a y , the commodore , feeling there 
w a s a cer ta in ty of a conflict on land, sailed with his 
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whole squadron for the Brasos, to offer all the assist-
ance in his p o w e r to Genera l T a y l o r . A command of 
five hundred mar ines and sailors w e r e landed on the 
8th, under the command of Captain Gregory , to assist 
in the defense of the fort in case of a t tack. Ano the r 
command of five hundred mar ines and sailors, under 
Captain Aulick, proceeded up the Rio G r a n d e to act in 
concer t wi th the expedit ion of Colonel Wilson against 
Bur i ta . An unsuccessful a t tack w a s made upon the 
small t o w n of A l v a r a d o on the 8th of August . Shots 
w e r e exchanged , result ing in no injury on ei ther side. 
T o the g rea t astonishment of a major i ty of officers, the 
a t tempt was abandoned ; the reason assigned, the diffi-
cul ty in crossing the bar , and an approach ing s torm. 

C H A P T E R X I I . 

A U G U S T 5th. Colonel Gar land ' s command of four 
companies of Infan t ry , and Bragg ' s ba t t e ry , took up 
their line of march for Camargo . Noth ing could ex-
ceed the miserable condition of the r o a d s : the ra in of 
the previous days had made them ankle-deep in mud . 
T h e whole population of the district th rough which W3 
marched tu rned out to see u s ; I must confess w e 
presented but a sor ry appea rance , even if the fife and 
d r u m did keep up, wi th a perfect vim, t he good old 
tune of " T h e girl I left behind me." O w i n g to the 
flooded condition of the count ry , w e w e r e forced to 
m a k e a " de tour" of some th i r ty miles ; and , instead of 
taking our p rope r course, which w a s nea r ly wes t , w e 
s t a r t ed southeast . T h e flat land upon wh ich Ma tamo-
ra s is si tuated w a s complete ly inundated, mak ing the 
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m a r c h fa t iguing for men and animals. Af te r march-
ing four miles through thick chapar ra l , w e ascended 
another table o r shelf of land which was somewhat less 
humid. Passed a f ew indifferently-cultivated ranchos ; 
the soil was v e r y r ich, and the g r o w t h of mesquite 
abundant . A b o u r seven miles from the city, entered a 
beautiful oblong p ra i r i e ; in the center was an extens-
ive slash, filled with eve ry species of p love r ; a la rge 
herd of horses dashing through the w a t e r g a v e anima-
tion to the scene. E n c a m p e d , af ter a march of twe lve 
miles, on the borders of a p re t ty pond ; the graz ing was 
capital , and the men refreshed themselves by bathing. 

Augus t 6th. Marched at d a y b r e a k ; the roads, if 
possible, w e r e heavier than ever, and a drenching 
shower previous to march ing did not improve them. 
T h e road for the first six miles continued through a 
thick g r o w t h of mesquite. Some Mexicans w e oppor-
tunely met informed us that our guide, instead of turn-
ing off a t the proper road , was taking us toward Linares , 
the headquar te rs of the Mexican a rmy . Our small 
force would have cut a figure at such an introduction ! 
W h e t h e r the rascal did it intentionally, I could not un-
ders tand ; but if his face w a s an index of his intentions, 
it marked him villain. W e know w e a re r ight now, 
for w e a re following the t racks of Captain Duncan's ' 
bat tery, w h o preceded us some two weeks . Af te r 
leaving the Linares road , our course was nea r ly west, 
the count ry becoming higher , and opening into a beau-
tiful prairie, picturesquely dotted with the mesquite, and 
a beautiful shrub of the acac ia species. In the midst 
of the prair ie , w e met a Mexican with a cart-load of 
melons for the Ma tamoras m a r k e t ; he sold them in a 
minute, much to his del ight and our refreshment . 

Stopped « t o noon" at a pond, near which was a mis-
V O L . I . — M 
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erable " j a c a l . " T w o remarkab ly fine-looking Mexi-
can women and a girl of eighteen gave us something 
to look a t : the eldest was on her knees at the metat-
stone, g r ind ing corn, making it up into cakes, and bak-
ing tortillas upon a plate of sheet-iron. Tortillas a r e 
the universal food of the Mexicans . T h e process of 
making it is simple e n o u g h : the corn is soaked until 
the hull comes off, r ender ing it so soft tha t it is easily 
ground on the metat-Stone with a stone roller. T h e 
meta t is a species of hurr-stone. T h e corn, as fast as 
ground, is m a d e up into thin cakes, and immediately 
baked, making a very palatable b read ;. combined with 
milk, they a re delicious. In this miserable building 
w e r e relics of bet ter days , in the shape of a glass can-
dle-shade, and a plaster figure, a little boy, pencil in 
hand, wr i t ing on a tablet. 

Our m a r c h f rom our noon hal t to the c a m p for the 
night was a decided improvement . T h e g round w a s 
much drier , and , wi th the exception of a belt of chap-
ar ra l , passing through which the hea t was intense, 
th rough a beautiful prair ie , in which w e der ived some 
comfor t from a delightful breeze. W e encamped at 
M a g u e l l a ; one would think, f rom the name , it was a 
town, but it is the custom of the count ry to give names 
to simple ranchos, and genera l ly to those which a r e 
used as camping places, f rom the fact of their hav ing 
wa te r . T h e propr ie tor of this lived at M a t a m o r a s : he 
owns, in one body, four leagues of land, and has qui te 
a n u m b e r of " peones" to cult ivate i t ; some of the lat-
ter w e r e beautiful girls. This " peone" sys tem is fully 
equal to our s l a v e r y ; w o r k for the sake of redempt ion 
is sinfully held out to the former , and never thought of 
by the la t ter . T h e men suffered for the wan t of w a -
te r : m a r c h e d eighteen miles. 
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Augus t 7th. Our course has been wes t nea r ly all 
day . Passed over one beautiful prairie, the rest oi the 
inarch being through open, and , a t times, densely thick 
chapar ra l . T h e heat w a s intense, and the men suffer-
ed very much. I am f ree to confess, had not my pride 
come to my rescue, I should have given out. T h e 
g rea te s t cause of suffering w a s w a n t of w a t e r . N o 
men in the world dr ink more w a t e r than soldiers, and 
you can not convince them a swal low is as ref reshing 
as a good long drink ; in their improvidence, they soon 
exhaus t their canteens, and then commences their suf-
fering. T o those w h o have never felt the w a n t of w a -
ter in march ing in an excessive hot day , God g r a n t they 
m a y never exper ience i t ; to those w h o have, no de-
scription is n e c e s s a r y ; they can duly apprec ia te it. 
Our guide w a s Very ignorant of the route, and deceived 
us. A n y one w h o is told it is only one l eague to w a -
ter , and has to march three, c an well imagine how ex-
asperated w e w e r e against him. T h e men actual ly 
dropped down f rom th i r s t ; the g round w a s so hot that 
it burned your feet, and the dense chapar ra l prevented 
our feeling the influence of the sea-breeze. 

W e marched e ighteen miles, and encamped at a 
r anch called Caye tana . Shor t ly af ter w e a r r ived , a 
number of pack-mules came in, laden w i t h fruit f rom 
Saltillo. It w a s packed in c ra tes , and intended for the 
M a t a m o r a s marke t . T h e r e w e r e apples , pears , pome-
granates , quinces, and g r a p e s ; the la t ter w e r e v e r y 
good, the rest miserable. Being picked green , and 
exposed for eleven days to the intense heat of the sun, 
they had lost all their flavor. T h e men bought them 
in g rea t quantities, and at exorbi tant prices. I had a 
long conversat ion wi th the head man of the t r a i n ; he 
appeared quite intelligent, and very f rank, answer ing 

T H E W A R W I T H M E X I C O . 

prompt ly all m y questions. Being di rect from Monte-
r e y he had to a n s w e r not a few r ega rd ing the defenses 
oi the city, troops, & c . H e says there a re two thou-
sand men a t 'Monte rey , under General Mejia, and none 
at Saltillo or San Luis Po tos i ; tha t they a re dai ly look-
ing lor our arrival via Camargo , and that there will be 
no fight. 

T h e w a t e r at this c a m p is miserable—nothing more 
nor less than a hog-wal low. W a t e r , no doubt , of the 
bes t kind could be obtained by d i g g i n g ; but these mis-
erable c rea tu res a r e too lazy for that. I t is a g r e a t 
d r a w b a c k to a n y th ing hke comfort . T h e inhabitants 
ot the ranchos a re par t icular in their inquiries whether 
the t roops a re regulars or volunteers . Some of the 
disgraceful rows , proceeding from a f ew d i s o r g a n i z e s 
a m o n g the lat ter , h a v e been " b r u i t e d " far and wide 
establishing for that a rm a reputat ion cer ta inly not to be' 
envied. T h e inhabitants of this r anch say the Mexican 
a r m y m their re t reat , took e v e r y thing they could lay 
their hands upon, without paying for it. H o w different is 
our course of conduct . H e r e w e are , invading an en-
emy s coun t ry as conquerors , and yet levy not one cen t ; 
buy eve ry t h i n g ; not only buy, but p a y the most e*-
orbitant prices. I sometimes doubt the good effects of 
such liberality. Will it not be their interest to con-
tinue, a w a r which depr ives them of nothing, but adds 
to their purses. H o w e v e r , w e will a l w a y s have the 
gra t i fy ing consolation of knowing we have brought no 
distress upon the poor. T h e count ry through which 
w e have passed abounds in the wild pepper 

August 8th. Off a t daybreak ; for the first half mile 
marched through an avenue seventy-five yards broad 
cut out of the dense chapar ra l by order of the gove rn -
ment . It was left for some reason in an unfinished 



s ta te . Debouch ing f rom the chapar ra l , w e ascended 
much higher g round , and, changing our course to the 
nor thwes t , entered upon a beautiful rolling prair ie . 
Thunder - s to rms passed all round us, cooling the air, 
mak ing it the most pleasant m a r c h w e have had. Vas t 
number s of, to me, s t r ange flowers presented them-
selves, and the flowering acac ia scented the air wi th 
its vanilla p e r f u m e : the flower is whi te and globular . 

S topped " t o noon" at a r anch , w h e r e I s a w the 
g rea tes t number of fat , u g l y gir ls sitting on the bed, 
tailor fashion, sewing, that I h a v e eve r seen in Mex-
ico. One old w o m a n was spinning y a r n wi th a hand-
spindle. N o wonder they c h a r g e such exorbi tan t pri-
ces, if all tha t labor is bestowed upon spinning the wool. 
W h a t would our Yankees , wi th all their machinery , 
think of this primitive manner of p r epa r ing the r a w 
mater ia l . T h e ya rd w a s hung with pieces of r a w -
hide, s t re tched f rom posts, hung w i t h je rked beef, of 
wh ich w e all took good ca re to lay in a plentiful sup-
ply. E n c a m p e d six miles beyond the rancho . 

Augus t 9th. S t a r t ed a t dayb reak , in tending to m a r c h 
four miles to Haca le tas , and res t for the d a y ; but on 
our ar r iva l the commanding officer changed his mind. 
A f t e r a shor t stop w e again star ted, having the pleas-
an t reflection tha t not a drop of w a t e r could be obtain-
ed for seventeen miles. W e turned off due nor th f rom 
the C a m a r g o road, to str ike the R i o G r a n d e at R e y -
nosa. T h e face of the coun t ry almost immediate ly 
changed, the soil more loamy, and in many places quite 
sandy, the chapar ra l quite dense, and the ground roll-
ing g radua l ly at first, and increas ing as w e advanced . 
W e soon s t ruck an extensive district of l imestone rock, 
and, emerg ing f rom a mesquite thicket, w e descended 
quite a hill, thence into a la rge va l l ey ; passing t h rough 

it, w e ascended on the other side, and within seven 
miles of Reynosa w e passed over a succession of hills 
and val leys as far as the eye could r e a c h ; hills w e r e 
over topped by others, until they united in the crest of 
a mountain . T h e hills w e r e of l imestone formation, 
and r an in r idges t o w a r d the r iver . I w a s p robably 
more s t ruck with the beauty and g randeur of the scen-
e r y f rom the fact of hav ing been separa ted so long 
f rom any thing like a mountain or valley, a m o n g which 
m y boyhood's ear ly days w e r e spent. T h e men suf-
fered excessively, the heat w a s intense, and their thirst 
w a s only increased by their knowledge of the fact t ha t 
no w a t e r could be obtained. A leagQe off w e s a w the 
be l f ry of the Cathedra l . It w a s to us like a sail to a 
shipwrecked m a r i n e r ; it inspired hope, m a d e those 
w h o w e r e cheerfu l still happier , and b raced up the 
w e a r y . 

W e encamped above the town, on the banks of the 
r iver , a t half pas t 3 P.M. , having marched twenty-one 
miles. Di rec t ly af ter sunset I strolled up to the town. 
It is beautifully si tuated on a high bluff, which runs al-
most to the r iver . S o m e r ich bottom-land intervenes , 
t he cultivation of which added to the a t t rac t ions of the 
place. T h e P laza is on the summit of the r idge. T h e 
town boasts of a Cathedral , wi th two discordant bells, 
which , just as I entered the square, w e r e tolled for ves-
pers. At the first sound, all heads w e r e uncovered in 
mu te and silent adorat ion of tha t Being to w h o m w e 
o w e our existence. T h e r e w a s something in the act 
wh ich a t the t ime s t ruck me with awe . A t tha t mo-
ment , in different par ts of the wor ld , millions of God's 
c rea tu res w e r e per forming the same ac t of adorat ion. 
All the buildings of any pretension presented a dilap-
ida ted or unfinished appearance . M a n y have been 



commenced on a g r and scale and suddenly stopped 
looking as if the proprietors had suddenly changed 

h - mind, failed, or d i e d ; and ye t this ve ry ddapida-
tion adds to, and t h rows around them an interest of 
w h l h they would otherwise be dispossessed. Beyond 
The Plaza most of the buildings a re the common < jac-
al » T h o s e of any pretensions a re built of l imes tone ; 

P
v i g or , wh ich now only remain as inonument of the.r 

imbecility and w a n t of enterprise. I t is ver clean 
thev can not help themselves in this respec t if they 

their appearance . It is quite ancient, and contains 
a b o u t t w o thousand inhab. tants . I t was named after 
General Reynosa , an officer in the O b -
tain S w a r t w o u t , w i t h his company of the 2d Art i l lery, 

August 1 10th . a C ^To-day has been one of the most 
scorching hot days I have ever felt. T h e colonel de-

o to s tar t until the af ternoon, to m a r c h nine 
mUes and encamp. Our course w a s due wes t - the 
Toad Vor the first three miles was through the r iver bot-
• Z \ was of course, not uninterest ing ; . then it be-
t o m , a n d w a s , o t c , m o r e so, until w e 

T ' ^ h i I s S F r o m t e y t op of one w e had a beautiful 
r ^ t y n ^ o u t six miles off, whose whi te ^ 
w e r e displaced to g rea t advan tage . F r o m this point 

w e continued to ascend, having p re t ty and extensive 
views to the r ight and left. T h e hills w e r e composed 
chiefly of limestone, covered with a dense g r o w t h of 
chapar ra l , the soil being of little value. T h e road was 
excellent. In the descent w e crossed over beds of 
g rave l , the peculiar color of which g a v e evidence of 
the presence of iron. 

T h e c rown ing fea ture of to-day 's m a r c h w a s the 
magnif icent v i ew which broke upon us f rom the sum-
mit and dur ing the d e s c e n t ; I think it one of the most 
picturesque, slightly touched with the g rand , I have 
eve r seen. T h e Va l l ey of the Rio Grande s t re tched 
before us for several mi les ; one intricate web of hills 
and val leys fenced it in, and in the dis tance a line of 
mountains placed a bar r ie r to the eye . Immedia te ly 
beneath us slept, in all its luxuriant quietness and re-
pose, the r iver , which , seen in stretches, had the ap-
pea rance of so m a n y lakes imbedded in g reen foliage. 
T h e smoke f rom several ranchos curled gent ly and la-
zily upward , giving evidence of the presence of civ-
ilization ; and a s team-boat—a high-pressure steam-boat 
— t r u e emblem of an Amer ican , lay moored at the bank, 
dis turbing na ture ' s r ich and solemn silence b y lazily 
working off its surplus s team. Add to this the long 
line of covered wagons—the troops, upon whose bay-
onets the sunbeams glistened, march ing on their wind-
ing way , and you have a picture r a re ly surpassed. As 
w e descended the hill-side, the limbs of the chapar ra l 
w e r e so thickly covered with snails that a t first they 
looked like white f l ower s : it is a common sight to see 
the little animals in such numbers . 

W e encamped at the foot of the hill, in the vicinity 
of quite a number of ranchos. In one, two families 
resided, having be tween them seventeen children, the 



eldest of whom was not over eleven. T h e mother of 
eight did not look over twenty-five. In a neighboring 
inclosure the goats we re equally numerous . As w e 
left Reynosa w e passed the burial-ground, " El Campo 
Santo." I t is surrounded by a wall made of small 
pieces of l imestone; in the center a re three cubes of 
stone, each smaller than the other, and on the top of 
them a c ross ; at its base are a r ranged several skulls. 
T h e y continue burying in the same place, and must, of 
course, disinter some for the benefit of others. 

August 11th. Star ted at daybreak, but, owing to 
the difficulty of passing a slough, did not get under w a y 
until the sun had risen, which made the march oppress-
ively hot. Our course continued west, through the 
r iver bottom, where the thick undergrowth forbade the 
access of air . T h e soil was general ly of the richest 
character . Passed several respectable ranchos, and 
had more wate r than on any other day's march. Nine 
miles oil", passed Reynosa Vijio—old Reynosa. It is a 
collection of indifferent " jacals ." W e stopped to rest 
for a few moments. T h e moment w e halt, milk and 
tortillas a re offered for sale. T h r e e miles further on, 
passed a running s tream ; it was enough to drive one 
into an ex t ravagance of joy. T h e r e was nothing but 
the running at all taking ; for it was muddy, warm, and 
coursed its w a y through uninteresting lowlands. 

August 12th. T h e colonel very sensibly decided to 
alter his time of marching. Troops can not march in 
this country dur ing the heat of d a y ; the march should 
be made between 12 at night and 10 in the morning. 
Reveille was ordered at 12, and the line of march was 
taken up at 1 A .M. It was a bright, moonlight night. 
T h e t r amp of the column, and the dull, heavy rolling of 
the arti l lery, disturbed the romantic stillness of the 

hour The mesquite-trees have increased in size and 
the deceptive light of the moon would have cTus'ed f 

Z T / T u 1 1 1 " Wf- through « 
m t i t i e r t ' T 1 0 k e e P a w a k e real ly pain-
• L v e V r , n g n , f v n t o t h e d a y " c a u s e s to rebel ye t i t w a s much better than to cause it to be 

Z T ) a S S e d a g r e a t m a n ^ by the road 
d e ; also two conical stone structures, in shape like a 

h f h a I ' u h T ^ l feet h Ì g h a n d t h r e e feeUhrough 
the base, all of which marked the spot where murders 
had been committed. Marched twelve miles by 9 A M 
bringing the men in, comparat ively fresh. For he' 
amusement of some of the officers, I gave them a 2 

Scr,pt ion of my trip to N e w Orleans J t Jun and as t" 
was the cause of my meeting ra ther an orig nal cha 
a c t e r a n d h j n g n o s m a | 1 a m o u Q t Q f . - I char 
selfish enough to deprive my readers of the full benefit of 

" T H E G E O R G I A D O C T O R » 

During a t r ip to the good city of N e w Orleans on 
the s teamer Fashion, it was my good fortune to X 
eye-witness of the most infinite 

Z Z L Ìor°oUf l d-b e d O C t ° ; W G e ° ^ i a ' ^ ' r 
I ; f e l o t o f a Q y « human." H e was an „„ 
doubted specimen of the p i „ e y wood g e n u s - a tall" 
hght ha ed, b l d > f a i r . c o m p ] e x i o a f d « ^ 

near t t Ì T ? T ° f t h e — « 
near Buncombe, and e v i d e n t l y ^ been favored with 
the least imag.nable intercourse with the world. W h e r e 
he graduated , or from whom he obtained his diploma 
xs no part of my ken. H e gloried in the title o f 1 2 1 ' 
and it was this title, and the benefits arising from fae 
practice of the profession, which induced htm to ven 
ture forth into the world, and, as he said, to « take a l o o t 
at Texas, and see what was to be done in the medicine 



line in that count ry ." H e had « heard tell i t w a s some 
for making money or doctoring, and he had no objec-
tion to t ry his hand." It appears tha t , a f ter a r r iv ing in 
the land of promise, and looking around h.m, he .decid-
ed upon settl ing upon some point on the Brasos . 

» Wel l , doctor , how did you like the coun t ry? did 
the pract ice mee t your expectat ion ?" 

" A s for the c o u n t r y , s t ranger , tha t ' s all well e n o u g h ; 
the soil is rich, and raises amazing fine c r o p s ; but w h e n 
you speak of heal th , thar you have m e ! I had, sure 
enough, de termined to settle and pract ice , and send for 
the wi fe and ch i ld ren ; but w h e n summer- t ime came , 1 
s a w enough." . < 

« Wel l , doctor , w h a t did you see ? you did not see 

the e l ephan t?" ' , . . . 
« N o t edzactly the e lephant , but something w-hich 

might be called awful ly close to it. I tell you, when I 
came to prac t ice round among the neighbors , and see 
their yal ler , sunken faces, I concluded it did not t ake 
long for their blood to turn to bile; and thinks I to my-
self, t ha t would be too much r isky prac t ice to suit m y 
t a s t e ; and so I decided to pack up and put back for 
Georgia , high up, w h e r e w e have hills, and some of the 
purest whi te sand-water tha t ever w a s d rank . Jus t 
as I w a s about s tar t ing, this cursed w a r broke out, and 
nothing would do but I must go surgeon to one of the 
regiments . It w a s agin the grain, any how, for J . h a v e 
no par t icu lar t as te for this army fighting. W h e n it 
comes to the regular native knock down, d r a g out, and 
gouge, I 'm ' some punkins but the case is p re t ty con-
s iderably a l tered when you a re placed just so tha t the 
v e r y next moment a - a cannon ball m a y come along, 
a whizzing and tear ing, and knock your head into a 
mummux, and s c a t t e r the well-stored larnin of years , m 

a moment , to d — d smash ! Go it I did ; but I 'd m a d e 
up my mind tha t Point Isabel should be the termina-
tion of m y campaign . Upon m y a r r iva l thar , before 
the regimertt moved, I made out 4 to come it over the 
colonel, ' and g o t m y discharge, and you now see me 
on the Fashion', t ravel ing s t ra ight home to the mount-
ains of Georgia , with little chance of eve r leaving them 
again ." 

This w a s a shor t sketch he g a v e me of his history on 
the first evening. Lit t le did the poor fellow know w h a t 
was in s tore for him the nex t day . In the morning, 
whi le at the breakfast- table , wi th evident a larm upon 
his face, he sang out, 

" Wel l , captain, have you heard wha t ' s happened ? 
T h e captain of this c ra f t has lost his w a y — h a s run 
eighty miles back in the n ight—don ' t know where he 
is—the boat 's a leaking, and w e a re in a devil of a fix!" 

I looked around the table, and s a w a smile upon ev-
e r y face. I instantly s a w there was a joke on foot, and 
determined, pour passer le temps, to lend m y hand in 
amusing (" God save the mark ," if you call t ha t amuse-
ment ) the gent leman. 

" W h a t ! captain lost his w a y ! ran b a c k w a r d ! boat 
leaking ! m y God 1 you don ' t say so !" 

" N o mistake, captain (this said with the g rea tes t en-
thusiasm) ; it's all t rue ; and, besides, they say the cap-
tain is a d — d rascal , and would give us up to pira tes 
r a t h e r than n o t ; as for the boat 's leaking, I s a w it my-
self (the engineer had been bribed to t h r o w w a t e r f rom 
the engine into the hold), and it comes in the all-fire-
dest s t r eam—oh 1 that I was back home, a hugg ing m y 
wife and ch i ld ren!" 

As the day wore on, he became perfect ly n e r v o u s ; 
every one added their quota to plague him. T h e re-

V o l . I . — N 



por t was circulated « t h e captain w a s a p i ra te , and he 
intended to take us into some Mexican por t . l h i s 
only increased the trepidation of the Son of Esculapi-
us, and m a d e him feel much more hke hugg .ng s 
wife." A formal protes t w a s d r a w n up by one of the 
m s s e n g e r s , wh ich w e m a d e the doctor head, enumer-
a t ing our g r ievances , and calling upon the capta in ' o 
run for Galveston, under penal ty of his life. T h e cap 
tain was let into the s e c r e t ; w e put the protest in the 
doctor ' s hands, and all followed up to see i ts .del ivery. 
T h e captain w a s on deck, took it, and read it. W e 
had previous ly cautioned him tha t it would g ive g r e a 
offense ; tha t the capta in would r i p and t ^ r ^ u t 
tha t he must stick to him like a good-fellow. T h e cap-
tain read it, put himself into a t ower ing passion, pock-
eted the protest , and swore he'd put us m irons 

" No, you'll not, captain," w e e x c l a i m e d ; ' i f you 11 
behave yourself and t ake us to port , w e 11 let you 
alone ; but if you don't , we'l l t ake t h e vessel 

» T h a t ' s the w a y to talk it, boys !" c r i e d t h e doctor 
« I ' m the boy to hold him and g ive him h—11, while you 
take possession of the vesse l ! Oh, that I w a s back 

P — ' t h a t , as w e outnumbered him, 
he would have to obey, but t ha t he would keep the 
document , and, w h e n w e arr ived at port , have us tried 

for mutiny on the high seas. 
W i t h the assurance he would run us into port , our 

victim w a s slightly quieted f o r t h a t d a y ; not, h o w e v e r 
sufficiently so to insure sleep. H e was « p and d o w ^ 
all night, examining the leak, and repea ted ly did I hear 
the exclamation come from his innermost soul Oh 
that I was at home, hugging my wife!" H e looked p e 

fectly h a g g a r d the next morn ing for w a n t of r e s t , his 

eyes w e r e actual ly popping out of his head, and when 
he came to the table he looked more like a man iac than 
a sane being. By this t ime the joke had r eached the 
hands of the boat. 

" Wel l , doctor , how does the leak ge t on ?" 
" Leak , sir ! m y God ! the boat is rotten; the niggers 

told m e they put their feet through it last n igh t ! Oh, 
gents , if I was only home, hugging m y wife !" and a w a y 
he bolted f rom t h e table to re-examine the leak, t he bare 
reflection depr iv ing him of his appeti te. 

T h e next morn ing the sca re still continued, and the 
number of saws a t w o r k increased. H e w a s so nerv-
ous, I became a l a rmed about h im; with hat off, his long 
yel low ha i r s t reaming, and eyes expressive of ut ter ter-
ror , he w a s seen rushing in e v e r y direction, wi th despair 
imprinted on his face. Sympathiz ing fr iends he found 
in number s ; e v e r y one to whom he wen t was-wi l l ing 
to g ive him all the comfor t they could ; invariably end-
ing their advice by expressing their fears for their o w n 
situation, and asking his advice in the premises. Poor 
doctor ! when thoughts of self for one moment left his 
mind, imagination flew to that wife and those chi ldren ; 
e v e r y inward p raye r for their happiness w a s outwardly 
ended by the oft-repeated ejaculation of, " Oh, that I 
w a s home, hugging m y wife !" It w a s the burden of his 
s tory . 

Shor t ly af ter b reakfas t a schooner w a s seen making 
for us; " a long, low, black, rakish-looking craf t . " S u c h 
a chance w a s not to be los t ; the c ry of " p i ra te ! p i ra te !" 
wen t f rom stem to stern. Out rushed the d o c t o r : 
" W h e r e ! w h e r e !" Our w o r t h y captain, w h o had 
fully entered into the sport, pointed it out, and re-
marked , " H e was afraid he would a t tempt to take us, 
but that he would fight to the last, and requested all 
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hands to a r m themse lves ; " and then, calling to the 
mate said, 

" M r . R ichards , load the swivel , sir ! p repare for ac-
tion ! A suspicious-looking craf t 

T h e doctor g a v e one look at the preparat ions for 
loading a swivel , about a feet long ; and then, when, by 
the expression of his countenance, w e s a w that the joke 
took, w e all rushed aft, c rying, " T o arms." T h e Lou-
isiana delegat ion w e r e on board, re turn ing f rom their 
compl imentary visit to Genera l Tay lo r , and had brought 
with them some of the lances, escopets, and sabers tak-
en f rom the enemy on the 8th and 9th of M a y . E a c h 
one supplied himself wi th some kind of weapon ; a sa-
ber w a s offered to the doctor , but, t rue to his education, 
he scorned the proffered arm, and swore he would 
" take the nat ive bowie." T h u s a rmed and equipped, 
f o r w a r d w e all rushed. 

By this t ime the schooner w a s near ly a b r e a s t ; ex-
ci tement was in eve ry coun tenance—an expression of 
firm determinat ion of fight to the last. T h e doctor had 
evident ly worked himself up to the boiling point, when , 
as the vessel c a m e abreast , with stentorian voice, the 
captain cried, 

" P o r t he lm ! fire !" 
"Bang" w e n t the swivel , loaded to the muzzle. 

Jus t a t that momen t the doctor 's hear t failed him, and 
his thoughts flew back to home and all its endea rmen t s ; 
for clear above the swivel 's roar , wi th a falsetto screecho 
accent , w e heard , " Oh, that I was home, hugg ing my 
wife !" H e w a s over joyed w h e n he found one shot 
had driven off the " d—d p i r a t e ; " and made the cap-
tain quite a compl imentary speech about the excellent 
managemen t of his boat, his coolness and dar ing, and 
said " he'd have it put in the papers . " 

About this time some of the gent lemen tried to make 
him believe he had been fooled ; that , of course, he 
would not listen to : he w a s one of your obst inately 
credulous men. By questioning a good-natured pilot, 
he discovered, if w e were lost, that w e w e r e now r ight , 
and that w e would make the Balize nex t morning. 
T h e capta in n o w thought it his turn for a " s a w . " 
S a w ye eve r one so sawed ? 

" Look here, m y young man, I 'm migh ty good hear t -
e d — h a v e a heap of the milk of human kindness, and 
am inclined to think well of your wife and children ; but 
all this can' t have a n y effect upon me. I have the rep-
utation of the " Fash ion" to sustain. You h a v e a t tempt-
ed to excite a mutiny on board m y boat ; said you would 
hold me and " g i v e me h—11," whi le the o thers took 
possession ; I 've got your s ignature as r ingleader , and 
w h e n I ge t in port I'll have you tried for mutiny, and 
you may count upon a comfor table birth in the peni-
tent iary ." 

If a thunder-bol t had s t ruck the poor fellow he could 
not have been more a l a rmed ; he even forgot wife and 
children, and commenced begging for m e r c y ; declar-
ing he was only " in fun"—tha t the boys knew it. T h e 
capta in remained inexorable, and fully de termined upon 
trial. T h e doctor had a likely neg ro boy with him ; 
he was v e r y anxious to know w h a t the capta in would 
take to let him off—offered his boy to a n y one w h o 
would under take to defend him ; but finding there w a s 
no hope, ret i red to his s ta te - room—not " to sleep," nor , 
" perchance , to d r e a m " — b u t to exclaim, " Oh, that I 
w a s home, hugg ing m y wife !" Jus t before he re t i red 
it was suggested tha t w e w e r e aga in lost, mere ly to 
give him an additional incent ive to sleep. 

T h e next morning, as w e shoaled wa te r , it changed 



c o l o r ; as soon as he s a w it, he wished to know the 
reason. One of the passengers exclaimed, 

" N o w I know the capta in to be a r a s c a l ! Gentle-
men, he is taking us to H a v a n a ! " 

" T o H a v a n a ! how do you know that ?" 
" K n o w i t ! don ' t I know it by the color of the water ? 

and is not this v e r y color a certain sign the yellow fever 
is rag ing , and a re not the chances ten to one w e die of 
i t ? " 

H e r e w a s more mat te r for the poor fellow's imagina-
tion. H e began again to talk of taking the vessel, but 
w a s soon rel ieved from all anxiety by crossing the bar 
and ge t t ing into the " F a t h e r of W a t e r s . " T h e only 
thing now w a s to avoid prosecution for mut iny. M a n y 
earnes t conversa t ions about it did he h a v e wi th us all, 
and many deputat ions wai ted upon the captain to set-
tle it, but wi th no success . In fu r the rance of our sport 
wi th the unsophist icated Georgian, the beare r of the 
o rde r for the Fashion to g o to Mobile w a s the deputy-
sheriff of N e w Orleans. W e r e ever saws so lucky ? 
T h e moment he a r r ived , it w a s whispered about the 
" sheriff w a s on board . " T h e poor doctor w a s aghas t . 
T h e sheriff w a s let into the secret , and he, being as big 
a devil as a n y of us, en te red into the joke with all his 
hear t . A deputat ion wa i t ed upon the sheriff to see if 
he could not accommoda te this m a t t e r ; he, wi th one 
or t w o others, shut themselves up with the doctor in a 
s ta te-room, and kept the poor fellow in a state of sus-
pense for nea r ly an hour. Repea ted ejaculations w e r e 
heard issuing f rom tha t room, " not loud, but deep," of 
" Oh, tha t I w a s home, hugg ing m y wife !" It was at 
last accommoda ted by the doctor wr i t i ng a v e r y hum-
ble let ter of apology to the captain. 

I left the Fashion at the Balize, and the doctor wen t 

to Mobile. Mee t ing the sheriff a f e w days af ter , I felt 
anxious to know the fate of our fr iend, and asked him 
how he was disposed of. 

"Di sposed o f ! he took good ca re to dispose of him-
self v e r y well, and of our money a g r ea t deal bet ter . 
Thinking he was a green 'un , he was invited to p lay 
p o k e r ; a f ter a g r e a t deal of persuasion, he consented, 
wi th manifest re luc tance . T h e biters w e r e bitten. If 
there was any th ing he could do bet ter than pract ice 
medicine, it was playing poker! T h e r e he had us ; he 
won his passage, and fobbed lots of ' the tin' besides. 
As soon as w e landed at Mobile, he bolted on shore, 
telling the captain ' he did not think sea-voyaging w a s 
so d—d bad , af ter all. ' So anxious w a s he to ge t home 
and ' hug that wife, ' that he took the s tage in prefer-
ence to wai t ing for a b o a t ; swear ing, ' b y all tha t w a s 
holy,' if he was ever again caught in Texas, you might 
put him down for a stark na tura l . " 

August 13th. Reveil le at 12, marched at 1 A . M . ; 
the march was per formed by a lovely m o o n ; the heav-
ens w e r e studded with stars, and none but one ent irely 
devoid of feeling could resist the pleasure der ived from 
so glorious a scene. T h e land was high bottom, and the 
g r o w t h of the mesquite still la rger . Passed thir ty 
crosses within ten miles. A v e r y celebrated robber 
some yea r s ago infested this d is t r ic t ; af ter committ ing 
several murders , was taken at Reynosa , and paid the 
penal ty of his crimes. D a y dawned before w e reach-
ed Camargo . As w e approached, the Val ley of the 
San J u a n w a s marked by the dis tant hi l ls ; the land-
scape w a s quite a p re t ty one. W e skirted the town, 
the cupola of whose Cathedral was visible for a mile, 
and reached our camp by 7 A.M., just in t ime for 
breakfast . T h e distance marched from M a t a m o r a s 



was one hundred and twenty-seven miles. Found the 
a r m y encamped, in line of battle, along the banks of 
the S a n J uan. General W o r t h has the immediate com-
mand of the c a m p ; all those w h o know his qualities 
as a rigid disciplinarian must be a w a r e tha t duty w a s 
performed strictly accord ing to regulat ions. 

T h e T e x a s Rifle Regiment , the Bal t imore Battalion, 
and some of the Louisville Legion have a r r ived . E v -
e r y boat br ings up volunteers . T h e T e x a s Reg imen t 
of Rifles, commanded by Colonel Johnson (a g radu-
ate), determined to take their d i scha rge : he addressed 
them in a patr iot ic strain, to induce them to r e m a i n ; but 
not more than fifteen out of sixty w e r e willing. T h e 
government , therefore, lost the services of six hund-
red men, for whom they have incurred the expense of 
clothing, subsistence, and transportat ion, and have not 
received one iota of service in r e t u r n ; within one hund-
red and fifty miles of the enemy, w h e r e the g rea t ma-
jor i ty of the a r m y expected battle, they took their dis-
charge . Before this w a r is terminated, the people will 
feel, by applying their hands to a ve ry sensitive pa r t 
of the p e r s o n — t h e p o c k e t — t h e difference between 
ca r ry ing on the w a r by volunteers and regulars . T h e 
president was correc t in d ischarging the six months 
volunteers. A t the time, I thought the patriotism of 
the Amer icans w a s so strong, tha t in the face of the 
enemy they, to a man, would have enlisted for twe lve 
m o n t h s ; exper ience has proved their patr iot ism not 
equal to their self-interest. 

Carqargo is a dilapidated-looking town, situated upon 
the River S a n J uan, a few miles above its junction with 
the Rio Grande . It boasts, like all Mexican towns, of 
a g rand Plaza and a Cathedral , a f ew low stone build-
ings, of v e r y thick walls and flat roofs, a g r ea t m a n y 



miserable-" jacals ," not a few donkeys, and any num-
ber of dogs and chicken-cocks. T h e 7th Infant ry , un-
der the command of Captain Miles, was encamped in 
the P l a z a . T h e town was complete ly inundated in 
J u n e last, and the population dr iven out. It m a y once 
have boasted of two thousand inhabitants, but there 
w e r e not more than half that n u m b e r at the time of the 
a r r iva l of our a rmy . T h e Cathedra l is of no particu-
lar a rchi tec tura l b e a u t y ; it has a cupola and two bells. 
N e a r l y e v e r y building in the place was occupied in 
some manner by the gove rnmen t . Our t ransporta t ion 
is to consist of pack-mules, and the p lace is alive wi th 
them. 

On the 17th of Augus t Capta in D u n c a n re turned 
f rom his reconnoissance of the left bank of the San 
Juan , as f a r as Ceralvo. H e repor ts the route prac-
ticable and well wa te red , the count ry picturesque, and 
increasing in interest and beauty as he advanced ; de-
scribes the town as well built, and having "a t idy as-
pect , that none w e h a v e ye t seen possess. T h e inhab-
i tants w e r e v e r y fr iendly, and readi ly furnished him 
wi th e v e r y thing he requi red , for which they w e r e 
well paid. Wi th in three leagues of Cera lvo he heard 
there was to be a fandango, at which a colonel under 
Genera l Canales w a s to be p r e s e n t ; to surpr ise and 
take him, he m a d e all those who w e r e going to the 
dance join his p a r t y and accompany him. Shor t ly be-
fore he a r r ived he met a man, with some mules, go ing 
t o w a r d our c a m p : he was permit ted to pass. H a v -
ing accura te ly informed himself of the avenues and ap-
proaches to the ranch , upon his arr ival he took pos-
session of them, and, to the surprise of all present , sur-
rounded the house and demanded the colonel . T h e 
bird had flown. T h e man w h o w a s dr iv ing the mules 

w a s a brother of Canales, and by a detour had re tu rned 
and g iven the colonel warn ing . T l je colonel left, how-
ever , without g iv ing the people a n y intimation of the 
cause : the fear of the accusat ion of coward i ce sealed 
his hps. Captain Duncan informed the g a y dancers 
he was on a f r iendly visit, and would injure no o n e ; 
but if any made an effort to escape, they would be shot. 
T w o unfor tunate devils tried i t ; one was killed, and 
the other had his a r m broken. P r e t t y good shoot in" 
in the dusk of the evening. T h e death of their com°-
rade aflected no t the hilarity of the p a r t y ; the dance 
and mer ry laugh cont inued until the d a w n of day. 

On the af ternoon of the 17th there w a s a g r and re-
v iew of the regulars . It was one of the most magnifi-
cent mil i tary displays w e have had since the last w a r . 
T h e r e w e r e seven regiments of infantry and two bat-
teries of horse-art i l lery under rev iew ; the line of bat-
tle -occupied three fourths of a mile. General T a y l o r 
accompanied by his staff, w a s a t tended by General' 
W o r t h with his staff, and Generals Pi l low and Quit-
man. T h e rev iew w a s commanded by General W o r t h . 
T h e general ' s advance f rom the r ight was announced 
by a salute f rom Duncan 's ba t tery , and each co rps in 
succession saluted as he passed. T h e troops w e r e af t-
e r w a r d passed in rev iew, and presented quite a credit-
able appearance . General T a y l o r never looked in bet-
ter health or spirits. 

On the 18th of Augus t an order w a s issued, organ-
izing the regu la r a r m y : it is divided into two divisions, 
the br igades re ta ining the same denominations as at 
Corpus Christi . General Twiggs ' s column, the 1st Di-
vision, consists of the 2d Dragoons , 1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th 
Regiments of Infan t ry , and Bragg ' s and Ridgely ' s bat-
teries. General W o r t h ' s column, 2d Division, consists 
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of the Artillery Battalion, the 5th, 7th, and 8th Infan-
try, Duncan 's bat tery, and Captain Blanchard's Vol-
unteers : the latter is a t tached to the 2d Brigade, the 
command of which is assigned to Colonel P . F . Smith. 
Captain Blanchard and his Phoenix Company are the 
solitary representat ives of the Sta te of Louisiana- H e 
marched from his camp to join the br igade on the 18th, 
with drums beating and fifes playing. T h e appear-
ance of the company reflected credit upon himself and 
state. H e is a resigned g r adua t e ; but the shrill t r u m p 
of w a r awakened within his breast early military im-
pulses, and he found it impossible to tear himself a w a y 
from his first love. 

General W o r t h ' s division commenced ,the move-
ment to Ceralvo on the 18th, and he is ordered to push 
fo rward and occupy it as a depot for supplies. Cap-
tain Duncan reports the military a r e actually lariating 
the " peones" into service ; they will be used in throw-
ing up fortifications at Monterey. F r o m all the reports , 
w e have to conclude grea t efforts a re being made to 
resist u s ; and large levies of men, such as they are, 
a r e being collected. W e are all delighted the advance 
has commenced, and are equally ready for peace or 
w a r : in one hand w e hold the olive branch, in the oth-
er the sword. Le t Mexico take her choice. In any 
event , under all circumstances, she m a y rest assured 
the latter will force her to take the former . For the 
sake of humanity, I hope her choice will be the former. 

On the 20th w e received information of a revolution 
in Mexico ; that General Alvarez had over th rown Pa-
redes and had taken h im prisoner. T h a t looked more 
like peace than any event that had occurred . W h e n 
the subject of peace is advanced, the question invar ia-
bly arises, " With whom are we to negotiate ?" T h e 
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president of to-day is a prisoner to-morrow ; his views 
ana intentions are totally changed in that brief period 
by a successful mili tary aspirant seizing the reins of 

s l t u a T d T W W e r G G V e r a P ° ° r ' W r e t c h e d P - P ' e so 
situated ? W a s ever a duplicate of such a govern-
ment known in the w o r l d ? .1 really think there is a 
dim hgh of peace breaking through the darkness. God 
grant i t ! Al though my profession is that of arms, and 
w e may g a m glory and honor by the exercise of it, yet 

can not help thinking it would be more honorable and 
satisfactory to the people and the government to have 
his w a r brought to a speedy and peaceable termina-

tion. I hen, again, the Question arises, With whom are 

z j : z e a : ? n [ w e m a k e a ^ have w e it will be respected for a d a y ? View it in 

r f i S i S ; l o n g s e r i e s o f t r o u b , e a n d a n ~ 
A rumor comes to us that Colonel H a r n e y , with a 

mixed command of Dragoons and Texans , has left S a n 
Antonio on an expedition into the interior. General 
I wiggs with four companies of Dragoons, Ridgely 's 
and Taylor ' s batteries, arr ived to-day. T h e lattef bat-
te ry is assigned to Wor th ' s division. E v e r y one is 
now purchasing mules. The transportation is so lim-
ited, that most of the officers have purchased one to 
ca r ry along some few comforts. Our at tempts at speak-
ing Spanish are t ruly amusing; talk it you must, in some 
shape or other, or you fail making your bargain. T h e 
laughable at tempts w e make remind me of an anec-
dote which I heard at Corpus Christi. A man by the 
name of Ch ton, a vagabond " l e g , " had lost his horse • 
gomg to look for him in the chaparra l , he met a Mex-
ican upon a similar expedition. Thinking he might be 
of service to him, he accosted him w ^ h 
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" Look here, rny man, have you seen a n y th ing of 
a d — d caballo, a barnosing about here , wi th a cabris-
ta on his neck V* 

" N o entiende, senor . " 
" Don ' t unders tand ! W h y , the d — d fool don't know 

his own language /" 
As an ins tance of some of the wonder fu l escapes 

which occur in batt le, I must mention tha t of pr ivate 
Moore , of Company J . , 3d Infant ry . W h i l e Cap ta in 
Barbour was gal lant ly resisting a cha rge of the ene-
my ' s Lance r s , on the 9th of M a y , a ball passed th rough 
Moore ' s car t r idge-box and exploded all his ca r t r idges , 
t ea r ing his box to pieces, and sett ing his clothes on 
fire. A t first he was not a w a r e his clothes w e r e burn-
ing, and, finding that his box was torn to pieces, he 
bo r rowed a ca r t r idge f rom his next file, and, as he w a s 
in the ac t of " t ea r ing car t r idge ," his sleeve caught fire 
and exploded it, s inging off his eyebrows , and other-
wise burn ing his face. H o w the passage of the ball 
could have exploded the ca r t r idges , i s beyond my k e n ; 
but of the fact there is no doubt . P r iva te Chissem, of 
Company H. , 3d Infan t ry , w a s par t icular ly distinguish-
ed for his gal lant conduct in the batt le of the 9th. H e 
fought wi th a courage and per t inaci ty ra re ly equalled, 
killed many of the enemy, and w h e n completely riddled 
and shot down, he still continued firing. T h e " l e a d e n 
messenge r " of dea th which sent his soul into e terni ty 
met him with a cartridge in his fingers, in the act of 
tearing it. In this position the gal lant fellow w a s 
found, sur rounded by a pile of " his own dead." 

T h e volunteers, as they landed at the Brasos, w e r e 
forced, before moving into the inter ior , to e n c a m p upon 
tha t bar ren , s a n d y is land. T h e sand drif ts in such 
clouds, you stand not only a chance of swal lowing 

more than man ' s allotted share , but of becoming blind 
likewise. A volunteer w h o thought he had swal lowed 
his full share of it, thus accosted the doctor : 

" I say, doctor , h a v e you any th ing tha t will r e m o v e 
a sand-bar ?" 

" No , sir ." 
" Wel l , then, I am a gone sucker. I 've got a sand-

ba r in m y innards, upon which eve ry thing grounds , 
and I can't ge t any thing up nor down ." 

T h e volunteers continue ar r iv ing by e v e r y boat . 
T h e y have suffered a g r e a t deal a t their encampment s 
near the mouth of the r iver . Diarrhoea, dysen te ry , and 
fevers have been very fatal. T h e y must suffer m u c h 
more than the regulars , for they have no idea how to 
collect around them those nameless comforts the old 
soldier a lways h a s ; besides, campaigning is ent irely 
out of their l i n e ; and m y only surpr ise is, tha t people 
so suddenly t ranspor ted f rom a high to a low lati tude, 
in the middle of summer , should h a v e so f e w cases of 
disease. T h e y m a y consider themselves v e r y fortu-
na te . 

D i scha rges a re numerous , and the g rea t major i ty 
a re p re t ty well disgusted wi th the service . It is no 
s inecure it isn't; and, before they a re through with 
it, some o ther animal worse than " the e lephant" will 
make its appea rance . T h e y do s ay the animal has 
been seen b y a few, and a certain medical gen t leman 
told m e he took it for a walrus ! Before this w a r is 
over , the gove rnmen t will be forced to confess, and the 
volunteers freely acknowledge , wi thout a n y c h a r g e 
against their patriotism or efficiency, tha t t h e volun-
teer system is one of the most ou t rageous ly expensive 
and inefficient wi th which any gove rnmen t could un-
der take a war of invasion. N o one could h a v e con-



ducted the expenses with a more rigid eye to economy 
than Genera l T a y l o r ; but w h e n the bill is footed the 
people will open their eyes, and be forced to acknowl-
edge tha t their w o r t h y citizens had bet ter remained at 
home, and the regular a r m y been increased. 

O w i n g to the deficiency of t ranspor ta t ion, the num-
ber of volunteers to be taken f o r w a r d to M o n t e r e y is 
necessar i ly limited. T h e genera l has organized a di-
vision to be commanded by Major -genera l Butler, the 
b r igades of which will be commanded by B r i g a d i e r -
gene ra l s H a m e r and Q u i t m a n . T h e Dragoons , T a y -
lor's, Ridgely ' s , and B r a g g ' s batteries, crossed the S a n 
J u a n on the 27th, to encamp at some point w h e r e g ras s 
could be obtained for their debil i tated animals. Col-
onel H a y s ar r ived at China f rom his southern tour . 
Did not mee t wi th a n y of the enemy . Captain Benja-
min M'Cullough 's and Gillespie's companies of R a n g e r s 
have gone wi th the advance . F o r the last few days 
before our depa r tu re rumors of e v e r y kind and de-
script ion h a v e r eached us. T o any tha t coincide w i t h 
our wishes for peace , w e natura l ly g ive c r edence ; but 
he w h o believes a M e x i c a n repor t must be t ruly gull-
able. 

On the 28th w e rece ived something tangible f rom 
the ci ty of Mexico . T h e repor t of the civil revolut ion 
is confi rmed. P a r e d e s is a p r i s o n e r ; Gomez F a r i a s 
dec lared provisional p re s iden t ; S a n t a Anna invited to 
re turn , and probably by this t ime in the country . San ta 
A n n a ! T h r o u g h w h a t a s t r ange , up-hill, down-hill se-
ries of events h a s he not passed ? T w i c e president by 
means of his mil i tary popula r i ty ; banished f rom his 
count ry , and eve ry thing connected with his n a m e 
scorned and t rampled upon, he lives to see himself re-
called b y the s ame fickle beings, placed at the head of 

their a r m y , and will no doubt reascend the presidential 
cha i r ! F a t e ! w h a t hast thou ye t in store for him w h o 
is as faithless to his promises as he is devoid of honor? 

T h e 1st Division a re ordered to cross the r iver , on 
the 31st of August , and take up their line of m a r c h on 
the 1st of S e p t e m b e r ; the Volunteer Division to fol-
low as fast as t ransportat ion arr ives. General T a y l o r 
remains behind for a f e w days to see e v e r y thin^ e n 
route. 

T h e inclosure wh ich marks the g r a v e of the lament-
ed Ringgold, a t Point Isabel, is made of t w o upr ights 
and cross-pieces, the opening filled in with the gun-
barre ls and bayonets of the captured a rms of the Mex-
icans. T h e y a r e sawed off" to produce a r egu la r slope 
f rom the head to the foot of the g rave . I can not con-
ceive of a n y thing more appropr ia te . W e a re indebt-
ed to Captain Ramsey , of the Ordnance , for so much 
taste in ornament ing the gal lant soldier 's g r a v e . 

C H A P T E R XIII . 

A U G U S T 31st, 1846. T h e 3d Brigade, composed of 
the 3d and 4th Reg imen t s of Infant ry , and Captain 
Shivers ' s company of Volunteers, commanded by Lieu-
tenant-colonel Gar land , crossed the S a n Juan and en-
camped. W e relieved the 2d Br igade, who immedi-
a te ly took up their line of march for Ceralvo. T h e 
Balt imore Battal ion w a s brigaded with the 1st Infant ry 
(the 2d Infant ry not hav ing ar r ived) ; this br igade con-
stituted the 4th Br igade, under command of Lieuten-
ant-colonel Wilson and w e r e to follow our movements 

o* 
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T h e 1st Division a re ordered to cross the r iver , on 
the 31st of August , and take up their line of m a r c h on 
the 1st of S e p t e m b e r ; the Volunteer Division to fol-
low as fast as t ransportat ion arr ives. General T a y l o r 
remains behind for a f e w days to see e v e r y thin^ e n 
route. 

T h e inclosure wh ich marks the g r a v e of the lament-
ed Ringgold, a t Point Isabel, is made of t w o upr ights 
and cross-pieces, the opening filled in with the gun-
barre ls and bayonets of the captured a rms of the Mex-
icans. T h e y a r e sawed off" to produce a r egu la r slope 
f rom the head to the foot of the g rave . I can not con-
ceive of a n y thing more appropr ia te . W e a re indebt-
ed to Captain Ramsey , of the Ordnance , for so much 
taste in ornament ing the gal lant soldier 's g r a v e . 

C H A P T E R XIII . 

A U G U S T 31st, 1846. T h e 3d Brigade, composed of 
the 3d and 4th Reg imen t s of Infant ry , and Captain 
Shivers ' s company of Volunteers, commanded by Lieu-
tenant-colonel Gar land , crossed the S a n Juan and en-
camped. W e relieved the 2d Br igade, who immedi-
a te ly took up their line of march for Ceralvo. T h e 
Balt imore Battal ion w a s brigaded with the 1st Infant ry 
(the 2d Infant ry not hav ing ar r ived) ; this br igade con-
stituted the 4th Br igade, under command of Lieuten-
ant-colonel Wilson and w e r e to follow our movements 
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with a day s intermission. W e have no r eg re t s at bid-
ding adieu to C a m a r g o ; our sojourn has been a n y thing 
but 'p leasant . T h e hea t and dust have been so annoy-
ing, tha t any c h a n g e wou ld have been considered a 
God-send ; besides, the heal th of the t roops requ. re 
mot ion. 

S e p t e m b e r 1st. At 8 A.M. , sun broiling hot, w e 
w e r e o rde red to str ike our tents, with the intimation 
w e would s tar t a t 10 o'clock. Ten t s w e r e accordingly 
s t ruck • but at 10 o'clock no mules m a d e their appear -
ance, nor did they until 2 P .M. In the m e a n t ime w e 
spent a most annoying m o r n i n g ; exposed, wi thout any 
shade, to the noon-day sun. W h e n the mules ar r ived, 
our b a g g a g e w a s shown to the arrieros, and w e w e r e 
ordered not to touch it, o r give any o rde r s r ega rd ing 
its disposition. T h e y applied themselves to loading 
v e r y scientifically, but v e r y del iberately, I m a y almost 
say', lazily, compared w i t h the p rompt movements of 
our men. T h e following is t he modus operandi of pack-
i n " • T h e b a g g a g e is careful ly selected and piled in a 
r o w ; the mule is b rought up b y an ar r ie ro , and the 
tapoho ( leather blind) immedia te ly put on it T h i s 
blinding is universal wheneve r the mule is to be loaded, 
c a u s i n - it to s tand still. T h e ar r ie ro car r ies a leather 
tapoho in his hand, which, wi th the addition of a f ew 
lea ther thongs, answers admirab ly for a whip . T h e 
pack-saddle is an immense pad, stuffed wi th hay or 
wool , t ight ly gi r ted on, weighing from th i r ty to forty 
p o u n d s ; on the top some mat t ing is p laced. T h e one 
w h o blinds holds the m u l e ; another seizes a package , 
puts it on the side of the mule fur thest f rom him, which 
is received and held by another a r r i e ro ; another pack-
age , selected wi th g rea t c a r e with r ega rd to the we igh t , 
is placed upon the opposite side of the mule, and the two 

packages (called a cargo) tied by the lasso ; ove r all, 
to bind it, is passed a v e r y b road belt, wi th any quanti-
t y of lariats a t tached, which is secured secundum artem. 
T h e pack is then completed, and the mule is turned 
loose, and joins a horse w i t h a bell a round its neck, 
wh ich they a l w a y s follow. Another and another is 
b rought up, loaded, and turned loose. T h e arr ieros, 
wi th their la rge sombreros and l ea the r aprons , mules, 
and the process of loading, fo rmed a busy and lively 
picture. E i g h t mules w e r e ass igned to each com-
pany. 

. It was withering hot w h e n w e s tar ted , and the per-
spiration burst for th in s t reams f rom e v e r y person. 
M a r c h e d five miles, and encamped at sunset on the 
R i o Grande . T h e r e arose no little disgust a t our novel 
t ranspor ta t ion . T h e packs w e r e not up with us, nor 
did they a r r ive until a f t e r dark . T h e r e was " confusion 
w o r s e con founded ; " all the b a g g a g e was mixed up, 
and the deuce w a s to pay to find your own. A f t e r dil-
igent search, I found all m y packages but m y wall tents. 
F o r my consolation, I was informed tha t one mule had 
stampeded, and w a s left (in ignorance of their l anguage) 
to infer m y tents h a d paid a visit to the chaparra l . 
T w o d a y s a f t e r w a r d they w e r e found, to m y g rea t de-
light, mixed up with other baggage . F la t te r ing my-
self wi th the hope of the mule a r r iv ing in the night , I 
dispensed with tent, and had m y Engl ish camp-bed-
stead b rought out, musquito-bar tucked in, and ta rpau-
lin t h r o w n over the head, and slept as delightfully as 
if in a house. I would advise eve ry officer to provide 
himself with one of these camp-cots ; they can have no 
conception of their comfort , convenience, and economy, 
until they t ry it. 

I am perfect ly disgusted with this primitive trans-
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por t a t ion ; w h e r e w a g o n s are pract icable, it is a per-
fect h u m b u g ; your hands a re completely tied with 
them. T h e arr ieros must have dayl ight to pack, and 
the resul t is, the command is forced to march dur ing 
the hea t of the day , or the t ra in must be left behind, 
t he reby running the risk of its being at tacked and cut 
off. 

W e a re passing one of the v e r y best na tu ra l roads in 
the wor ld , where , wi th v e r y little repairs , w a g o n s can 
a l w a y s pass. Independent of the comfor t and luxury 
of a wagon, and the fact that, wi th them, you can suit 
the hour of your m a r c h to the t empera tu re of the day , 
no inconsiderable expense might be saved by their use. 
E l e v e n wagons (fifty-five mules) would have trans-
por ted the c o m m a n d ; whe rea s w e have one hundred 
and twe lve mules for the t ranspor ta t ion of the b a g g a g e , 
a t an expense of fifty-five cents per day . T o say t h e 
least, it is the most provoking t ranspor ta t ion w e have 
had in any of our marches . T h e b r igade was accom-
panied by four c a m p w o m e n ; one of them had gone to 
the expense of a Mexican lady's side-saddle, cer ta inly 
one of the most curious specimens of saddlery I have 
eve r seen. T h e l ady sits square in the saddle, f rom 
which , in the place of a st irrup, is suspended a board , 
l a rge enough for both f e e t ; it has the usual horns, but 
much higher , and the back and sides a re inclosed by 
ver t ical pieces of leather, of ten beautifully w o r k e d wi th 
silver thread . I do not think it would suit ou r fair 
equestr ians. 

U p o n our ar r iva l w e w e r e visited by Mexicans wi th 
leche (milk) and pollas (chickens) for sale. One don-
key brought in a load which, combined wi th his per-
sonal appea rance , w a s r a the r hard to beat . W h a t 
would m y r e a d e r s say to a man, two boys, and a kid 

upon one poor, mean-looking j a c k ? the kid bleat ing 
so piteously that , if he w a s purchased and killed, the 
purchaser must ^have had an adamant ine hea r t o r a 
devil of an appetite, which lat ter covers a mult i tude 
of sins. W e w e r e visited b y one real pa t r ia rch of a 
j a c k ; whe the r it w a s intended fo r us, or the female 
mules, I dinna ken. T h e mellifluous notes of his deli-
cate voice, while serenading, w e r e v e r y striking; and 
a n y fair muless w h o could resist its supplicating, be-
seeching accent , must have been unat tuned to love. 
S a w a hog wi th a thick coat of fur ins tead of hair . 
T h e land over wh ich w e m a r c h e d w a s very r ich, and 
susceptible of high cultivation. 

Sep tember 2d. A v e r y ea r ly reveille. Again the 
inconvenience of our t ranspor ta t ion became apparen t ; 
e v e r y th ing w a s in u t ter confusion, and w e did not 
m a r c h until 8 A .M. B y this t ime the hea t was in tense ; 
so much so, the march was painful ly oppress ive and 
fat iguing. Passed Breve t Lieutenant-colonel M a y ' s 
camp . O u r m a r c h still continues th rough the r ive r 
bo t t om; course , wes t . T h e land is high, d ry , and r i c h ; 
passed severa l ranchos and some fine fields of corn, 
and met several c a r t s ca r ry ing soap and wool to mark-
et. Soap is a legal tender in some par t s of this coun-
t r y ; hence the expression, " H o w a re you off for soap ?" 
It is superior to ours ; wi th it you can w a s h in the ha rd -
est wa te r . S topped to " n o o n it" on the banks of the 
r iver . T h e mules passed u s ; w h e n they start t hey 
t ravel v e r y rapidly. T h e af ternoon w a s more oppress-
ive than the m o r n i n g ; w e finished a fat iguing m a r c h 
of eleven miles at 4 P .M. Me t the re turn t rain of wag-
ons from Ceralvo, under the cha rge of Capta in Sibley. 
H e gives glorious descript ions of its beauty and the 
coolness of its w a t e r ; says it will m a k e your teeth 



ache. N o w , to one with a tin can teen of blood-warm 
water , the idea w a s r a t h e r tantalizing. 

Sep tember 3d. Revei l le beaten at 3 A . M . - the col-
umn put in motion a t d a w n of d a y . T h e colonel has 
decided on march ing , independent of our packs, leav-
ing a s t rong r e a r - g u a r d with them, and pushing on to 
our c a m p dur ing the cool of the morning . Passed sev-
eral barrancas (deep gulleys), caused by the cav ing in 
and wash ing of the soil. W e a r e g r adua l l y rising in 
alt i tude. Jus t before descending to the A r r o y o Sa la -
do, a beautiful prospect opened upon us, a succession 
of h.lls and val leys rising one beyond the other . T h e 
fcalado is a small s t r eam, at this time near ly d r y the 
w a t e r w a s good , and running over sand and pebbles, 
p rev ious to r each ing the s t ream, w e passed over the 
bed of ano the r c reek or bend of the Salado, in which 
w e r e found deposits of mar ine formation, in the shape 
of masses of oyster-shells, n o w turned into flint, some of 
immense size ; one w a s eighteen inches long by six 
broad. T h e bed of the oyster was not propor t ionate ly 
la rge Doctor S . brought me one sixty-four, which I 
thought migh t clearly be entitled to the appellation, par 
excellence, of the governor oyster, without any refer -
ence to the eighteen by six. T h e inhabi tants of this 
coun t ry about that t ime must have had some exquisite 
s t ews and broils. 

S topped some time at t he Sa lado . It being but three 
miles f rom Mier , I , wi th two friends, obtained permis-
sion to visit the t o w n ; w e jumped on our horses, and 
dashed off r ight merr i ly . T h e face of the coun t ry was 
v e r y rolling, a t t imes rocky , and a lways picturesque. 
W e approached the town f rom the e a s t ; wi th in half a 
mile it suddenly burs t upon us. Its appea rance w a s 
str ikingly beau t i fu l ; the towers of its two Cathedra l s 

and long line of buildings, all whi te -washed, w e r e a 
fit emblem of the puri ty of the climate. A s w e ap-
proached, some little of the pic turesque d isappeared . 
In the suburbs w e passed the humble adobe (sun-dried 
brick) cot tages, with tha tched roo f s ; proceeding, w e 
ascended a hill and en te red quite a di lapidated Plaza , 
having one Cathedra l . F u r t h e r on w e passed through 
another Plaza , which w a s " u n e au t r e chose." T h e 
buildings surrounding it w e r e in a good state of repa i r , 
and const ructed with an eye to r e g u l a r i t y ; the walls 
w e r e immensely thick, wi th flat roofs (azotea) ; the 
streets w e r e narrow, but clean, present ing decidedly a 
much more credi table appea rance than a n y I have ye t 
seen. 

T h e town is s i tuated upon the sides and top of a 
l imestone hill, upon the r ight bank of a small s t ream, 
variously named the Alcantero, Alamo, and Mier R ive r . 
T h e former is the p roper name for it, and w a s the or ig-
inal n a m e of the town until some genera l , expect ing to 
hand his name down to posteri ty, wi th its neve r -c rum-
bling buildings, affixed his to it. Its populat ion, and 
tha t of the suburbs , is es t imated at two thousand five 
hundred . It boasts of two Cathedra l s ; tha t in the di-
lapidated Plaza is closed, h a v i n g no priest. I t is said 
to be r ichly decora ted : being closed, our curiosity 
could not be gratif ied. T h e buildings genera l ly have 
an antique appea rance , which th rows around them an 
indefinable interest . I visited the Cathedra l in the main 
Plaza. It is a la rge mass of masonry , about two hund-
red feet deep and sixty feet front , surrounded by a 
very thick and high w a l l ; there is one main aisle, a t 
the foot of which is the g r and al tar . Upon ei ther side, 
near the door and g r a n d al tar , a r e four alcoves, t w e n t y 
feet deep by twe lve broad, in which a re al tars , mak-



ing five a l t a r s in t h e c h u r c h . T h e decora t ions w e r e 
v e r y credi table , a l t hough not r i c h ; t he wa l l s w e r e h u n g 
wi th pa in t ings , s o m e of w h i c h w e r e fine spec imens of 
t h e a r t . I t boas t s of a n o r g a n , a n d a be l f ry w i t h a 
c h i m e of bells. 

T h e inhab i tan t s a r e m u c h m o r e c lean ly t h a n a n y I 
h a v e y e t seen, a n d I did not no te a so l i ta ry ins tance of 
hunting deer in each other's head. M i e r is c e l e b r a t e d 
fo r i ts p r e t t y w o m e n . W e s a w t w o beautiful g i r ls a t 
a house w h e r e w e obta ined some e g g s and c la re t . I 
n e v e r have seen more magni f i cen t sui ts of h a i r ; the i r 
a r m s a n d h a n d s w e r e f au l t l e s s ; and wi th thei r be-
wi t ch ing ly t e n d e r e y e s , a n d the i r pe r sons a r r a y e d in 
the i r n a t i v e dishabi l le , t hey w e r e fit subjects for t he 
ar t i s t . 

T h e g r e a t i n t e r e s t t he p l a c e possessed for m e w a s 
f r o m the f ac t t h a t it w a s the t h e a t e r of t he fight be-
t w e e n Colonel F i she r ' s c o m m a n d of T e x a n s and the 
M e x i c a n s u n d e r Gene ra l A m p u d i a , in 1842. T h e c i r -
c u m s t a n c e s connec ted wi th tha t d e s p e r a t e s t r u g g l e a r e 
too r e c e n t to n e e d a n y r e f e r e n c e ; suff ice it to say , I 
h a v e vis i ted the house w h e r e t h e y fough t , bled, d ied , 
a n d s u r r e n d e r e d , w i th m o r e t han o r d i n a r y emot ions . 
I a t first d e s p a i r e d of finding a c ice rone , but fo r tune 
f a v o r e d m e w h e n m y f r iend , C a p t a i n E . , k indly vo lun-
t e e r e d his se rv ices . H e took m e i m m e d i a t e l y to t he 
house. H e r e , a t one c o r n e r of t h e s t ree t , d i v e r g i n g 
f r o m the P l aza , and r u n n i n g wi th a cons ide rab le de-
cl ivi ty t o w a r d the r ive r , w e r e the M e x i c a n c a n n o n 
p l a n t e d ; and here , abou t t w o h u n d r e d y a r d s f r o m the 
r ive r , w e a r e a t t he house. I t is a low, one-s tory build-
ing, of immense ly th ick wal ls , w i t h a t ha t ched roof . W e 
pass t he i ron -g ra t ed w i n d o w (common to all M e x i c a n 
houses) . D o y o u see tha t bent ba r ? I t w a s s t ruck b y 
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their comrades , they w e r e discovered by the enemy, 
and a l a rge par ty of dragoons dashed a f t e r them. All 
w e r e killed but the doctor, w h o made his w a y up that 
fatal s t r ee t ; s topping in front of the house in which the 
T e x a n s we re , he exclaimed, " Le t me in, boys ; it's rath-
er hot out here." H e entered safely. His t rus ty horse 
the enemy a t tempted to catch, but they were shot as 
fast as they came near him ; and at last the coward ly 
rasca ls shot the poor beast. T h e s e a re some of the 
c i rcumstances a t tending a fight be tween some three 
hundred T e x a n s and three thousand Mexicans . T h e 
v ic tory unquest ionably belonged to the f o r m e r ; and, 
had they refused to t reat , Ampudia would have re t rea t -
ed, and all their horr ible sufferings been spared them. 

A t this point w e leave the Rio G r a n d e ; course , 
southwest . T h e count ry continues rolling, and the 
soil quite rich. About a mile f rom Mier , a lof ty r a n g e 
of blue mountains burs t upon us, their j agged peaks 
cut into fantas t ic shapes aga ins t the blue s k y ; it w a s 
t ru ly a re f resh ing sight. A glance at them m a d e 
us think of rocks, deep and cool dells, and, above all, 
cool, cool wa t e r . T h e graz ing increased both in quan-
ti ty and quali ty. W e encamped at 12 M., hav ing 
marched twelve miles. T h e length of ou r march is 
regula ted by the wa t e r . T h e g ras s in the immedia te 
vicinity of ou r c a m p is sufficient for any number of 
an ima l s ; it is the nutri t ious mesquite, and I have a tuft-
ed ca rpe t of it for my tent floor. 

Sep tember 4th. Reveil le at 2 ; ma rched at 3 A.M. , 
by the light of a c lear and beautiful moon ; our ea r ly 
s ta r t is decidedly an i m p r o v e m e n t ; t he men walked off 
wi th g r e a t life. T h e r e a re a good many sick, and some 
have given o u t ; not the first convenience is taken along 
for their comfort . An ambulante , for the sick or wound-

ed, is not known in the a rmy . Sickness or a broken leg 
is not anticipated ; they must keep well by order, o r die 
upon the road . N e v e r did an a r m y take the field wi th 
so f ew necessaries . Our course is "still southwest , over 
a succession of hills and val leys. T h e soil genera l ly 
maintains its r ich cha rac te r , al though par t s a r e per-
fect ly worthless . On e v e r y hill w e w e r e delighted and 
charmed with a v i ew of the mountains, which r ise in 
magn i tude as w e approach . T h e y w e r e a pe r fec t 
tojiic. I was par t i cu la r ly struck with the pecul iar ly 
delicate blue tint wh ich envelops them. T h e sky is 
c learer , and the air purer and more brac ing . T h e sun-
rise w a s magn i f i cen t ; as it rose, accompan ied with the 
phenomenon of converg ing rays , above the edge of the 
eas te rn horizon, t h rowing its golden light over an ex-
tensive r ange of hill and dale, one must have been in-
sensible not to h a v e been s t ruck with its exceed ing 
beauty. T h e g r o w t h of the mesquite diminishes, and 
the thick u n d e r g r o w t h of chapa r r a l and prickly pear 
increases . S a w m a n y varieties of the c a c t u s ; lime-
stone abounds, and some sandstone is f o u n d ; picked 
up many pebbles covered wi th the red oxide of iron, 
which will se rve as an excel lent substi tute for chalk, to 
mark our tents. T h e morning-glory g r o w s in clusters 
by the road s i d e ; one species, pink in color, is nea r ly 
as la rge as m y hand. Crossed the A r r o y o St . Domin-
go, eight miles f rom our last c a m p ; it is a c lear , run-
ning s t ream of good wa te r . Reached c a m p at 9 A.M., 
having passed no ranehos in a march of twe lve miles. 

One of the s t ronges t 'objec t ions which will be urged 
agains t the set t lement of this coun t ry is the wan t of 
wa te r . I do not k n o w how it may effect the interior, 
but it can not apply to the lands border ing the Rio 
Grande . T h e r e , if it is necessary,- i r r igat ion can be 



obtained at' a trifling expense ; a small out lay in wind-
mills, forcing-pumps, and leaders for the wa te r , and 
you have it a l w a y s at your command . T h e never -dy-
ing sea-breeze can be put to an economical and capital 
use. W e a re encamped on the Agua L e g u a s , a n a r r o w , 
but deep and rapid, s t ream of excel lent w a t e r . T o - d a y 
w e rece ived another budget of repor t s from Monte rey , 
t he a m o u n t of wh ich was , tha t no res is tance would be 
o f f e r ed ; t ha t the people at M o n t e r e y w e r e only wai t -
ing for us " to wa lk in and make ourse lves at home." 
All this w a s repor ted by a Mexican direct f rom Mon-
te rey , w h o said, also, it w a s repor ted some Amer i can 
c a v a l r y w e r e seen in the vicinity of the city, which w e 
natura l ly p resume is a par t of Colonel H a r n e y ' s com-
mand. I r ecord all these repor ts and deductions, so 
tha t m y reade r s m a y go a long with us, f rom d a y to day, 
and unders tand the feelings of the a r m y . 

Sep tember 5th. Off again at 3 A . M . ; cool and 
pleasant , and w e knocked it off a t th ree miles an hour 
in glorious style. Passed over a high, level plain, the 
chapar ra l v e r y thick, and the g r o w t h of mesqui te lux-
ur iant ; some of the soil good for nothing, but that bor-
de r ing the small s t r eams v e r y rich. Ar r ived at the 
small village of Pun tagu ida at 8 A.M., hav ing marched 
seventeen miles. F r o m an eminence on the march , the 
whi te wa l l s and houses of the village of A g u a Leguas , 
and its beaut i ful valley, w e r e visible; it w a s a c h a r m -
ing prospect . As w e approached , the mountains be-
came more g r a n d and well-defined, and here w e appea r 
to be almost under them. At this place the 2d Br igade 
w a s s ta t ioned; the officers rece ived us with g r e a t hos-
pitali ty. T h e y m a r c h to-day f o r C e r a l v o , and w e take 
the i r ground, upon the banks of a n a r r o w but swif t 
mountain-s t ream. 

Pun tagu ida is a small hamle t of unpre tending thatch-
ed cot tages , containing some four hundred souls. T h e y 
a re devoted to dancing, having given the officers two 
fandangoes a week . A t e some peaches brought from 
Saltillo and M o n t e r e y ; a l though sl ightly wil ted, they 
w e r e del ic ious; a t any rate, w e h a v e proof positive 

i w e a r e app roach ing the coun t ry w h e r e they g r o w . 
F igs a re he re in abundance , part ia l ly dried ; and they 
have a fig marma lade which is v e r y delicious. T h e 
banks of this little r iver a re well cul t ivated. I r r igat ion 
is obtained by th rowing a d a m across the s t r eam, and 
leading the w a t e r off by artificial di tches. T h e sugar-
cane g r o w s luxur iant ly . Th i s has been an exquisite 
e v e n i n g ; such piles of dark, heavy, fantast ic clouds, 
some f r inged with the si lvery moon-l ight ; patches of 
the c leares t blue s k y ; l ightning in the s o u t h ; the dark , 
indist inct outl ine of the t o w e r i n g mountains ; the sweet , 
re f resh ing breeze ; the tented field ; all conspire to form 
an enchan t ing scene. T h e a tmosphere is so pure, it is 
a luxury to brea the i t ; it is done so easy, you a re not 
a w a r e of the exert ion. 

Sep tember 6th. In a r ide through the village, I found 
little to interest me ; it w a s v e r y dir ty, and all the stone 
houses looked as if they w e r e falling d o w n ; the " ja-
cals," with their g roups of w o m e n and children, and the 
lazy, loafing men, g a v e one but a poor idea of Mexican 
comfor t . T h e people bake, and c a r r y round for sale, 
a bread which is called semitas; it is v e r y light (sweet-
ened) , and tastes like our rusk. Some of the cakes a r e 
made of unbolted flour, and must be capital for dyspep-
tics. In the evening formed a pa r ty to visit A g u a Le-
guas . 

Sep tember 7th. Disappointed in our visit. O w i n g 
to information received from Ceralvo, it w a s deemed 



imprudent to go . O u r disappointment w a s v e r y grea t , 
as the p lace is descr ibed as a " bijou," with a jolly, fa t 
priest, w h o enter ta ins liberally, and for our amusement 
a domest ic billiard-table. L a s t evening an express ar-
r ived from Cera lvo wi th the following inte l l igence: 
Genera l W o r t h , re ly ing upon the information he had 
received f rom a Mexican whom he had taken, felt assur-
ed tha t he k n e w the whereabou t s of General Canales , 
and sent out two companies of Range r s to surprise h im. 
Colonel Childs w a s sent wi th five companies of Regu-
lars to suppor t them. H e had proceeded but a shor t dis-
tance w h e n he met a messenger from Capta in M'Cul-
lough, w h o repor ted the captain had met, and dr iven in, 
the advance picket of a body of Mex ican cava l ry , sup-
posed to be the c o m m a n d of Canales. Qur command , 
having o rde r s not to br ing on an engagement , re t i red. 
A body of cava l ry is, no doubt , in the vicinity, wa tch-
ing our movements . 

In the evening a l a rge pa r ty of us wen t to Pun ta -
gu ida to ge t up a fandango. On my w a y , a c r o w d of 
happy Mexican lads surrounded m y pony, c ry ing most 
merri ly, « F a n d a n g o !" " r ancho fandango !" " bonita, 
sef ior i tas!" W e wai ted a long t ime for the girls to 
co l l ec t ; they r a re ly commence until 10 o 'c lock—quite 
fashionable. T o our g r e a t disappointment, it ra ined 
and became quite muddy , depriving us of the dance , 
as they dance in the open air . T h e moon rising about 
the t ime it ra ined , a beautiful lunar bow, together with 
a secondary one, w e r e visible. " T w o " monte" banks 
w e r e in full opera t ion—one out of doors ; the ca rds 
w e r e deal t on a " poncho," a man holding a candle, 
and a l a r g e c r o w d surrounding the dealer . T h e other 
w a s in one of their mud-houses, w h e r e the heat of the 
room t ru ly m a d e it a "he l l . " All appea red absorbed 

in the g a m e , both men and w o m e n ; and their last cent 
was staked and lost with the utmost " sang froid." T h e 
boy who gained his sixpence by selling a bundle of g ras s 
in the morning , lost it a t the " bank" in the evening. 
Gambl ing is a perfect mania wi th them. 

Sep tember 8th. General T a y l o r and staff, Genera l 
T w i g g s and staff, four companies of Dragoons under 
Colonel M a y , Capta in W e b s t e r ' s ba t t e ry of t w o twen-
ty-four pound howitzers, and Ridgely ' s and Bragg ' s bat-
teries, a r r ived in the morning . Determined to see a 
fandango, w e paid a visit to the village in the evening. 
W e waited some t ime until the moon rose, w h e n the 
girls m a d e their appea rance . T h e first d a n c e w a s a 
waltz, in which none but the Mexicans w e r e engaged . 
An old humpbacked Mexican, seated in a s traight , hTgh-
backed wooden chair , with the c lear moonlight full 
upon him, called for th to lerably fair music f rom his 
violin. It w a s a slow, g racefu l waltz, and in e legance 
of motion the senori tas will bear compar ison with 
some of our nor the rn belles. T h e y continued it fifteen 
minutes, wi thout cessat ion. I did not see a p re t ty face, 
but all had good figures, and w e r e g racefu l : One could 
not but be s t ruck with the wild picturesqueness of the 
scene. T w e n t y or thirty couple, wal tz ing in the open 
air, the c rowd of men sur rounding them, some smok-
ing, others listlessly recl ining upon the g round ; under 
one porch a " monte" bank in full b l a s t ; on the outer 
edge of the circle, occupied by the dancers , another 
bank, whose flickering light g a v e a wild and brigand 
expression to the faces of the bet ters ; two stalls, with 
swee t b read for sale, to which, a t the end of each dance, 
your fair pa r tne r expects to be t reated ; the m o o n ; 
the i r regular tha tched roofs of the low and quaint 
" j a c a l s ; " the old fiddler, and you have a scene w o r t h y 
the pencil of a n y artist. 



T h e n e s t dance many of the officers took par tne rs , 
and tried to in t roduce an Americanized fandango ; but, 
howeve r will ing the girls were , their u t te r i gnorance 
of ou r style made it no go. T h e next , I selected the 
belle ; but, w i t h all m y a c c u r a t e cal l ing off, w e m a d e 
another fai lure. I w a s in d u t y bound to entertain m y 
p a r t n e r ; I k n e w nothing of the language , but , hav ing 
picked up a w o r d or two, I thought I would make the 
best use of them. So, believing the coas t all clear , I 
thought I would exper iment , and softly whispered , " A 
bueno noces , s e n o r i t a " — m e a n i n g to tell her that it 
w a s a ve ry pre t ty n i g h t ; w h e n , r igh t at m y elbow, I 
hea rd the jocular voice of Capta in M. " We l l done, G., 
wha t ' s that ? t r y it aga in ." M y Spanish evapora ted 
like the d e w f rom before the sun, and, spite of myself, 
I had to join in a h e a r t y laugh. H o w e v e r , I did not 
make such a bad hit, a f t e r all, for they do not expect 
to be enter ta ined, and, if you spoke, the chances a re 
they would not reply . T h e more w e b e c a m e mixed 
up and confused, the g r e a t e r the pleasure of the c r o w d ; 
for e v e r y extraordinary effort, " mucho bueno" saluted 
us f rom all qua r t e r s . I left them in a gale of spirits. 
H a v i n g to m a r c h a t daybreak , I wan ted some sleep. 

S e p t e m b e r 9th. T h e 1st Division of the a r m y , un-
d e r Genera l T w i g g s , marched for Ceralvo. Genera l 
T a y l o r and staff p receded us. T h e morn ing w a s beau-
tifully clear , and a cool nor th wind m a d e one realize 
the fall had ar r ived . T h e face of the coun t ry w a s 
more level than a n y w e have passed over since leav-
ing Mie r . Crossed two swif t - running s t reams. As 
w e approached Cera lvo the mountains b e c a m e more 
interest ing. T h e land in the vicinity of Cera lvo is 
well cult ivated ; our course w a s more to the south. 
W e marched pas t the c a m p of the 2d Division, and took 

our position on the r ight at 12 o'clock, having marched 
hf teen miles. T h e town is situated in a beautiful val-
ley, par t ly upon the side of a whi te limestone h i l l ; but 
the l a rge r portion is in a beautiful level a t its base 
through winch courses a bold, running s t ream, winding 
its noisy w a y through the town, and ' ca r ry ing w a t e r 
by artificial ditches into the ya rd of every family. T h e 
houses are low, with " a z o t e a " roofs, built of " a d o b e s " 
of a blue color, which impar ts a v e r y pleasing effect • 
some are built of blue limestone, and all a r e little for-
tresses within themselves. N e a r l y every house has a 
ga rden , surrounded by a wall . T h e fig, peach , and 
pomegrana t e are in the g rea tes t a b u n d a n c e ; besides 
the yards , the banks of the s t ream a r e lined with them, 
and the lemon, orange , and peccan . T h e la t ter a re 
immense trees, cover ing a g r ea t deal of ground, invit-
ing one to enjoy the i r cool and delightful s h a d e : one 
of them must h a v e measured five feet through. T h e 
Plaza is la rge and clean : the steeple of the unfinished 
Cathedral had more pretensions to a rchi tec tura l beau-
ty than any I have ye t seen. It is decidedly the neat-
est and most picturesque town I have noted ; that bold 
clear , cool s t ream flowing through it, and bridged in' 
every direction, is of itself beautiful . It is impossi-
ble to feel the h e a t ; for, if the house is disagreeable, 
t ake a water-melon, go under that huge peccan. rest 
thyself beside that rushing, bubbling s t ream, and you'll 
all but freeze. Its population is be tween one thousand 
and fifteen hundred. T h e valley appea r s to be sur-
rounded by mountains. F a r off in the wes t w e see the 
mountains of Mon te rey , and they t ower so far above 
these w e have so long had in view that these m a y be 
considered little ones. 

W e are in the vicinity of the silver mines of Ceral-



vo, w h i c h a r e cons ide red qui te r ich . T h e Ind ians h a v e 
been such a s c o u r g e t o this c o u n t r y , t h e y h a v e not only 
p reven ted its se t t lement , but h a v e s topped the w o r k i n g 
of t he mines . A t the foot of the hill upon w h i c h w e 
a re e n c a m p e d is t he same bold, r u n n i n g s t r e a m w h i c h 
courses its w a y t h r o u g h the t o w n , fed by i nnumerab l e 
sp r ings , w h i c h g u s h out e v e r y f e w y a r d s f r o m its base . 
I t flows t h r o u g h a g r e e n flat of land, t w o h u n d r e d y a r d s 
b r o a d , and in its c e n t e r a r e i m m e n s e cypress - t r ees , 
w h i c h , a t a d i s tance , look like the e lm, so r ich and 
f e a t h e r y is thei r fol iage. T h e m a j o r i t y of t he a r m y 
n o w bel ieve the re will be a fight. Gene ra l W o r t h , 
t h r o u g h m e a n s of spies, has r e c e i v e d informat ion on 
w h i c h he re l ies . A m p u d i a ce r t a in ly a r r i v e d at M o n -
t e r e y on the 31st Augus t , and a s s u m e d c o m m a n d . H e 
is said to h a v e at leas t five thousand regu la r s , and a n y 
n u m b e r of r a n c h e r o s . If he has ten thousand men, I 
think he will m a k e a s t a n d ; but this w e think is sure , 
no matter what their numbers, we will whip them. A 
f e w d a y s s ince w e rece ived a r e p o r t t h a t Colonel H a r -
n e y w a s at M o n c l o v a ; it a p p e a r s n o w tha t he n e v e r 
c rossed the R i o G r a n d e ; the m e n ob jec ted to p r o c e e d -
ing a n y fu r the r , and he r e t u r n e d to S a n Anton io . 

S e p t e m b e r 11th. In fo rma t ion w a s r ece ived to -day 
tha t a g u a r d wh ich Colonel H a r n e y h a d lef t at the P r e -
sidio c ross ing , on the Rio G r a n d e , had been a t t a c k e d 
b y the M e x i c a n s , and all e i ther killed or t aken prisoners . 
Gene ra l But ler , w i th the 1st B r i g a d e of Vo lun tee r s (1st 
Ohio, Colonel Mitchel l , 1st K e n t u c k y , Colonel O r m s b y ) , 
a r r ived on the 10th. On the 11th G e n e r a l T a y l o r is-
sued his o r d e r s for t he m a r c h . T h e 1st Division m o v e s 
on the 13th, the 2d Divis ion on the 14th, and the Vol-
u n t e e r Divis ion on the 15th. All t he p ioneers a r e 
p laced u n d e r t he c o m m a n d of Cap ta in L . S . C ra ig , w h o 

Will leave wi th t h e m to -mor row, escor ted by a squad-

^ C u l o S h T ° n S U D d e i " C a p t a ' n G r a h a m " Cap ta in 
a r e ^ M g • P a n y a c c o m P * n i e s them. R e p o r t s 

r e v a n i ? Z " g ? * * n U m b e r S « > " « * « * a t M o n t e rey , and of the i r de t e rmina t i on to resist us T h 1 « u ! 
>ng stock is on the r ise T h « ? 6 fight" 

mmm mmm^M 
m a t t e r w h a t p r e p a r a t i o S t h e y ^ T e fcj l y £ 
u n a c c o u n t a b l y neg lec ted to for t i fy a h i l f w h t h 

passed. I , w a s m y I u c k t 0 b e ^ i t Z ' J Z f Z 
e a r - g u a r d ; „ „ d as I had ,o wa i t until the " 1 . J ™ 

ha passed , X had the e x t r e m e fel ici ty of be ing l X 
, h e s " n , 2 P -M. , w h e n , if d inner had U n an 
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Genera l Q u . t m a n , w i th his b r igade i l s t M , Z 
Reg imen t ,Co lone l Davis , « T ^ ^ Z Z ™ 



bell), arr ived at 11 o'clock. Our course was more to 
the south, and parallel wi th the mountains. Passed sev-
eral bold, running creeks, dashing over pebbly bottoms, 
in which it was a luxury to stand and cool your feet. 
T h e heat was excessive ; the sun blistering hot. Thun-
der-showers had been holding a general gather ing 
throughout the day upon the mountain-tops. One 
passed over u s ; w e we re soaked, but it w a s as re-
freshing as the spr ing to the t rave ler in the desert . 
On most of the route the land was quite r o c k y ; tha t 
border ing the s t reams very rich. 

Passed only one ranch. A boy and man came out 
to meet the c o m m a n d ; the former with a large gourd 
full of milk, the latter with tortillas, as the men said, 
baked in the sun; truly, I believe they were . I halted 
m y company, and the boy and man we re relieved of 
their loads before you could turn round. As we as-
cended, w e met with a luxuriant g rowth of the Span-
ish bayone t ; some to the height of twenty feet, and one 
foot in d i ame te r ; at a distance its bark looked like that 
of the oak. T h e charac te r of the chaparral has chang-
ed ; various beautiful shrubs are seen; one, having white 
leaves, looking much like the ice-plant, wi th a profusion 
of delicate pink flowers, can not fail to a t t ract attention 
and admiration. T h e Mexicans call it cinosa; it cov-
ers the sides and tops of the mountains, and at a dis-
tance gives them a bare appearance. T h e ebony t ree 
g r o w s in this region. 

Following behind the train, I had an opportunity of 
seeing a grea t deal of the arrieros. T h e r e are no hap-
pier fellows in existence ; their shrill whistle, and con-
stant, sharp c ry of " mula !" can not fail to amuse the 
novice. One of them was singing most cheerily the 
whole afternoon. If the load (called cargo) becomes 

the least deranged, it is inconceivable with wha t rapid-
ty the mule is stopped, blinded, ca rgo readjusted, and 

the animal turned loose. 

T h e ram made the atmosphere quite cool. W e did 
not reach camp until dusk. Jus t before reaching it 

rather too fd t ' ^ W h i c h » ra ther too cold. A camp-fire was delightful, and a hot 
supper await ing us still more so. Perhaps some of mv 
readers have^hacI the annoyance of p l a ^ g I I Z ^ I 

coming 7 ^ ^ t 0 S ° m e t h r e e h u D d r e <* and commg into camp wet and fatigued, find a nice s pper 
of chickens and boiled rice, and a hot cup of coffee 
ready for t hem? N o ! Then they can not appreciate 

' h a t l c a n ^ e m it is L n i o u s good,"and * 
losses for a time, turtle soup and oyster's, to ' those en-
joying the luxury of a city life. W h e n I was a lad I 
despised a « drum-stick" from the bottom of my hear 
(papas have a particular and amiable weakness for giv-
ing the httle fellows at the side-table that s inewy I -

ml ' a I Z T ^ V T l * ; b u t i f a n y o n e seen 
T k e d th m t h G , d ' S h ' W h C n 1 W a S P a " i c u l a , ly 
asked and the gusto with which I enjoyed it, it would 
have been good for delicate a p p e t i t ^ T o d r y 
selves we had a cheerful fire, and under its benign in-
tluence we re m a d e very happy. 

September 14th. Star ted at daybreak . Last even-
ing a report was sent in from the advance (at least it 
was so reported to us, and, like all camp rumors, turn-
ed out to be incorrect) that four thousand of the ene-
my were twelve miles in advance . T h e word " s o -" 
could not be more inspiriting to the race-horse than the 
news to us. E v e r y man cracked his joke, and had 
hem, in imagination, whipped, prisoners, or in full flight 

before even ing! E v e r y preparation was made to m^et 



them. W e had not marched far before the t ruth was 
k n o w n ; the same cava l ry which had been previously 
repor ted had aga in been seen by the advance . Our 
course has been more wester ly , g radua l ly ascending 
through a valley, be tween t w o ranges of mountains, 
t o w a r d the g o r g e of the main S ie r ra . W e have ap-
proached v e r y near to the mountains, and have a more 
minute v iew of them ; they a re thickly clad with chap-
a r r a l and the del icate cinosa, and a re composed of a 
succession of conical peaks, rising one higher than the 
other , until they te rmina te in the bold and r a g g e d out-
line of the crest . T h e valley is in tersected by small 
r idges, and m a n y fine, running s t r e a m s ; the road is 
quite rocky , and hard upon the men and animals. 

Captain M'Cullough, wi th thirty-five of his men, had 
a little affair to-day with some of the enemy's cava l ry , 
supposed to number t w o hundred. T h e y passed a f ew 
shots, result ing in wounding t w o Mexicans , and a horse 
of one of the captain 's men. It is astonishing the ene-
my did not cha rge them ; they formed for tha t purpose , 
but a f t e r w a r d slowly re t i red . This occurred nea r the 
small village of R a m o s . In the village the capta in 
s a w the two men he had wounded, and took one pris-
oner , who w a s brought to the genera l . H e was closely 
questioned, and s ta ted the re w e r e only a f ew t roops at 
Monte rey , and they would not fight u s ; he was then 
released. On our m a r c h w e passed a ranch which w a s 
d e s e r t e d ; two pigs and some chickens w e r e the only 
ev idence of its having been inhabited for years . Some 
of the people say they w e r e dr iven a w a y against their 
inclination. M a r c h e d 14 miles. 

S e p t e m b e r 15th. Our course to-day has been a lit-
tle to the south of west , and surrounded by mountain 
scenery n e v e r surpassed in beauty. W i t h an amphi-

theater of mountains, w e have been passing through a 
succession of beautiful valleys, each inclosed by small-
er hills, and they ,aga in , backed by t o w e r i n g mountains, 
so that the eve r -va ry ing scene has not tired, but kept 
one's senses keenly alive to all its beauties. L a n g u a g e 
can hardly depict them, especially those of the mount-
ains, in whose r u g g e d fea tures w e r e revea led new 
charms by e v e r y change of light. A succession of bold, 
rugged cliffs, conical peaks, some te rmina t ing in j agged 
points, wi th the i r whi te sides gl is tening in the sun, per-
fectly str ipped of all v e r d u r e ; magnif icent clouds curled 
up, and , nestl ing in the rav ines and on the mountain-
tops, made one ( regardless of the fa t igues of the march ) 
exclaim, " Noth ing like this, in g r a n d e u r or loveliness, 
have I ever seen 1" T h e soil in the valleys is ve ry 
good. About e ight miles f rom c a m p we passed the 
summit, and then commenced our descent into the val-
ley in which the vil lage of R a m o s is si tuated. N e a r 
R a m o s w e overtook the pioneers. F r o m the summit 
the v i ew w a s v e r y extensive and beau t i fu l ; for t h r e e 
miles our division could be seen wending its w a y through 
the valley and up the hill-sides. 

J u s t before r each ing R a m o s w e passed one of the 
boldest and deepes t mountain- torrents I have ye t seen. 
W e soon entered the village. It is beautifully s i tuated, 
but has a most di lapidated a p p e a r a n c e ; most of the 
houses w e r e the common mud-hu t ; some w e r e of s tone ; 
and one w a s pierced with la rge holes, as if for de-
fense. N e a r l y eve ry yard has a g r e a t quant i ty of fruit-
trees : g rapes , figs, pomegranates , and oranges . 

" T h e a i r w a s h e a v y w i t h t h e s ighs of o r ange g roves . " 

T h e enemy ' s c a v a l r y had dr iven near ly all the re-
spectable people out of the place, c a r ry ing oft* the al-
calde and the padre. S a w some beautiful specimens 



of ca lcareous spar and g y p s u m ; the general forma-
tion is l imestone. N o bet ter na tura l road was eve r 
found. W e approached Mar in ove r a beautiful level 
mesqui te plain, and en te red the town by a slight de-
scent, it being situated on another table-land, r is ing ab-
rup t ly from the Val ley of the San J u a n . T h e town, 
as usual, has its g r and Plaza, containing about an ac r e 
of g round , sur rounded by a v e r y indifferent-looking 
Cathedra l , and other low stone buildings, with azotea 
roofs. T h e streets run perpendicular ly with each oth-
e r ; there is hard ly a building w o r t h y of description. 
I examined the residence of the a lca lde ; it had a l a rge 
c o u r t - y a r d ; ascending two flights of stairs , you en te red 
a long room with an ear then floor; the lower pa r t of 
the wall w a s painted red, wi th festoons of flowers, sup-
por ted by hideously-deformed cupids. Ascending th ree 
steps, you walk out upon a flat roof, f rom which you 
have a fine v iew. 

T h e town contains about two thousand inhabitants . 
As w e approached it, the scenery , if possible, became 
more beautiful and g r a n d — m o u n t a i n s upon whichever 
side you turned ; the valley complete ly hemmed in, ex-
cept w h e r e an occasional opening in the mountains 
g a v e you a beautiful prospect beyond. T h e mount-
ains of Monte rey , a t whose base the city is s i tuated, 
w e r e dist inctly visible in the west . T h e " Mi t re Mount-
ain" and the " Camanche Sadd le" stand in bold re l i e f ; 
the la t ter takes its n a m e f rom its resemblance to the 
saddle used by that t r ibe of Indians. It w a s at this lit-
tle town it w a s predic ted w e would have a fight, and 
many would h a v e bet upon it. N o e n e m y presented 
themselves. W h e n w e marched th rough the t own , 
it w a s near ly deserted ; a death-like, painful silence 
re igned t h r o u g h o u t ; most of the houses w e r e closed 

and barred . It was a deserted village. One might 
judge, on a miniature scale, w h a t w e r e Napoleon ' s feel-
ings whi le r iding through the deser ted s t reets of Mos-
cow. W h e n our advance arr ived, the e n e m y had lef t ; 
their cava l ry had been previously seen lining one s t ree t 
and the Plaza, and w e r e computed at a thousand. T h e y 
a re under the command of Genera l Tor re jon , and biv-
ouacked in the c i ty last night. Prev ious to their de-
pa r tu re they drove nea r ly all the citizens out of the 
town, and, as usual, car r ied with them the public func-
tionaries. T h e y appea r to delight in annoying the peo-
ple ; unable, o r too coward ly to pro tec t them, they take 
p leasure in dr iv ing them f rom their homes, and caus-
ing them to endure all the evils and sufferings they can 
possibly fbfli'ct, hoping, I presume, by such means to 
stir up within them a ha t red for, and opposition to us, 
which they in their hea r t s possess, but h a v e not the 
courage to display. Mos t of the people fled to the 
c h a p a r r a l ; but a f t e r w e passed through, and before 
w e encamped , a f ew commenced returning. I s a w 
some leading back pigs which they had tied and taken 
with them ; others dr iving goa t s , and some re tu rn ing 
on horse and mule back—men, women, and children, 
some three deep, on the same animal. 

On the 14th Sep tember General Tor re jon had a man 
shot as a spy in the g r ave -ya rd for holding communi-
cation with General T a y l o r . H e car r ied off with him 
the man taken prisoner at Ramos , and released by Gen-
eral T . H e intends shooting him. It is a pity if the 
fellow is to be sho t ; it could not be for tell ing the truth; 
for I will venture to say the genera l has little of that 
communicated to him ; " the t ruth is not in them." H e 
ca res very little about i t ; to Monte rey he is going, if 
twen ty thousand men oppose h im! Decision of pur-



pose, which he possesses in an eminent degree , and 
which is so essential for an invading genera l , is one of 
the best points in his c h a r a c t e r ; it is that which will 
c a r r y him t r iumphant w h e r e v e r he goes . W e a re n o w 
within twenty-f ive miles of the long-looked-for, much-
ta lked-about city. W e will remain two days to con-
cen t ra te the forces. 

Sep tember 16th. F r o m a Mexican, taken last night, 
the general squeezed out the fol lowing in fo rmat ion : 
T h e r e are nine thousand men at the city, six thousand 
r anche ros and three thousand regulars . T h e la t ter a re 
the remains of the a r m y w e whipped on the 8th and 
9th of M a y ; the former s w e a r they will not fight, and 
the la t ter they will . This little town can boast of most 
lovely scenery . T h e val ley through which the riv-
e r flows is quite level, covered wi th a r ich g r o w t h 
of grass , affording ample graz ing for a n y n u m b e r of 
cat t le . T h e mountains spring up direct ly f rom its plain; 
to the west , three passes opening t h rough the mount-
ains a re str iking fea tures in the landscape, as v iewed 
from town. T h e sunset this evening w a s gorgeous ly 
beautiful. Th i s valley is capable of suppor t ing an im-
mense population, and e re long its banks will teem 
wi th rich harves ts . This coun t ry comes nea re r the 
idea of fairy-land than any of which I have eve r con-
ceived an opinion. All the good people of the nor th 
must think of it as such, for it really is s o ; and then 
they can people it and dress it up to suit their fancies. 
I will only add, if you g ive your imagination the rein, 
you will barely realize it. General W o r t h , wi th the 
2d Division, a r r ived to-day. Genera l Henderson , wi th 
his command of T e x a s cava l ry , is expected to-mor-
r o w , unless they have decided to follow the example 
of the Rifle Regiment , and take their discharge. 

Sep tember 17th. E a r l y in the morn ing I rode up to 
town for the purpose of making a minute examination 
of it. For tunate ly , I found the Cathedral open, and as-
cended a spiral stair-case, inclosed in a masonry tower , 
upon which the be l f ry rests. I soon emerged upon the 
top. T h e v iew was magnificent, but, owing to the un-
usually hazy a tmosphere , not as distinct as could h a v e 
been desired. Before this elevated v iew I had no con-
ception of the bread th of the Val ley of the S a n Juan ; 
it can not be less than fifteen miles. A t the base of the 
mountains, to the southwest , 1 could distinctly see Mon-
terey. I w a s surpr ised, for I had no idea it w a s visi-
ble ; and then it looked so nea r , I could not credi t it w a s 
twenty-f ive miles distant. T h e Bishop's Pa lace look-
ed like a fortified place, and the ci ty appea red to cover 
a g rea t dea l of g r o u n d ; of course, e v e r y thing was v e r y 
indistinct, ye t v e r y interesting, as all our hopes a re at 
present concent ra ted upon tha t spot. This Ca thedra l 
is unfinished ; it is built in the shape of a cross, and has 
very f ew decorat ions . The i r pa t ron saint, and o ther 
holy figures, occupied conspicuous positions in niches 
over the al tar . T h e roof is made of a lime cement , 
and beautifully g radua ted to turn r a i n ; on one end 
was a sun-dial. T h e ceiling was t w e n t y feet high, com-
posed of massive beams of t imber, and laid with plank, 
meeting in angles. 

T h e c a m p has been full of all sorts of rumors—firs t 
fight, and then no fight. A reputed deser ter made his 
appearance , fresh from the t renches, and repor ted there 
was no doubt w e would be res i s ted—that the most ex-
tensive prepara t ions w e r e m a d e ; thereupon the fght-
ites rose ; then, again , a report cont radic tory of the 
former , and the fever would subside. In the evening, 
General T a y l o r received a communicat ion f rom the 



Spanish consul at Monte rey , asking whe the r tne prop-
er ty of foreigners would be respected . T h e genera l 
replied, he could not be responsible for any t h in - if the 
ci ty was taken by assault . Genera l Ampudia has dis-
tributed a long the road a printed proclamation, calling 
upon the men and officers of ou r a r m y to desert , and 
stigmatizing the w a r as anti-Christian. H e offers them 
protection, good pay , and equal rank in the Mex ican 
service. H o w ignorant he must be of the cha rac te r 
oi the Amer ican soldier to think, for a moment , his of-
fer could provoke other than a feeling of disgust T h e 
volunteer division, under Genera l Butler , a r r ived to-
day. Captain Cra ig was rel ieved f rom the pioneers, 
the road being good ahead. T h e o rde r for the march 
is o u t ; w e move to -morrow morning. In case line of 
battle is formed, T w i g g ' s Division will be on the r ight , 
the V olunteers in the center , and W o r t h ' s on the left 

R o d e to the city to enjoy one more sunse t ; it cer-
tainly was perfect ly lovely. T h e sun sett ing behind a 
mountain t h r e w its body in a deep, dark blue shade, 
while it i lluminated the ju t t ing peaks with golden light 
S o m e of them looked t ransparen t . I t was a r ich, r ich 
s c e n e - s o f t and melancholy ; one calculated to inspire 
none but the purest emotions of the h e a r t ; one that 
made you feel like d r a w i n g around you your family 
and friends to drink in its beauties, and n e v e r wish to 
leave them. M y God ! wha t a spot on which to build 
a palace , in whose wes te rn windows one could sit ev-
e r y evening and enjoy the gorgeous scenery ! 

C H A P T E R X I Y . 

S E P T E M B E R 18th. T h e first division of the a r m y 
marched at 8 o ' c lock ; the others followed, with an 

" " J T ^ T T T h e S C e n e i T w a s - - i l a r to that 
a l r eady described, save the g round w a s more rolling 
than it appeared from Marin . T h e val ley is m a d e up 
of gent le undulations, broad, level p la ins ; the whole 
backed by huge mountains, whose cliffs a re of a pink 
color in the morning ' s sun. T h e w a t e r of the S a n 
Juan w a s v e r y cold, and w a d i n g it a t ea r ly d a w n w a s 
not v e r y agreeable . 

E igh t miles f rom Mar in passed a small s t ream call-
ed Agua Fr io . I ts banks w e r e high, bottom rocky , 
some slate formations visible, and I have no doubt coal 
could be found. Qui te a number of houses, I suppose the 
cabins of the peones a t tached to the hacienda, lined the 
banks. T h e «lord of the manor" had, for this count ry 
quite a showy and extensive establishment. In his' 
cour t -yard was seen one of those old Spanish coaches, 
heavy enough for six mules, and capab le of containing a 
whole family. Its tout ensemble proved the o w n e r a m°an 
o some pretensions. An Ir ishman, upon seeing it, ex-
claimed, " O c h , but we ' r e get t in ' into civilization ! Be 
J abers ! there's an omnibus / " A good manv of the in-
habitants came out to see us. 

About th ree miles beyond the A g u a Fr io w e reached 
the hacienda S a n Francisco , where w e encamped. Jus t 
as our advance entered, the cava l ry of the enemy left 
and w e r e ,n sight when w e turned off to take our camp-
ground. M a n y thought the enerfty w e r e in front in 
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force, and a battle would ensue i m m e d i a t e l y ; but it 
turned out to be the same force which has p receded us 
since w e left Ceralvo. T h e P a d r e of the p lace told Gen-
eral T a y l o r tha t Ampudia would defend the place until 
death , and that it w a s well fortified. If w e do fight, the 
In fan t ry will h a v e to do the work , as our def iciency in 
heavy guns will r ender ou r field bat ter ies almost use-
less. S o m e of the a r r i e ros a t tempted to stampede to-
day , but Colonel Kinney , wi th his usual e n e r g y and 
promptness , p revented them. T h e y w e r e a l a rmed , 
hav ing heard that the bugbear , Canales , w a s in their 
r ea r . T h e a larm arose f rom Genera l Henderson ' s 
Br igade , consisting of two mounted reg iments of T e x -
ans, under the command of Colonel H a y s and W o o d s , 
w h o joined us this evening. T h e y a r e a fine body of 
men, and add some eleven hundred to our force. 

S e p t e m b e r 19th. M a r c h e d at sunrise. Genera l 
Henderson , wi th his brigade, and t w o companies of 
Range r s , in advance . Genera l T a y l o r and staff ac-
companied them, to reconnoi ter the place. Passed sev-
eral plantat ions, and luxuriant fields of corn and sugar -
cane . M a r c h i n g slowly along, within three miles of 
the ci ty, about 9 A.M. , the r epor t of a l a rge cannon , 
re-echoing f rom mounta in to mountain, told us most 
plainly the w o r k had commenced , and tha t the e n e m y 
intended to make, at least, a show of fight. T w o more 
repor ts , in quick succession, followed, and our men, 
f rom lagging behind, w e r e inspired with a n e w ener-
gy , and pushed fo rward with increased vigor. T h e y 
w e r e r e a d y for the fierce comba t at the moment . T w o 
more guns w e r e fired, and the command w a s hal ted. 
T h e genera l and staff w e r e seen slowly returning. It 
appears , when the advance presented themselves, some 
L a n c e r s c a m e out from the city, hoping, no doubt, our 
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c a v a l r y would c h a r g e upon them, when, as they c a m e 
wi thm r a n g e of their guns, many would be a i i f i c e d 

a z ; t thro"gh their design' a h a l t , and then ,t was the e n e m y opened upon them 

iber t Z fr°m g u n s ° f t W e l v e P ^ S cal-iber. T h e third shot r icoched and passed d i rec t lv 
over the genera l ' s staff, coming v e r y near him T £ 
troops w e r e immediate ly encamped about three mi l e ! 
from the city, in a magnificent g r o v e of Peccan a n d 
hve oak. F r o m the sides of the slope i s s u I s ^ Z s o l 

head.1 ' ^ ^ t 0 * T a t the i r 

Af ter the genera l ret i red, the mounted t roops remain-

w e r e T . H * * * * * * * ° f t h e S P 0 t w L e t h e y 

were first fired upon. Seve ra l shots w e r e fired at them 
with no effect. Of course, all is anxiety and excite 
Z 1 T Z T 7 T e S - t a k i < * ba t t e r i e s—cros s ing 
d i t c h e s - a l l the subjects of conversat ion. A recon-
noissance was immedia te ly ordered , under c h a r g e ! 

w i i h X T ° f f i C e r S ' T ^ ^ a u h e m 
e r a i w i U f g r S ' , A S ^ 3 8 * " finished t h e gen-eral w,11 form his plans, and then w e will k n o w w h a t 

fiedSdt ° U t , f ° r T h e * * p P e a r s well forti-
fied , and their h e a v y guns g ive them a g r e a t advan t -
age over us, our small pieces being of. no use in bat-
ter ing down their walls. All w e have to do is to take 
theirs, andtrnse them against themselves ! T h e i j reat 
est enthusiasm prevails among men and officers, and a 
perfect confidence of success is expressed. I n our i«r 
no rance of its fortifications, no idea can be formed I f 
the tune tha t will be consumed in taking i t ; but the 
genera l impression is, that the s t ruggle will be fierce 
but soon over . «e ice , 



Sep tember 20th. M a j o r Mansfield, in c h a r g e of a 
reconnoi te r ing pa r ty , escor ted by Captain Gillespie's 
c o m p a n y of Range r s , left yes t e rday at 4 P .M. to re-, 
connoiter the works to the wes t of the town. H e r e -
tu rned a t 10 P.M. , hav ing r eached within five hundred 
yards , w h e n he was fired upon with g r ape . T h e whole 
pa r ty w a s repea ted ly fired upon. H e thinks the w o r k s 
on the heights above the palace quite s t rong, but that 
they can be car r ied by assault wi thout much difficulty. 
Reconnoissances a re act ively going on. Genera l T a y -
lor decided upon sending Genera l W o r t h with his di-
vision to take possession of the Saltillo road , and s torm 
the heights to the west of the city. T h e division march -
ed at noon in capital spirits. T o this division w a s at-
t ached Colonel H a y ' s regiment , and Capta ins M'Cul-
lough's and Gillespie 's Range r s . T h e remain ing di-
visions a re left for the w o r k in the plain and on the 
eas t of the city. T h e spot upon which w e a r e en-
camped is called W a l n u t Grove, and is said to be a 
fashionable rendezvous for the exclusives of Mon te r ey . 
A more cha rming spot for a pic-nic could not possibly 
be desired. 

T h e works which command the approaches to the 
c i ty appear to be as fo l lows: on the west, the bishop's 
palace , and a for t on a height c o m m a n d i n g i t ; to the 
north, the citadel, a regu la r bast ion-work ; and to the 
east, several de tached redoubts : the s treets a re said 
to be ba r r i caded . 

At 4 P . M. one reg iment f rom each br igade of the 
1st and Volunteer Division, wi th Ridgely 's , Bragg ' s , 
and Webs t e r ' s batteries, w e r e o rde red out into the 
plain to make a diversion in favor of Genera l W o r t h . 
Genera l T a y l o r and his staff w e r e out, and w e present-
ed quite an imposing a p p e a r a n c e . T h e troops and the 
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sur roundmg scenery m a d e quite a s t r iking pic ture 
W e t »ought we could t race by the dust t h e ^ u r s e o i 
W o r t h s column. A fire was kept up at the t ra in f rom 
the height above the bishop's palace. Dur ing the af t-
ernoon a ba t te ry was commenced for the mortar . Af t -
er dusk some shots w e r e fired at us and the w o r k i n . 
S i A " k a " t h G t r ° ° P S ^ u - e d but the 3d 
o ' H n I r y t a b a t t e r y 5 r e m a i n e d - t i l 9 
T h l v w C ° T / e r e C t i ° n ° f t h e ba t te ry . 
T h e y w e r e rel ieved by the 4th Infant ry and the 1st 

t h l ^ H ^ n ' K r t U C k y V ° , U n t e e r S ' W h ° G a i n e d upon 
l ound h T h e m ° r t a r a n d t W ° twentv-four-
pound howitzers w e r e established dur ing the night and 
will p robably open upon the c i ty in the morn ing 

Sep tember 21st . Dur ing the night an express was 
rece ived f rom Genera l W o r t h , s ta t ing he had a r r ived 

wes t o f T h r " ' d / t 0 r m t W ° h G i g h t S t o t h e s - t h -
w e of i I T " b e f ° r e S t ° r m i n g t h G h e i g h t E r e c t l y 
wes t of it. A b o u t 7 A.M. the 1st and Volunteer Di-
visions w e r e ordered under arms, and advanced to-
w a r d the city. T h e mor ta r and howitzer bat ter ies 
opened but wi th little or no effect. Genera l T a y l o 
directed the 1st Division to be moved toward the eas t 
of the ci ty to suppor t Major Mansfield in a close recon-
noissance of the enemy ' s works . T h e division ( o w i n -
to the indisposition of General T w i g g s , w h o had no . 
idea the act ion w a s to be brought on, and w a s at first 
m camp, but immedia te ly repaired to the field) was 
under the command of Colonel Gar land, 4th In fan t ry 
T h e 4th Infan t ry , under M a j o r Allen, being at the mor-' 
a r ba t tery , the division wen t into action with the 3d 

Infan t ry , commanded by M a j o r L e a r , the 4th Br igade 
commanded by Colonel Wilson, consisting of the 1st' 
Infantry, commanded by M a j o r Abercrombie , and the 



Bal t imore Battalion under Colonel Wa t son , and B r a g g ' s 
and Ridgely ' s batteries. M a j o r Mansfield w a s di rect -
ed by General T a y l o r to bring on the act ion, if he thought 
the works could be car r ied . T h e reconnoi ter ing pa r ty 
w a s first suppor ted by Company C., 3d Infan t ry , under 
the command of L ieu tenan t Hazli t t , and re-enforced, 
upon application, by C o m p a n y H . , 3d Infan t ry , under 
the command of Captain Field. 

T h e division w a s formed in line of battle out of 
r each of the guns of the enemy, w h e n orders w e r e 
b rought for us to a d v a n c e (by L ieu tenan t Pope , topo-
graphica l engineer , and Colonel Kinney , w h o was ac t -
ing as volunteer a id-de-camp), make our w a y into the 
ci ty, and s torm bat te ry N o . 1, a t the ex t reme eas te rn 
end. As w e advanced , ba t t e ry N o . 1 opened upon us. 
T h e first shot fired s t ruck immediately in front of our 
line and r icoched over it. A n enfilading fire w a s 
opened upon us f rom the citadel. T h e line steadily 
but rapidly advanced , regard less of all fire ; impor tan t 
w o r k w a s to be per formed, and w e had made up our 
minds to c a r r y all before us at the point of the bay-
onet . F o r five hundred y a r d s w e advanced across a 
plain under fire of the two batteries. W e rushed into 
the streets . Unfor tunate ly , we did not turn soon enough 
to the left, and had advanced but a short dis tance w h e n 

. w e c a m e suddenly upon an u n k n o w n bat tery , which 
opened its dead ly fire upon us. F r o m all its embra-
sures , f rom every house, f rom e v e r y ya rd , showers of 
balls w e r e hurled upon us. Being in ut ter ignorance 
of our locali ty, w e had to stand and t ake i t ; our men, 
cover ing themselves as we l l as they could, dealt death 
and dest ruct ion on e v e r y s ide ; there was no resist ing 
the dead ly , concealed fire, which appea red to come 
f rom e v e r y direction. On eve ry side w e w e r e cut 

down . M a j o r B a r b o u r was the first officer w h o w a s 
shot d o w n ; he fell, cheer ing his men. H e w a s kified 
by an escopet ball pass ing th rough his h e l t H p 
neve k e ; h i g ^ J ™ ^ 

^ n d l o o k - o n e " G o d bless 

W e re t i red into the next s t reet , unde r cover of some 
w a I s a n d ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ m 

B a r b o u r W a s carr ied. H e r e w e r e ly ing the 2 
wounded and dying. Capta in Wil l iams, of the topo 
g raph ica l corps, lay on one side of t h - . . ^ 
e d ; the gal lant M ^ M a ^ ^ ^ ^ g 
sUll pressed on with unabated ardor , c h e e r i n , the J e f 
and pointing out places of a t tack. It was in this s^ee t ' 
I s a w the ga l lan t Colonel Wa t son , followed b ^ a few 
of his men (some of them w e r e pe rsuad ing him to re 
Ure). N e v e r shall I forget the an imated express on of 
h.s coun tenance when , in tak ing a drink f rom t h e can 
teen of o n e of his men, he exclaimed, "Never boy 
never will I y i e l d a n i n c h , ! h a v e { o q ' • 
n me t o g l v e u p ,„ A ^ ^ blood 

f e
k

W a s a C O r P s e - L ieutenant Bragg ' s ba t t e ry a r 
nved about this time. H e reached the s ^ e t into w h i c h 
w e had ret , red, but it w a s impossible for him to do a n y 

fo r L , T S
u

h e S t r U ^ ' e a t t h i s P - n t hopeless, our 
force Originally hav ing been deemed only sufficient to 
c a r r y ba t te ry No. 1, wi thout any e x p e c t a t L of foding 
some two or three o thers rak ing us, we w e r e ordered"! 
T r Z r Q J V W i t h t h e ° f a t t a c k i n " t h e ba t t e ry 
at a more salient point. In the mean time, Captain 
Backus , of the 1st Infant ry , succeeded in s t a t i o n n e 
himself, with some fifty men, in a t an-yard , wh ich w a ! 
about one hundred and thir ty y a r d s in the r e a r of Z -



t e r y N o . 1, and n e a r e r the t o w n ; in this ya rd w a s a 
shed, fac ing b a t t e r y N o . 1 : its roof w a s flat, encom-
passed by a wal l about two feet high, wh ich w a s an ex-
cellent b reas t -work for his men . About t w e n t y y a r d s to 
the southwes t of the ba t t e ry w a s a l a rge building, wi th 
v e r y thick walls, used a s a dist i l lery. On the top of 
this building sand-bag embrasu res had been construct-
ed, and it w a s occupied by the enemy . T h e g o r g e ol 
ba t t e ry N o . 1 w a s open toward the shed. Capta in 
Backus , wi th his men, d rove the e n e m y f rom the distil-
le ry wi th considerable loss. About this t ime he re-
ceived information tha t w e had been o rde red to re t i re . 
O u r firing hav ing ceased, he w a s about w i t h d r a w i n g , 
w h e n he aga in hea rd firing in f ront of the bat tery , and 
at the s ame t ime all the guns of the ba t te ry opened in 
the direct ion of the fire. T h i s w a s the a d v a n c e of two 
companies of 4th Infant ry , about ninety s t rong , upon 
w h o m the fire of the enemy ' s ba t ter ies w e r e concen-
t ra ted . a n d ac tua l ly m o w e d them d o w n . It w a s actu-
al ly ninety men advanc ing to s torm a w o r k defended 
b y five hundred ! I t w a s he re the gal lant Hosk .ns and 
W o o d s fell, b rave ly cheer ing their men, and the gen-
erous G r a h a m w a s wounded . Backus determined to 
re ta in his pos i t ion; repos ted his men on the roof of the 
shed, and shot down the e n e m y at their guns , firing 
t h rough the open g o r g e of the work . 

A t this t ime the Mississippi and T e n n e s s e e regi -
ments , under the c o m m a n d of Genera l Qu i tman , ad-
vanced under a v e r y heavy fire, and gained possession 
of the ba t te ry , a f ter a v e r y severe loss. T h e gal l ing 
fire of Backus saved m a n y of their gal lant men. T h e 
g r e a t e r pa r t of the e n e m y had been dr iven from the 
w o r k before it w a s taken possession of by the com-
mand of Genera l Q u i t m a n . Major -genera l But ler w a s 

wounded in the l eg whi le leading, in company wi th 
Genera l H a m e r , the 1st Ohio Regiment . In re t i r ing 
f rom the ci ty, w e w e r e exposed to a gal l ing fire f rom 
the ci tadel . A ball took a man ' s head off, a n d t h r e w it 
and par t of his gun high in the air . 

W h e n the division re- formed our terr ible loss be-
came appa ren t . In the 3d Infan t ry , its ga l lan t com-
mander , Major L e a r , w a s severe ly wounded by a ball 
en ter ing at his nostril and coming out at the back of 
his ear . L ieu tenan t D. S . I rwin , ad ju tan t of the 3d 
Infantry, w a s killed by a shot in the neck. Capta in G. 
P. Field w a s killed by L a n c e r s while ret i r ing. Lieu-
tenant Hoskins , of the 4th Infantry, L ieu tenan t W o o d s , 
of the 2d (serving with the 4th), w e r e killed, and Lieu-
tenant G r a h a m mortal ly wounded. M a j o r A b e r c r o m -
bie, of the 1st In fan t ry , w a s slightly wounded ; Cap-
tain L a Mot te w a s shot in the a r m ; L ieu tenan t Dill-
wor th had a leg shot off; L ieutenant T e r r e t w a s wound-
ed and taken pr isoner . T h e division was then o r d e r e d 
to the cap tu red w o r k to suppor t Ridgely ' s ba t te ry , 
about being o rde red into the city. 

Dur ing this t ime the mor ta r and three twen ty- four -
pound howitzers w e r e p laying upon the c i t y ; one of 
them, hav ing been taken to the captured work , w a s 
now firing into F o r t Diablo. Whi le under cover of 
the ba t te ry , w e w e r e ordered to en te r the c i ty imme-
diately, and ca r ry , if possible, a w o r k of the e n e m y ap-
parent ly but a f ew s t reets off. T h e c o m m a n d wh ich 
wen t on tha t fearful expedit ion was chiefly m a d e up 
f rom the 3d and 4th Infant ry . T h e moment w e left 
the cover of the work w e w e r e exposed to a gal l ing 
fire of musket ry , escopets , and ar t i l lery . W e pushed 
steadily along, t ak ing a d v a n t a g e of e v e r y shelter to 
approach the work. Captain L . N . Morris , 3d Infan-
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t ry , led the column. Crossing one street , w e w e r e ex-
posed in full to the guns (mounted in barbet te) of a 
te te de pont, w h i c h commanded the passage of E l 
Puen t e Pur iss ima. T h e lire from it was perfect ly a w -
ful. W e advanced th rough several g a r d e n s and streets , 
and at last worked our w a y to a spot w h e r e w e w e r e 
slightly shel tered f rom the shower of lead. T h e ene-
my had occupied these houses, and w e r e dr iven f rom 
t h e m by the de te rmined advance of our men. W e 
could not proceed any fur ther , having arr ived at an 
impassable s t r eam, on the opposite side of which the 
enemy w e r e in force with th ree pieces of ar t i l lery, 
f rom which an incessant fire w a s kept up on us. In 
fact , e v e r y s t ree t w a s blockaded, and e v e r y house a 
for t i f ica t ion; and on all sides our gal lant officers and 
men w e r e shot down. Our command did not number 
over one hundred and fifty, and the e n e m y w e r e a t 
least a thousand s t rong at the br idge . It would have 
been madness to s torm it w i t h a force so inadequate . 

It w a s at this point tha t Capta in L . N . Morr is , whi le 
b rave ly leading his regiment , received a mor ta l w o u n d ; 
the shot passed th rough his body, killing him imme-
diately. Going into action with five seniors, a t this 
cr i t ical moment the command of the 3d In fan t ry de-
volved upon myself. Capta in Bainbr idge had been 
wounded in the hand just a f ter leaving the cap tu red 
ba t t e ry . A f ew moments af ter Capta in Mor r i s fell, 
L ieu tenant Hazli t t , of the 3d, received his dea th-wound. 
H e r e it was tha t the undaunted courage and b r ave ry of 
the Amer ican soldier showed itself. Al though exposed 
to a deadly fire, they would a d v a n c e by file,assure them-
selves of their aim, fire, re t i re and load, and again re-
turn to the spot w h e r e the balls w e r e flying thick and 
fast. At one time a whole regiment , coming to re-en-



force the command a l r eady at the br idge, was ex-
posed to the fire of our men : it was v e r y effective. 

Major W . G r a h a m w a s the senior officer of the 4th 
Infant ry with this advanced command . T h e e n e m y 
being s t rongly re-enforced, ou r ca r t r idges nea r ly ex-
hausted, t he c o m m a n d was o rde red to re t i re . This 
-was done coollv and calmly, under (if possible) an in-
creased fire. On a r r iv ing nea r the cap tured ba t te ry 
the command w a s forced to lie down flat in the road, 
under cover of a v e r y small embankment of an irri-
ga t ing ditch, for more than an hour, exposed to an in-
cessan t fire of bullets, ball, and shells, until o rdered to 
take position under cover of the captured work . 

L ieu tenan t Ridgely , wi th a section of his ba t te ry , 
advanced to the s t ree t leading to the " tête de pont, 
and fired several rounds, but, finding they w e r e per-
fectly useless, his pieces w e r e w i t h d r a w n . Lieuten-
ant B ragg , wi th his ba t te ry , put to flight some little 
show of a cha rge of Lance r s . Capta in Sh ivers , wi th 
his company , did good service. T h e volunteers w e r e 
all o rde red to camp, except ing the 1st Ken tucky , which 
w a s not in the action, h a v i n g been kept as a gua rd 
ovèr the m o r t a r . T h e y , wi th the 1st, 3d, and 4th In-
fan t ry , and Capta in Shivers ' s company, w e r e ordered 
to remain , to hold the captured work . 

Jus t before dark an express arr ived from Genera l 
W o r t h s tat ing that he had beensuccess fu l in tak ing two 
heights, and would s torm the one commanding the Bish-
op's Pa lace to -mor row a t day-dawn. T h e r e was a 
smile of satisfaction pâssed over our good general 's 
face, and w h e n it w a s announced to the command 
w e g a v e three cheers . A t r averse w a s immediate ly 
t h r o w n up, under the super in tendence of Lieutenant 
Scar r i t t , Engineers , as a cover from the fire of the cit-

adel. T h e 3d Infantry, wi th two companies of the 1st 
Ken tucky Reg iment , occupied the bat tery, the ba lance 
the distillery and houses in the neighborhood. T h e 
night set in cold, and, to complete our misery, it rain-
ed ; the men had nei ther dinner nor supper, and, with-
out even a blanket, w e r e forced to lie down in the mud. 
B a t t e r y No. 1 mounted five pieces : one twelve-pound-
er, one nine, two sixes, and one howitzer . 

W h i l e such w e r e the operat ions under the immedi-
a te eye of General Tay lo r , Genera l W o r t h , wi th his di-
vision, was moving for the Saltillo road . A large body 
of cava l ry and some infantry disputed his fur ther pass-
age . T h e cha rge of the cava l ry was met by the battalion 
of l ight t roops under Captain C. F . Smi th , and Captain 
M'Cullough 's c o m p a n y of Range r s . T h e enemy charg-
ed by squadrons, and had to turn the foot of a hill be-
fore reaching our men. On they came, our men stand-
ing like rocks, and m a n y a saddle was emptied by their 
unerr ing aim. T h e first squadron was complete ly mix-
ed up with our advance , w h e n on came the second. 
Lieutenant H a y s , of Duncan ' s bat tery, unlimbered the 
guns in a minute, and poured in round shot ove r the 
heads of our men. This dispersed the whole body, and 
the c ry was , " Sauve qui peut / " In this sha rp engage-
ment , the enemy, it is presumed, lost one hundred , the 
colonel a m o n g the number . 

As soon as the cava l ry had retired, the enemy (from 
" Independence Hill ," wes t of the Palace) opened upon 
our column a fire from a twelve-pounder . Under this 
fire the division marched two miles, incurr ing v e r y 
little, if any loss. Out of r ange of this height, another 
ba t te ry of one g u n opened from a hill, called " Federa-
ción" (between these heights the road to Saltillp runs) , 
and continued the fire until the division march ing on 
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the Saltillo road w e r e out of r ange . A t this point 
Genera l W o r t h decided to s torm the ba t t e ry on Fed-
eracion Hill . Capta in C. F . Smi th , 2d Art i l lery, was 
selected, wi th about three hundred men, half regulars , 
and the rest Texans , under M a j o r Cheval ier , for this 
service. Af ter the depa r tu re of Captain Smith, Cap-
tain Miles, wi th the 7th Infant ry , w a s o rde red to m a r c h 
to his suppor t . H i s o rders required him to take a di-
rec t route to the hill, t h rough a cornfield, wh ich would 
afford him slight shelter . 

T h e a d v a n c e of Captain Miles w a s unobserved by 
the enemy until he had nea r ly reached the small s t r eam 
(the Ar royo Topa ) which runs south of the ci ty, and 
courses its w a y along the base of the hill upon which 
the ba t t e ry w a s situated. As soon as the head of the 
column debouched, a d i scharge of g r a p e w a s opened 
upon them, wi thou t injuring a man . Before cross ing 
the r iver , two more d i scharges of g r a p e w e r e rece ived, 
and the Infant ry stationed upon the hill commenced a 
plunging fire—not a man w a s injured. As the regi -
ment crossed the ri'ver, it was formed under a point of 
rock, out of reach of the enemy. De tachment s w e r e 
then sent f o rward under Lieu tenants Gran t , Lit t le, and 
G a r d n e r , to keep the enemy employed, and divert their 
a t tent ion f rom the advance of Captain Smi th . 

About this t ime Colonel Smith, command ing the 2d 
Br igade , ar r ived, with the 5th Infant ry , and o rde red 
Capta in Miles, wi th the 7th, to fol low tha t regiment in 
an a t tack upon For t Soldado, a t e m p o r a r y b reas t -work 
on an eminence to the southeast of Fede rac ion . As 
the br igade moved on, it was discovered tha t Capta in 
Smith, wi th his command, had possession of the height . 
T h e 2d Br igade formed in line within four hundred 
y a r d s of the redoubt , and rapidly advanced . It receiv-

ed one d ischarge of g r a p e from a twelve-pounder , and 
not a few escopet ba l l s ; several w e r e wounded T h e 
advance continued rapid ly until within a hundred yards , 
w h e n the c h a r g e was m a d e at double quick. T h e en-
emy fled m e v e r y direct ion. 

In this affair the left wing of the 7th en te red the re-' 
doubt wi th tha t of the 5th. T h e r e w e r e also m a n V 

of Captain Blanchard ' s gal lant c o m p a n y of Louis iana 
Volunteers and T e x a n R a n g e r s well up with the ad-
vance each and all s t r iv ing for the post of honor. 
Colonel Smi th immediate ly m a d e the following dispo-
sition of his c o m m a n d : Captain Smi th to retain pos-
session of the first height s tormed ; Captain Miles, wi th 
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Scot t , wi th the s th Infan t ry , to move on the same r idge, 
fur ther east In this position the 2d Br igade remained 
dur ing the af ternoon and n ight of the 2 1 s t ; the 7th In-
fan t ry receiving, for several hours, the fire f rom the 
b i s h o p s Pa lace , which was re tu rned by the cap tured 
gun under c h a r g e of Lieutenant Dana , of the 7th In-
fan t ry Soon af ter dark , General W o r t h communica-
ted with Colonel Smith, informing him that at d a y b r e a k 
the next morning he intended s to rming the height 
above the Bishop's Palace , and tha t Captain Miles 
with three companies of the 7th, must move in the d i ' 
rect ion of the Pa lace , to c r ea t e a diversion. 

Sep tember 22d>, L e t us r e tu rn to the eastern Ex-
t remi ty of the ci ty, w h e r e the command occupying bat-
te ry N o . 1, as soon as d a y dawned , w e r e forced °to lie 
flat down m the mud to cover themselves f rom the 
spiteful fire f rom F o r t Diablo, which w a s incessant ly 
kept up. Jus t a t the g r a y d a w n of day , lying on m y 
back, I witnessed the s torming of the height which 
commanded the Bishop's Pa lace . T h e first intimation 



w e had of it w a s the d ischarge of musket ry near the 
top of the hill. E a c h flash looked like an e lectr ic spark . 
T h e flashes and the whi te smoke ascended the hill side 
steadily, as if worked by mach ine ry . T h e da rk space 
be tween the apex of the height and the cur l ing smoke 
of the m u s k e t r y b e c a m e less and less, until the whole 
b e c a m e enveloped in smoke, and w e k n e w it w a s gal-
lantly car r ied . It was a glorious sight, and quite 
w a r m e d up our cold and chilled bodies. 

F i r ing commenced on us as soon as the d a y c lever ly 
dawned . M a n y shells w e r e t h r o w n f rom the citadel, 
none of which burst i n the work , a l though they fell all 
a r o u n d us. L ieu tenan t Sca r r i t t w a s busily employed 
put t ing the ba t t e ry and distil lery in a bet ter s ta te of de-
fense. Capta in Ba inb r idge assumed c o m m a n d of the 
3d In fan t ry in the morning. T h e 1st, 3d, and 4th In-
fan t ry , and K e n t u c k y reg iment w e r e relieved b y a 
c o m m a n d under Genera l Qu i tman , of Colonel Davis ' s 
Mississippi regiment . Re turn ing to camp, w e w e r e 
exposed to a c ross and enfilading fire from the enemy ' s 
ba t te r ies . A corpora l of the 4th Infant ry w a s cut in 
two, and one man wounded . W e had to scat ter a long 
to p reven t being fired at in a body. T h e division w e r e 
del ighted to r e a c h their camp, to have one night 's res t . 
W e had hardly ar r ived when an express came in, s ta t ing 
tha t Genera l W o r t h had car r ied the cast le , and another , 
f rom whence , I presume, will never be known, that the 
e n e m y w e r e coming out to mee t us in the plain ! W e 
w e r e aga in immediate ly under arms, and m a r c h e d o u t ; 
no e n e m y appear ing , w e re turned . A t sunset the reg-
iment followed to the g r a v e the remains of the lament-
ed Morr i s . 

A t dayl ight on the 22d, as I have previously men-
tioned, the a t t ack w a s made upon the height com-
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m a n d i n g the Bishop's Palace , by a command under 
Colonel Childs, composed of ar t i l lery and in fan t ry and 
some T e x a n s under Colonel Hays . At the moment 
the s torming p a r t y commenced the ascent , the com-
mand under Captain Miles descended toward the pal-
ace, g iving three cheers to a t t rac t the attention of the 
enemy ; in re turn for their cheeis , they received a 
shower of g r a p e . This movement held the e n e m y in 
check at the castle, and prevented him f rom succor ing 
his flying forces on the hill above, which was ca r r i ed 
wi th g r e a t ga l l an t ry and slight loss. Capta in Gilles-
pie fell mor ta l ly wounded, the first man to en te r the 
breas t -work. Soon a f te r , Genera l W o r t h ordered up 
the 5th Infant ry , Captain Smith ' s command , and Cap-
tain B lancha rd ' s c o m p a n y of Louis iana Volunteers , to 
re-enforce Colonel Childs. W i t h g r e a t exertion, a how-
itzer w a s placed in position, under c h a r g e of Lieuten-
ant Roland, which played wi th a plunging fire upon 
the cast le with g r e a t precision and effect. A light corps 
under Captain Vinton, composed of art i l lery, Blan-
chard ' s c o m p a n y and Texans , on the left of the hill, 
kept up a continued fire of musket ry , which w a s re-' 
turned with spirit b y the enemy. 

About noon the Mexican c a v a l r y deployed before 
the palace, and m a d e an a t tempt to c h a r g e our skirm-
ishers: T h e y w e r e repulsed, and pursued closely b y 
Vinton's command, prevent ing m a n y f rom aga in enter-
ing the castle, rushing in themselves through e v e r y 
opening, and dr iving the e n e m y wi th consternat ion be-
fore them. L ieu tenan t A y e r s was the first to en te r 
and pull d o w n the flag of the enemy, and run up the 
star-spangled banner . Grea t credit is due to Cap ta in 
Vinton for his ga l lan t ry . General W o r t h , a f t e r the 
cast le was taken, moved down all his forces and am-
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munition t ra in f rom the r a n c h of the Saltillo road, and 
so remained dur ing the night of the 22d, di rect ing the 
5th In fan t ry and Blanchard 's company to re turn to the 
redoubt on the hill, w h e r e the 7th w a s stat ioned. 

Sep tember 23d. F r o m our c a m p w e had the pleas-
u re of hea r ing Genera l W o r t h open upon the town 
f rom the cast le about 7 o'clock. A repor t w a s c i rcu-
la ted tha t the enemy w e r e a t tempt ing to escape. T h e 
whole command w a s immedia te ly unde r a rms , and 
marched almost wi th in r a n g e of the enemy ' s guns. So 
m a n y commanding points w e r e in our possession, tha t 
w e w e r e momentar i ly in expecta t ion of their capitula-
tion. I t w a s cheer ing to see W o r t h pour ing it into 
them, and that , too, wi th their own pieces and ammu-
nition. T h e rap id d ischarge of smal l -arms at the east-
e rn end of the ci ty g a v e not ice tha t the engagemen t 
had aga in commenced . T h e regiment of T e x a s cav-
a l ry under Colonel W o o d s had dismounted, and, wi th 
the Mississippians, under Colonel Davis , w e r e sharp ly 
a t work . T h e Mississippians at d a y b r e a k took posses-
sion of F o r t Diablo (from wh ich w e had received such 
a des t ruct ive fire on the 21st and 22d), without any re -
sistance, the e n e m y hav ing abandoned it, taking with 
them their guns dur ing the night. Genera l Q u i t m a n 
w a s in command . T h e s e t roops fought most gal lant-
ly, dr iv ing the e n e m y before them f rom house to house, 
their rifles picking the moff w h e r e v e r a Mexican ' s body 
or head presented itself. 

B ragg ' s ba t t e ry w a s ordered into the city, and the 
3d In fan t ry w a s ordered to support it. W h e n w e got 
within r a n g e of the guns of the ci tadel , the b a t t e r y 
crossed the field of fire at full g a l l o p ; not one w a s in-
jured. T h e 3d took a more circui tous route, and c a m e 
up under cover . W h e n w e a r r ived the ci ty had been 

cleared of the e n e m y on a line with, and within two 
squares of, the Cathedral , wh ich is si tuated in the main 
Plaza, and in which they had been concentra ted. Gen-
eral Qu i tman , Genera l Hende r son , General L a m a r , 
Colonel W o o d , and Colonel Davis all d isplayed distin-
guished g a l l a n t r y ; severa l of their men w e r e wound-
ed, and some f ew killed. Bragg ' s ba t t e ry and the 3d 
In fan t ry dashed in among them, and shared the fight 
for the remainder of the day . T h e firing w a s v e r y se-
vere , but nothing compared to t ha t on the 21st , excep t 
at one s t ree t running direct ly f rom the Cathedra l . T o 
cross tha t s t ree t you had to pass through a shower of 
bullets. One of Bragg ' s pieces p layed up this s t ree t 
wi th v e r y little effect, as the weight of metal w a s en-
tirely too light. S e r g e a n t W e i g h t m a n , Bragg ' s first 
sergeant , w o r k e d his piece like a hero, and was shot 
th rough the hea r t while a iming his gun. T h e Mexi-
cans, wheneve r the piece was pointed at them, would 
fall behind their bar r icade , and at that t ime w e could 
cross without a certainty of being s h o t ; as soon as it 
was fired, their balls (as if bushels of h ickory nuts, 
w e r e hurled a t us) swep t the street . Our men crossed 
it in squads. " Go it, my boys / " and a w a y some would 
s t a r t ; o thers would wai t until the enemy had foolishly 
expended a t space their bullets, and then they would 
cross. 

Genera l T a y l o r was in town with his staff, on foot, 
walk ing about, per fec t ly regard less of danger . H e 
w a s very imprudent in the exposure of his person. H e 
crossed the s t reet in which the re was such a terr ible 
fire in a walk, and by e v e r y chance should h a v e been 
shot. I ran across wi th some of my men, and remind-
ed him how much he was exposing himself, to wh ich 
he ' replied. " Take that ax and knock in that door." 



W h e n w e commenced on the door the occupant signi-
fied by put t ing the key in and unlocking it, if we had 
no objection, he would save us the trouble. It turned 
out to be quite an extensive apothecary-shop T h e 
propr ie tor , Doc to r San J u a n ( there a r e more St . Johns 
m this coun t ry than stones), w a s a v e r y respectable-
looking Esculapius , and offered us some delicious, r ipe 
limes and cool wa te r . I took some of the former , but 
declined the lat ter , as it was-hinted it might be poison-
ed. Une of the men, not so sensitive, m a d e himself a 
governor lemonade, and told me it w a s " f i r s t rate," and 
advised m e to take some. T h e doctor said Ampudia 
w a s in the Plaza with four thousand men, and tha t two 
thousand w e r e in the citadel. T h e house on the op-
posite corner had been broken open. I t w a s a g r o c e r y 
s tore ; ,n it the men found bread and o ther edibles 
Burs t ing open another door, w e c a m e upon five r a the r 
genteel-looking women, wi th some children, and one or 
two men. T h e y w e r e on their knees, each with a cru-
cifix, begging for m e r c y . As soon as they s a w me, 
the c r y w a s «Capi tano ! capitano !" I reassured them 
by shaking hands, and, by the expression of my coun-
tenance , signified there was no danger . T h e y ap-
peared v e r y gra te fu l to find their throats w e r e not to 

h l T f A h h Z g h w e are fierce,y fiShtinS' and 

blood of our officers and men has freely flowed, ye t 
not one ac t of unkindness have I heard repor ted as 
being commit ted by e i ther regu la r or volunteer 

General Tay lo r , finding the field-pieces of little use, 
o rde red us to re t i re to camp as soon as the volunteers 
had w i t h d r a w n . T h e i r w i thdrawa l w a s ordered upon 
he supposition that General W o r t h would commence 

th rowing shells into the city in the af ternoon. T h e 
mor ta r w a s sent to him yes t e rday . It w a s a difficult 

such a d e g r e e of politeness should not hav4 been ex 

t h e - t s a t e h o u r - T h e flas i s a 

T " r e i o r t ^ ^ 
ing the heights w i t i p a J E S S ' S ^ ^ d 
not General W o r t h taken possession of the Salfillo 
- a d , I question whether many would not h a v ! b n 

r / S d ; f h y ; T J r f a r they have f o ^ h t — w 
t S P o Z s e T . e n d U r a D C e a n d W 1 d i d not think 

On our m a r c h back to camp, I w a s v e r y much amus-
ed at a r emark of an I r i s h m a n : " F a i t h , boys, w e l 7 v e 

had a W a t e r l o o time of i t ; th ree days ' fighfingT Z 
F r e n c h fought against the combined powers o f l u r o p e 
w e a re the combined powers of E u r o p e and A m e r i c a I 
W e have a little of all a m o n g us, and * w h o l e 

While such w e r e the operat ions at our end of the 
city Genera l W o r t h d i rec ted the twelve-pounder U p 
tared m F o r t Soldado to be taken to a point I S 
e a s t a n d p l d i n p o s i t j o n t Q ^ ^ 

tain Chapman ' s company of the 5th In fan t ry had the 
immedia te c h a r g e of it. I ts fire had the effect of d r iv ! 
m g the enemy f rom their lines border ing the river 
M a j o r no longer Captain Mar t in , though the same in 
history) Scot t showed he w a s as a p t wi th a twelve-
pounder as a rifle. I presume, if the Mexicans had 
known he was up there , they would have decided the 

a L T f b ° U t
J
 1 0 A " M - t h e 7 t h I n f a n t r y evacu-

ated the redoubt and joined General W o r t h a t the Pal-



ace, p r epa ra to ry to enter ing the city. In these differ-
ent operat ions their loss w a s very incons iderable ; the 
res is tance offered was of a different cha r ac t e r f rom 
that a t the eas te rn end of the city, w h e r e the e n e m y 
w e r e concent ra ted . 

Capta in M ' K a v e t t , of the 8th Infant ry , was killed b y 
a cannon ball as he w a s march ing a round the base of 
the hill, on the morn ing of the 21st. Lieutenant Pot-
ter , 7th Infant ry , was wounded in s torming the redoubt , 
and Lieutenant Rossell, 5th Infant ry , was wounded in 
the a t tack upon the Palace . A command was formed, 
composed of Major Brown ' s c o m p a n y of Art i l lery, Cap-
tain Blanchard ' s company , and o n e or t w o companies 
of T e x a n R a n g ers, with a piece of ar t i l lery f rom 
M'Kal l ' s Bat te ry , all under command of Major Brown, 
and directed to march back on the road to Saltillo 
and take possession of an extensive mill, holding them-
selves r eady to repel succor and cut off re t rea t . 

L ieu tenant M e a d e , of the Topographica l Corps , had 
reconnoi tered the c i ty in company with Captain M'Cul-
lough, and found the enemy had abandoned it as f a r as the 
Plaza , in which is located the cemetery . Capta in Miles 
w a s o rde red to de tach three companies, and take the 
s t reet neares t to the river. Colonel Stanniford had a 
similar order , as r ega rds the 8th Infant ry , to take the 
next s t reet nor th ; the first w a s led by Capta in Holmes, 
the la t ter by Captain Scr iven. Both part ies r eached 
the ceme te ry without a shot f rom the enemy, and took 
possession of it. I ts wall had been loop-holed and pre-
pa red for defense. E a c h of these commands w e r e fol-
lowed by a piece of ar t i l lery . Af te r these came Col-
onel Childs with the Art i l lery Battal ion, and Captain 
Miles wi th the r ema inde r of the 7th and a c o m p a n y 
of the 8th Infan t ry , the la t ter pro tec t ing the m o r t a r 

2 , 1 
and ammunit ion t rain which hn<\ h 
Genera l T a v l o r T h ! ? 6 6 n S e n t r o U Q d by «i a «tyior. i ¡he mor ta r w a s l^ft in »1, 3 

and soon placed in p o s i t l o n ¿ ™ ™ l l t « « * > r v , 
by Lieutenant Lovell c L Z T , a s s , s t e d 

with (heir c o m m a n d s h a T h M d S c ™ . 
th rough the s Z T * , , , ^ ° r d e r e d t o a d ™ n c e 
o e n j g j T t Z Z T Z : S q " a r e " a d V M ™ ° f 

enemy. Colonel ChHd f n T " " " g a « e d " i l h ">e 
Cap J n s t ™ a d , „ e ° ' , a T ; d ^ T * " P O " W h i < * 
- W e h i , was d e e m e d T ^ o ' r a „ , Z M " r P > ™ 
» a s ordered to his s „ Z T V n '' " " " " " M i l e s 

the 7th, was wounded T h e f " ^ G a t " " ' ° f 

- v e r of the walls, ^ L e Z l ^ J Z ^ ^ 

of the 5th, under Captain fem S , ™ * 
b y three m o r e companies ' 

» e l Duncan was p , a y i „ g d o w n 

of his men „ „ „ „ . e d , was f o Z T l X ^ I 



t roops m the P laza took possession of the houses o n 
both sides, and r e s t e d on the i r a r m s until day l igh t 
D u r i n g the n igh t L i eu t enan t Lovel l t h r e w shells w i th 
g r e a t a c c u r a c y a n d execu t ion , t he e n e m y r e t u r n i n g 
thei r fire w i th shells f r o m thei r h o w i t z e r s . M o r e t han 
once did b o m b and shell c ross each o the r in thei r a i r y 
flight. L i e u t e n a n t G a r d n e r , of t he 7th, g r e a t l y distin-
gu i shed himself in l e a d i n g the a d v a n c e of t he 7 th w i th 
l a d d e r s and p ickaxes . A t one t ime n e a r l y all his com-
m a n d w e r e e i t he r ki l led o r w o u n d e d . Q u a r t e r m a s t e r -
s e r g e a n t H e n r y , of the 7th, w a s consp icuous fo r his 
g a l l a n t r y . 

S e p t e m b e r 24th. In the m o r n i n g all w a s quiet , and 
s h o r t l y a f t e r revei l le w e h e a r d tha t Colonel M u r i n o had 
a r r i v e d m c a m p wi th a flag of t ruce , and w i t h an of fer 
f r o m Gene ra l A m p u d i a to s u r r e n d e r the city, if Gene ra l 
i a y l o r wou ld pe rmi t him to m a r c h out w i th his t roops 

and all t he publ ic p r o p e r t y . G e n e r a l T a y l o r of c o u r s e 
dec l ined , and sent back his t e rms , s t a t i ng a n a n s w e r 
would be r e c e i v e d a t Gene ra l W o r t h ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s at 
12 M . ; he r e p a i r e d t h e r e immed ia t e ly . Colonel M u r i n o 
s t a t ed t h a t t h e y had r e c e i v e d in fo rmat ion tha t commis -
s ioners had been appo in t ed to n e g o t i a t e for peace , and 
tha t no r e - e n f o r c e m e n t s wou ld be sen t them ; tha t w e 
might t ake the p lace , but t h a t it wou ld cost us t w o 
th i rds of o u r c o m m a n d . It w a s unders tood , if t e r m s 
w e r e n o t a g r e e d upon , firing wou ld r e - c o m m e n c e , and 
a s n igh t has a r r i v e d , I p r e s u m e it is all se t t led . If it i s 

so, honorab ly , t h a n k s be to God ! I a m t i red of this 
spil l ing of blood. 

S e p t e m b e r 25th . T h e g e n e r a l r e t u r n e d las t n igh t 
abou t 12 o ' c l o c k ; t he c i ty has cap i tu la t ed . T h e com-
miss ioners on o u r side w e r e G e n e r a l s W o r t h and H e n -
derson , and Colonel Dav i s . On the pa r t of the Mex i -

T H E W A R W I T H M E X I C O . 
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S ^ t t S ^ 8 ^ ^ 0 » ^ The 

State, Army; General II J ^orth,oft.he United 

• r * « r m of M a j o r a t * t Z ' ^ RiJie-
2 » the United 
Requena and General Ortega of I A " r a l 

ico, and Senor Manuel M n ' f A ^ °f 
on tke rart 7 m o r £ Z ' T n ^ ° f 

P^oornntLmnJuThZtke T T ^ A m -
Mexico. • * f theA™y of the North of 

before ' (h ig - " o f «he o p e r a t i o n , 
t e n d i n g • ^ f ^ ^ S V ' ^ , . 0 ' 0 < > n -
Uons, cannon , t he „ „ j ^ 
l ie p r o p e r t y , w i th the „ „ ^ a i I o t h e r P«b-
sur rendered 7 t o the c o l Z n T ^ 1 0 ^ be 
S t a t e s forces n o w ^ ° f U " i t e d 

officers, their s ide a r m , »h r " c o m < ™ s i o n e d 

a c c o u t e r m e n t s ; the caVair i^ 2 ^ ^ M d 

t e r m e n t s ; the „ r , i „ e r y o n ? ' B M b a S * ^ 

a« by the i - X S ^ X f L - , i , l e f ° ™ -
S a n F e r n a n d o de Pusos 7 o f L , n a r e s > and 

a ™ . T h a t t he c i tadel of M o n t e r e y be e v a c u -



Colonel P . F . Smi th commanded our t roops e n g a g e d 
in the cc remonv . W h e n the Mexican flag was lower-
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ated by the Mexican and occupied by the Amer i can 
forces to -morrow morning at 10 o'clock. 

A R T I C L E 5. T o avoid cojlisions, and for mutual con-
venience, tha t the t roops of the Uni ted S t a t e s will not 
occupy the ci ty until the Mexican forces h a v e with-
d r a w n , excep t for hospital and s torage purposes. 

A R T I C L E 6 . T h a t the forces of the United Sta tes will 
not advance beyond the line specified in the third a r -
ticle before the expirat ion of e ight weeks , or until t he 
o rders of the respect ive government s can be rece ived . 

A R T I C L E 7 . T h a t the public p roper ty to be del ivered 
shall be turned over and rece ived by officers appointed 
b y the command ing genera l s of the t w o armies. 

A R T I C L E 8. T h a t all doubts as to the meaning of a n y 
of the preced ing art icles shall be solved by an equita-
ble construct ion, and on principles of liberality to the 
re t i r ing a rmy . 

A R T I C L E 9 . T h a t the Mexican flag, w h e n s t ruck a t 
the ci tadel , m a y be saluted by its o w n ba t te ry . 

W . J . W O R T H , 

Brigadier -genera l Uni ted S ta tes A r m y . 
J . P I N K N E Y H E N D E R S O N , 

Major -genera l com 'g T e x a n Volunteers . 
J E F F E R S O N D A V I S , 

Colonel Mississippi Rif lemen. 
J . M . O R T E G A , 

T . R E O U E N A , 

M A N U E L M . L L A N O , 

I P E D R O A M P U D I A , 
A p p r o v e d , j z T a y L 0 R j M a j - G e n . u . S . A . c o m ' g . 

D a t e d a t Monte rey , S e p t e m b e r 24th, 1846. 

j v . 
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ed, they fired a salute of eight guns. W h e n the « star-
spangled banner" w a s run up and floated in the breeze 
twenty-e ,ght guns w e r e fired f rom the Bishop's Pa lace 

in t t e b ' ^ / r ^ r ™ ° f t * * i t S dye<i n the blood of our forefathers , and re -dyed in that of 
heir sons upon the fierce battle-field, floated, an em-

W h ^ ° f A K — P ° s s e s s i 0 n to ^ e S ie r ra M a d r e ! 
S a c t of f W e a r e t 0 k 6 e p P ° s s e s s i 0 n - «ot, he fact of its having once floated o 'er this rich domain 
will make it sacred to eve ry Amer ican ; and when they 
thmk by wha t a loss of noble spirits it has been obtain-
ed, they w.ll d rop a tear to their memory . Our t roops 
marched m to the tune o f « Y a n k e e Doodle <" 

T h e e n e m y commanded by General Ampudia , can 
be safely put down at ten thousand, of which at least 
seven thousand w e r e regulars . Our force consisted of 
four hundred and1 twenty-f ive officers, and six thousand 
two hundred and t w e n t y men. W e lost twe lve offi-
cers, and one hundred and eight men ki l led ; twen ty-
s.x officers, and three hundred and seven men wound-

h„; ; 1 , e n e ' " y C ° U l d n 0 t b e p e r t a i n e d , 
but it is thought to exceed ours. W e cap tured forty-
two pieces of art i l lery, of various caliber ; a m o n g them 
an e ighteen-pounder s t ruck in the muzzle and dismount-
ed at the commencemen t of the bombardment of F o r t 
Brown T h e amount of munitions of w a r is immense. 
I h e following officers w e r e ki l led: Captain Wil l iams 
Topographica l E n g i n e e r s ; 1st Infant ry , Lieutenant ' 
J- C T e r r e t t L ieu tenan t R. D i l w o r t h ; 3d Infant ry , 
Captains L . N . Morr is , G. P. Field, and Breve t M a j o r 
1-. JV. Barbour , Lieutenants D. S. I rwin and R. Haz-
l i t t ; 4 t h Infantry, L ieu tenan t C. Hoskins, Breve t Lieu-
tenant J . S. W o o d , 2d Infant ry (serving with the 4 t h ) ; 
8th Infant ry , Captain H . M ' K a v e t t ; Bal t imore Battal-



ion, Colonel W a t s o n ; 1st Ohio, Lieutenant H e t t ; 1st 
Tennessee , Captain Allen, Lieutenant P u t n a m ; Captain 
Gillespie, T e x a s Range r s . Wounded : Major-genera l 
Butler, M a j o r Mansfield ; 1st In fan t ry , M a j o r J . S. Ab-
ercrombie , Capta in J . H . L a m o t t e ; 3d Infan t ry , M a j o r 
W . W." L e a r , Capta in H . Bainbr idge ; 4th Infan t ry , 
L ieu tenan t R . H . G r a h a m ; 5 th In fan t ry , L ieu tenan t 
N . B. Rossell ; 7th Infan t ry , Captain R . C. Gatl in, Lieu-
tenant J . H . Pot te r ; 8th Infant ry , L ieu tenan t G. W a i n -
w r i g h t ; 1st Ohio, Colonel Mitchell , Captain George , 
L ieu tenants Arms t rong , Niles, M o r t e r , M ' C a r t y j 1st 
Tennessee , M a j o r Alexander , Lieutenants Allen, Sçud-
der, and Nixon ; 1st Mississippi, Lieutenant-colonel 
M'Clung, Captain Downing, Lieutenants Cook and 
Ar thur . 

T h e batt le is over : the a r m y , both regulars and vol-
unteers—or, more proper ly speaking, A m e r i c a n s — h a v e 
proved themselves invincible. Both officers and men, 
wi th dea th s ta r ing them in the face, did their du ty wi th-
out flinching, and wi th a b r a v e r y w o r t h y of all praise. 

C H A P T E R X V . 

S E P T E M B E R 26th. I rode to tha t city which has been 
the object of our hopes and fears since the 8th and 9th 
of M a y . On m y w a y there , the first point of interest 
was the citadel, f rom'which issued those spiteful cross-
fires over the plain. It is a regu la r bast ion-work, wi th 
reve tments of solid masonry , having thir ty-four em-
brasures . If the ditches had been dug out in f ront of 
the cur ta ins , it could only have been taken by regu la r 
approaches . In its interior a r e the remains of an un-

finished Cathedral , which of itself is a w o r k of defense. 
T w o magazines , filled with ammunit ion, w e r e discov-
ered, enough to h a v e kept them shooting at us for a 
month. 

T h e ci ty is situated in a plain, open t o w a r d the 
south, and almost at the base of the S ie r ra M a d r e , 
whose tower ing peaks a p p e a r to o v e r h a n g it. Direct-
ly nor th of the city, and be tween it and the mountains, 
flows the A r r o y o Topa . En te r ing the city, I w a s im-
mediately struck with the number of persons moving 
and ge t t ing r e a d y to move. E v e r y thing t h a t bore 
the name of an animal w a s packed , and all appea red 
to be making their w a y out of the city as speedi ly as 
possible. In e v e r y s t ree t w e passed w o r k s of de-
fense, near ly all ba r r icaded , the bar r icades lapping 
each other, and di tches in f ront of each. E v e r y house 
was a fortification. 

I rode to the Plaza , in which m a n y of General W o r t h ' s 
division w e r e comfor tably quar te red . T h e s t reets a re 
well paved, and the s idewalks h a v e flat stones. In the 
center of the P laza there is a neat fountain; the houses 
a re bet ter built than any I have ye t s e e n ; each one 
has its g a r d e n inclosed by high stone walls, filled with 
oranges, pomegrana tes , g rapes , and a profusion of 
flowers. T h e quantit ies of beautiful t rees sca t te red 
about the ci ty, the domes and minarets , g ive it a fa i ry-
like aspect. A g rea t deal of fruit is exposed for sale 
in the P laza ; the g rapes are delicious. T h e market -
men and women, with their quaint dresses, are a l r eady 
on the move, and eve ry thing betokens an ample sup-
ply of vegetables . 

A t t r ac t ed by the sound of that ever las t ing Mexican 
bugle (whose first notes w e r e g iven to us at the Col-
orado) , I discovered the Mexican troops w e r e march-

V o t . l.—rT 
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was the citadel, f rom'which issued those spiteful cross-
fires over the plain. It is a regu la r bast ion-work, wi th 
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the cur ta ins , it could only have been taken by regu la r 
approaches . In its interior a r e the remains of an un-
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T w o magazines , filled with ammunit ion, w e r e discov-
ered, enough to h a v e kept them shooting at us for a 
month. 
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south, and almost at the base of the S ie r ra M a d r e , 
whose tower ing peaks a p p e a r to o v e r h a n g it. Direct-
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flows the A r r o y o Topa . En te r ing the city, I w a s im-
mediately struck with the number of persons moving 
and ge t t ing r e a d y to move. E v e r y thing t h a t bore 
the name of an animal w a s packed , and all appea red 
to be making their w a y out of the city as speedi ly as 
possible. In e v e r y s t ree t w e passed w o r k s of de-
fense, near ly all ba r r icaded , the bar r icades lapping 
each other, and di tches in f ront of each. E v e r y house 
was a fortification. 

I rode to the Plaza , in which m a n y of General W o r t h ' s 
division w e r e comfor tably quar te red . T h e s t reets a re 
well paved, and the s idewalks h a v e flat stones. In the 
center of the P laza there is a neat fountain; the houses 
a re bet ter built than any I have ye t s e e n ; each one 
has its g a r d e n inclosed by high stone walls, filled with 
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orado) , I discovered the Mexican troops w e r e march-
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ing out . I s a w m a n y of them pass. T h e infant ry 
w e r e miserably clad, b r a w n y , thick-set fellows, chiefly 
shod with sandals ; one regiment of L a n c e r s w e r e as 
fine looking men as I ever saw. T h e i r horses w e 
infer ior a n i m a l s ; one of ours could r ide over three of 
them. T h e streets w e r e filled with the fol lowers of 
the a r m y , mounted on e v e r y thing, f rom a decen t mus-
t a n g to an humble, uncomplaining donkey. S o m e of 
the officers ' wives , picturesquely w r a p p e d in their gay -
colored ponchos, w e r e s lowly r iding after their chiv-
a l r ic husbands. T h e ma in P laza is still occupied by 
the enemy, to which w e have no access . General A m -
pudia left on the 25th, wi th two divisions of his a rmy . 

I visited Aris ta ' s Pa lace , which is d i rect ly under the 
hill on which the Bishop's Pa lace is s i tuated. It is a 
long, low, whi te s tone building, beautifully finished, 
c la iming no par t icu lar o rde r of a rch i tec ture , wi th flat 
roof, th ick walls , and stone floors. A t the back of the 
house is a por t ico t w e n t y feet in width , and a g a r d e n 
tha t r ivals Oriental magnif icence. Double walls of 
whi te masonry , about th ree feet high, filled in with 
ear th , laid out in fanciful figures, wi th fountains in the 
cen te r , roses, and numerous o ther plants, apparen t ly 
g r o w i n g out of the walls, and also in the inclosed 
s p a c e ; vases , wi th choice exotics, a r r anged round 
t h e m ; a bold s t ream of wa te r , running through a plas-
te r r a c e w a y , leads to a marble bath, covered with trel-
lis-work, over which the g r a p e and other vines c lam-
ber. In the r ea r of this a re beautiful g roves of or-
ange- t rees and pomegrana tes , and a fine vegetable ga r -
den. Imagine the whole tastefully laid out and kept 
in the neatest order , and you can form some idea of 
one of the r e t r ea t s of this Mexican nabob. It has been 
turned into a hospital, in which the wounded of W o r t h ' s 

division a f e lying. T h e o ranges in the g a r d e n w e r e 
kept for the wounded ; but immedia te ly outside the re 
w a s a wilderness of them, w h e r e e v e r y one picked 
what they pleased. S o m e of the houses occupied by 
the officers a r e v e r y neat ly , but s imply f u r n i s h e d ; 
many of the walls a r e hung with mir rors and choice 
paintings. 

A f t e r r iding ove r the ci ty and examining minutely 
its defenses, m y only as tonishment is how they could 
yield it. It is a perfect Gibra l ta r . A t the eas te rn ex-
t remity , w h e r e so many of our b r a v e fellows fell, m y 
w o n d e r is that any escaped. T h e r e is a system of bat -
teries, the one defending the other . Genera l W o r t h 
conducted his movemen t s with judgmen t and skill. 
His motto on s tar t ing was , " A grade or a grave." H e 
escaped the la t ter , and it is to be hoped he will obtain 
the former . T h e a r m y soon settled down, c h a n g e d 
and regula ted their camp-ground , so tha t in a f ew days 
the re was no t r ace of the recent contest . 

L e a v i n g the d ia ry , I will give a connected account 
of our sojourn in the vicinity of M o n t e r e y ; and if 
m y reade r s will follow me, will t r y to g ive them & 
more minute descript ion of the ci ty . A f t e r passing 
Aris ta 's Pa lace , do you see, to the west , tha t venerable-
looking building upon a high hill ? T h a t is called the 
Bishop's Palace . T h e e n e m y occupied it. T o w a r d 
the ci ty some two or three heavy pieces w e r e mount-
ed in barbet te . It is a quaint old pile, and gives one 
quite a good idea of some of the smaller cast les in 
Spain . S o m e seventy or e ighty yea r s ago it w a s the 
archbishop 's residence, and m a n y a g a y caval ier and 
l ady fair has been enter ta ined at his hospitable board . 
It is now a ruin, fast c rumbl ing a w a y : m o r e in teres t -
ing, perhaps, in its d e c a y than its g lory. 



Direct ly back of the castle, do you see tha t height 
wh ich towers above i t? T h a t is F o r t Independence, 
which w a s s tormed on the morn ing of the 22d. T a k e it 
easy , for it is quite steep, and w e will ascend. W h a t a 
surpassingly lovely v i ew bursts upon you, and how ex-
tensive ! I t is cha rming ! You a r e perfect ly capt iva-
ted ! T o the nor th the whole Val ley of the S a n J u a n 
and its t r ibutar ies lie before you, wi th all its rich fields 
of corn and sugar -cane ; and far off in the distance the 
little town of Mar in is indistinctly visible; and at your 
feet, embowered in o range groves , lies the fa i ry ci ty of 
Monte rey . Across the valley to the south, on the other 
side of the Topa , do you see two heights of less e leva-
tion than this, and which exhibit signs of hav ing bat-
teries erec ted upon them ? T h e y a re the heights tak-
en by General W o r t h on the 21st. But look! look to 
the southwest , through tha t opening in the s tupendous 
cliffs of the S ie r ra M a d r e ; t he re lies the sweetes t , dear-
est little valley in the wor ld , th rough which the road 
to Saltillo runs. It is a r ich ga rden , surrounded by 
magnificent , t ower ing mountains, wi th the A r r o y o 
T o p a meander ing th rough its center , looking in the 
dis tance like a thread of silver light. W h a t a lovely, 
gorgeous s c e n e ! how completely language fails in its 
description ! one can never tire of i t ; v iew it as of ten 
as you will , n ew beauties will be discovered. But 
w h a t are these t w o mounds upon the apex of the hill ? 
T r e a d l igh t ly ; they a r e the g r a v e s of those w h o fell 
in batt le. H e r e lie Captain Gillespie and Pr iva te 
T h o m a s (from Mary land) of his company . Can one 
conceive of a more appropr ia te spot for the b rave and 
gallant dead to rest ? 

But let us hasten d o w n , and w e will be in time to see 
the Cathedral and Plaza. H e r e w e a re at it, a f ter a 

pleasant gal lop of three fourths of a mile. Into this 
la rge square most of the enemy had been driven before 
they sent in a flag of t ruce. On one side is ranged the 
captured art i l lery. S o m e twelves and nines were beau-
tiful pieces, of English manufac ture , and of as late da te 
as 1842. On the eas tern side of the P laza is the Cathe-
dral. It is an immense pile, of no par t icular o rde r of 
archi tecture . Its front is r ichly ornamented with elab-
ora te s t ucco -work ; its chime of bells is melodious, and 
an excellent clock w a r n s the citizens of the flight of 
e v e r y qua r t e r of an hour. Its interior is magnificent. 
T h e lofty pillars, groined a rch ceiling, paintings and 
altars, with the gent le , soft light issuing from windows 
some thirty feet from the floor, can not but strike the 
visitor with admirat ion and religious awe . T h e r e a r e 
several minor altars, the ornaments of which a re v e r y 
chaste, being ca rved and gilded w o r k ; but the g r a n d 
al tar is real ly magnificent . It is composed of one im-
mense piece of r ich ca rv ing and gold gilding, wi th 
many figures, heads of saints, and other holy persona-
ges. T h e effect is g r and . It must have cost much 
time and money in its construction. T h e floor is made 
of panels of oak, each panel lifting up and disclosing a 
vault for the dead . 

T h e r e a re some v e r y fine paintings and some ras-
cally daubs. W h e n I first visited it, religion had fled 
f rom its walls ; it w a s used as a depot for ammunit ion ; 
the quant i ty is immense, of eve ry kind and description. 
T h e shells had their fuses driven, r e a d y for firing, 
proving to us that the e n e m y must h a v e calculated the 
distance at which they expected to use them. T w o 
of our shells exploded in the Plaza on the night of the 
23d, and killed and wounded many. H a d one explod-
ed in the church, there is no describing the terrible loss 



tha t might h a v e ensued. On the 3d of October serv-
ice w a s held in the C a t h e d r a l ; our chaplain, M r . R e y , 
officiated. It was a s t range, yet interest ing sight, to 
see an Amer ican minister officiating at the a l ta r of the 
enemy, and around him, kneeling, men and women of 
the c o u n t r y ; on the battle-field w e may be opposed, 
but before the a l ta r of our R e d e e m e r all bow in mute 
adorat ion. 

Before the expirat ion of the first week in October , 
the t roops of the enemy had left the city. Seve ra l 
medical officers remained to a t tend to their wounded . 
In going over the eastern extremity of the ci ty, and 
seeing the number of barr icades , fortified houses, and 
redoubts , it is inconceivable how so many escaped the 
first day ' s fight. It was here the fierce battle r aged , 
and all around a re the g r a v e s of the noble dead. 
S t r a n g e tha t some of the br ightest flowers of the a r m y 
should have been se lec ted! Morr is , Barbour , Field, 
I rwin , Hoskins, Woods , HazI i t t ,Te r re t t ,D i l wor th , Wil l -
iams 1 B r a v e and gal lant spirits ! E a c h of you have a 
soldier's sepulcher, and a page in the history of your 
country 's g lory . 

General W o r t h , with his division, occupied the ci ty, 
and Capta in Miles was his execut ive officer. A rigid 
system of police w a s instituted, and eve ry means taken 
to preserve o rder , which, however , proved at t imes un-
availing, as many riots and murde r s occur red , which 
w e r e not only disgraceful to the part ic ipators , but to 
the Amer ican name. T h e s e disgraceful scenes w e r e 
chiefly, if not wholly, enacted by the same few evil-dis-
posed volunteers, for whom the weak discipline of tha t 
a r m had no te r ro r . T h e filthy condition of the s t reets 
soon gave place to cleanliness; the stores w e r e open-
ed, and, by their exposure of gay goods, g a v e the ci ty 
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a more cheerful appea rance . V e r y f ew of the better 
class r e m a i n e d ; at least, if they did, they kept them-
selves housed. 

I have yet to see a p re t ty g i r l ; but in their place, at 
eve ry corner , you meet with old women, whose wrink-
les claimed for them an intimate acqua in tance with 
the last cen tury . It is to be hoped the more genteel 
class will r e tu rn w h e n all is se t t led—when they find 
their r igh ts a r e protec ted , and their municipal regula-
tions not interfered with. 

T h e gove rno r of the city called upon Genera l T a y -
lor to see w h a t was to be his policy. H e w a s told 
the mil i tary would not interfere, and he might pursue 
the even tenor of his w a y . T h e genera l told him he 
should call upon him for supplies, and should expect him 
to cause them to be prompt ly furnished. T h e gov-
ernor w a s r a the r averse to tha t a r rangement . T h e 
genera l told him he took that plan, it being the one pur-
sued by the Mexican g e n e r a l s ; that have it so he m u s t ; 
he w a s willing to pay for eve ry thing, and that he called 
upon him to save the sufferings tha t might be occasion-
ed the people by his seizing his suppl ies ; tha t w e did 
not come here to w a r upon them, but to obtain an hon-
orable peace, and that cash should be paid for all sup-
plies. T h e sound of the word cash ove rcame all scru-
ples, and I h a v e no doubt all supplies called for will be 
prompt ly furnished. Our cash and their promise to 
pay a r e ent irely different things. T h e genera l and the 
gove rno r separa ted with a v e r y good unders tanding. 

Severa l of our deser te rs w e r e recognized in the ranks 
of the enemy, the most conspicuous of whom was a n 
I r i shman by the name of Riley, w h o has been appoint-
ed a captain in the art i l lery of the enemy. H e was 
recognized by his old mess-mates, and passed them 



amid hisses and a broadside of reproaches . T h e das-
tard 's cheek blanched, and it was with difficulty he re-
tained his position on his gun . E v e n the enemy look-
ed upon him with disgust, and one tall Mexican looked 
down upon him with an expression of countenance, as 
if he had said, " You a r e being paid for your rascal i ty ; 
you have to s tand it, old fellow !" S o m e few of our 
men w e r e taken prisoners dur ing the action. Genera l 
Ampudia had them brought to him, and questioned 
them himself ; a f t e r asking one of them our s t rength, 
number of cannon, &c. , he wanted to know w h a t effect 
his proclamat ion had made among our m e n ; whe the r 
some of them had not been inclined to desert . " Oh, 
no !" replied he, " they w e r e not so green as that ." T h e 
expression green being r a the r above the genera l ' s En-
glish, another in te rpre te r was b rought in to explain this 
monst rous word . This in terpre ter w a s a captain, w h o 
six months a g o w a s a p r iva te in our ranks. W h e n 
questioned to explain the word , " W h y , " said he, " t h e y 
w e r e not such d—d fools." ( M e m — " Green ," an Amer-
icanism, not well understood by Mexican generals , sig-
nifying d—dfool.) 

W a l k i n g through the streets, and perceiving a bar-
ber ' s sign, I thought I would indulge in the luxury of 
a shampoo. I entered, and told him to shampoo me. 
I saw by his look tha t he did not exactly unders tand 
me, and as I could speak no Spanish , and he no E n -
glish, I had to resor t to signs, and flattered myself I 
had made m y wants known. I sat m e down, and in a 
moment discovered he had never performed the oper-
ation. Being in for it, I thought I would see w h a t the 
fellow would do. H e brought a basin, scooped to fit 
my neck, and commenced washing my head with wa te r . 
T o explain to him that I wan ted it well scratched, I 

had to opera te myse l f ; and as, by this time, he had 
wet my shirt, I jumped up in u t ter disgust, dried my 
head, and, wi thout the first drop of per fume, pa id my 
qua r t e r and " t r a v e l e d , " determined to let the first trial 
satisfy me that the barbers of Monte rey had not be-
come sufficiently civilized to unders tand the refined a r t 
of shampooing. 

E a r l y in October w e w e r e luxur ia t ing in fruit and 
green corn; t he la t ter is of the third crop. All the 
T e x a s troops w e r e d i scharged immediately af ter the 
battle. One company of the 2d Infantry, under Cap-
tain Anderson, a r r ived on the 3d of October , as an es-
cor t to Colonel Tay lo r , w h o a r r ived with a l a r g e 
amount of subsistence funds. T h e advance g u a r d of 
the Georg ia Reg iment , under Colonel Jackson , a r r ived 
the same day . General L a m a r , who is as young and 
ac t ive as the best of us, has raised a company , and will 
be stat ioned at Laredo . 

T h e question often arises with us, A r e w e to have 
peace or war a t the end of the armis t ice ? By a g rea t 
major i ty it is deemed folly to prosecute it in this quar-
ter. Peace , not ter r i tory , is cer ta inly the aim of ou r 
government ; this can not be obtained by slightly 
wounding the extremities of the body ; w e have not 
touched the heart, nor can w e by this route. Until 
there is a government established which has the pow-
er to t reat , I do not see tha t we a re any nea re r the set-
t lement of our difficulties than previous to the battles 
of the 8th and 9th of May. W e m a y go on and ex-
pend millions, and sacrif ice the lives of thousands, wi th-
out a n y good result . It strikes me an advance from 
this point can have no effect upon the sett lement. Our 
bet ter plan is to take Tampico , fortify and keep pos-
session of the S i e r r a M a d r e and the Val ley of the Rio 



Grande , until they come to te rms. Le t them come and 
take it, if they can. If the w a r is to be prosecuted, let 
V e r a Cruz be taken, and march direct ly upon the cap-
itol, bat ter its wal l s down, and see if some sense can 
not be battered into the people. T h e victories on this 
frontier, as honorable and glorious as they h a v e been 
to our a r m y , a re mere flashes in the pan as r ega rds the 
question of peace . T h e humane and liberal pol icy 
pursued by the gove rnmen t in the prosecution of this 
w a r has a t endency to prolong it. It is the first w a r 
of which I ever heard which was an actual benefit to 
the enemy. W h e r e v e r w e go, w e pay for wha t w e ge t 
a t t w o or three times the usual pr ice of the count ry , 
and both their civil and religious r ights and p rope r ty 
a r e protected. W h a t more prosperous times can t h e y 
desire 1 The i r c r y is, " Come along, gent lemen ! v e r y 
glad to see you ! come f rom city to c i t y ; you spend 
your money f ree ly—put us to very little inconvenience, 
and, real ly , t imes a re first r a t e !" I must confess I am 
tired of this work, and long to see an honorable peace. 

T h e wounded are doing v e r y wel l—as well as they 
can, with the few comforts and conveniences our med-
ical depar tment a re enabled to supply. No th ing can 
exceed the devotion of our medical of f icers ; they a re 
li terally fat igued to death. T h e r e was culpable neg-
ligence s o m e w h e r e in not sending more medical offi-
cers into the field, but I presume the gove rnmen t , hug-
ging unto themselves the chance of peace, thought there 
would be no more necessi ty for their services. T h e 
number w a s reduced so low immediately af ter the bat-
tle, that one surgeon at tended two regiments , four being 
the usual number in peace. 

T h e g rea t and valiant General Ampudia , a f t e r r each-
ing Saltillo, issued his proc lamat ion explaining the fall 

of Monterey . T o condense matters , he states, on the 
21st he repulsed us with the loss of fifteen hundred; 
on the 22d the Bishop's Pa lace fell, but not without 
g r ea t res is tance; that, being scarce o f ammunition and 
provisions, a conference w a s held on the 24th with the 
enemy, and such te rms were made by which they saved 
their honor, and marched out wi th their a r m s ; that 
General San ta Anna w a s coming, and then w e would 
see w h o would be the conquerors . W a s there ever 
such stuff 'and such lies ? Mexican to the last. If you 
w e r e to exterminate a whole a r m y but the genera] , he 
would issue a bulletin claiming a victory. If these bul-
letins a re salve to their wounded feelings, they a re wel-
come to wr i te and publish quires. O u r loss of "fifteen 
hundred" is only magnified ten times ou r loss in the three 
days ' fight. T h e i r def iciency of ammunit ion is ridic-
ulous. W e found cords of i t ; but they may have 
thought a month?s supply a deficiency. I hope they 
will a lways cont inue thinking so as long as they have 
that amount of " mater ie l" to present us with even at 
the cannon's mouth. 

Genera l S a n t a Anna arrived at V e r a Cruz on the 
16th of August . T h e r e can not be a moment ' s doubt 
that our government , in permit t ing his re turn to the 
country, believed that his best exert ions would be used 
to effect a reconciliation. All those hopes w e r e imme-
diately c rushed upon the promulgat ion of his procla-
mation to the people the same day of his ar r ival . It 
spoke w a r to the knife. H e was immediately placed 
in command of the a rmy , leaving Salas to per form the 
functions of president, while he repaired to the tented 
field to dream of winning fresh laurels, and dr iving the 
barbar ians beyond the Sabine. H e infused fresh en-
e r g y and life into the people. W i t h an act ivi ty char-



acter is t ic of the man, he repai red to S a n Luis Potosi , 
and strained e v e r y nerve for the purpose of col lect ing 
and disciplining a la rge a r m y . On the 11th of Octo-
ber we heard he had a r r ived a t S a n Luis with e ight 
hundred men, and that A m p u d i a had left Saltillo to 
join him. A m p u d i a was o rde red to Mexico to explain 
the fall of Mon te r ey . W e all think Saltillo will fall 
into our hands without a blow. General Ampudia de-
cided upon for t i fy ing the place, and the cit izens would 
not permit it. T h e y very justly told him he had spent 
much time and money in for t i fy ing Monterey , a c i ty 
whose na tura l defenses w e r e much superior to theirs, 
and had failed to hold it, and they had no idea of hav-
ing their p roper ty des t royed ; a v e r y just conclusion. 
T a k i n g Saltillo, w e have the key to this whole va l l ey ; 
w e a r e then over three hundred miles f rom S a n Luis 
Potosi, the m a r c h to which is difficult, and pa r t of the 
w a y over a desert . H a v i n g Saltillo, taking Monc lova 
and Tampico , w e can quiet ly settle down in as lovely 
a country as the sun ever shone upon, and tell Mexico 
to come on. Te l l he r w e have taken enough to remu-
nera te us for the expenses of the w a r , and will keep it 
if she does not g ran t us peace by a certain daxj ; then 
import your families, g ive them the land for a me re 
song, and before one could realize it this val ley would 
be teeming with an American population. W e do not 
w a n t the valley, nor would I, if it c an be prevented, 
keep i t ; but I certainly would not put our g o v e r n m e n t 
to any more expense than simply holding it, which, 
compared to an o n w a r d movement , would be nothing. 
F r o m wha t w e have seen, I question the feasibility of 
" d ic ta t ing a peace at the cannon's mouth ;" they a re 
a stubborn, stiff-necked r a c e ; and I think the appear -
ance of emigran t s determined to settle this valuable 

pa r t of her domain would have more effect upon her 
than hard knocks. « Mais nous ver rons » 

T h e Mexican merchants are packing up their goods 
and leaving for Saltillo, it being impossible to compete 

° U r m e r c h a n t s and sutlers, who, with t rue Amer-
ican energy , are pushing their goods fo rward . 

On the 10th of October a colonel of the Mexican a r m y 
arr ived rom Sal t i l lo ; his object was to ge t from G e n ! 
e i a T a y l o r the clothing tha t was left behind belonging 
to the Mexican a rmy . T h e y claimed it upon the 
ground that, in the armistice, the word « a c c o u t e r ! 
moots mean t "c lothing," and eve ry thing apper ta in ing 
to he s o l d , e , T h e genera l informed h i m ' t h e word 
had a different s>gn,fication in Engl ish, and politely de-
clined g ran t ing his request . 

Colone l H . L . Kinney was General Tay lor ' s genera l 
agent for obta.ning t ransporta t ion for the a r m y E v -
ery one w h o knows his act ivi ty of mind and body, his 
excellent management and perfect knowledge of the 
Mexican charac te r , must be satisfied a bet ter choice 
could not be made . H e has proved his efficiency to 
the a rmy, and his services a r e apprecia ted . On the 
ever-memorable 21st he performed, voluntarily, the 
duties of aid-de-camp, exposed to a most ga l l i n - fire 

with g rea t promptness and distinguished g a l l a n t r y ' 
On the 23d he was exposed to the fire of the e n e m y 
during the animated street-fight of that day . 

A bout four miles to the north of our camp there is a 
sulphur spring. Its t empera tu re is a hundred and ten 
degrees. It is situated upon the outskirts of a small 
village, in a gorge , be tween two lofty mountains. A 
rude house has been const ructed for the benefit of those 
who wish to b a t h e ; out of it you walk into the bath 
which is direct ly over the spring, about twen ty feet' 



square , wi th walls of sufficient height to make it pri-
vate . T h e w a t e r is not sufficiently impregnated with 
sulphur to make it d isagreeable , but enough so for 
medical purposes. T h e bath is t ruly delicious ; e v e r y 
thing is so perfect ly rude and uncivilized about it, you 
can hardly apply the t e rm luxurious, for you miss the 
many things requisite to make it so ; such as dressing-
rooms, and all the other little et ceteras , to make it per-
fection ; but such as it is, it c rea tes an additional enjoy-
ment for those w h o m a y sojourn at Monterey . T h e 
man who owns the bath requires a small compensation 
for its use. W h e n I visited it, women w e r e wash ing 
clothes in the w a t e r as it flowed from the bath. W h a t 
a fashionable resor t an Amer ican would make this 
spr ing. If well managed , the lovely scenery alone 
would insure a full house. T h e r e was a goodly num-
ber of people in the vil lage ; but the dogs ou tnumbered 
them, and made a despera te a t tack upon mine host. 
Sabe r s and whips w e r e put in requisition for his defense, 
and by dint of g r ea t exert ion we kept him f rom being 
devoured . All the Mexican dogs have their ears crop-
ped, and a surly looking set of devils they a re . 

On the 11th of October Lieutenant Armistead, bea re r 
of dispatches f rom Washing ton to General Tay lo r , ar-
r ived. T h e i r contents have not t ranspired, but it is 
surmised tha t some movement is on foot for Tampico . 
Lieutenant-colonel Clay, of the 2d Kentucky regiment , 
is performing the duties of aid to General T a y l o r . 

On the night of the 12th of October , Lieutenant R. 
H . Graham, of the 4th Infant ry , died from wounds re-
ceived while gallantly leading his company in the as-
sault on Monte rey , Sep tember 21st. H e passed un-
consciously f rom life to d e a t h ; his gent le spirit sighed 
itself a w a y . All who knew the amiable and gentle-

manly qualities of the deceased will drop a t ea r to his 
memory . A moment before he passed to that unfath-
omc.ole world, he complained of feeling very faint, 
turned aside, and the vital spark had fled. It must be 
a g r ea t consolation for his family and friends to know 
that, to the last, he w a s surrounded by w a r m and de-
voted friends, who did all they could to ease his pain 
and administer to his wants . On the 13th of October 
his remains w e r e consigned to the tomb, with appro-
priate funeral honors. Being a Roman Catholic, he was 
buried with all the forms of the Church, the Rev . M r . 
Rey officiating. 

On the 16th of October w e heard the enemy had 
evacuated Saltillo. W e also hear that Ampudiâ was 
ordered not to risk a battle here, unless positive of suc-
cess. San ta Anna rebuked him for fighting, and stated 
the loss of M o n t e r e y had complicated the sett lement of 
our difficulties. I can not imagine wha t a re the addi-
tional complications, but the inference is that Ampudia 
was certain of victory. Under these c i rcumstances , 
the g lory at tending our t r iumph is grea t ly enhanced. 
I am safe in stat ing the enemy at twe lve thousand. 
Monte rey was , in fact, a walled city ; for eve ry ap-
proach to it was fortified. T h e at tacking force never 
exceeded six thousand. T h e r e remains for history to 
record the successful assault of a fortified ci ty, s t rong 
in natural as well as artificial defenses, by a force one 
third Jess than the besieged, a t the point of the bayo-
net. 

On the 17th w e had a g r ea t change in the w e a t h e r — 
a visit f rom a young norther ; not a Corpus Christi one, 
but ye t sufficiently like it to remind us of our old visit-
ors. Dur ing its continuance, it was enough to give you 
a chill to visit the houses in the city. H e a v e n s ! how 



cheerless they a re ! Stone floors; stone w a l l s ; no 
furni ture ; not the first sign of a fire-place ; not even a 
painted one. It makes the chills run through one to 
think of it. I much prefer being in camp, to enjoy the 
luxury of a glorious camp-fire. T h e Mexicans w e r e 
bundled up in their ponchos, and looked frozen to death. 
T h e i r ideas of comfort a r e v e r y limited ; for, a l though 
I p resume they never have frost, ye t there a re many 
days in which the luxury of a fire would be acceptab le . 

I have had several h u n t s ; blue-winged teal and 
snipe, for a f ew days , g a v e us some fine sport . On 
one of our hunts w e followed a slash until w e reached 
the small village of San Francisco . T h e r e w e put it 
to the vote w h e t h e r w e should make an effort to ge t a 
d i n n e r ; the dinnerites carr ied it, and D., wi th his smat-
ter ing of Spanish, was appointed spokesman. Passing 
through a c r o w d of crop-eared curs , all looking as if 
they would like to make a meal of us, w e rode up to a 
hut w h e r e w e happened in most opportunely . A very 
t idy-dressed w o m a n w a s busily engaged at the metat-
stone making torti l las. T o our inquiry whe the r they 
could give us a dinner, they replied they had some-
thing a l r eady cooked. T h e y produced a sort of olla 
podr ida (half hash, half soup) in a soup-plate, and, to 
assure us it w a s good, one of the men stuck his fingers 
in it and tasted it, exclaiming, " Mui bueno 1" T h e fin-
ger ing of it I did not consider any r ecommenda t i on ; so, 
get t ing D. to ven ture first upon it, and he deciding it 
w a s real ly " mui bueno," two more plates w e r e order-
ed. I must confess, good as it tasted, recollect ing in 
Gil Bias the " civet de maton," rendered some Cayenne 
necessary to make it stick. Express ing a wish for 
pepper , one of the men ran to a ne ighbor ing fence and 
picked a handful . So eager w a s he to be of service, 

it was with difficulty I could prevent his mashing it 
with his fingers. Such a thing as a spoon they had not 
thought of. T h e olla podr ida , combined wi th some 
w a r m tortil las, made us a capital meal. 

T h e more I r ide over , this region, the more I am 
struck with its fertility. Field af ter field of the finest 
corn and sugar-cane stretch out for miles and miles. 
All this luxur iance is the spontaneous gift of n a t u r e ; 
for, compared with ours, there is real ly no cultivation. 
The i r g round is broken up by a primitive wooden 
plow, made of the cro tched limb of a tree, shod with 
iron : the seed is bare ly stuck in, and if it gets one 
hoeing, it is about a l l ; and yet , with all this neglect , 
they make magnificent crops. W h a t would not the 
land produce by our preparat ion, and our care and at-
tention dur ing the early g r o w t h of the p lant? 

A most in teres t ing incident connected with the fall 
of Monte rey I have near ly forgotten to record . It is 
stated, and genera l ly believed, that a c o m p a n y of Lan-
cers was commanded by a woman. H e r name w a s 
Dos Amades . Seized with a patr iot ic spirit, she un-
sexed herself, and dressed in the full suit of a capta in 
of L a n c e r s ; she desired to be led against the foe, and 
swore she would never yield until the " northern bar-
bar ians" w e r e dr iven from her natal land, o r until she 
had shed her last d rop of blood in defense of her na t ive 
country . Prev ious to our at tack, she w a s paraded be-
fore the troops, and g rea t ly excited and augmented 
their courage . She harangued them, and desired to be 
posted at tha t spot w h e r e the first shot would fall and 
w h e r e the thickest of the batt le should rage . It is re-
ported that on the 21st she led the cha rge of L a n c e r s 
which proved fatal to some of our command, among 
the number the lamented Field. The re ' s an example 
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of heroism w o r t h y the days of old ! It has remained 
for Mexico to produce a second Joan d 'Arc , but not, 
like her, successful. She is r epor ted to have been a 
daugh te r of one of the fo rmer governor s of N u e v a 
Leon, and af ter the battle ret i red to the walks of pri-
va t e life. 

On the 23d of October a Spanish officer a r r ived di-
r ec t f rom the ci ty of Mexico. H e states he passed 
Ampudia ' s a r m y between Saltillo and S a n Luis Poto-
si, in a most disorganized and broken-down condi t ion ; 
that S a n t a Anna was a t the latter point, act ively en-
gaged organizing an a rmy , but wi thout money and 
subs is tence ; that the government had only sent him 
eighty thousand dollars for current expenses . It does 
seem that , reduced to so low an ebb, the enemy should 
accep t the olive-branch. 

On the 25th of October , as Captain Ridgely w a s rid-
ing along the s t reets of Monterey , his horse blundered 
and fell, the captain 's head coming in contac t with a 
rock. H e remained in a state of perfect insensibility 
until the night of the 27th, when he expired. His body 
w a s brought out to the camp of his company, and buried 
with funera l honors on the evening of the 28th of Oc-
tober. His company escor ted the remains , and the 
Bal t imore Battal ion attended as mourners . T h e pro-
cession was swelled by near ly all the officers of the 
a r m y . Colonel Childs read the service for the dead, 
and three guns w e r e fired ove r his g r ave . D a r k clouds 
hung o 'er the mounta in- tops ; mists were in the val-
leys ; and all na ture seemed in mourning for the de-
par ted hero. Captain Ridge ly graduated f rom W e s t 
Poin t in 1837. H e was a nat ive of Balt imore, and 
f rom a family identified with the S ta te of Mary land . 
H e served wi th distinguished credi t in the battles of 

Pa lo Alto and R e s a c a de la Pa lma , and in the storm-
ing of Monte rey . F o r his ga l lan t ry in the action of 
the 9th of M a y he was brevet ted a captain, and ap-
pointed an assis tant ad ju tan t -genera l : the lat ter ap-
pointment he accepted, the brevet he declined. H e , 
as well as his fr iends, thought if he w a s deserv ing of a 
brevet for the 9th, he was equally so for the 8th of M a y . 
It seems s t range he should die by such means , a f t e r 
passing through three battles. 

If any officer has particularly distinguished himself, 
it is the lamented R idge ly . His dauntless courage 
and reckless exposure of person, combined with the 
most per fec t coolness and judgmen t in the hottest fire, 
won golden opinions for him f rom all. T h o s e w h o 
k n e w him in the social circle can well apprec ia te 
his loss. A br ight s ta r is extinguished ! H e will n e v e r 
r e tu rn to pluck f resh honors for, and add new luster to, 
the ga l lan t ry and ch iva l ry of the service. S t r ange 
and unfa thomable fate ! H e died f rom a fall f rom a 
horse, than w h o m none could ride with more g r a c e and 
fearlessness, nor m a n a g e with more judgment and dex-
ter i ty . H e was probably the best r ide r in the world , 
an accomplished and polished gent leman, and one of 
the most heroic and gallant officers of the a r m y . 

On the 29th of October w e received a n e w batch of 
repor ts . General Bravo is said to be march ing on 
Tampico with four teen thousand m e n ; Genera l Busta-
mente, wi th e ight thousand, upon Chihuahua, to g ive 
General Wool (of whose march Genera l T a y l o r re-
ceived information) a f r iendly r ecep t ion ; and S a n t a 
Anna, with twen ty thousand, at S a n Luis Potosi. Should 
General Wool meet with such a force, he may have 
something to amuse him. M a j o r L e a r died f rom the 
effects of his wound rece ived on the 21st, on the 30th 
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of October . H i s remains w e r e brought out to the c a m p 
of his regiment , and interred with funeral honors on the 
1 st of N o v e m b e r . Four companies of the 4 th Infant ry , 
under the command of Major Buchanan, w e r e his es-
cort , and the 3d followed as mourners . M a j o r L e a r 
was appointed from the a r m y as second l ieutenant of 
4th Infan t ry , F e b r u a r y , 1818. S e r v i n g his coun t ry 
faithfully for more than a quar te r of a century , he re-
ceived his mortal wound whi le gal lant ly leading his 
reg iment in the s torming of Monterey . W h o of his 
regiment will ever forget the cool and calm manner in 
which he took the regiment into action, march ing it 
wi th the same precision as if on the drill field? H e 
w a s a man of i ron nerves , a str ict disciplinarian, and a 
w a r m fr iend. H e is the sixth officer of the 3d Infan-
t ry who fell at Monte rey . 

N e a r the spot w h e r e M a j o r L e a r w a s wounded fell 
the gal lant Ba rbour . T h e lat ter , a na t ive of K e n -
tucky, g radua ted at the Mil i tary A c a d e m y in 1834, and 
joined the 3d Infant ry as a b reve t second l ieutenant in 
that year . H e was promoted to a second lieutenant in 
1836, and a first l ieutenant in 1838. In the lat ter yea r 
he was appointed ad ju tan t of the regiment , which office 
he held until the fall of 1845, d ischarging its duties with 
g r e a t ability and dist inguished credi t . As an adju-
tant , he had not his equal in the service . H e accom-
panied his reg iment to Flor ida , and performed the a r -
duous duties connected with his staff appointment , not 
only of the regiment , but of assistant ad ju tant -genera l 
of the a r m y for a short t ime, and of the western dis-
tr ict for more than a year , wi th credit to himself and 
satisfaction to all. F o r meri torious services in Flori-
da he was brevet ted a captain, and in N o v e m b e r , 1845, 
w a s promoted to that g r ade . F o r gal lant ly resisting, 
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on the 9th of M a y , a c h a r g e of c a v a l r y which threat -
ened the r ecap tu re of a ba t te ry , he w a s brevet ted a 
major . H e fell, gal lant ly leading his company , on the 
21st of Sep tember . H e w a s one of the most accom-
plished and finished soldiers in the a r m y ; he had not 
his superior in his g rade . H e w a s essential ly a mili-
t a ry man in all his thoughts, words , and actions. H e 
was a rigid d isc ip l inar ian ; dignified without reserve , 
exact ing prompt obedience, but affable and cour teous 
to all. H e was a fond husband, a w a r m ' a n d devoted 
fr iend, and eminent ly calcula ted to shine in all the so-
cial relations of l ife; his high and honorable soul scorn-
ed all meanness. In wha teve r circle he moved his in-
fluence was ever felt, and his depar tu re a lways r eg re t -
ted . By his death the service and his reg iment have 
sustained an i r reparab le loss ; both have been deprived 
of one of its br ightest ornaments . Sold ier ! f r iend! peace 
to thy noble ashes ! T h o u hast fought bravely, and died 
nobly upon the battle-field. M a n y tears will be shed 
over thy g r ave . T h y noble form and generous dispo-
sition will long be missed by c r o w d s of admir ing 
friends ; thy goodness and thy deeds a r e engraven upon 
the hear ts of thy comrades , and thy n a m e will be hand-
ed down in the annals of thy count ry . 

W e hear it rumored tha t fault is found with General 
Tay lo r for the armistice and the t e rms of the capitula-
tion. I can not imagine upon wha t ground. T h e more 
I reflect upon it, the more I am convinced that , under 
the circumstances, they w e r e the best terms that could 
have been made . T a k e it for gran ted w e could have 
forced the Mexican a r m y into an unconditional surren-
der, w h a t was to be gained by it ? W e encumbered 
ourselves with ten or twelve thousand men we could 
not have fed, and would have been forced to turn loose. 



T h e policy of our government has, thus far, been hu-
manity. H u m a n i t y has been par t icular ly inculcated 
upon the commanding g e n e r a l ; and when could he have 
had a bet ter oppor tuni ty of giving a pract ical exempli-
fication of our feelings and policy than in the present 
ins tance? U n d e r all the c i rcumstances , bet ter t e rms 
should not have been wished ; they not only reflect 
credi t upon our b r a v e chief, but prove to the world 
tha t this w a r is not a w a r of conquest for conquest 's 
sake ; but that , in the height of victory, humani ty , and 
a s t rong desire to obtain an honorable peace, cha r ac -
terized the capitulation. T h e count ry will assuredly 
suppor t Genera l T a y l o r . At best, w e w e r e unprepar-
ed to advance beyond this point, and to have encum-
bered ourselves with a large a r m y of prisoners would 
h a v e been the ex t reme of folly, more par t icular ly as 
the a r m y w h o had bravely defended the place march-
ed out wi th only their personal a rms and six pieces of 
art i l lery. E v e r y th ing else fell into our h a n d s ; in the 
ar t icle of ammunition alone w e cap tured more than 
has been sent for the use of the " Army of Occupation." 

T h e troops on the Rio Grande , dur ing this period, 
w e r e under the command of Major -genera l Pa t te rson , 
whose headquar t e r s w e r e at Camargo . T h e follow-
ing are the different regiments, and the mode of their 
d is t r ibut ion: 

At Camargo, 2d Br igade , Genera l Pil low command-
ing, composed of 2d Tennessee , Colonel H a s k e l l ; Ala-
bama, Colonel Cof fee ; Ohio and K e n t u c k y Br igade, 
Genera l Marshal l commanding , composed of the 2d 
Ken tucky , Colonel M ' K e e , 2d Ohio, Colonel M o r g a n ; 
Illinois Brigade, General Shields commanding, com-
posed of 3d Illinois, Colonel Forman , 4th Illinois, Col-
onel Baker , 2d Infantry, Colonel Ri ley. 

At Reynosa, Company H , 2d Arti l lery, and two com-
panies of the 1st Indiana, Captain S w a r t w o u t com-
manding. 

Matamoras, 3d Ohio, Colonel Curtis, Capta ins Louds, 
Yanness , and N o r m a n ' s companies of Art i l lery, Colonel' 
Clarke commanding . 

Camp Belknap, Indiana Br igade, General L a n e com-
mand ing ; 2d Indiana, Colonel Bowles, 3d Indiana, Col-
onel Lane . 

Mouth of the Rio Grande, 1st Indiana, Colonel Drake . 
Brasos Island, Captain Por t e r ' s c o m p a n y of Art i l -

le ry . 
Point Isabel, one company of Art i l lery, M a j o r Gard -

ne r commanding . 

C H A P T E R X V I . 

ON the 2d of N o v e m b e r Major J a m e s G r a h a m a r -
rived from Washing ton as bearer of d ispatches to Gen-
eral Tay lo r . Of course, all was exci tement until their 
contents w e r e divulged. T h e government directed 
General T a y l o r to announce to the Mexican authorit ies 
tha t the armist ice was broken up, and that we w e r e to 
commence hostilities wi th r enewed ene rgy . It w a s 
r a the r a mat te r of as tonishment to those who k n e w the 
actual s tate of affairs how tha t w a s to be done. It is 
announced that General T a y l o r has twen ty thousand 
men at his command . A t this date our returns only 
show thirteen thousand, and I question whether , f rom 
the grea t sickness and discharges a m o n g the volunteers, 
the general could ra ise an efficient a r m y of ten thou-
sand men. T o c a r r v out these instructions, Major G r a -
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ham, with a small escort , w a s dispatched, on the 6th 
ol N o v e m b e r , to communica te to the general command-
ing the Mexican forces the o rders of our government . 
W e know he will be permit ted to go to Saltillo, but it 
is ext remely improbable that they will permit his fur-
ther advance . 

Again ac t ive operat ions m a y be considered as re-
newed . T h e government , having decided upon at tack-
ing Tampico , determined, wi thout any consultation 
wi th General Tay lo r , to send General" Pat terson, in 
command of a force, for that purpose. His o rders 
w e r e not even passed through Genera l T a y l o r . T h e 
genera l , wi th his usual magrtanimity, t h r e w no obsta-
cles in his w a y , and Genera l Pa t te rson commenced or-
ganizing his command. T h e t w o companies of the 2d 
Infant ry at Monte rey w e r e immediate ly ordered back 
to C a m a r g o , as the 2d Infantry w a s to be a par t of his 
command. General Wor th , with his division, with the 
exception of the 7th Infantry, one company of Arti l lery, 
and M'Kal l ' s ba t te ry , and Colonel Smith, a re ordered 
to march to Saltillo on the 12th instant . 

On the 5th, a priest was detected inducing our men 
to desert . Seve ra l have proved false to their colors, 
and gone over to the enemy. T h e r eve rend gent le-
m a n was placed in confinement, and was shipped by 
train to Camargo . If he ge t s his deserts , he should be 
hung, spite of his sanct i ty. T h e recrui t ing officer 's 
du ty is ha rd ly in keeping with that of the priest. T h e 
enemy offer as high as one hundred and fifty dollars per 
man, wi th a promise of a cap ta incy . If they will g ive 
tha t much for a private, w h a t will they not give for an 
officer ? I should think w e should, a t least, have one 
of their mines, and a general ' s commission. 

General T a y l o r intends going to Saltillo with two 

squadrons of dragoons, on the 12th instant, and re turn 
immediately. Upon his re turn he will organize a col-
umn, and move upon Tampico as a support ing force 
Opinions a r e very much divided as to the res is tance 
that will be offered. T h e r e is a rumor tha t S a n t a 
Anna has ordered the w i thd rawa l of the t roops from 
that point. I should not be astonished if it was t rue • 
for he must feel assured it will fall, its ga r r i son and 
art i l lery captured . S a n t a Anna deprived of their com-
missions, and placed in confinement, all the gene ra l 
officers of Ampudia 's a r m y but Mejia and Ric ina—at 
feast such is the report . Ampudia was confined in 
Perote . H e remarked to General T a y l o r tha t he 
would lose his commission for the capitulat ion. Gen-
eral Pa redes has left the count ry and gone to H a -
vana. 

On the 8th an express a r r ived f rom Genera l W o o l 
repor t ing his arr ival a t Monclova. H e does not in-
tend to advance upon Chihuahua, but will remain at 
Monc lova until fu r the r orders . 

On one of m y late visits to the city, I paid an in-
teres t ing one to a children's (female) school. T h e 
school-mistress w a s a respec table l a d y ; the chi ldren 
had finished their recitations, and w e r e act ively en-
g a g e d embroider ing. T h e r e w e r e some beautiful crea-
tures a m o n g them, and with one bright-eyed little one 
I should most cer ta inly h a v e had a frolic had I been 
mas te r of her language. T h e r e a r e several schools 
in the ci ty, but education is whol ly confined to the 
children of the higher class. T h e poor a re kept in 
u t ter ignorance, and under a blind obedience to their 
priests. T h e i r whole labor is for the Church ; a child 
can not be chris tened, a couple marr ied, the dead bur-
ied, without extor t ionate fees for the Church T h e 
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priests a r e o u r bi t terest enemies and opposers , and 
a r e the main-spr ing of the w a r . 

T h e g r e a t e s t curiosit ies in this coun t ry a r e the so-
ber , demure , honest d o n k e y s ; they a r e par t and par -
cel of the poor Mexican ; as much so as the pig of the 
I r ishman. T o see some of the funny- looking ones, 
wi th their monst rous loads, would m a k e a cynic laugh. 
T h e y will put nea r ly a whole field of fodder upon one 
of t h e m ; and so complete ly a re t hey covered that thei r 
legs can ha rd ly be seen—nothing but a moving mass 
of fodder . A n d then, if their fashion of r id ing could 
be seen, the c l imax of one's mir th would a r r ive . Af t -
er t h rowing off thei r load, instead of sitting on their 
saddle, they pu t themselves upon the apex of the don-
key 's r u m p , somet imes a little n e a r e r his tail, and the re 

t hey sit, and e v e r y s tep they keep their heels spas-
modical ly spurr ing the poor devil 's sides, not increas-
ing their ga i t one part icle , but only p rov ing tha t in 
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^ i n s t a n c e t hey do not g ive w a y to their u t te r 

M a j o r G r a h a m re turned f rom his mission on the 10th 

tfes i ? Z < D O f U r t h 7 t h a h S a l t i , , ° - T h e authori-
ties of the c i ty received him ve ry kindly, and pressed 
hm (under the impression he w a s the beare r of o Z s 

S a n ' ! " Z f
 S e T e n t °f the qUeSti°n> to * 

San Luis Potosí , offer ing to increase his escor t . H a v -
ing found an official With whom he could leave his dis-
patch, and t h e r e b y fulfill his orders , he felt bound in 
honor not to proceed . H e says the citizens appea red P e a r F l ' ° m t h G b 6 S t <^ rma P t i on he 
could obtain, S a n t a A n n a w a s a t S a n Luis Potosi w i th 
s a t e e n thousand men, and expected six thousand 
T h e y w e r e ac t ive ly engaged fort i fying. It w a s sup-
posed he w a s labor ing unde r g r e a t difficulties f rom 
def ic iency of money, and that he would find m u c h 
trouble in keeping so l a rge a force together . 

t h e X n S A a V e b e e D . r e c e i v e d Mexico, in which 
^ e dispatches conta ined in one of our mails (which 
w a s cap tu red not long since) figure la rge lv . As bad 
luck would have it, t hey w e r e quite i m p o r t a - t í o less 
than orders to co-opera te wi th the n a v y in an a t t a ck 
upon Tamp ,co . M u c h good m a y it do them. 

Oil the 10th an express a r r ived f rom M a t a m o r a s , 
with a letter f rom R o b e r t M ' L a n e , Esq. , s ta t ing he 
w a s beare r of impor tan t d ispatches f rom Wash ing ton 
I he movement of Genera l W o r t h w a s suspended On 
the 12th Mr . M ' L a n e a r r ived . T h e contents of the 
d ispatches did not prevent the movement . W e are to 
t ake possession of the different t o w n s and cities be 
t w e e n this and Tampico . 

On the 13th General W o r t h m a r c h e d wi th his divi-
sion, toge ther with Genera l T a y l o r . It is surmised an 



expedit ion is on foot agains t V e r a Cruz, and the re is 
no doubt the n a v y is o rde red to a t tack Tampico . W e 
rece ived a repor t it had been t aken b y a night a t tack. 
Genera l T a y l o r received S a n t a Anna ' s reply to his no-
t ice of the breaking up of the armist ice on his w a y to 
Saltillo. r , . » r , 

On the 21st of Sep tember a p r iva te of the 3d In fan t ry 
w a s morta l ly w o u n d e d by a cannon ball. An order ly 
passing by him, the m a n asked him for a drink of w a -
ter ; he g a v e it to him, and asked him if he could do 
any more for him. " Yes , m y friend, you can take m y 
musket back to the 3 d ; I am a dead man , but I would 
like my piece to go back to m y old regiment ." T h e 
musket w a s faithfully delivered, and the poor fel low 
died Another of our men, dashing across a s t feet , 
w a s s t ruck b y a musket ball on the leg. H e c lapped 
his hand upon the spot, turned on his well leg, and ex-
claimed, " Boys, I 've got my ticket! I 'm off for camp . 

On the 20th Colonel Belknap re turned from his t r ip 
to the R i o G r a n d e and St . Joseph 's Island. T h e gen-
eral hospital a t the lat ter place is broken up . H e was 
sent d o w n to press f o r w a r d supplies. 

On our m a r c h f rom C a m a r g o to M o n t e r e y inquiries 
would be m a d e r ega rd ing the chance of a f andango 
Pun tagu ida w a s the only place at wh ich w e enjoyed 
one T h e y all told us " Mucho fandango a Monte-
rev" Th i s was constant ly repea ted . Af te r the bat-
tle w e s a w the point of i t ; they facetiously re fe r red to 
the fight w e w e r e to h a v e ; cer ta in ly a most polite 
manner of informing us bloody w o r k w a s ahead. 
Some brave , chivalrous souls little thought, in all t h e 
confidence and buoyancy of youth, their hear t s filled 
wi th ant ic ipated pleasure, tha t the « f a n d a n g o a Mon-
t e r e y " w a s to be their death-knell . 

t he G Sd e r of N y , ° r Kand r e tu rned f rom Salt i l lo on 
the 23d of N o v e m b e r . H e entered and took posses-

m X s ° d T i ° n t h G I 6 t H - W h e n W i t h i » twelve 
a d , S P a t c h w a s him by the gove rno r of the 

city, protest ing against his occupying it. Af te r so 
g r e a t an effort his honor left immediately for San Luis 
I otosi, or, as they say here, « barnosed the ranch." H e 
was met, shortly before enter ing, by some of the prin-
c pal men of the city. T h e troops marched through 
the streets.with colors flying and d rums beating. Gen-
era W o r t h ' s division occupied the main P l a z f Gen-
eral Tay lo r , with his usual disinclination to any thing 
hke a house, passed through the ci ty with his dragoons, 
a n d encamped at the first s t ream. T h e peopfe ap-
pea red decidedly hostile, al though lots of p re t ty wom-
en and gir ls hned the windows and doors to see our 
t roops pass. T h e y wished to cha rge an extor t ionate 
pr ice for their forage, but the general sent out foragin^ 
parties, took w h a t he wan ted , and paid for it at his 
o w n price T h a t brought them to their senses, and 
they d e e d e d upon supplying the command at a fair 
1 cl IC. 

Saltillo is the capital of the S ta t e of Coahuila, and 
contains between fifteen and t w e n t y thousand inhab-
i tants. It is about seventy-five miles f rom M o n t e r e y 
I is si tuated upon the side of a hill of considerable de-
clivity T h e houses a re well built, many two stories 
h igh ; their mater ia l is sun-burned bricks, covered with 
cement T h e s t reets a r e well paved. It is about the 
size of Monterey , but much more compact ly built It 
has four Plazas kept in neat order , and fountains Scat-
tered throughout the city impar t to it an air of ele-
g a n c e and taste. Its Cathedral is a magnificent build-
ing, a third la rger than the one at Monterev , built ot 



these sun-dr ied br icks , and the c e m e n t mixed wi th 
small s tones . T h e in ter ior is m a g n i f i c e n t — g r o i n e d 
a r c h e s , r i ch and e l a b o r a t e c a r v i n g s , pane l ed floors, 
and o r n a m e n t s of gold and s i lver . N o t h i n g has been 
r e m o v e d — t h e first ins tance , as y e t ; for he re to fo re ev-
e r y C a t h e d r a l has been s t r ipped of its va luab les pr ior 
to our a p p r o a c h . S a n Lu i s Po tos i is c e l e b r a t e d for i ts 
fairs, and is qui te a p lace of business. It boasts of a 
co t ton f ac to ry , e m p l o y i n g some fifty hands ( m a n y of 
t h e m Y a n k e e gir ls) , o w n e d by 'an E n g l i s h m a n . Oats , 
w h e a t , ba r l ey , and c o r n a re cu l t iva ted . Our t r o o p s 
will have a g o o d supp ly of flour. T h e m a g u e y is ex-
tens ive ly cu l t iva ted ; t he g r a p e a n d app le flourish ; but , 
f r o m its e x t r e m e e leva t ion , it is too cold for the o r a n g e . 
J a c k f ros t paid the g e n e r a l a visit n e a r l y e v e r y n ight , 
and t w i c e ice w a s found in c a m p . T h e t roops will 
suffer , o w i n g to the s c a r c i t y of w o o d : it is b rough t 
s eve ra l l eagues . 

C a p t a i n G r a h a m , of the D r a g o o n s , w e n t t h i r t y miles 
beyond , t o w a r d S a n Lu is Potosi , to e x a m i n e the passes . 
T h e y w e r e said to be i m p r e g n a b l e ; bu t he r epo r t s t h e y 
c a n be read i ly t u r n e d . T h e c i ty is c o m m a n d e d by a 
hill, and wou ld h a v e been u n t e n a b l e b y the e n e m y . 
N o doub t these cons ide ra t ions inf luenced its abandon-
ment . T h e Pas so del M u e r t o s , b e t w e e n Salt i l lo a n d 
M o n t e r e y , is rea l ly a v e r y s t rong posit ion, a t wh ich a 
f e w d e t e r m i n e d m e n migh t d i spu te t he p a s s a g e of a n 
a r m y . T h e e n e m y had fort if ied it, but , in thei r r e t r e a t , 
des t royed the w o r k s . T h e g r e a t b e a u t y of t he ponies 
a t Salt i l lo is spoken of in en thus ias t i c t e r m s by the of-
ficers. S a n t a A n n a o r d e r e d the t a n k s b e t w e e n S a n 
Lu i s Po tos i to be d e s t r o y e d . T h e difficulties a t t end-
ing a m a r c h to S a n Lu i s Potosi a r e v e r y g r e a t ; t hey 
have n o t been m a g n i f i e d ; and , wi th the loss of these 

T H E W A R W I T H M E X I C O ; 

at Salti l lo. W h i l e t he J f f ' t e m P ° r a r i I v left 
a b a n d o n : T ^ T — of 

ccupied b y the n a v y * w a s 

out a n y res i s tance . T h e exoeH ^ ^ W i t h " 
b y C o m m o d o r e P e r r v T ^ W 3 S c o m ™ n d e d 
works , took off w h a t cannon I 6 " 6 * 7 , d e s t r o ^ d thei r 
r es t into the r ive , the-V could, and t h r e w the 

^ - l ^ t t r v e d r°m 
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 h o w i t z . 
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- a n d , in tend ,ng to e m t ^ forT ^ ° f ^ C ° m " 
era l expressed a m e s s e n g e r ^ e r T f i m ' w h g e D ' 
over took and s topped him at M V f o r t u n a t e l y 



plans and directions a l ready t ransmit ted to Genera l 
Pat terson, and can only be accounted for by a spirit of 
insubordination or ut ter ignorance of mil i tary respon-
sibility. T h e 2d Reg imen t of In fan t ry took post about 
the middle of N o v e m b e r at Monte Morelos. It is a 
small t own about sixty miles from here, on the road to 
Tampico . v 

In some of the Mexican papers which w e have re-
ceived there is a defense of General Ampudia by his 
nephew. T h e genera l has been sentenced to death 
by one court , but as he has an appeal to t w o more, 
the result is easily foreseen. F r o m another art icle, i t 
seems the Mexicans c a r r y their sys tem of r e w a r d s so 
far as to brevet towns. A lva rado is nothing more than 
a vil lage ; but for its gal lant defense agains t the at-
tacks of our navy , the supreme government , wi th any 
quant i ty of pre t ty compliments, has seen fit to brevet it 
a city. And the hamlet is dignified with the title of 
village. W h a t g r ea t rejoicing the good inhabitants 
must have h a d ! w h a t an eat ing of sweet -bread and 
dr inking of muscal t he re must have been upon the re-
ception of the joyful intelligence ! If adobes (bricks) 
could speak, w h a t magnificent thanks those houses 

would r e t u r n ! 
Seven T e x a n s w e r e taken prisoners previous to the 

s torming of Monte rey , a t China and the Presidio cross-
ing of the Rio Grande . Some belonged to Colonel 
H a y s ' s regiment , and some to the gua rd left at the 
Presidio by Colonel H a r n e y . T h e y w e r e taken to 
S a n Luis Potosi. W h e n Genera l T a y l o r sent his dis-
patch, giving notice of the cessation of the armist ice , 
he demanded their release. San ta Anna complied 
with it, and, in a flaming let ter , complimenting our 
w o r t h y general upon his g r ea t magnanimi ty , &c. , sent 

them with an escort to Saltillo, where they w e r e de-
l ivered to General W o r t h . T h e y w e r e in wre t ched 
plight, but said t h e y w e r e t reated kindly. T h e y re 
ported S a n t a Anna wi th twenty-seven thousand men 
and that he was fortifying the city. The i r descript ion 
of the road is a n y thing but agreeab le to those w h o 
expect to t ravel it. F o r thirty leagues the t rave le r is 
dependent upon tanks for wa t e r . It is with the g rea t -
est difficulty the stock is supplied b y keeping animals 
d r a w i n g w a t e r night and day . It makes o n e thirs ty 
to think of it. } 

Desert ions of late have been a la rmingly on the in-
c rease ; it is chiefly confined to the Engl ish and Ger-
mans, par t icular ly the latter. T h e sons of E r i n can 
not be seduced. T h e r e is a regular ly-organized g a n g 
to effect desertions. A plan w a s laid by some of our 
men to ca tch the scamps : they pretended they w e r e 
disgusted wi th our service, and wished to g o over to 
the enemy. T h e y w e r e taken by the Mexicans into a 
pr ivate room, and there promised #60, c i t izens 'c lo thes 
and a horse and guide to take them to the a r m y ' 
E v e r y thing was ag reed to.; and the Mexicans , to be 
ex t ra liberal, g a v e them fifty cents each to dr ink the 
health of their illustrious genera l , Seno r Don Lopez de 
San ta Anna . As they w e r e passing out of the city, 
one of them requested permission to stop in a house to' 
see a fr iend. H e communicated the state of affairs. 
T h r e e Mexicans w e r e taken, and a m o n g the n u m b e r 
w a s the son of the alcalde of the city. 

T h e 3d In fan t ry erec ted a cemete ry for the officers 
w h o fell a t Monterey . It is a square inclosure, situa-
ted a few yards to the west of the road l ead ing to 
Monte rey , and direct ly in f ront of the c a m p of the 
regiment . T h e wall is four feet high, and on the face 
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t o w a r d the c a m p there is a r ec t angu la r pillar sur-
mounted by a cross. It is built of blocks of whi te 
l imestone nea t ly dressed. T h e remains of the officers 
hav ing been dis interred f rom the shal low g r a v e s in 
which they had been placed on the battle-field, a t 4 
P .M. on the 25th of N o v e m b e r the funeral c e r e m o n y of 
the gal lant dead took place. T h e 4 th In fan t ry w e r e 
the escort , and the 3d a t tended as mourners . It w a s 
a sad and melancholy duty , ye t one which car r ied 
some little consolation to the officers of the reg iment , 
and will be of inestimable sat isfact ion to their f r i ends 
and relat ives. T h e service, for the dead was r e a d by 
M a j o r L . Thomas . T h e r e they lie, s leeping as they 
fought , side by side ; and there they should be per-
mitted to remain , surrounded by tower ing mountains, 
and in the midst of scenery unsurpassed for g r a n d e u r 
and beauty, until the " last t r u m p " shall summon them 
before their Maker . L e a r , Morr is , Field, Barbour , 
I rwin , H a z l i t t — w h e r e could h a v e been found in the 
service more gallant , courteous, and excel lent officers ? 
F l o w e r s of your r e g i m e n t ! an ear ly frost has fo rever 
closed your opening l eaves—has stopped the pulsa-
tions of your w a r m and generous hear ts ! But, unlike 
ea r th ly flowers, the m e m o r y of your vir tues , of your 
noble, chivalric bearing, no frost can des t roy. You 
will live in the hear ts of your coun t rymen , and your 
m e m o r y will be cherished in your r eg imen t while it 
exists. H i s to ry will record your gal lant bear ing w h e n 
fighting agains t g r e a t odds, and the spot upon wh ich 
you fell, cr imsoned by your hear t ' s blood, will be sa-
c red to e v e r y Amer ican . 

T h e Alabama regiment , under the command of 
Colonel Coffee, w a s sent round by w a t e r to Tampico . 
General Pa t te rson w a s o rde red to m a r c h upon Victo-



r ia with the two Illinois reg iments and the Tennessee 
reg iment of cava l ry . Genera l T a y l o r o rde red Gen-
eral Wool with his command to P a r r a s , w h e r e he ar-
rived on the 5th of December . P a r r a s is s i tuated to 
the east of Saltillo. It is descr ibed as a beautiful place, 
and the count ry under rich cul t ivat ion. Parr a m e a n s 
a v ineyard ; hence its name , the coun t ry in the vicini-
t y be ing a succession of v ineyards . A t this p lace 
l a rge quanti t ies of the nat ive wine and b r a n d y a r e 
m a d e ; the wine is a fair art icle, and the b randy , ex-
cept ing its pecul iar taste , is quite good . 

Br igad ie r -genera l T h o m a s L . H a m e r expired on 
the n igh t of the 2d of December , a f t e r a v e r y shor t 
illness. E v e r since the batt le he has been in bad 
heal th , but no fears w e r e enter ta ined of his r e cove ry . 
On the 1st of D e c e m b e r he w a s seized with an a la rm-
ing a t tack of dysentery , which resulted in a lmost im-
media te death. I t ca s t a g loom over the a rmy . H e 
was universal ly es teemed b y us. H e w a s a man of 
unpre tend ing manners , of sound judgment , and of fear-
less independence . H e was a conspicuous m e m b e r 
of the Democra t i c pa r ty , and had just been elected to 
Congress f rom his na t ive s ta te (Ohio). His whole po-
litical c a r e e r has been marked by devotion to his coun-
t r y and state. H e never descended to the low trick-
e r y of pa r ty , and of ten fearlessly advoca ted and voted 
for measures to wh ich a ma jo r i t y of his p a r t y w e r e 
w a r m l y opposed. Ohio lost in him one of her favor-
ite sons, the coun t ry one of her sound and good men, 
and the a r m y one of its w a r m e s t admirers and sup-
por ters . H e had m a d e it his par t icu lar s tudy to in-
form himself of our condition, of our wants , and the 
changes which a ruinous system demanded . A Re-
tired List, f rom its vital necess i ty to the well-being 

and efficiency of the service, he had repea ted ly prom-
ised to u rge with all the influence his high talent's and 
cha rac te r commanded . A s a genera l , wi thout mak-
ing the least pretensions, his good judgmen t and sound 
common sense invariably led him to correc t conclu-
sions and his f i rmness enabled him to execute th^m. 
His bereaved family and fr iends h a v e the consolation 
of k n o w i n g he died beloved by all who kneu, him. H , s 
funeral took place a t ten A . M . on the 4th of D e c e n t 

tuckv v T T C ° n S i S t e d ° f t h e 1 S i R e ^ i m e n t o f Ken-
C a n t i J r u e T > C ° m m a n d e d ^ M a j o r Shepherd , 
Captain Graham ' s company of Dragoons , and two 
pieces of Bragg ' s ba t te ry . T h e 1st Regiment of Ohio 
Volunteers a t tended as mourners , and all the officers 

G t a t T J f 1 7 S W e , ' e d t H e m ° U r n f u l P ^ c e s s i o n . 
General Q u i t m a n commanded the escort . T h e re 
mains of this g r e a t man, the balance-wheel of the vol-
unteer force, w e r e deposited in the ceme te ry of the 
3d Infant ry , and , a f t e r r ead ing the service for the 
dead three volleys w e r e fired over his g rave , and he 
was left to rest beside the honored dead of the 3d 
It was the first funeral of a genera l officer I ever at-
tended T h e serpent ine course of the procession, its 
w a y through the deep, da rk woods of St . D o m i n g 
the gu rg l i ng s t ream beside whose banks w e m a r c h e d ' 
combmed with the recollection of ou r g r e a t loss, made' 
it a funeral of unusual solemnity. 

On the l l t h of D e c e m b e r Genera l T a y l o r reorgan-
ized the b r igades of the 1st Division, p r e p a r a t o r y to 
their m a r c h for Victor ia . T h e 2d Dragoons , B r a d ' s 
bat tery, 2d and 3d Infant ry , consti tute the 3d Br igade 
commanded by Colonel H a r n e y . T h e 3d will unite' 
wi th the 2d In fan t ry at Montemorelos . T h e 1st In 
fantry , m i n i s t r y , Rifles, and Captain She rman ' s 



battery, at present commanded by Lieutenant Thom-
as, constitute the 4th Brigade, commanded by Colonel 
P . F . Smith. T h e 4th Infantry is to be left, and sta-
tioned at the citadel. The Baltimore Battalion is at-
tached to General Qui tman 's Brigade, which will 
move with our column. 

I have almost forgotten to mention we have had, 
for two or three weeks, a circus in full blast. T h e 
head of the company is a Mr . Hamblin . T h e y have 
been in this country near ly four years . T h e y take 
the native horses, and break them to the r i n g ; the 
horses are very tractable. Some of their ponies are 
beauties. W e Americans are a g rea t nat ion! whip 
the Mexicans one day, and offer them the amusements 
of a cii-cus the next. 

At 10 A.M. on the 11th of December , the funeral 
of Lieutenant Hoskins, of the 4th Infantry, and brevet 
first Lieutenant Woods, of the 2d Infantry, took place. 
A company of the 3d was their escort, and the 4th fol-
lowed as mourners . T h e y were buried in the ceme-
tery of the 3d Infantry. I t is proper and appropriate 
that such should be their burial-place. The two regi-
ments served together at Jefferson Barracks , moved 
together to Corpus Christi, and, since our arrival in 
this country, have been brigaded to this date. W e 
a r e now to be sepa ra t ed ; and it was grateful to the 
feelings of all that, just before our departure , the 3d 
should perform the last sad rites to their brothers of 
the 4th. Lieutenant Hoskins was the adjutant of his 
regiment, a whole-souled, noble fellow ; all who knew 
him loved him. Lieutenant Woods , just prior to the 
battle, was promoted to the 2d Infantry . As a brevet 
second lieutenant, he part icularly distinguished him-
self in the battle of the 9th of May , and for his^gallant-

r y was brevetted a first lieutenant n ^ h <u 
I a n . y o u n g officers fell in t h ^ g e of the t w T ^ 
panics of the 4th Infantry aga ins f Bat tery N o T o n ' 
the morning of the 21st. y ' ° n 

D e l m b e r r e r t L ^ I T " ^ t h e <>f 
d a y b r t k * * D m S I ° n — to~ at 

On the 12th I took my last evening stroll to the 
c e m e t e r y ; my hear t was s a d - f i „ e d to o v e l w i n g 
The innumerable happy hours spent with those w h o ! ' 
existence is now only marked by a cross and I r a , e 
rose vividly before me. Oh that I could recall vou 

w i s h D O b , r r y f d r r ° l d ? e n d S ' B U t ' a k s ! 

and br ' 6 r e t h l S ' 18 S G a , e d ; a n d i f the good 
folflT a K g i a n t e d h a p p i n e s s hereaf ter , surely a 
full measure has been accorded to you ! A depar ture 
s a lways more or less attended with melancholy for 

formed so ^ t H a t S P O t ° n e a r t h W h e r e have' not 
formed some warm ties ; where we have not received 
- m e acts of k indness ; where some friend, n a n J c t 
pation of our loss, has not exclaimed, « I ' m s o r r y - T ^ v 
so r ry you are going!» where some bright eve of wom-
an has not been dimmed with d e p a r t u r e ' / t e a r T b u t 
this spot, can any of us leave without feelings of the 
saddest nature ? And yet, w h y should we gr ieve ® 
H a v e no our brother officers and the gallant men 

dreadful I T T l ^ V * ™ dieadful fire, added another page to the g lory of 
American arms, and consecrated one of the loveliest 
spots upon which the eye ever rested f 

Swee t and gloriously brilliant was our last sunset at 
Monterey. From the rear of the cemetery could be 
seen the Saddle Mountain ; it was thrown into a deep 
dark shade ; its lofty peak appeared to be kissed by a 



dove-colored cloud, which anon extended itself and 
formed a delicate bridge across the saddle. Turn ing 
to the west, the sky was all br i l l iancy; the ragged 
peaks of the Mitre Mountain were illuminated by a 
golden light, and the distant outline of the Sier ra Ma-
dre, fringed with lofty pines, looked proudly down upon 
the quiet scene. But a soldier has no r ight to be sad ; 
his duty is to t ramp, t ramp, fight, fight, not to brood 
over misfortunes. Farewel l to the romantic c i ty ! 
Farewel l to the scenes never to be effaced from mem-
ory ! F a r e well to you, g raves of my brother officers ! 
would that you we re with us ! T h e memory of your 
noble deeds will nerve us in future battles. Thank 
God ! the cross protects your precious remains from 
desecrat ion. 

In one of my late visits to the city, I a t tended high 
mass at the Cathedral . I was induced to visit it to 
hear the organ. It is one of very fine tone, and the 
organist was a finished pe r fo rmer ; he played two or 
three exquisite pieces, some from our favorite operas. 
I left, struck with regret at the small congregation. I 
do not think there we re twenty souls p resen t ; and they, 
in the immensity of the Cathedral , we re hardly noticed. 
W a r has caused its solemn aisles to be deserted. The 
inhabitants have left the city, and must kneel at other 
al tars than those of their childhood. M a y peace soon 
enable them to return to those, so intimately and beau-
tifully associated with their every feeling, from the first 
wonder ing gaze of admir ing childhood, to the holy as-
sociations and impulses of mature r years . 

And now let us, for a while, contemplate the deeds 
of the navy, still engaged in blockading Mexican ports. 
T h e brig Truxton, commanded by Commander Car-
pender, was unfortunately run aground on the 15th of 

August, on the bar off Tuspan. Lieutenant Berrvman 
left m a boat to communicate the intelligence t o T 
squadron On the 17th she was abandoned by all the of-
ficers and men, except Lieutenant Hun te r with a boat's 
c rew. T h e lat ter succeeded in reaching a vessel of 
the sqadron, and the former surrendered them e l e s 
prisoners of war . T h e y were t reated kindly by the 
enemy, and were eventually exchanged for Genera l 

N w S U 1 : U ^ T him to JVew Orleans. Upon the reception of the news, the 
Princeton w a s immediately dispatched to the scene of 
the disaster, and finding it impossible to save the ves-
sei, she was burned. 

On the 15th of October a second attempt was made 
to capture the. town of Alvarado. Commodore Con-

" m T " T h e a " a c k i n S force c o n n e d 
h ; X e D a n d M ' L a n e ' t h r e e S u - b o a t . s . and 

schooners N o n a t a and Forward , and steamer Missis-
sippi, Commodore Pe r ry . It was thought the latter 
vessel could be brought near enough t o L m m L d the 
passage of the bar, but the wa te r was too low There 
: r b T h e : i a t

f
 m o u t h ° f t h e — 

guns T h e first division, consisting of the Reefer and 
Bonita, towed by the Vixen, crossed the bar and be-
came engaged with the battery. The second division, 

T S n a t a ' F ° r W a r d ' 3 n d P e t r e i ' towed by the M Lane , were prevented crossing by thè ground-

Z § r , ? a m e r " C ° m m o d o r e Connor finding it 
would be folly to proceed with the first division, with-
d r e w the vessels, and the attempt was abandoned. 

On the 16th of October Commodore Per ry sailed from 
the squadron to attack the town of Tobasco. H e took 
with him the s teamer Vixen, Captain Sands ; schooners 
Bonita, Benham; Reefer , S t e r r e t ; and Nonata , Haz-



ard ; schooner F o r w a r d , Captain N o n e s ; and s teamer 
M ' L a n e , Captain H o w a r d , both of the R e v e n u e serv-
ice. Captain Fores t had a command of some two 
hundred marines and sailors. On the 23d he crossed 
the bar , and took, wi thout resistance, the small t own of 
F ron t e r a , cap tur ing all the vessels in p o r t ; among the 
number , t w o s teamers . T o b a s c o is seventy-four miles 
f rom Fron te ra . On the morning of the 24th Commo-
dore P e r r y commenced the ascent of the r iver . T h e 
captured s teamer Pet r i ta t owed the F o r w a r d and the 
barges , and the Vixen the Bonita. On the morn ing of 
the 25th ar r ived in sight of F o r t Aceachappa , which 
commanded a difficult pass of the r iver . T h e enemy 
deser ted the fort , and the commodore ordered the guns 
spiked. Abou t noon all the vessels anchored in front of 
the town. T h e town was summoned and refused to 
sur render . In the mean t ime the boats captured five 
merchan t vessels. T h e town was fired upon by the 
vessels, and, in the af ternoon Cap ta in Fores t , wi th his 
command , w e r e ordered to take a position in the ci ty . 
Af te r a sha rp little engagement , they w e r e o rde red 
back at night. T h e t o w n w a s spa red at the earnes t 
solicitation of the foreign merchants . 

On the morning of the 26th preparat ions w e r e made 
to leave with their p r izes ; one of them, under the 
command of L ieu tenan t P a r k e r , grounded, and was 
immediately fired upon by the enemy. T h e vessel 
w a s ga l lant ly defended by Parke r , wi th the loss of one 
m a n killed and two wounded. T h e vessel was got 
off. In conveying an o rde r to Lieutenant Pa rke r , Lieu-
tenant Morr i s w a s wounded ; he died, f rom the effects 
of the wound, on the 1st of N o v e m b e r . H e was a gal-
lant young officer, beloved in the service, and his loss 
will be severe ly felt. T h e expedit ion re tu rned to Fron-

tera, and, leaving the mouth of the r iver blockaded, 
sailed for the anchorage of the squadron. 

On this expedit ion were captured and sent in two 
s teamers and seven sail vessels ; four sail vessels were 
burned. All the vessels in the r ive r w e r e captured or 
des t royed ; and no doubt a check w a s put to a com-
merce by which supplies of munitions were introduced 
h o m Yuca tan into Mexico. 

On the 12th of N o v e m b e r Commodore Connor sailed 
for T a m p c o with a la rge proport ion of his squadron, 
and on the 14th the city sur rendered unconditionally 
wi thout any resis tance. T h e n a v y held possession of 

Brasos * ^ ° f t r ° ° P S f r o m 

On the 20th of November , Lieutenant Pa rke r , wi th 
Midshipman Roge r s and Hynson , with a small boat 
and c r e w of six men, in the darkness of night, r o w e d 
m and succeeded in burning the bark Creole, anchor-
ed under the guns of San J u a n d 'Ulloa. It w a s a gal -
lant and da r ing ac t , ref lect ing grea t cred. t upon the 
heroic l ieutenant and his associates. On the 5th of 
December , Midshipman R . Clay Rogers , Doctor I W 
W n g h t , and John G. Fox, a seaman of the Somers ' 
wen t ashore for the purpose of reconnoi ter ing one of 
the enemy's magazines, and ascer ta in ing the practi-
cabil i ty of des t roying it. T h e pa r ty had g o n e some 
distance f rom the boat, w h e n they w e r e surrounded 
by seven Mexican soldiers. Doc to r W r i g h t made his 
escape. Midshipman Rogers and the seaman w e r e 
m a d e prisoners. 



C H A P T E R X V I I . 

S H O R T L Y a f t e r the declara t ion of w a r the president 
decided upon organiz ing a column to concent ra te in 
Texas , and move thence di rect ly upon the city of Chi-
huahua, the capital of the state of that name. Br iga-
dier-general J . E . Wool was assigned to the command 
of this force. S a n Antonio de Bexar was the point se-
lected for concentra t ion. It was the last of August , 
1846, before the various corps arr ived. T h e general ' s 
column, which he denominated the " Cent ra l d i v i s i o n 
A r m y of Mexico ," was composed of the following regi-
m e n t s : 1st Illinois, Colonel H a r d i n ; 2d Illinois, Colonel 
Bisse l l ; six companies of Arkansas mounted men, Col-
onel Y e l l ; one c o m p a n y of K e n t u c k y Volunteers, com-
manded by Captain W i l l i a m s ; two companies of the 
1st Dragoons , Capta in S t e e n ; t w o companies of the 
2d Dragoons , M a j o r B e a l l ; th ree companies of the 6th 
Infan t ry , M a j o r Bonnevi l le ; and Capta in Wash ing ton ' s 
c o m p a n y of H o r s e Art i l le ry , mak ing an a g g r e g a t e of 
two thousand e ight hundred and twenty-nine men. 

F r o m the moment of their arr ival a t S a n Antonio 
e v e r y exert ion w a s made to push fo rward the mil i tary 
instructions of the volunteers, to p repa re them to take 
the field. T h e a r m y moved f rom San Antonio in t w o 
co lumns : the first under the command of Colonel H a r -
ney , 2d Dragoons , on the 26th of S e p t e m b e r ; the second 
under Colonel Churchill, on the 14th of October . Gen-
eral Wool, wi th his staff, left on the 29th of Sep tember . 
On the 8th of October the advanced column reached 
the Rio Grande , and crossed at the Presidio. Th i s is 

a small, di lapidated town, of probably a thousand in-
habi tants , r e m & k a b l e more for their uncleanliness and 
rasca l i ty than a n y other propensit ies. T h e two col-
umns uniting, the advance left on the 15th, and was 
followed by the remainder on the 16th of October . 
Thei r march was one of ex t reme interest , a l though of 
g r ea t fa t igue and annoyance . T h e count ry passed 
over was , a t times, beautiful ly romant ic ; bold and 
magnif icent r anges of mountains ever g laddened the 
eye ; and the happy, smiling valleys, teeming with r ich 
harvests , their fields i r r igated by the dashing mount-
ain s t reams, formed a picture that depr ived fat igue of 
some of its pains. 

T h e towns passed through a re descr ibed as ve ry in-
teresting, all being built a f t e r the old Spanish fashion 
T h e commands were t reated kindly at e v e r y point, and 
w e r e enabled to obtain eve ry thing the coun t ry afford-
ed at modera te prices. T o their credi t be it said, no 
act of violence or robbery was commit ted. T h e towns 
of S a n Fe rnando de Rosas and San ta Rosa are partic-
ular ly spoken of. T h e lat ter lies at the foot of one of 
the most beautiful mountain ranges in the world It 
is especial ly noted for the richness of its silver mines. 
In consequence of the unsettled s ta te of the govern-
ment, they have not been worked for m a n y yea r s 
Genera l W o o l w a s received with m a r k e d civility by 
the alcalde of the place, and all seemed to look upon 
the ar r iva l of his force with a favorable eye . T h e soil 
m the val leys is rich, and produces noble crops of corn, 
whea t , and bar ley . 

T h e command ar r ived at Monclova on the 29th of Oc-
tober, and took possession of it wi thout any resistance 
It is situated in a valley celebrated for its g rea t pro-
duction of g r a i n : oranges, figs, lemons, «fee., a r e found 



rat-, J 

in g r ea t abundance . I t is quite an old town, and in 
r a the r a di lapidated condition. A small hill, dividing 
it into two parts , commands a beautiful v iew of the 
ci ty ; the back ground of mountain r idges p roduces a 
striking effect. General Wool decided at this point not 
to prosecute his m a r c h upon Chihuahua. 

C H A P T E R X V I I I . 

D E C E M B E R 13th. Genera l T w i g g s , wi th his division, 
s tar ted at sunrise for Victoria. It w a s a p rompt move-
men t—the first d a y ra ther a late s ta r t is expected . I 
had the felicity of being on r e a r guard with m y com-
pany . Of all duties to per form, it is the most d isagree-
able for the first day ' s march . All the d runkards must 
be taken ca r e of, and I had m y hands full. T h e infan-
t r y marched di rect to the vil lage of Guadaloupe ; the 
art i l lery and b a g g a g e train wen t through Monte rey . 
T h e sunrise w a s magnificent, and eve ry thing appear -
ed combined to leave a pleasing impression of the old 
camp . 

Before a r r iv ing at the village, w e passed some f a r m s 
under excellent cultivation, and crossed the Ar royo 
Topo . It is a clear , swif t - running s t ream, pebbly bot-
tom, whose bluff banks w e r e lined with the wil low, in-
terspersed with the tall, g racefu l palm-leaf cane. T h e 
vil lage is s i tuated direct ly at the foot of the Saddle 
Mounta in , and contains some five hundred inhabitants. 
It is well laid out, has a neat little Cathedra l , lots of 
p re t ty women, and men enough loitering about, wi th 
their shovel -crowned hats and gracefu l ponchos, to 
w h i p a small a rmy . W h i l e the train w a s arr iv ing and 

passing, I s topped at a house, w h e r e they kindly offer-
ed me a seat in the shade. I tr ied to make f r iends with 
the children, but, in spite of the pa 's " bueno Ameri-
cano," and the ma 's " Amer icano amigo," and m y offer 
of an insinuating " bit," they kept at a respectful dis-
tance. I p resume the little things a re t augh t to fear 
us. Our course f rom the village w a s sl ightly to the 
nor th of east, over a good road and l imestone count ry . 
Our road runs nea r the base of the S ie r ra Madre . 
Af te r a march of ten miles, w e encamped on the Topo . 

D e c e m b e r 14th. M a r c h e d at daybreak . E v e r y 
one w a s fresh for a good pull, and a pull, indeed, they 
made of it. T h e heat was intense, almost equal to 
m i d - s u m m e r ; the g ras s all dried up, not hav ing had 
a drop of rain for three months, and the road e i ther 
ankle-deep in dust , or filled with small sha rp stones, 
which mater ial ly assisted not only in wea r ing out your 
shoes, but blistering your feet. O u r route, until w e 
reached Cadere ta , was over a magnif icent table of 
land, being the dividing r idge be tween the T o p o and 
San J u a n . Our course is still to the north of east, wi th 
an extensive r a n g e of mountains to the west , and in the 
eastern horizon the mounta ins of Ceralvo. T h e coun-
t r y has lost much of its beauty, the g r e a t d rought hav-
ing burned up e v e r y thing. Occasional ly w e would 
ca tch glimpses of the r ich alluvial plantat ions upon the 
Topo, which mater ia l ly depr ived the picture of much 
monotony—monotony , save in those glorious mount-
ains, wh ich a r e ever cha rming , ye t seem n e v e r to v a r y 
their proximity. Th i s coun t ry is the coun t ry of decep-
tive distances. One can hardly credit i t : mounta ins , 
miles distant, appea r within a short r ide ; ye t t ravel 
for days , and there they are , apparen t ly a t the s ame 
distance. 



W e have marched th i r ty - two miles f rom Monte rey , 
and w e a re just realizing w e a re bidding farewel l to 
our old friend the Sadd le Mounta in . This evening it 
appears to r ise h igher and higher , and come f o r w a r d 
again to g ree t us. T h e r e a re no less than t h r e e dis-
tinct r anges in the mountain chain a long which our 
road runs, each rising in a succession of conical peaks, 
wi th singularly distinct wedge-l ike sides, until the last 
is of ten lost in the clouds. W e stopped to " noon" six 
miles f rom Cadere ta . Grea t barga ins w e r e dr iven for 
eggs and chickens. Jus t before r each ing Cadere ta , 
you suddenly descend from the dividing ridge, and the 
beautiful c i ty lies at you r feet, wi th he r whi te houses 
imbedded in o range groves , s i tuated in a richly-culti-
va ted valley, on a slightly e levated bluff on the r ight 
bank of the Topo, surrounded by gardens , wi th the 
dash ing s t ream steal ing a w a y in the midst of a wilder-
ness of sugar -cane and corn . Our approach caused 
the good people to turn out. I w a s full of ag reeab le 
expectat ions, hav ing formed no o rd ina ry idea of the 
fa i ry city. W o m e n in c r o w d s w e r e on the bank above 
the crossing-place, a t t rac ted , as they are and should be, 
by the button. A wobegone looking set they mus t 
have taken us for, covered with dust, and no par t icu lar 
show of any extra abundance of clothing. 

Cross ing the r iver , w e continued our route through 
the city. I presumed w e w e r e to e n c a m p on the op-
posite side, but imagine m y disappointment , and tha t 
of ail, to find w e w e r e to proceed, and have no oppor-
tuni ty to examine the place. I was u t ter ly disgusted, 
but del ighted with the little I s aw . T h e s ame S p a n -
ish style of building, la rge y a r d s with high walls, 
o r ange and o ther eve rg reen g roves in profusion. T h e 
houses w e r e well built, some two stories high, and 

painted with bright and cheerful colors ; their quaint 
old wooden doors, wi th massive bolts and fantast ic 
knockers , g a v e them quite an ar is tocra t ic appea rance 
As w e passed along, the men in c rowds ga the red at 
the corners of the streets, and the br ight eyes of p re t ty 
women w e r e occasionally peeping at us through the 
g ra ted windows . I s a w more well-dressed men, w h o 
looked like gen t lemen of e a s y c i rcumstances , than I 
had met previously ; the females looked tidy, and their 
complexions w e r e l ighter . Jus t as w e entered the 
Plaza the Ca thedra l bell tolled for 12 o'clock. It had 
a r ich, d e e p tone. T h e Cathedra l was commenced on 
a magnif icent scale, but for some reason remains un-
finished, impar t ing to it the a p p e a r a n c e of a ruin In 
the cen te r of the Plaza is a Cor in thian column, about 
for ty feet high, e rec ted in honor of the declara t ion of 
their independence . T h e streets a r e well paved , and 
cleanliness i t se l f ; there is a happy air about the p lace 

M a r c h i n g from Cade re t a to our encampmen t on the 
r ight bank of the T o p o G r a n d e (one of the b ranches 
ot the San Juan) was excessively fat iguing, and the 
dust actual ly choked us. F o r the last mile w e had to 
march m a n a r r o w lane, on each side a high brush 
fence, iiot a part icle of air, and the dust so thick it 
could be cut. I could not help thinking the " wh i t e 
kid-glove g e n t r y " w e r e earning their per diem this 
day . T h e Val ley of the Topo Grande is under rich 
cultivation with sugar and corn. M a n y of the men 
gave out, f rom the excessive hea t and length of the 
m a r c h . T w e n t y - t w o miles to a recru i t is no joke. 
Jus t as w e reached c a m p w e passed a squad of men 
resting. One of my company was whis t l ing with the 
g rea tes t glee the Cachucha. One of the squad, who 
was complete ly used up, exclaimed, « W h a t would 1 
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not g ive to be able to whist le like tha t m a n ? " P o o r 
f e l low! whistl ing car r ied to him the idea of freshness 
and f reedom f rom fatigue. Give m e your singing, 
whist l ing fellows ; they are a l w a y s contented. If you 
have to deeide be tween two men, take the fellow w h o 
whist les and sings ; you m a y be sure he is equally 
honest , and much more will ing. 

D e c e m b e r 15th. S ta r ted at 8 A . M . ; heat excessive. 
Our course has been southeast s ince l eav ing Cade re t a , 
over a succession of rocky r idges and r ich bottoms. 
N e a r l y all the low lands a re under cultivation. N o 
mat te r how rich the soil is, if it c an not be i r r iga ted it 
is of much less value. I t rains so seldom there would 
be no cer ta in ty of making a c rop upon the high table-
lands. Our road w a s well wa te red . 

An immense quant i ty of sugar -cane is g r o w n in these 
valleys. The i r mode of manufac tu r ing it is primitive 
e n o u g h : w h e n the t ime for gr inding the c a n e ar r ives , 
the whole family leave their house, and go to the sugar-
shed and take up their quar te rs . T h e r e , for a mill, you 
see a plain cyl inder , wi th c o g s ; a r egu la r old-fashion-
ed cider-mill, wi th a long a r m turned by a yoke of 
oxen. A man stands by and feeds the mill wi th s tr ips 
of cane two feet long. T h e juice runs f rom a g u t t e r 
into a t rough. A fu rnace is obtained by digging a hole 
in the g round , into which is placed, leaving room for 
the fire below, an immense copper kettle for a boiler. 
W h e n tha t and the t rough a re filled, t he operat ion of 
g r ind ing ceases until that amount of juice is boiled 
down . U n d e r the shed is collected the whole family; 
the aged g randparen t s , their children, and their g rand-
children, all ei ther dr inking the juice o r c h e w i n g the 
cane. Chewing cane takes up half their time, and a v e r y 
lucra t ive t r a d e is dr iven by its sale. N o w h e r e can such 

fat, d i r ty-faced children be found as at the mi l l ; it is a 
pleasure to see them enjoy it. T h e juice, ^vhen suffi-
cient ly boiled, is run into molds in the shape of t runc-
ated cones. In this shape, wrapped around wi th strips 
of the cane from which the juice is expressed , it is ex-
posed for sale, and called pitonci. T h e tas te of their 
sugar is any thing but pleasant—too much of the cane. 
Whi le at Monte rey , they w e r e v e r y anxious for us to 
visit their mills, and t reated us to as much juice as w e 
wanted , and never let us depa r t wi thout forc ing upon 
us two or three cakes of pilonci. A drink made of the 
juice and the g reen o range is delightful. 

W e encamped this evening on the r ight bank of the 
Ramos . It is a beautiful s t ream, and, w h e r e w e cross-
ed, appea red to issue di rect ly f rom the mountains. Its 
banks w e r e lined with cypress , wil low, sycamore , and 
ebony. Our camp-fires w e r e m a d e of ebony. Th ink 
w h a t e x t r a v a g a n t dogs w e w e r e ! M a r c h e d thir teen 
miles. 

D e c e m b e r 16th. S t a r t ed at daybreak . T h e atmo-
sphere w a s much cooler, and a brisk north wind braced 
us up. W e passed over a lovely coun t ry ; it w a s a 
succession of s tony r idges, and basins of the r ichest 
kind of soil. W e marched along rapidly, and before 
noon had passed ove r twe lve miles, when we r eached 
a hill which forbade a n y chance of our w a g o n s ascend-
ing without the assis tance of the men. I chris tened it 
"Di sappo in tmen t H i l l ; " for w e w e r e v e r y anxious to 
reach Montemorelos , and w e s a w our march delayed 
for some time within sight of the place. W e ascended, 
s tacked arms, and marched down again to assist the 
teams. T h e ar t i l lery got a long admirab ly by hi tching 
twe lve horses to a p iece ; but w h e n the mule-teams 
came, it was entirely another thing. T h e ascent must 
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h a v e been at least forty-five d e g r e e s ; cer ta in ly one 
of the steepest hills I eve r s a w w a g o n s ascend . 

General T w i g g s assumed the m a n a g e m e n t of the 
pas sage in person. T h o s e w h o know the genera l can 
not but recollect his peculiarities, and his facul ty of 
get t ing more work out of men in a g iven t ime than a n y 
other officer in the a r m y . A qua r t e r -mas te r stood no 
c h a n c e ; his s tentor ian lungs d r o w n e d e v e r y one's 
v o i c e ; and his tone of command did not admit of a n y 
question. " Br ing on tha t t eam, t h e r e ! " Along comes 
the t eam, with a company of j n e n hold of its wheels, 
and eve ry avai lable point. Q u a r t e r - m a s t e r — " Dr ive 
slowly, a little w a y at a t ime, and let you r mules b low." 
T e a m commences the a s c e n t ; all steam is c racked on, 
and the quar te r -mas te r cries " S top ." " S t o p ! the 
dev i l ! " cr ies the g e n e r a l ; " who ever heard of such a 
th ing? Crack a h e a d ! speak to your mules, sir, and 
keep them going as long as they will 1" And a w a y 
goes the t eam, amid c rack ing of whips and cheer ing 
of men. T h e men would pile on about six feet deep 
behind, pushing each other along. " G e n e r a l , those 
men a re cer ta inly doing no good." " You a re mistak-
en, s i r ; they a re keeping the man nex t the w a g o n f rom 
holding on go ing up hill." T h e last to cross w a s the 
quar te r -mas te r ' s forge. " Wel l , " exclaimed the gen-
era l , " do you think you can ge t up, ' las ty as ty , ' with-
out any men ?" " Oh, yes, genera l . " " Wel l , on with 
you !" By the t ime " las ty" had ascended twen ty feet 
the mules commenced backing. " G r e a t God ! team-
ster, which w a y are you go ing ? T h a t ' s not the w a y 
up the hill." And, amid peals of laughter , a company 
w e n t t o the assistance of " las ty ." 

W i t h a n y n u m b e r of jokes, the genera l succeeded in 
cross ing the t ra in in an hour and a half. F r o m the 



top of the hill the town w a s visible. Descending, w e 
marched at least three miles over a dead level, the soil 
of the r ichest cha rac te r , and well i r r igated. Skir t -
ed the town, and eneamped about 4 P .M. , hav ing 
m a r c h e d seventeen miles. T h e most str iking fea ture I 
s a w in passing by w a s the " s tar-spangled banne r " 
w a v i n g f rom the Plaza. T h e o range- t rees w e r e load-
ed wi th ripe oranges , and fig and peach t rees w e r e in 
abundance . 

D e c e m b e r 17th. A v e r y cold night and keen air in 
the morning . Af te r breakfast , wa lked to the city. It is a 
small place, of the usual Spanish a p p e a r a n c e ; the side-
wa lks and the s treets well paved ; s i tuated in a beau-
tiful and extens ive plain of thè r ichest soil, sur rounded 
by hills on the nor th , south, and east , and on the wes t 
a lof ty r a n g e of mounta ins incloses the val ley, adding 
a striking fea tu re to the landscape. T h e town con-
tains about t w o thousand inhabitants, and the val ley 
nine thousand. I ts Ca thed ra l is small, the altar v e r y 
neat , and most of the o rnaments solid si lver. It boasts 
of four bells, and f rom the belf ry you have a beautiful 
v i e w . T h e town lies at your feet, its houses imbedded 
in orange-groves , laden with their golden fruit. T o -
w a r d the eas t t he small R i v e r Pilon winds a w a y in 
the dis tance, running over a blue pebbly bed, 

L e a v i n g the Cathedra l , I passed th rough the princi-
pal s t reets , in wh ich a re several excellent s tores . Re-
turning, passed the funeral procession of a soldier of 
the 2d In fan t ry ; the solemn music of their excel lent 
band produced a sad effect. T h e town is nea r ly de-
ser ted ; all w h o can ge t a w a y have gone to the coun-
t ry , fearful of S a n t a Anna ' s w r a t h should he suspect 
them of any kindness or attention to us. It is a v e r y 
old town, and takes its name from a priest by the n a m e 

of Morelos, who held l a rge possessions in the vicinity, 
and w a s v e r y ac t ive in their s t rugg le for l iberty. The' 
chief ar t icle of commerce in this valley is sugar ; they 
h a v e been in the habit of supplying the mines about 
t w o hundred miles f rom he re with pilonci ; this yea r , 
h o w e v e r , the demand has been so g rea t f rom our sol-
diers, the t r ade has been diver ted to C a m a r g o and 
Matamoras . T h e miners will be ga ther the sufferers . 

Colonel Riley, wi th five companies t>f his regiment , 
has been stationed here for several weeks . F o u r more 
companies of that regiment and the 2d Tennessee , Col-
onel Haskell , a r r ived f rom C a m a r g o this morning. Gen-
eral T a y l o r and suite a r r ived to-day ; as also Genera l 
Qu i tman , with his br igade. M e t with and w a s intro-
duced to a gen t l eman by the n a m e of Thompson . H e is 
a doctor , and has been in this count ry for nineteen yea r s ; 
he looks for all the world like a Mexican, al though he' 
is a nat ive of Connect icut . H e told me he had been a t 
S a n Luis Potosi since the collection of S a n t a Anna 's 
a r m y , and says he has th i r ty thousand men, fourteen 
thousand of w h o m are regulars , well a rmed , and the 
r ema inde r a rabble , a rmed wi th knives and w h a t e v e r 
they can lay lay their hands on. T h e road f rom Vic-
toria to S a n Luis is impassable for wagons , mules oft-
en being precipi ta ted with their loads from the n a r r o w 
and dangerous path, and crushed to pieces. One of 
our officers, convers ing with a regular- looking Mexi-
can, and finding some difficulty in expressing himself, 
w a s informed he need not put himself to any trouble,' 
for the man could speak Engl i sh . H e turns out to 
be a Pennsylvanian , and has been in this coun t ry for 
several yea r s ; his skin has par taken of the olive, and 
his whole aspect was as completely Mexican as if he 
w e r e " to the manor born." 



F o r the two last d a y s of our m a r c h the men w e r e 
forced to ea t corn-bread . Corn-mills w e r e in requisi-
tion, and gr ind ing w a s going on all night . As a gen-
eral rule, the men do not like corn-bread . ".Fool who 
with your corn bread ." " Pain de maize" has go t to 
be as much of" a by-word as " L a n c e r s " a f t e r the bat-
tle. S o m e companies made i t bet ter than o the r s ; and 
some w e r e quite on the softky o rder . One of the men 
a t tacked another , exclaiming, " Hal loo, J im, you 've go t 
your haversack full of mush ; t ake c a r e y o u don' t fall, 
o r you'll stick" 

Thi s evening w e a re all in a g rand state of excite-
ment . Af te r dark an express ar r ived from Genera l 
W o r t h repor t ing the advance of S a n t a Anna upon 
Saltillo, and of his hav ing invited Genera l W o o l to join 
him with his command. Orders w e r e immedia te ly is-
sued for the re turn of the regulars . W e march to-
m o r r o w at dayb reak , and expec t some of the tallest 
marching . General Qu i tman , wi th his br igade and 
Thomas ' s ba t te ry , a re to prosecute their march to Vic-
toria. T h e major i ty think the repor t is a false a la rm, 
but feel assured W o r t h can hold the e n e m y in check 
until w e a r r ive . It isv certainly a p rope r move for 
S a n t a Anna . H i s only chance is to a t t ack us a f t e r 
w e a re well sca t te red over a la rge section of country, 
beyond suppor t ing distance. 

D e c e m b e r 18th. S t a r t ed at dayb reak upon our re-
turn march . All w e r e in good spirits, and will ing to 
shove ahead to meet the " Napoleon of Mexico ." T h e 
door -ways of all the ranches w e r e filled With people 
looking at our re turn . T h e y would have thought w e 
w e r e re t rea t ing if General Q u i t m a n had not continued 
the march . Since our arr ival a t Montemorelos w e 
have observed signal-fires in the mountains. If S a n t a 

A n n a is rea l ly advanc ing , it cor responds wi th the re-
ports of the citizens at Monterey . A month a g o t h e v 

commenced leaving the city, g iving as a reason there 
would cer ta in ly be ano the r batt le, as San ta Anna had 
promised to eat his Christmas dinner at their city. 
I he 2d In fan t ry joined us shor t ly a f t e r leaving the 

town W e marched at a c racking pace, mak ing twen-
t y m i l e s ^ b y 4 P .M. General T a y l o r w e n t on to Cade-
reta, and wi th h is usual e n e r g y and endurance of fa-
t igue, will push fo rward with his escor t of dragoons 
under Colonel M a y . 

D e c e m b e r 19th. Off at daybreak , and made twen-
y-one miles by 4 P .M. It is quite cold this evening. 

It w a s repor ted at Cadere ta that S a n t a A n n a left S a n 
Luis on the 6th i n s t an t ; if so, he will r each Saltillo be-
fore us. , 

D e c e m b e r 20th. "Encamped at Guadaloupe, four 
miles f rom Monte rey , a t 1 P .M. W e there hea rd 
Genera l T a y l o r had gone on, and left orders for us to 
proceed . General But ler repai red to Saltillo with a 
br igade o f volunteers , 1st K e n t u c k y and 1st Ohio reg-
iments. N o n e w s f rom Saltillo. T h e impression at 
M o n t e r e y is tha t W o r t h w a s unnecessar i ly a la rmed, 
and that there is no probabili ty of a fight. L a t e in the 
evening an express ar r ived from Genera l Tay lo r , w h o 
is on his w a y back, o rder ing us not to proceed, but to 
repa i r to our old c a m p at the W a l n u t Spr ings . All 
this exci tement turns out to be a g r and humbug. 

December 21st. R e a c h e d our old c a m p at 10 A . M 
Expec ted to remain some time. Before "evening the 
order for our re turn was out. W e shall make anoth-
e r a t tempt to reach Victor ia on the 23d. It is to be 
hoped there will be no more false a la rms , to make us 
march one hundred and twen ty miles for nothing 



Coldnel H a r n e y is relieved from the command of his 
brigade. Brevet Colonel Riley is assigned to it. Col-
onel H a r n e y repairs to Saltillo to take command of his 
regiment . General Butler remains at Saltillo in com-
mand. 

December 22d. In the morning visited the city, to 
take one more look at it, as well as to supply some 
f ew vacancies in the mess-chest, occasioned by the re-
turn march. I was struck, upon entering, with the 
number of persons leaving the city. A perfect stam-
pede is in opera t ion ; they are fr ightened out of their 
senses, and can not account for all these marches and 
counter-marches. A repor t has been circulated among 
them that w e are forced to re t reat from Salt i l lo; that 
San t a Anna, with a large army, is af ter u s ; and that 
another battle will soon be fought at Monterey . T h e y 
openly declare they a r e not afraid of us, but of the bru-
tal i ty of their own soldiers. A handsome compliment 
to their a r m y 1 

T h e city looks deserted. E v e r y one is leaving, the 
rich and the poor. I saw several car r iages contain-
ing delicate, genteel females and little children, hurry-
ing off, with but few necessaries, hastily th rown into 
the vehicle ; they a r e probably destined to some ranch 
in the vicinity. T h e poor we re packing out all they 
could upon donkeys, and many poor crea tures have 
gone to seek shelter in the mountains, with a second 
meal for their sustenance. Their sufferings will be 
ve ry grea t , and from my hear t I pity them. It was 
impossible to convince them there was no danger . 
T h e bustle and confusion in the city, teams dashing 
about for supplies, officers hur ry ing about hither and 
yon, making purchases for the march, I have no doubt 
tended to keep up their alarm. T h e hospitals a re filled 

with the sick : there are between two and three hund-
red. Chills and fevers prevail to an a larming extent. 

The 2d Regiment of Ken tucky Volunteers made a 
very prompt movement from Camargo upon hear ing 
of the expected advance of San ta Anna. T h e y a r 
rived this evening, and came with the most limited 
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Colonel Marshal l ' s regiment of Ken tucky horse is ar-
riving. If all these movements have not the tendency 
to puzzle^ San ta Anna, I am very much mistaken. W e 
have had a drizzling rain during the afternoon and 
evening. Nothing could be happier for us, provided 
there is not too much of i t ; it will lay the dust, and 
render our return march quite p leasan t : it is the first 
rain we have had for more than three months. 

December 23d. Reveille beat at 4 A.M., but before 
it was over an order came putt ing it off an hour and 
a half, on account of the rain. Before I heard of the 
order , my hasty toilet was performed, and of course I 
was not a little provoked. At daybreak had m y tent 
struck and wagon packed, when an order came stat-
ing we would not march to-day ! H a d my wagon un-
packed and tents pitched again. Then an order came 
stating we would leave after b reakfas t ! Well af ter 
breakfast we real ly got off T h e day was decidedly 
moist; the roads muddy and heavy, but far preferable 
to the dust. W e reached our first camp at the Tono 
at 1 P .M. v 

December 24th. Star ted at sunrise. The day bade 
fair to be cloudy, but before noon the sun was out in 
all its beauty T h e sunrise was surpassingly brilliant. 
I he whole heavens we re covered with rain clouds 
and the mountains w e r e overhung by a thick mist ' 
Suddenly the Sierra , directly behind Monte rey the 



g o r g e leading toward Salti l lo, and the Sal inas Pass , 
far a w a y in the distance, w e r e lighted up by the sun's 
r ays . T h e sun could not be seen, and it seemed as if 
its rays w e r e concent ra ted into an aper ture , and th rown 
with all their brilliancy upon these beautiful mountains. 
I never s a w t h e m stand out in bolder re l ief ; in the far 
wes t the c lear blue sky seemed the emblem of puri ty, 
and made one believe naugh t but happiness could ex-
ist w h e r e e v e r y thing w a s so beautiful . And there 
hung upon the mountain sides, and w e r e pillowed in the 
ravines , thin, gauzy , floating, fairy-like clouds, which 
the sun's rays gradual ly dissipated. 

W i n d i n g d o w n a hill, our column was halted to let 
a t roop of horse pass. D a you see, a t their head, a 
plain-looking gent leman, mounted upon a b rown horse, 
hav ing upon his head a Mexican sombrero , dressed in 
a b rown, olive-colored, loose frock-coat , g r a y pants, 
wool socks, and shoes ; beneath the frock appea r s the 
scabbard of a sword ; he has the e y e of an eagle, and 
e v e r y l ineament of his countenance is expressive of 
honesty, and a calm, de termined mind. Reade r , do 
you know who this plain-looking gen t l eman is ? N o 1 
It is Majo r -genera l Z a c h a r y Tay lo r , who, with his mil-
i ta ry family, and a squadron of dragoons as an escort , 
is on his w a y to Victoria. H e never has a r o u n d him 
any of the " pomp and c i rcumstance of glorious w a r ; " 
but when the battle rages , when victory hangs upon a 
thread, when the braves t a r e appalled by the gal l ing 
lire, you will find, foremost among them all, that b rave 
and gal lant general , whose presence alone insures a 
victory. Whi le his w a g o n s were passing, he received 
an express s ta t ing that General Pat terson, with his com-
mand , left M a t a m o r a s for Victoria on the 21st instant. 
S t r ange , w e h a v e thrice passed through Cadere ta as 
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the bell tolled for meridian. W e reached our c a m p 
upon the T o p o G r a n d e at 4 P .M. 

D e c e m b e r 25th. Chris tmas ! dea r old Chr is tmas ' 
E v e r dea r and hal lowed in the m e m o r y of eve ry young-
ster, and rendered sacred to the paren ts f rom the fact 
that on that day, if on no other, they s t r ive to collect the 
family a round the social board. D e a r old Chr i s tmas ! 
Wha t a host of pleasant recollections come over me 
when m e m o r y r eve r t s to events connected with that 
d a y ! H o w e a g e r to " catch" even the servants for « a 
m e r r y Chr is tmas ," and how anxious and sleepless the 
night in anticipation of the well-filled stocking • H o w 
w h e n a " l i t t l e shaver , " I eage r ly emptied the contents' 
to ge t to the small piece in the toe ; and, af ter unwrap-
ping some dozen covers , how my eyes glistened as the 
shilling rolled upon the floor. Oh ! happy, h a p p y mo-
ments ! T h e i r bloom is w o r n off ; their f reshness can 
never re turn . It is not at all probable any of us will 
forget how w e spent this C h r i s t m a s - a w e a r y m a r c h 
in a foreign land, separa ted f rom family and fr iends is 
not easily forgot ten . 

As w e left our c a m p at the d a w n of day , the m e r r y 
bells ol the ranch proclaimed the holvday. T h e road 
was as hard and smooth as marble, and, as if to insure 
our not forget t ing the day, w e encamped upon Tick 
K . v e r ; named from the innumerable quant i ty of t l ^ s e 
insufferable vermin. L a s t evening there w a s one 
chicken left belonging to m y mess. I had just g iven 
orders for its decapitation, p r e p a r a t o r y to f ry ing for 
breakfast , w h e n it jumped on m y mess-chest , then on 
the table, and sat beside m y plate as contentedly as if 
i t w e r e a member of the mess. Of course, its execu-
tion w a s forbidden, and it w a s t reated, in honor of the 
eve, to some egg-nog, which it d rank as if accus tomed 
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to it. W e rece ived a r e p o r t tha t the Mex ican Congress 
w e r e will ing to t reat . A n Ir ishman excla imed, " Boys, 
Mexico is goin' to t r a te ! Be J a b e r s ! I'm glad of i t ; 
I 've been want in ' a dhrop this many a d a y ! " 

December 26th. Off at d a y d a w n ; crossed " Disap-
pointment Hill" wi thout any difficulty. Passed th rough 
Montemorelos , crossed the Pilon, and encamped a mile 
and a half beyond the town by 10 A .M. T h e c a m p 
was t h r o w n into no little exci tement by the announce-
ment of the fact tha t Genera l Scot t might dai ly be ex-
pec ted in the count ry , and tha t the government had 
o rde red out nine addit ional reg iments of volunteers . 
I t is also rumored tha t S a n t a Anna has been elected 
president , and Gomez Fa r i a s vice-president. T h e mes-
sage of Pres iden t Sa las to Congress g ives a g loomy 
description of the s ta te of affairs, but r ecommends a 
vigorous prosecution of the w a r . 

December 27th. Off at dayb reak—on an advance-
gua rd for the day . Our road , for the first eight miles, 
wound through a succession of val leys, sur rounded by 
small conical hills of l imestone format ion. A good 
deal of slate rock was visible, and some appea rance of 
i ron ore. T h e scenery , as ever , per fec t ly beautiful . 
F o r the last nine miles marched over an extensive mes-
quite plain, f rom which the v iew w a s surpass ingly 
lovely. T h e val leys seemed like continuous o rchards . 
S a w three l a rge gobblers in the road, but, unfortunately, 
had no gun to shoot them. T u r k e y s a r e v e r y numer -
ous ; the deer equally so. S a w a bird called the wild 
guinea-hen; in form like the jay-bird, but much l a r g e r ; 
the color of its body w a s b rown, and head d i r ty whi te . 
E n c a m p e d about 1 P .M. upon the banks of a bold-run-
ning s t r eam. Genera l T a y l o r overtook the command ; 
Colonel Davis, of the Mississippi regiment , accompa-
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nied him. H e is on his w a y to join his regiment . An 
expedition to V e r a Cruz, under General Scot t , is the 
topic of c a m p conversat ion. No th ing official has been 
received as r ega rds it. A hint is th rown out that he 
is to take a l a rge par t of Genera l Tay lo r ' s a rmy . I 
hard ly think it can be possible. If peace does not pre-
vent it, cer ta in ly none can be spared from this frontier, 
for General T a y l o r will have his hands full enough. 

D e c e m b e r 28th. Off at day-dawn. T h e cha rac t e r 
of the count ry for the first nine miles similar to tha t 
of yes te rday . W e then entered the beautiful Va l ley 
of Linares . - I t is under excellent cultivation. F o r the 
last four miles of our march the road w a s through a 
lane ; on one side was n e a r l y « thousand acres of sugar-
cane in one field ; on the other an extens ive cornfield; 
and in the d is tance beautiful eve rg reen trees added 
freshness to the landscape. On the wes t was the same 
bold r ange of mountains, and in the east another made 
its appearance , and w e seem to be march ing to the 
go rge between the two. A mile o r two above the 
town, on the nor th side of the river, the cultivation of 
the field has been neglected, and beautiful a cac i a 
shrubs have usurped its place. In one field there w a s 
quite an o rchard of apple and peach trees, and fig-trees 
lined the fence for half a mile. Sugar -mak ing w a s 
go ing on in all its glory, and the road w a s lined with 
Mexicans offering for sale " pilonci" and delicious or-
anges. 

W e crossed one of the b ranches of the San F e r n a n -
do, half a mile from the town, and marched through .it 
a t a r m s supported, close order , and bayonets fixed. It 
is an imposing sight to see a body of a rmed men march -
ing through an enemy's city in tha t o r d e r ; dead si-
lence prevails, save the heavy t r a m p of the column 



and the dull rumbl ing of the ar t i l lery. T h e w i n d o w s 
and doors w e r e th ronged with w o m e n and c h i l d r e n ; 
many groups of the la t te r laughed most hear t i ly at us. 
W e passed through the town, crossed the San F e r n a n -
do, and encamped upon its r ight bank. T h e Val ley 
of L ina re s is decidedly one of the r ichest in this sec-
tion of count ry . Its populat ion is nine thousand, and 
that of the town fifteen hundred. In a p p e a r a n c e it can 
not compare with Cadere ta . It has two Plazas and 
two C a t h e d r a l s : one mere ly a chapel . I ts police is 
shockingly neglected. 

In the af ternoon we r o d e over to the c i ty and called 
upon the padre , who kindly ordered the Ca thedra l to 
be shown to us. Its exter ior is s t r ik ing ; the interior 
is simply but nea t ly finished in groined a rched ceilings, 
wi th an oc tagonal dome, from whose s ta ined windows 
the soft light w a s th rown upon the a l tar . T h e o rna -
ments of the la t ter were of s i lver ; the pu re whi te Co-
rinthian columns of the g r a n d al tar , bordered with gold 
had a pleasing effect. T h e town is about e igh ty yea r s 
old, and is interest ing to us from the fact tha t it was 
the point to wh ich Ar i s t a re t rea ted with his a r m y 
a f t e r the battles of the 8th and 9th of M a y . Rece ived 
another repor t t ha t Genera l W o r t h was a t t acked ; no 
confidence was placed in it. W e proceed to -mor row 

December 30th. A f resh southeast wind m a d e our 
march v e r y pleasant . F o r the first five miles passed 
ove r a roll ing count ry , quite rocky , and covered with 
low c h a p a r r a l ; then en te red the small Va l ley of Par i -
d a . It is n a r r o w , but t h e soil v e r y rich. A small vil-
lage is si tuated on the left bank of a clear, rap id s t ream 
of the same name . T h e g r o w t h of the t imber in the 
bottom is quite l a rge ; t h e beautiful peccan w a s con-
spicuous. Af te r crossing the r iver , we entered upon 
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an extensive mesquite plain. Our road bear ing more 
to the west , b rought us under quite a r ange of lofty 
hills, be tween wh ich and the S ie r ra lies an extens ive 
val ley. 

A t 12 o'clock crossed a rapid s t ream, upon the r ight 
bank of which is situated the village called Cer ro de Vil-
logrand. It is a dilapidated-looking place, boasting of a 
Plaza, a small Ca thedra l , wi th three la rge bells in front 
and detached f rom the building, suspended on a pole, 
and supported b y two upr ights . Most of the houses 
look as if they had been visited by a hurr icane . It 
contains about three hundred inhabitants. Pass ing one 
of the houses, I s a w the dead body of an infant, dec-
ora ted wi th f lowers, laid out upon a t ab le ; it looked 
like a w a x doll. W e encamped upon the wes t e rn 
skirts of the town, having marched twelve miles.- T h e 
mounta ins at this point a re par t icu lar ly interest ing, the 
tops of most of them fr inged with tall pines. - T h e set-
t ing sun t h r e w them in bold relief. Flocks of pa r ro t s 
a re found in the w o o d s ; you hear them talking a w a y 
at a g rea t ra te , but it is all Mexican, and therefore un-
intelligible. Doubts being expressed about their iden-
tity, an officer killed one this evening, and convinced 
the most skeptical it was a bona fide poll. 

D e c e m b e r 31st. L a t e last night an express ar r ived 
f rom Colonel M a y stating his r ea r -gua rd was a t t acked 
on the w a y f rom Labadores to Linares , which, togeth-
e r wi th the baggage- t ra in , had been cut off. H e wro te 
no par t icu lars , except that the officer and se rgean t had 
escaped. Immedia te ly upon receipt of the n e w s the 
order for the march to-day w a s counte rmanded , and 
the genera l dispatched an o rde r to Colonel M a y stat-
ing he would wai t here , and order ing him to proceed 
immediately . Colonel M a y with a squadron of Dra -
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the na ture of the passes through the mountains. Of 
course the news p roduced g rea t excitement, and, in 
he absence of details, m a n y surmises. In any event , 

- o s t unfor tunate ; no mat te r h o w insignificant the 

h e ; l
b e
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m a " m f i e d t h e and embolden 

them to make future a t tacks . T h e night we encamped 
a t L ina res two thousand eight hundred dollars public 
funds w e r e forced f rom the alcalde. T h e repor t is 
that such an amount of public money was not in his 
possession, and that it w a s made up by forced contribu-
tions f rom the citizens. T h e best contradict ion to the 
r epor t is the fact that General T a y l o r approved of it 

An exp re s s was received from Genera l Q u i t m a n 
his evening. H e a r r ived at Victoria on the 30th, and 

took possession without a n y resis tance. Repor t says 
a body of a thousand cava l ry left the place the d a y be-
fore he ar r ived for Tula . General Valencia is report-
ed to be at Tu la wi th five thousand men and several 
p iece*.of cannon. T u l a is a small t own southwest 
f rom Victoria , on the road to San Lu i s Potosi Be-
tween T u l a and Victor ia there a re for ty miles of 
mountain passes, impract icable for art i l lery. F r o m 
1 u ' a

r
 t h e r e 18 a wagon-road to S a n Lu i s Potosi. 

W e have passed var ious specimens of cactus on our 
march . One (first seen at this place) is ex t remely cu-
rious Imag ine a cucumber v e r y nea r ly as thick as 
your leg, about eight feet long, wi th seven grooves 
lengthwise, their edge covered with thorns, one l a r - e 
and six smaller ones a r r a n g e d in the shape of a s ta r 
a t equidistances throughout its length, terminat ing in' 
one mass of thorns at the top, and you have a v e r y 
good idea of it. I have never seen a n y thing more 
curious m the vegetable kingdom. 

J a n u a r y 1st, 1847. A p re t ty N e w Year ' s d a y I 
have spent, t r u l y ! march ing t w e n t y miles in a cloud 
of dust, wi thout a d rop of '"'the cr i t te r" with which to 
drink a " H a p p y N e w Y e a r " to the absent ones. I 
commenced the wish in dust, and washed it down in 
cold wa te r . L a s t night w e had a regu la r nor ther . 
T h e r e was a busy scene dr iving in tent-pins and tight-
ening cords, and no little fun seeing a tent snugly set-
tle upon its inmates. F r o m being sul try hot it became 
quite cold, and it took fast marching to w a r m us. Our 
road for the first s ixteen miles was very much of the 
s ame charac te r as that a l ready described. T h e scen-
e r y still continues beau t i fu l ; one prominent cliff looked 
like an immense dome colored pink and yel low. 

Fi f teen miles f rom Vil logrand w e entered- the val-
ley in which the small t own of St . H ida lgo is si tuated. 
Prev ious to crossing the r iver , in an e lbow of which 
the town is located, w e passed over a v e r y r ich t r ac t 
of bottom-land. T h e r e w e r e two shelves, the first a 
rich cane-brake , and the second covered with a vigor-
ous g r o w t h of hackber ry , oak, ebony, and peccan, all 
of good size. T h e limbs of the t rees in ter laced ove r 
the road, and it seemed as though w e w e r e passing 
through a beautiful avenue, the approach to some gen-
t leman's count ry seat . T h e town of St . H ida lgo is a 
dilapidated-looking place, des igned , apparen t ly , to be 
built on a magnificent scale, but the intention w a s nev-
e r realized. T h e Plaza is quite large, but the houses 
are few and far be tween, and crumbl ing a w a y . T h e 
Cathedra l , in its ear ly days , must have presented qui te 
a s h o w y appea rance , but now centuries seem to have 
rolled over its crumbling, moss-covered walls. 

W e again crossed the r iver , and encamped two miles 
from the town, having marched t w e n t y miles ove r as 



dus ty roads as could possibly be desired. T h e sun-
set was beautiful , and the mountains- w e r e h igher a t 
this point than at any other on our m a r c h ; one peak 
seemed to t ower a thousand feet above its ne ighbors . 
Pass ing a long- the road , w e s a w a D u t c h m a n with a 
pipe in his mouth, sitting bolt upright , fast asleep. T h e 
men, as they passed, looked at him, uncertain of his 
s tate , w h e n one exclaimed, " Look at that D u t c h m a n 
a s l eep ! " T h e voice woke him, and, without moving 
a muscle of his countenance , he puffed a w a y with all 
the phlegmat ic indifference of his race . 

Colonel M a y , with his squadron, joined us this even-
ing. H e reached L a b a d o r e s through a difficult mount-
ain pass, scarce ly prac t icable for horses. T h e v i ew 
from the heights is descr ibed as v e r y beautiful and 
magnificent beyond descript ion. H e took the good 
people of L a b a d o r e s by surprise, seized a la rge quan-
t i ty of c igars , and distr ibuted all he could not t ake wi th 
his par ty be tween the priest and alcalde. H e re turned 
by the w a y of the L inares pass. On leaving S a n Pe-
dro, a small r anch upon the route, a s t ream takes its 
rise, which has washed out a deep ravine. T h e i r route 
lay a long the d ry bed of this s t ream. T h e y ar r ived 
at a point w h e r e the pass w a s so n a r r o w they w e r e 
forced t o dismount and lead their horses through in sin-
gle file. On one side the cliff rose perpendicular ly to 
the height of six hundred f e e t ; on the opposite side" the 
slope was near ly as precipitous. J u s t as the squadron 
passed through the defile, and as the rea r -guard was 
enter ing it, from the top of these immense heights a 
mine was sprung, which had the effect of hurl ing show-
e r s of stone into the pass. A t the s ame time, they w e r e 
fired upon f rom the opposite side. T h e arrieros de-
serted their mules in affright, and the r ea r -gua rd , con-

sisting of eleven men, fled precipi tately. T h e officer 
and se rgean t of the g u a r d , being in the advance , es-
caped. T h e y w e r e both ar res ted , and the mat te r will 
unde rgo an official investigation. Colonel M a y imme-
diately dismounted t w e n t y men, and re turned with 
t h e m ; he wen t through the pass and a mile beyond, but 
could see nothing of his men nor the enemy. S o m e 
s t raggl ing shots w e r e fired at him f rom the heights, 
and w e r e re turned, without effect on either side. 

T h e pa r ty w h o a t t acked Colonel M a y is supposed 
to consist of some forty o r fifty rancheros , who , sta-
tioning themselves upon the top of the cliff, could, in 
pe r fec t securi ty , hurl stones upon those passing. T h e 
ar r ieros joined Colonel M a y , so no suspicion can be 
a t tached to them. T h e loss to the squadron was eleven 
men, twelve horses, and all the baggage . An express 
w a s sent back to the a lca lde of S a n Pedro , demand-
ing the men. H e replied he had nothing to do with 
the a t tack , r egre t t ed it ( humbug !), and informed Col-
onel M a y the men had passed th rough the village. 
S o m e think they will make their w a y back ; but I think 
they w e r e so ou t rageous ly f r ightened, they g a v e them-
selves up to the first man they met, and are good for a 
journey to S a n Luis Potosi . 

W e have constant ly heard the mountain passes w e r e 
so intr icate tha t they could be commanded by a f ew 
men rolling down r o c k s ; w e have now pract ica l evi-
dence of the fact . Th i s g ives some idea how difficult 
it will be for an a r m y to march th rough these passes 
if they a re defended by a few determined men. H a d 
this par ty been bold, the whole squadron might h a v e 
been cut o f f : they w e r e perfect ly helpless, hemmed 
in a n a r r o w pass w h e r e their fire-arms w e r e per fec t ly 
useless. 



J a n u a r y 2d, 1847. In anticipat ion of a long day ' s 
march , reveille w a s beat at 3 A . M . , and the column 
marched at 4 o'clock. It was quite cold. W e r eached 
the Rio Pur i f icación just a f t e r sunrise. It is a bold 
mountain torrent , dash ing over rocks, the color of the 
w a t e r like tha t on soundings. I t is the deepest and 
largest s t ream w e have ye t crossed, be ing above the 
saddle-skirts , and nea r ly a hundred y a r d s broad. T h e 
w a t e r w a s v e r y cold—so much so, w e dreaded to g o 
in. N o little fun ensued ; one man, in par t icular , c rea-
ted a g r ea t deal of mir th ; he had taken oiF eve ry th ing 
but his shirt , and half w a y over fell full length into the 
torrent , c rea t ing a universal shout. 

T h e face of the coun t ry has been more level than 
a n y we h a v e passed ove r since leaving Montemorelos . 
It is quite rocky , and a g r e a t deal of conglomera te is 
visible. W e had a v e r y dus ty and t iresome march of 
twen ty - th ree miles, r each ing the hac ienda E n g r a c i a 
at 3 P .M. W e encamped upon the opposite side of the 
s t ream. T h e estate is owned by Don Simon de Portes , 
a na t ive of St . Domingo. H e has a v e r y comfortable 
res idence, and a magnif icent o range ry , inclosed by a 
high stone wall . In his inclosure he cult ivates nea r ly 
e v e r y t ropical f r u i t : the banana , o r ange , lemon, swee t 
lemon, ci tron, & c . T h e sweet lemon was a curiosi ty, 
and by m a n y is considered v e r y delicious ; but the or-
anges ! one never tastes them—don ' t know wha t they 
a re in the Sta tes ; they a re delicious, a n d w e bought 
for a dime as m a n y as w e could eat. T h e es ta te , an 
extensive sugar plantation, is situated in a lovely val-
ley wi th in a few miles of the mountains, and is work-
ed by peones, whose jacals w e r e scat tered around the 
mansion. Being asked his name, he presented us wi th 
a v e r y neat card ; that w a s a point beyond u s ; we 

w e r e not quite so civilized as to c a r r y wi th us, in this 
semi-barbarous land, so evident a mark of gentil i ty. 

J a n u a r y 3d. S ta r ted at dayb reak , and marched 
twelve miles to Cabal leros . T h e face of the coun t ry 
\yas less broken, chiefly wel l -wooded mesquite plains, 
and densely thick chapar ra l . T h e cha rac t e r of the soil 
in some places was much changed ; a g r e a t deal of the 
red and chocolate-colored was visible. Crossed the 
San Pedro , a s t ream with v e r y high banks ; immense 
cypress- t rees lined its banks, and g r e w in the bed of 
the s t r eam. All these s t r eams g ive evidence, f rom the 
breadth of their beds, of being t remendous to r ren ts 
w h e n swelled by heavy rains. On the south side w a s 
a small r anch , called S a n Pedro , w h e r e w e halted for 
a f ew moments , and purchased and ate some delicious 
oranges . A l a rge flock of par ro t s w e r e in a neighbor-
ing field, en ter ta in ing us wi th their ga r ru lous tongues. 
T h e y invar iably fly in pairs. T h e s t ream on which 
w e encamped has a broad, rocky bed, and presents 
the s ingular phenomenon of s inking; a f ew y a r d s above 
our c a m p it is running, and direct ly opposite it has dis-
appea red . S t r e a m s with that singular charac te r i s t i c 
a r e quite c o m m o n in Flor ida; T h e propr ie tor of the 
plantat ion had quite an extensive g r o v e of bananas . 

J a n u a r y 4th. Off at day-dawn. T h e coun t ry more 
l eve l ; g r o w t h of mesquite and thick c h a p a r r a l abund-
ant. Abou t half w a y to Victor ia passed a r anch 
called the Mission. It is beautifully si tuated on a 
r o c k y ridge, command ing on e v e r y side an excellent, 
and extensive, and well-cul t ivated plantat ion. A stone 
wall , made real " N o r t h e r n fashion," took m y eye. T h e 
approach to Victor ia w a s over an elevated plain, un-
der r ich cultivation, and in v iew of valleys on all sides 
teeming with sugar-cane and corn. I have never seen 
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a r icher agr icul tura l prospec t . A t the foot of the Si-
e r r a w a s a swee t little valley, cul t ivated to its base. 
W e passed d i rec t ly through the town, and encamped 
two miles east of it. Our flag w a s w a v i n g in the Pla-
za, and the s t reets w e r e lined wi th volunteers , some 
of whom w e r e amusing themselves by feeding a huge 
monkey , perched upon a g a r d e n wal l . Genera l Pa t -
terson, wi th his command , ar r ived a f ew moments 
a f t e r us ; they suffered v e r y much for the w a n t of 
wa t e r . 

J a n u a r y 5th. R o d e to the city. On the outskir ts 
of the town, half a mile from the Plaza, w e passed their 
cemete ry . I t has dec idedly some claims to archi tect-
ural meri ts . I t is sur rounded b y a wall , the base of 
which is s tone and the upper pa r t brick, wi th brick 
pi lasters at equal dis tances th roughout its e x t e n t ; the 
en t rance , v e r y nea t ly ornamented , faces the town. 
Qui te a l a rge monument is e rec ted to some one, I pre-
sume, of more than o rd ina ry dis t inct ion; its base is 
quad rangu la r , and top pyramidal . T h e base is hollow 
and nea t ly f in ished; on a shelf, p resumed to be the 
tomb, a re four candlesticks, wi th cand l e s ; and f rom 
the top a r e suspended two lamps. T h e en t rance to it 
was th rough a v e r y neat wrought- i ron g a t e . S o m e of 
our poor fellows, w h o a r e " food for powder , " could 
not help express ing their wish, if they weredd l l ed j to be 
buried t h e r e ; so na tura l is it to desire some sweet , re-
tired spot, f ree from the noise and confusion of the 
wor ld , in which to h a v e our remains deposited, and 
w h e r e the ashes of he o r she, w h o has been associated 
wi th us in indissoluble ties of friendship, may, w h e n the 
immortal spirit has fled, find a secure resting-place. 
T h e better-built portion of the ci ty is confined to the 
P l a z a ; the outskir ts consist of the common " j a c a l . " 



T h e Plaza is a la rge one, and the Cathedra l o n e of the 
most indifferent I have seen. 

Victor ia is the capital of Tamaul ipas , and contains 
about one thousand three hundred inhabitants. It is 
a place of v e r y little impor tance . T h e inhabitants 
have evinced t o w a r d us a more fr iendly disposition 
than those of a n y other ci ty : m a n y of the genteel fam-
ilies remained. Genera l Q u i t m a n wen t through quite 
a ce remony in tak ing possession of this place. T h e 
troops w e r e formed upon the sides of the P l a z a ; he and 
his staff, and the commanding officers of reg iments , 
w e r e o rde red to the front, and, as the star-spangled ban-
ner was run up, a r m s w e r e presented. A cap ta in of one 
of the companies of the cava l ry , which re t i red before 
the advance of Genera l Qu i tman , was August ine Itur-
bide, a son of the late emperor . Seve ra l of our officers 
w e r e his schoolmates in the Uni ted S ta tes . His fa ther 
w a s shot, upon his re turn f rom banishment , near this 
p lace . 

J a n u a r y 6th. Undoubted intelligence has been re-
ceived tha t a la rge force of the enemy, under Generals 
Valenc ia and Urea , is stationed at Tu la . It is esti-
mated at five thousand. T u l a is one hundred and fifty 
miles f rom Victor ia . One of the passes have been sur-
veyed by L ieu tenan t Meade , w h o repor t s it impract i-
cable for art i l lery. T h e genera l is anxiously awai t ing 
let ters f rom Genera l Scott , in o rde r to regula te his fu-
tu re movements . It is thought he must be at Tampico , 
and an express is to leave for that place to-morrow, to 
communica te with him. 

J a n u a r y 7th. L a s t night w a s one of the most un-
comfor table I ever spent. Shor t ly af ter tattoo, from be-
ing sul try hot, the wind shifted to the north, and before 
morn ing one would have supposed it b lew direct ly f rom 

an iceberg. T h e holding-ground was bad, and before 
morn ing nea r ly e v e r y tent was prostra ted; A cer ta in 
lieutenant 's wen t at the first blast. " T h e l ieutenant 's 
tent 's down ; fetch some men to put it up." " N e v e r 
mind the tent , s e r g e a n t ; I'll stick it out until morning 
under m y blanket ." And, sure enough, there he laid, 
like a t rue philosopher, regardless of the blast. T h e r e 
w e r e many more of the same class, with, probablv , a lit-
tle more e n d u r a n c e ; for many of the tents fell direct] v o n 
the inmates, w h o never moved a peg , thankful for a little 
more cover ing. F o r my par t , I was just ge t t ing w a r m , 
and felt a good deal like the Brit ish officer who had re-
tired upon half pay. H e m a d e it a rule, dur ing his re-
t i rement , that his se rvan t should w a k e him at the usual 
hour for reveille, tha t he might have the pleasure of 
turn ing over in his comfortable bed, and exclaim, with 
g rea t emphas i s , " D—n reveille /" and then enjoy the lux-
u r y of a morning nap, wi th the consciousness he was no 
longer the servant of the fife and d rum. I say I had 
the feel ing; but the lat ter instrument soon dispelled so 
consoling a delusion. 

T h e mail a r r ived from Monte rey , but no news from 
General Scot t . T h a t indefat igable gove rnmen t agent , 
Colonel H . L . Kinney;-left wi th dispatches for Genera l 
Scot t , p resumed to be at Tampico . His expedit ion is 
hazardous, but if any one can insure its success, he is 
the man. W e a r e losing precious moments . T h e 
win te r season, the best fo'r field operations, is rapidly 
passing, and w e are not one particle neare r the settle-
ment of our difficulties than w e w e r e af ter the fall of 
Monterey . It is repor ted that the Mexicans entertain 
g r e a t hopes that our operat ions will be crippled by the 
discharge of the twelve-months ' volunteers . T h a t time 
is rapidly advancing, and, unless forced to sue for peace 
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m the mean time, they will hang on, hoping to find, b y 
the loss of so la rge a port ion of our force, ma t t e r s will 
t ake a turn in their favor. T o be sure, nine reg iments 
have been called out to take their place, but time will 
be occupied in their t ransportat ion, and a f t e r their a r -
r ival they a re to be disciplined. A n y one w h o ref lects 
for a moment must be convinced tha t such a course is 
no t only per fec t ly natural , but dictated by a state of 
things tha t never should have existed. T h e bad pol icy 
of hav ing so g rea t a disproport ion of volunteers can 
not but be felt in a war of invasion. If the w a r is to 
be prosecuted with vigor, a much la rger regular fo rce 
must be raised. N o column should advance into the 
interior composed of less than one half regulars. 

W e a re now prepar ing to en te r a densely-popula ted 
count ry , and must go strong-handed. Th i s is not sa id 
in d i sparagement of the volunteers . T h e i r individual 
ga l l an t ry and courage , and sacrif ice of home and all 
its comforts , a r e apprec ia ted . T h e only difference 
be tween them and the regu la r s is discipline: i t makes 
the c o w a r d a good so ld i e r ; for, a f t e r all, w e a re mere 
machines, gu ided and directed b y some one head. A 
considerable body of t roops is r epor ted to be at H a -
marve , a small town forty-five miles f rom here, on the 
road to T u l a . An expedition to dislodge them w a s 
talked of, but e v e r y thing is to r ema in quiet for the 
action of Genera l Scot t . S a n t a Anna, defending him-
self for the abandonmen t of T a m p i c o , says the place 
must h a v e fallen, and that Tu la is a much better point 
to m a k e a s tand against an advance . I can not see 
the s t rength of his reasoning. One thing is v e r y cer-
tain, he abandoned a v e r y impor tan t sea-port, which 
will be of inestimable value to us, g iv ing us a n e w 
base f rom which , in cer ta in emergencies , to d r a w our 
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supplies, f rom which the n a v y can obtain wate r , and 
w h e r e a depot of coal can be established for our s team-
vessels : a t the same time, it per fec ts the conquest of 
the state of Tamaul ipas . 

A t this point our ga l lan t and ve te ran genera l sees 
himself the victor , wi th inadequate means , of t h ree 
hard- fought battles, and a successful conqueror of a 
l a rge portion of the enemy ' s count ry . H e will be re-
l ieved of the command of the a r m y in the zenith of his 
g lory , hav ing dr iven the enemy beyond the S ie r ra 
Madre , completely surrounded them on their eas te rn 
borders , and in act iye prepara t ion for advanc ing and 
r ende r ing still more c i rcumscr ibed their limits. 

C H A P T E R X I X . 

J A N U A R Y 8th. W e have nothing new on this the 
ann ive r sa ry of the battle of N e w Orleans . L a s t night 
w a s v e r y cold, accompanied by frost. I h a v e often 
noticed in the different towns braids of the palm leaf 
at tached to the gra t ings of the windows . M y curiosi-
t y w a s exci ted, and, until to-day, never grat if ied. It 
appea r s these plaits of palm a re consecra ted by the 
priests and sold to the people, w h o a t t ach them to 
some par t of their dwelling, believing them to be a 
specific against all ha rm. W h e n a s torm rages , they 
b reak off a small piece of the plait and burn it, believ-
ing it will appease old Boreas . T h e y a t t r ibute to it 
as much virtue as the Indian does to the " p o w w o w " 
of his chief. T h e priests make quite a speculation b y 
their sale. S o m e time since, a t Mier, the priests con-
secra ted a la rge quant i ty of new ones at Chris tmas, 
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action of Genera l Scot t . S a n t a Anna, defending him-
self for the abandonmen t of T a m p i c o , says the place 
must h a v e fallen, and that Tu la is a much better point 
to m a k e a s tand against an advance . I can not see 
the s t rength of his reasoning. One thing is v e r y cer-
tain, he abandoned a v e r y impor tan t sea-port, which 
will be of inestimable value to us, g iv ing us a n e w 
base f rom which , in cer ta in emergencies , to d r a w our 
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supplies, f rom which the n a v y can obtain wate r , and 
w h e r e a depot of coal can be established for our s team-
vessels : a t the same time, it per fec ts the conquest of 
the state of Tamaul ipas . 

A t this point our ga l lan t and ve te ran genera l sees 
himself the victor , wi th inadequate means , of t h ree 
hard- fought battles, and a successful conqueror of a 
l a rge portion of the enemy ' s count ry . H e will be re-
l ieved of the command of the a r m y in the zenith of his 
g lory , hav ing dr iven the enemy beyond the S ie r ra 
Madre , completely surrounded them on their eas te rn 
borders , and in act iye prepara t ion fop advanc ing and 
r ende r ing still more c i rcumscr ibed their limits. 

C H A P T E R X I X . 

J A N U A R Y 8th. W e have nothing new on this the 
ann ive r sa ry of the battle of N e w Orleans . L a s t night 
w a s v e r y cold, accompanied by frost. I h a v e often 
noticed in the different towns braids of the palm leaf 
at tached to the gra t ings of the windows . M y curiosi-
t y w a s exci ted, and, until to-day, never grat if ied. It 
appea r s these plaits of palm a re consecra ted by the 
priests and sold to the people, w h o a t t ach them to 
some par t of their dwelling, believing them to be a 
specific against all ha rm. W h e n a s torm rages , they 
b reak off a small piece of the plait and burn it, believ-
ing it will appease old Boreas . T h e y a t t r ibute to it 
as much virtue as the Indian does to the " p o w w o w " 
of his chief. T h e priests make quite a speculation b y 
their sale. S o m e time since, a t Mier, the priests con-
secra ted a la rge quant i ty of new ones at Chris tmas, 

B B* 



w. 
* . 

and wished the people to buy them ; those whose con-
secrated pa lms w e r e supposed to have lost none of 
their vir tue refused to buy, the reby causing qui te a 
r o w with the i r priests : it ended , h o w e v e r , as usual, in 
favor of the Church . 

J a n u a r y 9th. H a d the pleasure of r ead ing some 
late files of Mexican papers . T h e i r tone, as r e g a r d s 
the w a r , is quite d e s p o n d i n g : they talk no longer of 
dr iving us barbar ians beyond the Sab ine ; their c r y 
n o w is for men, money, and supplies, to prevent our 
further advance. M a n y think, f rom the different art i-
cles upon the subject , peace is a t hand. I t is fair to 
p resume it should be ; but should be and will be a re 
different things. T h e impression of some respec tab le 
Mexicans at this place is, tha t there is no chance of 
peace without another batt le ; tha t they must be whip-
ped—whipped soundly—sacri f iced in numbers, and then 
they will t reat . T h e y say t ru ly that w e have not ye t 
seen M e x i c o — h a v e not touched upon the populous 
p a r t s — n o r associated with the people. T h e la t ter do 
not believe they ever have been beaten ; their pr ide 
makes them think it is ut ter ly impossible to vanquish 
the i r a r m y — t h e i r g r ea t and m i g h t y Mexican a r m y ! 
T o be conquered by so diminutive a f o r c e ! n e v e r ! 
T h e y the re fore eage r ly swal low the lies disseminated 
by their officers ; tha t Aris ta sold them on the 8th and 
9th of M a y ! and tha t Ampudia ' s c o w a r d i c e caused 
the su r render of M o n t e r e y ! N o ! they will not be-
lieve it until a battle is fought in wh ich their loss will 
be v e r y g rea t . One gen t leman r emarked , " I hope 
you will whip them : if you would ex te rmina te our 
a r m y , it would be the g rea tes t blessing to our count ry , 
for it is our greatest curse." N e v e r w e r e t ruer words 
spoken. A colonel of the Mexican a r m y is n o w placed 

in d isgrace by S a n t a A n n a for openly expressing, as 
his opinion, that we w e r e superior to them in ar t i l lery ; 
tha t our soldiers w e r e bet ter ; and that it was hopeless 
for them to contend with us. I ag r ee w i t h the w o r t h y 
colonel, and think he may be put down as one of the few 
from whose eyes the scales have fallen. T h e genera l 
has decided upon march ing to T a m p i c o : he must 
move from here, for w e have consumed near ly all t he 
grain the coun t ry can supply. 

J a n u a r y 10th. Aga in v e r y cold. Killed some of 
the " P a y s a n Mexicanus," a bird the nat ives call "Ch i -
ca lacha ," f rom the soilnd of its note. I t m a d e capital 
eat ing. T h e w e a t h e r has been so cold, the small fish 
in the c reeks w e r e benumbed : one of m y men killed 
twenty-one a t a s h o t ! Noth ing of any interest occur-
red on the 11th.-

J a n u a r y 12th. T h e order for our m a r c h to T a m -
pico was issued. T h e 1st Division marches on the 
14th, and the volunteer br igades follow with a day ' s 
intermission. T h e genera l directed me to be put in 
c h a r g e of the pioneers. M y command consisted of 
one company of the 3d, one of the 7th, and the com-
pany of sappers and miners, under Lieutenant G. W . 
Smith . 

J a n u a r y 13th. Marched at 7 A .M. with the pio-
neers . T o save a few miles, a middle route w a s se-
lec ted—one tha t was seldom traveled b y any thing 
but mules. T h e old proverb, " the longest w a y round 
is the shortest w a y home," was fully realized. W e 
had a hard day ' s work of it, and w e r e forced to br idge 
two bog holes, to say nothing of cut t ing down banks. 
Those who recollect the crooked, thorny na ture of the 
t imber of this coun t ry—so crooked that a man has to 
hold one end to make the other lie s t i l l—can form some 
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idea of our trouble. T h e sappers and miners, under 
the direct ion of that excellent and promising young 
officer, "Lieutenant Smi th , of the Eng inee r s , showed 
they w e r e equally capable of bridge-building as of the 
h igher class of operat ions usually intrusted to them. 
It is nothing to make a br idge that will pass fifty or 
sixty wagons , but w h e n it comes to two or three hund-
red, it is another affair. B y the t ime w e r eached a 
small ranch , S a n t a Rosa, a distance of ten miles, w e 
w e r e all will ing to encamp. 

O u r course has been sou theas t ; the S ie r ra much clos-
er to us ; the mountains not so lofty, and the scenery mo-
notonous in the ex t reme. Our route, wi th the excep- -
tion of about a mile of r ich bottom-land, has been over 
ar id mesquite plains. T h e wate r , too, has lost its pu-
r i ty : w e a r e bidding fa rewel l to mounta in torrents , 
and g radua l ly approach ing the land of lagunes. 

J a n u a r y 14th. W e h a v e been complete ly imposed 
upon in the selection of this route. It is rea l ly nothing 
more nor less than a mule track, and that of the most 
infamous kind. S t r e a m s to be bridged, wi th no means 
at hand ; the face of the count ry is v e r y s tony, and 
filled with gullies, which must be cut down. W e fail-
ed in reaching the spot laid down for our second night's 
camp, by six miles. For tuna te ly , at the last place w e 
const ructed a bridge, there w a s a small s t r eam of 
wa te r , which, by building a dam, afforded us a supply. 
Shor t ly af ter dark it failed. Some rascal ly Mexican 
in the r ea r had cut the w a t e r off, hoping to annoy us. 
H e succeeded to a cha rm. 

T h e person w h o recommended this route had cer-
tainly an e y e to the " internal improvements" of the 
s ta te of Tamaul ipas . T h e pioneers should institute a 
suit o f d a m a g e s against him. W e w e r e quite a dis-

# 

gus ted set of worked-out individuals. Our g rea tes t an-
noyance w a s the crossing of small s t reams with soft 
bottoms. T h e y must be bridged, and t imber w a s so 
sca rce tha t it was real ly a work of no little labor. 
Our expression of countenance, w h e n " s o f t bot tom" 
w a s announced, would have been a fit subject for in-
effable disgust. W e w e r e repaid for some of the an-
noyances of the d a y by witnessing one of the most 
magnif icent ly decept ive sights I have ever beheld. 
J u s t as d a y d a w n e d , there appeared in the east a lof ty 
r a n g e of blue mountains, f rom whose conical summits , 
a t var ious distances, appea red to be evolved immense 
columns of smoke—a perfect amphi thea te r of ac t ive 
volcanoes. T h e delusion w a s pe r fec t—so much so, a n 
officer exclaimed, " W h a t a lofty r ange of mountains !" 
I t was nothing but an immense bank of clouds, which 
assumed these fantast ic shapes, which the sun, in ris-
ing, soon dissipated, leaving in their stead some of a 
most delicate mulber ry color. T h e sun seemed to r ise 
di rect ly under this apparen t mountain. An I r i shman 
exclaimed, " B e Jabers , boys, w e ' r e sure ly in a n e w 
counthry ; there ' s the sun rising under the mountains. 
Och ! but it's a quare sight." 

J a n u a r y 15th. Our road w a s still worse to E l Pas-
ta , the cut t ing quite heavy, and the a r royos very d e e p ; 
the soil miserable and rocky. F r o m the tops of the 
hills the eye res ted upon fair and beautiful prospects ; 
but w h e n it came to examine the mesquite thickets, it 
made one d read to reach them. T h e command work-
ed like " good men and t rue ," but the a r m y overtook 
us within t w o miles of El Pas ta , a t which point w e en-
camped. Af te r an hour 's rest , w e again s tar ted to 
work on the road until sunset. L ieu tenant Smith and 
myself , for our satisfaction (the r epor t s of the state of 



the road being so cont rad ic tory) , de te rmined to r ide 
some ten miles in advance to examine it. W e found 
it much better than any w e had ye t passed over—less 
cu t t ing—some heavy digging, and lots of stone to re-
move. T h e stones a re singularly confined to small 
spaces, and there they are piled up as if they w e r e 
purposely t h r o w n there . T h e y a re impregnated with 
the oxide of iron, and a re evident ly of volcanic form-
ation. Our road has been over immense hills and 
th rough extensive valley_s., almost a dead level, cu t up 
with a r royos (the word is here applied to deep gullies) 
n o w dry , upon the sides of which the re a re deposits 
of salt. T h e r e is a str iking similari ty be tween the 
prominent fea tures of the different hills. W e cut foui 
miles in advance , and re tu rned to camp. 

General T w i g g s brought with him General T a y l o r ' s 
o rde r rel inquishing the command of this par t of his 
old army. On the eve of march ing , Genera l T a y l o r 
rece ived instructions f rom General Scot t to send his 
whole command , wi th the exception of the two bat-
ter ies of L igh t Art i l lery and squadron of Dragoons , to 
T a m p i c o , w h e r e he will meet them the la t ter pa r t of 
this or the first of next month. General T a y l o r was 
o rde red to re turn to M o n t e r e y and remain on the de-
fensive. H e left immediately, taking with him the 1st 
Mississippi regiment , in addit ion to the above-named 
forces. This o rde r deprived him of near ly all his reg-
ulars , and des t royed all his hopes of advancing upon 
S a n Luis Potosi , leaving him with a force which may 
endanger not only the keeping open his long line of 
communicat ion, but the ability to re ta in the coun t ry 
a l r eady conquered . H e bade farewell to the veterans 
w h o had been so long under his eye in a feeling and 
compl imentary order , express ing his regre ts , and wish-
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ing us e v e r y distinction. M a n y a soldier's hear t that 
had b r a v e d the batt le 's s torm undaunted, now swelled 
wi th emot ion ; m a n y an e y e that had flashed fire o 'er 
glistening bayonets , filled with t ea rs when the order 
announcing our separat ion w a s read . It was as fol-
lows : " It is wi th deep sensibility tha t the command-
ing genera l finds himself separated f rom the t roops he 
so long commanded . T o those corps, regu la r and vol-
unteer , who had shared with him the ac t ive services 
of the field, he feels the a t t achment due such associa-
tions ; while to those making their first c ampa ign , he 
must express his r eg re t tha t he can not par t ic ipate 
wi th them in its eventful scenes. T o all, both officers 
and men, he extends his hear tfel t wishes for their 
continued success and happiness, confident that their 
ach ievement s on another thea ter will redound to the 
credi t of their coun t ty and its a rms ." Genera l Scot t 
a r r ived at the Brasos, December 28th, 1846, and im-
mediately assumed command of the a rmy . O r d e r s 
w e r e dispatched to Genera l W o r t h to move with all 
the regulars , except ing Washing ton ' s , W e b s t e r ' s , Sher -
man's , and Bragg ' s batteries, to Point Isabel. Al though 
no announcement w a s made of our dest iny, ye t it is 
undoubtedly for V e r a Cruz. 

" A h m e ! w h a t var ious ills environ 
T h e m a n w h o m e d d l e s w i t h cold i ron." 

J a n u a r y 16th. Another ve ry heavy day ' s work . 
M a r c h e d eleven miles, and encamped upon the A r r o y o 
Alhagil la . T h e count ry passed over is good for noth-
ing—the most u t ter ly worthless section I have ye t seen. 
T h e labor of the pioneers w a s hard and incessant, and 
they deserve pra ise for the cheerful manner in which 
they forced the work . W e expected to m a r c h as f a r 
a s Tu la , but the guide, sent ahead , r e tu rned and re-



por ted that there w a s no wa te r . W e w e r e all under 
the impression that w e w e r e approach ing a ranch , a n d 
some had the impudence to think they might add a f ew 
eggs and chickens to their mess-chests, but it tu rned 
out to be nothing but a pond (in we t wea the r ) , deriv-
ing its n a m e f rom the pecul iar g ras s g r o w i n g in it. 
E g g s and chickens w e r e at a d i scount ! S a w an en-
tirely n e w species of t ree, which is called L a P a l m a . 
It r eminded one still more forcibly he w a s in a t rop-
ical climate. Its t runk is about nine feet high, about 
six inches in d iameter , f rom the top of which g r o w 
several smaller branches, f rom whose ends long leaves, 
in shape like the r ibbon-grass, g r e w in tufts, descend-
ing like the fea thers in a plume. T h e bark w a s per-
fectly smooth, of a g ray ish-whi te color. L ieu tenan t 
S tu rges , w h o w a s tried for the loss of the r e a r - g u a r d 
wh ich was cut off f rom Colonel M a y ' s squadron, w a s 
acqui t ted. 

J a n u a r y 17th. T h i s has been to the pioneer p a r t y 
compara t ive ly a d a y of rest . T h e y had little o r no 
w o r k to do, for the first nine miles passing th rough a 
prairie, and then through quite open chapar ra l , pa r t of 
the road well cu t and v e r y much traveled, so tha t we 
kept ahead of the command without difficulty. It was 
a pleasure to see the men str ike out and enjoy their 
march , unmolested by the cut t ing of t rees, building of 
bridges, or reduct ion of ditches. 

W e reached a miserable r anch called For lon by 10 
o'clock, crossed the Rio Pe r sas , and encamped upon 
its r ight bank, hav ing marched ten miles. T h e river 
is a bold, running s t ream, with rocky bottom. T h e 
count ry passed over was l i terally good for nothing, 
being an extensive wilderness of chapa r r a l and var i -
ous species of c a c t u s : the singular var ie ty a l r eady de-

scribed predominated . W e a re sur rounded by a cu-
rious amphi thea te r of hills and mountains . F a r oft' in 
the east is quite an extens ive r ange of lofty moun ta in s ; 
one peak, in par t icular , has a t t rac ted our attention for 
the last ten days . N e a r e r , and sur rounding us, are 
hills having fair pretensions to the title of mountains, 
as tonishingly alike in their f o r m a t i o n : their c res t s a re 
almost right lines, and of the same he igh t ; their slopes 
a re in the same direction, and at equal angles . H a v i n g 
no connection with a n y o ther r a n g e of mountains, and 
su r rounded by plains, they appea r to h a v e been plant-
ed there purposely to excite the admirat ion and aston-
ishment of the t rave le r . Our course n o w diverges 
f rom the S ie r ra , running more to the east . T h e sun-
set, wi th the distant peaks of the S ie r ra , covered with 
fleecy whi te clouds, enveloped in a pecul iar ly blue, 
smoky a tmosphere , and one of those s ingular hills 
s tanding boldly in the foreground , formed a magnifi-
cent sight. 

J a n u a r y 18th. In tending to march the d is tance as 
laid down for two days ' march in one, reveille was or-
dered at a v e r y ea r ly hour. T h e pioneers slipped off, 
wi thout fife or drum, at 3 A . M . ; by so doing w e avoid-
ed wak ing up the camp, and stole a good march , wh ich 
enabled us to keep ahead all day without being pushed. 
W e reached the r a n c h Panocha , s i tuated upon the 
left bank of the r iver upon which w e encamped last 
night, quite ear ly in the morning. It was laid d o w n at 
five leagues distant, and cer ta inly w a s not more than 
seven miles. F o u r miles from our last c a m p there w a s 
excellent camping-ground d i rec t ly on the r iver . I 
mention these facts to show h o w annoying and pro-
voking it is march ing through a count ry w h e r e you 
a re perfect ly dependent upon ignorant guides, w h o ap-
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pea r to exist on lies. T h e y asser ted most positively, 
a t Forlon, there w a s no w a t e r b e t w e e n it and Pano-
cha , whereas there w a s plenty four miles off. 

F r o m an examinat ion of Aris ta 's m a p (which, by-
the-by, has been more valuable to us than any th ing 
cap tured f rom the enemy), and f rom the r iver turning 
so much to the west , I a m induced to believe it ei ther the 
Simon or Tames is . T h e same r iver is called by as 
m a n y names as there a re ranches . It is a noble s t r eam, 
of considerable depth, and filled wi th fine fish. A mer-
chant , wi th an atajo of mules laden wi th merchandise , 
w a s a t this miserable r anch , on his w a y to Vic tor ia . 
H e informed us that the Mexican Congress w e r e unan-
imous for c a r ry ing on the w a r . S t r a n g e infa tuat ion! 
S u c h being the case, w e must real ly go to w a r in earn-
est . If the people, through their representat ives , vo te 
for the cont inuance of this s t ruggle, w e must make 
them feel it. In the end, it will be the most humane 
policy. T h e y must be m a d e to do so, or the w a r will 
n e v e r end. A pro t rac ted w a r will c a r r y wi th it more 
evils, and a g r e a t e r amount of suffer ing; while a fierce, 
and, if necessary , s angu ina ry s t ruggle , though terr ible 
for the t ime, must br ing mat te rs to a speedy set t lement . 

Af te r cross ing the r iver , the face of the coun t ry 
changed a g rea t deal , pa r t i cu la r ly the g r o w t h of tim-
ber . T h e cabbage- t ree (or palmetto) m a d e its appear -
ance in all its beauty , and the g raz ing w a s most luxu-
riant . M a r c h i n g along, w e w e r e all s t ruck with ad-
mirat ion at Moun t Bernal , an immense mountain peak 
in the shape of a dome, which w a s seen in the south-
west . It w a s t ru ly g r and . Ris ing to the height of 
three thousand feet i n a plain, wi th nothing in the shape 
of elevation around it, its j agged peaks standing in bold 
relief, and vapor ing clouds playing around its base and 

summit , caused e v e r y one to exclaim, " H o w striking-
ly beautiful and magni f i cen t ! " It is put d o w n on Aris-
ta 's m a p with smoke issuing f rom its apex , and is said 
to be an ac t ive volcano. It is d i rec t ly opposite the 
San ta B a r b a r a Pass , on the route to S a n Luis Potosi. 
It w a s th rough this pass the t roops f rom T a m p i c o re -
t i red. Moun t Bernal is the first land seen by mar iners 
in approaching Tampico . 

W e r e a c h e d E l Petr i l b y 11 A.M. , hav ing m a r c h e d 
sixteen miles. It is a small ranch , s i tuated upon a 
creek of the s ame name. It consists of one dilapida-
ted stone building, the mansion of the p ropr ie to r , sur-
rounded b y the jaca ls of his peones. All t he es ta tes 
in this vicinity a re stock f a r m s : little a t tent ion is paid 
to cultivation. In the door of the mansion w e r e stand-
ing th ree striking-looking females , whose a p p e a r a n c e 
induced me to r ide f rom the road to g ive them a nea r -
e r inspection. It w a s a mother and her t w o daugh-
ters , dec ided ly the most genteel w o m e n I have seen in 
Mexico. D e a t h had deprived them of a husband and 
fa ther , whose body had left the house for bur ia l at Al-
amitas just before w e a r r ived . Sadness and gloom 
w e r e in the mansion, and the t ea r of s o r r o w w a s trick-
ling down the face of the y o u n g e r gir l . I could not 
but feel for t h e m ; they looked as if they w e r e alone 
in this vas t wi lderness . 

A mail a r r ived , and w e received information of the 
extensive prepara t ions on foot for the bombardmen t of 
V e r a Cruz. A company of rocke teers is formed, and 
will repa i r immediate ly to the scene of operations, un-
der the command of Lieutenant T a l c o t t ; Capta in Hu-
ge r coming out as the chief of o rdnance . 

J a n u a r y 19th. Off at ea r ly d a w n ; count ry slightly 
ro l l ing ; road quite stony, though g o o d ; g raz ing cap-



i t a l ; no palmetto, but its place supplied by a species 
of the acac ia , and some la rge t rees resembl ing the live-
oak. T h e chain of mountains in the east becomes more 
apparent . F o r several days w e have been passing 
through the va l ley ly ing be tween them and the S ie r ra 
M a d r e . S a w several la rge d roves of ponies, the prop-
e r ty of the propr ie to r of Alamitas. 

W e reached Alamitas at noon, a f t e r a . m a r c h of 
twe lve mi l e s ; it is quite an extensive hacienda, the 
p roper ty of M r . Cintara , nephew of the gen t leman who 
died at E l Petr i l . H e was educated in Louisiana. 
T h e hacienda is s i tuated upon quite a high bluff: the 
principal buildings a re the mansion of the propr ie tor , a 
long stone building on the eas t of a small Plaza, and di-
rec t ly opposite a v e r y neat little chapel , the f ront orna-
mented wi th Roman-Dor i c columns. Both buildings 
w e r e whi te-washed, which g a v e them an air of refine-
ment . Around him, on all sides, w e r e the jaca ls of the 
peones, cor responding to the quar te rs of our s l ave s ; 
but oh> how different in point of real comfo r t ! T h e 
slave is a happy being compared with the peone. 

J a n u a r y 20th. S tar ted before d a y ; this ea r ly move-
ment , occasional ly ge t t ing your face scra tched by a 
project ing limb, is any thing but pleasant. W e wen t 
a long f amous ly ; found the road capital . F o r the first 
five miles w e passed through chapar ra l , and then w e 
struck the prair ies , and have continued in them all day. 
T h e y extend wi th in a shor t dis tance of the coast . 
Passed through quite a la rge r anch called Los Tinos, a 
smaller one called T i e r r a s Blancas, and ar r ived a t 
Chicoi, a small ranch, at 3 P .M. , hav ing marched 
twen ty - th ree miles. T h e prair ies passed w e r e quite 
undulating, and, in their g reen liveries, must be very 
beautiful . 

Dur ing our march w e met a merchan t just f rom 
Tampico , on his w a y to Victoria , with goods for ou r 
a r m y . His disappointment w a s v e r y g rea t to find w e 
had left. F o r the f ew last d a y s w e h a v e seen a bush 
with most singular thorns ; t h e y a r e quite large, and in 
the shape of ox horns, and g r o w f rom the root of the 
t ree to the end of the branches . Ants m a k e nests in 
them b y eat ing through one of the ends ; b reaking them 
open, w e found them full of these little insects. 

J a n u a r y 21st. Off before day . T h e morn ing w a s 
cold and cheerless , and the heavens th rea tened r a i n : 
dark as it was , w e managed to poke along. Our road 
for the first seven miles r an through a prai r ie ; w e then 
entered upon a low bottom, evident ly subject to over-
flow, of a rich, black soil, which had been t raveled 
while muddy and dr ied in l u m p s ; it w a s v e r y rough 
for both men and wagons . W e have been unusually fa-
vored in all our marches , especial ly in th is ; had it rain-
ed, w e could never have passed through the coun t ry . 

W e reached a r anch called Los Es t a ro s a t 10 A.M. , 
having marched twelve miles. It is s i tuated in a n ex-
tensive flat of land, upon a very la rge lagune, which 
empties into the Rio Tames i s , and which often over-
flows its banks to the depth of four o r five feet. I t is 
a dismal-looking place, and inhabited by men who have 
the most thoroughly cut- throat , " your-money-or-your-
life" expression of countenance I have ever beheld. 
T h e only consolation w e have for stopping at such a 
place is this : w e a re informed that, on r each ing Al-
t imira, we can procure oysters ! " W a i t e r ! a dozen, 
f r ied." 

J a n u a r y 22d. S t a r t ed some time before the d a w n 
of day . Our progress, until it w a s light, was t ruly 
laughable. It was so dark w e could not see the road. 

C c* 



W e knew, from an examination last night , tha t there 
w e r e deep ditches in var ious places, a fall into which 
might have occasioned no little i n j u r y ; a w a r e of this, 
there was a good deal of feeling to find w h e r e we w e r e . 
" W h e r e a re you going ?" " W h y , I 'm r ight ." " N o , you 
a re n o t ; you a r e taking up the bed of a d ry s t r eam." 
By the t ime the caution was given, the advance w a s in 
a ditch or a t r ee top. T h e cry then was , " W h e r e ' s 
the trail ?" for tha t was all w e had to guide us. T ra i l 
found ; aga in w e moved on until some one pitched into 
a ditch, and set us all g rop ing for the path. W e had 
two c a m p women along, w h o w e r e on horseback ; and 
the poor c rea tures , from the tumbles they rece ived, to 
say nothing about their scra tched faces from project ing 
limbs, must have been thankful w h e n day dawned . 
T h e road w a s of the v e r y w o r s t description, being 
t r ave r sed at brief intervals by the deepest gullies w e 
have met . T h e labor w a s cons tan t and fat iguing. 
T h e column passed ear ly , and left us in the r e a r for the 
ba lance of the day . 

W e reached Alt imira at 3 P .M. , having marched 
fourteen miles. It is a v e r y old and insignificant-look-
ing place, situated upon a r ise of ground near the edge 
of an extensive f resh-water lagune, which communi-
cates wi th the Rio Tames i s . It is eighteen miles f rom 
Tampico . T h e distant roar ing of the breakers w a s 
distinctly heard . Our anticipations with r ega rd to 
oysters w e r e not rea l ized—not even a shell w a s visi-
ble. Some officers came out from T a m p i c o to mee t 
us, and g a v e bewitching descriptions of the place. W e 
found some Irish potatoes a t Altimira. One who is in 
the daily use of them can hardly conceive of the joy 
which the g ree t ing of the good old s tandard vegetable 
produces af ter being without them for some time. 

J a n u a r y 23d. T h e division a r r ived within three 
miles of T a m p i c o at 12 M. , and encamped in the vicin-
ity of a l a rge lagune. W e marched fifteen miles ; the 
road near ly the whole distance w a s through dense 
woods, chiefly of live-oak ; t he u n d e r g r o w t h of impen-
etrable chapar ra l , and the soil quite sandy . As w e 
approached Tampico , the country became hilly and 
the soil quite rich. T o avoid a hill, a road- w a s cut 
through a wilderness of lime and lemon t rees g r o w i n g 
wild. T h e command picked a g r ea t quant i ty of them. 
Genera l Pa t t e r son passed us this morning , and repair-
ed immediately to the ci ty : a salute announced his 
ar r ival . O u r march , though fatiguing, and a t t imes 
harassing, has been a t tended by f ew d r a w b a c k s ; w e 
have been blessed with fine w e a t h e r and health, have 
passed th rough a n e w and interes t ing coun t ry . W h a t 
more could w e desire 1 

C H A P T E R X X . 

G E N E R A L T A Y L O R , wi th the 1st Mississippi reg iment , 
under the command of Colonel Davis , Colonel M a y ' s 
squadron of Dragoons , and t w o bat ter ies under B r a g g 
and T h o m a s , a r r ived at Monterey , on his r e tu rn f rom 
Victor ia , t o w a r d the lat ter part of J a n u a r y , 1847, and 
re-occupied his old camp at the W a l n u t Spr ings . Gen-
eral W o o l had established a c a m p at the r ancho called 
Buena Vista, five miles to the south of Saltillo. His 
rapid march from P a r r a s , to re-enforce Genera l W o r t h , 
reflected g rea t credi t upon his command. T h e supe-
rior s tate of discipline to which he had brought his 
column, b y his unt ir ing ene rgy and perseverance , his 
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rigid enforcement of orders , w a s not only soon to be 
displayed upon the battle-field, but had a l r eady ga ined 
for them the respec t of the citizens of the different 
towns at which they w e r e stationed. On leaving 
Pa r ra s , some of the ladies of the ci ty besought the 
privilege of nurs ing his sick, and, to their honor be it 
recorded , w a t c h e d by the sick-bed of an Amer i can 
soldier, and cas t a round him those comfor ts and con-
veniences which none but the gent le spirit of w o m a n 
know h o w to bestow. Genera l Tay lo r , though ad-
vised b y Genera l Scot t to abandon Saltillo, wi th a 
prudent foresight de termined to hold it and the s t rong 
passes in advance , and pushed fo rward all his avail-
able forces to those points. 

On the 22d of J a n u a r y , a t the H a c i e n d a E n c a r n a -
ción, s ixty miles f rom Saltillo, two scout ing part ies , 
under the command of M a j o r s Bor land and Gaines, 
the fo rmer of the Arkansas , the la t ter of K e n t u c k y 
cava l ry , w e r e su r rounded and captured by Genera l 
Miñón, wi th a command of th ree thousand Mexican 
cava l ry . T h e i r c ap tu re w a s the resul t of gross care-
lessness, and ref lects little credit upon the vigi lance of 
the officers. T h e c o m m a n d consisted of six officers 
and sixty-four men : they w e r e immedia te ly marched 
off for the city of Mexico . On their w a y , Captain 
Henr ie , a T e x a s volunteer , made his escape , and, af ter 
an endurance of pr ivat ions ha rd ly credible, succeeded 
in r each ing our forces in the vicinity of Saltillo. An-
other d isgraceful and mor t i fy ing capture , the result of 
w a n t of vigilance, o c c u r r e d on the 27th of J a n u a r y — 
tha t of Capta in H e a d y , wi th seventeen men, K e n t u c k y 
volunteers , who, being on a scout, w e r e cap tu red by a 
par ty of r anche ros wi thout the least resis tance. About 
this t ime w a s pe rpe t r a t ed a fiendish ac t of a t roci ty , 

fr 

which one must blush to record . A pr iva te of the 
Arkansas cava l ry w a s found nea r the pickets, murde r -
ed, hav ing previously been lassoed. A pa r ty of that 
regiment , w h o should blush to own themselves men, 
a rmed themselves and repai red to a ne ighbor ing ranch, 
and, in cold blood, murde red several inoffensive peas-
ants, in r evenge for their lost comrade . 

T h e capture of the different parties, and the rumors 
and repor t s which reached Saltillo of the advance of 
S a n t a Anna with an ove rwhe lming force, induced 
Genera l T a y l o r to change his headquar te r s . Bring-
ing fo rward with him the command with which he 
m a r c h e d f rom Victor ia , he ar r ived at, and established 
his headqua r t e r s at A g u a N u e v a , eighteen miles south 
of Saltillo, on the 5th of F e b r u a r y . By the 8th the 
whole a r m y , wi th the exception of M a j o r W a r r e n ' s 
command , for the protect ion of Salti l lo, w a s concen-
t ra ted at tha t point. I t was composed of t w o compa-
nies of the 1st Dragoons , under Captain S t e e n ; t w o 
companies of the 2d Dragoons , under B r e v e t Lieuten-
ant-colonel M a y ; B r a g g ' s and S h e r m a n ' s bat ter ies , 
3d A r t i l l e r y ; Washington ' s ba t tery , 4th A r t i l l e r y ; 
one regiment Arkansas cava l ry , under Colonel Y e l l ; 
one reg iment of K e n t u c k y caval ry , unde r Colonel 
M a r s h a l l ; 2d Ken tucky foot, under Colonel M ' K e e ; 
1st Reg imen t Mississippi Rifles, under Colonel Davis ; 
2d Indiana, under Colonel Bowles ; 3d Indiana, under 
Colonel L a n e ; 1st Illinois, under Colonel H a r d i n ; 2d 
Illinois, under Colonel Bisse l l ; and two companies of 
T e x a s Volunteers , one commanded b y Captain Con-
ner , the other a spy company , commanded by the cel-
eb ra ted Captain ( n o w M a j o r ) M'Cullough, in all 
amount ing to three hundred and thir ty-four officers, 
and four thousand four hundred and twenty-f ive men. 



Of this n u m b e r / o a r hundred and fifty-three men com-
posed the en t i re regu la r force . 

Genera l T a y l o r minute ly examined the count ry , wi th 
a v iew to select ing a position for the ant ic ipated con-
flict. T h e c a m p a t A g u a N u e v a w a s found to he un-
tenable by so small a force, being easily tu rned on 
ei ther flank. A pass t w o miles in a d v a n c e of Buena 
Vis ta , cr i t ical ly examined by Genera l W o o l prior to 
the ar r iva l of Genera l T a y l o r , w a s selected. In the 
choice of his position, Genera l T a y l o r exhibited the 
s ame comprehens ive sagac i ty and mil i tary coup d'ceil 
which has charac te r ized him in the severa l battles of 
his bril l iant campaigns . T h e valley, a t the point se-
lected, w a s about three miles broad, the sur face v e r y 
i r regu la r , dot ted with hills and ravines, cut up wi th 
deep ar royos , and bounded by lofty mountains. T h e 
main road ran a long the course of an a r royo , the bed 
of which w a s so deep as to form an impassable ba r r i e r . 
On the r ight of the road impassable gullies ex tended 
to the mountains , and on the left commenced s teep as-
cents to the tops of the spurs of the mountains, wh ich 
united and formed an extens ive plain fo r a battle-
g round . N o t h i n g could have been more judicious than 
this selection. 

Information which reached Genera l T a y l o r r e g a r d -
ing the concent ra t ion of a la rge force of the e n e m y in 
his f ront , induced him to send out reconnoi te r ing pa r -
ties several miles in advance . M a j o r M'Cul lough had 
repor ted to the genera l a la rge force of c a v a l r y at E n -
carnac ión , on the route to San Luis Potosi . On the 
20th of F e b r u a r y a s t rong reconnoi ter ing pa r ty , under 
Colonel M a y , w a s dispatched to the H a c i e n d a Hend i -
ondo, and M a j o r M'Cul lough made another examina-
tion of E n c a r n a c i ó n . T h e result of these examinat ions 

r ende red it certain tha t the e n e m y under General 
S a n t a Anna w e r e in g rea t force, and medi ta ted an at-
tack. 

General T a y l o r b roke up his c a m p on the morn ing 
of the 21st, and took position at the pass above de-
scribed. Colonel Yell w a s left, wi th a c o m m a n d of 
cava l ry , to cover the remova l of the stores. This 
command w a s d r iven in by the advance of the enemy, 
a f t e r they had r emoved near ly all the stores, and set 
fire to the r ema inde r . Genera l Tay lo r , wi th a small 
force , p roceeded to Saltillo to make a r r a n g e m e n t s for 
the defense of the place, leaving General W o o l in com-
mand of the a rmy . Dispositions w e r e immediate ly 
m a d e to receive S a n t a Anna . Capta in W a s h i n g t o n ' s 
ba t t e ry w a s posted to command the road . T h e 1st 
and 2d Illinois reg iments (each e ight companies s t rong, 
to the la t ter be ing a t tached Capta in Conner ' s compa-
n y of T e x a s Volunteers) , and the 2d K e n t u c k y regi-
ment , occupied cres ts of r idges to the left and in r ea r . 
T h e A r k a n s a s and K e n t u c k y cava l ry occupied the ex-
t r e m e left, near the base of the mountain. T h e Indi-
ana br igade, under General Lane , the Mississippi Ri-
flemen, the t w o squadrons of Dragoons , and the light 
ba t ter ies of S h e r m a n and B r a g g , w e r e held in rese rve . 

Before Genera l T a y l o r had comple ted his a r r a n g e -
ments for the defense of the ci ty, on the morn ing of 
the 22d he rece ived information of the advance of the 
enemy, and immediately repai red to camp . Clouds 
of dust announced the app roach of the foe, w h o arrived 
in position be tween 10 and 11 A.M. , with immense 
masses, sufficiently s t rong to have b rought on an imme-
diate engagemen t . All silently but firmly awai ted the 
a t tack , when , t rue character is t ic of the Mexican, a 
whi te flag made its appearance , and with it Surgeon-



genera l L indenbe rge r , bear ing the following commu-
nicat ion f rom S a n t a A n n a : 

You a re sur rounded by twen ty thousand men, and 
can not, in any human probabil i ty, avoid suffering a 
rout , and being cut to pieces with your t r o o p s ; but, 
as y o u deserve considerat ion and par t icu lar es teem, I 
wish to save you f rom a ca tas t rophe , and for that pur-
pose g ive you this notice, in o rde r tha t you m a y sur-
r ende r at discretion, under the a s su rance that you will 
be t reated wi th the considerat ion belonging to the Mex-
ican cha rac t e r , to wh ich end you will be g ran ted an 
hour 's t ime to make up your mind, to commence f rom 
the moment when m y flag of t ruce a r r ives in your 
camp . 

" W i t h this view, I assure you of m y par t icu lar con-
sideration. 

" God and L ibe r ty . C a m p a t E n c a n t a d a , F e b r u a r y 
2 2 D , 1 8 4 7 . 

" A N T O N I O L O P E Z D E S A N T A A N N A . 
" T o Gen . Z . Taylor , comm'g t h e fo rces of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . " 

T o which , wi thou t the necessi ty of one hour's con-
sideration, our b rave genera l made the fol lowing brief 
but charac te r i s t i c r e p l y : 

" H e a d q u a r t e r s , A r m y of Occopat ion , ) 
N e a r B u e n a V i s t a , F e b . 22, 1847. 5 

« S i r ,—In reply to your note of this da te , summoning 
m e to su r r ende r m y force a t discret ion, I beg leave to 
say tha t I decline acced ing to your request . Wi th 
high respect , I am, sir , 

" Y o u r obedient servant , Z. T A Y L O R , 

" Maj . Gen. U . S. A r m y , commanding . 
" Senor G e n . D . Antonio L o p e z d e S a n t a A n n a , ) 

Commander- in-chief , L a E n c a n t a d a . " ) 

H o u r s rolled by, and no a t tack w a s made . T h e 
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T H E W A R W I T H M E X I C O . 3 1 3 

r ea r columns of the e n e m y could be dist inctly seen 
coming up. A demonstra t ion on our r ight caused a 
section of Bragg ' s ba t tery , supported by the 2d Ken-
tucky foot, to be detached to that point w h e r e they 
bivouacked for the night. T o w a r d evening the light 
t roops of the e n e m y engaged ours on the left, com-
posed of de tachments of Arkansas and K e n t u c k y cav-
alry, dismounted, and a rifle battalion of the Indiana 
Br igade, under M a j o r Gorman, the whole command-
ed by Colonel Marshal l . An occasional shell was 
t h r o w n by the enemy into this par t of our line with no 
effect. T h e skirmishing of the light t roops was con-
tinued until a f t e r dark, wi th trifling loss on our pa r t . 
T h r e e pieces of Washing ton ' s ba t te ry , under Captain 
O'Brien (with w h o m served Lieutenant Bryan , of the 
Topograph ica l Corps, supported b y the 2d Indiana 
Regiment) , w e r e detached to our left. In this position 
the t roops bivouacked without fires, rest ing on their 
arms. 

Genera l Tay lo r , with the Mississippi regiment and 
squadron of 2d Dragoons , repa i red to Saltillo. Dur ing 
the day , a lai;ge body of cava l ry , some fifteen hundred 
s trong, under the command of Genera l Miñón, had 
th rown themselves into the valley by a pass through 
the mountains, and w e r e visible in the r ea r of the ci ty . 
In anticipation of victory, this s t rong force was thus 
posted to cut off and harass our re t reat . T h e city w a s 
occupied by four companies of Illinois Volunteers , un-
der M a j o r W a r r e n of the 1st R e g i m e n t ; a field-work, 
commanding the approaches , w a s garr isoned by Cap-
tain W e b s t e r ' s company , with two twenty-four-pound 
howitzers. T h e train was defended by two compa-
nies of Mississippi Rifles, under Captain Rodgers , wi th 
one field-piece, under Captain Shover . 

V O L . I . — D D 



D u r i n g the night of the 22d the enemy th rew a la rge 
body of light troops on the mountain side, for the pur-
pose of outf lanking our left. At this point the action 

. w a s r e n e w e d ea r ly on- the morning of the 23d. Our 
riflemen, under Colonel Marshal l , re-enforced by three 
companies of Illinois Volunteers , under M a j o r Tra i l , 
handsomely maintained their position, and used their 
rifles wi th g rea t effect. Abou t 8 o'clock a h e a v y col-
umn moved up the road and threa tened our center , but 
w e r e dr iven back^by the fire of Wash ing ton ' s ba t te ry . 
All a t tempts upon our right, f rom the na tu re of the 
g round , would have been time and labor th rown a w a y . 
San ta Anna s a w this, and determined, if possible, to 
ga in and outflank our left, s tat ioned on an extensive 
plain. F o r this purpose, la rge masses of both infantry 
and cava l ry w e r e collected in the ravines, under cover 
of the r idges. T h e 2d Indiana and 2d Illinois regi-
ments formed the left of our line, the fo rmer support -
ing O'Brien's th ree pieces. Br igadier -genera l L a n e 
had the immediate command at this point. T o bring 
the ar t i l lery into more effective range , O 'Br ien was 
ordered to advance . H i s pieces w e r e served with ter-
rible effect against an overwhe lming mass of the en-
e m y . T h e firing at this point w a s very severe . T h e 
Mexican art i l lery poured in its g r a p e and canis ter , to 
cover the advance of their forces. T h e 2d Indiana 
r eg imen t broke in confusion, unable to wi ths tand the 
gal l ing fire, and left the art i l lery unprotected. Captain 
O'Brien , thus deser ted, was forced to ret ire, leaving 
one of his pieces, a t which e v e r y man and horse w a s 
either killed or wounded. All efforts to ral ly the fly-
ing reg iment failed ; a few, by the ga l lan t ry of M a j o r 
Dix, P a y m a s t e r U. S. A r m y , w e r e brought back, and 
with their colonel (Bowles), a t tached themselves to the 

Mississippi regiment , and did good service the remain-
der of the day . 

T h e left of our line g iv ing w a y , afforded the e n e m y 
an immense advan tage , who, pushing fo rward their 
masses, forced our light t roops on the mountain side to 
ret ire . M a n y of the la t ter w e r e not rallied until they 
r eached the depot at Buena Vista, w h e r e they after-
ward assisted in the defense of the train. T h e 2d Il-
linois regiment , to which had been at tached a section 
of She rman ' s bat tery, w e r e dr iven before the advanc ing 
columns. T h e enemy continued pouring in their mass-
es of infantry and c a v a l r y ; the base of the mountain 
seemed covered with men, and their br ight a r m s glis-
tened in the sun. Our r ea r w a s in d a n g e r ; the tide of 
battle was dec idedly against us ; the fortunes of the 
d a y seemed cast upon a die, when, at this cri t ical junc-
ture, Genera l T a y l o r arrived upon the field, and occu-
pied a commanding position on the elevated plateau. 
His presence restored confidence. T h e Mississippi reg-
iment, under the gal lant Davis, was o rde red to the left, 
and immediately engaged the masses which h a d turned 
our flank. T h e y nobly sustained a fearful s t ruggle 
against overwhelming odds, and added fresh laurels to 
those a l ready gained. T h e 2d Ken tucky , under Col-
onel M ' K e e , with a section of ar t i l lery, under Captain 
Bragg , had been previously ordered to the support of 
our left. Th i s command , wi th a portion of the 1st Il-
linois, under Colonel Hard in , w e r e soon fiercely en-
g a g e d in the fight, and part ial ly recovered the lost 
ground. T h e bat ter ies of S h e r m a n and Bragg , sta-
tioned on the plateau, played with dreadful effect upon 
the advanc ing masses, and especially upon those w h o 
had gained our r ea r . T h e Mississippi regiment , fight-
ing manful ly, and sustaining, without flinching, more 



C A M P A I G N S K E T C H E S , E T C . 

than then- share of the fight, w e r e re-enforced by the 
3d Indiana , under Colonel Lane , and a piece of artille-
r y under Lieutenant Ki lburn. T h e s t ruggle at this 
point was d r e a d f u l ; repea ted efforts w e r e made, both 
by the cava l ry and infant ry , to force our line, but w e r e 
signally repulsed with g r e a t loss. Our sheet anchor , the 
ar t i l lery, l i terally mowed down their masses ; the preci-
sion and rapidi ty of their fire was the admirat ion of all. 

T h e squadrons of regu la r cava l ry , and Captain Pike's, 
of the Arkansas , cava l ry , w e r e under the command of 
Breve t Lieutenant-colonel M a y . H e w a s o rde red to 
hold in check the masses which had gained our rea r , in 
conjunct ion with the K e n t u c k y and Arkansas cava l ry 
under Colonels Marshal l and Yell. T h e enemy still, 
wi th the grea tes t pert inacity, continued the a t tack upon 
our left. Different sections and pieces, under She rman , 
Bragg , O'Brien, Thomas , Reynolds , Kilburn, French , 
and Bryan , w e r e ex tended along the front, and belched 
forth their incessant fire. T h e iron hail, directed with 
the g rea tes t j udgmen t and coolness, rent their ranks , 
s taggered their masses, and the cannon's r o a r d rowned 
the horrid yell of battle, and the shrieks of expir ing 
hundreds. Short- l ived was the enemy's shout of tri-
umph at their t empora ry success; under our gall ing fire 
they g a v e way . Lieutenant Rucker , with his squadron 
of 1st Dragoons , w a s ordered to dash in a m o n g them ; 
this he did in handsome style. 

A la rge body of cava l ry , w h o had gained our rea r , 
threa tened an at tack upon our t ra in at Buena Vista! 
Colonel M a y , with his command , wi th t w o pieces un-
der Lieutenant Reynolds , was dispatched to s t rengthen 
that point. Before his arr ival , the enemy had been gal-
lantly met and repulsed by the Arkansas and Ken tucky 
caval ry . T h e y broke into two columns ; one, sweep-



ing by the ranch, received an effective fire from the 
fugit ive forces, composed in part of Major Tra i l ' s and 
Gorman ' s command , who had been re-organized by the 
advice and exertions of Major Munroe , of the art i l lery ; 
the other, ga in ing the base of the mountain, received a 
terrif ic fire from the pieces under Lieutenant Reynolds . 

In the c h a r g e at Buena Vista, the gal lant Colonel 
Yell fell, a t the head of his r e g i m e n t ; and Adju tan t 
Vaughn , of the K e n t u c k y cava l ry , yielded up his life 
like a t rue soldier. Colonel May, with his command , 
and portions of the Arkansas and Indiana troops, kept 
in check the r ight of the enemy. The i r masses, c rowd-
ed into ravines, w e r e played upon incessantly by our 
a r t i l l e ry ; the havoc was dreadful . T h e position of that 
portion of the enemy who had gained our r e a r w a s 
ex t remely critical, and their cap tu re appeared cer ta in . 
San ta Anna s a w the crisis, and, by conduct unbecoming 
a t rue soldier, which only tended to increase the dishon-
or and baseness of a charac te r a l ready conspicuous for 
both in history, dispatched a whi te flag to Genera l T a y -
lor, asking him " wha t he wan ted . " Genera l T a y l o r im-
mediately dispatched General Wool with a whi te flag 
to answer it, and ordered our firing to cease. T h e in-
te rv iew could not be effected, as the Mexicans contin-
ued to fire, thus adding unparalleled t r eache ry to the 
o ther ac ts of barbar i ty for which they a re ce lebra ted . 
San ta Anna 's object was effected ; the g rea t e r port ion 
of his cava l ry regained their lines. Th i s could have 
been prevented by a breach of the sancti ty of the white 
flag; but, thank God, tha t blot remains alone wi th the 
enemy. A formidable force, dur ing their re t reat , re -
ceived a severe fire of musketry ; and Reynolds 's artil-
lery, beautifully served, dealt death and destruct ion 
among them. 



Dur ing the day , the cava l ry under General Minon 
occupied the road between the battle-field and SaJtillo, 
and threa tened the city. T h e y w e r e fired upon from 
the redoubt in c h a r g e of Captain Webs te r , and moved 
off toward Buena Vista. Captain Shove r moved for-
w a r d with his piece, supported by a miscellaneous com-
mand of volunteers, fired several shots wi th g r e a t ef-
fect, and drove them into the ravines which led to the 
lower v a l l e y ; they w e r e accompanied in this pursuit 
by a piece of Webs te r ' s bat tery, under Lieutenant 
Donaldson, supported by Captain Whee le r , wi th his 
company of Illinois Volunteers . T h e e n e m y made o n e 
or two a t tempts to c h a r g e the pieces, but w e r e dr iven 
back in confusion, and left the plain for the d a y . 

In the mean time, the firing had nea r ly ceased upon 
the main field. It was but the prelude to the fierce and 
last s t ruggle for the d a y — a s t ruggle which tested the 
courage and firmness of our a r m y , and rendered , if pos-
sible, more conspicuous the s t rength and dreadful effi-
c iency of our art i l lery, and the skill and ga l lan t ry of 
its able commanders . S a n t a Anna, re-enforced by his 
cava l ry , under cover of his ar t i l lery, wi th horse and 
foot charged our line. T h e shock was gal lant ly sus-
tained by our small band of heroes. On they came in 
overwhe lming masses, their reserve fresh and eager for 
the contest, their ar t i l lery pouring in a dreadful fire, 
the whole under the immediate eye of their chief. T h e 
2d Ken tucky , 1st Illinois, and O'Brien, with two pieces, 
stood the brunt of the at tack. On they c a m e ; their 
deadly fire thinned our r a n k s ; the infant ry in suppor t 
of O'Brien 's p iece w e r e routed, and tha t gal lant young 
officer was forced to ret i re , leaving his piece in the 
hands of the enemy. 

Our bat ter ies now stood conspicuous; such was the 

rapid i ty of their movements , tha t both officers and men 
seemed gif ted with ub iqu i ty ; so d readfu l w a s their 
fire, it could not be resisted. T h e e n e m y fell back in 
d isorder . T h e ga l lan t H a r d i n and M ' K e e , wi th their 
regiments , cha rged the flying hosts wi th a degree of 
courage rare ly equaled. T h e enemy, seeing the small 
force in pursuit , like mag ic turned upon them, and 
c a m e up in myr iads . F o r a shor t t ime the c a r n a g e 
w a s dreadful on both sides. W e w e r e a me re hand-
ful in opposition to their legions. A g a i n our men 
w e r e routed, and the d a y seemed lost wi thout r edemp-
tion. Bren t and Whi t ing , of Wash ing ton ' s ba t t e ry , 
covered the r e t r ea t of the remnants of these gal lant 
regiments , w h o had so nobly borne the hottest of the 
fight. -

Genera l T a y l o r stood ca lm and unmoved upon 
the plateau — all eyes w e r e turned upon him. T h e 
leaden messengers of dea th swep t harmless ly by his 
person, while hundreds w e r e passing to fu tur i ty . 
B ragg , wi th his ba t te ry , had a r r ived at the point of 
fearful s t ruggle . Alone and unsuppor ted w a s tha t 
ba t t e ry and tha t b r ave old chief. Confident to the 
last of v ic tory , he o rde red his t rus ty capta in to unlim-
b e r — t o load with g rape , and a w a i t t he ar r iva l of their 
masses until they nea r ly r eached the muzzles of his 
pieces. On came the enemy, like legions of fiends, 
cer ta in of vic tory. W h e n a lmost within g r a s p of the 
bat tery , B r a g g opened his fire. T h e first volley s tag-
ge red them, the second opened streets th rough their 
ranks, and the third put them in full r e t rea t , and saved 
the day . T h e Mississippi reg iment and 3d Ind iana 
suppor ted the bat ter ies on the plateau ; the fo rmer 
ar r ived in t ime to t h r o w in a gal l ing fire, and add 
their might to the discomfiture of the enemy. 



In this last conflict w e sustained a g r ea t loss. Col-
onel H a r d i n , Colonel M ' K e e , and Lieutenant-colonel 
Clay fell a t the head of their regiments , sustaining a 
despe ra t e conflict agains t an ove rwhe lming force. 
T h r i c e dur ing the day had our ar t i l lery turned the 
tide of ba t t l e ; thr ice had the masses of the e n e m y 
fallen before its terr ible hail, and thus maintained the 
g l o r y of the Amer ican arms. T h e batt le had now 
r a g e d for ten hours. N o fu r the r a t tempt w a s m a d e 
to force our lines, and our troops, w e a r y and exhaust-
ed, sank on the battle-field, sur rounded by the dead 
and dying, wi thout a fire to chee r them and w a r m 
their benumbed limbs, to obtain that rest which was 
necessa ry to fit them for the conflict on the m o r r o w . 
T h e wounded w e r e removed to Saltillo, and e v e r y 
preparat ion, was made to meet the e n e m y should the 
a t tack be r enewed . E r e the sun rose they had fallen 
back upon A g u a N u e v a , leaving the field s t rewed with 
the i r dead and dying. Br igadier -genera l Marshall 
m a d e a forced march f rom Rincanada , wi th a re-
enforcement of K e n t u c k y c a v a l r y and a ba t t e ry of 
h e a v y guns , under Capta in Prentiss , 1st Ar t i l l e ry , but 
too late to par t ic ipate in the e n g a g e m e n t . 

Our loss was very severe , t w o hundred and sixty-
seven killed, four hundred and fifty-six wounded , and 
t w e n t y - t h r e e missing. T h e enemy, at the least calcu-
lation, must have lost two thousand. F ive hundred 
of their dead w e r e left upon the field of battle. T w e n -
ty-eight of ou r officers w e r e killed on the field, and 
for ty-one w e r e wounded . 

T h e following a re the names of the killed and 
w o u n d e d : General S t a f f : Killed, Captain George 
Lincoln, Assistant Adju tant -genera l ; Wounded, H . 
W . Benham, 1st Lieutenant E n g i n e e r s ; F . S. Bryan , 

b reve t 2d L ieu tenan t Topograph ica l Engineers . 1st 
Reg imen t of Dragoons : W o u n d e d , Captain E . Steen. 
2d Reg imen t of Dragoons : W o u n d e d , Breve t Lieu-
tenant-colonel C. A. M a y . 3d Reg imen t Art i l lery : 
W o u n d e d , Lieutenant S. G. F rench . 4 th Ar t i l le ry : 
W o u n d e d , 1st Lieutenant J . P. O'Brien. Mississippi 
Rif les : Killed, 1st Lieutenant R . L . Moore , 2d Lieu-
tenan t F . M ' N u l t y ; wounded, Colonel Davis , Capta ins 
S h a r p and S t o c k a w , 1st L ieu tenants Corwin and Po-
sey. 1st Reg imen t Illinois : Killed, Colonel H a r d i n , 
Capta in Zabriskie, and 1st Lieutenant Hough ton . 2d 
R e g i m e n t Illinois : Killed, Captain W o o d w a r d , Lieu-
tenants Roun t ree , F le tcher , Ferguson , Robbins, Steel , 
Ke l ly , Bart leson, Ather ton, and Pr i ce ; wounded , Cap-
tains Coffee and Baker, Lieutenants Picket , E n g l e m a n , 
W e s t , and Whi tes ide . T e x a s Volun tee r s : Killed, 
1st L ieu tenan t Campbel l , 2d Lieutenant L e o n h a r d ; 
wounded , Captain Connor. Ind iana Volunteers : Brig-
ade Staff : Br igadier -genera l Lane . 2d Ind iana : Killed, 
Capta ins Kinder and Wa lke r , and Lieutenant P a r r ; 
wounded , Capta ins Sanderson and Osborn, Lieuten-
an t s Cayce , Davis , Pennington, Lewis , Moore , a n d 
E p p e r s o n . 3d Indiana : Killed, Cap ta in T a g g a r t ; 
wounded , Major Gorman , Captains Sleep and Conno-
ver . 2d K e n t u c k y foot : Killed, Colonel M ' K e e , Lieu-
tenant-colonel Clay, and Capta in Will is ; wounded , 
Lieutenants B a r b e r and Nap ie r . Arkansas Cava l ry : 
Killed, Colonel Yell, Capta in Por te r ; wounded , Lieu-
tenant R e a d e r . 

S o m e of the br ightest spirits of that band of heroes 
w e r e sacrif iced for their count ry . T h e g rea t number 
of officers killed is a sufficient gua ran tee of the man-
ner in which t h e y per formed their du ty . Lincoln, 
Hard in , M ' K e e , Clay, and the o ther gal lant spirits 



who fell upon that bloody field, will eve r be ranked 
a m o n g the proudest names of their country . T h e 
laurel and the cypress are necessar i ly joined in the 
battle-field. T h e w r e a t h of the former , which decks 
the b row of the conqueror , is not m o r e honorable than 
the branches of the lat ter , which shade the g r a v e of 
the depar ted h e r o : their eve rg reen v e r d u r e is a fit 
t ype of the halo which memory t h rows o 'er his 
deeds. 

Genera l W o o l bore himself wi th dist inguished credit 
throughout the day , and by his presence stimulated the 
men to g rea t activity and exert ion. T h e troops of his 
immedia te command , wi th some except ions , g a v e evi-
dence of their discipline, and to his ga l l an t ry a l a rge 
share of ou r success may be at t r ibuted. Genera l 
T a y l o r speaks in high t e rms of the gal lant bear ing of 
his personal stall", as well as those of Generals Wool 
and Lane . Colonel Davis , wi th his gal lant Mississip-
pians, w a s par t icu lar ly distinguished in maintaining his 
g round af ter the d isgraceful flight of the 2d Indiana 
reg iment . T h o u g h wounded , he still kept the field. 
Of the opera t ions of the ar t i l lery too much can not be 
said. T h e batt le m a y be called a " battle of artillery." 
In the words of the general-in-chief, " the services of 
the light art i l lery, a lways conspicuous, w e r e more 
than usually distinguished. Mov ing rapidly ove r the 
roughes t g round , it was a l w a y s in action at the r igh t 
place and the r ight t ime, and its well-directed fire 
dealt destruction in the masses of the enemy . " 

T h r o u g h o u t the d a y Genera l T a y l o r w a s w h e r e the 
shot fell hottest and th ickes t ; two balls passed through 
his clothes. H i s firmness of purpose, his e n e r g y of 
cha rac te r , w e r e never more f reely developed. H i s 
quickness of perception, cool, unerr ing judgment , and 

fertility of resources , w e r e never at fault, and must 
rank him a m o n g the most conspicuous generals of 
any age . 

T h e battle of Buena Vista s tands unsurpassed in the 
annals of history. W h e n w e reflect upon the compo-
sition of the Amer ican forces, only four hundred and 
fifty-three of five thousand being regulars , the remain-
der citizen soldiers, d r a w n f rom different par t s of the 
country, and of various pursuits, w e can hardly realize 
the result . W i t h a force so composed, how conspicu-
ous w a s the judgment of our b r ave genera l in deciding 
to g ive batt le instead of re t reat ing. If he had pursued 
the lat ter course, the chances are , he would not only 
have lost his a r m y , but the whole Val ley of the Rio 
Grande , with all ou r depots, would have fallen into 
the hands of the enemy. T h e g rea t lack of numbers 
prevented the genera l f rom following up his success. 
T h u s has it been from the commencement of the w a r ; 
victories are gained, their fruits a re lost. A br igade of 
regulars would have insured the capture of the g r e a t e r 
part of the Mexican forces. 

A staff officer w a s dispatched by General T a y l o r to 
S a n t a Anna, to negotiate an exchange of prisoners, 
which was satisfactorily completed. On the 26th the 
genera l issued the following o rde r to his a r m y : 

H e a d q u a r t e r s , A r m y of Occupat ion, ) 
B u e n a Vis t a , F e b r u a r y 26, 1847. J 

Order No. 12. 
I. T h e commanding genera l has the gra teful task of 

congra tu la t ing the t roops upon the brilliant success 
which a t tended their a rms in the conflict of the 22d 
and 23d. Confident in the immense superior i ty of 
numbers , and st imulated by the presence of a distin-
guished leader, the Mexican troops w e r e yet repulsed 
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in eve ry effort to force our lines, and finally w i thd rew, 
with immense loss, from the field. 

II. T h e genera l would express his obligations to the 
men and officers engaged for the cordial suppor t which 
they rendered throughout the action. I t will be his 
highest pr ide to bring to the notice of the government 
the conspicuous ga l lan t ry of par t icu lar officers and 
corps, whose u n w a v e r i n g steadiness more than once 
saved the fortunes of the day . H e would also ex-
press his high satisfaction with the small command 
left a t Saltillo. T h o u g h not so seriously engaged as 
their comrades , their services w e r e v e r y important , 
and efficiently rendered . W h i l e bes towing this just 
t r ibute to the good conduct of the troops, the genera l 
deeply regre t s to s ay tha t there w e r e not a f ew ex-
ceptions. H e trusts that those w h o fled ingloriously 
to Buena Vista, and even to Saltillo, will seek an op-
por tuni ty to re t r ieve their reputat ion, and to emulate 
the b r ave ry of their comrades w h o bore the brunt of 
the battle, and sustained, against fearful odds, the hon-
or of the flag. 

III. T h e exultat ion of success is checked b y the 
heavy sacrif ice of life wh ich it has cost, embrac ing 
many officers of high rank and r a r e meri t . W h i l e the 
s y m p a t h y of a gra teful count ry will be given to the 
bereaved families and friends of those w h o nobly fell, 
their illustrious example will remain for the benefit 
and admirat ion of the a rmy. 

By order , Major-genera l T A Y L O R . 

Signed, W , W . S. B u s s , 
Assistant Adjutant -genera l . 

Th i s o rde r will be read at the head of eve ry com-
pany . By o r d e r : 

"Signed, W . W . S . B u s s . 

On the same date a close reconnoisance of the ene-
my's c a m p proved that only a small body of cava l ry 
w e r e left, and tha t the main body w e r e re t i r ing on the 
road to S a n Luis Potosi. On the 27th our a r m y re-
turned to their c a m p at Agua N u e v a . A la rge num-
ber of wounded Mexicans w e r e found there, and kindly 
taken ca r e of. On the 1st of M a r c h a command , un-
der Colonel Belknap, was dispatched to Encarnac ión . 
T h e enemy had left in the direction of Matehula , their 
numbers reduced from desert ion, and suffering grea t ly 
f rom hunger . Some two hundred wounded, toge ther 
with sixty Mexican soldiers, w e r e found at the hacien-
da . T h e dead and dying w e r e s t rewed along the road , 
and the r e t r ea t of the enemy left marks of their perfect 
disorganization. 

General Urrea , wi th a cava l ry force est imated as 
high as eight thousand, had, prior to the battle of Buena 
Vista, completely succeeded in cut t ing off all commu-
nication be tween Camargo and Monte rey : the whole 
line was infested with gueril la parties, who, in con-
junction with the troops, a t tacked trains and murdered 
t ravelers . A train of wagons , escorted by thir ty men 
of the 1st Kentucky regiment , under command of Lieu-
tenant Barbour , w e r e surprised and captured on the 
24th of F e b r u a r y , 1847, at Ramos , a small village be-
tween Cera lvo and Marin . T h e w a g o n s w e r e burn-
ed, many of the teamsters horribly mutilated, and their 
bodies, with savage barbar i ty , cast into the flames. 
Colonel Morgan , with the 2d Ohio regiment , occupied 
three points upon the line of communica t ion—Punta 
Aguda , Ceralvo, and Marin . On the 21st of Febru-
a r y he was ordered to concent ra te his regiment and 
march to Monterey . Major Wal l , f rom Punta Aguda , 
joined Colonel M o r g a n on the 23d, and on the 24th 



Colonel M o r g a n marched for Monte rey . On the 25th 
he was joined by some twen ty teamsters , who had es-
caped the general massacre on the 24th. Lieutenant -
colonel Irvin had left Mar in , and reached Monte rey . 
At the la t ter place, Colonel M o r g a n was joined by a 
command under M a j o r Shepherd , 1st Ken tucky regi-
ment . At Agua Fr io he met the enemy, but continued 
his march to S a n Francisco . Dur ing the march they 
repeatedly a t tacked and a t tempted to b reak his col-
umn, but w e r e as often handsomely repulsed. At San 
Franc i sco Colonel M o r g a n w a s joined by a command 
under Lieutenant-colonel Irvin, w h o had re turned from 
Monte rey to re-enforce him. T h e e n e m y at this point 
m a d e his final a t tack, and, af ter a short but sha rp con-
flict, w a s repulsed, and left the field. Captain B. F . 
Graham, assistant quar te r -mas te r in the volunteer 
service, was killed, together wi th three Amer icans and 
one fr iendly Mexican . One soldier was slightly wound-
ed. Captain G r a h a m behaved v e r y gal lant ly. 

On the 7th of March , M a j o r Giddings, of the 1st 
Ohio regiment , with a command consisting of three 
companies of the 1st Ohio regiment , two companies 
of the 1st Ken tucky , and a small de tachment of Ar -
kansas cava l ry , in c h a r g e of a d o w n w a r d train of one 
hundred and fifty wagons, w a s a t tacked near Ceralvo. 
Af te r a sha rp conflict, the enemy w e r e repulsed. F i f ty 
of the w a g o n s w e r e lost. T w o pr ivates of the Ohio 
Volunteers and fifteen teamsters w e r e killed. T h e in-
ter rupt ion of our communications, the repeated a t tacks 
upon trains, the depredat ions of the guerillas, and the 
la rge force under General U r r e a , in the Val ley of the 
San Juan , caused much uneasiness and a larm through-
out the Val ley of the Rio Grande . 

General T a y l o r re turned to Monte rey ear ly in M a r c h 

with M a y ' s squadron of Dragoons , Bragg ' s bat tery, 
and the Mississippi regiment . T h e Ken tucky cava l ry 
w e r e ordered to Monterey . H e determined to take 
the field in person, and go in pursuit of the redoubtable 
genera l . F o r this purpose, he left M o n t e r e y on the 
16th of M a r c h with a squadron of Dragoons , Bragg ' s 
ba t tery , and the Mississippi regiment. Meet ing the 
command of Colonel Curtis escort ing a t ra in to Mon-
terey, he sent the train fo rward with an escort , and, 
taking wi th him the balance of the force, r enewed 
the pursuit. U r r e a re t rea ted rapid ly before his ad-
vance , and crossed the mountains. Genera l T a y l o r 
re turned to Monte rey without meeting the enemy. 
F r o m this time the communications w e r e secure. Pr ior 
to the recept ion of the n e w s of the batt le of Monte rey , 
Colonel Curtis sent on a requisition to the gove rnmen t 
for five thousand troops to maintain the line of com-
munication. 

On the 31st of M a r c h General T a y l o r issued a proc-
lamation to the inhabitants of Tamaul ipas , N u e v a Leon, 
and Coahuila, requir ing from the people of the coun-
t ry an indemnification for the loss sustained by the 
cap tu re of the trains, and destruction of subsistence 
and other public proper ty . H e reminded them of his 
uniform kindness to the people of the count ry , and 
hoped (by their quietly keeping at home and remain ing 
neutral) to be enabled to pursue toward them the same 
liberal policy. 

T h e t ime for the d ischarge of the regiments of vol-
unteers, who enlisted for twelve months, arr iving, prep-
arations w e r e made early in M a y for their t ranspor ta -
tion to N e w Orleans, on their w a y to their homes. 
Major-general Butler left for the States prior to the 
batt le of Buena Vista, on account of his wound. T h e 
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following is the ass ignment of the n e w levies to the 
a r m y under Genera l T a y l o r : F ive companies 3d Dra -
goons, under Colonel Bu t l e r ; 10th Regiment of Infant ry , 
Colonel T e m p l e ; 13th Reg imen t of Infan t ry , Colonel 
Echo l s ; 16th Reg imen t of Infan t ry , Colonel Tibbat ts . 
In April the government made an additional call for 
six thousand volunteers . Of these w e r e assigned to 
General T a y l o r one reg iment of in fan t ry from Indiana, 
and one f rom Ohio ; one battalion (five companies) from 
N e w J e r s e y ; one battalion of five companies from 
D e l a w a r e and Mary land ; one battalion of five com-
panies f rom A l a b a m a ; one c o m p a n y of foot from Flor-
ida ; four companies of horse f rom Illinois, Ohio, and 
A l a b a m a ; t w o companies of foot f rom Virginia, and 
one f rom N o r t h Carolina. These , wi th the addition of 
the Massachuset ts , N o r t h Carol ina, Mississippi, Virgin-
ia, and T e x a s regiments , w e r e presumed to have g iven 
Genera l T a y l o r a force of ten thousand men. W h e n 
the new levies shall have all repor ted , deduc t ing for 
contingencies , his force will probably amount to e ight 
thousand. T h e volunteer regiments w e r e pressed for-
w a r d to rel ieve those whose te rm of service had near -
ly expired. A c a m p of instruction was formed at 
Mie r for the n e w levies, under the command of Gen-
eral Hopping . 

S u c h was the position of affairs upon the Rio G r a n d e 
in June , 1847. T h e ar r iva l of re-enforcements w e r e 
so slow, and the force, a t best, placed under the com-
mand of Genera l T a y l o r was so inadequate for ou r ad-
vance , that he quiet ly remained at Monte rey , happy to 
per form his du ty in any manner the government s a w 
fit to direct, happy in contemplat ing the advance of our 
a r m s under other genera ls , happy in being loved and 
respec ted by all those w h o w e r e or a re under him, for 

his kindness of heart , acute judgment , and sterl ing qual-
ities of a g r ea t and good soldier, and happy in the re-
flection that his government and many Sta tes of the 
Union, b y their votes of thanks, have demons t ra ted 
how s t rong a hold he has upon the hear ts of his coun-
t rymen, and that his brilliant victories have sustained, 
untarnished, the honor of his country ' s flag. 

Colonel Churchill, inspector-general , w a s conspic-
uous on the battle-field, not only for his ga l lant ry and 
coolness, but for his sound judgment , and prompt and 
rapid movements in meet ing the enemy. T o his as-
sistance and perseverance Genera l W o o l is g r e a t l y in-
debted for the superior (for volunteers) s tate of dis-
cipline into which his column had been brought . 
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