APPENDIX.

A.
(See page 35.)

Twe following letter, descriptive of the marchesal-
Juded to in the text, was written by the author of the
preceding narrative, for the Washington * Union.”
As it may be interesting, from the account it gives of
the country passed over by the ¢ Centre Division,”
commanded by General Wool, it is here published at
length.

« Canip of the Centre Division, near Parras,
¢« State of (Cohahuila, Mexico, December 13, 1848.
«To THE EDITOR OF THEE UxIoN:

« The numerous correspondents to your paper, who
are with General Taylor and General Kearney, have
kept your readers well adyised of all the transactions
of the ¢ Army of Oecupation’ and the ¢ Army of the
West,” even to the minutest detail. But the ¢ Centre
Division,” under General Wool, although it has ad-
vanced farther into Mexico than either of the other
two, has hardly been heard from since the day it
passed the Rio Bravo del Norte.

. =

«The Centre Divisior

\ is now within 600 miles of

{he Pacific Ocean.  Its matrch, since it first passed the

natural boundary of the two republics, has been a long
11
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and excessively arduous one; and I now devote the
first leisure hour T have had for a great while to giving
you a brief and hurried account of some of the events
which thus far have marked its progress.

«On the Sth of October; the advance of this col-
umn, commanded by General Wool in person, and
numbering 1954 in the aggregate, arrived on the left
bauk of the Rio Grande, near the Mexican town San
Juan Bautista, better known as Presidio. 1t had been
eleven days in traversing the country from San
Antonio de Bexar to that point, a distance of 182
miles. A flying bridge had been constructed by
Captain Fraser, of the Engineers, and transported in
wagons from San Antonio, for the passage of the riv-
er. It was soon put in operation ; and, by the evening
of the 11th, the whole of the command, and the im=
mense train of stores which accompanied it, were safe-
ly landed upon the opposite shore. The Rio Grande
at that place was found to be 270 yards wide, Its
current was exceedingly rapid,and its waters turbid
and of a yellowish-gray color, like those of -the
Missourl.

¢« At this point General Wool published an order, in
which he defined the course he intended to pursue. He
<aid that he had not come to make war upon the people
or peasantry of the country, but to compel the govern-
ment of Mexico to render justice to the United States.
All, therefore, who did not take up arms against us,
but remained quiet and peaceable at their homes, he
should not molest or interfere with, either as regarded
their persons or their property; and all thoss who
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should furnish supplies would be treated kindly, and be
liberally paid for whatever we should receive from
them.

s The better to protect the ferry established upon the
river, and to keep it secure for the ‘troops and supplies
to be forwarded by Inspector-General Churchill, com-
manding the rear column, Captain Fraser was di-
rected to construct a redoubt as a téfe de pont on the
right bank, and, on the left,a field-work ; — to be de-
fended by two companies. A force sufficient to carry
into effect such a purpose being detached from the col-
umn, the general pushed on to San Juan Bautista.
This town contains two thousand inhabitants, all Mex-
jcans. 'The buildings are of stone, or unburnt bricks
(adobe), and, with but little preparation, are capable of
being easily defended against a superior force. Not
the slightest resistance, however, was offered, although
the people @re represented as being exceedingly hos-
tile toward us. But a few weeks before our arrival,
three or four companies of dragoons are said to have
been quartered there ; but they had fallen back on the
main forces assembled at Monterey. -Presidio, like
Bexar, Guerrero, &c., was one of the points estab-
lished early in the settlement of the country for the
confinement and labor of state prisoners ; and by an
edict of the king of Spain, published in 1772, it was
created a military post, and made one of the cordon
then formed for the protection of the frontier.

« The Jesuits erected a large mission within a mile
of the city similar to the Alamo, La Purisima
Concepcion, San José, San Juan, and Espada, near
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San Antonio. - It is a massive structure, built entirely
of stone, but now fast falling to decay. When we
passed it, the wind was howling through its ruined
arches, like a voice of mourning for those gone from
beneath them, never to return. Mitred bishop and
cowled monk, veiled nun and timid devotee, have
long since passed away ; and the grass and wild-flow-
ers grow in the deserted - corridors and over the
crumbling walls, and flocks of - goats herd in the
solitary courts.

« The country in the vicinity of this ity we found
to be very fertile, especially where it was artificially
irrigated. Cotton, sugar, corn, wheat, sweet potatoes,
and almost every description of garden vegetables,
besides figs, oranges, peaches, and- other fruits; were
raised with but little labor, and in considerable abun-
dance. We were -able to procure 2 sufficient supply
of forage for the use of the command, and at very
reasonable rates.

«Going from thence westward, the column was
obliged to march twenty-six. miles without water,
when it arrived at the town of San Juan de Nava, sit-
uated in the middle of an immense plain, and watered
entirely by irrigating ditches, which are said to have
their fountains in a range of hills twenty miles to the
left of the trace. This town is represented as con-
taining twelve hundred inhabitants, and is built en-
tirely of adobe. Three fourths of the houses were
not occupied at all, and were fast becoming untenant-
able. The people, with two or three exceptions, Were
wretchedly poor, and even more ignorant than the
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Indians of our plains. The business of the place is
the raising of stock, which is tended by herdsmen, and
driven from point to point upon the prairie, that
spreads out almost to the horizon on every side.
In the immediate vicinity of Nava there are exten-
sive fields of corn; and there, likewise, a sufficient
supply was procured for the forage of all the animals
of the column.

« From Presidio to Nava, the whole country is a
perfect level. In the time of the Jesuits, it was all
highly caltivated'; but now there -is not a single hu-
man habitation between those iwo places. In the
olden times, when it was smiling with plentiful crops
of corn and grain, and was enlivened by the voices of
husbandmen, the lowing of cows, the bleating of
numerous flocks, the tinkling of bells, and the noise
and hum of life, how beautiful it must have been,
compared with its present desolation ! Marks of the
irrigating dikes traverse the plain in every direc-
tion; and at distant infervals, along the wayside,
are seen the ruins of many of the ancient grar:aries,
once filled with plentiful harvests, but now empty,
and fast crumbling back to the level from whence
they were reared.

“ A few miles west of Nava, and to the left of Gen-
eral Wool’s trace, there is a beautiful island of timber,
which the Mexicans call El Arbolado de los Angeles,
— The Grove of the Angels. Itis said to surround a
fine spring of water, and is considered by the inhabit-
ants as a sacred place. This is mentioned merely
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to illustrate the fact, that in this country, as in all oth-
ers where the people are ignorant and superstitious,
every natural object of - beauty or sublimity, — wheth-
er mountain, plain, grove, or river, — is invested with
some name calculated to awaken poetic and religious
associations.

«The next city we visited was San Fernando de
Rosas, containing between {hree and four thousand
souls. It is embosomed in-an extensive ‘mot of tim-
ber, which, from its size, and the character of the
trees, we supposed must have been planted when the
city itself was first built. A fine stream of clear
water, called Arroyo Escondido, — Hidden Brook, —
runs on nearly three sides of it ; and, stretching oft” all
around, lies one of the most fertile plains in Mex-
ico. There are two extensive plazas in San Fernan-
do, each surrounded by the residences of the most
wealthy citizens, which, although built of stone and
in the Mexican style, have an air of neatness and
taste we had hardly expected to see. The people
we found to be very friendly in their feelings toward
us ; and whatever supplies we required, they furnished
with much cheerfulness. When we commenced our
line of march the next day, every eye was turned to
iake one more look of San Fernando; — literally,
of Roses. And the scene it presented, with the
quaint dome of its old ehurch surmounted by @ €ross,
and rising above the surrounding foliage, — the pure
white of its edifices, glistening here and there through
the dark green trees, — and its singular position, like
that of an oasis, not in a desert, but on an uninhabited
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plitin; — was one of the most picturesque and pleasing
we had ever beheld, and one we shall long love to
remember.

< Qur course now became more southerly, the direc-
tion being for the head waters of the Santarita, and a
pass through the Sierra de San José. 'We had not pro=
ceeded far before the country began-to be more ster
:le and broken, and long ranges of mountains to
ckirt the horizon, both upon-gur right hand and upon
our left ; while, in front, a formidable chain of them
presented a barrier which it appeared- impossible we
should ever be able to pass with our artillery and
immensely long train of wagons. However, as we pro-
ceeded, valley after valley opened before us, through
which our road wound upwards, until at last we attained
their very summit. Even were there room enough
in this letter for the execution of such a purpose, it
would be impossible to describe the magnificence of
the view then spread out before us. Toward the east
we looked down on the widely extended plain over
which we had so long been journeying. In the dis-
tance the grove of San Fernando was still visible ;
while at our feet the valley of the-Santarita lay like &
map, with the winding course of the river distinetly
traced upon it by the dark line of foliage that fringes .
its banks. On either hand the peaks of the range
upon which we then stood appeared less and less as
they became more removed in perspective, until, it
the far-off blue, their outlines faded from our sight;
and mingled with the faint undulations of the surs
rounding horizon; while, in the west, the Sierra de
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Santa Rosa ascended like a huge and battlemented
wall, with its serrated crest julting aloft in strong re-
lief against the clear sky, and its precipitous sides
hung about with festoons of white and purple clouds.

«The San José mountains are clad only with a
thin covering of grass, sprinkled . here and there
with isolated tufts of sotol, cactus, palmetto, and yueca
aloifolia. Their upper stratum is fossiliferous lime-
stone, but below they are reported as being very rich
in silver and copper. Many years ago, & mine is
said fo have been opened a few miles to the left of our
road, and operations in it were carried on with con-
siderable success; but at length the Camanches be-
came so ftroublesome, that the workmen were obliged
to abandon it.

« From these mountains we descended through a
fortuous gorge to the Llano de San José, —a broad
plain, extending with few interruptions to the foot of
the Sierra de Santa Rosa,a distance of thirty miles ;
and our route lay directly-across it. Midway in this
plain, and only three miles apart, we encountered two
formidable rivers, — the Alamos and Sabinas, which,
at their junction, form the Solado, an affluent to the
Rio Brayo from the west, and uniting with it at
Guerrero. They were each about forty yards in
width, upwards of four feet in depth, and had a
current of almost incredible rapidity. In short, they
were absolute torrents ; to cross which we had neither
bridges nor boats, nor the means wherewith to con-
struct them ; and it was almost a matter of impossi-
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bility for horses or mules to maintain their footing in
the water, even for a moment. IHowever, by the as=
sistance of ropes and the active exertions of the men;
the difficulties they presented were at length over-
come; and all the forces, with the cannon, and the
ammunition and provision trains, consisting of twe
hundred heavily laden wagons, passed them  both,
without any material loss or accident.

«The direction of our march was then for the city
of Santa Rosa, which is situated immediately at the
foot of the Sierra of that name. It contains be-
tween two and three thousand inhabitants, is built
of the same material as the other towns we had
passed, and is capable of being as easily defended.
Many years ago, it was a place of much importance
from the rich veins of silver found in its vicinity 3 but,
the political dissensions of this unhappy country
prostrating, as they did, every thing like enterprise, the
mines, by not being worked, were allowed to be-
come filled with water, from which they have pot yet
been entirely cleared. It has been left for an Amer-
ican citizen, named Dr. Long, a resident in Santa
Rosa, to undertake their drainage ; and he will soon,
no doubt, reap an abundant reward for his labors.

« The General entered the city with his whole force
on the 24th day of October, and without meeting
the slightest opposition from the inhabitants. < They,
in turn, likewise furnished all the supplies he re-
quired ; and, in fact, regarded the approach of his
column with feelings of less dread than they would
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have done, had it ‘been -composed of troops of their
own nation. Before the Centre Division left San
Antonio de Bexar, General Wool had made every effort
to procure accurale information respecting the va-
rious routes to Chihuahia. He was assured, that
whichever he should select, he must of necessity
pass near or through Santa Rosa; and that from
there he might have it in his power to make choice of
any of the three following, viz. through Nacimiento
del Rio, or Head of the River Sabinas, vid San Carlos
and Alamo ; through Puerto de Obayos, by the way
of Cuatro Ciénagas and Santa Catarina; or through
Monelova and Parras. . The whole country between
the Sierra de Santa Rosa and Chihuahua, as far
porth as Paso del Norte and south to Monclova, was
represented as consisting of mountains and extensive
arid plains, with few inhabitants and no supplies, and
destitute, in a great measure, of water. When he
reached Santa Rosa, he found these representations
confirmed, and that the two first-named roads were
altogether impracticable, for precisely those reasons:
To a great exlent they were nothing but mule-trails,
over which, so far as he could learn, no wagon had
ever passed, and where, too, for distances exceeding
ninety miles, not one drop of water was to be found.
To attempt to lead an army over such a country by
such roads would, therefore, haye been . an act of
madness ; and one which could not for a moment be
seriously thought of. He accordingly adopted the
only alternative left him, which was to-push onto
Moneclova, and from thence to Parras, where he would
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strike the great road from Saltillo to Chihuahua, upen
which he could, without much further difficulty, pro-
ceed to the latter place. Our course was; therefore,
changed directly south, through the valley lying be-
tween the Sierras of Santa Rosa and San José. For
nearly the whole distance we met with few indica-
tions that the country was at all inhabited, save
occasional flocks of sheep and goats, tended by soli=
tary pastores, and numbering, in some instances, as
many as 20,000.

« As we proceeded, the barrenness and sterility of
the valley increased ; the soil being unable to support
much else beside the countless varieties of the cactus,
dwarf mesquite, sotol, yuca, and the celebrated agave
Americana,—the century plant of the north, and the
maguey of Mexico. From the agave the people of
this country make their national drink,— pulque, the
process of manufacturing which has been so often
described ; and this, when distilled, forms a nauseous
and intoxicating liquor, called mescal.

“ The mountain scenery, surrounding us on eve-
ry side, we had never seen equalled ; and many was
the picture presented to us, when the sight of long
ranges and groups of them, with their precipitous sides,
now in deep shadow, now standing sharply -out in' the
bright sunlight, would have filled with ecstasy a-Sal-
vator Rosa.

« At length we arrived at the Paso de las Hermanas,
situated in which is an extensive hacienda, occupied by
Sefior Miguel Blanco, one of the most influential citi-
zensof Coahuila. He received us with much courtesy,
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and extended towards the officers the hospitalities of
his mansion. Going through this pass, we at once
entered into the great valley of Monclova, watered by
a river of the same name and the Rio Nadadores,—
each an-affluent to the Solado. Qur course then lay
in-a southerly direction across this valley, till we
arrived at the city of Monclova itself, before which
General Wool again encamped his columnn.  Where
no resistance had been made on the part of the people,
no surrender of any city through which he had passed
had been demanded by the General ; but; as the author-
ities of this place had made a protest against his ad-
yanee upon it, he determined at orce to take formal
possession of the town, and accordingly, on the 8d of
November, entered it with all his forces, and had the
national flag displayed from the top of the Governor’s
palace, situated on the principal plaza. Here it
was determined at once 10 establish a dépdt, and to
collect all the corn and flour from the surrounding
country it would be possible to obtain. This would
obviate the necessity of depending on their being re-
ceived by the long and, in a wet season, totally im-
practicable route from Port La Vaca, or even from
Camargo; to which point a direct communication was
immediately opened, it being, for land carriages, 408
miles nearer to Monclova than the former place.
The General intended to relinquish all ‘hope of re-
ceiving supplies from the east so long as any possi-
bility existed of gathering them up in the country ; and
every exertion was accordingly made to carry such a
purpose into effect. It was ascertained that large
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guantities of wheat and corn had heen sent frorn Mon-
clova, and the neighboring town Ciénagas, to supply
the Mexican army at Monterey, and, more recently, at
Saltillo ; and, on the very day we entered the city,
10,000 pounds of flour, which was going in that direc-
tion, were seized and at once turned into our dépot.

s« General Taylor having sent orders for the Centre
Division not to proceed beyond Monclova until the end
of the armistice, or the receipt of other instructions; it
was obliged to lie there for the period of twenty-seven
days. Al this time was occupied in- perfecting the
discipline of the troops; in the collection of stores, as
before stated, and in making extensive reconnoissances

of the surrounding. country. During that time In-
spector-General Churchill came up with the rear col-
umn. By his rrival our train was also enlarged by

100 wagons more, well filled with supplies.

«On the 24th of November, — the armistice having
expired, — the whole division, with the exception-of a
command of about 250 men, which was left to guard
the dépdt at Monclova, took up its line of march for
Parras, 180 miles distant; the general course being
nearly.south-west. If you will lay before you a Span-
ish or Mexican map, you will be able to trace our
route through the following  places, viz. Castafia,
Marqués, Bajan, La Joya, Punta de Estatiosa, Punta
de Reatay Jaral, San Antonio, Teneja, Ciénaga
Grande, Galera, and Ojuelos, on- to Parras; at which
place we arrived on the 5th instant, and- are now
encamped before the lown.

« Parras is said to contain 6000 inhabitants. It is
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built in such a manner as fo render it more difficultof
capture than any fown we have yet seen in the Re-
public. The streets are exceedingly narrow and
crooked, and neaxly every one of them hason each
side a thick adobe wall, some ten oOr twelve feetin
height. A high range of mountains rises up immediate-
ly in the rear of the city,easy (0 be maintained ; while
along its entire front, and skirting each of its flanks,
are lmmense vineyards, surrounded, also, by walls
of great height and  thickness. Iis situation is at the
foot of the celebrated Bolson de Malpami, and is about
100 miles from Saltillo, 200 from Durango, 300 from
San Luis de Potosi, 150 from Monterey,and 450 from
Chihughua. It is represented as being near the centre
of the best grain-growing region in Mexico ; the busi-
ness of the place, however, is the culture of the grape,
and large quantities of wine and brandy,of a supe=
rior .quality, are annually transported on the backs
of mules to all the principal fowns throughout the
country.

«This city being the key to Chihuahua, General
Wool was anxious to reach it much earlier than he
did, and would have done so by nearly a month, had
it not been for the armistice, as has already been
shown. Once being here, he would be atliberty to go
with his whole force to that place, or send a detach-
ment to take possession of it, while the rest would be
free to codperate with the Army of Occupation, or o
move on Durango or Zacatecas, as the exigencies of
the service should most require. As it was, howevery
intelligence was received, previous to his arrival here,

APPENDIX. 175

that most of the troops, which had assembled in the
upper provinces, had fallen back upon the lower,
thereby rendering the pecessity of the whole division
marching in that direction out of -the question. ~And
pow the proximity of Santa Anna, and the great
efforts he is making to concentrate and prepare for the
field the most formidable army Mexico has ever ar-
rayed against us, imperiously demand that we remain
at or near the position we at present occupy, that we
may be ready at any moment to forma a junction with
General Taylor, and perform our part in the most
fearful game that has been played -for many a year,
and one in which we have Santa Anna for an antago-
pist ; — but ‘who yet has been able to compute the
stakes ?

s 1 have already made this letter too long ; but, be-
fore I close it, permit me to say, that, for the mainte-
nance of this column, almost every article, whether of
ammunition, subsistence, or other stores, had to be
transported from La Vaca here,—=a distance of 800
miles. The labor required to procure the necessary
wagons, teams, &c., and to organize them - Into trains,
though great in itself, was not to be considered in com-
parison with that of guarding them through a hostile

and, in a measure, unknown country, and bringing
them, without loss, over desolate plains, rapid and al-
most impassable rivers, over high sierras, and through
dangerous defiles; where it was incumbent upon every
man not only to exercise the utmost vigilanee, but-lit-
erally to put his shoulder to the wheel: Wherever
we went, the necessities of our position urgently de-
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manded that we should be encumbered with all these
things so indispensable to our existence, to the success
of our enterprise, and to what, in any situation, would
make us an effective force, in despite of the naturally
inhospitable barrenness of the country, or the efforts
of an active enemy in laying it waste before us. ~ As
yet our progress has not been retarded by the firing

of a single shot; but our officers and men have la-

bored with a zeal and fidelity, which can never be ap-
preciated but by those who have witnessed their efforts,
and observed from day to day how many have been
the obstacles they have overcome to reach this ad-
vanced position. The continued evidences of their
energy and perseverance have been sufficient, aside
from the other and more weighty considerations of
patriotism and. desire for distinction, to warrant the
belief that the flag of our far-off and beloved country
is safe when intrusted to such hands. c.»

Four days after the above letter was written, the
Centre Division left Parras for Agua Nueva.
See Appendix, B.

B.
(See page 5.)

After the Battle of Buena Vista had been fought,
several officers are said to have claimed the honor of
having chosen the ground upon which it took place.
As the selection of the ficld had been made by Gen-
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eral Wool himself, he desired to correct the mistake
which those officers were-laboring under, evidently
from ignorance of that fact. Accordingly he wrote
the following note to. Captain Carlcton; of the 1st
D_ragoons, who, as one of . his aides-de-camp, was with
him at the time the choice was made.

¢ Buena Vista, July 27, 1847.

« 31z : You may recollect, that the next evening (that
of the 22d December last) after my arrival atbArrua
Nueva from Parras, I left my cam'p to visit Genc:ais
Butler and- Worth, who were both reperted as being
confined by illness at Saltillo. I was accompanied
by Captains Lee, Hughes, Chapman, my -aide, and
yourself, acting aide-de-camp. Before we reached
}_La Encantada, it became quite dark ; and, whilst pass-
ing through the valley toward Saltillo, some of the
party, on several oecasions, had to dismount in order
to keep the road. Tt was too dark, owing to a fog, to
make a reconnoissance of the valley ® that night.

& The_. next morning, I returned to Agua Nueva, ac-
companied only by yourself. The remainder of my
staff’ did not leave Saltillo until toward night. When
I arrived at the Pass, or Narrows, where Washing-
ton’s Battery was stationed during the Battle of Buena
Vista, I halted to examine the pousiticm. Will you do
me the favor to state what passed, or was said,non that

* Viz. the Pass of Buena Vista.
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