CHAPTER 1l

1838—Appointed by President Van Buren Second Lieutenant of Topographical En-
gineers—Expedition under Nicollet—1839 Second Expedition of Nicollet North
of Missouri River—1840 in Washington.

Tue Cherokee survey was over. I remained at home only just long
enough to enjoy the pleasure of the return to it, and to rehabituate
myself to old scenes. While I was trying to devise and settle upon
some plan for the future, my unforgetful friend, Mr. Poinsett, had also
been thinking for me. IHe was now Secretary of War, and, at his request,
I was appointed by President Van Buren a second lieutenant in the
United States Topographical Corps, and ordered to Washington. Wash-
ington was greatly different then from the beautiful capital of to-day. In-
stead of many broad, well-paved, and leafy avenues, Pennsylvania Avenue
about represented the town. There were not the usual resources of public
amusement. It was a lonesome place for a young man knowing but one
person in the city, and there was no such attractive spot as the Battery
by the sea at Charleston, where a stranger could go and feel the freedom
of both eye and thought. |

Shut in to narrow limits, the mind is driven in upon itself and loses
its elasticity ; but the breast expands when, upon some hill-top, the eye
ranges over a broad expanse of country, or in face of the ocean. We do
not value enough the effect of space for the eye; it reacts on the mind,
which unconsciously expands to larger limits and freer range of thought.
So I was low in my mind and lonesome until T learned, with great relief,
that I was to go upon a distant survey into the West. But that first im-
pression of flattened lonesomeness which Washington had given me has
remained with me to this day.

About this time, a distinguished French savant had returned from a
geographical exploration of the country about the sources of the Missis-
sippi, the position of which he first established. That region and its capa-
bilities were then but little known, and the results of his journey were of
so interesting a nature that they had attracted public notice and comment.
Through Mr. Poinsett, Mr. Nicollet was invited to come to Washington,
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with the object of engaging him to make a 'completf? exan.line'xtion of the
great prairie region between the Mississippi and I\‘IISS.OUI'I Rwerls, as far
north as the British line, and to embody the whole of his labors in a map
and general report for public use. :

Mr. Nicollet had left France, intending to spend five years in geo-
graphical researches in this country. His mim':l had been. drawr} to the
early discoveries of his countrymen, some of which were being obliterated
and others obscured in the lapse of time. He anticipated great pleasure
in renewing the memory of these journeys, and in rescuing Fhem all from
the obscurity into which they had fallen. A member of the Frer{ch
Academy of Sciences, he was a distinguished man in the circles to which
Arago and other savants of equal rank belonged. Not only had he been
trained in science, but he was habitually schooled to the social observances
which make daily intercourse attractive, and become invaluable where
hardships are to be mutually borne and difficulties overcome and hazards
met. His mind was of the higher order. A musician as well as a mathe-
matician, it was harmonious and complete.

The Government now arranged with him to extend his surveys south
and west of the country which he had already explored. Upon this sur-
vey I was ordered to accompany him as his assistant.

It was a great pleasure to me to be assigned to this duty. By this time
I had gone through some world-schooling and was able to take a sober
view of the realities of life. 1had learned to appreciate fully the rare value
of the friendly aid which had opened up for me such congenial employment,
and I resolved that, if it were in me to do so, I would prove myself worthy
of it. The years of healthy exercise which I had spent in open air had
hardened my body, and the work I had been engaged in was kindred to
that which I was now to have. Field work in a strange region, in associa-
tion with a man so distinguished, was truly an unexpected good fortune,
and I went off from Washington full of agreeable anticipation.

At St. Louis I joined Mr. Nicollet. This was the last large city on the
western border, and the fitting-out place for expeditions over the unin-
habited country. The small towns along the western bank of the Missouri
made for two or three hundred miles a sort of fringe to the prairies. At
St. Louis I met for the first time General Robert E. Lee, then a captain
in the United States Engineer Corps, charged with improvements of the
Mississippi River. He was already an interesting man. His agreeable,
friendly manner to me as a younger officer when I was introduced to him,
left a more enduring impression than usually goes with casual introduc-
tions.

In St. Louis Mr. Nicollet had a pleasant circle of friends among the old
French residents. They were proud of him as a distinguished country-
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man, and were gratified with his employment by the American Govern-
ment, which in this way recognized his distinction and capacity. His in-
tention, in the prosecution of his larger work to revive the credit due to
early French discoverers, was pleasing to their national pride.

His acquaintances he made mine, and 1 had the pleasure and advan-
tage to share in the amiable intercourse and profuse hospitality which in
those days characterized the society of the place. He was a Catholic, and
his distinction, together with his refined character, made him always a wel-
come guest with his clergy. And I may say in the full sense of the word,
that I ““assisted ” often at the agreeable suppers in the refectory. The
pleasure of these grew in remembrance afterward, when hard and scanty
fare and sometimes starvation and consequent bodily weakness made
visions in the mind, and hunger made memory dwell upon them by day
and dream of them by night.

Such social evenings followed almost invariably the end of the day’s
preparations. These were soon now brought to a close with the kindly
and efficient aid of the Fur Company’s officers. Their personal experi-
ence made them know exactly what was needed on the proposed voyage,
and both stores and men were selected by them; the men out of those in
their own employ. These were principally practised voyageurs, accustomed
to the experiences and incidental privations of travel in the Indjan coun-
try.

The aid given by the house of Chouteau was, to this and succeeding
expeditions, an advantage which followed them throughout their course to
their various posts among the Indian tribes.

Our destination now was a trading post on the west bank of the Missis.
sippi, at the mouth of the St. Peter’s, now better known as the Mini-
sotah River. This was the residence of Mr. Henry Sibley, who was in
charge of the Fur Company’s interests in the Mississippi Valley. He gave
us a frontier welcome and heartily made his house our headquarters.

This was the point of departure at which the expedition began its work.

It was on the border line of civilization. On the left or eastern bank of

the river were villages and settlements of the whites, and the right was

the Indian country which we were about to visit. Fort Snelling was on

the high bluff point opposite between the Mini-sotah and the Mississippi.
Near by was a Sioux Indian village, and usually its Indians were about
the house grounds. Among these I saw the most beautiful Indian girl I
have ever met, and itis a tribute to her singular beauty that after so
many years I remember still the name of “ Ampetu-washtoy ”—¢ the
Beautiful day.”

The house had much the character of a hunting-lodge. There were
many dogs around about, and two large wolfhounds, Lion and Tiger, had
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used to rate the chronometers and make necessary observations of the
latitude and longitude of our starting-point.

At length we set out. As our journey was to be over level and un-
broken country the camp material was carried in one-horse carts, driven
by Canadian voyageurs, the men usually employed by the Fur Company
in their business through this region. M. de Montmort, a French gentle-
man attached to the legation at Washington, and Mr. Eugene Flandin, a
young gentleman belonging to a French family of New York, accompanied
the party as fri:nds of Mr. Nicollet. These were pleasant travelling com-
panions, and both looked up to Mr. Nicollet with affectionate deference
and admiration. No botanist had been allowed to Mr. Nicollet by the
Government, but he had for himself employed Mr. Charles Geyer, a bot-
anist recently from Germany, of unusual practical knowledge in his pro-
fession and of companionable disposition.

The proposed surveys of this northwestern region naturally divided
themselves into two: the present one, at this point connecting with Mr.
Nicollet's surveys of the upper Mississippi, was to extend westward to the
waters of the Missouri Valley ; the other, intended for the operations of the
succeeding year, was to include the valley of the Missouri River, and the
northwestern prairies as far as to the British line.

Our route lay up the Mini-sotah for about a hundred and fifteen miles,
to a trading-post at the lower end of the Zyaverse des Sioux , the prairie
and river valley being all beautiful and fertile country. We travelled
along the southern side of the river, passing on the way several Indian
camps, and establishing at night the course of the river by astronomical ob-
servations. The Z7averse des Sioux is a crossing-place about thirty miles
long, where the river makes a large rectangular bend, coming down from
the northwest and turning abruptly to the northeast; the streams from
the southeast, the south, and southwest flowing into a low line of depres-
sion to where they gather into a knot at the head of this bend, and into its
lowest part as into a bowl. In this great elbow of the river is the Marah-
tanka or Big Swan Lake, the summer resort of the Sissiton Sioux. Our
way over the crossing lay between the lake and the river. At the end of

the 77averse we returned to the right shore at the mouth of the Waraju
or Cottonwood River, and encamped near the principal village of the
Sissitons. Their lodges were pitched in a beautiful situation, under large
trees. It needs only the slightest incident to throw an Indian village into
a sudden excitement which is startling to a stranger. We were occupied
quietly among the Indians, Mr. Nicollet, as usual, surrounded by them,
with the aid of the interpreter getting them to lay out the form of the lake
and the course of the streams entering the river near by, and, after repeated
pronunciations, entering their names in his note-book ; Geyer, followed by
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the confirmation of the legend was pleasing to young Renville and the
Sioux who had accompanied us.

As we came into the valle

y the storm broke away in a glow of sun-
shine on the

line of red bluff which extended for abouyt three miles. The

day after our arrival the party of Indians we had been watcl
We spent three friendly days together; they were after the red pipe
stone, and we helped them, by using gunpowder, to uncover the rock,

It was in itself a lovely place, made interesting by the mysterious char-
acter given to it by Indian tradition, and because of the fact that the exis-
tence of such a rock is not known anywhere else. It is on the land of the
Sissiton Sioux, but the other Indians make to it annual pilgrimages, as it
is from this they make their images and pipes. This famous stone, where
we saw it, was in a layer about a foot and a half thick, overlaid by some
twenty-six feet of red-colored indurated sand-rock ; the color diminishing
in intensity from the base to the summit. The water in the little valley
had led the buffalo through it in their yearly migration from north to south,
and the tradition is that their trajl wore away the surface and uncovered
the stone.

There was a detached pedestal standing out a few feet away from the
bluff, and about twenty-five feet high. It was quite a feat to spring to
this from the bluff, as the top was barely a foot square and uneven, and it
required a sure foot not to go further. This was a famous place of the
country, and nearly all of us, as is the custom in famous places the world
over, carved our names in the stone. [t speaks for the enduring quality
of this rock that the names remain distinct to this day.

When the position had been established and other objects of the visit
accomplished, we took up the northern line of march for the Zac gus parle,
the trading-post and residence of the Renville family.

On our way we passed through and mapped the charming lake coun-
try of the Coteau des Prazyies.

The head of the Renville famil

1ing came in.

¥, a French Canadian, was a border
chief. Between him and the British line was an unoccupied region of

some seven hundred miles. Over all the Indian tribes which ranged these
plains he had a controlling influence ; they obeyed himself and his son,

who was a ﬁrm-looking man of decided character. Their good will was a
passport over this country.

The hospitable reception which is

the rule of the country met us here.
[ take pleasure in emphasizing and

dwelling on this, because it is apart
from the hospitality of civilized life. There is lively satisfaction on both
sides. The advent of strangers in an isolated place brings novelty and
excitement, and to the stranger arriving, there is great enjoyment in the
change from privations and watchful unrest, to the quiet safety and pro-

/ T. 37
SECOND EXPEDITION UNDER NICOLLE

Our stay here was made very

i frontier home. S
fusion of plenty in such a e et

ke fresh me
ceecable. We had abundance of 'mlll\ znfhearty welcome.
o oned with a traveller’s appetite an il skill by
S = v us a game of Lacrosse was play f-breed of unusual height,
Lo sy 1o the players was a young half-bre a rela-
PR ‘flest runner among them. He was

: : o
3 ed family authority,
i - have some recogniz : =
. lesandpsmee ¥ i 7 hi > hair and hurl him
et .the Reﬂ‘-’l‘ ' he would seize an Indian b.} his long R
o dur‘“g thehp p round to make room for himself, the o
backward to the &

matter of course. :
Some time was spent here

the Indians. :
who was incomparably the sw

isiti rari kes near by, fixing
n visiting the various la

i i he character of the
hei ition and oathering information conc?rr}mgf ihe b
ol e i lncTians This over, and the limit 0 kf P
St d our faces eastward and started back to
e turne

attained, w

e ied i I r of the Lesueur
i ’\S\tl _Tﬂti;": Nicollet was occupied in making a survey
NVhile Mr.

i ifying alities and v
River, and identifying loc S
ellers, I was sent to make an exa

erifying accounts of preceding trav-
Mankato or Blue Earth

. . . - .
J

River, which rn to Mr. Sibley’s.

iti i r retu : :
n now closed with ou turn e e g
L isodes which gave a livelier colormg: to the et
e ing expedition on which I went with Mr.
t of this campaign, was a hunting’ exped e e
S With him also went M. Faribault, a favori MR e
e ; : in
Slblle}' asions. It was a royal hunt. .He took \\;t hlmin -ground ks
L '1l'a e—men, women, and children. The hu g ez
“ i3 ] ’ i 7, Whe ame w -
i DbOg S<):>f da gs journey to the south, in Ioway, where }g b
-l 7 dei:r and some elk. It was in Noveml?er, w 1; i
; . : No ,
Fiamh, 'mabgst condition. The country was well tlmbefre e
e : i i of w S
. tt hes of prairie interspersed with clumPs -and hnhes > ing_ground e
e he morning the chief would indicate the camping e
e allv out for the hunt. The women, W-l.t .
kz direct for the spot pointed out, ordinarily some
Toward nightfall the hunters came In

the night, and the men s
equipage, would then make
orove about nine miles distant.
with their game.

= 5 - P h

sented ; along the woods l?right_ﬁres, where fi;lc V?nlsﬁ:‘l \&D;i

. o k ‘b] fore them, or stewing with corn or wild rice E 2

S e b d: . squaws busy over the cooking and.chlldren rci] mb‘

hgnglng\groir;]ﬁ;r;Zunél qNo sleep is better or more restoring than follows

out ov ;

esluch a dinner, earned by such a day. P e

On the march one day, a squaw dropp.ed be mr 1, e
little later than the others, bringing a child a few hou :




38 MEMOIRS OF MY LIFE—JOHN CHARLES FREMONT.

stance of birth he should hav

e become a mighty hunter, but long before
he reached man’s age he had |

ost birthright, he and his tribe, and I doubt
if he got even the mess of pottage for which Esau bartered his, During

the hunt we had the experience of a prairie fire, We were on a detached
excursion, Sibley, Faribault and I. After midnight we were aroused from 2
sound sleep by the crackling noise, and springing to our feet, found our-
selves surrounded, without a minute to lose, Gathering in our animals, we
set fire to the grass near our tent, transferring quickly animals and bag-
gage to the cleared ground. The fire SWept past, and in a few seconds
struck a grove of aspens near by and leaped up the trees, making a wall of
flame that sent a red glow into the sky brighter even than the waves of
fire that rolled over the prairie.  We lost nothing, only tent and belong-

ings a little blackened with the smouldering grass; but the harm was to
the woods and the game.

The work of the year and in
turned to St. Louis, to
in the succeeding year.

A partial equipment for the expedition to the n
obtained in St. Louis. Arrangements h

guz parle, during the preceding journey, for a reinforcement of men to meet
the party at an appointed time on Rivie

re a Jacques, a tributary to the Mis.
souri River. At St. Louis five men were engaged, four of them experi-
enced in prairie and mountain travel ; one of them Etienne Provost, known
as /' komme des montagnes., The other man was Louis Zindel, who had
SEEN service as a non-commi

ssioned officer of Prussian arti
skilled in making rockets and fireworks. We left St. I

1339, on board the Antelope, one of the Ameri
boats, which, taking its customary advantage o
souri from the snows of the Rocky Mountain
regular voyage to the trading-posts on the up

For nearly two months and 2 half we were struggling against the cur-
rent of the turbid river, which in that season of high waters was so swift
and strong that sometimes the boat would for moments stand quite still,
seeming to pause to gather strength, until the power of steam asserted it-
self and she would fight her way into a smooth reach.
was so embarrassed with snags that it was difficult to t]
them in face of the swift current and treacl
changing. Under these obstacles we usually
to the shore at some convenient pl
of wood for the next day.

as on the ocean. Opce above the sett
were no sounds to disturb the sti]

this quarter was now finished, and we re-
Prepare for the survey of the more western division
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can Fur Company’s steam-
f the annual rise in the Mis-
s, was about starting on its
per waters of the river.

In places the river
wead a way among
1erous channel, constantly
laid up at night, making fast
ace, where the crew could cut a supply

It was a pleasant journey, as little disturbed

lements of the lower Missouri, there
Iness but the echoes of the high-pressure
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: o and around the shores, and the inces-
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imaining P o EStathhm'g the I;?Slnilllem;sual couiesies had
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been exchanged our first visit to .thetu' \'1lla‘gie{qwas 2::1(1b3nld bealeshie
we were met by th%rty of the prlnczpal. chie n,i mE ISR
line. A noble-looking set of men showing to the eV L
shoulders and breasts being partly unc.overed.. We we :Eemony - othe}
them to the village, where we were received with gt;;?t ce e e 2
chiefs, and all their people gathere.d to meet }1115 t=ee;vteran predels
L IOdgeland i Sp?;zt IIBIghe‘ovillzstg,(’: covered some
without which no Indian welcome is com ete. 1 ‘ SRS
acres of ground, and the Iodg?s were pltchec'![\}lln re‘%}i il v
were large, of about twenty skins or.more. eh.gl fcies
well clothed, wearing finely dressed skins nearly white, n:lu gy
with beads and porcupine quills dyed many colors; an s;ttuformed =
trading-pgst con?pleted their (.lress}.l ;I‘k;e:f zz;eb;ZfinEfbe]onging e
best looking Indians of the plains, having the - T]b,' g
their unrestrained life in sunshine and open air. heir m .

I i d th development of breast and limb
had given them the uniform and smoo ; ey i Ly
which indicates power, without kn.ots of exaggerated mu : t,h; il S
copper-bronze of their skins, burnt in by many suns, 1ncr.eas}fl:. =
like effect. The buffalo and other game being near, gave them a e
food and means to obtain from the trading-posts what to them were lux

ies. . -

F Having made the customary and expected presents which Ea’;;ﬁ;cl ::le_:
covenants of good will and free passage over their country, we le

lage, escorted half-way by the chiefs.




