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adopted longitude 104° 47" 43”. Comparing the barometrical observations
made during our stay here, with those of Dr. G. Engelman at St, Louis
we find for the elevation of the fort above the E}ulf of Mexico foﬁr,-
thousand four hundred and seventy feet. The winter climate here is re-
markably mild for the latitude; but rainy weather is frequent a;1d the
pl‘a,ce _is celebrated for winds, of which the prevailingone is west. , An east
wind in summer, and a south wind in winter, are said to be always accon;—
panied with rain.

We were ready to depart ; the tents were struck, the mules geared up
and our horses saddled, and we walked up to the fort to take the stz':v?'up:
cup with our friends in an excellent home-brewed preparation. While
thus pleasantly engaged, seated in one of the little cool chambers, at the
doo_r of which a man had been stationed to prevent all intrusion fr,om the
Indians, a number of chiefs, several of them powerful, fine-looking men
forced their way into the room in spite of all opposition. ’

] . Handing me the
ollowing letter, they took their seats in silence :

S ‘ y , | “ Fort PLATTE, Juillet 1, 1842.

o EEMONGE ¢ Les chefs s'étant assemblés présentement me disent de vous avertir
de' ne point vous mettre en route, avant que le parti de jeunes gens qui est en dehors
501en?‘de retour. De plus, ils me disent qu’ils sont trés certains qu’ils feront feu a 1‘:;
premicre rencontre. Ils doivent étre de retour dans sept i huit jours. Excusez si je
vous fais ces observations, mais il me semble qu'il est de mon devoir de vous avertir (iu’
danger. Méme de plus, les chefs sont les porteurs de ce billet, qui vous défendent de
partir avant le retour des guerriers. )

“ Je suis votre obéissant serviteur,
“ JosEFPH BISSONETTE,

“Par L. B. CHARTRAIN

“ Les noms de quelques chefs—Le Cha
- ; Le Chapeau de Loutre, le Casseur de Fléck Nui
Noire, la Queue de Beeuf.” IR

W - . . L F.OR'I‘ PratTE, July 1, 1842.
' REMONT : The chiefs having assembled in council, have just told me to warn
]g::t::z:r;i));e’t 5;:; 1’;(;?1;;lxt?]ftflltﬂc};\ci)ffr?ung men which 1% now out shall have returned.

: 3 8 y are very sure they will fire upon you as soon as
.the" meet you. They are expected back in seven or eight days. Excu'se me for mak-
1ng these observations, but it seems my duty to warn ‘;‘ou of danger. Moreover, the
chwiis who prohibit your setting out before the return of the war::ors are the be';.rcrv-
of this note. e

“I am, your obedient servant,
“ JosEPH BISSONETTE,
“ By L. B. CHARTRAIN.

“ Names of some of the chi¢fs—The Otter H e B A
. at, th ker of 'S
Night the s Tail” reaker o rrows, the Black
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After reading this, 1 mentioned its purport to my companio.ns; and,
secing that all were fully possessed of its contents, one of the Indians rose
up, and, having first shaken hands with me, spoke as follows:

« You have come among us at a bad time. Some of our people have
been killed, and our young men, who are gone to the mountains, are eager
to avenge the blood of their relations, which has been shed b.y the whites.
Our }'oﬁng men are bad, and if they meet you they will bt—:h('eve that you
are carrying goods and ammunition to their enemies, and will fire upon
you. You have told us that this will make war. We know that our great
father has many soldiers and big guns, and we are anxious to have our
lives. We love the whites, and are desirous of peace. Thinking of all
these things we have determined to keep you here until our warriors re-
turn. We are glad to see you among us. Our father is rich, and we ex-
pected that you would have brought presents to us—horses and guns and
blankets. But we are glad to see you. We look upon your coming as
the light which goes before the sun for you will tell our great father that
you have seen us, and that we are naked and poor, and have nothing to
eat : and he will send us all these things.” He was followed by the others
to the same effect.

The observations of the savage appeared reasonable; but I was aware
that they had in view only the present object of detaining me, and were
unwilling I should go farther into the country. In reply, I asked them,
through the interpretation of Mr. Boudeau, to select two or three of their
number to accompany us until we should meet their people —they should
spread their robes in my tent and eat at my table, and on our return I
would give them presents in reward of their services. They declined, say-
ing that there were no young men left in the village, and that they were
too old to travel so many days on horseback, and preferred now to smoke
their pipes in the lodge, and let the warriors go on the war-path. Besides,
they had no power over the young men, and were afraid to interfere with
them. TIn my turn I addressed them : “You say that you love the whites;
why have you killed so many already this spring? You say that you love
the whites, and are full of many expressions of friendship to us; but you

are not willing to undergo the fatigue of a few days’ ride to save our lives.
We do not believe what you have said, and will not listen to you. What-
ever a chief among us tells his soldiers to do, is done. We are the soldiers
of the great chief, your father. He has told us to come here and see this
country, and all the Indians, his children. Why should we not go? - Be-
fore we came, we heard that you had killed his people, and ceased to be
his children : but we came among you peaceably, holding out our hands.
Now we find that the stories we heard are not lies, and that you are no
longer his friends and children. We have thrown away our bodies, and
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will not turn back. When you told us that your young men would kill us,
you did not know that our hearts were strong, and you did not see the
rifles which my young men carry in their hands. We are few, and you
are many, and may kill us all; but there will be much crying in your vil-
lages, for many of your young men will stay behind, and forget to return
with your warriors from the mountains. Do you think that our great chief
will let his soldiers die and forget to cover their graves? Before the
snows melt again, his warriors will sweep away your villages as the fire
does the prairie in the autumn. See! I have pulied down my w/hite
Jouses, and my people are ready; when the sunis ten paces higher we
shall be on the march. If you have anything to tell us, you will say it
soon.” I broke up the conference, as I could do nothing with these peo-
ple ; and, being resolved to proceed, nothing was to be gained by delay.
Accompanied by our hospitable friends, we returned to the camp. We
had mounted our horses, and our parting salutations had been exchanged,
when one of the chiefs (the Bull's Tail) arrived to tell me that they had
determined to send a young man with us; and if I would point out the
place of our evening camp, he should join us there. “ The young man is
poor,” said he; “he has no horse, and expects you to give him one.” |
described to him the place where I intended to encamp, and, shaking
hands, in a few minutes we were among the hills, and this last habitation
of whites shut out from our view.

The road led over an interesting plateau between the north fork of
the Platte on the right, and Laramie River on the left. At the distance of
ten miles from the fort we entered the sandy bed of a creek, a kind of de-
file, shaded by precipitous rocks, down which we wound our way for sev-
eral hundred yards to a place where, on the left bank, a very large spring
gushes with considerable noise and force out of the limestone rock. Itis
called «“ The Warm Spring,” and furnishes to the hitherto dry bed of the
creek a considerable rivulet. On the opposite side, a little below the
spring, is a lofty limestone escarpment, partially shaded by a grove of large
trees, whose green foliage, in contrast with the whiteness of the rock, ren-
ders this a picturesque locality. The rock is fossiliferous, and, so far as I
was able to determine the character of the fossils, belongs to the carbo-
niferous limestone of the Missouri River, and is probably the western limit

f that formation. Beyond this point I met with no fossils of any descrip-
tion.

I was desirous to visit the Platte near the point where it leaves the
Black Hills, and therefore followed this stream, for two or three miles, to
the mouth; where I encamped on a spot which afforded good grass and
préle (equisetum) for our animals. Our tents having been found too thin
to protect ourselves and the instruments from the rains, which in this ele-
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vated country are attended with cold and unpleasant weather, I had pro-
cured from the Indians at Laramie a tolerably large lodge, about eighteen
feet in diameter, and twenty feet in height. Sucha lodge, when properly
pitched, is, from its conical form, almost perfectly secure against the vio-
lent winds which are frequent in this region, and, with a fire in the centre,
is a dry and warm shelter in bad weather. By raising the lower part so
as to permit the breeze to pass freely, it is converted into a pleasant sum-
mer residence, with the extraordinary advantage of being entirely free from
mosquitoes, one of which T'have never seen in an Indian lodge. While
we were engaged very unskilfully in erecting this, the interpreter, Mr.
Bissonette, arrived, accompanied by the Indian and his wife. She laughed
at our awkwardness, and offered her assistance, of which we were fre-
quently afterward obliged to avail ourselves, before the men acquired suf-
ficient expertness to pitch it without difficulty. From this place we had a
fine view of the gorge where the Platte issues from the Black Hills, chang-
ing its character abruptly from 2 mountain stream into a river of the plains.
Immediately around us the valley of the stream was tolerably open; and
at the distance of a few miles, where the river had cut its way through the
hills, was the narrow cleft; on one side of which a lofty precipice of bright
red rock rose vertically above the low hills which lay between us.

Suly 22d.—In the morning, while breakfast was being prepared, I visited
this place with my favorite man, Basil Lajeunesse. Entering so far as
there was footing for the mules, we dismounted, and, tying our animals,
continued our way on foot. Like the whole country, the scenery of the
river had undergone an entire change, and was in this place the most
beautiful I had ever seen. The breadth of the stream, generally near that
of its valley, was from two to three hundred feet, with a swift current,
occasionally broken by rapids, and the water perfectly clear. On either
side rose the red precipices, vertical, and sometimes overhanging, two and
four hundred feet in height, crowned with green summits, on which were
scattered a few pines. At the foot of the rocks was the usual detritus,
(ormed of masses fallen from above. Among the pines that grew here,
and on the occasional banks, were the cherry (Cerasus virginiana), cur-
rants, and grains de beeuf (Skeplherdia argentea). Viewed in the sunshine
of a pleasant morning, the scenery was of a most striking and romantic
beauty, which arose from the picturesque disposition of the objects, and the

vivid contrast of colors. I thought with much pleasure of our approach-
ing descent in the canoe through such interesting places ; and, in the ex-
pectation of being able at that time to give to them a full examination, did
not now dwell so much as might have been desirable upon the geological
formations along the line of the river, where they are developed with great
clearness. The upper portion of the red strata consists of very compact
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clay, in which are occasionally seen embedded large pebbles. Below was
a stratum of compact red sandstone, changing a little above the river into
a very hard silicious limestone. There is a small but handsome open
prairie immediately below this place, on the left bank of the river, which
would be a good locality for a military post. Thereare some open groves
of cotton-wood on the Platte. The small stream which comes in at this
place is well timbered with pine, and good building-rock is abundant.

If it is in contemplation to keep open the communications with Oregon
Territory, a show of military force in this country is absolutely necessary ;
and a combination of advantages renders the neighborhood of Fort Lara-
mie the most suitable place, on the line of the Platte, for the establishment
of a military post. It is connected with the mouth of the Platte and the
Upper Missouri by excellent roads, which are in frequent use, and would
not in any way interfere with the range of the buffalo, on which the neigh-
boring Indians mainly depend for support. It would render any posts on
the Lower Platte unnecessary; the ordinary communication between it
and the Missouri being sufficient to control the intermediate Indians. It
would operate effectually to prevent any such coalitions as are now formed
among the Gros Ventres, Sioux, Cheyennes, and other Indians, and would
keep the Oregon road through the valley of the Sweet Water and the South
Pass of the mountains constantly open. A glance at the map which ac-
companies this chapter will show that it lies at the foot of a broken and
mountainous region, along which, by the establishment of small posts in
the neighborhood of St. Vrain’s Fort, on the South Fork of the Platte, and
Bent’s Fort, on the Arkansas, a line of communication would be formed,
by good wagon roads, with our southern military posts, which would en-
tirely command the mountain passes, hold some of the most troublesome
tribes in check, and protect and facilitate our intercourse with the neigh-
boring Spanish settlements. The valleys of the rivers on which they
would be situated are fertile ; the country, which supports immense herds
of buffalo, is admirably adapted to grazing; and herds of cattle might be
maintained by the posts, or obtained from the Spanish country, which al-
ready supplies a portion of their provisions to the trading-posts mentioned
above.

Just as we were leaving the camp this morning, our Indian came up
and stated his intention of not proceeding any farther until he had seen
the horse which I intended to give him. I felt strongly tempted to drive
him out of the camp; but his presence appeared to give confidence to my
men, and the interpreter thought it absolutely necessary. | was, there-
fore, obliged to do what he requested, and pointed out the animal, with
which he seemed satisfied, and we continued our journey. [had imagined
that Mr. Bissonette’s long residence had made him acquainted with the
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