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PREFACE.

Tre sudden splendor with which Generar Tavroz
nas burst upon the nation, has created in the public
mind an anxiety, as intense as it is universal, to be-
come acquainted, not only with the brilliant deeds
which have rendered his name so illustrious, but with
all the incidents of his life from his youth to his first
prominent appearance before the country, as com
mander-in-chief of the army, destined to operate against
Mexico. It was to satisfy this anxiety more fully, it
possible, and in a more durable form than it had yet
oeen done, that this work has been prepared. The
compiler claims for it no other merit than this over the
many sketches of this emment man’s life that have pre-
ceded it. He has labored under much embarrassment
in collecting materials for a work claiming even that
merit. So little had General Taylor sought public no-
toriety, that almost his very name was unknown to a
large portion of the American people, until the victories
of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma revived the
recollection of it. Ever his heroic defence of Fort
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Harrison, and his services in Florida, were nearly for-
gotlt::: inconveniences arising from this cause w?r‘e
increased by the rapidity with which the materiais
had necessarily to be prepared. In less th.an seven
weeks from the day the first “copy” was written and
placed in the hands of the compositor, the. last sheet
had run through the press. In addition to its pfepara-
tion, the compiler had the management (?f a daily am;
weekly paper, and the various other duties connecte
with them upon his hands. Though the reafler has a
right to hold him strictly accountable for the lmperfecf;:
tions that may be discovered, yet he has some co-n'
dence that these circumstances will induc-:e a less rigid
exaction than he would have had any right to .expect
if he had possessed ampler materials, longer ‘tlme to:
collect, and more leisure to prepare them. It is proper
1o say, however, that he has been careful fo ex;;udﬁ
everything not believed to be stn'(?tly awtxthfmtm. uu::h
of it has already been made public, principally t}froug
the newspaper press of the day. S'0m9 of this ]l;as
been acknowledged in the appropriate place. ut
with the exception of Mr. Thorpe’s excellent work,
entitled “Our Army on the Rio Grande?,” the sources
of his information are so various, that it would be as
tedious as it is unnecessary to specify them.
AUBUEN, JUNE, 1847.

CHAPTER 1.

Life of General Zachary Taylor
Taylor’s Family and Parentage. ...
His Early Character.........
A Hazardous Exploit........ . .. ..
Education and Youthful Associates. ... ... ..e. oesnonse.nns
Appointed Lieutenant in the Army . ... ,
War Declared .. .. .. 3
A Night of Horror
Defence of Fort Harnson
The Official Account. . ., .
A Conflagration ... ...,
A Deserter’s Return .,
The Enemy’s Retreat ... .... ... .........
A Dangerous Position . ...
The Garrison Relieved
WalorRewarded "UC 225,08 - Siui et R SR Gl & vensenes
Expedition against the Indians. ... ....
Anecdote of Major Taylor........ ..
His Speech at Black River. ... . travassessnanassereaae
Arrival of Reinforcements. . ... ..
Another Promotion . ...

R T T e e
R T T T R T

**%s ssre sses ases see nses snan

% sessases csse ness snassaas

aes sses ssns sess cas semn

PR mrs esen amemanas snasssas sass snsann

csse

csssans

Tees ssssasessacesuse sRas SRR EEEs "amsea

CHAPTER II.
The Florida War.... ...

Battle of Okee-cho-bee ..., . et s
Victory of Okee-cho-bee.

The Details

Meeting with an Indian Chief.................... e S e
Indian Treachery Ssserdese avae savanssaasasisnsesh
A March by Night......... ;
Alligator’s Camp .. ...
Dispositions for Battle
The Final Amrangements . .,

The Attack Begun.... .

The Killed and Wounded
Removing the Wounded ... ...
Lieutenant-Colonel Davenport .....
Gallantry of the Sixth

Missouri Volunteers ..............
Fruits of the VICtOTY . - oo s e
Death of Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson.......................
Colonel Taylor Promoted s emssseiasinees seeamaniebe
Letter from his Cam S PERE R BT
Anecdote of General Taylor s e .
Sought to be Censured ... . ,

Employment of Bloodhounds

ety ssns sans asss

*rses casecsee sssr st et vasane

“we

#9%s anss semessssanrsenn

e

*asss iees caus susE aRcte ena.

.




CONTENTS.

CHAPTER IIL

Annexation of Texas. ... ....

Private Instructions........... Seaas sesnssassarasussatacesses

Views of the Government ...........

Taylorwrepellnvaswn.._ ......... Ceesssse s ees et enasan

Texas assents to Annexation........

Eaylors et nelons e e e
ps ordered into Texas.....

A Naval Force to Co-operate.......

Yolunteers from other States.:......

What Acts considered Aggressive

How to actin case of War..........ooeveevreannerrneeannans

What Position to be Occupled .. .. ...cooieiin ceomnaenvnnaie.

Taylor ordered to the Rio Grande.... ..o oeeveesvacscasnannns

To act on the Defensive ... .... ... ... .aae. =

General Taylor’s Dispatches

At St. Joseph’s Island ..............

Health of the Army ................

At Corpus Christi .. ........iivivevnunrns ST

Character of his Troops........cvvieririieercrnininann.as

Occupation of Point Isabel .....

Advantages of that Position......

Army to be Concentrated . ...

Further Instructions Required .

Ordered to the Rio Grande........

Armed Vessels Required

General Taylor’s Policy. .

Army leaves Corpus Christi

Conciliatory Orders. ... ... ....ciieiiivecanee

Good Cendition of the Army...........
Arrives at Point Isabel . ... ...

Fire at Point Isabel

A Mexican Protest.............

Hostility of the Mexicans

Mexican Preparations for War ..

A Summons to General Taylor

General Taylor’s Reply ... ..o canioaaaann,
His Refusal to Comply....... ... ...

I'he Rio Grande Blockade

Ampudia’s Protest, ...... ...........

Gerl:eml Taylor's Pacific Intentions............
Reviewabhlis AcAts. sl S T
Responsibility Assumed. .......co0veenaann
General Amgudiﬂ’s Complaints.............

Warlike Preparations. ... ......ceucua. ST RS i P

Attempt at Corruption.........
Mexicans Cross the Rio Grande
Surprise of Captain Thornton

Mexican Rejoicing...... -..occeeevasss

CHAPTER 1V.

General Taylor leaves Fort Brown ..
Mexiean Boasting

CONTENTS. is

PioE.
AChargeofCowardice‘.................... creescasesanig.. 113
Fort Brown Bombarded. .. ............ sececssssarasaiaes 114
The Enemy’s Acconnt ofit .. ... ... ceesssssennscesnes 115
Their Opinion of American Troops
What they consider a Triumph
Mexican Valor, 118
Death of Major Brown ... .. e S |
Summons to Fort Brown . ... .. .. S P 121
Their Fire recommenced .
A HeppyOmen .... .. ... ..
Tayior?eaves Point Isabel .... ...
The Position of the Enemy.. ...
The Battle begun
Effect of our Artillery..... ... tameamascaesianen e et e
Licutenant Ridgeley’s Gallantry ......
Firmness of the Mexicans .
Death of Major Ringgold
The Killed and Wounded . .
Taylor's Official Account. . .. .. . .
Mexican Official Account e e I T

"rasarscrssessscasnctrsassns 116

TeR i ssisicae sesvsnsronsnancnnan 17

~eeessas sens anesianas X e 122

B

Fessersassssanane
Telsssssssn. rrananaa

St s s tserasenvascenrana

CHAPTER V,
Resaca de la Palma.. ., __ St s iy
General Taylor’s Line of Battle. ..,

Character of the Mexican Troops. .
Dziven from the Ravine. .. ... 2
May’s Charge ... . ... feseeaas
Lieutenant Lincoln’s Herojsm .

Btesrsssvecs st csnsrnaseien
LB O R L e AP R S
Srtsssessenses sanrsane

TEE st emes ssns suts ..

Incidents of the Battle . _ .
Fall of Colonel M‘Intosh
A Brave Mexican.,.. __, ...,
Mexican Confidence of Victory. ..
Taylor’s Official ACCOUNL. .2 va s tinannne b i
Capture of La Ve S e AR
The Enemy Retreat, ... ..
American Loss..._ ..
The Causes of our Success. ...........
Instances of Individual Gallantry. .
Good Conduct of the Officers ---- 159
Details of May’sCharge.. L e e T
An Awkward Position _, ... .. T AR [
Review of the Actions . . sRibstans
Loss of the Mexican Ay
Character of the Mexican Troops.......
Importance of Discipline
Character of the Battles
European Opinions of the Action
Anzxiecty at Fort Brown .. ... .
A Painful Dilemma ..
The News of Victory
Flight of the Defea;
Terror of the Mexicans . s
A Dreadful Scene ..,

Tescsassmana

e tres sateawss anen an

R R i

teve sevesiasang .

CRCE S Sy




x CONTENTS

A Cowardly Mexican General.u., .oooouo_ .. ... ceveess
Anecdote of General Taylor.

A Disappointmient_c..... ... ..U Al e sovennascans

CHAYTER VI

Barita Captured sisvsvve
Preparations for capturing Matamoras., . .
Negotiation for the Surrender... . .. .....
Interview with the Prefect. ... .

Our Troops cross the River ..............
Death of Lieutenant George Stevens. ...,

The American Army in Matamoras. . ., ... ... .. P
A Mercenary Official .............oouuue ono.s
Pursuit of the Flying Mexicans

Sad End of Lofty Expectations......... .
Condition of Affairs at Matamoras . ., ...
Wounded American Officers

General Taylor reinforced ... .... ... ........
Reorganization of the Mexican Government .. .
General Taylor marches for Monterey. .... .
His Arrival there

Encamps at Walnut Springs.... ...
Preparations for the Attack .........

Attack upon an advanced Battery ... .. ..
Garland’s Command enter the Town.. .. ..
Charge upon the Second Battery . ... ..

A Foothold obtained

Americans Storm the City..... ... ... ceicenrnneenone

Proposal to Evacuate e

Terms of Capitulation. . ...

Americans enter the City ... ...

Gallantry of Officers E

Commended to the Government..... ..., .....

Good Conduct of Soldiers.. ....

Death of Captain Williams.........

Further Details of the Action. . .... .

Eagerness for the Conflict. .. ...

Zrospects of a Bloody Fight. .

incidents of the Attack .........

Dangerous Enterprise . . ..

Gallantly Accomplished

BStorming a Fort ... ........ St memisiea Y

Anstances of Individual Courage. ... .

A Barbarous Deed.... ... ..., .....

«Capture of the Bishop’s Palace .........

Gallantry of General Worth

Services of the Texan Rangers. .....

Terms of Capitulation Unsatisfactory
rations of General Taylor

Officers Killed and Wounded ..........

Missioaippi VolUNteers. . ... .o oo irrersvnseenonsence comennnns

CONTENTS.

& Elagiof Pruce 2o 00— oo 0 =

Incidents of the Capitulation ..., .

Sturming of Monterey. .

General Taylor's Defence .

The Advantages of the Terms.. ... ...

Letter from General Taylor

His contemplated Movements. . ... ...... . . ...
‘Suggestions to his Government... . .. ... tereascesestiiareiaas. 4
Forces required to take Vera Cruz veue cuvuwnns vane ames
Establishes himself at Monterfy o2 moheess Sesun Ser e e
Takes Possession of Salnife
Scott ordered to Mexico ... ..... OO SRS SN SR g
Scott’s Letter to Taylor cetsceensevanaanes
His Intentions. ... e e e U el s
Withdrawal of Taylor’s Forces ooy Sl .
Taylor’sAdrjresstohisTrgeps................................
SurpriseofCulonelMay.....................................
Taylor encamps at Buena Vista ........ .. ..., creeaves

CHAPTER VIL

Battle of Buena Vista...... . ... ...
Advantages of Taylor’s Position
4 Gorgeous Scene

Humane Proposition
The Attack commenced
Lolonel Hardin’s Charge........ o
An Attempt to Outflank Taylor. .. e e aensases e ity
Vlight of the Indiana Regiment ... . ... Trasivwive ivemadssais
Great Havoc among the Eonuy =0 SE e
Attack upon our Train
A Mexican Stratagem.... ... ...

An Amusing Demand............. ... ... o

Effect of Duplicity ... ................
Victory nearly turned to Defeat. ... cvaas
A Noble Charge
An Exciting Moment. ... ..... .., .. . "
A Sudden Charge......... . .. .. " oo TR L e
Death of Clay, Hardin, and McKee.................... GAiett
Captain Bragg’s Battery. ... ... ... .
Narrow Escape of Taylor .....

A Dearly Purchased Victory

Some of the Martyrs 55
General Taylor’s Official Report.......
Santa Anna’s Humane Summons

Santa Anna’s Account ..., .

His Embarrassments _ _ .. .

A Charge of Treason -

Force under his Command . ..

The Plan of Battle. ... ...

A Mexican Deserter.......... .. ..

A Sad Disappointment..,. ... .....

cessasnmaaee

caee e s

Tsssssssa .

An Imagined Retreat.... ... LR P S PO | |




x CONTENTS.

PAGE
Misrepresentation of Taylor's FOTces.....eveesssoscassasesass « 303
8anta Anna commences the AUACK .. ... ..oesens seos sneeonee. 304
Disposition of his FOrces.........ecvveeesrranvestorervonnes
Admits his Heavy Losses.. .ccuuceenunre sarrrvassesanas
GreatGloryheacquired...... A R S e
Bravery of his Officers . seins Sesv-
Why Taylor got off so well ..
How the Americans were frightened.....
Why Santa Anna deserted his Wounded .
Difhculties of his Position... ......c...oee...
Expectations for the Future... ........ccceseaesceccsascane.
The Battle described in Poetry......cooiueevenenscssasas 314—316
T o e o S S S s L L a1

CHAPTER VIII.

The Dark Features of War. e e e e L
Taylor's Gratulations to his Army Seneseaie R ey
‘E3s Humane Disposition....... -

‘Letter af Condelence to Ml' Cla.y =

iLetter to Ex-Governor Lincoln. .

FHlis .are for the Slain.. 2 e e
An Interesting Private Leter. P S e
Reference to the Presidency........co.vieiiirviereearnananes
Reasons for leaving Agua Nueva.....

The Attack.. St

A Critical Moment.............

The Enemy Retreat

A Reasonable Hope

Their Army Routed. ... .

Sketch of Martyrs at Buena V]ﬁta

Appearance of the Enemy............

Instances of Taylor's Humanity ..

The Horrors of War

An Affecting Spectacle ..

Taylor on t%\e Battle Field. .... .

#rrival of Mexican pramhea

#3eneral Taylor's Reply, ... ... ...

His Coolness at Monterey.. .. coee caue -

‘His simple Tastes. Teacmes vetenaesisaseisene s
Anecdotes Of FTilD. .« - 7o oovs soesaeve sasesasasasesnne ....345-—343
A Gent’zman Volunteer, .

Taylor's Ability in Composltlo -

His Character_... .... . oo dnenons-

His Military Talents.

His Happy ’I‘emperamem

CONTENTS.

CHAPTER IX.

PAGE
QGeneral Taylor at Monterey, ......ocnsvssssssnsrasanseseess36l
Lawlessness of Texan Rangers. ....eeeceeseecss e 363
Expedition Against Huejutla, coveeeeererenosiesscnanicansaa 364
Troops Ordered to Vera Croz. cae.eeeaosccascssscsnsnanes 360
Number of Taylor’s Forces............ Reanees IO L
Taylor's Embarrassments. ...covvvesvnss
His Letter to General Gaines..
Letter to Mr. Marcy..........
Withdrawal from Mexico. ..
Attachment of his Soldiers. ..
Arrival in the United States. .
His Reception There
His Desire for Retirement......
His Political Sentiments
First Letter on the Presidency.........
His: National €haracter V. Lt st cesasssome sossnanasien 378
Taylor’s Political Position. .. .cvceciierarreioseaianeans -
His Letter to Ingersoll. .. .icuuiieannnaaes s s e BB
Distrusts his Abilities. ... seassa=ssssesesaans s B8l
The First Allison Letter.....
Declines making Pledges. cveiavssrnrascnsaseecssnssasnseas 383
His Views of the Veto Power.........
Acquiescence in the Will of the People

CHAPTER X.

Meeting of the Whig National Convention......... . - E et
General Taylor's Nomination.........

Vote of the States. ......

His Letter of Acceptance.....c.eivsesersrsassmsrsasacaseas 308
Crisisin the Campaign, .....ieceeresrnconssccssinnnsanaasn 893
Reply to the Charleston Letter. .....c.c...s ceskamerreaviod
Accepts the Nomination. .... e Vewaes cemes s ss ama s s s DO
The Second Allison Letter....ceuersasransssssasssssacsnass-396
HisRule of ActionTss -l io.t saliissvtssanssos asavagara oS08
Why he Accepted aJlNom:nattons sessamsiasasvessssaen e s8OS
His relation to the Whig Party. ...c.cveeecesasrsancscncse...399
General Taylor's Creed.....vueeenecncnannassssnnnnnnsssass 400




xiv CONTENTS.

FAGE
General Taylor’s Election.....cou voevinniinvner s acanee. 40
His Departure for Washington...eo.vceveraeioanasesasnses--402
His Withdrawal from the.Army......c0uvneeeenvannennes.-..408
Demonstrations of Popular Favor.......ccieeiinnannnaass.. 404

CHAPTER XL

His Insngnrationo i cviive-tiesrsenasasnioase snnannnnnendls
Inaugural Address. .. ....cocuvnevnnennsn s e am e AT
Takes the Oath of Office. .........
Removal of Office-Holders. ., ....... et

he Slavery Question...... e P G P S e S S S 412
His First Message to Congress
Its Merita. .......... S e i e B e e 415
Message on California and New MeXico. .cvvunrircennas .-418—419
His Policy as Executive, . civeeiniiciinrirecinnennns — L |

Progress of the Disease

Declared past ReCOVOry. weuuncecueneancociacannenecneennnn- :
Dying Declaration. .. eeveessessssscsasssassssssas-sinascasa 429
His Devotion to a sense of Duty....... AL D e 430—431
Death-bed Scene. ...ccovniveiiiananns A e e o ..432
Meeting of the Cabinet. ...

Universal Grief at the President’s Death................. 434—135
Fillmore’s Message

BMr. Webster’s Speech.......... cans

Fillmore’s Second Message. .. ..eeereaienicesesresscanacaens
Addresses in Congress

Mr. Baker's Speech. . ... ..o iiioil. -

Preparations made for the Funernl

Military Companies in the Procession

The Procession

Funeral Serviees.......cooo-.

Dr. Pyne’s Address...ccenenn connrann.n.

The Funeral €ar_......ccceecivceasacans

Old Whitey....eezs

Lines on his Death. ceeeeeecn cinsssaneas

Universal Attachment. . ccc.vacs e

His last Letter....... aees

or

GENERAL, ZACHARY TAYLOR

Zacias CHAPTER L

A2 Taylor Family—Colonel Richard Taylor—Birth of Zachary Tay
lor—His youth—Early indications of Character—Education—Disad«
vantages he labored under—His Bold and Adventurous Disposition—
Hazardous Exploit—Love of Military Display—Receives a Lieuten-
ant’s Commission in the Regular Army—Promoted to the rank of
Captain—His Gallant Defence of Fort Harrison—The Account of
the Engagement—Receives the Brevet of Major—Expedition against
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sively to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel and Colonel—Appointed
Indian Agent.

Zacuary TavLor is descended from an ancient and
distinguished English family, which emigrated to Amer-
ica and settled in the eastern part of the colony of
Virginia, in the year 1692, and the name has been in-
timately identified and interwoven with the civil, polit-
ical, and military history of Virginia, both as a weak
and languishing colony, and a great and powerful com-
monwealth, from that day to the present. Amongst
others with whom General Zachary Taylor is con-
nected, ei‘her by the ties of consanguinity or marriage,




