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company as a guard for the depot at St. Joseph's
Istand.

The battalion of volunteer artillery has a fine battery
of eight pieces—two twelves and six sixes, completely
equipped in every respect. The officers are zealous,
and the men seem to be quite well instructed in their
duties. In case of need, I look for some valuable ser-
vices from this battalion.

I have just received a communication from President
Jones, under date of the 23rd inst., notifying me that
he had taken preparatory steps towards organizing a
volunteer force of one thousand men to assist me if
necessary. This matter will form the subject of a
special communication to your office in a few days.

Apprehending that the erroneous impressions current
in New Orleans in regard to our situation, might induce
General Gaines to order the muster of a battalion or
brigade of infantry, I addressed a communication to
his staff’ officer by the steamship Alabama, expressing
my thanks for the reinforcement of the volunteer bat-
talion of artillery, but with the hope that no more vol-
unteers would be sent without a requisition from me.
That communication will reach New Orleans to-night
or to-morrow, in time, I trust, to stop the employment
of any more volunteers.

We have no news from the Rio Grande. Idle sto-
ries are brought in from that quarter, but with the
means of accurate information which we now possess,
I do not deem it necessary to repeat them.

1 am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A, commanding

Toe ADIUTANT GENERAL of the Army,
Washington. D. G.

OCCUPATION OF POINT ISABEL.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION,
Corpus Christi, Texas, Oct. 4 1845.

Str :—1 beg leave to suggest some considerations in
relation to the present position of our force, and the
dispositions which may become necessary for the more
effectual prosecution of the objects for which it has
been concentrated. It will be recollected that the in-
structions of June 15th, issued by Mr. Bancroft, then
Acting Secretary of War, directed me to “select and
occupy, on or near the Rio Grande, such a site as will
consist with the health of the troops, and will be best
adapted to repel invasion,” &c. Brazos Santiago is
the nearest entrance to the mouth of the Rio Grande;
and Point Tsabel, within that entrance, and twenty-one
miles from Matamoras, would have fulfilled more com-
pletely than any other position the conditions imposea
by the Secretary. But we had no artillery, no engi-
neer force or appliances, and but a moderate amoun
of infantry; and the occupation of Point Isabel, undet
these circumstances, and with at least the possibility
of resistance from the Mexicans, might have compro-
mised the safety of the command. I therefore deter-
mined to take up the next accessible position in the
rear, which is the mouth of the Nueces river. All the
information which I could obtain before leaving New
Orleans, scemed to point to Corpus Christi as the most
suitable point for concentration; and, although before
the President’s instructions of July 30th reached me,
I would have preferred a position on the left bank of
the river, yet a careful examination of the country had
already convinced me that none could be found com-
bining so many advantages as this. Every day’s ex-
perience has confirmed these impressions. Corpus
Christi is healthy, easily supplied, and well situated te
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hold in observation the course of the Rio Grande from
Matamoras to Laredo—being about one hundred and

fifty miles from several points on the river. I have

reason to believe, moreover, that a salutary moral effect
has been exercised upon the Mexicans. Their traders
are continually carrying home the news of our position
and increasing numbers, and are confessedly struck by
the spectacle of a large camp of well-appointed and
disciplined troops, accompanied by perfect security to
their persons and property, instead of the impressment
and pillage to which they are subject in their own
country. For these reasons, our position thus far has,
I think, been the best possible ; but, now that the entire
force will soon be concentrated, it may well be a ques-
tion whether the views of government will be best
carried out by our remaining at this point. It is with
great deference that I make any suggestions on topies
which may become matter of delicate negotiation ; but
*f our government, in settling the question of boundary

makes the line of the Rio Grande an ultimatum, I can

not doubt that the settlement will be greatly facilitatea
and hastened by our taking possession at once of one
or two suitable points on or quite near that river. Our
strength and state of preparation should be displayed
in a manner not 1o be mistaken. However salutary
may be the effect produced upon the border people by
our presence here, we are too far from the frontier to
impress the government of Mexico with our readiness
to vindicate, by force of arms, if necessary, our title te
the country as far as the Rio Grande. The “army of

occupation” will, in a few days, be concentrated at
this point, in condition for vigorous and efficient ser-
vice. Mexico having as yet made no positive decla.
ration of war, or committed any overt act of hostilities,

ARMY TO BE CONCENTRATED. 8t

T do not feel at liberty, under my instructions, particu-
larly those of July 8th, to make a forward movement
to the Rio Grande without authority from the War
Department.

In case a forward movement should be ordered or
authorized, 1 would recommend the occupation of
Point Isabel and Laredo, as best adapted to the pur-
poses of observing the course of the river, and cover-
ing the frontier settlements of Texas. Point Isabel is
accessible by water, and can be safely oecupied by
two brigades of infantry, with a suitable force of field
artillery. On the arrival of the steamer Harney, I
shall order a careful reconnoissance of Brazos Santiago,
as a necessary preliminary measure to the occupation
of Point Isabel. To occupy Laredo will require a
and march from this point. Supplies may probably be
yansported by water as high as San Patricio, and pos-
sbly to the junction of the Rio Frio with the Nueces.
. propose to establish a depot on the Nueces river,
probably at the crossing of the San Antonio and La-
redo road, from which to operate towards the Rio
Grande. You will perceive from my “special orders”
No. 24, that a reconnoissance has been ordered in that
direction. A brigade of infantry, with the cavalry,
and a battery or two of field artillery, will be sufficient
for the occupation of Laredo. That town is on the
left bank of the Rio Grande, and possesses the military
advantage of holding in observation the main route
from the interior of México through Monterey to Mat-
amoras.

In ezse it should be found impracticable to establish
a suitable depot on the Nueces, the entire force, after
strengthening San Antonio, might be thrown forward
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to Point Isabel, where it could be readily supplied, and
held in readiness for any further service.

I'have deemed it my duty to make the above sug--

gestions. Should they be favorably considered, and
instructions based upon them, I will thank you to send
the latter in duplicate to Lieutenant-Colonel Hunt—
one copy to be dispatched- direct, without delay; the
other to be sent via Galveston, should a steamer be
running to that port from New Orleans.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A., commanding.
“The ADJoTANT GENERAL of the Army,

Washington, D. C.

P. 8. It is proper to add, that should any auxiliary
force be required, I propose to draw it wholly from
Texas. 1do not conceive that it will become neces-
sary, under any circumstances, to call for volunteers
from the United States. Z: P

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY oF OccuPpaTioN,
Corpus Christi, Texas, Nov. 7, 1845,

Sir :—1I respectfully enclose a copy of a letter from
Commodere Connor, commanding the home squadron,
which I received by the « Saratoga,” sloop of war, on
the 5th instant. The intelligence communicated by
the commodore will, doubtless, reach the seat of gov-
ernment long before the receipt of this letter.

The communication from the Secretary of Wai,
dated October 16th, was received and acknowledged
on the Ist and 2d instant. I purposely deferred ,a de-
tailed reply to the various points embraced in that
communication, until I could receive an answer to
mine of October 4th, which covered (at least in part)
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the same ground. The intelligence from Mexico, how-
ever, tends to modify, in some degree, the views ex-
vressed in that communication. The position now
occupied by the troops may, perhaps, be the best while
negotiations are pending, or at any rate until a dispo-
<ition shall be manifested by Mexico to protract them
wreasonably. Under the supposition that such may
ve the view of the department, I shall make no move-
ment from this point, except for the purpose of ex-
amining the country, until further instructions are
received. You will perceive, from my orders, that
reconnoissances are almost constantly in the field, the
officers of engineers and topographical engineers ren-
dering valuable service on those duties. I refer you
to the reports made by those officers to the chiefs of
their own bureaux, for the information which is thus
procured in relation to the country. An examination
of the harbor of Brazos Santiago will be ordered in a
few days—as soon as a proper vessel shall become dis-
posable for that service.

In case no movement is made this scason towards
the Rio Grande, I may find it necessary to detach a
portion of the army a short distance into the interior,
where wood can be more readily procured than here.
But in no case do I deem it necessary to hut the troops.
Sheds, with platforms, on which to pitch the tents,
were extensively used in camps of position in Tiorida,
and will, I cannot doubt, form a sufficient protection
here.

On the hypothesis of an early adjustment of the
boundary, and the consequent establishment of perma
nent frontier posts, I cannot urge too strongly upon
the department the necessity of occupying those posts
before the warm weather shall set in. A large amount

—
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of sickness is, I fear, to be apprehended, with every
precaution that can be taken; but the information
which I obtain leads me to believe that a summer
movement would be attended with great expense of
health and life. As in Florida, the winter is the best
season for operations in Texas.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A, commanding
The Avsorant GeENERAL of the Army,
Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION,
Corpus Christi, Texas, Feb. 4, 1846.

Sir :—1I respectfully acknowledge the communica.
tion of the Secretary of War, dated January, 13th,
and containing the instructions of the President to

move forward with my force to the Rio Grande. I
shall lose no time in making the necessary preparations
for carrying out those instructions.

The occupation of Point Isabel or Brazos Santiago
as a depot will be indispensable. That point and a
position on or near the river opposite Matamoras will
I think answer all present purposes. At any rate, [
shall not separate my force further until the position
of affairs shall render it entirely safe to do so.

I propose to abandon this position entirely, as soon
after our march as the stores, hospital, &c., can be
transferred to St. Joseph’s Island. It will be necessary
to keep up an establishment at that point for the pres-
ent, although our supplies will come to Point Isabel
direct from New Orleans.

In reply to the call of the Secretary for information
as to what means, if any, will be required “ to enforce
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and maintain our common right to navigate” the Rio
Grande, I would respectfully state that, until I reach
the river and ascertain the condition of things in the
frontier states of Mexico, temper of the people, &c., I
cannot give any satisfactory answer to the question.
1 have every reason to believe that the people residing
on the river are well-disposed towards our government
Our advance to the Rio Grande will itself produce a
powerful effect, and it may be that the common navi-
gation of the river will not be disputed. It is very
important to us, and will be indispensable when posts
are established higher up, as must ultimately be the
case.

I shall not call for any militia force in addition to
what I already have, unless unforeseen circumstances
shall render its employment necessary.

I beg leave again to call the-attention of the depart-
ment to the necessity of having our movement and po-
sition at Brazos Santiago covered by a small armed
vessel. I deem this vitally important, and hope it will
meet with favorable consideration.

We have no news from the interior of Mexico more
recent than that derived from the New Orleans papers
of the 26th of January.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A, commanding
®he ADIUTANT GENERAL of the Army,
Washington, D. C.

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION, %
Corpus Christi, Texas, February, 26, 1846. ;
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pleted. The examinations spoken of in my report of
the 16th instant have shown the practicability of both
routes—by the main land and by Padre Island. The
reconnoissance of Padre Island extended to its southern
extremity, and included the harbor of Brazos Santiago
and Point Isabel; that of the main route reached to a
point near the Little Colorado. A depot, with four
days' forage and subsistence for the army, will be
thrown forward some forty miles, to the Santa Ger-
trudes. A detachment of two companies, to establish
and cover this depot, will march, on the 28th, under
Brevet Major Graham. In about a week thereafter,
say the 7th of March, the cavalry will march, to be
followed, at intervals of one day, by the brigades of in
fantry. By the 25th of March, at latest, I hope to be
n position on the Rio Grande.

I have taken occasion to represent to some citizens
of Matamoras, who were here with a large number of
mules for sale, and who are represented to have con-
siderable influence at home, that the United States gov-
ernment, in occupying the Rio Grande, has no motive
of hostility towards Mexico, and that the army will, in
no case, go beyond fae river, unless hostilities shoula
be commenced by the Mexicans themselves; that the
Mexicans, living on this side, will not be disturbed in
any way by the troops; that they will be protected in
all their usages; and that everything which 'he army
may need will be purchased from them at fair prices.
I also stated that, until the matter should be finally ad-
justed between the two governments, the harbor of
Brazos Santiago would be open to the free use of the
Mexicans as heretofore. The same views were im-
pressed upon the Mexican custom house officer at
Brazos Santiago, by Captain Hardee. who commanded

ARMY LEAVES CORPUS CHRISTL B7

the escort which covered the reconnoissance of Padre
Island.

We are entirely without news of interest from the
frontier, or the interior of Mexico, our latest date from
the capital being the 21st of January, and the same
{from Vera Cruz.

1 am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A, commanding.
The Apjurant GENERAL of the Army,
Washington, D. C.

HEeaDQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCGCUPATION,
Corpus Christi, Texas, March, 8, 1846,

Sir :—I respectfully report that the advance of the
army, composed of the cavalry and Major Ringgold’s
light artillery, the whole under the command of Colonel
Twiggs, took up the line of march this morning in the
direction of Matamoras, its strength being twenty-three
officers and three hundred and seventy-eight men.
The advance will be followed in succession by the
brigades of infantry, the last brigade marching on the
11th inst. The roads are in good order, the weather
fine, and the troops in excellent condition for service.

Major Munroe will embark for Brazos Santiago in
season to reach that harbor about the time the army
will be in the vicinity of Point Isabel. He takes with
him a siege train and a field battery. Captain Sanders,
of the engineers, the officers of ordnance, and the pay
department, accompany Major Munroe.

The movement by water, to Brazos Santiago, will
be covered by the revenue cutter “ Woodbury,” Captain
Foster, whose commander has kindly placed her at my
disposal for this service.
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All proper arrangements have been made by the staft
departments for. supplying the army on the route, as
well as establishing a depot for its further wants at
Point Isabel.

1 have deemed it proper to cause my “orders” No.
30, to be translated into Spanish, and circulated on the
Rio Grande. Sixty copies have already been sent in
advance of the army to Matamoras, Camargo, and
Mier. This form of giving publicity to the spirit which
actuates our movements in occupying the country, I
thought preferable to a proclamation. I trust the order
itself will meet the approval of the department. A few
copies of the translation are herewith enclosed.

I shall again communicate with general headquarters
before I march, and I expect to do so at least once ox
the route.

My headquarters will march with the rear brigade
but will soon pass to the advance of the army.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U S. A,, commanding.
The ADJUTANT GENERAL of the Army.
Washington, D. C.

[TransLATION—ORDER No. 30.]

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION,
Corpus Christi, March, 8, 1846.

The army of occupation of Texas being now about
to take a position upon the left bank of the Rio Grande,
under the orders of the Executive of the United States,
the general-in-chief desires to express the hope that the
movement will be advantageous to all concerned ; and
with the object of attainng this laudable end, he has
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ordered all under his command to observe, with the
most scrupulous respect, the rights of all the inhabitants
who may be found in peaceful prosecution of their re-
spective occupations, as well on the left as on the right
side of the Rio Grande. Under no pretext, nor in any
way, will any interference be allowed with the ecivil
rights or religious privileges of the inhabitants ; but the
utmost respect for them will be maintained.

Whatsoever may be needed for the use of the army
will be bought by the proper purveyor, and paid for at
the highest prices. The general-in-chief has the satis-
faction to say that he confides in the patriotism and
discipline of the army under his command, and that he
feels sure that his orders will be obeyed with the utmost
exactness.

Z. TAYLOR,
Brevet Brig. Gen. U. S. A, commanding

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY OF (QOCUPATION,
Camp at “ El Sauce.” 119 miles from
Corpus Christi, March 18, 1846.

Sz :—I avail myself of a chance opportunity to Cor-
pus Christi to report that I have advanced to this point
with the cavalry and 1st brigade of infantry. The
2d brigade encamps to-night about seven miles in my
rear; the 8rd brigade about nineteen. I shall concen-
trate all my force on reaching the Little Colorado,
thirteen miles in my front, so as to be prepared for any
contingency. I am happy to say that all the corps of
the army are in fine condition and spirits, equal to any
service that may be before them.

Within the last two days, our advance has met with
small armed parties of Mexicans, who seem disposed
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to avoid us. They were, doubtless, thrown out to get
information of our advance.
I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A., commanding.
Tae ApJUTANT-GENERAL of the Army.
Washington, D.C.

HEeADQUARTERS, ARMY OF OCCUPATION,
Point Isabel, March 25, 1846.

Sir :—1I respectfully report that I marched on the
morning of the 23rd inst. with the entire army from
the camp near the Colorado, in the order prescribed in
my order No 85, herewith inclosed. After a march
of fifteen miles, we reached, on the morning of the
24th, a point on the route from Matamoras to Point
Isabel, eighteen miles from the former and ten from the
latter place. I here left the infantry brigades under
Brigadier-General Worth, with instructions to proceed
in the direction of Metamoras until he came to a suit-
able position for encampment, where he would halt,
holding the route in observation, while I proceeded
with the cavalry to this point to communicate with our
transports, supposed to have arrived in the harbor,
and make the necessary arrangements for the establish-
ment and defence of a depot.

While on my way hither, our column was approached
_by a party on its right flank, bearing a white flag. It
proved to be a civil deputation from Matamoras, de-
siring an interview with me. I informed them that I
would halt at the first suitable place on the road, and
afford them the desired interview. It was, however,
found necessary, from the want of water, to continue
the route to this place. The deputation halied while
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yet some miles from Point Isabel, declining to come
further, and sent me a formal protest of the prefect of
the northern. district of Tamaulipas against our occu-
pation of the country, which I inclose herewith. At
this moment it was discovered that the buildings at
Point Isabel were in flames. 1 then informed the
bearer of the protest that I would answer it when op-
posite Matamoras, and dismissed the deputation. [
considered the conflagration before my eyes as a de-
cided evidence of hostility, and was not willing to be
trifled with any longer, particularly as I had reason to
believe that the prefect, in making this protest, was but
a tool of the military authorities at Matamoras.

The advance of the cavalry fortunately arrived here
in season to arrest the fire, which consumed but three
or four houses. The port captain, who committed the
act under the orders, it is said, of General Mejia, had
made his escape before its arrival. We found two or
three inoffensive Mexicans here, the rest having left
for Matamoras.

I was gratified to find that the water expedition had
exactly answered to our land movement—the steamers
arriving in the harbor only two or three hours before
we reached Point Isabel, with the other transports
close in their rear. The “ Porpoise” and “ Lawrence,”
brigs of war, and cutter “ Woodbury,” are lying out-
side. T have thougbt it necessary to order Captain
Porter’s company in this place to reinforce Major Mun-
roe. Qur great depot must be here, and it is very im-
portant to secure it against any enterprise of the enemy.
The engineer officers are now examining the ground
with a view to tracing lines of defence, and strength-
ening the position.

As soon as a sufficient amount of supplies can be
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thrown forward toward Matamoras, 1 shall march in
the direction of that town, and occupy a position as
near it as circumstances will permit.

I inclose a sketch prepared by my aide-de-camp,
Lieutenant Eaton, exhibiting the route of march since
leaving the Colorado, and the bearings of important
pomnts

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
“Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A, commanding.
The ApjoTaNT-GENERAL of the Army,
Washington, D. C.

[TransLaTION.

OFFICE OF THE PREFECT oF THE NORTHERN DisTRICT OF THE
DEPARTMENT oF TAMAULIPAS, Santa Rita, March 23, 1846,

Gop anp Liserry!

Sir :—Although the pending question respecting the
annexation of the department of Texas to the United
States, is subject to the decision of the supreme gov-
ernment of Mexico, the fact of the advance of the
army under your excellency’s orders, over the line oc-
cupied by you at Corpus Christi, places me under the
necessity, as the chief political authority of the north-
ern district of Tamaulipas, to-address you, as I have
now the honor to do, through the commissioners, who
will place this in your hands, and to inform you that
the people, under this prefecture, being justly alarmed
at the invasion of an army, which, without any pre-
vious declaration of war, and without announcing ex-
plicitly the object proposed by it, comes to ocecupy 1
territory which never belonged to the insurgent prov-
ince, cannot regard with indifference a proceeding se
contrary to the conduct observed towards each othe:

PROTEST CONTINUED.

by civilized nations, and the clearest principles ‘of .thB
law of nations; that, directed by honor and patriotism,
and certain that nothing has been said officially by the
cabinet of the Union to the Mexican government, res-
pecting the extension of the limits of Texas to the
left bank of the Rio Bravo, trusting in the well-known
justice of their cause, and using their natural right (?f
defence, they (the citizens of this district) protest, in
the most solemn manner, that neither now nor at any
time do they, or will they, consent to separate them-
selves from the Mexican republic, and to unite them-
selves with the United States; and that they are
resolved to carry this firm determination into effect,
~esisting so far as their strength will enable them, at all
times and places, until the army under your excel-
ency’s orders shall recede and occupy its former posi-
tions ; because so long as it remains within the territory
of Tamaulipas, the inhabitants must consider that Wlhfi.i-
soever protestations of peace may be made, hostilitics
have been openly commenced by your excellency, the
lamentable consequences of which will rest before the
world exclusively on the heads of the invaders.

I have the honor to say this to your excellency, with
the object indicated, and to assure you of my consider-
ation and esteem.

JENES CARDENAS.

Juan Jose PinEba.
To General Z. TaYLOR, &e.

[exTRACT.]

CamP ON THE LEFT BANK OF THE Ri0 GRaNDE, %
Opposite Matamoras, March 29th, 1846.

Sz :—I have the honor to report that I arrived at
this camp yesterday, with the forces under my com
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mand, no resistance having been offered to my advance
to the banks of the river, nor any act of hostility com-
mitted by the Mexicans, except the capture of two of
our dragoons, sent forward from the advanced guard.
1 deem it possible that these two men may have de-
serted to the enemy, as one of them, at least, bears a
bad character. Our approach secems to have created
much excitement in Matamoras, and a great deal of
activity has been displayed since ouar arrival, in the
preparation of batteries. The left bank is now under
reconnoissance of our engineer officers, and I shall
lose no time in strengthening our position by such de-
fensive works as may be necessary, employing for tha
purpose a portion of the heavy guns brought round by
sea.

The attitude of the Mexicans is, so far, decidedly
hostile. An interview has been held, by my direction,
with the military authorities in Matamoras, but with
no satisfactory result.

Under this state of things, [ must again and urgently
call your attention to the necessity of speedily sending
recruits to this army.

The militia of Texas are so remote from the border,
¥ * * * that we cannot depend upon their aid.

The strength gained by filling up the regiments here,
even to the present feeble establishment, would be of
very great importance.

I respectfully inclose a field report of the force now
in this camp.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
Z. TAYLOR,

Brevet Brig. Gen. U. 8. A., commandiny
The AnJUTANT GENERAL of the Army,
Washington. D. C.

MEXICAN PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. 95

While the American government was-thus prepar-
<ing to meet any emergency that might grow out of the
annexation of Texas, as“will-have-been gathered from
-this correspondenee, Mexico was not idle. She had,
through her minister at Washington, General Almonte,
warmly and decidedly protested against that measure.
His protest having been disregarded, he demanded his
passports, and left the United States, thus putting an
end to all diplomatic intercourse between the two gov-
ernments. As soon as information was received at the
capital of Mexico that Congress had admitted Texas
into the American confederacy, active preparations
were taken to resist what the Mexican government
affected to believe a virtual dismemberment of the
Mexican nation, and an encroachment upon the integ-
rity of its soil. The step seems to have been generally
regarded as a sufficient and justifiable cause of war.
Loans were immediately made, and an army ordered
to Texas, and the regular army was to be increased
forthwith to sixty thousand men. There were already
two thousand troops at Matamoras, and these were
joined, in April, 1846, by twenty-two hundred more,
amongst whom were two hundred cavalry.

On the 11th of March, 1846, General Taylor, with
whe troops that had not already preceded him, took up
his line of march from Corpus Christi, and on the 28th
of the same month arrived at the Rio Grande, where
Fort Brown now stands, a distance of one hundred
and nineteen miles from the post he had left on the
Nueces. This march, at any season of the year, over
a low marshy country, would have been attended with
great difficulty and embarrassment. But it was espe-
cially so, at the time General Taylor, with his army,
performed it. Phe soldiers-were-therefore-nearly worn.




