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158 INSTANCES OF INDIVIDUAL GALLANTRY.

Eighth infantry, which resulted in driving the encn.y
from his guns, and leaving us in possession of that part
of the field.

“ Captain Duncan and Lieutenant Ridgeley deserve
especial notice for the gallant and efficient manner in
which they manceuvred and served tnerr batteries.
The impression made by Captain Duncan’s battery
upon the extreme right of the enemy’s line, at the
affair of Palo Alto, contributed largely to the result of
the day ; while the terrible fire kept up by Lieutenant
Ridgeley, in the affair of the 9th, inflicted heavy losses
upon the enemy. The eighteen-pounder battery, which
played a conspicuous part in the action of the 8th, was
admirably served by Lieutenant Churchill, Third artil-
lery, assisted by Lieutenant Wood, topographical en-
gineers. The charge of cavalry on the enemy’
batteries on the 9th, was gallantly led by Captain May
and had complete success.

“Captain McCall, Fourth infantry, rendered distin-
guished service with the advanced corps under his
orders. Its loss, in killed and wounded, will show how
closely it was engaged. [ may take this ocecasion to
say that, in two former instances, Cantain McCall has
rendered valuable service as a partisan officer. In this
connection, [ would mention the services of Captain
Walker, of the Texan Rangers, who was in both affairs
with his company, and who has performed very meri-
torious service as a spy and partisan.

“I must beg leave to refer to the repows of subor-
dinate commanders for the names of many officers,
non-commissioned officers and privates, who were dis-
tinguished for good conduct on both days. Instances
of individual gallantry and personal conflict with the
enemy were not wanting in the affair of the 9th, but
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cannot find place in a general report. The ufficers
serving in the staffs of the different commanders, are
particularly mentioned by them.

“I derived efficient aid on both days from all the
officers of my staff. Captain Bliss, assistant adjutant-
general, Lieutenant-Colonel Payne, inspector-general,
Lieutenant Eaton, A. D. C., Captain Waggaman, com-
missary of subsistence, Lieutenant Scarret, engineer,
and Lieutenants Blake and Meade, topographical en-
gineers, promptly conveyed my orders to every part of
the field. Lieutenant-Colonel Payne was wounded in
the affair of the 9th, and I have already had occasion
to report the melancholy death of Lieutenant Blake,
by accident, in the interval between the two engage-
ments. Major Craig and Lieutenant Brereton, of the
ordnance department, were actively engaged in their
appropriate duties, and Surgeon Craig, medieal direc
-oT, superintended in person the arduous service of the
field-hospitals. I take this occasion to mention gen-
erally the devotion to duty of the medical staff of the
army, who have been untiring in their exertions both
in the field and in the hospitals, to alleviate the suffer-
ings of the wounded of both armies. Captains Cross-
man and Myres of the quartermaster’s department,
who had charge of the heavy supply-train at both en-
gagements, conducted it in a most satisfactory manner,
and finally brought it up without the smallest loss, to
its destination.

“I inclose an inventory of the Mexican property
captured on the field, and also a sketch of the field of
‘Resaca de la Palma,’ and of the route from Point
Isabel, made by my aide-de-camp, Lieutenant Eaton.
One regimental color, (battalion of Tampico,) and
many standards and guidons of cavalry were taken at
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the affair of the 9th. I would bg .pleased to r:(;:ew;
your instructions as to the disposition to be“r:x hf; o.
these trophies—whether they shall be sent to Washing
ml?l,‘lf:fé is no incident connected .wit}'l this brﬂlﬁm:
action that has created so much ad_mlratif)n th!'o:g ouh
the country, and which, in reality, dl‘Spii:;e su-:rl
daring courage, as the charge of ‘ Captain xhay rv.:l};oug
the Mexican-batteries. Thﬁugh' thfs bold and raza -
aclievement has already been mctdem.aily re er’re:t bq
it is believed the following more detailed ac.floun ,Se s);
an eye witness and actor in‘the cha,rge‘, wi rp;{sa .
interest. It is by Sergeant Milton, an officer o y's
ns : :
dr?:: Palo Alto,” says he, « I _Look my rankﬂ 111:} th:
troop as second sergeant, and while upon thﬁ te h:;h
horse was wounded in the jaw ‘by a grape-sl ot, w h
disabled him for service. ‘Nh-lke he was pun_gmigfa
agony I dismounted, and the quick eye of Captz.un 'reﬂ
ebserved me as I alighted from my horse. qu 11’1'(1u.1th.PJ
if I was hurt. I answered no—that my Eorae Iuac‘ls i
sufferer. ‘1 am glad it is not yourself, replie . a,
‘there is another,’ (pointing at the same .uhmz o
steed without a rider, which Wast s}t)'fmd’mgl '\;r;)tp x4 ;Ched
% i the strife,) ‘mount him. . .
fﬂ:,hgoizzga:; hj stood )still until I put my ha.nfi upog
the rein and patted his neck, when he rublbed hxsb}:ﬁ(’
alongside of me, as if pleased th’at some lu:;.an H:
was about to become his companion in the a r?y.th =
was a noble bay, which had, v?'nhsta Ez:lr;:er ;bec;trzd 3,
been purchased for the troop in St. : : =
i through the first day unharme
hl[::',Oa::1 dt;;e fjig day, Czvat Resaca de la_ Palma, our
troop stood anxiously waiting for the signal to ba
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given, and never had I looked upon men on whose
countenances were more clearly expressed a fixed de-
termination to win. The | ips of some were pale witk
excitement, and their eyes wore that fixed expressior
which betokens mischief ; others, with shut teeth,
would quietly laugh, and catch a tighter grip of the
*in, or seat themselves with care and firmness in the
‘e, while quiet words of confidence and encourage-
i, vere passed from each to his neighbor. All at
once . ptain May rode to the front of his troop—
every rein and sabre was tightly grasped. Raising
tumself and pointing at the battery, he shouted, ‘ Men,
Jollow I’ There was now a clattering of hoofs and a
~attling of sabre sheaths—the fire of the enemy’s guns
was partly drawn by Lieutenant Ridgeley, and the next
inoment we were sweeping like the wind up the ravine.
I was in a squad of about nine men, who were sep.
arated by a shower of grape from the battery, and we
were in advance, May leading. He turned his horse
opposite the breastwork, in front of the guns, and
with another shout <to follow,” leaped over them.
Several of the horses did follow, but mine, being new
and not well trajned, refused ; two others balked, and
their riders started down the ravine to turn the breast.
work where the rest of the troop had entered. T made
another attempt to clear the guns with my horse, turn-
ing him around—feeling all the time secure at thinking
the guns discharged—I put his head towards them and
gave him spur, but he again balked ; so turning his
tead down the ravine, 1 too started to ride round the
breastwork.
“As I came down a lancer dashed at me with lance
m rest. - With my sabre I parried his thrust, only re-
ceiving a slight flesh-wound from its point in the arm,
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- ant’s short sword, dis
which felt at the time like the prick of a pin. The ge

Patching a woundeq American
Idier, whose b

turned and fled ; at that moment a ball passed e o body e
lancer tur {

robbed—the next he came to

the left side and shattered my
ﬂ'lr}c:ug?:iemy 'l'l']l?ars ;hc?tnkilled the horse instanEly, and he
??l ttls{lm ;Ily left leg, fastening me by- his weight to .lhne
. hp There I lay, right in the midst of the act:oh,
ok e was riding riet, and every moment the
v¥1girir§m?xgx' own and the Mexicar} guns, tea.rmg) 1;2
:he ;arth around me. I tried to raise my hors: o
to extricate my leg, but I had already grown tsh 9
1 wound that I was unable, and from ::1 i
Hes mYI fell back exhausted. T'o add to my horror,
: e ho was careering about, riderless, mthm:
?evlio;:-’d;vof me, received a Woundzl:‘md he (:Egn:;;::s
i i i in. Two or 2
e Zﬁdﬁ;i?xrgmfn‘:::rbﬁl at length, with a scream
S laitin d a bound, he fell dead—his body touching
i faﬁ n steed. What I had been in momentary
T ‘:in;_ t?o::r occurred—my wounded limb, wh1c‘h w}::s
;i;ienaa :CI‘OSS the horse, received another ball in the
g=}
«'mff]f- w felt disposed to give up; and, exhausted
thro :l? pain and excitement, a fiim gathereq ovlt-zrt ircr'lny
ua’hl'ch I thought was the precursm‘.of dissolu .
Fron “th]is hopeless state I was aroused by a woun EZ
ﬁ‘g?can, calling out to me, ¢ Bueno Amer}z}c;m;;e 3, o
turning my eyes towards the spot, I saw LThe i
holding a certificate and calling to me. b
i n now rolled away from me, and hope: aga o
i The Mexican uniforms began to disappear e
“}i’- happaral, and squadrons of our troops passe )
S p};ren;iy in pursuit. While I was thus nurs }g
o ct of escape, I beheld, not far from me, a vlr =
gzo?xr:lsc?(?king ranchero, armed with an American ser-

]

Dot say that had he visiteq

ken one more shot at the enemy,

and would have died content, had I succeeded in mak

ing such an assassin bite the dust.

1 had the pleasure

the hand, who wer.

lifted my Mexican
he. as well as myself, live

guine fray of Resaca ds Iy Palma.”

The splendid victories of

{ Palma were received with

'i.\_ggery part of the Union.

Two hours after,

of shaking some of

Palo Alto and Resaca de Ia
unbounded enthusiasm iy

Fought against sych over
whelming odds as they were, they were looked upon,

ot only by military men in this country, but by com-
petent and not over partial judges in Europe, as evin-
cing the very highest order of military genius in the
¢ommander-in-chief, and great courage and diseipline
in his soldiers, odern times, were ever

No actions, in m
fought under such disadvantages of numbers and posi-
tion, as those under which General Taylor labored
in these two ehgagements, with such decisive results.
The following notice of these actions, from g gentle-
army, will give a correct

man formerly attached to the
view of the character of the victories, besides possess-
readers :

ing interest to all classes of
“General Taylor, in his peculiarly modest manner
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64 LOSS OF THE MEXICAN ARMY.

's: It is probable that six thousand menhwer:l :eps
;;:)::",Z(.i to us, and in a position selelcted’by ’;‘ ht:nSWhola,
: d with artillery. :
= Stri? f;ELY celii:;(ll’z dispatches, proves an an'xlo::
Fi t togoverrate the numbers opposed to hlmt x
g ter of his victories; and the concurrent e
t?e Charat? ;3 officers of both armies, leaves no que'stlon
i it1169th of May, the enemy had actually ;}en-
i ds of seveﬁ thousand troops, or more t an
e ?P::a:he number opposed to them ; ang :1t ili
zztglf;m;ertajns that their loss %rsatlyénzxceé :ner=11
; issi ousand.
ki‘ﬂed, “'Oun‘i:i ?;:ifomuljb;:igr;df:; buried by- our troops
l'laylor s tiaons' and Colonel Twiggs_ in a letter
s ;‘WO ‘asc says . we found in the hospitals at l\lia}ta;
e be;l)re Jhungr:ad and eighty-two wounded so 1er-
mogazetr;f;l officers, and very many x_\r'oundidb:c;coo::e
bt 1 : is, it must be
Panie'd the Te;:ei‘;‘: %8?1“;3;‘ M:;I)‘(h—nine days afu?r dthe:
R w?in officer writes that the number burni) a.n
t;;ﬁtlzr;:;[z i)etween the vth and 18th n;u:‘t.frlla:'}i iio
= riction is, that 1
eikin hu‘:dr:;i en(z?rfy’(;olltl);;cwas nearer fwo than ante
engageme'n Sld this fact is very material, as demonstrat-
?housandl,l Tacter of the Mexican troops, and p}";vn':)gt
e ows amv seldom fought better. They d; ;h
S arth(; nicht of the 8th, nor even on tleb r;
fe“'_eat e t oneier-ﬁmh of their whole army hadl1 ee 2
“?1“1 5 l*;a"i r w‘ounded', or, in other words, unti 0\; .
e l]:eilde:'ezdered Jhors du combat a number exceed-
i i force.
ing‘ Th hagcc;i ;lrso:?:ah:)}i:t the Mexicans fought hre‘nte;j{;
i 5 T:;Sjitted on all hands that.the_v were af::;lzm;_
iilicfiolined. the flower of the Mexican army—
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pesed of officers and men who had been

engaged in
battle after battle, and had

nobly earned for themselves
the title of veterans. This army, commanded, as has

been said, by one of the most gallant and accomplished

artillery officers of the age, (Arista,) selected its posi-

tion, and arranged at leisure its line of defence, com.- :
posed of three batteries of artillery, supported by

five thousand infantry and two thousand cavalry—

whose boast is, that they are the best cavalry in the

world ; and that they are brave, daring, and the best
horsemen on the continent is fully adisitted. Thus
Posted, this army is assailed by the American army
only one-fourth as strong. General Taylor reports that
its artillery, with the exception of Ringgold’s and Dun.-
can’s eight pieces of light artillery, was parked with
his immense baggage train and provisions a great dis-
tance in the rear, and was only employed in pursuing
the enemy after he had been co

mpletely routed. Thus
then, the naked fact is presented to the consideration
of the country, that our army attacked the Mexicans
‘strongly posted

In a position selected by themselves.
The forces thus posted and assailed, were composed of
veterans, disciplined troops, four times

their assailants, with a heavier train
nearly five times as many cavalry! They fought
bravely for three hours ; lost one-seventh of their whole
number ; and then were literally dispersed by the bayo.
nets of our troops—throwing their muskets at our men
in the spirit of desperation, swearing that ey were
devils incarnate !

“Such was the battle of Resaca de la Palma, and
such, too, was tha of Palo Alto on the d
it. To judge of this
European batiles,

as numerous as
of artillery, and

ay preceding
achievement and compare it with
we need only ask ourselves, on what
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occasion have eighty .Ll}ousan;i iidsc;)[;ui;im:';zi
strongly posted, in a position selec o et
been driven from that position, route - 40
i twenty thousand? When and w ere di
'zf;e:;r:g thus coynquer, rout and cor_npl.e!;-?ly ;:ff':;ses.
four times its number of brFLve and dlsﬂl? ned t cufn :
who fought in a manner w!-mtzh, m;de;';;:;nzll;); [(:1;{‘ e
ntitled them to victory r hen
Zt:: (l:)zs’ﬁ?und in modern history, we will yield ﬁob tl:z:;
the palm. But we know tha.t there are no suc ua:l o
on record ; and we desire to impress upon 0';1' c?;)or ]?a;
men, that our little army, u:nder General ?g : ;rm
achieved for itself a reputation, such as no o E} hicﬁ
has ever won in modern times, and the scene o vir
will hereafter be referred to as another Thfarmopydm. -
« Now a few words as to the causes which pr? K;e'
these two victories. We said on the f‘l2|;l';l ofateaz)}
when apprehensions were w:ryn gfiE::-all)ei%x; et fhat s 8
, we felt very certain, th: : 4
‘é‘gnz:;YTaylor had m):at and dispersed the er}lx;;:i’grc;:
of the enemy, if it was not more tkan. foui_ Lin iy
great as his ouwn! ‘We said that tlhls- OPm:[OI: 5 5
based upon a knowledge, that no dlsc1p'lm§ :OOEI
ever yet abandoned their officers; that “T hn~~.=:rw. g
old comrades well, knew }?f : whz;lt (;nate:'&z tth :31_.%(1
: —what West Point had m :
(t:;:tl[:.ﬁizdwou]d never yield or retreat. erl:: ':;ng:r i}:zt
every officer in that lit;}le arm?; ‘;Z?nzr?;?;ecase it
h; and that suc g : 520
I{igwi(:g ?IT;‘;' men were disciplinf:ad and woulc.l cevr.t::;il é'
stand by them, we felt that vietory was u;e [i'd it;
unless the opposing force was so great as to ior 1d s
possibility ; in which case ?ur.whole anlny gvc:u;ever
cut to pieces—selling their lives dearly, bu
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yielding. And such, too, would have been their con-

duct, and such the result of this affair, if the opposing

force had been English instead of Mexican.

“To this gallantry and determinaiion on the part of
our officers, we are indebted for the glorious achieve-
ments of the 8th and 9th of May; and an examination.
mto the killed and wounded, very certaiuly demon-
strates this fact. When in order of battle, the officers
are always posted with a view to their greater security,
as they are required to conduct the battle. Thus the
company officers are immediately in the rear of their
men in line of battle, and the field and staff, still further
in the rear; and it is admitted to be a sozund calcula-
tion, that when the proportion of officers to the rank
and file is as one to twenty, the proportion of killed
and wounded should be one officer to every forty of
the rank and file, owing to the greater security of their
position, intended to preserve their lives. Now lot us
apply this calculation to the battle of Resaca de la
Palma.

“In that ever memorable affair, the proportion of
officers to the rank and file, was as one to thirteen;
and therefore, according to Evuropean calculation, the
proportion of killed and wounded, should have been
one to twenty-six. Now what are the facts? The
total of killed and wounded is one hundred and twenty-
two, of whom fifteen were commissioned officers, or
one out of every eight!

“Here, in a few words, the country has the means
of determining how it was that seventeen hundred
American troops drove from their selected position,
defeated and utterly routed, four times their number-
of disciplined Mexican cavalry, artillery, and infantry?
Here is the true cause of the victories of the 8th and
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9th of May, being the most wonderful in the history
of modern warfare. Our officers fought in front ol
their men. They literally led them to the cannch’
mouth; and as the history of these battles proves, when
their swords were useless, threw them away, picked up
the muskets and accoutrements of those who had
fallen, and with these, set their men an example of
coolness and daring which made every private in the
little army feel himself a hero. When officers thus
jead their men up to the very mouths of the enemy’s
cannon ; when sword in hand, or with the bayonet,
they drive the enemy from their guns, and then them-
selves perform the work of gunners; when for hours.
as was the case in our flying artillery, the officers
helped work the guns, and in some cases did the duty
of three privates—victory is certain—inevitable.
«Such was the character of the battles of the 8th
and 9th May—such the manner in which they were
won—and such the conduct of such officers. Under
such circumstanees, our whole army might have been
destroyed ; but if not, then was victory absolutely cer-
tain. We care not how exalted the character of the
troops opposed to them, or 10 what nation they belonged.
in this, their firsi fight after years of peace and the
taunts of members of Congress, it was morally -and
physically impossible to resist them. Honor—unfading
and perpetual honor—to General Taylor, the gallant
officers who so nobly sustained him, and to the army
of heroes they led to victory on the 8th and 9th of
May, 1846 ; and most fortunate for them and for the
hat we had no undisciplined volunteers
We doubt not their cour-

country was it,
or militia in those battles.

; but no undisciplined troops could have fought
those fights. It would have been morally impossible
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for any such to have withstood the fire of the enem
on those days and do what was required of our soldier};
a.nd officers; and had there been any faltering—had a
single battalion given way, as tne:y most assured]
would—the enemy would have been encouraged ti
persevere, and our whole army might have been anni-
hflat.ed and cut to pieces. Never was the value of
disciplined men more triumphantly demonstrated than
on these glorious occasions; and since we have learned
that General Taylor compels the volunteers with him
to receive six hours’ drilling per day, and relieves them
from all other duties, to make soldiers of them, we
venture to predict that they, too, when they mee{ the
enemy, will add to the reputation of our arms. ‘Rough
aFtd R_eady’ will first make them soldiers, and then win
victories with them.”

The London Herald remarks : “The proceedings ot

the soldiers under General Taylor have been such as
0 do honor to the Republic. The little army, amount-
10.but a handful of men, at a distance of thousands of
lllll(?s from any available succor, has defended itself
against superior numbers, and at length has erossed the
.R]o.Grande, and took possession of Matamoras, almost
in sight of an opposing enemy—an exploit wh,ich Na-
poleon has pronounced to be the perfection of general-
ship.”

It. Is not easy to imagine the painful solicitude and
anxiety that prevailed at Fort Brown during the actions
of . the 8th and 9th. Although within sound of the
firing, the result of the contest was, of course, for many
hours in doubt, however strong their confidence was
that victory would, in the end, crown the American
arms. But if they were in painful doubt as to the fate
of the contest in which they knew their brothers in




ANXIETY AT FORT BROWN.

4rms were engaged, without being able to aid them in
ihe struggle, they were left in comparative quiet by
the Mexicans during the memorable two days, and
had time to repair the damages done to the fort by the
bombardment to which they had so long been subject;
and, accordingly, on the morning of the 9th, their first
act was to raise the national flag. The history of the
events during the action are resumed from “ Our Army
on the Rio Grande.” On the 8th, continues this work,
the halyards had become unrigged, at a time when
the firing from the enemy was too intense to establish
them, the staff at that time being outside of the fort.
To meet this difficulty, the regimental colors were
raised on a temporary substitute, erected on the para-
pets. An officer of the Seventh succeeded in lower-
ing the topmast of the staff, and rigging the halyards.
While engaged in this patriotic duty, the enemy opened
on him from all their batteries, with round shot and
shell, amidst which he coolly labored for fifteen or
twentv moinutes.  Finding he was not strong enough
10 elevate the topmast to its proper place, he lashed it
m its position, and gave the stars and stripes to the
breeze.

At 10 o’clock, a sergeant and ten men went out, and
set fire to ihe rancho, known by Arista’s dispatches as
the Fanques del Raminero, the buildings of which had
been successively occupied by our own and the ene-
my’s pickets. This act brought forth a heavy dis-
charge of shell, canister, and round shot, which con-
tinued at intervals for about four hours.

Major Brown, since his wound had lingered on, his
friends bestowing on him every attention that the cir-
cumstances would admit : he bore his sufferings with
the greatest fortitude, and whenever he spoke, he urged

A PAINFUL DILEMMA.

s nien to do their duty, and never surrender the fort
It was necessary that he should be placed in one of the
oomb-proofs, to protect him from the missiles of the
enemy : the weather was exceedingly warm, and the
air in the bomb-proof necessarily close; this circum-
stance perhaps, joined with the aggravated nature of
his wounds, hastened his death. He gradually sunk,
and at two o'clock peacefully breathed his last. At
the time of his death, everything around the fort was
perfectly still; the soldiers around the dying man
seemed scarcely to breathe, lest they should intrude
upon his parting spirit; nor was the silence broken,
until Ridgeley opened his batteries upon Resaca de la
Palma.

No language can describe the intense interest with
which the raging battle was listened to: each man was
at his post, and every booming gun called forth an
almost agonizing interest to learn its nationality and
effects. Meanwhile the bombardment opened simul-
taneously with the firing on the field, and continued to
increase with unprecedented severity ; but it was not
to the batteries of the Mexicans that attention was di-
rected. Our eighteen-pounders were occasionally fired,
to let General Taylor know that all was still well in
the fort. The firing on the battle-field was now grow-
ing less and less powerful, and the discharges were be
coming irregular. “They have charged on the guns!
shouted one of the officers; another, and another wa
silenced. “ They have carried them!” shouted another
in uncontrollable ecstasy. All cannonading ceased ;
volleys of musketry were next heard, then all was still.
Eow eloquently the silence spoke of the hand-to-hand
conflict, and how the blood in the hearts of these brave
men went and came, {rom excitement to be engaged
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