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been perceived, and that the enemy was throwing re-

inforcements towards the Bishop’s Palace, and the

height which commands it. To divert his attention.

as far as practicable, the First division. under Brigadier-

General Twiggs, and field division of volunteers, under

Major-General Butler,were displayed in front of the
town, until dark. Arrangements were made at the
game time to place a battery, during the night, at a
suitable distance from the enemy’s main work, the
citadel—two ‘wenty-four pounders and a ten inch
mortar, with a view to open a fire on the following day,
when General Taylor proposed to make a diversion in
favor of General Worth’s movement. The Fourth
infantry covered this battery during the night. Gen-
eral Worth had in the meantime reached and occupied,
‘or the night, a defensive position just without range
of a battery ahove the Bishop’s Palace, having made
a reconnoissance as far as the Saltillo road.

Early on the morning of the 21st, General Taylor
received a mote from General Worth, written at half-
past nine o’clock the night before, suggesting a strong
diversion against the centre and left of the town; to
favor his enterprise against the heights in rear. The
mnfantry and artillery of the First division, and the
field division of volunteers, were ordered under arms,
and took the direction of the city, leaving one company
of each regiment as a camp guard. The Second
dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel May, and Colorel
Wood’s regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, under
the immediate direction of General Henderson, were
directed to the tight to support General Worth, if

and to make an impression, if practicable,
the city. Upon approach
First ana Third regiments

necessary,
upon the upper quarter of
ing the mortar battery, the
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of infantry, and battali
: attalion of Balti
% : : itimore and Washi
" lxlloi;olundteers, with Captain Bragg’s field batte asm?f
land_—:;n er ;13 command of Lieutenant-Cofon?lr Grare
o .e;e irected towards the lower part of th-
Carry, : nl; ;);(iirs to mak’e a strong demonstration, an:!3
s Withouetl t:,nem};ys advance works, if it could
‘ 00 heavy loss. Maj
- : : av ss. ajor Mansfi
- g;::eril and Captlam Williars and Lieutenant P: -
Mij(?rz;\% ;Ca}]‘ lgnimeers, accempanied this cquniP:
nstieid being charged with its di 1
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tha; designation of points to attack i
nt i :
Ramsalfe_‘ r?eantlme, the mortar, served by Captan
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ptain Webster, First arti ¢
= ster, artillery, had o
tain;ﬂl‘ire’: Epon the citadel, which was deliberatelpe;esd
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bau;ry = nol:v ta_ken up a position in rear of this
i id, : en the discharges of artillery, mingled with
CO]OII:] Gre of !small-arms, showed that Lieutenant
. de Garlands command had become warml :
o en
fuf > th-enera! Taylor now deemed it necessaj;y to
o ithi f:s attack, and he accordingly ordered the
e .n- antry, and three regiments of General But-
direct-wmon, to march at once, by the left flank. in the
4 themtn of the afivance work at the lower ext,remit
vo}umee?wrz, leaving the First regiment of Kentuckz
s to cover the mortar and i 5
o : ar and howitzer battery.
[rz Sc(l)il;e mlstake,.two companies€df the Fourth inf;.lj;
e e 310t al‘;leceive this order, and consequently, did
e advance compani i i ’
Gat panies, until some time after-
3 ::;e}l‘ltenant-COIonel Garland’s command ﬁad a
fdvac ed the town in a direction to the right of tl:
ance work, at the north-eastern angle of the citv
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.

and the engineer officer, covered by skirmishers, had
succeeded in entering the suburbs and gaining cover.
The remainder of this command now advanced and
entered the town under a heavy fire of artillery from
the citadel and the works on the left, and of musketry
from the houses and small works in front. A move-
ment to the right was attempted, with a view to gain
the rear of this advance work and to carry it, but the
troops were so much exposed to a fire which they
could not effectually return, and had sustained such
severe loss, particularly in officers, that it was deemed
best by General Taylor to withdraw them to a more
secure position. Captain Backus, of the First infantry
however, with a portion of his own and other com-
panies, had gained the roof of a tannery, which looked
directly into the gorge of the enemy’s advance battery,
and from which he poured a most destructive fire into
that work, and upon the strong building in its rear.
This fire happily coincided, in point of time, with the
advance of a portion of the volunteer division upon
the same battery, and contributed largely to the fall of
that strong and important work.

The three regiments of the volunteer division, under
the immediate command of Major-General Butler, had
in the meantime advanced in the direction of this
work. The leading brigade, under Brigadier-General
Quitman, continued its advance upon that work, pre-
ceded by three companies of the Fourth infantry,
while General Butler, with the First Ohio regiment of
volunteers entered the town to the right. The com-
panies of the Fourth infantry had advanced within
short range of the work, when they were received by
a fire that almost in one moment struck down one-third
of the officers and men, and rendered it necessary to
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retire and effect a conjunction with the two other com
panies then advancing. General Quitman’s brigade,
though suffering most severely, particularly in the Ten-
nessee regiment, continued its advance, and finally car-
-ted the work in handsome style, as well as the strong
building in its rear. - Five pieces of artillery, a consid-
erable supply of ammunition, and thirty prisoners, in.
cluding three officers, fell into our hands.

Major-General Butler, with the First Ohio regiment,
after entering the edge of the town, discovered that
nothing was to be accomplished in his front, and at
this point, yielding to the suggestions of several officers,
General Taylor ordered a retrograde movement ; but
learning almost immediately from one of his staff that
the advance battery had been taken, the order was
countermanded, and he determined to hold the battery
and defences already gained. General Butler, with
the First Ohio regiment, then entered the town at a
point further to the left, and marched in the direction
of the second battery. While making an examination
with a view to ascertain the possibility of carrying tais
second work by storm, General Butler was severely
wounded, and soon after compelled to quit the field.
As the strength of the battery, and the heavy musketry
fire flanking the approach, rendered it impossitle to
carry it without great loss, the First Ohio regiment
was withdrawn from the town.

Fragments of the various regiments engaged were
now under cover of the captured battery, and some
buildings in its front, and on the right. The field bat-
tery of Captains Bragg and Ridgeley was also par-
tially covered by the battery. An incessant fire was
kept upon this position from the second battery, and
ether works on its right, and from the citadel on all our
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approaches. General Twiggs joined General Taylor
at this point, and was instrumental in causing the ar-
tillery captured from the enemy to be placed in bat-
tery, and served by Captain Ridgeley, against the
Mexicans, until the arrival of Captain Webster’s how-
itzer battery, which took its place. In the meantime,
the commanding general directed such men as could be
collected of the First, Third and Fourth regiments and
Baltimore battalion, to enter the town, penetrating to
the right, and carry the second battery if possible
This command, under Lieutenant-Colonel Garland,
advanced beyond the bridge « Purisima,” when, find-
ing it impracticable to gain the rear of the second
battery, a portion of it sustained themselves for some
time in that advanced position; but as no permanent
mpression could be made at that point, and the main
object of the general operation had been effected, the
command, including a section of Captain Ridgeley’s
battery, which had joined it, was withdrawn to the
first battery. During the absence of this column, a
demonstration of cavalry was reported in the direction
of the citadel. Captain Bragg, who was at hand, im-
mediately galloped with his battery to a suitable posi-
tion, from which a few discharges effectually dispersed
the enemy. Captain Miller, First infantry, was dis-
patched with a mixed command to support the battery
on this service. The enemy’s lancers had previously
charged upon the Ohio and a part of the Mississipp:
regiments, near some fields at a distance from the edge
of the town, and had been repulsed with considerable
loss. A demonstration of cavalry on the opposite side
of the river was also dispersed in the course of the af.
ternoon by Captain Ridgeley’s battery, and the squad-
rons returned to the city. At the approach of evenmng,

SEVERE AMERICAN LOS=

all the troops that had been engaged were ordered back
to the camp, except Captain Ridgeley’s battery and the
regular infantry of the First division, who were de-
tained as a guard for the works during the night, under
command of Lieutenant-Colcnel Garland. One bat-
za%wn of the First Kentucky regiment was ordered to
reinforce this command. Intrer;ching tools were pro-
cured, and additional strength was given to the works
and protection to the men, by working parties during’
the .mght, under the direction of Lieutenant Scarritt,
engineers.
The main object proposed in the morning had been

effected. A powerful diversion had been made to
favor the operations of the Second Division, one of
the enemy’s advance works had been carried, and we
now had a strong foot-hold in the town. But this had
20t peen accomplished without a very heavy loss, em-
pracing some of our most gallant and accomplished
of!icers. Captain Williams, topographical engineers ;
L.xeutenants Terrett and Dilworth, First inf'antry,
Lietenant Woods, Second infantry ; Captains Morris:
and Field, Brevet-Major Barbour, Lieutenants Irwin
and Hazlitt, Third infantry ; Lieutenant Hoskins
Fourth infantry ; Lieutenant-Colonel Watson Balti-’
more battalion; Captain Allen and Lieutenar,lt Put-
nam, Tennessee regiment, and Lieutenant Hett, Ohio
regiment, were killed, or have since died of wounds '
received in this engagement, while the number and
rank of the officers wounded gives additional proof
of the obstinacy of the contest, and the good conduct
faf our troops. The number of killed and wounded
incident to the operations in the lower part of the <ity,
on the 21Ist, is three hundred and ninety-four

Early in the morning of the 21st, the advance o tha
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Second division had encountered the enemy in force
and after a brief but sharp conflict, repulsed him with
heavyloss. General Worth then succeeded in gaining
a position on the Saltillo road, thus cutting the enemy’s
line of communication. From this position the two
heights south of the Saltillo road were carried in suc-
cession, and the guns taken in one of them turned on
the Bishop’s Palace. These important successes were
fortunately obtained with comparatively small loss;
Captain McKavett, Eighth infantry, being the only
officer killed.

The 22nd day of September passed without any act-
ive operations in the lower part of the city. The cit-
adel and other works continued to fire at parties ex-
posed to their range, and at the work now occupied by
our troops. The guard left in it the preceding night,
except Captain Ridgeley’s company, was relieved at
mid-day by General Quitman’s brigade. Captain
Bragg’s battery was thrown under cover in front of
the town, to repel any demonstration of cavalry in
that quarter. At dawn of day the height above the
Bishop’s Palace was carried, and soon after meridian
the Palace itself was taken, and its guns turned upon
the fugitive garrison. The object for which the Sec-
ond division was detached had thus been completely
accomplished, and all felt confident that with a strong
force occupying the road and heights in his rear, and a
good position below the city in the possession of the
Americans, the enemy could not possibly maintain the
town.

During the night of the 22d the enemy evacuated
nearly all his defences in the lower part of the city.
This was reported to General Taylor early in the morn-
1y’ of the 23d. by General Quitman, who had already

AMERICANS STORM THE CITY. 205

meaitated an assault upon those works. He immedi-
ately sent instructions to that officer, leaving it to his
discretion to enter the city, covering his men by the
houses and walls, and advance carefully so far as he
might deem it prudent.

After ordering the remainder of the troops as a ie-
serve, under the orders of Brigadier-General Twiggs,
General Taylor repaired to the abandoned works, and
discovered that a portion of General Quitman’s brigade
had entered the town, and were successfully forcing
their way towards the principal plaza. He then or-
dered up the Second regiment of Texas mounted volun-
teers, who entered the city dismounted, and, under the
immediate orders of General Henderson, co-operated
with General Quitman’s brigade. Captain Bragg’s

attery was also ordered up, supported by the Third
mfantry, and after firing for some time at the Cathedral,
a portion of it was likewise thrown into the city. The
American troops advanced from house to house, and
from square to square, until they reached a street but
one square in rear of the principal plaza, in and near
which the enemy’s force was mainly concentrated.
This advance was conducted vigorously, but with due
caution, and although destructive to the enemy, was
attended with but small loss on our part. Captain
Ridgeley, in the meantime, had served a captured
piece in the first battery taken by the enemy, against
the city, until the advance of our men rendered it im-
prudent to fire in the direction of the Cathedral. Gen-
eral Taylor was satisfied that his troops could operate
successfully in the city, and that the enemy had retired
from the lower portion of it to make a stand behind
his barricades. As General Quitman’s brigade had
been on duty the previous night, General Taylor deter-
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mined to withdraw the troops to the evacuated works
and concert with General Worth a combined attack
upon the town. The troops accordingly fell back de-
liberately, in good order, and resumed their original
positions, General Quitman’s brigade being relieved
after nightfall by that of General Hamer. On his re-
turn to camp, he met an officer with the intelligence
that General Worth, induced by the firing in the lower
part of the city, was about making an attack at the
upper extremity, which had also been evacuated by the
enemy to a considerable distance. He received a note
from General Worth, written at eleven o’clock p. m.,
informing him that he had advanced to within a short
distance of the principal plaza, and that the mortar
which had been sent to his division in the morning was
doing good execution within effective range of the
enemy’s position. Desiring to make no further attempt
upon the city without complete concert as to the lines
and mode of approach, Gereral Taylor instructed that
officer to suspend his advance, until he could have an
interview with him on the following morning at his
head-quarters.

Early in the morning of the 24th he received, through
Colonel Moreno, a communication from General Am-
pudia proposing to evacuate the town. He arranged
with Colonel Moreno a cessation of fire until twelve
o’clock, at which hour he would receive the answer of
the Mexican general at General Worth’s head-quar-
ters, to which he soon repaired. In the meantime,
General Ampudia had signified to General Worth his
desire for a personal interview with Taylor, to which
he acceded, and which finally resulted in a surrender
of the city upon the following conditions:

Terms of Capitulation of the city of Monterey, the
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©apital of Nuevo Leon, agreed upon by the undersigned
commissioners, to wit : General Worth, of the United
‘States army. General Henderson, of the Texas volun-
teers, and Colonel Davis, of the Mississippi riflemen,
on t}‘ne part of Major General Taylor, commanding-in-
chief the United States forces, and General Requena,
and General Ortega, of the army of Mexico, and Senor
Manuel M. Llano, governor of Nueve Leon, on the part
?f Senor General Don Pedro Ampudia, commanding-
in-chief the army of the north of Mexico.

ART. 1. As the legitimate result of the operations
uefm:e this place, and the present position of the con-
tfandmg armies, it is agreed that the city, the fortifica-
t}ons, cannon, the munitions of war, and all other pub-
lic property, with the undermentioned exceptions, be
surrendered to the commanding general of tne United
States forces now at Monterey.

Arr. 2. That the Mexican forces be allowed to retain
the following arms, to wit: the commissioned officer.
their side-arms, the infantry their arms and accoutre.
ments, the cavalry their arms and accouirements, the
artillery one field battery, not to exceed six picces, with
iwenty-one rounds of ammunition. ;

ArT. 3. That the Mexican armed forces retire wifivn
seven days from this date, beyond the line formed by
the pass of the Rinconada, the city of Linares and San
Fernando de Presas.

Azr. 4. That the citadel at Monterey be evacuated
by the Mexican, and occupied by the American forces,
to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Aer. 5. To avoid collisions, and for mutual conven.
ience, that the troops of the United States will not oe-
cupy the city until the Mexican forces have withdrawn,
except for hospital and storage purposes.
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Azr. 6. That the forces of the United States wil
not advance beyond the line specified in the 2d [8d}]
article before the expiration of eight weeks, or until the
orders or instructions of the respective governments
can be received. '

Art. 7. That the public property to be delivered
shall be turned over and received by officers appointed
by the commanding generals of the two armies.

Axr. 8. That all doubts as to the meaning of any of
the precedirg articles shall be solved by an equitable
construction, and on principles of liberality to the re-
tiring army.

Axt. 9. That the Mexican flag, when struck at the
citadel, may be saluted by its own battery.

Done at Monterey, September 24, 1846.

Upon occupying the city, it was discovered to be of
great strength in itself, and to have its approaches care-
fully and strongly fortified. The town and works were
armed with forty pieces of cannon, well supplied with
ammunition, and manned with a force of at least seven
thousand troops of the line, and from two to three thou-
sand irregulars. The force under General Taylor’s
orders before Monterey, as exhibited by the returns ac-
companying his official report, was four hundred and
twenty-five officers, and six thousand two hundred and

twenty men. His artillery consisted of one ten inch
mortar, two twenty-four pounder howitzers, and four
light field battenss of four guns each—the mortar being
the only piece suitable to the operations of asiege. His
loss is twelve officers and one hundred and eight men
killed ; thirty-one officers and three hundred and thirty-
seven men wounded. That of the enemy is not known,
but is believed considerably to exceed our own.

In his detailed account of the capture, he warmly
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commended to the government the good conduet of the
troops, both regulars and volunteers, which he declared
had. been conspicuous throughout all his operations
against the city, and he bore testimony to their coolness
and constaney in battle, and the cheerfulness with
which they submitted to exposure and privation. To
the general officers commanding divisions—Major-Gen-
eral's Butler and Henderson, and Brigadier-Generals
T@ggs and Worth—he expressed himself under many
f)bhgations for the efficient aid which they rendered him
in their respective commands. He expressed himself
unfortunate in being deprived, early on the 21st, of the
v_aluab]e services of Major-General Butler, who was
disabled by a wound received in the attack on the city.
Major-General Henderson, commanding the Texan
volu‘nteers, rendered important aid in the organization
of _h1s command, and its subsequent operations. Brig-
ax_iler-(%eneral Twiggs rendered important services with
I_us division, and, as the second in command, after Ma-
jor-General Butler was disabled.  Brigadier-General
W?ran was intrusted with an important detachment.
which rendered his operations independent of General
jI‘aylor’s. These operations were conducted with abil-
ity, and crowned with complete success. Brigadier-
Generals Hamer and Quitman, commanding brigades in
General Butler’s division: Lieutenant-Colonels Garland
and Wilson, commanding brigades in General Twiggs’
division ; Colonels Mitchell, Campbell, Davis and Wood

commanding the Ohio, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Sec:
ond Texas regiments, respectively ; and Majors Lear,

Allen, and Abercrombie, commanding the Third, I ourti;
and First regiments of infantry; all of whom served

under his immediate direction, and conducted their com-
mands with so much coolnass and gallantry against the
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enemny as 1o entitle themselves to his most favorablk
notice.

Colonel Mitchell, Lieutenant-Colonel McClung, Mis-
sissippi regiment, Major Lear, Third infantry, and Ma-
jor Alexander, Tennessee regiment, were all severely
wounded, as were Captain Lamotte, First infantry,
Lieutenant Graham, Fourth infantry, Adjutant Arm-
strong, Ohio regiment, Lieutenants Scudder and Allen,
Tennessee regiment, and Lieutenant Howard, Mis-
sissippi regiment, while leading their men against
the enemy’s position on the 21st and 238rd. After the
fall of Colonel Mitchell, the command of the First Ohio
regiment devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Weller
that of the Third infantry, after the fall of Major Leax
devolved in succession upon Captain Brainbridge ana
Captain Henry, the former being also wounded. The
following named officers were favorably noticed by their
tespective commanders: Lieutenant-Colonel Anderson
and Adjutant Heiman, Tennessee regiment; Lieuten-
ant-Colonel McClung, Captains Cooper and Downing
Lieutenants Batterson, Calhoun, Moore, Russel, and
Cook, Mississippi regiment ; also Sergeant-Major Hear-
lan, Mississippi regiment ; and Major Price and Captain
J. R. Smith, unattached, but serving withit. General
Taylor also called attention to the good conduct of Cap-
tain Johnson, Ohio regiment, and Lieutenant Hooker,
Tlirst artillery, serving on the staft ¢ General Hamer,
and of Lieutenant Nichols, Second artillery, on that of
General Quitman. Captains Bragg and Ridgeley servea
with their batteries during the operations under the
general’s ownp ahservation, and in part under his imme-
diate orders, and exhibited distinguished skill and gal-
lantry. Captain Webster, First artillery, assisted by
Lieutenants Donaldson and Bowen, rendered good ser-
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vioe with the howitzer battery, which was much ex.
posed to the enemy’s fire on the 21st.

From the nature of the operations, the Second dra-
goons were not brought into action, but were usefully
employed, under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel
May, as escorts, and in keeping open our communica-
tions. The First Kentucky regiment .was also pre-
vented from participating in the action of the 21st, but
rendered highly important services, under Colonel
Ormsby, in covering the mortar battery, and holding
in check the enemy’s cavalry during the day.

Besides these officers, whose conduct fell under his
own immediate observation, he particularly referred to
the reports of division commanders, for a notice of other
officers, and warmly approved their recommendations.

To the officers of his personal staff and of the engi
neers, topographical engineers, and ordnance, associated
with him, he expressed himself under many obligations
for the valnable and efficient assistance he derived from
them during the operations. Colonel Whiting, assistant
quartermaster-general, Colonels Croghan and Belknap,
inspectors-general, Major Bliss, assistant adjutant-gen.
eral, Captain Sibley, assistant quartermaster, Captain
Waggaman, commissary of subsistence, Captain Eaton
and Lieutenant Garnett, aides-de-camp, and Maj. s
Kirby and Van Buren, pay department, were also fa-
vorably noticed for their promptness in communicating
his orders and instructions. He also expressed his par-
ticular obligations to Brevet-Major Mansfield and Lieu-
tenant Scarritt, corps of engineers. They both ren-
dered most important services in reconnoitring the
enemy'’s positions, conducting troops in attack, and
strengthening the works captured from the enemy.
Major Mansfield, though wounded on the 21st, remained
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on duty during that and the following day, until con-
fined by his wound to camp. Captain Williams, topo-
graphical engineers, was, to the great regret of Genel:a.i
Taylor and loss of the service, mortally wau?ded while
feariessly exposing himself in the attack of tl?e 21st.
Lieutenant Pope, of the same corps, was active and
zealous throughout the operations. Major Munroe,
chief of the artillery, Major Craig, and Captain }"{am.
sey, of the ordnance, were assiduous in the Periorm.
ance of their proper duties. The former superintendea
the mortar service on the 22nd, as particularly men-
tioned in the report of General Worth. '

Surgeon Craig, medical director, was actively em-
ployed in the important duties of his de:pefrtmliant, ana
the medical staff generally were unremitting in their
duties with the regular regiments, being renc'lere'd un-
commonly zrduous by the small number serving in the
field.

Little need be added to this authentic account of the
brilliant operations of our army against this strongly
fortified and powerfully defended city, and of the glo-
rious termination of the long and bloody struggle
against it. The details of the capture are almost lit-
erally the language of General Taylor himself, and may,
therefore, be relied upon as official. That it is e]oquer?t
£ m the very simplicity and modesty with which it
describes one of the most brilliant achievements of
modern times, need not be told the reader. But yet,
as all may well imagine, there must necessarily ha.v:‘.
been numerous incidents and personal adventures of
deeply exciting interest, that could not be rel_atecl in an
official dispatch. Many of these are supplied by the
following memorandum of events during the progress
of the siege and storming of the city, by a correspon-
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dent of the New Orleans papers. This supplies what
ever of interest has been omitted, and gives a perfect
history of the transactions of the American army be-
fore Monterey, and of the capture of the strongest city
in Mexico, with the exception of Vera Cruz.
September 19, 1846. This has been a day of excite-
ment and interest to our isolated little army. The gen-
eral left the camp at San Francisco this morning at
sunrise, and by eight o’clock the whole column was in
motion, the Texas Rangers, and Colonel May with a
squadron of dragoons, in advance. The men started
off briskly, and the road was fine. After two hours’
march, a bridge was found broken up by the Mexicans.
A cornfield near at hand afforded materials for filling
up the place, and the army proceeded over the first
corn-stalk bridge I ever heard of. When within about
four or five miles of the city, we heard a brisk cannon.-
ading. Some of the men had just previous to this be-
gun to lag, some suffered from blistered feet, and others
from the intensity of the heat, but no sooner did the
sound of cannon reach their ears, than they straight
ened themselves up and pressed forward with an eager-
ness which showed that their sufferings were all forgot-
ten. Captain Scott, (the veritable,) or rather now
Major Scott, who commands the Fifth infantry, marched
immediately before us, and the moment the brave old
soldier heard the enemy’s cannon, he drove his spurs
into his horse and pranced about his regiment as if he
would give a liberal portion of his life to be at Monterey.
Captain Miles, commander of the Seventh infantry,
by whose side I was riding at the moment, likewise
rose in his stirrups, with his keen black eyes sparkling,
and his nostrils slightly dilated, and gave orders to his
regiment to close up; but his orders were useless, for




