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To the communication of the Hon. John Morehead,
President of the National Convention, officially inform-
ing him of his nomination for the office of President
General Taylor returned the following reply. It wili
be seen, that after expressing his gratitude for the honor
conferred upon him by the Convention, he declared hi.
willingness cordially to accept the nomination tenderec
him by the Whig party, as their candidate in the coming
contest, though he modestly expressed his distrust of
his ability properly to discharge the duties of the offict
for which he had been nominated. But should he b
elected, he pledged himself to use his best efforts 1
perform the duties of the high trust conferred upc
him, in a manner that should meet the expectations ¢
the people, and so as to preserve undiminished AT
prosperity and reputation of the country. Thore we a
undoubtedly those who preferred ihat he sruuld have
laid down in it a platform of Whiz principrs. But to
a large majority of the Whig party it was received
with cordial approval,

Barox Rouce, July 15¢h.
Hox. Joax M. MorrnaEaD, Greenskorough, N. C.

Stz :—1I had the hounor to receive your communica-
tion of June 10th, announcing that the Whig Conven-
tion which assembled at Philadelphia on the 7th-of that
month, of which you were the presiding officer, has
nominated me for the office of President of the United
States.

Looking to the composition of the Convention, and
its numbers and patriotic constituents, I feel duly grate-
tul for the honor bestowed on me, and for the distin-
guished confidence implied in my nomination to the
highest office in the gift of the American people
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I cordially accept that nomination, but with the sin-
cere distrust of my fitness to fulfil the duties of an office
which demands for its exercise the most exalted abili-

dties and patriotism, and which has been rendered
illustrious by the greatest names in our history.

But should the selection of the Whig Convention be
confirmed by the people, I shall endeavor to discharge
the new duties then devolving upon me, so as to meet
the expectations of my fellow-citizens, and preserve un-
diminished the prosperity and reputation of our com-
mon country.

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect,
your obedient servant, Z. TAYLOR.

The triumphant nomination of General Taylor, how-
ever, did not wholly quiet the murmurs of all the
friends of other candidates. There were those who
still entertained doubts in regard to the soundness of
nis political opinions, and who feared that with a
change of men, the Whig party would fail to secure a
change of measures. The opposition of this class was
strengthened by his continued determination to accept
the nomination of all parties, though he never failed to
accompany such acceptances with a positive refusal to
make them any pledges, or hold out to them the
slightest encouragement that he would in any measure
favor their views. None of these letters of accept-
ance, however, was so warmly discussed, or added so
much to the latent opposition that already existed, and
to which reference has frequently been made, as one in
reply to the Resolutions of a meeting of the Democratic
citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, nominating him
for the Presidency. The first version of this letter
which reached the North, represented that he had ac-
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cepted the nomination of a Whig meeting which had
rejected the name of Mr. Fillmore as the Whig candi-
date for Vice President. As was not unnatural, this
produced a feverish state of excitement amongst thd
Whigs, especially of New York, and before the letter
itself had arrived, a meeting was called at Albany, to
consult upon the emergency which it seemed to have
created. This was undoubtedly a crisis to the Whig
party, and wise politicians foresaw that it had become
necessary to take some measures for clearing the polit-
ical atmosphere of the elements of disaffection that had
so long existed, or abandon the hope of success. It
was for this purpose that the Albany meeting was
called, and though, at the time, strong fears were enter-
tained that it would lead to a disruption of the Whig
party, yet by the discretion and wisdom of those at
whose suggestion it had been called, the very alarm
which it created was made the means of accomplish-
ing an object that before seemed hopeless; and the
meeting, instead of repudiating General Taylor, was
turned to his advantage. From that day, the idea of
nominating another Whig candidate was abandoned.
His letter to the Charleston meeting was made to have
so important an influence upon the result of the cam-
paign, that it is inserted.

Barox Rouag, La, Aug. 9, 1848.

Siz :—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your communication of the 26th ultimo, officially an-
nouncing to me my nomination for the Presidency by
a large meeting of the Democratic citizens of Charles-
ton, 8. C,, held at that city on the 26th ult., and over
which you were the presiding officer.

This deliberate expression of the friendly feelinga

ACCEPTS THE NOMINATION. 395

existing toward me among a large and respectabls
portion of the citizens of your distinguished State,
has been received by me with emotions of profound
sgratitude ; and though it be but a poor return for such
a high and unmerited honor, I beg them to accept my
heartfelt thanks.

Concluding that this nomination, like all others
which I have had the honor of receiving from assem-
blages of my fellow-citizens in various parts of the
Union, has been generously offered, without pledges
or conditions, it is thankfully accepted ; and I beg you
to assure my friends, in whose behalf you are acting,
that should it be my lot to fill the office for which I
have been nominated, it shall be my unceasing effort,
‘n the discharge of its responsible duties, to give satis-
‘action to my countrymen.

With the assurance of my high esteem, I have the
honor to be, your obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR.
To W. B. Prixerzs, Esq

These misconceptions and misconstructions of his
published letters had become so general, and so much
ingenuity had been expended in giving them a false
coloring, that General Taylor again found it necessary
to correct the impressions and prejudices thus sought
to be created. This he did in another letter to Captain
J. S. Allison, in which he gave a connected narrative
of a series of circumstances which resulted in his be-
coming a candidate for the Presidency. It presents in
a compact form, and with a comprehensiveness that
left no room for cavil, all the matters bearing upon the
subject, and exhibits him in his proper character, true
to Limself, his friends and his country. The few who
bad still withheld from him their confidence and sup-
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port, and who had not yet determined to relinquisl
their old party associations, were satisfied with its
manly explanation of his sentiments.

|
East Pascacoura, Sept. 4, 1848,

Dear Sir :—On the 22d of May last I addressed you
a letter, explaining my views in regard to various
matters of public policy, lest my fellow-citizens might
be misled by the many contradictory and conflicting
statements in respect to them which appeared in the
journals of the day, and were circulated thronghout
the country. I now find myself misrepresented and
misunderstood upon another point, of such importance
to myself personally, if not to the country at large, as
to claim from me a candid and connected exposition
of my relations to the public in regard to the pending
Presidential canvass.

The utmost ingenuity has been expended upon sev-
eral letters, and detached sentences of letters, which
have recently appeared over my signature, to show
that I occupy an equivocal attitude towards the vari-
ous parties into which the people are divided, and es-
pecially towards the Whig party, as represented by the
National Convention which assembled at Philadelphia
in June last. Had these letters and scraps of letters
been published or construed in connection with what
I have heretofore said upon this subject, I should not
now have to complain of the speed with which my
answers to isolated questions have been given up to
the captious criticism of those who have been made
my enemies by a nomination which has been tendered
me without solicitation or arrangement of mine, or of
the manner in which selected passages in some of my
setters, written in the freedom and carelessness of a
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confidential correspondence, have been communicated
to the public press. But riven from the context, ana
separated from a series of explanatory facts and cir-
cumstances which are, so far as this canvass is con-
cerned, historical, they are as deceptive as though they
were positive fabrications. I address you this letter
to correct the injustice that has been done me, and the
public—to the extent that I am an object of interest to
thera—by this illiberal process.

I shall not weary you by an elaborate recital of
every incident connected with the first presentation
of my name as a candidate for the Presidency. 1 was
then at the head of the American army in the valley
of the Rio Grande. I was surrounded by Whigs and
Democrats, who had stood by me in the trying hours
of my life, and whom it was my destiny to conduct
through scenes of still greater trial. My duty to that
army, and to the Republic whose battles we were
waging, forbade my assuming a position of seeming
hostility te any portion of the brave men under my
command—all of whom knew I was a Whig in principle,
for I made no concealment of my political sentiments
or predilections.

Such has been the violence of party struggles during
our late Presidential elections, that the acceptance of
a nomination, under the various interpretations given
to the obligations of a candidate presented to the pub-
lic with a formulary of political principles, was equiv-
alent almost to a declaration of uncompromising en-
mity to all who did not subscribe to its tenets. 1 wa.
unwilling to hazard the effect of such relationship to-
wards any of the soldiers under my command, when
in front of the enemy common to us all. It would have
been unjust in itself; and it was as repugnant to my




