PREFACE.

SoME years ago, when living on an orange grove at Winter Park,
it oceurred to me that my idle time might be usefully employed in
transeribing from memoranda and my diary many incidents of my
life for preservation in one manuscript for my children. This was
continued at intervals until it became as here presented. It was
mainly discontinued after my children became old enough to ob-
serve passing events for themselves.

But inasmuch as a few books have been published containing
errors in describing some military operations in which I partici-
pated, justice to the troops under my command induces me to.
publish my account of them as recorded when they occurred.

This volume, then, is a simple narrative of passing events, with-
out discussing their importance and bearing politically in shaping
the destiny of the nation.

Although my lot was cast with the South, and whatever may be
my opinion of the action of the North before, during, and after
the war as expressed in these pages, I am as loyal to the Constitu-
tion and as ready to uphold and maintain the rights and dignity
of the United States as any man within its boundary; and this
was evidenced when I tendered my services, as a soldier, to the

President before war was declared against Spain.

I do not know that I am indebted to any person, except Joseph

M. Brown, of Marietta, Ga., a son of Gov. Joseph E. Brown,
for what I have written, and to him I make acknowledgment for
obligations, Tre AUTHOR.

Pensacola, Fla., May 1, 1899,




INTRODUCTION.

Or all forms of history, a good autobiography is the most pleas-
ing and attractive. If the writer has been a prominent and re-
sponsible participant in great events, if high character warrants
his faithfulness to truth, and if the events of which he writes are
in themselves of great historic value, his autobiography will pos-
sess a peculiar charm and interest for every intelligent reader.

The generation that recalls from memory the events of our his-
tory connected with the admission of the great State of Texas into
the American Union and the war with Mexico which followed
has nearly all gone. Here and there a strong man survives whose
memory is clear and whose conscience is true. To hear him talk
of these events, or to read after him as he writes of the universal
excitement in the country—the angry debates in Congress, the op-
position to the admission of Texas, and to the war with Mexico,
the brilliant campaign of Taylor, the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca
de la Palma, Monterey, and Buena Vista—is to enjoy history in its
most attractive form. The historian who has been an active par-
ticipant in the events of which he writes, whose passions have been
cooled by age, and whose judgment has been disciplined by long
years of experience and reflection enjoys an immense advantage.
However we may disagree with him in his eriticisms upon the con-
duct of men or upon their motives, if he be a man of high and
true character, we enjoy the greatest satisfaction in accepting his
positive statements as to facts which represent his own actions and
experiences.

Gen. French is such a historian. The clear, natural, dispas-
sionate style of his book—its freedom from bitterness, the tender-

ness with which he dwells upon the history of his classmates at

West Point, several of whom became distinguished generals in the
Federal army (Grant, Franklin, Ingalls, and Quinby)—all these

characteristics of his autobiography soon win the confidence of the
reader.
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For the general reader of to-day, and especially for the SUrvivors
of the Confederate Army, Gen. Trench’s autobiography will pos-
sess peculiar interest. The writer has enjoyed the opportunity of
reading the advance sheets of the book only through the account
of the battle of Allatoona, which was fought October b, 1864, but
as Gen. French participated in the campaign of Gen. Hood .up to
its predestined disaster at Nashville, the autobiography will be
read with more than usual interest by students of the ill-starred
march into Tennessee and the battles of Franklin and Nashville.

The venerable author of “Two Wars” has been an able and gal-
lant soldier of his country, and the simple and graphic manner in
which he writes of his distinguished services, and relates the great
events in which he bore a faithful part, entitle his book to the con-
fidence of his countrymen. It is a most valuable addition to our
country’s history, and a book which will be of permanent use in
the st-uld_v of our great Confederate struggle.
: Ervson CAPERS.

Columbia, 8. C., July 1, 1801,
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CHAPTER 1.
Ancestry—Thomas Ffrench—Military Aspiration—Important Document

—Appointment to West Point—New Jersey Farm Life—Great Changes—

A Real Yankee—Pennsylvania Hall—The Fashions—Capture of a Hes-

sian Soldier—Rufus Choate and Bishop Wainwright—West Point—

Cadet Life—Senator Wall—John F. Reynolds—The Bovcott—Rufus

Ingalls—Requisites of a Commander.

:[NASM[.'CH as the government of this country cannot grant

any title to nobility, nor ean it be conferred by any foreign
power, the people of the United States have, to gratity a natural
pride, been obliged to obtain distinction in various ways. Among
them may be mentioned the accumulation of money, political
preferment, the pride of ancestry, and professional attainments.

The pride of ancestry is a very laudable one, and no doubt it
has a guiding influence in shaping the destiny of our lives. We
discover it in the honor felt by the members of such societies as
those of the Colonial wars, the Cincinnati, Sons of the Revolu-
tion, Aztec Club, Sons of Veterans, and many others. And it
is true: *‘Those will not look forward to their posterity who
never look backward to their ancestors.”

Of the countless millions of human heings who in successive
generations have passed over the stage of life, most of them, on
their exit, have sunk into oblivion. The names of twenty-seven
are all that are known of the human family from man’s creation
down to the days of Noah.

From the deluge to the present time a few men of great gen-
ius as poets, historians, warriors, conquerors, and criminals
claim general recognition from mankind. All others are rele-
gated or consigned to the special history of a people, and thereby
rescued from an otherwise oblivion. As individuals they per-
ish.

I am quite sure we are more indebted to Boswell for a true
insight into the life and character of Samuel Johnson than we
are to his writings, and there is the utmost interest attached to
the home life of all the world’s great actors. Even as late as our




