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and. if I remember aright, Lieut. Doubleday was named at his
)
3 stion. : '
hu{%? ewas about this time that Capt. Rl‘nggo_ld, of ﬁhe Iég;tg?l
States navy, asked me urgently to go with him as the ag‘thence
;m expedition to make a coast survey of Kamchatka, an T
on south. He consulted the Secretary of War., and oItiltame;} kg e
mission for me to go if he made the appllcatlon. : e .slpfor i
the climate in summer, and said in the fall we W:i‘l;} Smpediti(m
i s 5 ss the winter there. e ex
Sandwich Islands and pass : bty S s
i derations induced me
t ting one, but other consi ed m
W{?ﬁjﬂ;ﬁg (g}apt- Ringgold was a brother of Maj. Ringgold,
cline g : - >
who \:as killed at the battle of Palo Alto. iy
I think it was during this autumn that i was 8 )
S the cavalry.
ille. Ky., to purchase horses for 4 :
‘ﬂ;‘;)ouz ’the I:.nlid.dle of December Col. Joseph la&l::;ef/lﬁr
i i ; k passage on a 8
¥ s. his two daughters, and I too passag :
g?:i?ftfﬁat? There was much floating ice in the river, argdts(:)a;l
l ; i 'ned very cold. The captain ranin
began to fall, and it turne old s
uth viver to avoid the heavy dr
th of the Kentucky river : s :
E(;umorninv we found the steamer fast in frozen 1c1e, and :&fn
ons and slebighs came alongside. Gen. W. O. But 'er ?Tf e
board to see Col. Taylor, and, as there Was no prospec o
steamer leaving for weeks, arrangements were rEﬁde fforr gi{;;won
‘ sein his common two-horseTa gon.
ler to send us on to Florencein ) : S
i unk > 1t in for seatsand w
The next morning the trunks were put i e e
7 journey try was covered deep :
d on our journey, The coun ‘ i
Zn(; ;:lhe th;rmometer was fourteen degrees below zero. Tlhz*adlfii
i . 1 the way to keep warm. iv-
hehind the wagon nearly al ; ) i
: 07 d in crossing an awiu
”s hands were nearly frozen, an :
:;u: horses were not checked and the wheels S:)n onl:iﬁ‘,éieh;fgﬁ
| i bri 11 in the wagon been
have missed the bridge and a BT
in fr topped the wagon.
wunk fallen out in front and s > e
n;};et;lyuzu damage was done, The driver was to blame for not
nate :
i his hands were half frozen. e
teli:;nw%agsdark when we reached Fiorence, and for once-hrg cfoulj
‘ ; : t day Col. Taylor bargained ior
not warm me for hours. Nex Ta; gyt
i to Cincinnati. e cr
j - (sled) to take him and me ;
llﬁfauff;ei on 1he ice, and were driven up to the door .(_)f.th;zl hé)iétl,l
in the jumper. Next day Hon. Salmon P. Chase joine :
Taylor, and we went on to Washington together.
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IN the early part of January, 1851, Gen. Jesup told me that

he would have to send me to El Paso again. I suggested
that some other officer be ordered on that duty, as I had made
the trip once. He said that there had been no rain in Western
Texas for over a year; that the report was the troops were out
of provisions, and as I had been over the road and knew the
country, I must go again; that he would not under such cireum.
stances intrust the expedition to any one else. This was com-
plimentary, to be sure, and I pointed out the difficulties that
would be encountered on such a long journey over a now barren
country, destitute of water and grass; but told him I would do
the best I could to make the expedition a success.

S

e—Assigned

Capt. Lorenzo Sitgreaves, topographical engineer, United
tates army, was in the city under orders to make a survey
of the Gila river, and, as he had to go to El Paso, would ac-

company the expedition. With him was Dr. S. W. Woodhouse,
of Philadelphia, Pa. In due time we went to New York, and
sailed for Havana, Cuba.

In Havana at the hotel were P. T. Barnum with Miss Jennie
Lind, James G. Bennett and wife. We remained in the city
about a week, and then took steamer for New Orleans. Capt.
Hartstine, of the United States navy, commanded the steamer.
He gave Miss Jennie his stateroom on deck. I was sitfing with
Miss Jennie in her room when we entered the Mississippi river.
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Soon a sweet little girl came in, and, Qropping on }llerdk&eets b(::
fore the songstress, said: ‘‘ Miss Jennie, you promise : a 3; )
= 5 =y
would sing for me when we got in smooth water.“IP I;afi:;mt i
for the winds and waves are still.” Andﬂshe sung . 10 i
Dwelt in Marble Halls” and ‘‘Home, Sweet Home. e
melodious her voice sounded to us alone the_re far awaty, s
the waters of half a continent mingled with th.e opefn,'1 :
awakened new emotions that moistened the egret tw1tll;1 a (ei;.S "
1 I remember better her so j
heard her sing on the stage, but A
i i S > bout the length of the Mississipy
the little girl. She asked me a of :
river, ancT her astonishment was great when I n}forme{‘i' hel1 ﬂ:‘;
she could go all the way from where we were, if the river w
sk g in Stockholm.
straightened out, to her home in Stoc ‘ o
- 1\VTle.n we arri’ved at the landing in New Q1leans ther g :e(],rf
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less. To land the ladies looked like an 11111.)05511’)1 1t.}1.' J.
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J B 3 ; ) L o s
i i fter a long time Barnum’s tac
ould not attempt it. After a : b : a
Eé?n?;lished it. The crowd had seen hoth Miss J ennie (zlmd’I]‘J}B]a;
- nuﬁl’s daughter on the deck when the steamer arr1lvhe,is. daughy
' ck in despair. DBarnum arrayed zh-
were now below deck in desp : gy o
i i i rering her face with a thick veil, g
ter like Miss Jennie, covering : h sl 4l
i rowd, worked his way through
her his arm, and met the crowd, ‘ azon 4
carriage thm; was covered with people, and hnallf glot 31:; ;1:{1;5}10
i j i The carriage moved slowly on, ©
ter inside, and jumped in. g o
‘ter i o t. Then Miss Jennie was la ;
mob after it to see her get ou e R s b
;i her carriage that followed. But the crowd dis
T e ie, and escorted her to her hotel.
he deception, met Miss Jennie, and escorted _
;ll this };va,s merely a desire to see a dlStlngl;lihed V;I()(_:;ilzistt.o i}ﬂl
'ter, we als {1 on shore. ave faile
hour or two after, we also go : P e
"gtx that Dr. Fisher, of Philadelphia, was one oi. Our pavl:ty‘
{Ie. was employed by me as physician to render medlc(:;tl lr,erx 1ce;
: ploye pediti ' 7 ans w
ivi 268 he expedition. From New Orle
to the civil employees on t ke
; ralves ‘here we were detained some day
took steamer to Galveston, w i i
; ‘emes st!  In New Orleans we i
How often do extremes meet: 1In 1 e
i sweet voic Jennie Lind; here we were >
listened to the sweet voice of : i
-0 slave with music drawn out of a ¢
ained by an old negro slave wit . ;
1}[:(:: umci}; into a ba;jo. He knew but one song, and as hc. plag.t;d
20 2 k) o
i rer w id him to quit instead of encouraging
t over and over we paid him o
lto continue. It made me feel very sad to see the poor fellow

Er Paso RerorT. 109

trying to please the people at the hotel with his rude banjo and.

song. What a fall from a Cremona or Stradivarius to a cheese
box!

From Galveston we sailed to Indianola, and thence to San An-
tonio by stage, where we arrived February 24.

As it will be too much trouble for me to abbreviate my re-
port of this expedition, I will, mainly for

preservation, give it
in full:

REPORT.

WasnineToN Crry, November 2, 1851.

General : 1 have the honor to inclose to ¥y

in relation to the late expe
following order:

ou the accompanying report
dition to El Paso, made in compliance with the

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL'S OFFICE, 1
WasHINGTON Crty, January 14. 1851, {

Sir: A large supply of stores for El Paso is on the way from Baltimore
to Indianola, Tex., as you are aware, to meet an apprehended deficiency
of subsistence for the troops at thati post and its dependencies in New
Mexico. This supply is to be taken to its destination in a public train.
You are selected to take charge of and conduct it. You will proceed fio
San Antonio, and report to aj. Babbitt for that service. On your way
thither you will stop at New Orleans. and ascertain from Col. Hunt the
state of the wagons which he has shipped to Indianola by orders from
this office; and if they are not in every respect in a condition for the
service in which they are to be employed, you will eall for whatsoever
You may think necessary to the efficiency of the service. Should you ob-
tain information on the route of the loss of any of the wagons shipped re-
cently from Philadelphia. you will take measures to replace as many of
them as you may think necessary.

The expenses of the department are enormous, and they must, if prac-
ticable, be reduced. You munst therefore carefully avoid any expense not
absolutely required; but at the same time, economy is not t6 be carried so
far as to impair efficiency.

Mayj. Babbitt has been written to and informed that you are to organize
a train under his instructions, or to aid him in organizing it, and that you
are to have charge of it. Let that serviee ho performed in your usual man-
ner, and with your aceustomed energy, and I am sure all will go right.

All the operatives employed must go armed, and if a small escort be
necessary in addition, the commanding general I have no doubt will di-
rect it. Let it however be as small as possible, so as not to use so large a
portion of the supplies as are usually required for escorts.

Collect all the information you can in regard to the country, its re-
sources, the condition of the Indians who roam over it, what are their
numbers, and how they can best be controlled; also whether settlements
might not be formed on the route sufliciently strong to protect themselves
from the Indians. and furnish supplies for emigrants and troops.

With entire reliance on your energy, talents, and zeal, I am respectful-
ly your obedient servant, TH. 8. JEsup, Quariermaster General.

Capt. 8. G. French, Assistant Quartermaster, Washington City.
In pursuance of the ahove orders 1

proceeded toSan Antonio, and report:
ed for duty on the 24th of February

» and commenced making preparations




110 5 Two W ARS.

of the wagons required for the serv-

f5r the organization of the train. Many
all the available means that

ice, and all the stores, were still on the coast, and
Maj. Babbitt had were immediately employedin bringing them to the depot
at San Antonio. An estimate-of the number of animals that would be re-
quired was made, and, as there were notenough in his possession, some three
hundred were received by purchase, and formed into teams for the road,
and a small train thus organized was dispatched to Indianocla to hasten
up with the subsistence. But little hired transportation could be pro-
cured, for the severity of the winter had destroyed all vegetation, and
the cattle could barely subsist. Some of the stores thus sent by the citi-
zens from the coast were nearly or quite a month on the road up to the
depot at San Antonio. By the last of April most of the stores had arrived,
the requisite number of employees had been engaged, and the loading of
the wagons was commenced. As they received the loads, they were genl
in small detachments to Leona, the point 1 had designated as the gen-
eral rendezvous. By the 7th of May the last train left the depot, and I
started with it for Leona. The supplies for El Paso were kept separate
from those drawn for the escort and employees, and, in order to avoid
the expense of transporting salt provisions for the command, I received
from the commissary of subsistence eighty days’ fresh meat, the heeves
being driven along by men in the employ of the contractors, and furnished
when required. As the Indians on the borders had manifested considera-
ble hostility during the spring, L deemed it necessary to ask of Maj. Gen.
Harney, commanding the department, the protection of an escort. For
this service a detachment of eighty men from the first regiment of infant-
ry was ordered; but, as the transportation of their subsistence would in-
- cur considerable expense, I thought it consistent with proper economy
ahd perfect safety to suggest its reduction to lifty men. The number was
accordingly diminished, and on my reaching Fort Inge I found the escort
there under the command of Capt. B. H. Arthur awaiting my arrival, and
1 will here express my obligations to him for the cheerful aid he always
afforded me. ;
T encamped at the rendezvous on the 11th. On the 12th the last of the
wagons arrived, and the day following was passed in making final prep-
arations for our departure. The entire expedition, comprising one hun-

dred and fifty wagons (including three helonging to Maj. Backus,* Capt.
~oute to New Mexico) and over one

Sitgreaves, and Lieut. Williamson, &7 7
thousand animals, moved on the 14th, and encamped on the banks of the
Nueces. These numbers were turther increased by those of citizens avail-
ing themselves of our protection to pass through the Indian country.

The march was now continued without any accidents or unnecessary

delay, until the night of the 23d, when we were visited by a thunderstorm,
accompanied by such violent gusts of wind as to prostrate all our tents
and expose us to the rain till morning. We were encamped in the valley
Ei et e e SR

# Maj. Electus Backus went to Fort Defiance, among the Navajoes, and destroyed the

influence of their god—the dancing man—by a piece of jugglery in making a stuffed figure
to represent their god, and by means of wires making it dance. Peace followed this ex-

hibition by a treaty.
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of the San Pedro river. .
flows from heavylgﬁz ;n;l‘;iir:n?wmg that it was subject to sudden over
ain, I examined the f :
noon, and cou : TR e ford the next day
menced crosﬁili%i?ﬁwe only a slight rise in the water, and thelg?grea;] o
RN T bi%gl]afzo‘;agﬂﬂﬁ- giving directions for the main 'c:a?n-
in the space of AN ner were the former completely ov
dletely Eﬂtt-ing jﬁf:}r mmutes_the. waters rose several 'ffet. t13e1$; f than
days. The waters h - innieseen with the main train for ne ‘1’ ’COm-
Bodiss: the strea:j aving subsided enough so as not to enter thf:l s
; Tl was passed, and we conti wagon
R tRTE AT O of continued the march again wi
ot Smminoa:ih:nPefcos river. We found the water of this gé?:.g; 1tll).out‘.
B DA Vel et t? the ford led me to believe that it was still tcm dOW,
o4 St tha,: }‘1 s ;nd I was obliged to cause three cylindric)ol _‘?ep
year Pl‘e‘?iousv i 24 been left across the river by the contractorsaf' Hti)ln
s Which’bein ge ;ialsid L:;.ud secured to the shores by means of s(;ro e
’ anked over formed A 2 rong
length, over whi formed a suspension bridge for .
Gorenty Wagon!;l](;l; dt—hbe wagons with the stores were run b)’ghafl?c; 2 ?ﬁn =
el e :’en_ Islh;us passed across, when the end of or;e of (‘;;11:
right angle brok i
sable. A sec pas g oke, and the bridge bec i
of rocks a,ffo?-?l?n;x:mgmaémt? b e disgoveryaﬁeal?erc)las-
: : ood bottom, wher ; ge
driven acr < i . where the rest of
been gaigle?iss with but little difficulty. The west bank otfh :iu:v aei e
i b‘) r“(’jtleo;'ef.;:nt?}ed our journey. At the Comanche Sprilnl;s I‘“rl;a‘\;n n.g
his way to the Méxic;an.lgi;a;l; = army, topographical enginet;:r B::
El Paso. ary Commission, who continued with 11; to
The disappointment arisi
- ment arising from not havi
casions it h ; ; having water wher - oe
o parehp;-i been (;:.h.dra,ctgrlzed as permanent or living etzn ftﬁ:‘ n?ex i
Circumspe;ztios co;h1t10n of the country, caused me to ]ﬂ:ﬂ'egi'it,‘[all s
ESia e -Was e L.e.mp'la. was found dry its entire length, exc s
animals, and anoth a‘ m11‘e distant from the road and almost in ( L
il ,a.t . lnot— er at its source at the Painted Camp ' I t}a »ce?mb]e .
> - the last-menti . 1er ra-
SR re;zl;f:sniiotiiddl'ﬂace, and sent expresses ahead I;olelo(i)rll3 fltfr
. i » discovery of i :
in advance th ; ! B a pool in a ravine tw .
i S,igzs\thl(,h point we 1:11<Jved. The condensation oft;\aenty i
Bl f::;sne(ii SO:ine rain to fall about ten miles fart-hléﬁro(:ln :Ee
it from the surface whzri itvi-n(;e’ bty ldigging trenches on the plain draines
foF IS o * it had not been absorbed, in sufficient : .
oty Wit}lllonlc:sls. Pr epara.tllons had been made in anticipabﬁro‘:lbu; ingn
Lempia. There ‘Tater, s ﬁ““_lg all the water barrels and ke .
Springs, six.w-ﬁav‘; a.s_;mw but little hope of finding water shor-fif a;l s
A l‘oa.d;_:. excem'l esl. distant, and the weather being extremely w a,g]"
tehos et evervszne v dusty, I started at two o’clock A.M.; bu}t i
of the advan(:é; i _le:‘-. a small hole containing water 911071;'.;,’i1 fUr’ amucll
sufficient to allow ea 'has fL?llnd about sunrise, and two others contai p_art
S s a,i 0 ba,mma.l a few quarts were discovered whermm,g
o510 Pi'OVider;ceg(:[n 1 outdsuuseb some was found in a small wat : “19
‘reek, and each animal : oL gnL
passed b B g mal was given a few
y and moved in advance in quest of an (ancampi:lga[lji(:%ng - lthey
Le whnere
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there was some grazing for the animals. But the dryness of the herbage
seemed only to increase the thirst of the poor mules, and all night they
kept up a continued braying. At one A.M. I again started for the springs,
still twenty-nine miles distant, halting at eleven o’clock to give the ani-
mals all the water in the kegs and to permit them to graze. Qur baggage
wagons and the advance of the escort continued on to the springs, which,
to the astonishment of all, were 80 nearly dry that the few animals with

us scarcely got enough to slake their thirst. I immediately set some men

to the task of digging out the springs, and dispatched a party geveral miles

up the mountains to where on 4 former occasion a large stream was
found running, but they returned and reported it perfectly dry. As to
procuring water trom the springs where the men were digging, it was an
impossibility. While thus perplexed, a thunder shower that hovered
around a distant peak of the mountains, and then rolled up the valley, for
a time inspired hope, but like the cloud it soon passed away. About four
p.ar the trains arrived, and I directed them to continue the march all
night to the Rio Grande, thirty-two miles distant. All day difficulties had
been accumulating. In the morning an express had overtaken us, giving
the information that some of the mules belonging to the Boundary Com-
mission had strayed for water during the night, and they were unable to
move from Providence Creek. They could not be left there without water;
and, lest the missing anirmals should not be recovered, I caused four teams
to remain at Eagle Springs; 80 that, should their animals be irrecoverably
lost, I might give assistance to get their wagons up to the springs the next
day, and resolved to remain in camp till two o’clock the next morning, be-
lieving that ere then they would reach our camp, which fortunately was
the case. At two o’clock in the morning I left the gprings, and arrived at
» the mouth of the cafion® through which the valley of the Rio Grande is
gained, about nine AM., and found in it near twenty Wwagons blocking up

nimals exhausted for want of water and from fatigue.

the passage, the a
They were immediately loosed and driven to the river, eight miles distant,

where the main body was encamped, and in the evening these wagons
were brought into camp from out the cafion where they had been left.
Thus, from not finding water at Eagle Springs. and being obliged to con-
tinue on to the Rio Grande, the trains were torced to make a march of
ninely-siz miles 0 Jifty-two conseculive hours. the last siwty miles hav-
ing been made in thirty hours. These marches were as disagreeable as
can well be imagined, and continned to be so to the place of destination,
owing to the intolerable heat. the thermometer during the day in the shade
standing at 110 degrees, and to the immense volumes of dust that rested
on either side the road like a cloud, obscuring everything from the view,
except when wafted away by the wind. .

We reached El Paso on the 24th of June, forty-nine days after leaving
San Antonio, during which time thirty-nine only ‘were passed in traveling.
The stores were all delivered in good condition: and an estimate being
made of what would be required on the return trip, I found more salt pro:

e e e

# Pronouneced canyon.

v
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