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1 was first introduced to Mr. Clay he said, ““Ah, an éleve of
the Military Academy, I suppose?” and then spoke in com-
mendation of the school. I felt sure the shade of his son rose
up before him, for he was educated there, and was killed on the
battlefield of Buena Vista. T once related to Mr. Clay a story 1
had heard about James K. Polk. His reply was emphatic: “Tt
cannot be true. No man with such a heart could ever have been
President of the United States.” Contrast with this Mr. Ben-
ton’s remark about Stephen A. Douglas: “He can never he
elected President of the United States. His coat tail hangs too
near the ground.” I never heard Mr. Benton make a speech in
favor of a measure; he was generally in opposition. If asked
who I regarded the finest speaker in the Senate at that time, I
would reply: “Henry Clay.” I think his reply to Mr. Soule, of
Louisiana, on the boundary of New Mexico the best speech I
have ever heard. He was the most self-reliant man I ever knew.
Gen. Jesup, who knew him well, told me that Mr. Clay’s self-
reliance prevented him being elected President. Hewould frame
a bill on an important measure, introduce it, and whip the whole
Whig party into supporting it. Mr. Webster and other great
men in the party disliked coercion, and their support would be
lukewarm, when he might have had their hearty cooperation if
he had, before presenting a bill, called them to his room, shown
it to them to make suggestions, and asked their support in ad-
vance, and made them feel that it was their bill as well as his.
But no; he was a great leader of men, and commanded them to
sollow. That is well in military affairs, but in politics it creates
jealousy where the leader is not established by law. In the Sen-
ate, where acts are recorded, he did command; in politics the
vote is secret, his rivals were envious and, at heart, indifferent
to his success, and he fell from his own greatness in the strug-
ole for the presidency. \

I recall what Gen. Jesup told me of Clay’s duel with John
Randolph, of Roanoke. When Randolph called Clay **a being
<o brilliant and so corrupt, only to be compared, indeed, to one
thing under the skies—a heap of rotten mackerel by moonlight,
that shines and stinks,” Clay challenged him. Gen. Jesup and
Dr. Hunt were Clay’s seconds, and Gen. James Hamilton and
Col. Tatnell were Randolph’s. Gen. Jesup carried the cartel to
Randolph, who referred him to Hamilton. The preliminaries
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Washington was the home of many eminent men, remarkable
for their integrity in the administration of their duties, purity
of character, and modest manner of living. In the army there
was Gren. Scott, the brave and successtul soldier. He had a few
eccentricities in regard to language. He called a lieutenant a
“Jeftenant;” a clerk, a “clark.” If any one failed among us
“youngsters to not give ¢ guard” the letter ““u” long, he would
be corrected; and as president of military boards he would as-
sume to be recorder, and generally wrote the proceedings him-
self. The press ridiculed him for writing *‘sparcely settled”
and ** conquering a peace,” and the Democratic party harped on
his ““hasty plate of soup” when he was nominated for the pres-
idency; to such mean tricks will a party descend.

There was Gen. Nathan Towson, who so gallantly captured
the British brig Caledonia under the guns of Fort KErie, in Oc-
tober, 1812, ever a polite gentleman; and Gen. George Gibson,
J. G. Totten, and T. S. Jesup, the last twice breveted for gal-
Jant service in the battles of Chippewa and Niagara. And I
often met Col. George Croghan, noted for gallantry in defense
of Fort Sandusky, and of whom President Jackson said, when
charges of intoxication were presented to him against Croghan,
“Tear them up; Col. Croghan may drink whenever he pleases;™
and Col. J. B. Wilbach, who was, if my memory serves me
aright, one of the defenders of the Tuilleries when it was de-
stroyed.

There were, of course, many naval officers at the capital, and
a jovial, good set of men they were. Commodore R. F. Stockton
resigned after the explosion of the *“big” gun (the Peacemaker)
on the propeller Princeton, and soon afterwards represented the
State of New Jersey in the Senate. Lieut. Stockton was, as I
was told the story, on the U. S. ship Delaware (in the harbor of
Gibraltar), commanded by Commodore Pattison. Dining one
day at a hotel on the neutral ground, among others present were
three young English officers of the garrison and a young man,
captain of a fine American ship. The three officers had indulged
freely of wine, and made some offensive remarks to the young
captain, who resented them, and I think threw his plate at their
heads. When challenged, they refused to fight him, on the

ground that socially he was not their equal. Stockton handed
them his card, and exclaimed, ‘I will take that gentleman’s
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place;d you cannot refuse to fight me,” He fought all three and
wounded them, and then challenged all the officers of the garri-

son.  When the commandant of the fortress heard ofit, he called

;1; V(ESetunl 'Col:tlmodore Pattison and in a good-natured way sug
Sted 1o him to get his madeap officer on board shi e
possible and make a few days’ cruise, or he l'd f f’jS i
cers of the garrison left to comma-n, he e
kn&:w]'lledged the necessity, weighed aicgg;, fi:gsgx’enf;a;(‘;;&l\zzl’g L;;
incurred .40 fow th st of s o 015 I 1861, ho

1 LA ael 1S of a building for the consulate,
fI‘OI;Ziz(;} (lj iil;aue](j to ’1131:?; t;; 'bﬂll, as ?e had formerly done to the

_ 5. Lhis claim had been pending si ayne’s

;i{eathﬁ, in 18%2;) s0, in hopes of settling Fhe maftermga;:}{;z;
S :;iﬁlffro?lglg? was given a good vessel and or(iered by the -

' Ty ie Navy to proceed to Tuni jus i

if possible. Selecting hispt)ﬂicers,trler';:il;sdmffgraﬂl;bafgg'f Ia{m
;eain. One of his officers selected was skilled in in’gernal‘tfcl;:]-
t:;m ,lsingl fI‘OIHI"lr the_ stat:a papers made out a strong case in favor of
e United States. Capt. Morgan was a plain

Inan, possessed of much common sense. On Al’l’iviu at Tunis,
was informed that the bey was at hig country pa.la-cf a f-eu?lls,'lle
(11&31_:211‘113. The captain procured a carriage, and toolé tw " ?lh(??
ofhc?rs with him and drove out to see his inicrhtiness ’ch0 (}) -
a prince in rank. g et
When admitted to the audience chamber, instead of making
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frlendly manner took his hand and, shaking it heartil “a'ni'
; How do you do, Mr. Bey, how do you do?m Don’t get E b’iil[("
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they are @/l well. Ihave been a long time coming and-I am :{P‘;
to see you, Mr. Bey. We have a fine ship; you ;nust cemebaaé
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» Unpretending

% o R e, .
I give this story as related to me by a naval officer
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as on his way back to his ship, an officer
of the court, riding furiously, overtook him, rode past, and,
planting his horse in front of the carriage, stopped it, and, bow-
O howadji, the bey says that claim will be

When the Captain w

ing, exclaimed:
paid.” ¥

A few years ago 1 was th
life-saving station on Indian

" lantic near Indian River inle
to ask him to tell me the story himself.

Society in Washington in the forties was largely Southern,
and had not lost the courtly dignity and grace of colonial days.
Tt was quiet, gentle, and refined, where it isnow loud, boisterous,

and rough in a measure, from the power of suddenly accumu-
lated wealth that dominates over all the conditions of life, social
and industrial. On New Year’s and other occasions we uged to
call on Mrs. Madison. Her face retained marks of that beauty
that has been transmitted to canvas and adorns the East Room
of the presidential mansion. 1 have seen her wearing a turban.

On the 1st of April, 1853, I received a letter informing me of

the death of Joseph L. Roberts, who died on the 28th of March
previous at his residence on his plantation nearNatchez, Miss.,and
requesting me to come there immediately, if possible. Gen. Jes-
up, ever considerate as he was, gave me leave to visit the family.
Mr. Roberts had been the cashier of the branch Bank of the Unit.
od States at Norfolk, Va., then president of the branch Bank of
the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, and at his death was
the agent of the latter institution. His wife was Miss Mary
Symington, one of the beautiful women of Philadelphia.

As I had been engaged to Miss E. Matilda, their second daugh-
ter, we were married on the 26th of April, 1853, and soon after
we went to Washington.

[ remained on duty in the War Depar
of 1854. As I had become tired of hote
I requested Gen. Jesup to

nd he sent me to Fort Smith, Ark,
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The military reserv
town by a street, and
the Choctaw Nation runs

2 Told as related to me.
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Indian blood is being rapidly diffused with the blood of the
white man—a half-breed, quarter, and eighth. Fred Douglass
is dead—a mulatto. Shall we credit his intelligence to the
white blood or the negro? Suppose he had been an octoroon?
‘What then!

Sometime during the year 1855 Col. Henry Wilson made
Fort Smith his headquarters, and with him came Lieut. J. H.
Potter, adjutant of the Seventh Infantry, who was a classmate
of mine. He was a jovial, good fellow, and a wound in his leg
made it an excellent indicator of rain, and was used to guide us
on hunting expeditions. Partridges were numerous, and dur-
ing the hunting season nearly every afternoon Mrs. French and
1in a carriage, and Lieut. Potter on his pony, would ride over

the prairie and have rare sport. We had well-trained dogs and
open shooting, and time passed pleasantly on. From this dream
life T was awakened to make a visit to Natchez, Miss., on busi-
ness connected with the estate of Mr. J. L. Roberts. In com-
“pany with a French planter on the Teche, in Louisiana, whom I
invited to go with me, T started in an ambulance for Little

Rock. The weather was bitterly cold, the thermometer being ten

degrees below zero. The close of the second day brought us to

the usual “stopping place,” but all accommodations were occupied
by the sheriff, guards, and prisoners. The owner of the house
told me [ would have to go on to Little Rock, unless Capt. —,
who lived seven miles farther on, could be induced to let us stay
overnight with him; but that he was a misanthrope, and would
see no one. The gray, leaden sky, the biting wind, the snow
that was falling in dry pellets, and the bitter cold made our sit-
nation desperate, and induced me to try the Captain with a little
adulation.

How lonely and dreary everything was! 1 knocked at the
door, I heard the bolts slide, and the door was slowly opened
by the Captain. I introduced myself to him, and told him that

I was informed he lived here; that, regarding him as a Mexican

veteran, 1 had called to pay my respects to him; that I was pres-
ent and witnessed the gallant fight his command made with the
Mexican lancers at the hacienda of Buena Vista; that T never
was so cold before in my life, except the night of the battle of
Buena Vista. He was silent till T finished. He took my hand,
and said: ¢ Come in.” He ordered the horses taken out, intro-
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he asked Mr. Inge, the clerk, what the amount would be, and I
think he replied about one hundred and eighty thousand dollars.
Asking for a blan/ bond, he signed it, and said: ** Fill this out
when necessary with any sum required.” Tt was a kind act,
and all he said was: “If you should have any trouble, let me
know it, and I will aid you.”

Mrs. Mary S. Roberts died April 5, 1854, and it devolved on
me to take out letters of administration on the estate. 1 then
returned to Fort Smith and continued on duty there until
March 29, when I tendered my resignation. A reply to this
letter was as follows:

ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE,
WasnimNaron, D. C., April 24, 18356, §

Ser: Your letter of the 29th ult., tendering the resignation of your
commissions of first lieutenant, Third Artillery. and captain and assist-
ant quartermaster has been received and laid before the Secretary of
War, by whom I am instructed to say that, as your communication ap-
pears to have been written under an impression that your leave would
not be extended, he desires that you will state, with as little delay as prac-
ticable. if this supposition be correct. or whether it is your intention to
leave the service in any event. A decision upon your letter of resigna-
tion will be deferred until yvou are heard from upon the subject.

I am, sir. very respectfully. your obedient servant,

) 8. Coorer, Adjutant General.

Capt. 8, G, Frenel, Assistant Quartermaster, United States Army, Greenville, Miss

As I had now, among other property, a plantation on Deer
Creek, near Greenville, and over a hundred servants on it, I
asked in reply that my resignation he accepted. To this letter
I received an answer: **Your resignation has been accepted
by the President of the United States to take effect the 51st
ingt. [May].”

‘While living at Fort Smith, Ark.; was born Matilda Roberts
French, on the 16th of August, 1855.

The summer of 1856 was passed mainly in Canada, and in the
autumn we returned to the plantation. In the spring of 1857
Mrs. French and her litile girl went on a visit to her sister,
Murs. John C. French, in San Antonio, Tex., and in May fol-
lowing I joined her there. And here a great sorrow crossed my
path.

On the morning of June 13 Mrs. French greeted me with
joy and hope, but ere the day was passed her lite ended in that
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;slcep “*that knows no breaking.” She went to the grave for
1ex h:zl,:y. boy, and took him with her. O, the irony of fate!
bl‘m. the peer of the noblest, crowned by every orace, the idol
(Jr_fhe house, the gentle mother, the handmaiden hnf (-11;1'1;1\! tl
priestess of religion, a heliever in its promises I)(nx;.';tl t,(vhﬁil:[Gf
will, and ]_ef‘[ all that makes life attractive hef;n'e. age ()i‘ rli:b
Ez;:(:‘{_nr (ll'ls]:ippnim'm.ent or grief or sorrow had u.l.hli,]_led h(;I_'
her babe on her hreast, beside h)er )‘u’lenl‘ S ['e"'l'ﬁms e
Hill Cemetery, Philacléfbl'li:l. Pa \E.'im: ) B m‘d s s
Lt » £a., where the waters of the hean-
titul Sch l‘l.\'”(ﬂ.l gently flow by the portals of her tomh.

I remained in San Antonio until autumn, when I returned
h(_}me. In March, 1838, T embarked on the s’feanmr Europa for
Liverpool. As T leave you my journal of travels in I‘;l‘il‘i} . ]I
shall mention only some of the principal places \'i-;itedJ i

Mo_rst of the traveling in Italy was in private ’carl'i-qofe and
only in daylicht. TIn Naples, Rome, and Flm'(‘n-ce I le;mn a
a )11::1]1‘]1 ach.  From London I went to 1’:11'1:.«, L\’(mq l"\IILi
seilles, Toulon, Naples, Rome, Florence, l’isa-, Moc’{cnél B;‘]r:m(:-ll
L\”I{mtuzl. Verona, Venice, Milan. Como, Isola Madre I:;n]-i I.%:Tl'r
Sitmplon Pass, Domo-dosola, Martigny, Chamoni f'i%l];\"; Bie( :
ne, Berm?, Interlaken, Wingen Alps, ( h-inden\vuki. Bﬁsie: fiadul}l-
sz_lden. Ulm, l-lm.]i('h._ Salzburg, Ischl, Lints, Danuhe River to
Vienna, Prague, Dresden. Berlin, Potsdam. Frankfort, Wiesha
den down the Rhine, Cologne, Liege, Brussels. ‘i\":lterl;lo P:rlr‘i
Lﬁndon. Windsor Castle, Birmingham, Shefleld D()n:cel;;ceh'.
Carli‘sle. Edinburgh, Sterling, Callander, The ’I‘t-(;saeks Iﬂ,lév
Katrine, Dunbarton. Glasgow, Belfast, Irish (‘,zluse“:-w .T;’uf‘l' ‘
Chester, Liverpool, home. i o

Sc'mn lnfter my return from Europe I was kindly invited by
Benjamin Gould to make him a visit in Boston. “Hi‘s son \
{-}ml'dard Gould, had, as I have stated, heen my tra\'el'inktr c’o;n.:
panion ft_n' many months. Their home was in P;nbert-(m Shqnzu‘e
Ih_G feuml,}f was composed of charming, refined, cultured people,

and I retain only pleasant recollections of their kindness. .
I passed the winter in San Antonio, Tex., and the summer at
Rye Beach, N. H. This year (1859) some notable events oc-
curred that had important bearings in shaping the history, if
not the destiny, of the country. ' i
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Harriet Beecher Stowe’s publication of an imaginative work,
¢ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” Hinton Helper’s pamphlet called a
manifesto; and John Brown’s raid in Virginia, to raise an in-
surrection among the slaves and to kill the whites, like distant
thunder, presaged the coming storm. His purposes of maus-
der were well known to many prominent abolitionists of the
North, who assisted him by contributions to obtain arms to
carry out his murderous designs. The party consisted of the
old murderer, his three sons, thirteen white men, and five ne-
groes from the North. They obtained possession of the armory
at Harper’s Ferry October 16, killing a negro, the mayor of
the town, and other citizens. On arrival of the United States.
troops under Col. R. E. Lee, the armory was captured. Some
were killed in the assault, and the remainder taken prisoners.
These were tried and hung.

This infamous outrage on the State of Virginia, instead of
being condemned by the people of the North, won their admira-
tion, sympathy, and love for John Brown, and by some he is.
compared to our Saviour, and “*his soul is still marching on,”
without peace or rest, like the wandering Jew—on, on—a pun-
ishment for his crimes. These events induced an uncalled for
and unjust feeling of hatred toward the South, and the inten-
sity of this hatred is most significantly displayed in the apothe-
osis of this murderer, and the consecration of his crimes. Could
this be otherwise than a warning to the Southern people? The
statutes made by the Northern States for the abolition of slav-.
ery never set free a living slave. They emancipated only the

wnborn.  Now you can comprehend the difference between ih--.

olition and emancipation. ;
After the war began many unusual expedients were resorted

to designed to increase the wild frenzy of the people North.

Among them was the spectacle of Henry Ward Beecher selling:

slaves from the pulpit stage of his Plymouth Chureh, Brooklyn.
So noted was this exhibition that it is related as one of the

eight notable events of the pineteenth century. I attribute this.

act of his to leredity.

CHAPTER X.

Canada, Bost q : i

1:1-esidit8t(;.lll" l}?e l?nea({l—_AntislaVGry Party Nominates Lincoln for
: ni—His ilection Evidence of Hostility to the South
Secedes—Goy, Pettus—Appointed
Army of the State of Missigsippi—
an Agent to Europe to Purchase
munition—Flannel and Paper
Horse Collars- -Only
Jjects to the State Tro
fered the Appointme
America.

—Mississippi
«Colonel and Chief of Ordnance in ﬁl:;
State Had No Arms—Governor Sends
i All\;[mi—lfhorat-my for Making Am-
0 Make Cartridges—Cartri y
Old Fl i.nt Muskets—Old Shotiuns——(‘;:vfr%fr %l';ﬁ
ops Going out of the State—Visit Home—Am Of-
nt of Brigadier General, Confederate States of

(bj‘if}il:l‘ th“ersummer of 1860 at Rye Beach, Boston, and in
¥ t,w(ji‘ ;‘.eat \p}(iclzir;ifall'e{;;r;?d I foun]d the animosity between
: o gl ] 'ties very bitter. rer :
first tm‘l_e_ in the history of the United 52:11365 %Lﬂg To{;h(i(:i Eh(?
sﬂ Lthe ; 1sn1_s” and all parties against the Sout,h and nominite(i
Abraham Lincoln for the presidency, save on]y,the D s
party, and that . e
l;;a(;lsef s;&t;ﬁzﬁgsﬁtal; t(};eﬁ\:fay [on account of a sectional nomina-

sident, an he e ection of Lincoln was deemed

open declaration of hostility to the 3 s S e
d.rov_e 1.3116111 to the act of secession. Efl(c)lpi(];eof)e?[;ebg:t%i ﬂfld
SIppL, 1n convention assembled, repealed all the laws an?l S?é?’*
nances by which she became a member of the Feder ]‘ U i
and on January 9, 1861, she was a so | d
State.

: About the middle of February I received a verbal messag
from the Governor, J. J. Pettus, that he wished to see m Sbﬂag
soon after I went to Jackson. The Governor infornlled me1 tin
_I had been appointed a lieutenant colonel and chief of orde f?t
in the army of the State of Mississippi on February 12 Iggln -

On assuming the duties of the office I found the bt;,;;e de".t'
tute of all military supplies and without arms. Tuvestioat? .l-
shm’fred that a mercantile firm in New Orleans had oﬂer.et:i fas
medla,te]y_ after the act of secession, to furnish arms fr " 11;1]'
gland or Belgium, but it was declined. e

Weeks after, the Governor sent an agent to Europe to pur
chase arms, but it was too late to get ahy in England; bu}; 1In-

was divided. On my Journey home I found in-

; nion, .
vereign and independent




