134 Two W ars.

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s publication of an imaginative work,
¢ Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” Hinton Helper’s pamphlet called a
manifesto; and John Brown’s raid in Virginia, to raise an in-
surrection among the slaves and to kill the whites, like distant
thunder, presaged the coming storm. His purposes of maus-
der were well known to many prominent abolitionists of the
North, who assisted him by contributions to obtain arms to
carry out his murderous designs. The party consisted of the
old murderer, his three sons, thirteen white men, and five ne-
groes from the North. They obtained possession of the armory
at Harper’s Ferry October 16, killing a negro, the mayor of
the town, and other citizens. On arrival of the United States.
troops under Col. R. E. Lee, the armory was captured. Some
were killed in the assault, and the remainder taken prisoners.
These were tried and hung.

This infamous outrage on the State of Virginia, instead of
being condemned by the people of the North, won their admira-
tion, sympathy, and love for John Brown, and by some he is.
compared to our Saviour, and “*his soul is still marching on,”
without peace or rest, like the wandering Jew—on, on—a pun-
ishment for his crimes. These events induced an uncalled for
and unjust feeling of hatred toward the South, and the inten-
sity of this hatred is most significantly displayed in the apothe-
osis of this murderer, and the consecration of his crimes. Could
this be otherwise than a warning to the Southern people? The
statutes made by the Northern States for the abolition of slav-.
ery never set free a living slave. They emancipated only the

wnborn.  Now you can comprehend the difference between ih--.

olition and emancipation. ;
After the war began many unusual expedients were resorted

to designed to increase the wild frenzy of the people North.

Among them was the spectacle of Henry Ward Beecher selling:

slaves from the pulpit stage of his Plymouth Chureh, Brooklyn.
So noted was this exhibition that it is related as one of the

eight notable events of the pineteenth century. I attribute this.

act of his to leredity.
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: About the middle of February I received a verbal messag
from the Governor, J. J. Pettus, that he wished to see m Sbﬂag
soon after I went to Jackson. The Governor infornlled me1 tin
_I had been appointed a lieutenant colonel and chief of orde f?t
in the army of the State of Mississippi on February 12 Iggln -

On assuming the duties of the office I found the bt;,;;e de".t'
tute of all military supplies and without arms. Tuvestioat? .l-
shm’fred that a mercantile firm in New Orleans had oﬂer.et:i fas
medla,te]y_ after the act of secession, to furnish arms fr " 11;1]'
gland or Belgium, but it was declined. e

Weeks after, the Governor sent an agent to Europe to pur
chase arms, but it was too late to get ahy in England; bu}; 1In-
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Belgium he obtained some muskets, and shipped them on a ves-
sel that reached the mouth of the Mississippi river just as the
blockading ships arrived there. Discovering the blockade, the
vessel hore away for Havana, and stored the arms there. From
Havana they were afterwards brought over and landed in small
quantities. I built a powder house. and asked permission to go
to St. Louis and purchase powder, and it was refused on the
ground or belief that T would be arrested there, and that he, the
-Governor, would have to arrest a person as & hostage in my
place. Afterwards I wrote to a friend in St. Louis, and ob-
“tained two hundred kegs (I think that was the number) of pow-
der and fifty-four sets of artillery harness, and this was done
after the town of Cairo, Ill., was garrisoned by Gen. Grant.

[ purchased every yard of flannel that could be obtained in New
Natchez, Vicksburg, and other towns for artillery car-
and all the paper suitable for making cartridges for
. and could not get enough.

Orleans,
tridges,
small arms, even including wall paper
[ was offered by a person whom I knew in Philadelphia a ma-
chine for molding lead balls with die tor all caliber of small
arms (made for the Governor General of Cuba) for a moderate
sum. but the Governor disapproved of getting it. Then I madear-
rangements to have one thousand large Colt’s pistols with hols-
ters. etc.. sent me from Philadelphia. Twenty thousand dollars in
the treasury was placed to the order ‘of the express agent in
Jackson, payable to him on delivery of the goods. He suc-

ceeded in getting them as far as Baltimore, and there they were

seized or stopped. This was in April.

When all arrangements were made for putting up ammuni-
tion. the Confederate government could not send me a person
that had ever seen a cartridge made, and I had to teach the
women how they were put up. The same was true of artillery
ammunition. The guns were cast in Richmond, Va., but the
carriages were made in Jackson. In making artillery harness
difticulty was experienced in procuring leather, and not one per-
son could he found in the State that had ever made a leather
horse collar, so dependent were the people of the South for most
of the manufactured articles in common use.

As for arms for the infantry and cavalry, we literally had none
fit for use. 'The fintlock muskets found in the arsenal at Baton
Rouge, 1 shipped from time to time to my merchant, Walter Cox,
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It showed a beggarly array of trash not unlike Pettus };slzﬁlltei;;
tion turned over for me to issue t()‘ his troops, to ambu
Yankees should they invade his territory. Ak
T must here, as a contribution to war hls:tory: lsay a eﬂanieg &
about the Governor’s grand .‘st-m'feg%/. _‘bevera- {,on;[r)lt tO. the
Mississippi troops crossed out of his .btate, Cim(f :erate i
front in Tennessee, and were received by the on e;h g
then with Gen. G. J. Pillow to hn](: Fheﬂ?nm:lzrtﬁ,;uzz : e
some offense a few of them were put 1o the g A e
j ir escape, and came to Jackson. The Governor, Wiley
]}’nfl(ilfzzz}alf-: and %n_\,’rself were in his office, when .t‘vI.ro lunt%;h:ézif%
men came in, and asked for his exc:‘-ellene}f. lan(; ot A
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to turn in their arms. Capt. Manlove came O e-lJl -(\.Uvemor e
it. He was informed that it was an order of t Le, 11 i l-i‘r; i
would have to be obeyed. Aft.er dinner he ?31 lu 1 3 Eoum -
what T would do if I were in his place. Ito (ﬂ 1?11}11“ e i
advise him, yet he could go home at once, n:llhﬁeiv()nhd mﬁ iuri',;
get on the night train, and i[ll th&lnz}};r)l\lfi C::: [ ;:; Lo i v
diction. He did this; but when he Govern s ]
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them, which he refused to t;l(). Capt. b\\ee m-l. cumnu1,iti()1;,
company in Vickshurg with four guns, hmlr:eb._ ::;ie;t S
complete for the field. He came over to bbfﬂ 11.: - .he - 'T‘@nnes-
taken. and in a few days after he was reportec S
see in fr f the enemy. And so very properly the army
e Y ;. by the troops themselves golng
Mississippi became less an(l‘iesa, e . 1 Stra 1z s fop Pl
quietly to the front or by his sending or lpaning t :
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tions on the Governor, except to point out how his ¥
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would have heen ruinous to the Confeder
permitted to invite the enem y
sissippi” to gratify his de

ate cause, had he been
to invade the “‘sacred soil of Mig-
sire to ambush them and kill them
with shotguns. This opportunity was afforded him in 1863.

By the latter part of August most of the Missi
were in the Contederate army
all the war mate
ly idle.

In October I made a visit home in Greenville, and one night

the servant came in with the mail. I opened the letters and read
them, but among them was a yellow envelope from Greenville
that 1 did not open, supposing it to be a bill, and turned my atten-
tion to the papers. When mother and sister rose to retire, Iopened
this envelope, and hehold! it was a dispatch from the President,
saying:  Will you accept an appointment of brigadier general ?
Answer.” And the question then was, what should Ido? Should
I raise a company of cavalry or accept this appointment? They
advised me to accept. Ten days after, I telegraphed the Presi-
dent aceepting the appointment. During that time I was in
Jackson closing my ordnance accounts. Why I did not accept
the appointment at once I cannot understand now, unless it was
S0 unexpected that I took time to reflect the matter over. T he
date of the appointment was October 23, 1861.
pointed a major of artillery in the regular army
eracy April 2, 1861.

ssippi troops
» and I had worked up and issued
rial that could he obtained, and was comparative-

I had heen ap-
of the Confed-




