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There is an incident connected with this last battle t?at I will
here relate, although it has been published in a magazine called
the Confederate Veteran. The Fedfaral army had crossed tﬁe
Rappahannock river and formed in line of battlf_e t()) attack the
Confederate army on the heights beyond. Maj. Pelham com-
manded a battery belonging to Stuart’s cavalry, Yaway on_our
right flank, in age a youth, in character a _he-ro. “ hen the Fed-
eral line commenced to advance, in full view of friends and-r"oe,
in the silence that often precedes a great battle, Pelhan%, with a
piece of artillery, dashed forward between the two armies, hal_t—
ed, a puff of smoke, a shell burst over the Federal line, and 11?
a moment the fire of twenty batteries centered on that lone gun;
and there, amidst shrieking shot and bursting shell,' flame anfl
smoke, that detachment of Frenchmen “"01'1(.ed Fheu’ gu:? ’an‘
stayed the battle near an hour, all the while singing the ** Mar-
seiflais,” which was now and then heard for a mm}‘lent, bo'rne:
by the fitful breeze, in the break of an almt?st cpntmuous roar
of artillery. France and glory evermore abides in the hearts (.)i
Frenchmen. Macaulay, in his lays of an.eient Rome, _te]ls in
song the story of Horatius and his two frlent:ls_defegdmg th(;
bridge over old Tiber against the hosts of Lars Por bBB&,‘&IlL
here is a deed of modern date that rivals that of old, and some
day it will be a theme of inspiration for a poet. A b}(l)y, onSi
oun, eight Frenchmen holding in check so long eighty thousan

L]

mglo'metime in November, I think it was, 1 received a dlt}p{itch
from the President to come over to Richmond. Qn call‘lng ‘at
the President’s house I found Gen. Lee there. The (rcn(?1‘al
asked me what was the least number of troops I woul.d requir e&
for a short time, to hold my line. Reﬂe:ct.lng awhile, IYS&I
about six thousand. His reply was: “‘That is reasonab].e.v “ ilen
you return order all above that numbel‘.to report _to Irlg: ' Z:ow
T write this as an illustration of the delicate consldera.’bmp (J‘en.
Lee had for the officers under him. .Hc cou}d have or'de)'ed fr }(:Hai
the department such troops as he desired, without seeing me, but
he was ever a gentleman, and considerate to every one. ‘

I have not the date, my papers hm"'ing' beeln tl\l}'ﬁnezlf OV(_‘,]_tt(()‘my
successor, but it was during the winter of 1862-63 t‘hawzzn.
Foster made a raid from New Berne ap to near Tal:bm_oj, N. C. 1,:
and as soon as I could ascertain his designs and objective poin
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I began to concentrate troops to meet him. T assembled about
eight thousand troops at Tarboro. Foster was at a village ahout
twelve miles distant. During the afternoon he marched on one
road toward Tarboro, and I moved on another to meet him, and
on the road that he was reported to be on.

we were near each other on different roads,
were made for battle.

When night came
and preparationg
In the morning Foster was far away on

his road to New Berne. It was cold, and snow covered the
ground, and pursuit was useless except by cavalry. There was
brought to me an old negro slave who was w
that night, and the following was his story:

ith Foster during

Well, master, I will tell you how it was. You see I was going from
Tarboro out on that road unbeknownst that the Yankees was there. Well,
for sure, some of dem Yankees on horseback cried, **Stop dar,’’ and asked
me, “Where you live, and where you goin’?” I told how it was, and
they said, “Come along, old man,’" and they took me to the ginneral. He

Wwas in a house sitting on a sofa, and he say

'S to me, “Are you from Tar-
boro?’* and I said, ¢ Yes, master: "’ and then he says, **Take a seat here.”

So I sot down just this way. He was on this side of me, and I was, as it
might be, on tother side of him. He looked kind to me, and says to me:
“You know we are friends of the colored people, and so you must tell me
de truth.” Then he says: ‘“Mose [for I had done told him my name],
Mose, are there many soldiers in Tarboro?” T told him there was in de
morning more men than I had ever seen in my life, and I tells him where
they went to. Then he asks me: *Mose, have they much cabalry??
““Cabalry? what you mean by dat?” * Have they many men on horses?
And I says: **Bless your soul, master, I neber have seen as many black-
birds in de cornfields as.dey have horses thar; everywhere you go you
see dem men on horses.” ‘“Have they many guns?’* ¢ Sure, ebery man
hab a gun.” “You don’t understand me, Mose,”” says he; ‘‘have they
many cannon on wheels?”” Then I ups and tells how when dem cannon
went out of town I sot on de ground on my knees in a joint of fence in a
cornfield on tother side de road and looks through de rails and counts
them, and dar war, for sure, just sixty-four of dem. Next he asked me
what ginnerals were there, and I told him T ain’t particlarly 'quainted with
dem, but that I had heard tell of Ginneral Martin there, who had but one
arm. Then, after thinking for some time, he called a man and told him
to take care of me and not let me get away. Soon they beat de drums and
blowed de horns, and they all got ready and was going back, and in the
big crowd 1 slips out, and, bless the Lord, I am home here with de ole
woman and children. ;

Whether Foster was influenced by the information he got from
old Mose, I know not, but such was the old negro’s story as he
related it to me the next day, as I remember it. -
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I am quite sure vandalism (especially stealing) commenced in
New Berne, for the pianos and furniture shipped from there
decorate to-day many a Northern home. At Hamilton most
of the dwellings had been entered, mirrors broken, furniture
smashed, doors torn from their hinges, and especially were the
feather beds emptied in the streets, spokes of carriage wheels
broken, and cows shot in the fields by the roadside, ete. It was
a pitiful sight to see the women and children in their destitute
condition. Alas! toward the end it was an everyday occurrence,
and the main object of small expeditions was to steal private
property.

Pretty early in December a lady correspondent, outside of
New Berne, informed me that it was reported that the troops in
the town were to move out and attack Wilmington, or destroy
the railroad to that place. I kept Gen. G. W. Smith, in Rich-
mond, whose command embraced the State of North Carolina,
advised of the information received, and he went through Pe-
tersburg, stopping to see me, and then went on to Goldshoro,
N. C., to await developments.

My diary says:

Left Petersburg December 15, in the evening train for Weldon.
From there ordered the horses and equipments by land road to Goldshoro.
Also, by command of Gen. G. W. Smith, I ordered Col. Martin’s regiment-
to Goldshoro. T left in Petershurg, awaiting transportation, the Missis-
sippi regiments and some of Daniel’s Brigade and Bradford’s Artillery.
Leaving Weldon, I proceeded to Goldsboro, and arrived there at 7:30 .21,
on the 16th, and took the train to Kinston. = Reached Mosely Hall about
10 A.3. Found Gen. Evans there. At this time there was heard heavy
firing at the Whitehall bridge over the Neuse river. The firing increas-
ing rapidly, I sent to Gen. Robertson Col. Burguin’s regiment, and Gen.
Pettigrew to take command if it should prove to be a determined attempt
to eross the river, which 1 doubted. This regiment did not reach there in
time to render any material assistance. The troops engaged were Leven-
thorpe’s Eleventh North Carolina, a part of Feribee’s and Evans’s Bri-
sades, Jordan's Thirty-First North Carolina, and two pieces of artillery. A
battery I sent did not reach there until the fight was over. In this affair
we lost about thirty killed and wounded. We had about five hundred men
engaged, and the enemy four regiments and fifteen pieces of artillery, and
their loss, from inferior position, must have been ahout one hundred.

Being satisfied that the attempt to cross or to put down a pontoon bridge
was frustrated, if seriously contemiplated. and that the objective point was
Goldshoro and the railroad bridge there, I ordered Col. Rodgers up from
Kinston, who had been there all day in possession of the town, and sent
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him and Evans' ' Lo 2
it e %:11113 ] Bl;gfltle t‘m wm.'rl to Goldshoro in haste, and informed Gen.
€ enemy was moving up the river; and made every effort to

iiir:;:hf,i;?st?e('?]d.Sb?m- Gen, Pe}tigrew moved with Burguin’'s and
s Whitehaugn;l‘e}fltb f.c:r that point, leaving a strong force and two
i o _'0. e rjrm.n that took Rodgers did not return until about
ey ‘,w i b soon afr:el m_th troops. Seeing them off, I started on horse-
vith _s,taﬁ and rode to Goldshoro, and reached there at 9 E '
ported to Gen. Smith. SIS
- f]‘he gu.al d tha,lt was left at Mosely Hall was directed to take an account
V\zf eot;or? burned there, and to save the rope and bagging.
regimljrl:t aﬂt;a;]ied .th-o? c!epot. near Bear Creek I there found Burguin’s
e down .L-ram. Tt brought me an order from Gen. Smith to
el hrid. 5 t)eliltso_u in comm(&nd of the troops at Whitehall and Spring
S h,c;rve -;)_ 01[]1 t-ht‘em. Gen. Martin was left in command at Mosely
Whi;;eha” Tl, mvce earned that the enemy left eighty men unburied at
Prireo : 1:9) rer_nmfed the wounded. Seventy stand of arms were
ollected. During this time Gen., Clingman, with his brigade, was S
right bank of the river. el
n'm‘;‘dhe[:e (‘J(:l Rodgers was ordered from Kinston [ directed that the com-
.1 of Wallace should proceed direct to Goldsboro from Greenville
and not stop at Kinston to support Col. Rodgers, as he had been ordere;i

" away.

tioin ctf)nst?quence of the move_men@ made, as has been stated, the condi-
of matters on the morning of the 17th, was as follows: Clingman
was over the river on the right bank with his brigade (Cautrel.]'s %hiw('*
and an‘s‘hal]’s regiments) and some artillery; Evans, with his bri' & le g b‘%
the Mississippi troops, in the town: R(x(lgél‘é. near lby- and Bm‘c':lr ltlinan’:?,
roule, nearat hand. When Ireached the town and 1'epo,rtecl to Gef ‘"m;iil
he fold me he had ordered, early in the morning, Gens. Evans ;Elll(ll (E‘li .
;nau to make an armed reconnoissance on the o:her side of the river ]i}ogt
acif:skr&izlliir;, Slf;)éé{g()\im t0 me, it never moved or got off until the enemy
P About 2:30 P.a. I was informed that the enemy was advancine on th
(:o]dsbloro hrjd‘ge (the railroad bridge over the Neuse), and the c:lnfon wérz
ilieird fm the.'d'lsitancﬂe. 3 Pettigrew started to join Clingman on the other
side of the river. Smith sent for me to come to his office. T remained
with him about an hour, urging forward troops. Gen. Smith then (w t
to the hotel for hig sword, coat, ete. When he returned I pi(-,}(ed u enf'
saber and said: “If you have no particular use for me here, I shall oruc]i) }
to t}}e field,” To this he replied: “Yery well.” : N
Riding down T overtook the Hon. W. Dortch, Confederate States S
tolr, and Gov. Z. Vance. They wished to show me some fords in the 1'iina:_
I IDUI’](! Pettigrew examining them also. T then galloped on for the ﬁeilll
and found Gen. Smith there. He had passed by while we were locatin :
t-}fe fords. On arriving on the field I found most of our troops in the éd g
of the woods. I moved them across the field to the railroad ‘Whi(;h ff-
.fm'dud some protection. The enemy were drawn up in line 01,1 some ris-
Ing ground somewhat obliquely to the railroad. Their right was aiaout
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seven hundred yards distant, and the left four hundred. There was really
but litele firing except artillery, and that was at the one gun we brought
on the field. Evans, on our left, ordered a charge over the open field
toward a battery. The regiment making the charge suffered considerably
from canister shot, and as soon as possible I recalled it. It soon became
dark, both lines maintaining their positions. Smith now came over to the
left, and called Evans, Pettigrew, and me, with Stevens, engineer, to con-
sult or counsel with him on the guestion of remaining or withdrawing.
All but Evans favored crossing back to camp.

The diary is too full of detail to quote. We recrossed be-
cause the weather was intensely cold, and the troops had no
blankets or provisions, and would be unfit for service if they
remained there. Next morning Foster was on his return to
New Berne. Had Smith seen to it that Evans had crossed
over, and with Clingman’s Brigade and his own moved as di-
rected, the bridge could not have been burned, as it was, by
a party of six men. Reports said Foster had eighteen thou-
sand men and eighteen pieces of artillery; we had nine thou-
sand, with nearly twenty pieces of artillery. The whole mat-.
ter was probably a demonstration in favor of Burnside at
Fredericksburg. Our troops were not properly handled at
Goldsboro.

From Goldshoro T returned to Petersburg on the 24th. On
January 5, 1863, 1 left Petersburg for Weldon on account of in-
formation of an apprehended attack on Wilmington. The next
day Gen. G. W. Smith arrived, and then went on to Goldsboro.
On the 16th I joined Gen. Smith at Goldsboro. Owing to in-
formation received on the 20th, I ordered Cook’s Brigade to near
South Washington, Ransom’s to Kenonsville, and Pettigrew’s
intermediate, to support either. In the evening Smith went to
Wilmington. On the 27th I received information that Gen.
Smith had been ordered to Richmond, and a dispatch came for
me from the War Department to repair to Goldsboro and as-
sume command of all the troops. On the 3d of February I re-
ceived orders to send reénforcements to Wilmington. I sent

Evans’s Brigade there. Orders also came to convene a court of
inquiry on Gen. Evans. On the 8th forces were sent from Wil-
mington to Charleston, and on the 18th I examined the works
around the city of Wilmington that I bad constructed a year
ago, and the next-day visited the forts, Fisher; Caswell, etc. I
returned to Petersburg on the 23d. Gen. D. H. Hill, having no
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t-roo_Ps, was put in command of those in North Caroli
me Southern Virginia.
street.

S na, leaving
ound in Petershurg Lieut. Gen. Long-

In the summer of 1862 an estimable clergyman came to me and
spoke O.f an opportunity of obtaining some supplies for t}
troops irf)m Norfolk. T helieved it feasible, and referred h;)e
to my chief quartermaster, Maj. J. B. Morz}n’r. It speedil lm
put m‘E() loperati{)n, and the plan was very S]'.Izlple. :En En{fliwlalb
man, living some miles from Suffolk, having charge of or bovirlj
ing an estate on which he lived, had permission toa pass the lineg
a} will, a'nd had a permit to purchase supplies for his Iaceb
Lnde_r 1;111§ permit he procured for the reverend oventlemanplaf é
supplies of sugar, coffee, clothes, shoes, nledici;es surgical ig
stru}nents, saddler’s tools, bacon, etc. One day a1; \Ve?do(n 151?
Hallfz_tx_, a trunk was sent to headquarters through this c-hzn;n{:all
containing some coffee and the most costly pair ;i boots I have
ever worn. The foot was calfskin and the tops of morocco, and
came above the knee. They were worn long after the war ,e ]?i(
ed. .\-Vh.o sent them I do not know. The ghiy trouble 1 zrtlw;
to this matter of obtaining supplies was to p]é-x,ce a rcspeeté;ble
and permanent guard that could be trusted, to let the hoats ia-nd

_ with the supplies.* Wt hen I went to Petershurg the ladies were

* Bv this arran
; By this arrangement my quartermaster, Maj. J. B. Moray, obtained
J?:LOB. suga.u', coffee, blankets, shoes, cloth, saddlers’ tools medical sup-
P 1351,: etc., in no small quantities. He also had hay and fodder baled l?v
f{e?‘t{:ng a hay press F-ht'ough the north counties of North Carolina to {Jalve
‘.11".; orage, al_]d obtain grain. On the arrival of Gens. D. H. Hill and Long-
st iet it terminated, for Longstreet took the teams e
The following letter from .
e g the Hon. James A. Sedden relates to this mat-
War DeEpARTMENT, C. S. A., |
Gen. 8, G. French, Com manding, Ete. RICH‘““ND’ Lebrua,ry e f
m(?;v:g’:gf a tiI ﬁlé?tvsoderiv}erl m_utl:]h satisfaction from your letter of the 12th
3 m gratified to see how fully you have realized and understand the
great needs of our army on the Rappaha ‘ i s
grea y a nnock for supplies of for
subsistence, and the difficulty of 1 i B e an]
g 3 3 meeting them. The scarcity in this S
is really great, and without distressi i G
3 ’ t listressing exactions from the 1
much consequent suffering, there i TR il T meon crand
l.ﬂig; Sl e g, € 18 no prospect of drawing any large sup-
ur great reliance must be on the lar 4 i i
,Our g e large produecing count; 3
L(";(_?[i?}_’!{])]ll%}!fﬂ:‘_]ﬁt gnfortnm;.tefy, t};;.: richest are in the h?%nds of 1(;3: xﬂfdﬁf?ﬁi
C : nemy. Great efforts must be made to draw 5 ;
forced or tempted from that quarter, an 6 Rt gt
hat quarter, and there ean be no better
ment of our forces in North Carolina than i g pnd S
t 0 ces in North C v than in protecting and aidi :
operations. Even illicit dealings with persons of clou%tful p(l)gil;}gnsugk
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somewhat “*slipshod,” for no ladies’ shoes, toothbrushes, pins,
needles, or materials for dresses were for sale. Through re-
spectable men “‘running the blockade,” I had the town supplied.
All that I required of these men was that they should bring a
few necessary articles for the government, then as much as they
wished for sale, but the invoice must be submitted to the quarter-
master to see if there were any other things useful for the army.

There was a large, tall woman named Johnston by whom
hundreds of letters, with money in them, were sent by soldiers
to their families in that part of Virginia, and in return she
brought letters to Confederate soldiers. I detailed an intelli-
gent man to read all letters going out and returning by the
blockade runners; all letters, too, going north by, or received
from, the flag of truce hoats were examined before being deliv-
ered to the persons addressed. Only a few of these letters were
referred to me. I never doubted Mrs. Johnston’s integrity, but
some of my staff endeavored to have me believe she was a spy
on both sides. She always told me the truth about the enemy,
for I could see it corroborated by the testimony of others. One
time she was gone about six weeks, then returned and said Gen.
Vielé had put a guard over her house in Norfolk and kept her a
prisoner. When some years afterwards I met Gen. Viel® in New
York he told me he could do nothing with her, she defied him,
and he kept her at home that while, She gave him no truthful
information, but was faithful in her reports to us.

There was a girl living in Norfolk that wanted to cross the
lines and go to Richmond. Three prominent citizens, separate-
ly, informed me that she was a spy. Gen. J. J. Pettigrew, on
the Blackwater, received like information, and asked me for in-
struetions. Iwrote: ““ Let her come, but send an officer to watch
her.” She arrived by train, in company with a ‘‘roach-backed ™
looking woman with a child in her arms, and went to the hotel.
I directed the city marshal to arrest her if she attempt to leave
for Richmond, and he arrested her at the Richmond depot the
next morning and brought her to me. She swore she was a true

mercenary natures, might be encouraged to the extent of procuring sup-
plies, particularly of meat. But with the clear views and convictions you
lLave on this whole subject it is unnecessary to urge the adoption of spe-
cial means. You will, T doubt not, adopt all that can be made available,
and in so doing you will have the sanction of the department.

Very truly yours, JAMES A. SEDDON, Seeretary of War.
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woman to the Contederacy, that she had a brother in the
1ce. I asked her how she left Suffolk. She declar e
t;he Federal lines with the woman now with her
h:.r two persons, that she brought the woman :
with her ]'est the woman should be im
over thc line of pmkejts, etc. Then I read to her several letters
m-i(nnnng me ““Fannie Cooper left this mornine in a capri

with a Yankee officer to 2o to Richmond.” Sh: denie((iali;lz%e
I. told .her shc .would have to go to Salishury a prisoner until I
(,()}11(1 Inquire into her case further. She begoed not t be i

Prlsoned there, so I sent her hack to G-en. i:’f‘;a e
Ing on the Blackwater, to have her sent back to her home. N

d}n‘mg the siege of Suffolk, many persons told me th;it “{1;:,’
(h.( [ go out of Suffolk in the carriage with an - officer,” .etc b’Ine
1'8()6 she wrote me a letter declaring all T heard ab()l’It 'helt '\Va-.'f
ia]se, and Wisbing me all sorts of had things. Allinall it W()‘Jl(?

ave been an interesting case for Sherlock Holmes, .

Petersburg was under martial law, and to keep the city in peac
and order was no small task. Men who were regarded l'e"p)e te
able would sell liquor to the soldiers. To ﬁng the oﬁ'ezid;:
was l'zseless. To end it, the suggestion was made that a courtb
martial should condemn the next offender to have his head shaveci
and wear a **barrel shirt,” and be marched through the city twd
hours every day for ten days. That ended selline :’hiskv YH()\V
would a dude look with his head shaved and prc;:f’:rudin ht.hrm ch
a hole in the head of a barrel? Would the sun affe%t his 1;;1—
tellect? The doctors reported that no ordinary person 4;'(mld
endure it, so I remitted a part of the sentence.

One day the provost marshal arrested a blockade runner for
not obeying his instructions, His goods were placed iﬁ a rented
store, qml J. A. Shingleur, of Cnlﬁrnlms, Ga., and Sidney La-
nier, of my signal corps, were detailed to sell them. The IT;UHE;
was deposited in bank to my order. After the war was ende"z{
I gave the owner the funds. I haveoften wondered if that ¢ uiét
gentle soldier-poet remembered his experience as a mercha‘nt il;
Petersburg? Often he and a friend would come to my quarters
and pass the evening with us, where the ““alarums of war” weJr;a
lost -iul the soft notes of their flutes, for Lanier was én excellent
musician, I believe his cantata was sung at the opening of the
World’s Exposition held in Philadelphia in 1876.

serv-
ed she passed
who had a pass
and child along
prisoned for aiding her

ttigrew, command-
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Another duty was the exchange of prisoners on arrival at City
Point of the flag of truce steamer. Our men were Se]:lt out tt(;1 a
camp [ had, and thence to t-heir-commands. I nevler W EIm;'t;) oi
flag of truce boat in all this while but once, and then I dic 11 :
2o aboard of her. I dismounted and took a seat on a h()x.' . :
was quiet. The staging from the main deck rest-ed.on th(-) ;\-hall :
On this deck, by the staging, were posted two solch%rs. w1;; 18 zzl Ln?
aground. On the upper deck were three or four Ll?lte( : ail et
soldiers. Their clothing was clean, neat, and new, and they
wore unsoiled white cotton gloves. The wharf was guarded ll.).):
a lone Confederate soldier. On his head was a straw hat, : nlb
raiment was butternut in color, his s];oe;-s were low:»'~q};fmrte1 ec,,1
his hair and beard long. In countenance he was dlgl]lhetl., a{n{
his eve bright. To proteet himself from the cold north. V\\'ll](_ ,] ft
brown blanket was tied, or pinned, in front a-rqund his I;GC-}x,
and as he turned to the north, pacing to and fro in fron; 0 tl;e
stage, his blanket would swing now east, now west, mi ; 1{{:1& én_
turning wrap him in its folds. H.e heeded_not thg 1182'1- © A =
emy on the steamer, but walked his post with the conscious cor .
viction that he was their peer in every walk of life. None o

i i rer raili zing down on him
the soldiers leaning over the railing and' ]OOleﬁg e
were commenting on his garb, or laughing at im. %11 . %
e i Sti rast y o a
taught them to respect him. Still the contrast in clothing ar
B ;
comfort was marked.

CHAPTER XII.

Telegram from Secretary of War—Go to Richmond—Deelined Going to
Vicksburg—Gen. Longstreet—He Starts for Suffolk—Suffolk—Capture
of a Fort and Garrison—No Report Made of the Capture—Statement of
Lieut. George Reese—Longstreet Ordered to Join Lee—Dispatches—
Battle of Chancellorsville—Withdraw from Suffolk—An Impertinent
Note—Court of Inquiry Asked for and Retused—Possible Result Had
Longstreet Obeyed Orders— 7 Dispatches to Longstreet—Orders to
Report to Gen. Johnston,

( )N March 1, 1863, I received a telegram from the Secretary

of War stating that he wished to see me in regard to a
change of service. The day following I called at the office of
the Secretary, Hon. J. A. Seddon, and he expressed a desire that
I would go to the city of Vicksburg to assist in the defense of
that place. I did not give my assent, preferring to consider the
matter. On the 3d I rode around the line of defensive works
that I had constructed around Petershurg with (Gen. Longstreet,
and did not get back until 3 p. .

I have already stated that on my return from Wilmington on
the 23d of February, 1863, I found Gen. Longstreet in Peters-
burg in command of the divisions of Gens. Hood and Pickett.
The main object of his coming was to provision his troops and
forage his animals (until active service com menced requiring him
to join Gen. Lee or otherwise) from the supplies in the adjoin-
ing counties of Virginia and the counties of North Carolina in
the northeastern portion of the State, and he in readiness to join
Gen. Lee promptly, which he said was arranged before he left
Fredericksburg. (See Longstreet’s ¢ Memoirs,” page 329.)

That the trains might move in safety, it was necessary to con-
fine the Federal forces in the works around Suffolk and Norfolk.
Accordingly about the middle of April Longstreet moved with
his two divisions and one of mine on Suffolk. The approach of
our troops was not discovered until the advance was in open
view of the defenses around the city. Their pickets were quiet-
ly captured, and the lookout sentinel in an observatory on a
platform in the top of a large pine tree in front of the city
might have heen captured also had it not heen for the desire of




