CHAPTER XIII.

Leave Petershurg for Jackson, Miss.—Visit Home—My Division Composed
of the Brigades of Gens, Maxey, Evans, and McNair—Extraordinary
Correspondence between Gen. Johnston and President Davis—Move-
ments to Attack Grant at Vicksburg—Fall of Vicksburg—Retreat to
Jackson —Siege of Jackson—Visit Home—Negro Troops Surround the
House—Narrow Escape—Vandalism—Johnston Takes Command of the
Army of Tennessee—Polk in Command of Army of Mississippi—A Court
of Inquiry That Was Not Held—My Division at Meridian—President
Davis—Jackson Burned—Sherman’s Advance on Meridian—Ordered to
Mobile—Polk Crossing Tombigbee River—He Is Slow to Move—Go to
Demopolis—Mr. Founier—Sent to Lauderdale—Tuscaloosa—Monteval-
lo—Reach Rome—Fight at Rome—dJoin Gen. Johnston at Cassville.

N Wednesday, June 3, 1863, I started in accordance with

orders from Petersburg to report to Gen. J. E. Johnston
in Mississippi. I arrived in Jackson on the 10th. Next day
reported for duty; but as I had not been home since I joined the
army, and the service was not pressing, got permission to vis-
it my family. I went by stage to Yazoo City, and by chance
met my neighbor, F. A. Metcalf, there, and together we crossed
the Yazoo bottoms. Riding'horseback, sixty-five miles the last
day, I reached my home on Deer Creek at 11 p.v., and found my
mother, sister, and little daughter, aged nearly eight years, all
well. I remained at home Monday, the 15th, and started back
on the 16th. Before I reached home Mr. Bowie, my agent, had
gone to Georgia with seventy-eight of my negro servants, leav-
ing twenty-five here to cultivate a corn crop: I joined my di-
vision, composed of the brigades of Gens, Maxey, McNair, and
Evans, on the 24th, encamped at Mrs. Carraway’s, in Madison
County, near Livingston; put Gen. Evans in arrest by order
of Gen. Johnston. I was in camp the 25th and the two days
following.

Before proceeding any further in reference to military matters
in Mississippi, I will give some rich correspondence that took
place between Gen. Johnston and President Davis and which I
knew nothing about until months after it occurred. Here itis.
(See page 195, War Records, Serial 36.)

JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON.
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CANTON, Miss., June 9, 1863. 1
Via Montgomery, June 10. |

His Excellency, President Davis.

It has been suggested to me that the troops in this department are very
hostile to officers of Northern birth, and that on that account Maj. Gen.
French’s arrival will weaken instead of strengthening us. I beg you to
consider that all the general officers of Northern birth are on duty in this
department. There is now a want of major generals (discipline). It is
important to avoid any cause of further discontent. J. E. JorNsTox.

THE ANSWER.

Ricemonp, Va., June 11, 1863
Gen. J. E. Johnston.

Your dispatch received. Those who suggest that the arrival of Gen,
French will produce discontent among the troops because of his Northern
birth are not probably aware that he is a citizen of Mississippi, was a
wealthy planter until the Yankees robhed him; and, before the Confeder-
ate States had an army, was the chief of ordnante and artillery in the force
Mississippi raised to maintain her right of secession. As soon as Missis-
sippi could spare hi:n he was appointed a brigadier general in the Provi-
sional Army of the Confederate States, and has frequently been before the
enemy where he was the senior officer. If malignity should undermine
him, as it had another, you are authorized to notify him of the fact and to
relieve him, communicating it to me by telegram.

Surprised by your remark as to the general officers of Northern birth, I
turned to the register, and find that a large majority of the number are
elsewhere than in the Department of Mississippi and eastern Louisiana,

JEFFERSON Davis.

Men of Northern birth who held high rank in the Confedera-
cy: Samuel Cooper, general, New Jersey; Josiah Gorgas, chief
of ordnance, Pennsylvania; John C. Pemberton, general, Penn-
sylvania; Charles Clark, general and Governor of Mississippi,
Ohio; Daniel Ruggles, general, Massachusetts; Walter II. Stey-
ens, general, New York; Julius A. DeLagnel, New J. ersey; John
R. Cooke, general, Missouri; R. S. Ripley, general, Ohio;
Hoffman Stevens, general, Connecticut; Samuel G. French, gen-
eral, New Jersey; Bushrod R. Johnson, general, Ohio; James
L. Alcorn, general, Illinois (was Governor and United States
Senator); Danville Leadbetter, general, Maine; Archibald Gra-
«cie, general, New York; William McComb, general, Pennsylva-
nia; Otho French Strahl, general, Ohio; Daniel M. Frost, gen-
eral, New York; Albert . Blanchard, general, Massachusetts;
Johnson K. Duncan, general, Pennsylvania; Albert Pike, gen-
eral, Massachusetts; Daniel H. Reynolds, general, Ohio; Ed-
ward Aylesworth Perry, general, Massachusetts; Francis A.
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Shoup, general, Indiana; Martin L. Smith, general, New York;
Franklin Gardner, general, New York. ' St i
A brief sketch of these men was published in the Atlan
Constitution by Prof. J. T. Derry. The nu.mber is twentj—alxé,l
and twelve of them were educated at West Point. T-hey be]lev}el
in the right of States to secede, and, ov.ving allegiance t(.)‘tl e
States where they lived or wished to reside, they cast their lot

with the South.

July 1, 1863. Moved to some springs on the Vernon and Brownsville
1‘022 ‘ Moved at 4 A.3r.; marched through Brownsville. I slept under a
-l i but have an abandoned house to-night. :
: egéli.dm}{rgflge}: i;ver to meet Gen. Johnston. There were present Gen }?.. Loill;
ing, W. H. T. Walker, Jackson, and myself. It there be a.nyﬁur:ie t 1:1580!1
this part of the country more difficult than all othgrs, it is to n‘ a p‘;nt 'm
who knows the roads ten miles from his hoxlne. Nine hour-s ‘*:vem S-E.s elct.
vainly attempting to get accurate information from the mﬁf:ens Lntr];)r =
ing the roads and streams. But little conl'd be learned of t_ _g (fou 300[]-

either side of the Big Black that was satisfactory, because it was 80
G aJd 111(1?? - Anniversary of a declaration that was read eight}-’zsevgn ysg;‘i
ago, and which awakened a benighted wor_ld .to the fs_mt .t}}at m;?f .\\ ;sbur
wit-ﬁ certain inalienable rights. All wasstillin th::: d_lrec.tlon oB mﬂf s ;I;S
What does it portend? No firing there yet, i}.‘l‘ld it is 12‘ \1 i -ut vecame
always something to mar one's pleasure or disturb ]'ugs lesn-, or nozhe e
the news that the enemy had crossed Messenger's Ferry, on t g
B}Z[tﬂl;: Remained in camp. Some skirmishing on the B‘ig Bl-ac-k. .'111‘:12
order of Gen. Johnston to cross the Big Black and attack Grrs?;ut s{new ns
was issued. 1 soon after received news of the surrender of Vi{j}is.)urg, sms
it was determined to fall back toward J(z;cksfo:?;. E‘r:a;tlemy s camp
1 ab hree miles on the other side of the s (e =
exg;rlll(,l 3'1210\:1 Eiitvision in advance. Moved by Queen’s Hill _Chllrf:h tcf) slemc;
ponds near Clinton. The day was very hot and the.dust simply awful.
took breakiast with J. E. Davis, brother of the Prem‘de_nb. ) ‘1.. ' »
8th. We reached Jackson yesterday ai.: 2 PO hnemy. at (, m}j:]n. o
rode around with Gen. Johnston to examine the line. It is miserably
half completed. e
cazfgfn’(]}_‘}gzbni;-ning Ipwas awakened at 2 A.M. to take my division to the
5 elltilo;;}}lx{.}& All day there has been heavy ﬁghFing. : In front of Gen. Evans
the enemy has got so near that they render it difficult t{.}l_man l-he_guns% s
11th. The order of the divisions of the army that encircle J‘aci\'snn. 1;);1:1

the river above the city to the river below,'is as follo\fs, b_egmzlmg on ceg
right: Loring, Walker, French, and Breck_lm'ldge. hghtu.)g m[i?:e;xt .
early this morning, and the firing was rapid all along the line. out
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A.M. we drove the enemy from their lines and burned a number of houses
that they occupied.

From now on to the 16th the usual oceurrences of cannonad-
ing, dismounting pieces, fighting all the time, continued. Cot-
ton bales were set on fire that were used for breastworks, flags
of truce to bury the dead passed, shells are falling all over the
town. The Governor of the State, Pettus, is in the city about
the capitol. He goes over the river at night to prevent heing
captured. He believes the main object of the expedition is to
capture /im. Well, he has his early wishes gratified. The
Yankees have set their feet on the sacred soil of his domain!
Where are his double-barrel shotguns to ambuscade the Yan-
kees?

16th. Metat Gen. Johnston's to consider the order of evacuating the
town. At 10 P troops were withdrawn from the trenches, and'at 1 A.ar.
the advanced skirmishers. We reached Brandon at 8 4.1 Two of Evans’s
men were left, accidentally, on the skirmish line with some amateur sol-

diers, and in the morning when they awoke they found themselves alone,
The enemy did not discover our departure until late.

While in camp near Brandon I was taken sick with remittent,
fever, and was granted a leave of absence and left for Colum-
bus, Ga., and made my home with Judge G. E. Thomas. When
my leave was out I received a dispatch from Gen. J. E. John-
ston to remain in Columbus, as I would be required as a witness
for him before a Court of Inquiry to be held in Atlanta.

I remained in Columbus and at the Warm Springs most of the
month of September, and then went to Enterprise, Miss.

October 19. Received a dispatch to move to Meridian, prepared to take

the field. Found the President at the hotel, and had an interview with
him alone.

November 7. Moved my command to Meridian.

14th. Started to make a visit to my family at my home in Washing-

ton County. I took with me Lieut. James R. Yerger, one of my aids, and
Levi, one of my servants.

16th. We left Canton with two cavalrymen as a guard; crossed the

Yazoo at Yazoo City. About sunset we reached Col. Fall’s plantation, on
Deer Creek. The enemy had passed there the day previous.
the ereek at Judge Ruck’s plantation (Judge Ruck is my aid’
we met an old negro man leading a pony over the bridge.

knew the old man, and asked what he was doin
the Yankee

Crossing
s grandfather),
Lieut. Yerger

g with the pony. Hesaid
s were on the creek about three miles below my house, and he was

saving his pony. In the dark we were not recognized by the old servant.
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But for meeting this old servant we should have ridden into sheo(;l&]\l:g :;
3 k After a while we recrossed the creek and rode e
e 9‘33-‘_ called him up, and slept in his parlor. I?[.e confirme rk :
— ’Y‘argt‘3 . Strent about the Yankees being on the other side of the ézrfaedé
;leggortoascif; ﬁ]fncoﬁee or something else (think it was the latter), and 10
o i1l w t opposife my house. =
Unlltlﬁstilt?ec;gs}? ‘;Gfl lll\Tg:ei;:’l)mP llndian summer: the sky ha.zy., anclI] ia];:fls; (1); si
sleepiness rested over the landscape. Seeing & Crow 1estmIgf e U
Ii ? t eatepost, T dismounted and crossed to my hom'e. L
S e i dpmy’little Tillie all well. They were surprlse.d and delig -
:'):;-si‘,les-ts;, ;:d then they were frightened also. They said the Yankees w
ile oF bW s, and two miles below us. '
> );1011?1 OI‘I‘&‘;f;tal;O‘}f;gf%lgnma]e slave on the upper gallery tf)dw uIt';:(:iht ]:1;::
roads, and especially to reportif an ‘1 dtl;ui; gl:tstlilfzse(} ;r; tlsxf]z 1‘ :)gre ?oo iy
tent for the day. However 1th 5 b e ens i
:Il-ziailfa?tnmy being at home wogld;ue mageel::z:;{nt,osg rI1 :):g (}13)1 ::-1 ;1;:;131 i
he door at 5 P.M. to ride down the cre ; 3 e
{;;::)?vi.ma?)ﬁ the family to come down next day FD Wh%lr el ng.sa%i:;g e
i{n lored not to go, but I resisted entreaties. e rode sy
it to Metcalf’s house. My servant knocked at the door S
P]E‘mtat_ﬂon i onse. Mrs. Metcalf came out by a side door and exclm-me f
C_e“'e{i 71;0 leE?.}}:l) ’Oli must not cross the creek. Look at the camp 'ﬁxes ii
lrlh(g?z'ml::(?scjl}ls}t in front of you!” I asked for Mr. Metcalf, and was to

€ d gen wa he ne atcning
he ha.dfe]i() he woods IllSa ent was on fe e W 1 for “le

«Yanks.” It was now quite dark. Notwi‘chstapdin glail t}::i ﬁgvlf:];e\:‘;
forded the creek and I went forward to recounmtez;.f tﬁ: e P )
so. it being late, we went into the woods and rested for g .‘Ve %
bﬂ.;lst V%fe mounted our horses and rode out to reconnmte; i
Mr M'etcalf. I learned that two white Yankee ni’ﬁc':erst andf?eroiplef} .
L-olén'ed soldiers surrounded my house abouf ten minutes a ey
;0 as ‘v.ve were crossing the field east, this company wtas: in the S
i up from the south. The negroes surrounded the dw el]m%:ha'u: e
lf?cirspentered to capture me, They were told I‘ had lef}}1 v E:rs],dlet oot
satisfy them. My sister took a light and went with onle o - ey
:earch all the rooms and closets upst:la(iirs. Th.ent :};ﬁ;zﬂmﬁ ::) e
ver insi that he should go up into t _

f;iIzSI\:\fe;se :n?;fi;l;’::te‘:{e declined, saying it was an unplea.‘sa,nt tcli}l;bfj; Elr:i
: 3 : t to perform, and apologized for the trouble he had gl‘ver;ﬁ b
'Wiw se\f{;hen my sister returned to the sitting room the other o cer :
;1:\ United States army uniform coat in his hand. He told her it wa

ke i She replied: 1
i d as such he would take it. ;
< Cniaigns B and to relieve your conscience from re-

ou are going to steal it, : 1 : .
lr(:i)?:e}i will giie you the coat. It ismy brother’s, but he would scorn

wear it with those badges on it.”” .He declined to accfeptl f1t, bi::t aifaz dcc:;-‘

: d article he would take it. She then asked him i ??1‘11-1?; .

: g;k;?ivere the property of the individual, and he answe}'ed. < s amceed.

é report of my visit to the commancﬁ_\in'g o.ﬁicer." Rm:;;g wais?nﬂms o
ings the * First Colored Native Mississippi Cavalry ' stol
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a horse, all we had on the place. And I will here remark that my dear
friend (clagsmate and roommate at West Point), Gen. Fred Steele, had
in the spring carried off thirty-five fine mules for the benefit of the United
States. He sincerely apologized to my mother for this act, but it was an
order of Gen. Grant’s that he had to execute. But more of this anon:

November 22. This is my birthday. After I learned that the blacks

¢ame so near capturing me I determined to let mother know that T was
not captured, so I went back home and took breakfast with them. Bid-
ding them good-by, I tried to console them, but it was with a bitter heart
that I left them alone without a horse to send a servant in case of any ne-
cessity. During the night we saw a fire down the creek, and when I got
back to where I left my aid I learned that the enemy set fire to Judge Shall
Yerger’s house while the family were asleep, and they barely escaped
alive. The Yankees, colored ones, being mainly on the right bank, we
traveled down the left, in the rear of the plantations, to Bogue Phalia.
Away out in this wilderness of woods, at Dr. Harper's, we were treated to
a bottle of champagne. We drank it on the banks of that meandering
stream out of tin cups: it was good all the same. We went on to Mr.
Heathman’s, on Indian Bayou, to stay all night. My two gnards, innocent-
ly going up Deer Creek, rode into a camp of negro troops and were fired
at in the dark, and fled to this place. As we rode up to the house the two
soldiers eame out with their carbines, but Mr. Heathman (a feather bed
ranger) jumped out the window and hid bhack in the rear, and no calling
induced him to come back. About twelve o'clock at night he came up,

peeped in the window, saw we were not Yankees, and came in. But his

supper had vanished.

25th. I arrived at Jackson, or where Jackson once was, and found it
in ruins; it having been burned down by ‘ childlike and bland ** Sherman.
Now Lfirst heard of the defeat of Bragg at Missionary Ridge yesterday, No-
vember 25, and felt very gloomy.

December 6. T received orders to move the brigades of Ector and Me-
Nair to Brandon with the batteries. Capt. C. D. Myers left to-night. He
is a gentleman and a good officer. Tis home is in Wilmington, N. C.

13th. Gen. Johnston arrived vesterday. Gen. J. R.
in camp with me Friday and Saturday.

14th. Capt. J. M. Baldwin left this morning for Columbus, Ga., taking
with him my servant, John Sharp. He is not in the service now, and goes
there as my agent to care for my servants taken out there.

17th to 22d. Gen. Johnston ordered to the command of the Army of
Tennessee. Lieut. Gen. Polk in command of this department now. To-
morrow Gen. Johnston will leave for the Army of Tennessee, much to my
regret. ‘

December 24.
would start for Enterprise al once, and we rode down to the depot togeth-
er. The cars had left, and he took a locomotive and started after the
train. During the ride he said he wished me t0 go to Jackson and put the
railroad and the bridges in repair. In the afternoon we drove to Jack-

son. At Mrs. Ruck’s we had tablean and charades. Women are never

Lidell remained

This morning Gen. Polk sent for me and told me that he




