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after the usual salutations of the day, said to the Judge: I have
some debts to pay, and I wish You would hand me the small
amount you owe me.” ““Sir,” gaid the J udge, “have you the
andacity to ask me to pay my debts while your own are unpaid ?
Go and pay your debts first, then you can with propriety ask me
to pay mine,” and left him to analyze the sophistry of his advice.
When Gen. Frederick Steele was sent to Deer Creek by Gen.
Grant to destroy all mills that could supply the garrison in Vicks-
burg with flour, and bring away the live stock, he reached J udge
Shall Yerger’s ahout noon, and he and his staff were invited to
dine with them. Steele gave positive orders only to break the
machinery of the grain mill, and to burn nothing. While they
were at dinner a servant woman rushed into the dining room and
exclaimed: ‘O missus, the ginhouse is on fire.” Mrs, Yerger
rose from her seat in great excitement, but the Judge said in the
most quiet manner: *‘Sit down, my dear, sit down; Gen. Steele’s
troops are doing this complimentary to us for the hospitality
shown him.” Gen. Steele left the t

able, and in every way tried
to discover who set the building on fire, and failed. Steele was
a gentleman always,

31st. This morning it was springlike, but after a while far distant
thunder was heard. Nearer and nearer it came, until at last the storm
burst on us in all its fury. The rain was violent, accompanied with hail-
stones as large as hen's eges.  Next, the wind veered around to the north-
west, and it became very cold and snow fell. After dark two men brought
to the office a benevolent man from Connecticut, a prisoner, and some pa-
pers that were found on his person.  From these I discovered that he was
cultivating some plantations in cotton on the banks of the Mississippi, near
Red River. That he had permits from the Freedmen’s Bureau to visit his
plantation between certain gunboat stations at will, etc.
gued, doing the work of a Christian in eultiv
bringing wealth out of the earth, giving employment to the idle, in mak-
ing the slaves work, etc. I asked him whose place he was on, or made his
home. He told me. T inquired if the owner was on the plantation. He
replied in the affirmative. To another question he said that he oceupied
the dwelling and the proprietor the overseer’s house, and then gave the
details of working the crop and dividing the same. I did not agree with
him, and told the guard, who had heard all, to put him in the guardhouse
in the fown. They wished to carry him to camp. T would not permit if.
Next day I sent him to Gen. Polk. He was no doubt a charitable man, for
he had left his New England home, and was kindly cultivating these plan-
tations to prevent them from growing up in weeds and briers, but there
were some facis that upset his theory of philanthropy.

He was, he ar-
ating abandoned lands,
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January 1, 1864. It is very cold, and the ground is frozen hard. I

dined at Mr. Proctor’s. Among the guests were Drs. Langley and Thorn-
ton, Capt. Smith, and Mr. Whitfield. -
" 7th. Received orders to move my command to Meridian. For want of
transportation, troops were not sent until the 9th. On the 10th, when I
left Brandon, people were sliding, and some skating, on the pond near the
depot. lce two inches thick. During the remainder of January there is
nothing in my diary worth recording here.

February 1. This morning I was directed to hold my division in readi-
ness to move to Jackson. On the evening of the 2d I was sent for by Gen.
Polk and told to move as soon as possible. I reached Jackson at b p.M. o
the 4th. I found Gen. S. D. Lee about sixteen miles in front of Jackson
skirmishing with the enemy, who were advancing on Jackson under Sher-
man. Telegraphed Gen. Polk that the enemy, 25,000 strong, was advan-
cing, and their destination, Meridian. Also wrote him to the same effect.
I had now in Jackson only 2,200 men, and I had no artillery horses, no wag-
ons, no ambulances.

5th. In constant communication with Gen. S. D. Lee and Gen. Loring.

I informed the latter that the enemy would be in Jackson before he could
get here. So Loring went to Madison Station, and said he would cross the
Pearl river at Culley’s Ferry. All stores were now sent to Meridian, and
stores from Brandon were ordered to be sent early. The enemy pressed
Lee hard. By every telegram Lee said he wished to swing to the left and
not cross the river, and remain west of the Pearl.

I telegraphed Gen. Forrest the strength and position of the enemy. In
the evening T received a dispatch from Polk to continue labor on the rail-
road. Indiscreet order to execute to-day, and I will postponeit. Af4FP.M.
I crossed the river and started the troops for Brandon, hastened the load-
ing of the trains, and then myself and staff returned to the'city. I found
the Federal troops in possession of the western part of the town, so we
turned round and had a race with their troops for the bridge (a pontoon
bridge) and ordered it taken up. As the end was being cut loose one of
Gen. Lee's staff officers (his doctor) sprung his horse on the bridge and
eried out that Lee’s force was in the city and would have to cross here.
Replaced it. At this moment the enemy lined the high bank and opened
fire on us. We soon threw some of the plank into the river and knocked

- the bottoms out of the boats. Lee got out of the city by the Canton road.
Under fire of their batteries, in the dark, the infantry marched for Bran-
don. Maj. Storrs, my chief of artillery, a most gallant man, was left be-
hind to get his horses out of the cars and bring on the guns, which he did
under fire of the enemy. I left a squadron of cavalry to watch the ene-
my at the crossing. Next day I moved on toward Barrett’s mills.

On my arrival in Jackson I telegraphed Lee that I would join him, and
also sent to him my aid, Yerger, with the message that I would join him
and risk a battle if he advised it. He thought it hot proper to do so con-
sidering Loring had declined to give battle. On the 7th, moved on and
encamped near Morton. I found Loring here with his division.

8th. This morning Loring placed the whole force present at my com-
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the milkmaid had drawn tribute from the cows, and the coffee-
pot was steaming on the hearth, and the light rolls were hot by
the fire, and the plump, fine capon, with sides well lined with
fat, was broiling on the coals, sending a savory odor through
the apartments, the Bishop would arise, his face radiant with
joy. He was a valiant trencherman, but when the repast was
over he threw aside the surplice. The priest became a warrior
when he girded on his saber, and sallied forth a paladin in the
strife.

During all the long retreat from Jackson to this place we have done but

little fighting with the infantry. It has nearly all been done by the caval-
ry and artillery. :
18th. Moved to Demopolis and encamped there. It is very cold and
snow is falling. Mr. Fournier gave me rooms at his house. He came to
Demopolis with Gen. Le Febre, who came to the United States after the
abdication of Napoleon. I received letters from home. 3

21st. Went to Judge Dixon’s, a neighbor of mine, and we attended di-
vine service at the Episcopal Church. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Wilmer
preached an eloquent sermon. The congregation is under the charge of
Mr. Beckwith, who formerly resided on Deer Creek and was acquainted
with my family. [He was afterwards Bishop of Georgia.]

96th. Left on a ten days’ leave of absence to visit Columbus, Ga. On
the cars were Gens. Hardee, Loring, Withers, and Walthall. On arrival
in Columbus 1 went to Gen. A. Abercrombie’s in Russell County, Ala.;
remained there till Monday morning, and arrived in Demopolis on the
11th of March; remained in camp there until the 31st, when I started for
Lauderdale with my division. In Demopolis I met many agreeable fami-
lies. Among them were Mr. Lyons, Fournier, Glovers, Thornton, Light-
foot, Inges, Sheadwicks, and others. Iremained at Lauderdale, Miss., un-
til the 20th of April, when I received orders to move to Tuscaloosa. En
route I passed through Gainesville, and entered Tuscaloosa on the 26th. I
reviewed the troops one morning for Gen. Hodge, and the same day I re-
viewed the cadets at the University of Alabama. Among the pleasant peo-
ple I met in Tuscaloosa were W. S. and C. M. Foster, Misses Annie Fiquet,

" Belle Woodruft, Cassady, Edden, Searcy, and others. I called to seed. E.
Dayvis, brother of the President.

On the 4th of May Gen. Polk was ordered by Adj. Gen. Cooper, also by
Gen. Johnston, to move Gen. Loring and all available force to Rome. A
consequence of these orders was that I, being at Tuscaloosa, Ala., received
from Polk, at Demopolis, at 9 A.M. on the 5th, orders to halt Sears’s bri-
gade, then near Selma, and send it to Montevallo, a station on the rail-
road to Rome, and concentrate my division at Montevallo.

At the time this order was received Cockrell’s Brigade was
partly away up in North Alabama in the counties of Marion,

LEONIDAS POLK.
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Walker, ete., by order of Gen. Polk. Ector’s Brigade was with
me in Tuscaloosa, and Sears’s north of Selma. Immediately or-
ders were given to concentrate, as may be found in * War Rec-
ords,” Vol. 38, Part IV -, and in this volume will be found many’
orders and letters pertaining to this movement. :

Gen. Sears’s Brigade, on May 5, was nearer Rome than Lor-
ing at Demopolis, and was at Montevallo on the 9th when Gen.
Polk arrived there, and could have been. sent with him to Resaca
had transportation been provided. My diary records these vex-
atious delays, and that the superintendent of the railroad re-
ceived no orders to move my division until Tuesday, the 10th,
and that he was to have the cars there on Thursday, the 12th.
Polk’s administrative ability was not largely developed so as to
an’ticipate the plainest necessity for coming events if he were ac-
countable for these deiays and others,

May 7. We left Tuscaloosa for Montevallo. I found there the brigade
of Mississippians, commanded by Gen. Sears, that is to form a part of my
division.  On the 9t Gen. Polk arrived. He directed that five days’ rations
be cooked at once, and that Sears’s Brigade should leave that afternoon for
Blue Mountain by railroad. How easy it is to talk ahout such things!
There was no meal at the commissary’s and no cars for the troops.

10th. No trains yet: raining hard; Ector’s Brigade arrived. Sent all
the artillery horses by wagon road.

11th. Rain, rain, and thunder, and no trains yet for the troops. Iwon-
der if there is a commander of this department.

12th. No trains yet. T resolved to march the troops, but met Col. Se-
vier, of Polk’s staff, and he assures me that he will have transportation.
Some of my men got on a, passing train. [ am informed that no grain was -
sent up last night for the artillery horses. Can it be that Gen. Polk knows
nothing about these matters?

13th. To-day I got the remainder of Sears’s Brigade off; and through
the night, Ector’s troops. Cockrell arrived with his brigade. I had sent
him, by order of Gen. Polk, north of T'uscaloosa on an important expedi-
tion,

Struck tents and left for Blue Mountain. Sears was thirty-six hours on
a train.  Such delays were distressing. .

Rode this morning, the 16th, into Rome. Yesterday the enemy'’s caval-
alry was within two miles of the city. Gen. Sears arrived, and at 10 p.y.
his brigade was sent on the cars to Kingston.

17th. Sent two batteries by dirt road, also by trains, to Kingston.
About 1 P.M. to-day, as T was putting Ector’s Brigade on the cars for King-
ston, I was informed by Brigadier Davidson that the enemy was within
two miles of the town, on the right bank of the Oostanoula river, and that
he had but one hundred and fifty men (mounted) to check them.

13
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" That you may the better comprehend the situation of troops,
Federal and Confederate, 1 will state that on the 13th Gen.
Johnston, on his retreat from Dalton, had reached Resaca, a town
on the right bank of the Oostanoula, and was there attacked by
Gren. Sherman on the 14th and 15th. On the 15th Sherman’s
army hegan crossing the river, and our troopsalso.  On the 16th
both armies were south of the river, Johnston’s force falling
back on Kingston and the Federals in pursuit. Polk; with Lor-
ing’s Division, was with Johnston at Resaca, and two brigades
of mine would have been there only for the want of transporta-
tion at Montevallo as stated. ; -

S0 when I found the enemy at Rome, no alternative presented
itself but to put Ector in the trenches over the Qostanoula, and
hold the town until Cockrell arrived, who was, in the morning,
thirty-two miles distant. A strong line of skirmishers was ad-
vanced, which was soon engaged with the enemy. During the
afternoon Gen. J. T. Morgan arrived and said that his command
was en route to Rome from Adairsville, and that he and Gen. Fur-
gerson were both hard pressed by the enemy. At 4 p.ov. Gen.

~ Ross (cavalry) arrived with two regiments. The men were dis-
mounted and placed on the hills. Davidson, with a few caval-
1y, moved on the enemy’s right. Then, at 6 r.n., Ross, with
his men, charged their line of skirmishers and drove them back
to the main line. Hoskins, with two guns and all the fragments
of dismounted men and the like, was placed on the hills north of

{he town on the left bank of the river to at least intimidate the
Federals. In this fight I did not lose over one hundred men, and
they were mainly from Ross’s Brigade.

During all this day constant communications passed between
me and Gens. Polk and Johnston urging me not to fail to join
the retreating army. Cockrell’s Brigade arrived at dusk, hav-
ing marched thirty-two miles, and were at once furnished cars
and started for Kingston at 10 ».M. Ector’s Brigade reached
Kingston at 7:30 A.M. Betore we left Rome I had all the horses,
stores, sick,and wounded removed. When we reached Kingston,
on the 18th, T found Gen. Johnston moving, with his army, to
Cassville, and 1 marched my division there also, and joined Gen.
Polk and encamped near headquarters.

It was an error to not have had Polk’s Corps concentrated and
well in hand to unite with Johnston to oppose Sherman’s ad-
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