CHAPTER XYV.

Our Army Falls Back from Kennesaw—Confedeiate *Rebel Yell "—Qceu-
py Works on the Chattahoochee River—A. P. Stewart Ayppointed Lieu-
tenant General—Assumes Command of the Army of Mississippi—Texas
Brigade Fight to Obtain Tools—We Cross the Chattahoochee—Arrival
of Gen. B. Bragg—Gen. Johnston Relieved—President Davis's Remark
about Relieving Johnston from Command—dJohnston's Policy versus
Hood'sBattle of Peachtree Creek—We Occupy Atlanta—Battle of At-
lanta—S. D. Lee Assigned to Command of Hood’s Corps—Gen. Eetor
Wounded—Capt. Ward Killed—Battle of July 28, 1864—1 Apply to Be
Relieved from Serving with Hood —Gen. M. Jeff Thompson—Condition
of the Camps of United States Troops—Evidence of the Terrible Fire of
Small Arms—Evacuation of Atlanta—Jonesboro and Lovejoy’s Station.

Irerr Kennesaw with regret.  From its slopes we repelled the
assaults of the enemy, and from its top, where I loved to sit and
witness the almost daily conflicts, and hear the ‘“Rebel yell”
from away down the throat, and the Federal cheer from the lips.
The ‘“Rebel yell” was born amidst the roar of cannon, the flash
of the musket, the deadly conflict, comrades falling, and death
in front—then, when rushing forward, that unearthly vell rose
from a thousand Confederate throats, loud, above ‘* the thunder
of the captains and the shoutings,” and with the force of a tor-
nado they swept on over the field to death or victory. O how
the heart throbs and the eye glares! As that yell is the offspring
of the tempest of the battle and death, it cannot be heard in
peace, no, never, never! The Federal cheer lives on, and is
heard daily in the land. That Contfederate yell was never, as far
as T know, made when standing still. It was really an inspira-
tion arising from facing danger and death which, as brave men,
they resolved to meet.. Ye children of peace can never hear it;
wherefore T write of a sound that was produced by environment
ye will never have. It died with the cause that produced it.
The yell produced awe; the cheer indicated joy.

July 2. Not content with the waste of ammunition last evening, the
enemy commenced again at 4:15 this morhing—the heathens—and kept it
up until 6 A.n. from every battery, and from some guns until 11 a.a. I
went up the mountain early in the morning. The fire wasnot confined to

my guns on the mountain, but extended some distance down the line, All
this was intended, no doubt, to hold Johnston’s main force on his own
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right while they moved to our left, flanking asusual. At 1Py Ireceived
orders to withdraw my division to-night, and did so at 10 p.m.

8d. The regiments left in the trenches and the skirmishers did not leave
until 3 A3, Owing to detention of the trains, etc., we did not reach our
new position until after daylight. I went to work intrenching our line—
and it is a bad one. Soon in the morning the enemy drove in our cavalry,
and by noon had out his skirmishers and artillery to the front. Itis won-
derful how well our soldiers understand this falling back. Never before
did an army constantly fight and fall back for seven weeks without de-
moralization, and it plainly establishes the intelligence and individuality
of the men. :

4th. The shelling this morning was very severe. Thiscaused the Mis-
sissippi Brigade to seek protection in this way: They used the shingles
from a house for spades, and bayonets for picks, and thus in a few min-
utes the men were in a shallow ditch. My men in rifle pits were shelled
out and driven in. We were ordered to fall back to-nj ght, which was done
with much difficulty.

5th. At 3 A.M. we were on the retreat, and it was well executed by the
troops. and we came into Vining Station ahead of the other divisions,
Some sharpshooters with Whitworth rifles and a lieutenant of Hoslin’s
Battery were left in camp asleep, and they barely escaped capture. We
were now on the right bank of the Chattahoochee river. The right of my
line was a small redoubt east of the railroad (Western and Atlantic), thence
it crossed it, thence across the Marietta dirt road, ete. At 10 A.M. the en-
emy swept the whole plain with shells down to the river. I established
headquarters with Gen, Walthall in an old log house by the roadside.

6th. Theenemy is quiet this morning. Yesterday the impolite followers
of Sherman came near spoiling our dinner as we sat on the ground eating,
by sending a twenty-pound Parrott shell near enough to throw the sand
about and over it.

7th.  This morning I rode along the lines with Gens. Loring and Shoup.
Gen. A. P. Stewart, having been promoted to a lieutenant general, as-
sumed command of the Army of Mississippi. After the death of Gen. Polk
I unhesitatingly said that Gen. Stewart would be promoted. I rodealon Iy
the whole of his command with him.

8th. The enemy keep up a sharp fire on our skirmish line at night.
They evidently are apprehensive that we will cross the river at night, for
during the day they are quiet. i

As we have no tools for throwing up breastworks, Gen. Ector came to
me for permission to move a regiment to his front in the woods, from
where he had swung back, so as to attack the enemy when they came out
to establish a picket line. This he did sucecessfully, and returned with
good picks, spades, and steel axes (ours were cast iron) that will eut wood,
Shingleur, Robinson, and Yerger, aids, are all sick,

9th. About 9 A.M. the enemy attacked the line of skirmishers in front
of Sears’s Brigade with force and drove them from their pits. Col. Barry
advanced the Thirty-Sixth Mississippi Regiment, under command of Mayj.
Parton, and forced them back, captured their line, and drove them nearly
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road, and commenced intrenching at night. Gen. Johnston was relieved
on yesterday from the command of this army, and Gen. J. B. Hood as-
sumed command by orders from Richmond. Early this morning I rode
down to army headquarters and bade Johnston good-hy.

And here I will state the cony
Hood and me.

liev

ersation that occurred between
Itold him that T was sorry Johnston had been re-
ed; that I had often, when in Mississippi, talked with him
concerning the manner of conducting the war; but *“ now that you
are in command, T assure you I will serve under you as faithful-
ly and cheerfully as with him,” Although he took my hand and
thanked me, I was ever afterwards impressed with the helief that
he never forgave me for what T said.

Now, since I have alluded to it, I will state that in our con-
versation I agreed with Johnston that our
pended on breaking the enemy
nating the war; that to do this
East and in the West should b

success mainly de-
down financially, hy procrasti-
the strength of the army in the
e maintained; that the armies up-
held the government, and a great defeat would be disastrous.

It was because we could obtain Do more recruits that Grant
refused to exchange prisoners and receive the Andersonville
prisoners and return a like number to increase the ranks of Lee's
army. Here is Grant’s letter on exchange of prisoners:

Crry Porxt, Angust 18, 1864,
To Gen, Butler.

On the subject of exchange, however, I differ from Gen, Hitcheock. Tt
is hard on our men held in Southern prisons not to exchange them, but it
is humanity to those left in the ranks to fight our hattles,
leased, on parole on otherwise, hecomes an active soldjer
once, either directly or indirectly.

If we commence a system of exchange, which liberates all prisoners
taken, we will have to fight on until the whole South is exterminated. If
we hold those caught, they amount to no more than dead men. At this
particular time to release Rebel prisoners North would insure Sherman'’s
defeat, and would compromise our safety here.

Every man re.
against us at

As Gen. Grant discusses the humanity of his acts, I will com-
pare it with what other distinguished men have written on the
subject of exchange of prisoners.

Carthage, dispirited by her losses, wished for peace. Tor this
purpose ambassadors were dispatched to Rome. Regulus (a
prisoner in Carthage) was sent with the ambassadors to further
an oath to return to Carthage in case of
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a failure to make peace or exchangt.a of prlsonelf:c,.' He Iclléb X
his countrymen from agreeing to either proposition, a ,tm.ture.
l);'b his oatil, returned to Carthage, where he well knew
1 death awaited him. . T
aIlgi(co:-:ro applauds Regulus in both partlugars {n 1.et$ :;I;ltiin
ir W igh ¢ ends Regulus in -
‘arthage. Sir Walter Raleigh comimer . ; -
FJaﬂit‘f}l:ligoblicmti(m of his oath, but in dissuading 'ﬂ‘lé-} ?lcuate ;Eo
?}bagrce to eaxchange of prisoners he condemns his inhumanity,
L ? : . g
which no good reasons of state could ].Urj‘tl-fy. gl
Howevet;' be this as it may, one thing is cm‘a}.m,1 Sl
that tht; inh,umanity, if there were any,fwa;s as:.':un:l?i(tigite th‘e .
P i 3 North) in refusing to vate 1
the United States (the \ iy 05
(")1f1ﬂ'erin=rs on both sides by not exchanging pua'onel.'b,;aélen; =
Teases tﬁe South from the charge of all suffering incident,
rays, to prison life.* - ) ) g
- a(})?’hzll-dpthe oifted Senator from (xeorglg, Ben]amlﬁ ITTIO}{Ehé.
knm.vn of the :xistence of this letter dehnmﬁ_' the pl?l 1&2"6 e
F pri s of war, he would h: ran-
North in the treatment of prisoners o war, fould ol
Z\Li}ilsilhe(llﬂhis antagonist, Hon. J. G. Blaine, and ml.el;u;ad ’;112 ]:}11 4
goes ‘Lﬁd stopped the waving of the bloody shirt to
bl ; % b
N n heart. against the South. ' . .
}(irt}:fl I:'ivate coiversation with President Davis h.e told me ;}11;1_:
0 :reai) was the pressure made on him by d,epu‘:la:tlonts-,; (ﬁ);};w gf
o -> : ials -ess demanding tc
ses, individuals, officials, and the pr o . .
t;‘(zfsznltlaltd;:(; l;che State of éeorgia were to be gu?n utg))l W 11(;1}1;)(:1;:1
battle i vas reluctantly oblige -
‘or its preservation, that he was re z .
I).atju le(‘he)rll 1?051181011 to sat,-isfy the clamorous ‘demauds, madfa i(lJII;
1?{31: ;nd a battle in defense of the State while the z?,i';'ny st]e
{:he mounté-linous-1'eg_“ion, and so he yielded to the cry of the people.

' -k ree corps of the en-
20th. This morning it was resolved to attack the lr-kfuee ut)];[ln) Sk
;1 r}]{at were on the Peachtree creek and sep:lu'abec trlcl);linel e
o Sears’s Brigade being on duty on the selk,
rere near Decatur. Sears’s Brigac D : I
“em\f:idivi?h the brigades of Cockrell and Ector t.u thtjf}: ii.vr;s s
11.:;0“- battle in front of the Ragdale House. Th.ls positic
1 raLiie
e 't of the army. ) : 5 b i
nb’;l]e le]t'Lm of battle was a good one. Ha.u-dee was -m']gc::é ;}ttq[‘kEd e
1es‘p‘-i(nu to the left, taking their line in ﬁMik‘ whlf, iy {}lé e
s i beor i battle swept dow ; >
f i igades as the ba
ine in front in echelon of brigad le s s sl
111}91 1111 1?:3;3 on my right, and I was to keep “’lﬂ}lfl a_.?)ol;t th; f:)f i
“qac;slif him.. In :iflvzinciug I came to an open field in fron
yar . .

#See Tytler’s «* History,” and War Office Records.
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my. Their line was fortified, with two field batteries in position that kept
up & continuous fire on my line. Gen. Loring’s troops broke through the
enemy’s line of works. Reynolds and Featherston had to abandon the
captured line by reason of the flank fire on them. The failure of Hardee
deranged the plan of battle. After dark we withdrew.,
22d. I had a slight skirmish with the enemy yesterday. Wegottwen-

ty-four of them. Last night the army occupied Atlanta. My division
formed the extreme left of the army. My headquarters are at Mr. Jen-
nings’s house, and the line crosses the road to Turner's Ferry and runs to-
ward the Western and Atlantic railroad. Preparations are being made
to attack the enemy’s left wing over toward Decatur. Noon has passed,

and there has been no intantry-firing yet, only the booming of artillery;
but about 4 p.x, the volleys of musketry fell on the ear. died away, and then
burst out anew, and did not cease until dark, when they receded in the dis-
tance, indicating the advance of our troops. The fruits of the victory are
reported to be twenty-four pieces of artillery and three thousand one hun-

dred prisoners. With it comes sad regrets for the death of Gen. W. A. T,

Walkeron our side, and Gen. MePherson, United States army, on their side.

27th. Nothing has oceurred, save the usual siege firing, since the 224,

This morning when I was at Ward’s Battery there was some artillery-fir-

ing, and a shell exploded overhead, striking Gen. Ector above the knee,

requiring amputation, and Capt. Ward, mortally wounding him. I sent

them to my quarters and thence to our hospital. Ward was an accom-
plished gentleman and a brave soldier. T wrote to Mrs. Ward, trying to
console her in her bereavement. Gen. Ector in due time was w
the aid of crutches. Gen. S. D. Lee to-day
of Hood’s Corps.

alking by
was assigned to the command

28th. I rode to Gen. Stewart’s and heard that the enemy was mov
to our left. I then wentto Hood's, Knowing that four divisions had been
moved to my left, I felt assured that a battle was pending. S.D. Lee was
in command. About 1 r.y. it began, and continged four hours.
quest of Walthall I sent them Guibor’s guns and Ector’s Brigade.
tack was a failure because it was fought by weak detailed attacks instead
of a consolidated force. Gen. Stewart was struck by a partky spent ball
in the forehead, and Loring was wounded. As soon as Ilearned the posi-
tion of the enemy I opened fire on them from my rifled thirty-two pound-
ers and continued the fire slowly all night,

29th.  All is quiet this morning. 1 rode to corps headquarters, and
found that both Stewart and Loring had left. which made me commander
of the corps, but to my surprise I found that Hood had placed Cheatham
in command. 1 wrote to. Hood in regard to the matter. Hood’s act was

in keeping with the intriguing so ruinous to this army, and I asked to bhe
relieved from serving in it any longer.

ing

By re-
The at-

31st. Nothing unusual happened yesterday. To-day is Sunday, and it
dawned as though peace had spread her white Wings over the land, for not
a gun has yet been heard, and so it continued most of the day. Divine

service was held in the brigades, and in the pond in front of my quarters
a baptism took place.
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August 1. My command was extended to cover Walthall’s original
front. I made a call on Gens. G. W. Smith and R. Toombs, and wrote to
Richmond. This p.M. the enemy commenced artillery fire on the redoubt
in front of my house. One shell killed a mule in the yard, another broke
my wagon tongue, while a third knocked the pipe from Hedrick’s (my or-
derly) mouth, etec. My application to be relieved from duty was returned
disapproved, and I was informed that I would not be relieved. Soon Au-
gust 2 I wrote to the Adjutant General to be relieved from command in
or serving with this army.

9d, 8d, 4th, 5th. [To transeribe my diary for these days would only be
a reiteration of daily siege attacks.]

6th. T made a demonstration on the enemy this morning in his works
in my front to aid Lee on our left. I moved my left over a mile to the
front and attacked the enemy on his skirmish line and then their main
line, but it was done at the expense of Lieut. Motherhead killed, Maj. Red-

. wine wounded, and forty-three men killed and wounded. I was directed
to make this demonstration; ordinarily they do but little good against old
soldiers, because they know so well that they would not be attacked be-
hind their works seriously unless by massed troops., Neither will they at-
tack ours. In the afternoon they shelled my line complimentary-to my at-
tack in the morning. How polite they are in returning attentions! Bad
news received from Mobile. It is reported that the United States fleet has
passed Fort Morgan and is now in the bay.

8th, 9th. I gave my large map of the Yazoo Valley to Gen. M. L. Smith,
who sent it to Macon to be copied, onecopy for the commander of the Depart-
ment of Mississippi, and the other for the War Department. I rode along
the lines with Geen, Sears, who has returned. Cockrell also got back yester-
day. While I was at Col. Young’s the enemy commenced shelling, and it
has continued ever since, full seven hours. So far it has done but little
damage. Very many shells have fallen close by, and exploded over the
house, and it has become anything but a pleasant residence, and at night
disturbs pleasant dreams.

I sent a letter to the President on the matter of Gen. Hood’s conduct in
the agsignment of Cheatham to Stewart’s Corps during his absence.

10th and 11th. I rode out to our hospital this morning. The enemy
seems disposed to get possession of my vidette line, which I have main-
tained up to this time. When the siege began I sent for my principal ofli-
cers and told them all that I did not intend my camp should be rendered
unpleasant from ritle balls, that the videite line away in front must be
held; that the picket line five hundred yards in front should be strong, and
on it the fighting should be to the lastextremity. The result of this course
has been that my men are entirely free from annoyance, except from some
artillery fire, and that is foolishly directed at our redoubts. I use artil-
lery on their infantry camps and lines so.as to destroy their rest both day
and night. See the differencel While we sleep in safety, in some parts of
the lines around the city no one can move without drawing the fire of the

Yankees on themselves, so near are the lines together.

12th to 17th. [The diary is too full of detail to record here, so I will
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merely remark that the everlastin
their guns shell my redoubts. |
17th. G S e
WU WE;??;;;EW?]I] t (;a.me to my quarters early this morning, at 6 ..,
artillery, as usualﬁ)egiul I;i’t-hz‘rf'gr;:tﬁ:: i]rf ?lgn;;] }fla? e
3P, : o
;,; ols‘zzl;he ;'oacl on both sides of the house, it \\zsflfn};{;{;zis tﬁ?egil\?es}laeui
InJ 1:l1e1 ?:[:-'(ma'n h(;m" . ity s
el exwo;g}gl Ofwtims snltt-mg on the fence enjoying my pipe while watch-
Th_ompson- e he s.1el¥s, when who should ride up but Gen. M. Jeff.
S o e v_r;f. 1m‘f1t-ed to our quarters. I could not keep from
o Wa,; B )]icatn il ustfated copy of the illustrious Don Quixote, and
il m[]d feaetffctme, 0.1' rather here before me was the Don .him*
SRR U ures, e;nd if E?;ancho.had seen Jeff he would have called
s ot WESLpaSIseL ht-he mghlt with us; entertaining us with his ad-
ey f]_‘hé Ya‘nkée.s ml}:ﬂi be morning he went to see his Missouri friends.
RN o i e a,}l‘nglry‘ Because my batteries dared to wake
st e U ells they raised—well—(I begin it with a *w i) and
until 2 p.aL, and they threw not less than two thousand shot,

4at us, anc dCLGm[}]ib}]e{l I]O'h ¥y y
n 1
g, or ] one shell w ent b accident t]]IUUgh

19th, 20th, 21st, 22d. These days w

g fire continues on my picket line, and

4] itnessed the usual itur
B 0 - ! ; expenditure of am-
On the 21st Lieut. Col. McDowell was killed in the rear of 0111111'

second skirmi i
5 s;l}::rcmsk; line. What an excellent man and gallant officer gave his
. > Con ederacy! Peace to him and his friends! >
3d.  Firing as usual. .
24th. The enemy
> e y fired hot shot on the cit i
= ' ity all last nigl 1 to-day
th?: :Let, on fire some cotton, and burned a fevf houses ot
;gzh 'Il‘;\frore to Judge Ould. Firing as usual .
ab;ndo.ned :Jl}fe;:(:\:mig at daylight I was informed that the enemy had
o o -0'1 s on my rlgh_t and front nearly to my left. T %ounci
o euent?h 1eir works horribly filthy, and alive with “dog ' flies to such
oy ,w(,ts-e-oit- ?1111 h(.n'ses could not be managed. The clothing ncw.aud
ho]_-!ue i ha;ltecb \'bl;th.\‘ﬂl‘l_‘ﬂrltl. lMy servant boys carried some jackets
s 0 he hm'lerji. Their line of works was verystrong. 1found
i g mace where they made ‘¢ shot red 7 i ;
i, 169 ; ed hot™ to fire day and ni
i iﬂi‘.o burn the city. At first little ‘‘niggers '’ got t.)heirtﬁllﬂnilll:;
s Ski.l-]l;)lis} 11}1‘g thel:n up t.o sell to the ordnance department. A aif:ml
bl felll f]llll}f;lthls i_zr\l-'er:mg was another good officer killed Iie%lt Col
om a rifle ball. From Decatur all e ; :
¥ . ¥ n SYPRET e t}le ‘ i
Tur ner’s Ferry road the enemy has moved to our left e
noalgléas mi vermin in onr camp-—strange but true !
27th, E 3 iss: i =
ner’s Ferr 'T?if;‘? ‘ihre(».‘()lan]ShallL‘,Q with two brigades and artillery to Tur-
. Som_}e 1.‘; t! e‘ Chattahoochee river. We had 2 fight there and cap-
Rl '}.)fl oners. Thfa_y' told me that the place, as T could see e
ol HSOk'::l‘t-l}:ecl; that the _l‘y\-‘entieth Corps (Hooker’s) occupied tl:le ‘;;‘l’f
st a];m a:}l gone and S?oeum was in command. I think they tol I
. ; : lug, 1 not named in my diary. We slept in peace 4 :
iy : : i 3 *pt in peace.
ode through the city. To give you an idea of the terrible mus-

There are
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ketry fire, in an open field between their picket line and mine one brigade
picked up about five thousand pounds of lead balls that had 1_38(—:,‘11 fired on
the lines. The ground was literally covered with them—oxidized white
like hailstones. Trees three and four inches in diameter in front of my
line were cut down by balls. The lead was sold to the ordnance officers,
and the weight was thus known. : Bty 55

29th, 30th. Our troops are moving to the left. Six of our men crossed
the river and captured nine men and two wagons. | M

31st. Featherston and Walthall have been withdrawn from the city.
My division and some State troops under the charge of Gen. G. W. Smith
alone are in the city to-day. Some cavalry scouts followed my scouts
nearly into the city. Firing is heard on our left. The railroad to Macon
was cut to-day. This is unpleasant news. . ) N

September 1. This morning the news is 'that. H?rdee ]l.a(l failed t‘o ltvl.:r
lodge Sherman from his position. Everything indicates that Atlanta is to
be abandoned. and before noon the order came. I became the rear guard.
There is confusion in the city, and some of the soldiers in the town are
drunk. Common sense is wanted. The five heavy guns that T had order.(zci
to be spiked by the rear guard at 11 p.M. were burned by order of the chief
of ordnance at 5 P.M., a proclamation to the enemy in my front that we
were evacuating the place. As soon as I started to leave the works some
of Hood’s officers fired the ordnance trains. This should have been done
the last of all, when the rear guard or pickets were withdrawn. Whowould
extinguish an ordnance train of bursting shells? So lighted by the glare
of fires, flashes of powder, and bursting shells, Islowly leit Atlanta, and at
daylight on the morning of the 2d we were not five miles out of the city.
I started soon after for Lovejoy's Station. . _.

3d. Featherston took the advance. Last evening artillery w a'?*_‘he.rfnd
at Lovejoy’s Station. Hardee was holding in check all of -_511(31‘]]:13‘11 s army
except the Twentieth Corps, and we are marching to his assistance. T
passed S. D. Lee's Corps on the road. It was yesterday at Rough a_nril
Ready. This is attacking in delail as usual. On’arrival my dl\'ls‘l‘()tl was
ordered to relieve Gen. Brown's. After dark I was (Jr(lm'?.q tomove .to J_ri]_\
left and Gen. Guist to his right to exchange Dositions. This Wwas a deli i:
erately planned érick of Hardee's to put me in one side of a salient angle
that was subject to a reverse fire of artillery from t._hle enemy.

4th. This morning cannonading was not so rapid. e 1S

oth. Last night I made a change of position. Firing as usual. W hulle
I was on the line Capt. Kennerly (Mrs. Bowen's brother) and four others
were killed and five wouncded. During the day I lost Ior_ty men.. _ =

6th. It was now discovered that the enemy were falling _1_13.5_1\ to ta ke
possession of Atlanta, now abandoned. Gave Cockrell permission to }}]lll.-
sue them, and he skirmished with their rear guard and killed many of them
and returned with over twenty prislsonere_'. ]

7th, 8th, and 9th. [Diary records no importan ents. 5 O

10th. A communication from Sherman to Hood was receiv ed sta-i-l‘ug
that the citizens of Atlanta must leave. Those who so &?](?(.‘L f\-’_l]] be .SLHL
to the North. The remainder will be sent South. The work s t}o com-
mence on Monday. There are about eighteen thousand people in the ciltl“'
I am told that he ‘also offers to exchange prisoners, provided he 5110‘11](‘ Te=
ceive only men who have yet two years toserve in t-ht_eL nited States ar mT\.
Prisoners who have served out the period of their enlistment, or have only
a short time to serve, will not be received. Gen. Loring returned to-day.

‘CHAPTER XVI.
THE BATTLE OF ALLATOONA.

From Lovejoy's to TLost Mountain—Big Sha,m-y—~AC'\rorth—]}estroyiug
Railroad—In the Rear of Sherman—Situation of the Two Armies—Or-
ders to Destroy the Etowah River Bridge—To Fill Up the Railroad Cut
at Allatoona—Hood Not Aware that Allatoona Was Fortified and Garri-
soned—March to Al latoona—Summons to Surrender—No Answer—Gen.
Corse’s Report Erroneous—The Fm‘tiﬁcal:ions—Strength of Forces—
Equalization of Forces—Some Federal Dispatches—The Battle—Corse’s
Account—Col. Ludlow’s Description—Desperate Fighting—The Main
Line Captured—Enemy Driven into an Interior Fort—Dispatches from
Gen. Armstrong Respecting Movements of the Enemy at Big Shanty—
Withdraw to Avoid Bein ¢ Surrounded hy Converging Forces—Corse's
Dispatch to Sherman—Provisions—Confederates Three Daysand Nights
withont Rest or Sleep—Pass by the Enemy—Evangelist 'P. P. Bliss
Writes the (Gospel) Hymn, ‘Hold the Fort"—Hood and His Erroneous
Publications in His Book—His Admiration for Corse—My Admiration
for the Confederates—The Soldier’s Grave—The Lone Grave—Lieut.
Gen. A. P. Stewart's Note in Regard to This Account of the Battle.

September 29. This morning Loring’s, Walthall’s, and my divisions
moved on the Pumpkinton road and crossed the Chattahoochee river and en-
camped beyond Villa Rica. The following day we marched to near Browns-
ville Post Office.

Saturda,y, October 1. I remained in camp. At 10 a.M. all the division
commanders were invited to Gen. Hood's headquarters, and the object of
the move was discussed. I found in the room on my arrival Gens. Stew-
art, S. D. Lee, Loring, Walthall, Stevenson, and Clayton. As soon as I
entered the room Hood said to me: **Gep. French, what do you think Gen.
Sherman will do now?" T replied: ““I suppose he will turn southwest and
move on to Mobile; or he may £0 to Augusta to destroy our powder mills,
and then make for Charleston or Savannah.””  In that event do you be-
lieve he can sustain his troops on the march if our cavalry lay waste the
country before him?'" T answered: “‘He will find all he wants as he moves
on.” To this Hood replied: “Well, T have nothing to do with that, as the
President has promised to attend to that matter. ™ Every officer present
disagreed with me save Gen. S. D. Lee. He thought all would have diffi-

culty to subsist except the cavalry.,

On the subject of destroying Sherman’s communications my
diary says:

I was in favor of an immediate move on the railroad above Kennesaw
with the whole army, and expressed my regrets at the delay.
I received orders to move to-morrow. We were requested to inform




