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artillery, and the fire from each swept all the other works hoth
T T inside and externally. Both were surrounded by ditches six feet
it deep, making their parapets about #welve feet high. Conse-
quently they could not be taken by assault without sealing lad-
ders, or otherwise, usual in sieges, unless by the sally port. In
fact these two inside forts could be used as citadels, or a place of
r¢fuge when the long exterior lines of defense were captured.
And this was the case with fort “C” in the battle of Allatoona.
The whole formed a mountain fortress,
The Kederals call the intrenchments at “R” “rifle pits,” to
which they bear about as much relation, in regard to strength,
as a battleship does to a dispatch boat. Commencing about one
hundred and twenty-five yards west of the fort ““C,” and on the
south side of the Cartersville road, are two lines of intrenchments
running nearly parallel with that road. These two, or double,
lines of defense converge and meet below the crest of the ridge,
then, turning north, cross the road (with angles for flanking fire)
and continue north down the slope. From this north line an
intrenchment runs due east toward the main fort. The parapet
is revetted with timber, and the interior ditch is very wide. On
the parapet are large chestnut Aead logs to protect the persons
of the soldiers. In front were immense entanglements of abatis,
stockades, stakes, ete., to check any assault on the works. So
well was the work done that in 1890, when I was there, time had
not defaced them, and the revetments and * head logs ™ are to-
day as round as when placed there. I am the more particular
about this redoubt because here happened, perhaps, the bloodiest
tragedy in the history of the war. ; :

3. The strength of the respective Jorces.

Col. Tourtellotte’s command was composed of the Ninety-
Third Illinois, officers and men, 294; the Eighteenth Wisconsin,
guns, 150; Fourth Minnesota, guns, 450; the Fifth Ohio Caval-
ry, men, 16; giving an apparent total of 910. To this must yet
be added the force for the six pieces of artillery, not less than
60. If we add the company officers not enumerated, it will be
found that Tourtellotte had about 1,000 officers and men. The
above numbers are official.

Corse’s official statement is that he brought with him to Alla-
toona the Thirty-Ninth Towa, 280 men; Seventh Illinois, 267
men; Fiftieth Illinois, 267 men; Fifty-Seventh Illinois, 61 men;
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Tweltth Tllinois, 155 men; or 1,030 smen. To this must be added
(say) 107 regimental and company officers, making the force
that he brought with him 1,137 officers and men. So with Tour-
tellotte’s troops the aggregate is 2,137 instead of 1,944 as re-
ported by him, which excluded himself and officers.

As regards the strength of my division at Allatoona, the War
Records show that on September 20, at inspection, T had pres-
ent for duty 331 officers and 2,945 men. Total, 3,276. ‘

Cockrell’s Brigade was composed of eight small regiments con-

solidated into four, Ector’s Brigade of six regiments, and Sears’s’

Brigade of six regiments, and two batteries, 8 guns.

To this force add one four-gun hattery sent with me, and de-
duct one gun and one regiment left at Allatoona creek bridge,
and my entire force present was 3,797, ;

And thus officially we have Federals, 2,132; Confederates, as
above.

4. Egualization of forces.

The ratio of inequality between a force within ordinary in-
trenchments in line of battle and the attacking force without is
well known.

Gen. Cox in his “Atlanta Campaign,” page 129, says: “One
man in the trench 1s equal to five in front.” Gen. 0. O. How-
ard, in reference to the battle of Kennesaw Mountain, says:
“ My experience is that a line of works thoroughly constructed,
with the front well covered with abatis and other entanglements,
well manned with infantry, whether with our own or that of the
enemy, cannot be carried by direct assault.” Gen. R, S. Gran-
ger informs Gen. G. H. Thomas that the fort at Athens, manned
by 700 men, can hold out an enemy 10,000 strong. (War Ree-
ords, V. 39, Part 8, page 519.) Vicksburg, Jackson, Cold Har-
bor, Kennesaw, Petersburg, Atlanta, Knoxville, and other lines
repelled the assaults. Now Allatoona was, without doubt, thrice
as strong as these, and the attacking force was only one and a
halfto one inside. Then, too, we should consider that the works
on the /Aills were almost inaccessible.

Battery Wagner, a sand fort on a level plain on Morris Island,
Charleston, 8. C., was garrisoned by only 740 men, who success-
tully defended it fifty-cight days and nights against the assaults
and continuous fire of 11,500 men, with forty-seven cannon, aid-
ed by ships—the Ironsides, eight monitors, and five gunhboats.
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And Fort Sumter never was taken by assault. It was quietly
abandoned February 18, 1865.

On Sunday, April 16, 1865, seven days after the surrender at
Appomattox, a small redoubt or fort, of weak construction, gar-
risoned by an unorganized force hastily collected, at West Point, -
Ga., near Atlanta, consisting of 64 men under Gen. Tyler and
Col. J. H. Fannan, held the fort all day against 3,750 men of
Gen. J. M. Wilson’s command, and surrendered only for want
of ammunition and loss of men. Col. O. H. LaGrange, of Wis-
consin, commanded the Federals, Ratio, 1 to 62.

5. The dnspiring hopes given the garrison will be discovered
in the following dispatches informing them aid was at hand, beg-
ging them to hold out until reénforcements arrived. In these
dispatches bear in mind that Gen. Stanley was in temporary
command of the Army of the Cumberland, and Gen. Elliott was
the commander in chief of Sherman’s cavalry. I give only a
tew of the many dispatches in the War Records.

No. 1. Vorume 39, Pagrr 8, Pagr 53.
SHERMAN TO COMMANDING OFFICER AT ALLATOONA.
October 8. 1864.
Hood might slip up to Acworth and Allatoona, I want the utmost
vigilance there. If he goes to Allatoona, 1 want him only delayed long

-enough for me to reach his rear. If he moves up to Allatoona, I
will surely come in force.

No. 2. VoLume 39, Pacs 65.
SHERMAN TO STANLET.
Ix tHE F1ELD, October 4, 1864.
I heard from Gen. Elliott to-night. He was on the Sandtown and Alla-
toona road. . . . I will be up to-day and move to Kennesaw.

No. 8. VoLuME 39, PAGE 66.
SHERMAN TO STANLEY.
October 4, 1864. Received 10 .11
Yes, move to Little Kennesaw and west of it Tell Elliott in my name
o, interpose with his whole force between Dallas and Allatoona, and strike
‘for any force in the direction of Acworth.

No. 4. Vorume 39, Pace 71.
SHERMAN TO ELLIOTT.
October 4, 1864, 11 P.u.
Don't risk the safety of your cavalry until I get up with my whole

‘force, but make bold reconnoissances in connection with Gen. Stanley.

My chief object is to prevent the enemy from making an attack on Alla-
toona to-morrow,
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No. 5. VOLUME 89, PaGe 71,
SHERMAN 70 COMMANDING OFFICERS AT ALLATOONA, KINGSTON, AND ROME.
- ] October 4, 1864,
The enemy is moving on Allatoona, thence to Rome.
No. 6. VoLumE 89, Pacr 52.
SHERMAN TO GEN. VANDEVER.
October 38, 1864.
Sperman wants the force at Big Shanty cleaned out, and wants it done
to-night if possible.
No. 7. Voruue 39, Pagn 75,
CORSE TO GEN. J. E. SMITH.
ROME, October 4, 1864,

I wi_ll move my entire command to Cartersville and unite with Gen.
Raum in attacking the enemy from Allatoona direct.

No. 8. VoLuME 89, PAGE 75.
CORSE TO RAUM. :
RoME, October 4, 1864.

T am expecting a train every moment: as soon as I can get ready I will
move 3,000 to 4,000 men.

No.9. VoLuwE 39, Page 77.
VANDEVER TO SHERMAN.
NEar KENNEsAW, October 4, 1864.
Elliott is between Big Shanty and Kennesaw on our left. I am skir-
mishing with the enemy now.

No. 10. VorLyue 39, Pacr 77,

NEAr KENNESAW, October 4, 1864.
Gen. Elliott has all his foree near the west base of the mountain. Gens.
Kilpatrick and Garrard are both with him. so couriers report.

No. 11. VoLuME 89, Pacr 78,
VANDEVER TO COMMANDING OFFICER AT ALLATOONA.
KENNESAW MouxTtaN, October 4, 1864, 2 p.Mm,
_Sherman is moving in force. Hold out. '

No. 12, Vorume 39, Pagk 78.
VANDEVER TO COMMANDING OFFICER AT ALLATOONA.
NEAR KENNESAW MouNTATN, October 4, 6: 39 .31,
Gen. Sherman says hold fast, we are coming.

No. 18. VoLumE 39, PaGE 88.
SIGNAL OFFICER AT ALLATOONA TO SIGNAL OFFICER AT KE: INESAW.
ALLATOONA, October 5, 1864.
Gen. Corseis here with one brigade. Where is Sherman?

InspiriNG TELEGRAMS.

No. 14. VoruMe 39, PaGE 89.
SHERMAN TO STANLEY.
KexxesaAw MounTalx, October 5, 1864, 11:15 A.m.
No news by signal from Allatoona. Heavy firing, indicating an assault
and repulse. Occasional shots now, but too smoky to sée signals. Can
see the field about Lost Mountain. No large force of Rebels there. Can
see Kilpatrick’s cavalry massed in a big field thisside, but no skirmishing.
No. 15. VoLUuME 39, PAGE 89.
SHERMAN TO STANLEY.
KennNEsaw MouNTAIN, October 5, 1864. Received 2:80 .o
Throw forward pickets on the Sandtown road. Take strong position
and hold it.
No. 16. VoLUME 39, PAGE 90.
STANLEY TO SHERMAN,
Pixe Top, October 5, 1864, 3:10 p.M.
Iam on Pine Top. . . . Isaw our cavalry about two miles in ad-
vance of Kemp's Mills.
No. 17. VoLuME 39, Pace 90.
SHERMAN 70 STANLEY.
In Tue Frerp, October 5, 1864.
I want to eontrol the Sandtown road bhack to Allatoona.*
No. 18. Voruvur 89, PaGe 91.
SHERMAN TO ELLIOTT.
, Ix THE FIELD, October 5, 1864,
Dispatch Garrard to-night to Allatoona, making a eircuit to the right,
and to learn if possible the state of affairs there. . . . The day was so
hazy that we could get but few messages. Corse is there with his division.

"

No. 19. VorLuME 39, PAGE 92.
SHERMAN TO ELLIOTT.
IN THE F1eip, October 5, 1864.

I have heard from Allatoona. All right. Corse is there, but wounded.
You need not send Garrard's cavalry, but send a squadron.

No. 20. VoLUME 39, Pace 92.
SHERMAN TO ELLIOTT.
Ix THE F1ELD, October 5, 1864.

I have been up on Kennesaw all day watching the attack. Since it
ceased I have a signal, 0. K. Corse wounded. . : : I want to
establish communication with Allatoona.

No. 21. VorLuuME 89, PAGE 96.
TOURTELLOTTE TO SHERMAN.

ALLATOONA, GA., October 5, 1864.
Gen. Sherman: Corse is here,

*This is the road to New Hope Chureh over which we marched.
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No. 22. VoLume 89, Pag 96,
TO COMMANDING OFFICER, ALLATOONA.
KENNESAW MOUNTAIN, October 5, 1864,
Near you.
No. 23. VoLumE 39, Pagk 96.
SIGNAL DISPATCHES FROM AND T0O HKENNESAW MOUNTAIN.
" At 8 A.m. I called Allatoona for two hours and a half. I asked for news,
and at 10:30 A.m. received the following message: ““We hold out. Gen.
Corse here.” ADpAMS, Signal Officer.

At 4 p.u, I again called Allatoona, and at 4: 15 got the following: “We
still hold out. Gen. Corse is wounded.”

No. 24. Vorume 39, Pace 97.
KENNESAW MouxTar, October 5, 1864.

Tell Allatoona to hold on. Gen. Sherman says he is working hard for
you.

No. 25. VoLUME 89, PAGE 97,
GEN. G. B. RAUM TO GEN. I. E. SMITH.

CARTERSVILLE, GaA., October 5, 1864,
We have won a great victory at Allatoona to-day. Tam just from there.

Gen. Corse is slightly wounded in the cheek: Col. Tourtellotte slightly in
the left thigh,

No. 26. Voruue 39, Pagrs 111, 112.
LIEUT. W. H. SHERFY, CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER, KENNESAW, REPORTS.

October 4, 1864.
I called Allatoona and sent the messages received last night. Isaw the
enemy hard at work destroying the railroad on both sides of Big Shanty.
At 5 P.yx. the enemy began to move off on the Acworth road, and

at 6 P.M. our army moved into camp «l the foot of Little Kennesaw Mown-
tain. :

October 5.
To-day the battle of Allatoona was fought. I could see the smoke of
guns and shells. Gen. Sherman was with me all day sending and receiv-
ing messages.

Having now given you some knowledge of the ground, the
strength of the fortifications, the numbers engaged on either
side, the ratio of inequality between troops inside and those out-
side ordinary works, and the many inspiring hopes sent to the
garrison to hold out, you can better comprehend

‘TaE BATTLE.

The day dawned beautiful and bright, and as the sun rose
higher and higher in the mellow autumnal sky, and lit up the
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“forest-clad heights, it turned into a quiet Indian summer day of
hazy, drowsy appearance inducive of rest. All nature’seeme(‘i at
variance with the active preparations being made for the im-
pending conflict of arms. i

Gen. Corse had placed in redoubt “R” the Seventh Illinois,
the Thirty-Ninth Iowa, and the Ninety-Third Ill_inois.' He had
some companies in advance of ‘“R,” and the remainder in reserve
in the rear of “R.” These three regiments for the defense of
this redoubt (called rifle pits) numbered nine hundred and four
-officers and men.

Tourtellotte, in fort ““T” and the intrenchments, had for the
-defense east of the railroad the Fourth Minnesota, Eighteenth
Wisconsin, and the Fiftieth and Twelfth Illinois Regiments.
Soon, however, the Fiftieth and Twelfth Illinois were ordered
-over by Corse to the west side of the railroad. :

I made the following disposition of my division of infantry
present on the ridge. Sears’s Brigade was ordered to the 1‘101'th
side of the ridge and east of the railroad. = Cockrell’s Bmga,de
and the four regiments of Ector’s Brigade were on the ridge
west of the enemy’s works. ‘

About 9 .m. the artillery ceased firing, and, under a flag of
truce, I sent a summons to the commander of the garrison to
surrender, supposing the forces were small or to be the same as
reported to me when I was in Acworth. The summons was
carried by Maj. D. W. Sanders, Adjutant General. He waited
about twenty minutes for a reply; receiving none, he returned.
I bad no idea that the garrison had been reénforced by the ar-
rival of Gen. Corse with one of his brigades.

It was now near 10 .M. when, impatient at the delay of Sears
not getting in position, I ordered Cockrell to make the attack on
the redoubt “R” with his brigade of nine hundred and fifty
strong, supported hy four regiments of Ector’s Texas Brigade
-of about four hundred men. The ridge was so narrow that wh.en
deployed the wings were in the woods on the steep si_des of a
rocky ridge. ~As Cockrell neared the line he was subjected to
the fire of the artillery from the two forts “T” and *“C,” and
the musketry from * R,” and the troops in the intrenchments on
the east side of the railroad, near the deep cut, that swept his
approach on every side. Arriving near the redoubt, the troops
were stopped by the formidable abatis and other entanglements.
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There for an hour, under this searching fire, they worked to
make a way through the abatis. When passages had been made
they rushed to the assault, and, after a terrible hand-to-hand
conflict, the redoubt was carried, and the survivors fled to
fort *“C,” followed by our men, and in a few minutes every Un-
ion soldier west of the railroad, including the Fiftieth and
Twelfth Illinois, sought refuge in fort ““C” and the ditch sur-
rounding it, crowding them beyond measure.

Thus did 1,350 Confederates carry the redoubt defended by
904 brave Union veterans, although subjected all this time to the
fire of forts ‘““T” and “C,” and other flanking works. But
I will let Gen. Corse tell the story himself, as found on pages
761-766, Volume 39, War Records, only I will correct the errors
in names and figures in some instances:

I had hardly issued these incipient orders when the storm broke in all
its fury on the Thirty-Ninth Iowa and Seventh Illinois. Young's [Cock-
rell's] Brigade of Texans, 1,900 strong, had gained the west end of the
ridge, and moved with great impetuosity along its crest till they struck
Rowett’s command, where they received a severe check, but, undaunted,
they came again and again. Rowett, reinforced by the Ninety- T hird Illinois,
and aided by the gallant Redfield, encouraged me to hope we were all safe
here, when I observed a brigade of the enemy under command of Gen.
Sears moving from the north, its left extending across the railroad. I
rushed to the two companies of the Ninety-Third Illinois, which were on
the brink of the cut running north from the redoubt [fort **C*'] and par-
allel with the railroad, they having been reénforced by the retreating
pickets, and urged them to hold on to the spur, but it was of no avail,
The enemy’s line of hattle swept us back like so much chaff, and struck
the Thirty-Ninth Towa in flank, threatening to ingulf our little band with-
out further ado. Fortunately for us, Col. Tourtellotte's fire caught Sears
in the flank and broke him so badly as to enable me to get a staff officer
over the cut with orders to bring the Fiftieth Illinois over to reénforce
Rowett, who had lost very heavily. However, before the regiment sent
for could arrive, Sears and Young [Cockrell and Young] both rallied and
made their assanlts in frontand on the flank with so much vigor and in such
force as to break Rowett’s'line, and had not the Thirty-Ninth Towa fought
with the desperation it did I never would have been able to have brought
a man hack into the redoubt [fort **C'"]. As it was, their hand-to-hand
struggle and stubborn stand broke the enemy to that extent that he must
stop to re-form before undertaking the assault on the fort. Under cover of
the blow they gave the enemy the Seventh and Ninety-Third Illinois and
what remained of the Thirty-Ninth Iowa fell back into the fort. The
fighting up to this time—about 11 A.3.—was of a most extraordinary char-
acter. Attacked from the north, from the west, and from the south, these
three regiments, Thirty-Ninth Towa, Seventh Illinois, and Ninety-Third




