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als_o arrived, and the next morning came

With him the condition of affdirs was very
During this time the weary C
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much changed now.
onfederates, after capturing the
ne hundred and ten men at Alla-
toona Creek bridge, marched on till midnight of the 5th, and

the next morning were at New Hope Church, far away from
Allatoona. Corse was now resting in the bosom of his friends,
who no doubt congratulated him on his happy deliverance from
the distress of the day previous; and as there were no Confed-
erates near to distress him any more, he wrote Sherman, AT 2

P-M. ON THE 6TH, his (so-called) famous dispatch, which for
CHEEK 18 unequaled:

1 am short a cheek bone and an ear, but can whip all h-1] yet!!

Now the adverb *“yet” in this case implies conditions un-
ghanged. But, as they were then entirely changed, he was not
Justified in sending such a dispatch. Tt is a vainglorious, self-
laudatory dispatch, no doubt sent to divert attention from the
real condition in which his command had been placed; or it may
be that the joy he felt the day after the battle, on being reén-
forced and rescued from the *¢ slaughter pen” (in which he was
pex}t up), by Sherman’s movements to save him, caused him to
write it; if so, it is not excusable.

If, however, intoxicated at
the mess

table by the congratulations of friends and the usual
accompaniments required for his condition, he was inspired to
send that dispatch (as a postprandial speech is made), to mean
nothing, then he may he forgiven.

But the unbought grace of life, the trained veracity, the
chivalrous respect for foemen his equal in valor, whose Eiaring
he had witnessed, whose prowess he had felt, and from whose
presence he so longed to bhe delivered, should have restrained
him, at a much later date, from writing in his official report the
fabricated story of how he “drove the Confederates from every
position until finally they fled in great confusion,” because he
well knew this statement was not true.

In connection with Gen. Corse’s visit with Joseph M. Brown
to the battle ground at Allatoona, I have a letter from Mr.
Brown giving me other information of what was said during
his visit to Atlanta. As a guest of Senator Brown this conver.
sation grew frank and friendly.
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; ATLANTA, Ga., August 31, 1900.
Gen. 8. G. French, Pensacola, Fla,

My Dear General: Answering your inquiry as to Mr. De Thulstrup’s
picture of the battle of Allatoona, I will state that in 1886 Gen. John M,
Corse came to Georgia with the.above well-known hattle artist. I went
with them to Allatoona, where we spent almost a day going over the

various points of the ridge on both sides of the railroad, where there were
fortifications.

Returning to Atlanta, these two gentlemen were my guests at my fa-
ther’s home. That night, after some social conversation, Gen. Corse and
Mr. De Thulstrup went upstairs to their sleeping apartments. Within
probably an hour afterwards I also went up to my sleeping room. The
hall door leading from my room to Gen. Corse’s being open. I was unin-
tentionally made a hearer of conversation going on. Gen. Corse was
quite animated in giving instructions to the artist as to iow to draw the
picture. I very distinctly heard him use the following expression: “Be

sure you have the Rebels running.”” He repeated this in very positive
tones.

Any one looking at the picture will see that the artist faithfully com-
plied with the General’s instructions.

Very truly yours. JOsEPH M. BROWN.

When J. M. Brown told Corse that French never received his
reply to his summons to surrender, he answered: *“ This is the
first information I have to that effect, that my answer never
reached him.” Then Corse told him he was in great haste in
examining the lines and disposing of his troops. *‘ When one of
his staff officers hailed me with advice that he had a note from
the enemy’s commander, which he supposed was a summons to
sarrender, . . . I took the note and read it; it made me
mad, because, from what I could see of his forces, and what I
knew of mine, I believed that I had about ag big a force as he
had, hence considered the summons a superfluous piece of bra-
vado. I sat down on a log, and, pulling my notebook out of
my pocket, wrote the reply across the face of one of its pages,
which I tore out and handed to my stafl officer with instructions
to take it to the bearer of the summons. . . . I never knew
whether my answer reached French or not.”

There is something in this statement which must be regarded
as very remarkable, for in the ordinary aftairs of life, if even a
servant be sent to deliver a letter, and does not find the person
to whom he was to deliver it, would he throw it away and never
mention it, or would he return with it and report that he did not
find the man to whom he was to hand it? And does not common
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sense tell us that on such a momentous matter as this involving
the lives of hundreds of men, his staff officer would hax;e reporte?l
t}il&t the flag of truce could not be found, and have returned the
dlsl?atch given him? And, furthermore, can any person of in-
telligence believe that Gen. Corse and the said staff officer did
n.ot speak about this pretentious answer to the summons at any
tzme, which is published to the world in facsimile, of which Julius.
I?. I-Brown, of Atlanta, has one copy. Tf he published the *‘fac-
simile” of the dispatch sent me, where did he getit? It seems
to me the General ““doth protest too much.” And further htkar
says: “Being in great pain from my wound, I took the train the
mght. of the 5th for Rome.” If this be true how could he
have issued his “famous?” dispatch from AI]atn’onﬁ on the aft-
ernoon o.f the 6th, for it gives the place, date, and the hour?

I.am inclined to the belief that he did not leave Allatoona
until after the 6th, or on the second day after the fight.

I would not detract anything from the Well—earned'reputation
f)f.Gen. Corse—and more especially so, as he is not living—yet.
it is a duty incumbent on me, a duty T owe to my children, and
particularly to the noble Confederate soldiers who were ,with
e, to protect them against the statement of beine “driven
&w.ay” by the garrison. The demands of impartial é}::‘Li.‘stm-v re-
quire of me—an actor therein, a living witness—to transcribe
from my diary the facts as there recorded at the time, so that
the world may know to what extent the many repor,ted inei-
dfants of the battle have truth for their foundation as we now
find them related in nursery tales to children, taught in
ichools, narrated in story, and sung in the gospel hymn of

Hold the Fort” wherever the cross is seen and Christianit
prevails. 7

But in the current literature of the North derived from the
exaggerated bulletins daily sent from the seat of war there isa
wonderful admixture of truth and error, and I am trying to
sepa.r.&te them so far as they are found in the ordinary \Mfers?ons.
of this battle, and emphatically to declare that the Confederate
troops were 7ot repulsed as stated in the light publications of
the day, or as written in Corse’s report.

If any further testimony he desired, T would refer you to the.
following letter from a publication made by Joseph M. Brown
son of the late Senator Joseph E. Brown, of Georgia. : ;
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ALLATOONA, GA., November 10, 1890.
Mr. Joseph M. Brown.

Dear Sir: In reply to the inquiries contained in your letter of October
31, I will state that, with my brother, I was in Allatoona on the night of
October 4, 1864, when the place was surrounded by Confederates under
Gen. French.

Early the next morning, for safety, we went into the fort on the west
side of the railroad, and were there during the battle that day. Gen.
Corse commanded on the west side of the railroad, and was in the fort all
the latter part of the fight. The Federals fought desperately, and after
they lost fort R "'* across the Cartersville road they were very much dis-
heartened. They could get no water without exposing themselves to a
deadly fire; and it was very much needed, especially for the wounded.

During the latter part of the engagement I frequently heard it said they
were nearly out of ammunition. They were on the point of giving up the
fight several times. The command ‘:Cease firing’ was given by some-
body and passed around the fort, but then some of the officers rallied the
men a little.

If the attack had been kept up a little while longer, the fort would have
certainly been taken; but tothe surprise of the Federals, their enemy’s
fire slackened and the Confederates retired from the front of the fort. The
Federals at this time were at a loss to understand this movement, when
they themselves were nearly ready to surrender. They seemed momen-

tarily to expect a renewal of the attack from some other quarter. They
remained quietly in the fort for nearly or quite three-quarters of an hour
after the Confederates retired. Butwhen they found that the Confederates
would not renew the fighting there was a great rally in the fort. Then
there was some desultory firing at the Confederates on the south of the
fort near the depot and station. The Federals did not sally out of the

fort until the Confederates were gone entirely out of sight.
W. M. DENTOK.

As regards the arms captured by Corse, I will simple remark
they were inferior muskets exchanged on the field for Spring-
field rifles, and Henry repeating rifles (16 shooters), one of
which T turned over, by my Aid Yerger, to the United States
Ordnance officer at the close of the war. Had Corse gone to
the blockhouse at Allatoona creek, he would have captured there
eighty-five muskets (thrown away) in the road, in exchange for
those we captured there, which would have augmented his list
of arms captured.

%It is proper that I should here state that my official report (page 816, War Records, Val.
39) contains an error. When I saw the Fiftieth and Twelfth Illinois leave the east side of
the railroad and join the force on the west side, I believed that all were on that side, and
wrote,“The Federal forces were now confined to one redoubt (fort ‘C’), and we occupied the
ditch.” I did not discover this error until after it was too late to correct it. If must be re-
membered that the battle was fought on a mountain ridge, some of the sides inaccessibly
steep, and covered with timber obstructing the view.
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Provisioxs.

There were about one million rations of bread at Allatoona,
and two million seven hundred thousand in Atlanta, and nof
two million seven hundred thousand in Allatoona as stated
by Col. Ludlow. (Sherman’s letter to Corse, page 134, Vol. 39.)
The rations in Allatoona in no way affected the *‘ march to the
sea.” They were ordered to Rome on the 11th, for use above.
{See page 207.)

1 propose breaking up the railroad from Chattanooga and
striking out with wagons. . . . Until we can depopulate
Georgia it is useless to occupy it. . . . The utter destruc-
tion of the roads, houses, and people cripple their resources.
-« . Ican make Georgia howl. . . . I have eight thousand
cattle and three million rations of bread.” (Page 162, Vol. 39.)

The destruction of the stores at Allatoona, had it been done,
would not have interfered with the ‘“march to the sea.”

The stores in Allatoona were in our possession, and they were
not set on fire by our men because they wanted some them-
selves, and much was appropriated. But I had no knowledge
of there being a large depot there until I withdrew Cockrell
and Young; and while waiting for Sears I heard the men speak
about them. On obtaining this information a party of men
were sent there to burn them. It is a singular fact that only
three matches could be found, and Gen. Cockrell had them, and
when the party reached the stores the matches failed to ignite.

Gen. Sherman left Atlanta November 15, 1864, and arrived at
Savannah on the 10th of December. He writes that he had sixty-
five thousand men. To supply these men the twenty-seven days
they were on the march would require one million seven hun-
dred and fifty-five thousand rations. They averaged eight miles
per day—for the distance is about two hundred and twenty miles.
I have related to you how I made a march (with a large wagon
train, through a desolate country, heavily laden) of ninety-six
miles in fifty-two hours; and this without water.

This much vaunted ““march to the sea” was a pleasure excur-
sion, through a well-cultivated country, and is a mere bagatelle
compared with that made by the Mormons from Illinois to
Utah, or the many expeditions made overland to California dur-
ing the gold excitement. The distance to California is ten
times greater than the distance from Atlanta to Savannah.
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Sherman boastfully writes that he ‘‘destroyed two hundred and
sixty-five miles of railroad, carried off ten thousand mules, and
countless slaves; th .t he did damage to the amount of $100,000,-
000. Of this, his army got $20,000,000, and the $80,000,000 was
waste,” as they went ‘‘looting” through Georgia.

But not content with this, when ‘“this cruel war was over,”
he presented the delectable spectacle of ‘“how we went thieving
through Georgia” at the grand review of /s army in Washing-
ton, by mounting his bummers on mules laden with chickens,
ducks, geese, lambs, pigs, and other farm productions, unblush-
ingly displayed, to cover up the concealed money, jewelry, and
plate taken from the helpless women—to delight the President,
to edify the loyal people, to gratify the hatred of the populace
to the South, to popularize the thirst for plundering made by
his troops, to be an object lesson to the present generation, to
instill a broader view of moral right, to heighten modest sensi-
bilities, to refine the delicate tastes of young ladies, to humiliate
a conquered people; or wherefore was this unwise *‘ Punch ‘and
Judy?” show given?

During the revolutionary war, when the British fleet ascended
the Potomac river, one ship sailed up to Mount Vernon—the
residence of the arch rebel, Washington—and made a requisi-
tion for provisions which his agent filled. The English com-
mander must have been a gentleman hecause he did not bhurn
the dwelling, insult the family, nor commit robbery!!!

Gen. Bradley T. Johnston, in his life of Gen. J. E. Johnston,
quotes that, ““Abubekr in the year 634 gave his chiefs of the
army of Syria orders as follows: ‘Remember that you are al-
ways in the presence of God, on the verge of death, in the as-
surance of judgment and the hope of paradise. Avoid injustice
and oppression. . . . When you fight the battles of the Lord
acquit yourselves like men, without turning your backs; but let
not your victory be stained with the blood of women or chil-
dren. Destroy no palm tree, nor burn any fields of corn. Cut
down no fruit trees, nor do any mischief to eattle, only such as
you kill o eat. 'When you make any covenant or article, stand
to it and be as good as your word. As you go on, you will find
some religious persons who live retired in monasteries, and pur-
pose themselves to serve God in that way. Let them alone, and
neither kill them nor destroy their monasteries.’
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“ Judged by the laws given Moses on Sinai, or the teachings of
Him who stilled the waves on Galilee, or the Koran, the prin-
ciples of morality, or feelings of humanity; were not the gates
of Paradise open to Abubekr?

**Owing to the barbarities that were practiced by the Eng-
lish soldiers and sailors, and the refusal to exchange prisoners,
Capt. John Paul Jones, when in command of the Continental
ship, Ranger, on April 23, 1778, landed on the Isle of St. Mary,
Scotland, with a small force and surrounded the house of the
Earl of Shetland, to carry the earl away, and have him de-
tained until through his means a general and fair exchange of
prisoners, in Europe as well as in America, could be effected.

‘““The earl was not at home, and Jones permitted his men to
take silverware from the castle as fair plunder and a just re-
venge for the acts of British sailors in America, who had not
only looted the homes of the rich, but had driven off one cow
and one pig of the laborer.

““The silver taken was of the real value of £500 pounds, but
when sold for the benefit of the crew, Jones bought it and re-
turned it (at his own expense) at a cost of £1,000 pounds, all
told, to the noble lord.” (Spear’s ¢ History of Our Navy,”
pages 142-148, Vol. 1.)

Was not England fighting the colonies then in rebellion ?

It is not I who charge Sherman with destroying cornfields,
cutting down fruit trees, or ““driving off one cow and one pig;”
he himself boasts of having done it. If he did take the “‘one
cow and the one pig,” he kindly left the poor women their tears
and their memory.

SHERMAN.

The dispatches numbered 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18,
19, 20, 23, and 26, which I have given, will show Gen. Sher-
man’s untiring efforts to save Allatoona, and to prevent my di-
vision from joining Hood. No. 26 shows that on the 4th his
force went into camp at the foot of Little Kennesaw. Nos. 15
and 16 show that Stanley, with a part of the army of the Cum-
berland, was on Pine Mountain at 2:10 p.uM. on the 5th. At that
hour we were sitting under the shade of the trees at Allatoona,
waiting for Sears’s men, and on the ridge by the fortifications.

My diary, written on the spot, says we left with the wagons
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at 4:30 .M. Next, we were detained an hour in capturing the
blockhouse at the creek. If Stanley had moved promptly, he
could have occupied the Dallas road, moving northwest, at some
point many hours in advance of me. No. 17 informs Stanley:
I want to control the Sandtown road back to Allatoona.” That
is the road I marched over from the blockhouse to New Hope
Church on the 5th, and morning of the 6th.

Sherman’s cavalry was ordered several times to hold that
road. They were two miles in advance of Kemp’s Mill at 3:10
P.M. on the 5th (see No. 16), and not four miles from the road.
We were then at Allatoona.

In Sherman’s ‘““Memoirs,” Vol. IL., page 147, you will find these
words: ““‘From Kennesaw I ordered the Twenty-Third Corps to
march due west on the Burnt Hickory road, and to burn houses
or piles of brush as it progressed to indicate the head of column,
hoping to interpose this corps between Hood’s main army at
Dallas and the detachment ¢/ien assailing Allatoona.”

The 7est of the army was directed straight to Allatoona,
eighteen miles distant.

By the map, Allatoona (in a direct line) is thirteen miles
from Kennesaw, ten miles from Pine Mountain, twelve miles
from New Hope Church, eight miles from Big Shanty, eleven
miles from Lost Mountain; and from Pine Mountain, where Gen.
Stanley was on the 5th with part of the army of the Cumber-
land, to the road over which I passed on the 6th, 7t #s only five
miles. Also the cavalry that was at Kemp’s Mill at 8:10 ..
on the 5th was within five miles of the residence of Dr. Smith,
where 1 encamped on the night of the 5th.

For these facts, read again the Federal dispatches that T have
given. It is therefore manifest that only by tardy and cautious
movements, or no movements, as Sherman ordered, arising from
Hood’s fighting qualities, they failed to place a powerful force
across our road before I left the bridge across Allatoona creek
or at any time on the 6th, the day following. _

Sherman at first, or “for a time, attributed this result” (my
withdrawing my troops) ‘‘to the effect of Gen. Cox’s march”
(see page 147, Vol. II., of his ““Memoirs”), which, in truth, was
mainly the cause; but he generously gave—however erroneous-
ly—all the credit to his lieutenant, with whom he was well
pleased for ‘‘holding on” and ‘‘holding out” through faith in




