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““his promises to come to his relief,” and then complimented
him in a general order that Corse must have felt as being a lit-
tle ironical, save only as relates to ‘“holding out™ with a fuith
in Sherman which can be found in St. Paul’s Epistle to the He-
brews, .where he writes that “ faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”

Sherman’s signal dispatches to Corse before and during the
battle to ““hold the fort,” intended only for their encourage-
ment, has now become a world-wide inspiration in the form of a
gospel song written by the evangelist P. P. Bliss.

Mr. Joseph M. Brown writes that ‘“the circumstances of the
messages and the battle being narrated to the evangelist, he
caught from them the idea for the stirring words :

Ho! my comrades, see the signal
Waving in the sky!

Reénforcements now appearing,
Victory is nigh.

Chorus.—Hold the fort, for T am coming!
Jesus signals still;
Warve the answer back to heaven:
“By thy grace we will!”

““He wrote this song on the night that he first heard the story,
and sung it in the Tabernacle in Chicago nextday. It was caught
up by the voices of thousands, and from that day to this has
been a standard gospel lyric.”

HOOD.

On the afternoon of October 4, 1864, when 1 was at Big
Shanty, on the railroad near Kennesaw, Gen. A. P. Stewart, my
corps commander, handed to me two orders from Gen. Hood,
The first one is dated October 4, 7:30 A.M., and the second at
11:30 a.m. These two orders may be found in my official report
of the battle of Allatoona on a preceding page.

The purport of these two orders is: that I will take my di-
vision to Allatoona and fill up the deep cut there (a photograph
of a part of this cut is here given), and then go on to the Etowah
river bridge and burn it; if possible ; and thence march to
New Hope Church by taking roads running south to New Hope

RAILROAD CUT, ALLATOONA. FORT ““C” ON THE LEFT, FORT
- “1” ON THE RIGHT.
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Church, and join my corps there; the destruction of the bridge
being the more important duty ; and I was expected to join the
army on the 6th.

If this cut be critically examined, it will be perceived that the
order to ‘““fill it up” in an hour or so, and then go on to the
bridge, does not evince a profound knowledge of engineering.
A little boy builds sand forts and castles on the seashore with
wooden paddles, and believes he is a Vauban or an Inigo Jones. *
He knew we had but a few spades, and directed Gen. Stewart to
borrow for me tools from Gen. Armstrong ; and he had none.

In 1880, sixteen years after he wrote those orders, Gen. Hood
published a work called ‘‘Advance and Retreat,” in which the
following words are written (page 257) :

“I had received information—and Gen. Shoupe records the
same in his diary—that the enemy had in store, at Allatoona,
large supplies which were guarded by two or three regiments.
As one of the main objects of #/e campaign was to deprive the
enemy of provisions; Maj, Gen. French was ordered to move
with his division, to capture the garrison, if practicable, and
gain possession of the supplies. Accordingly on the 5th, at 10
A.M., after a refusal to surrender, he attacked the Federal forces
at Allatoona, and succeeded in capturing a portion of the works ;
at that juncture he received intelligence that large reénforce-
ments were advancing in support of the enemy, and, fearing he
would be eut off from the main body of the army, he retired and
abandoned the attempt. Maj. L. Perot, adjutant of Ector’s Bri-
gade, had informed me by letter that our troops were in pos-
session of these stores during several hours, and could easily
have destroyed them. If this assertion be correct, I presume
Maj. Gen. French forbade their destruction, in the conviction
of his ability to successtully remove them for the use of the Con-
federate army.”

Now, if any intelligent person will carefully scrutinize the or-
ders given me, and then ponder over what Hood published, he
can arrive at no other conclusion than that the account published
is erroneous. They cannot both be true!

And further, when I made my official report I copied my or-
ders that he gave me, and I stated in my report : *“ It would ap-

*Vauban—A French marshal. the greatest of military engineers; born
1633. Inigo Jones—An eminent architect : horn in London 1572,
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pear, however, from these orders, that the general in chief was
not aware that the pass was fortified and garrisoned that T was
sent to have filled up.”

This report was, by Gen. Stewart, delivered to Gen. Hood,
and by him forwarded to the War Department in Richmond ;
thence it went to the War Department in Washington. And
although I therein state that Hood had no knowledge of the
place being garrisoned, or fortified, he forwarded it without
comment. Ie could not do otherwise. There were the origi-
nals copied in his own order book.

*“ Gain possession of the supplies !” under all the environments,
is only a vague expression of a glittering generality and signi-
fies nothing particular, and is a mere platitude and nothing
more. What was I to do with them? Bring them away? re-
move them without a wagon, when about six hundred were re-
quired!

But let us suppose that Hood actually did know that Allatoo-
na was fortified, garrisoned, and a depot for army rations. If
8o, then he should have imparted to either Gen. Stewart or me
that information.

Again : Gen. Hood having declared that the main object of
the campaign was *‘to deprive the enemy of provisions,” here
was the desired opportunity ; nay, more—to appropriate them
to his own use. He wrote the first order to me at 7:30 4.3 on
the 4th. At that time I was at Big Shanty, Walthall at Moon’s,
and Loring at Acworth, only two hours’ (daylight) march from
Allatoona!

Now I ask in the name of common sense, Can it be possible
that, with Gen. Stewart’s army corps so near those much need-
ed army supplies, he should order Gen. Stewart’s Corps to remain
there close by them ‘till late in the evening,” and then march
him away and order me, the most distant, to go there and ** take
possession of them?”

Had he known what he says he did, undoubtedly he would
have ordered, at daylight on the 4th, every available wagon to
Acworth, and (instead of the utterly impractical one of put-
ting 2 mountain in a deep cut) ordered Gen. Stewart with his
three divisions to Allatoona in all haste. Loring could have
reached Allatoona by 77 w.m. on the Jth, and the others soon
after. The battle would have been fought on the 4th, and be-
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fore the arrival of Corse at midnight. No! for the want of in-
formation, this was not to be. '

And so I went all alone into the land occupied by the enemy,
and Gen. Hood moved farther and farther away, leaving me iso-
lated beyond all support or assistance.

Gen. Hood could not have had a good knowledge of the topog-
raphy of the country, because when my dispatch to Stewart—
that I would withdraw from Allatoona to'avoid being shut up in
a cul de sac—was received Hood tells Stewart that he does not
understand ‘““how Gen. French could be cut off, as he should
have moved directly away from the railroad to the west.” (Page
791, War Records, Vol. 89.) I am quite sure Gen. Armstrong,
when (at 9 a.:.) he sent me his dispatch, also sent a copy of it
to Gen. Stewart or Hood, because Hood at 1:15 ®.0. tells Arm-

strong he ““must prevent my being surprised, and enable me to.

get out safely.” - .

I will state here again that it was about noon on the 4th, when
some citizens, living on the line of the railroad above, remarked
that we *“could not tear up the track to Allatoona, because that
place was fortified and garrisoned, and that it was a depot for
supplies.” Therefore it was that Gen. Stewart and myself, in

~ discussing the order, were convinced that Hood did not know the

condition of affairs at Allatoona, and at my request he gave me
some additional artillery; and so there is ample evidence that
Hood had no knowledge that the enemy occupied the Allatoona
Pass.

Gen. Hood was indeed a brave man, if not a courageous one,
and he couched his lance at the enemy wherever he met him,
whether in the guise of a windmill or the helmet of Mambrino;
but at last, in after days, he went over to the enemy, for on page
257 of his volume he writes: ‘‘Gen. Corse won my admiration
by his gallant resistance, and not without reason the Federal
commander complimented this officer, through a general order,
for his handsome conduct in the defense of Allatoona !”

It is a pertinent question to ask from what source Gen. Hood
derived his information. If he had read Gen. Corse’s report,
he would have disecovered that his men would not expose them-
selves enough to fire over the parapet, and that they merely
‘““held out” for the hourly promised assistance, etc., as I have
narrated. Is it pleasing to learn from his pen his rapturous
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love for the Federals and contempt for the Confederates and his
standard of admiration? Mine is different; and I am free to
state that it was the Confederates with whom T was present, who
by their death,

““by their painful service,

The extreme danger, and the drops of blood
Shed,*

by their gallantry and perseverance won my admiration. And
this is no reflection on the enemy they met. Hood’s want of
admiration for the soldiers he commanded in 1864 and 1865 is
the highest meed to their intelligence.

Perhaps it was natural, in after years, that Gen. Hood should
select some Federal officer on whom to bestow his admiration,
and when they passed in review before him Gen. Corse was
awarded this honor. I trow he must have forgotten Col. Clark
R. Weaver, U. S. A.

Seven days after Allatoona, Gen. Hood with his entire army
was at Resaca. It was garrisoned by about five hundred men
commanded hy Col. Weaver. Hood summoned Weaver to sur-
render in unmistakable terms, ending as follows:

If the place is carried by assault, no prisoners will be taken.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. B. Hoov, General.

To this Col. Weaver replied:

In my opinion I can hold this post. If you want it, come and take it.
CLARK R. WEAVER, Com’d’g Officer.
(See Sherman’s « Memoirs,”” Vol. 1L, page 155.)

Nevertheless, on page 257, ‘‘Advance and Retreat,” Hood
writes, ““Gen. Corse won my admiration by his gallant resist-
ance,” ete., and further on—page 326 of his book—he writes,
““The information I received that the enemy was moving to cut
me off proved to be false,” which is refuted by the arrival of re-
enforcements, as I have stated, and Sherman’s dispatches that T
have given. :

It is singular that so many laudatory statements should have
been made by Gen. J. M. Corse and admirers about the battle
of Allatoona, which were not necessary to sustain his character
as a soldier.

I have before me a book of nearly five hundred pages, written
18
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by F. Y. Hedley, adjutant of the Thirty-Second Illinois Regi-
ment, which is entitled *‘ Pen Pictures of Everyday Life in Gen.
Sherman’s Army, from Atlanta to the Close of the War.” This
includes the battle of :Allatoona, and as he makes the story to
be palatable to the.tastes of those who enjoy the marvelous, at
the expense of the Confederate soldiers and myself, I feel obliged
to expose more of the legerdemain used to deceive the public by
juggling tricks.

I will state that on page 219 there is a facsimile of my sum-
mons to the commanding officer of the garrison to surrender, It
was sent, as I have stated, because it was then supposed that the
garrison was small in numbers. It reads:

AROUND ALLATOONA, October 5, 8:15 A.M., 1864.
Commanding Officer U. 8. Forces, Allatoona:

Sir: I have placed the forces under my command in such positions that
you are surrounded; and to avoid a needless effusion of blood, I call on
you to surrender your forces at once, and unconditionally. Five minutes
will be allowed you to decide. Should you accede to this, you will be
treated in the most honorable manner as prisoners of war.,

I have the honer to be very respectfully yours,

S. . FrENCH,
Muajor General Commanding Forces (. S.

On the same leaf is a facsimile of Gen. Corse’s reply to my
note, and it reads:

HeapquarTErs FourtH Divisioy, !
F1rreENTH ARMY CORPS, 8:30 a.M., October 5, 1864, |

Maj. Gen. G. 8. French, C. 8. A.:

Your communication demanding surrender of my command I acknowl-
edge receipt of, and respectfully reply that we are prepared for the “*need
less effusion of blood '’ whenever it is agreeable to you.

I am very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JoBN M. CoRsgE,
Major General Commanding Forces U. S.

Let us investigate this matter.

The facsimile of my letter is true, no doubt about that; but we
have also the facsimile of the reply made by Corse which was
sent me, and by me never received; and in the face of that Corse
‘““declared he never knew that I did not receive it, or that it was
not delivered to Maj. Sanders, the bearer of the flag of truce,”
until so informed by Joseph M. Brown, whose guest he was when
he came to Atlanta with the artist De Thulstrup to have the bat-

ArTER TWENTY YEARS. 275

tle painted; and he further told him: ““I took the note (French’s)
and read it. It made me mad, because from what I'could see of
his forces, and what I knew of mine, I believed that I had about
as big a force as he ; hence considered the summons a superflu-
ous piece of bravado. I sat down ona log, and pulling my note-
book out of my pocket, wrote the reply across the face of one
of the pages, which I tore out and handed to my staff officer with
instructions to take it back to the bearer of the summons.”

Not finding Maj. Sanders, of course he returned in a few
minutes and gave Corse the note.

Next William Ludlow (now a general in the United States
army), in his address to the Michigan Commandery, Loyal
Legion, at Detroit, on April 2, 1891 (page 20), says: ‘“Corse
did reply; he wrote his answer on the top of a neighboring
stump.”

Then Hedley (page 223) says of Corse: i every pound of
flesh and blood was that of a hero: his eye flashed as if lighted
with a Promethean spark; and his chest swelled with angry de-
fiance to the hideous threat implied in the summons to surren-
der! ‘Capt. Flint,” said he, ‘answer this!” so Capt. Flint
seated himself ‘upon a tree stump and wrote the reply.”

I care not who wrote the reply to my note; I only desire to
know who kept it concealed for over twenty years, and then pro-
duced it, and, together with mine, authoritatively gave them to
Hedley to photograph and publish side by side.

If Corse had it hid away, or knew where it was, then he must
have been mistaken when he declared to Joseph M. Brown that
he never knew that T had not received it. Besides, that T re-
ceived no reply was reported officially and well known.

As regards the ““hideous threat implied” in my note, it has
been left to the hero of Allatoona to discover it for the first time,
although the like and similar expressions have been used by
many commanders in the years long past, and escaped the crit-
ical acumen of those to whom they were sent to find an implied
threat therein.

No one except Ludlow, so far as I am aware, has ever pub-
lished that Maj. Sanders was fired on hy Corse’s soldiers when
approaching under a flag of truce. T made it known on an in-
closure in my official report.

Adjutant Hedley says *‘the heroic defense of Allatoona is al-
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most as famous as the ‘charge of the Light Brigade,’ and far
more momentous in its results.”

There was nothing momentous pending on it. It was Hood’s
ignorance of the enemy’s position that caused the battle; it should
never have been made. We had nothing to gain; we would
not remain there, nor had I any means to carry stores away with
me. It is well known what Hood ordered us to do: ““fill up the
Allatoona cut, and hurn the bridge over the Etowah river,” and
join him on the 6th. ;

I here repeat that the one million rations of bread in Alla-
toona were not a factor in Sherman’s march to Savannah. He
refused to repair the railroad we had destroyed, and sent the ra-
tions north of the Etowah. Subsequently, however, he did put
the road in condition so as to send the sick and wounded, etc.,
north from Atlanta. The war records show he had in Atlanta
3,000,000 rations and eight thousand beeves. For 65,000 men
eighteen days were required 1,170,000 rations. On the march
the most difficult problem Sherman had to solve was what to do
with his superabundant rafions.

Let us examine Hedley on this question. He writes, first:
The regular commissaries and quartermasters foraged for the
regular commands off the country; but ‘‘under the color of the
license given by Sherman’s orders every regiment in the army
sent out an independent foraging party, whose duty it was to see
that its particular command was furnished with all the pELICACIES
the country afforded. These men were the most venturesome
in the army ;7 they ‘‘took great risks and experienced startling
adventures. . . . If the negroes told the bummers stories of
cruelty they had suffered, or hostility to the Union, etc., the in-
jury was avenged by the torch.” So on the twaddle of negroes
these bummers, acting as judges, without appeal, executed their
own sentences.

The rehearsal of these scenes afforded amusement in Wash-
ington, and ‘‘Marching through Georgia” is still a favorite
hymn to the sanctimonious people who delight in cruelty to in-
nocent women and little children.

“The bummer was a wily diplomat and learned all that was
to be known of the neighbor farther down the road whom he ex-
pected to raid the next day. . . . The bummer drew a line be-
tween the rich and the poor.”
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g 1 arousing the camp; he
had six animals, horses and mules, strung together with a mot-
ley improvised harness made of odds and ends. . . . He bestrode
one of the wheelers, and swayed in the saddle from the effects
of apple-jack; his wagon was an immense box of the Tennes-
see pattern, high at each end, low in the middle, similar to an
old Dutch galiot, loaded to the guards with the choicest of
wines and liquors; and by chance there was in the cargo a box of
glass goblets. . . . Samples of the wines were sent to corps
headquarters, pronounced excellent, with the intimation that a
further supply would be acceptable, etc.,” and so on the chapter
reads to the end. :

The bummers generally obliged the negroes to improvise
teams, and in wagons brought their stealings into camp. ‘“*They
ranged over a section between sixty to el'ghty miles in breadth.”
(Page 272.) The writer pursues a middle line : he tells us nothing
about the distress of the thousands of women and children left
homeless by these cruel wretches, nor does he see any of watches,
plate, and jewelry stolen ; and now here we are, in the last jfeal'é
of the century, told by the ‘‘ Grand Army of the Republic * that
we must not tell any of these matters to our children in our
school histories.

I am now about to close my account of this hattle and the
false statements regarding it. I have written it because of Gen.
Corse’s willfully making an erroneous statement toward the close
of his report about driving the division away, and because of his
(so-called) famous dispatch, the gospel hymn, and the shouts of
victory, congratulatory orders and admiration parties; because
of Hood’s statement about orders given me—all of which have
thrown a glamour over the conflict, making things seem to be
what they were not.

I have endeavored to dispel the illusion, remove the glamour,
uncover the hidden truth to him who will seek it.

The ““holding on™ power of the Federal soldier in this battle
was remarkable, and his faith commendable. From 11 .11 to
near the close of day they were pent up inside and around in the

ditch of a small fort in such numbers that they lay on one an-
other, sat on each other, stood on others dead or alive, praying
for relief. There they stayed till, in the silence of the gloam-




