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PREFACE.

During the war with Mexico, 1847—48, a friend of mine,
J. Hogan Brown, was the sailing master of the United
States steamship Mississippr. The Mississippi went from Vera
Cruz in the squadron to attack Tampico, and had in tow
the schooner Bonita— gunboat.
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During the night a “norther” sprang up, and the officer
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of the deck let the Bonite go, and did not think it neces-
sary to report the fact to the commodore,
In the morning the commodore, Matthew C. Perry, came

on deck, and not seeing

v
o

was. The officer of the deck told him that in the night

the Bonita, inquired where she

they had let her go in consequence of the weather. The
commodore, who was not noted for his suaviter in modo,
though strong in the fortiter in re, said: “Send the master
to me.”. Upon his appearance he said, “ Mr. Brown, where
is that schooner?” Brown, who was never at a loss for an
answer, instantly replied, “She is S. 8. B, fifteen miles
distant.” “She is, eh?” said the commodore, and turning
to the officer of the deck he said, “Steer S. 8 E” The

officers in the ward room, hearing of the occurrence, said,

“Well! old Brown is saught at last.” In about an hour
the man at the mast-head called out: “Sail ho! “ Where

away ?” said the officer of the deck. “Right ahead,” was

- » - ?
the reply; and in a few minutes: “Can you make her out?
v




Vi : PREFACE.

& NT =
Yes, sir, a schooner.” « By George,”
5%
the ward room, “old Brown is p
awhile the strange
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said the officers in
ight, after all’”  Afier

sail was reached, and proved to bhe a

merchant ('}]U(Jntr b €IS o, y
: ou d nsace ] 1 _l e INmo e.
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0 a great rage, sent for Brown and sg

said: “Did yoqu
3 b . L8 3 not
: }r the schooner Bonita bore 8. S, E. fifteen miles off ¥’
Well, sir,” said Brown, “ the -

reckoning calle 3 S
. oning called for 4 schooner ;
1ot say ¥ was the Bonitq 17

Now the moral of this j
the moral of this is that this reckoning calls for g

schooner ] rlic
r, but no Parbieular schooner : so if any

fellow exp.
o ; Xpects
his schooner to be mentioned he may

iy find himself mistaken,
\‘\lal to say here, with Captain Kineaid of the rifle
battalion: “That this is my book :

2 7 : and if any man wishes
13 name or services to he specially

- mentioned, let him
write a book for himgelf” :

43 Yorx St

f\‘mjb M, Va.
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