RECOLLECTIONS OF A NAVAL OFFICER.
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Aour this time T accompanied Commodore Mitchell several
times to General Beauregard’s headquarters. The commodore
was in constant communication with the general; but I am
unable to say what their plans were. On the 19th of June
our squadron got underweigh from the anchorage at Chapin’s
Bluff and proceeded down the river. At 2 p. M. we anchored
off upper Howlets, which I suppose is in an air line two miles
from lower Howlets; but by the river much farther. A refer-
ence to the map will show that the James river pursues a very
circuituous course between City Point and Richmond. It is
indicated by the names, such as Curl’s Neck, Turkey Bend,
Dutch Gap, &c. Insome cases a distance by land of a mile re-
quires eight or ten to accomplish by water. From our anchor-
age at upper Howlets nothing could be seen of the monitors in
Trent’s reach—in fact we were anchored under a bluff on the
right bank of the river. General Butler had erected a tower
of wood at Trent’s reach perhaps 120 feet high, as a post of
observation. It gave him a very good one. Our artillery
officers were prevented from trying to destroy it by the searcity
of ammunition. We could see the top of this tower from our
anchorage, and of course the masts of our gunboats were visible
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from it, but not the hulls. We had been at anchor an hour or
two not expecting a movement of any kind—indeed I was sit-
ting in an arm-chair on the shield of the Richinond reading—
when a shell was fired from one of the monitors in our direc-
tion. It exploded just at the river bank and scattered the
pieces about the forward deck of the Virginia, wounding three
men. Whilst we were wondering at this, another shell came
and exploded just after it had passed over us, and again
another. As we could not return the fire, and there was no
necessity to remain and be made a target of, we got underweigh
and went back to Chapin’s Bluff. As the guns had to be pointed
by directions from those in the tower I have mentioned, I
thought this the most remarkable shooting I had ever seen or
heard of; but happening to mention this circumstance after
the war to a naval officer present at the time on board one of
the monitors he informed me that they were not shooting at
usatall. He said that some officials had come from Washing-
ton on a visit, and they wishing to see a large gun fired, the
monitors had obliged them. In those days they were not
particular as to where they fired, and the result was as I have
mentioned. A curious incident certainly, but the facts were
precisely as I have stated them.

The authorities in Richmond now became very anxious that
the navy should make some demonstration on the river in order
to relieve the great pressure on the army. Commedore Mit-
chell held a council of war; and it was decided to attack the
monitors lying in Trent’s reach, at long range, in connection
with the heavy guns we had by this time mounted at Howlets.
Our vessels could not go fairly up to the obstructions and face
the monitors, for we knew that the Richmond and Fredericks-
burg could not stand the 15-inch shot. We thought then that
the Virginia could, but were afterward undeceived.

On the 21st of June the vessels got underweigh, and stood
down. The Fredericksburg was to take a station in a bend in
the river, about two miles (in an air line) from the monitors,

and the Virginia and Richmond, with the gunboats, werc to
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fmelgnr on the north side of Dutch gap, about a mile and a
half above them. In getting underweigh my vessel, the Rich-
mond, parted a wheel-rope and it got wound up round the
shaft and disabled her. We got a gunboat to tow us down
but did not get to the Virginia until the afternoon.  We uul):
fired a few shots. The whole affair, however, was a fiaseo. We
could not see the monitors, and they could not see us. They
were not hit once during the day by us, and the reports speak
of the firing of our vessels as extremely wild. How could it
be otherwise under the circumstances? The battery at How-
llct’s f,:zrilck the monitors but once. The fact is we were wrong
e yielding to the clamor of the army to “do t‘-Olll[‘t-]]iIl*’f.:
We knew that we could do nothing with the monitors l:‘ut.
long range, even if we could see to hit them: we knew
equally well that we could not stand the effect of their
guns at close quarters. We might have gotten our gun-
boats through the obstructions, and made a dash at them
with torpedoes; but it must be remembered that the enemy
had a battery on shore to cover the obstructions. Our
army anticipated a great naval engagement that day, and
we were expected to accomplish wonders. The soldiers were
all on the lookout; they looked to see us run over the
?bslruatious like smoke, and destroy the monitors in no time.
The result being so much of a disappointment to them, we were
much ridiculed. The whole affair was a mortification to us of
th(:l navy. From this time until the close of the summer cam-
paign we remained below Chapin’s Bluff, shelling the batteries
put up by the enemy on the left bank of the river occasionally
and assisting the army so far as we could. The enemy ma&e;
no advance on the right bank of the river, but advanced on
the north side. On the 19th of September, 1864, the Federals
captured Fort Harrison, near Chapin’s Bluff,

We were on pretty short rations in the squadron this
summer—the allowance was halfa-pound’ of salt pork and
three biscuits per man a day. A permanent bridge was built
across the James river about two miles below the city, and just
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above Drury’s bluff was a pontoon bridge. General Lee had
occasion to cross his men from one side to the other frequently
during the fall and winter—so I very often saw portions of
his army. I well remember the appearance of the poor
fellows, halfstarved and badly clothed as they were. They
were full of fight, though, and showed no signs of giving up.
General Grant had crossed to the south side of the James
river on the 14th of June, after his bloody repulse at Cold
Harbor, June 1st, and had settled down to the siege of Peters-
burg. All eyes were consequently turned in that direction.

In the squadron we were gladdencd by the success of our
iron-clad ram Albemarle, which vessel, under Captain James
B. Cooke, had (after overcoming innumerable difficulties) sue-
ceeded in descending the Roanoke river, April 19th, and dis-
persing the Federal squadron off Plymouth, N. C. She sunk
the steamer Southfield, and drove the other vessels off; and her
presence led to the recapture of Plymouth by the Confed-
erates.

On the 5th of May the Albemarle started from Plymouth
with the small steamer Bombshell in company, on what was
called a seeret expedition. I think it probable the intention
was to destroy the wooden men-of-war in the sounds, and then
tow troops in barges to Haiteras and retake it. If this could
have been done the Albemarle would have had it all her
own way, and Roanoke island, Newbern and other places
would again have fallen into the hands of the Confederates.
Shortly after leaving Plymouth the Albemarle fell in with
the Federal squadron, consisting of the steamers Muitabesett,
Sassacus, Wyalusing, Whitehead, Miami, Ceres, Commodore
Hull and Seymour—all under the command of Captain Melane-
fon Smith, and after a desperate combat was forced to refurn
to Plymouth. Here Captain Cook had to leave her, as his
health was much broken by his hard work and previous
wounds.

The Albemarle was sunk by a torpedo-boat under Lieutenant
W. B. Cushing, U. 8. N, on the night of the 27th of October,
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1864—one of the most dashing acts on the part of Licutenant
Cushing ever recorded in the history of war. Tmmediately
after the Albemarle was sunk Plymouth again fell into the
hands of the enemy.. I had not known Captain Cook in the
old navy, but I saw enough of him at Roanoke island and
Elizabeth City to know that he was a hard fighter. Few men
could have accomplished what he did in taking the Albemarle
down the river with the carpenters still at work upon her. It
was only done by his energy and persistence. He was deserv-
edly promoted for his services. :

Young Cushing had been a pupil of mine at the Naval
Academy in 1861. He was rather a delicate-looking youth ;
fair, with regular, clear-cut features, and a clear, greyish-blue
eye. He stood low in his classes. He was first brought to
my notice during the war by my happening to get hold of his
report of the loss of the U. 8. steamer Ellis, under his com-
mand, at New River inlet, Nov. 24, 1862. I was impressed
with this part of his official report (the italics are mine): “and
the only alternatives left were a surrender or a pull of one and
a half miles under their fire in my small boat. The first of
these was not, of course, to be thought of.” Knowing him to
be at that time but 19 years old, I comprehended his heroic
qualities and was not at all surprised to hear more of him.
Immediately after the war I went to San Franciseo, and my
first visitor was Cushing. He was the hero of the hour, and
the citizens made much of him. Under the circumstances T
thought he conducted himself with much modesty. He died
in 1874.

But if we were gladdened by the suecess of the Albe-
anarle we were depressed by the news of the capture of the
Alabama by the Kearsarge June 19, 1864. This action has
been deseribed by the two commanders, and by English and
French spectators, so that we now know all about it; but the
Hon. Secretary of the Navy in his report for 1864 says in re-
lation to Captain Semmes and his surrender: “when beaten
and compelled to surrender he threw overboard the sword that
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was no longer his own.” “ Having surrendered, he cannot re-
Jieve himself of his obligations as a prisoner of war un.ti-l he
shall be regularly exchanged.” As the captain of the frigate
Congress acted precisely in the same manner, and as he ser-ved
without being regularly exchanged one might consider thlS' a
little strained. But the Hon. Secretary was a tremendous fel-
low with his pen, as we shall see in his account of the capture
of the Florida :

¢ He could distinguish and divide
A hair *twixt south and south-west side.”

Captain Semmes in his report of the combat ﬁflds f:%ult with
Captain Winslow of the Kearsarge for ““ faking’ his chain c_a-blcs
up and down his ship’s sides so as to protect the maclnr_lery
and boilers. I can see no reason in his complaint. He might
as well have objected to his slinging his yards in chains, or
making any other preparation for battle. We are told that at
the battle of Fontenoy there was some altercation between the
commanders of the English and French © guards” as to which
should take the liberty of  firing first ;” mais nous avons changé
tout cela! Captain Winslow was fortunate in having for his
execntive officer Lieutenant Commander James . Thornton ;
a fichting man every inch of him. I could never und('nstand
why he was not made a commander for his great services on
this occasion.

Not very long after the loss of the Alabama we. heard
of the capture of the Confederate man-of-war I lanflo; by
the U. 8. steamer Wachusett, October 7, 1864. The circum-
stances as is well known were these: The Florida, Captain
Charles M. Morris, entered the port of Bahia, Brazil, and foux{d
there the Wachusett, Captain Napoleon B. Collins. Being‘ in
a neutral port Captain Morris took no more precautions against
an attack than he would have done if commanding a vessel in
time of peace. He gave his men liberty, a watch flt- a time,
and kept on watch only the usual harbor sentmelsl:. On
the night of October 7, he himself with many of his offi-
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cers and half his crew being on shore, and the crew
board being in the usual condition of men who have '0:::
returned from liberty, his vessel was unexpectedly ;ttacﬁ:d
}F]'J t}; I‘I"achusdi’, and -after a slight re@iﬁtance‘ captured.
ma(; - S;ifg :;:f;eméinh:; Ha‘.mpt-on Roads, anr.l upon a de
| delivery by the Brazilian Govern-
ment, she was designedly run into by a vessel appointed for the
purpose and sunk. T have heard an account of this wliule affair
from Captain Morris, his executive officer Portér (who was o
board at the time she was captured), and from an ofﬂcerj Whn
was on board the Wachusett. 1 have reason to believe that C :
tain Cf»lllins’ action, and the subsequent course ('Jf th(; {Yag
autimvrlt}es, were not generally approved of by the ofﬁcer; Lf.
the U. 8. Navy. It is understood that (Japtﬂi;l Collins’ CC:HI("‘;O
ey T i E : -
E :1; é]:::n:. ([;i;lt 1; i. the American Consul at Bahia. He probably
The following is the account given of this affair by the Hon
Secretary of the U, 8. Navy, in his report for 1864, As t >
n-ot to be found in Disraeli’s © Curiosities of Lit.eratur;* ”41 11:1. li
give it a place here: “ Subsequently, entering the B;;s' of qus
Salvador, she (the Florida) encountered the s?ertmerr I-I.’ackuf at;l
commanded by Commander Collins, to whom she surrun.de:zd.,
and .b'y whom she was brought in a leaky and dilupiduted,
condition to Hampton Roads. Here, while at anchor, an arm
transport came in collision with the shattered vess,e] whicﬁ
sunk a few days after near the wreck of the GH,mbc’ria;a(l.”

Shade of Sir Percie Shafton!

But the spot for sinking her was ill-chosen. Could the noble
;*n@n w.}m !av coffined in that gallant craft (the Cumberlond)
t::l\elnson from the dead and spoken, they would have pro

ested against the act asash riolati : ¢
o ct as a shameful violation of the laws

honorable warfare. e

In the fall of 1864 T was ordered back to the Patrick Henry

e e . 2

and. t.?le exercises of the school were continued during all the

exciting scenes of the winter. Captain James H Rochelle, an
- ]
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officer of high pmﬁ*ssional standing, and who had served with

- distinction during the entire war, joined us as Commandant of

Midshipmen and executive officer.

I think it was on the night of the 23d of January, 1865, that
an aitempt was made to get the iron-clads down the river, the
object being to destroy General Grant’s transports and stores at
City Point. Had this succeeded it would have made a very
great difference in the result of the next campaign. City Point
was the base of General Grant’s supplies, and if they had been
destroyed, and we had resumed the control of the river, it is
difficult to say what would have become of his army. It
might have led to his surrender, and in any event would have
geriously erippled him.

The affair was wisely planned. There was but one monitor,
the Onondaga, on the river, and the design was to push boldly
through the obstructions at night and strike for City Point.
The gunboats were to go down under the lee of the iron-clads,
and sink the captured transports at Harrison’s bar, below City
Point, to prevent any more vessels being sent to Grant’s assist-
ance. Upon approaching the obstructions the leading vessel,
the iron-clad Fredericksburg, Captain Frank Sheppard, passed
through safely ; but the next vessel, the Virginia, got aground
and barred the way for the others. The moniter, which had
been lying in Trent’s reach, retired down the river, but the
battery at Iowlets opened a heavy fire. Finding it impos-
sible to get the Virginia off, Commodore Mitchell pulled down
o the Fredericksburg in an open boat, and finally recalled her,
and the attempt was abandoned. The next morning the moni-

tor returned and opened fire on the Virginia, still aground.
We here saw the effect of the 15-inch shot upon the strongest
of our iron-clads. One of them struck the Virginia's shield,
bow on, and shattered it very much. We had no vessels in
the Confederate Navy that could withstand the 15-inch shot.
This was very evident. Fortunately the Virginia succeeded in
getting off and out of rance, otherwise she would have been
destroyed. The gunboat Drury was also aground. A shot




344 RECOLLECTIONS OF A NAVAL OFFICER:

from Howlet’s battery passed through her magazine, and she
blew up. Providentially the officers and men had been re-
moved to the Virginia.

So ended this affair. It was thought by some that if the
Fredericksburg had been permitted to go alone to City Point she
might have accomplished our purpose, as she had a torpedo on
her bow for the single monitor. Her commander was a dashing
officer and would have accomplished as much as it lay in the
power of any one man to do. I must add in justice to the
captain of the monitor Onondaga, that he explained that he
retired down the river so as to have more room to mancouvre ;
he said he had no intention of retreating below City Point.
Certain it is that, finding he was not pursued, he returned to
the seat of action, and opened fire upon the Virginia, with the
effect I have described. He was, however, relieved of his
command and placed on the retired list. General Grant was
very much annoyed at his retreating below Trent’s reach: and
to show the importance the Federal authorities attached to
this movement of ours, Admiral D. Farragut was immediately
placed in command of the James river squadron, in the ab-
sence of Admiral Porter, who was at this time at Wilmington
with most of his vessels. Admiral Farragut, however, did not
assume 1it.

After General Joseph E. Johnston had fallen back to At-
lanta in the summer of 1864 he was relieved of his command,
and General Hood appointed to succeed him. This was a
fatal mistake—we all see it now. President Davis has been
much blamed for this; but I happen to know that great press-
ure was brought upon him to relieve General Johnston by the
citizens of the south-western states. Many of these gentlemen
were very quiet about it afterwards and are now; but when
they found General Johnston continually falling back, and
even the President could get no satisfactory information from
him as to heow far he intended to retreat (for Johnston is not
the most communicative of men) a clamor was raised to relieve
him. General Hood had been a successful colonel, brigadier
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general, major general and lieatenant gen.eral, so that it was
reasonable to suppose he would do we!l‘ in command of an
army. Suppose he had captured Na&:hvllle as he could hav;a
done had he advanced upon it immedmte'ly after the' baFtle o
Franklin, how then. I yield fo no man m my admiration .f'o_r
Ceneral Johnston. I know him to be a s.ﬂlcher bo.rn, and his
friendship I value. We know now that his i:ampmgn of 1864
was a model of tactics and strategy—Moreau’s retreat t.hmugh
the black forest did not equal it—but the general .behef’ tha}t
President Davis relieved him of his command entirely of his
own motion I know to be a misapprehension, and the Southern
thatyday prove it. :
Pﬂll)i'fgrzfﬁ;ry E?d, iISI(;S, Vice President Stephens accompanied
by two commissioners went to Hampton R?ads an:.l met
President Lincoln and Secretarry of State Seward in the
hope of arranging terms on which to _make e I'Iere
acain President Davis has been most unjustly criticised since
tlcl,e war. It has been said that we could have made better
terins than we finally got. T suppose we could ; but what I
mean to say is that the majority of the army and navy would
not haye been satisfied with any terms tl?at Mr. Lincoln was
prepared to offer us at that time. Nothing would have con-
vinced them that the-cause was hopeless but exactly what hap-
pened. I speak for myself, and it is reasona'bie to suppose
that thousands felt as I did, and say that my .“'1511 was) to _hght
i out to the bitter end. It has been also said that I r_esndcnt
Davis and the Confederate government were harsh and intoler-
ant. There was never a greater mistake. Treason stalked
triumphant o’er the land, and many a man was spared who
<hould have had his neck stretched. While every man had a
right to his opinion before the war, yet after war was aCtL}‘dll_\T
declared every man should have been made to stand 1?5- the
Confederacy -or leave the country. Pe:ﬂulips if we hz.ld‘had
something like Mr. Seward’s “little bell ” it \\'oulc-i lm.\e heen
all the better for us. The Confederacy had “set its life upon

a cast” I think our statesmen failed to fully appreciate this
3 15%
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fact. War is an unequal thing at best; but why some men
should have been expected to give up everything for the
“cause,” and others permitted to reap money by the war, is
something T fail to understand. My observation during ;,he
war was that the generals in the field did not have that strong
su p.pnrt from the government which was so necessary fo théu?
It is_a singular fact that while the war produced many gen:
erals it produced absolutely no orators or statesmen.
Charleston was evacuated February 18, and Wilmington was
c'ap-tn.retl February 22, 1865. The naval officers il]::l sailors
arriving in Richmond from these and other places were or-
ganized as anaval brigade under Commodore Tugker, and sent
to man the various batteries below and in the neitrhb:)rhood of
Prury’s Bluff. Admiral Raphael Semmes, who Tlad returned
from Eurf';pe, landed in Texas and made his way to Richmond
was 1"111t in command of the James river squa.:ﬂmn Fehruar:
18, 1865. :
During the winter we were visited in the squadron by the
Secretary of the Navy and the naval committees of the two
Houses several times. I remember that on the oceasion of oﬁe
of these visits the chairman of the Naval Committee in the
House fell to me to escort. While ascending the hill at D1.°u~
ry’s Bluff' I expatiated upon the value of the ram and torpedo
as defensive weapons. I said that even if the Confederate
Navy had‘ done nothing else but to develop these two great
weapons, it would have immortalized itself, ete., ete. At the
lunch which Mr. Mallory gave on the bluff that day, this gen-
tleman upon being called on for a speech, “ stole my jchu.l.ldé(g:: e
but as I am not much given to public speaking ﬂmy'eelf )e’r
haps it did not very much matter. i
'Aﬂ‘airs were looking very badly for us about this time—the
winter of 1865. Men were deserting in large numbers from
General Lee’s army and from the James river squ.adron. The
cause of the large desertion in the army was the march of
General Sherman through Georgia and South Carolina. The
letters received by the soldiers from their wives and families
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they could not resist their appeals to return for their protection.
Tn the squadron, where very fow of the men were to the
manner born,” the scanty ration was the principal cause of their
leaving. A man shut up in an iron-clad with nothing to do
after the morning drill, broods over his hunger—it is not like
being on shore, where a man can move about and forage a
litile. Still the sailors, with all their sufferings, were better
off than General Lee’s soldiers, inasmuch as they were well-
clothed and had always a dry hammock at night.

One of my officers, who was remarkably neat in his dress,
told me that cpming on from Charleston he had a seat along-
side a soldier who was returning to his regiment in the field.
The soldier was very badly clad and looked haggard and care-
worn. Eyeing my friend critically and earnestly, he asked
him a number of questions: “1If he was a general ¥7 (we wore
silver stars on our straps, as the brigadier-generals did) ; if
he was returning to his regiment; » «where it was stationed,”
cte., ete. My friend finally told him that “he belonged to the
navy.” After some reflection, the soldier said, confidentially :
« 7 tell you what it is, if things don’t soon look better, I'll be
dogged if T don’t try to mavy it a little too.”

We knew in February, if not before, that everything de-
pended upon General Lee’s being able to hold his lines about
Petersburg. I was in constant and confidential communica-
tion with the Secretary of the Navy, and knew, how very
anxious our authorities were. It was strange how Mr. Mallory
clung to the idea of keeping up the Naval School, even if
Richmond had to be abandoned. By his direction I sent

Ticutenant Graves into North Carolina and Georgia to select
buildings, with a view to our leaving Richmond and establish-
ing ourselves inland. Graves made two or more trips for this
purpose, but we could not settle upon any locality. What
with Sherman and Wilson to the south, and Stoneman to the
west—to say nothing of other commands—it was difficult to
hit upon a quiet spot. What we wanted was © a pleasant cof,
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in a tranquil spot, with a distant view of the changing sea ;”
but it was hard to find. T did not take much interest in this
search myself, having long before considered our success hope-
less; and I felt sure that the loss of Richmond involved the
fall of the Confederacy.

After the capture of Fort Harrison by the Federal troops
the Patrick Henry was ordered up to protect the bridee al)ove:
Wilton. The enemy were making demonstrations on tc}’le north
side of the river the entire winter, and not a day passed that
we did not hear the booming of great guns and the rattling
of musketry ; yet the midshipmen pursued their daily routine
We had at this time sixty midshipmen, and these with theix:
o_fﬁcers constituted a force of about seventy men, armed with
rifles and extremely well disciplined and drilled. We had
among them representatives of the best families of the South.
I need not say thai, under the circumstances, the care of these
young gentlemen gave me many anxious moments.

To_wards the end of March the Patrick Henry was moved up
t?e river near Rocketts, and I was directed to prepare her for
sinking in the obstructions. I commenced getting her ready,
an-d rented a warehouse on shore to which to remove the mid-
shipmen and stores. Many families were now leaving Rich-
mond, among them the President’s and Mr. Mallory’s. The
squadron under Admiral Semmes was at anchor between
Chapin and Drury’s bluff, and the naval brigade under Com-
modore Tucker was distributed among the batteries near by
as T have before said. Such was the position of affairs on th;
river on the evening of April 1st, 1865.

THE EVACUATION OF RICHMOND.

CHAPTER XXXIL.

THE EVACUATION OF RICHMOND—ORDERED TO TAEE CHARGE OF THE
CONFEDERATE TREASURE—THE CORFS OF MIDSHIPMEN—THE NIGHT OF
APRIL 2D—SCENES AT THE DEPOT—DEPARTURE OF THE PRESIDENT AND
CABINET—ARRIVAL AT DANVILLE—GO ON TO CHARLOTTE, N. C.—GEN-
ERAL STONEMAN AT SALISBURY—RESOLVE TO CAERY THE TREASURE
FARTHER SOUTH—MES. PRESTDENT DAVIS ARD FAMILY—LEAVE CHAR-
LOTTE—PASS THROUGH CHESTER, NEWBERRY, ABBEVILLE AXD WASH-
INGTON —ARRIVAL AT AUGUSTA, GEORGIA—THE ARMISTICE BETWEEN
GENERALS JOHNSTON AND SHERMAN — DETERMINE TO RETRACE MY
STEPS—LEAVE AUGUSTA FOR WASHINGTON, GEORGTA.

Ox the afternoon of Saturday, April 1st, 1865, I went up to
Richmond—not having left the ship for some little time be-
fore—intending to pass the night there. Wishing to learn the
latest news I drove direct to Mr. Mallory’s house. It was
then near sunset. I found Mr. Mallory walking to and fro on
the pavement in front of his house, with a revolver in his
hand. I presumed he had been perhaps shooting at a mark,
though I did not ask him. In reply to my question Mr. Mal-
lory informed me that the news that day from General Lee
was good, and that affairs about Petersburg looked promising.
T told him I had proposed spending the night in the city, it
nothing was likely to happen in the river Tequiring my pre-
sence on board the Pairick Henry. He said he knew of
nothing to prevent, and after some further conversation I left
him. I passed the night in the city. If I recollect aright our
Home Guards were out on the Brooke turnpike fo repel a
threatened raid in that direction—but the night passed quietly.

The next morning T walked down to Rocketts, and went on
board my ship. We had the customary Sunday muster and
inspection, and as we piped down I observed a company of




