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in a tranquil spot, with a distant view of the changing sea ;”
but it was hard to find. T did not take much interest in this
search myself, having long before considered our success hope-
less; and I felt sure that the loss of Richmond involved the
fall of the Confederacy.

After the capture of Fort Harrison by the Federal troops
the Patrick Henry was ordered up to protect the bridee al)ove:
Wilton. The enemy were making demonstrations on tc}’le north
side of the river the entire winter, and not a day passed that
we did not hear the booming of great guns and the rattling
of musketry ; yet the midshipmen pursued their daily routine
We had at this time sixty midshipmen, and these with theix:
o_fﬁcers constituted a force of about seventy men, armed with
rifles and extremely well disciplined and drilled. We had
among them representatives of the best families of the South.
I need not say thai, under the circumstances, the care of these
young gentlemen gave me many anxious moments.

To_wards the end of March the Patrick Henry was moved up
t?e river near Rocketts, and I was directed to prepare her for
sinking in the obstructions. I commenced getting her ready,
an-d rented a warehouse on shore to which to remove the mid-
shipmen and stores. Many families were now leaving Rich-
mond, among them the President’s and Mr. Mallory’s. The
squadron under Admiral Semmes was at anchor between
Chapin and Drury’s bluff, and the naval brigade under Com-
modore Tucker was distributed among the batteries near by
as T have before said. Such was the position of affairs on th;
river on the evening of April 1st, 1865.

THE EVACUATION OF RICHMOND.
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Ox the afternoon of Saturday, April 1st, 1865, I went up to
Richmond—not having left the ship for some little time be-
fore—intending to pass the night there. Wishing to learn the
latest news I drove direct to Mr. Mallory’s house. It was
then near sunset. I found Mr. Mallory walking to and fro on
the pavement in front of his house, with a revolver in his
hand. I presumed he had been perhaps shooting at a mark,
though I did not ask him. In reply to my question Mr. Mal-
lory informed me that the news that day from General Lee
was good, and that affairs about Petersburg looked promising.
T told him I had proposed spending the night in the city, it
nothing was likely to happen in the river Tequiring my pre-
sence on board the Pairick Henry. He said he knew of
nothing to prevent, and after some further conversation I left
him. I passed the night in the city. If I recollect aright our
Home Guards were out on the Brooke turnpike fo repel a
threatened raid in that direction—but the night passed quietly.

The next morning T walked down to Rocketts, and went on
board my ship. We had the customary Sunday muster and
inspection, and as we piped down I observed a company of
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Home Guards going out in the direction of Wilton, and T
wondered at it. Shortly after I received a dispatch from
the Secretary of the Navy which read as follows: “ Have the
corps of midshipmen, with the proper officers, at the Danville
depot to-day at 6 P. M., the commanding officer to report to
the Quartermaster General of the Army.”
Sending for Captain Rochelle T directed him to carry out
the order and to have three days provisions cooked to carry.
He asked me if T would go myself. I told him no; that he
would go in command and T would remain and take care of
the ship; that he would probably be back in a few days.
‘While preparations were being made, it struck me that it would
be as well to go to the Navy Department myself and obtain
more definite information. I landed, and as I passed Rocketts
(the landing-place of our river steamboats) 1 met a large
number of prisoners on their way to the boats to be sent down
to be exchanged. It passed through my mind at the instant
that in the case of the evacuation of Richmond this was just
what would be previously done, and it had not been the custom
to send them off in the middle of the day—they were always
sent off at daylight. However I pursued my way up Main street
and in a few moments met a clerk who inquired of me how he
could get down to Drury’s Bluff. I told him, and observing
him to be excited inguired if there were any news. “ Why
don’t you know,” said he with his eyes starting out of his head,
¢ Richmond s to be evacuated this evening ?”” I at once returned
to the Potrick Henry and gave orders for all hands to be at the
DPanville depot at 6 o’clock with the exeeption of Lieutenant
Billups and ten men whom T left to burn the ship. I then
went to the Navy Department and saw Mr. Mallory. Hetold
me the news. The city was to be evacuated that evening, and
my command was to take charge of the Confederate treasure
and convey it to Danville. Everything was being packed up for
carrying off about the departments, though a geod many things
had been sent away in. March in anticipation of thisevent. In
the city those who had anything to do were at work at it, and

THE CORPS OF MIDSHIPMEN. 351

yet in the midst of all the excitement there was a peculiar
quiet—a solemmity—I have never ceased to 1'(-mefnher ; perhaps
the pale, sad faces of the ladies aided to bring it about—they
knew it was impossible for them to leave, and they prepared to
share the fate of their beloved city with the same heroism they
had exhibited during the past four years. The provost ma.rshal
had given orders to his men to scize and destroy all- the liquor
they could find in the stores, and they did so—a Wise precau-
tion. I went to the depot at 6 o’clock and found the treasure
packed in the cars, and the midshipmen under Captain Ro-
chelle in charge of it. So far as T know there was about hul.f
o million of doilars in gold, silver and bullion ; at least that is
what the senior teller told me, as well as T recollect. I saw the
boxes containing it Tany times in the weary thirty days I had
it under my protection, but I never saw the coin. The teller
and his assistant clerks had charge of the money, and the corps
of midshipmen guarded and eventually saved it. In ad'dltmn
4o the Confederate money, there was also some belonging to
the Richmond banks. Tt was in charge of their oﬁice}'s, and
travelled with us for safety. I had nothing to do with it; but,
urse, gave it our protection. :
Off;’t the gepot,t]'le sc::ne I find hard to describe. The Presi-
dent’s train was to precede mine, which was expected to !Je .the
Jast out of the city ; both trains were packed—mnot only 1ns;d_e,
but on top, on the platforms, on the engine,—everywhere, In
fact, where standing-room could be found; and those who
could not get that « hung on by their eyelids.” T placed sen-
tinels at the doors of the depot finally, and would not let
another soul enter. :

And here T must pay a tribute to the eridshq'm‘fen who
stood by me for so- many anxious days; 'thelr training and
discipline showed itself conspicuously during tc.h:lt ‘t.lme——-FhE_‘,
best sentinels in the world—cool and decided in their replies,
prompt in action, and brave in dauger.,—their cond'uct. al-
ways merited my approbation and excited my admiration.
During the march across South Carolina, foot-sore and ragged
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as they had become by that time, no murmur escaped
them, and they never faltered. On the 2d day of May they
were disbanded in Abbeville, South Carolina, far from their
homes. They were staunch to the last, and verified the adage
that “blood will tell.” Their officers I cannot say too muzh
for. Our professors, as I have before said, had all seen service
in the army, and they resumed. their campaigning with ala-
crity. From the time we left Richmond until we disbanded,
they set the example to the corps to obey orders, with the
watchword: “guard the treasure.” I am sure that Mr.
Davis, and Mr. Mallory if he were alive, would testify to
the fact that when they saw the corps in Abbeville, way-
worn and weary after its long march, it presented the same
undaunted front as when it left Richmond, and that it
handed over the treasure, which had been confided to it thirty
days before, intact; and that, in my opinion, is what no
other organization at that time could have done.

While waiting in the depot T had an opportunity of seeing
the President and his Cabinet as they went to the cars. M:i
Davis preserved his usual calm and dignified manner, and
General Breckenridge (the Secretary of War), who had deter-
mined to go out on horseback, was as cool and gallant as ever—
but the others, I thought, had the air (as the French say) of
wishing to be off. General Breckenridge stayed with me some
time after the President’s train had gone, and I had occasion
to admire his bearing under the circumstances. The Presi-
dent’s train got off about 8 p. m.; but there was much delay
with mine. Hour after hour passed and we did not move. .

The scenes about the depot were a harbinger of what was
to come that night. The whiskey, which had been “ started”
by the Prevost guard, was running in the gutters, and men
were getting drunk upon it. As is the case under such eir-
cumstances (I noticed it, t0o, at the evacuation of Norfolk),
large numbers of ruffians suddenly sprung into existence—I
suppose thieves, deserters, ete., who had been in hiding. Thesc
were the men who were now breaking into stores and searching
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for liquor. Toadd to the horror of the moment (I say horror,
for we all had friends who had to be left behind), we now
heard the explosions of the vessels and magazines, and this,
with the screams and yells of the drunken demons in the
streets, and the fires which were now breaking out in every
direction, made it seem as though hell itself had broken loose.
Towards midnight, hearing the rambling of artillery crossing
the bridge below us, I sent an officer to see what it was. He
returned with the information that it was Lightfool's battery and
the rear guard of the army. I thought the name suggestive.
Shortly after, to our relief, our train started and crossed the
bridges; and after a short delay in Manchester we steamed
away at the rate of some ten miles an hour.

1 must pause here to say that the Federal troops under
General Ord, upon their entrance into the city about daylight
next morning, soon put an end to all disorder, and conducted
themselves with much moderation and propriety towards the
citizens of Richmond.

We went along at a slow rate of speed, stopping at Amelia
Court House and other places, and arrived at Danville on the
afterncon of April 3d. We found the. Cabinet here; and
President Davis issued a short and stirring proclamation.
During the night, Admiral Seomes arrived in a train with
the officers and men of the James river squadron. Ii seems
he had but scanty notice of the evacuation; but he blew up
the vessels, seized upon a train, and made his way to Danville
under great difficultics. He was commissioned a Brigadier-
General, and his force crganized as a brigade. He was put in
command of some batteries around Danville.

The sailors in the batteries below Drury’s Bluff, under Com-
modore Tucker, had also very scanty notice of the evacuation,
if any; but they got away together, and formed part of the
rear guard of the army in General Custis Lee’s division. They
were in the battle of Sailor’s ereck and fought desperately.
After the brigades on either side of them had surrendered,
Tucker still continued to fight. The general in command




354 REECOLLECTIONS OF A NAVAL OFFICER

could get no word to him to surrender; and the Federals, not
understanding why that particular body of ;neu h;lc? 010 t
were massing a large number of guns upon it, when a smlﬂ‘
officer finally made his way to Tucker with the ’ordef to 1V
up. The commodore told me afterwards he had. neve bg“e
ina lm_)d battle before, and he had supposed that everr'th?:]nr:
was going on well.” The Federal troops cheered the i'lill <
after their surrender. The creek was not named for the sz‘lilors
engaged in this fight, as some have supposed. It bore ;’]:5
name Sailor before—rather a singular cnincidcn'ce : thou h .
Mar-k Twain says, every man must take this “at ili; own is,kﬂ’s:
but by the time he g.oi.: Jt.o (*llzrltoltin a\tteg)Pmd Sias m'e,
Georgia, and the war was mjer. I. El’c:. . l_lo“'n il
e i not IED(‘EE him until
o ¢ in Barnum’s hotel, in Baltimore, a
g?ntlcman accosted me. Seeing that T failed to reco n!iz
him, he execlaimed: “I am Licutenant Billups of thegrcae
guard.” Said I: “report,” and he did so aceordinoly. I a :
glad to say he is doing well in the merchant m:-:r?n"e. and i
recgfv_rmscd as a trustevorthy officer and most estimable ;x;an
We did not unpack the treasure from the cars at Dan\'i.lle
except that taken for the use of the Government at the time’
.How much was taken, or for whom it was taken, I never knew——‘
it was not my business fo inquire. The midshipmen bivouacked
near the railroad station. We were very anxiou.-“; to hear from
General Lee’s army as may well be imagined and ﬁ:r 80
days had fears for General Breckenridge’s Zﬂf'et\; but he ﬁn‘lﬁe
rode in with his staff. "We remained in Danvii']:: several d:wf
aiul I was then ordered to convey the treasure to Churl(;tut;
N. C,, to deposit it in the mint, there, and- then await furﬂ;e;
orders. I here requested Mr. Mallory to see the secretary of
the treasufy (Mr. Trenholm) in reference to the (i‘(}hf.c*;l('ilte
.tre.zisurm' and assistant freasurer accompanying the treﬂ%m;e "18
1r.=s. ap‘iminh-d custodians. Tt was their duty Tto be witl‘l it ;1t
this time. T did not think it right that it should be left with
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a Teller as the senior civil officer. This was a source of annoy-
ance to me from that time forward; not that I had anything
against the Teller, (I did not know him) but T thought it was
a time when every man should be made to do his duty. It
was mot a time to be falling sick by the wayside, as some high
officials were beginning to do. I thought so then, and am of
the same opinion now.

We left Danville about the 6th of April and went to Greens-
horo where we remained for a day, and then continued on to
Charlotte. As we approached Salisbury we saw cavalry de-
scending the hills in the vicinity and we stopped to reconnoitre
—_for the times were troublous ; but it turned out to be some of
our men and we passed on. We reached Charlotte about the
8th, and I deposited the money in the mint as directed, and
left it in the custody of its proper officers. T thought I was
rid of it-forever. We remained here several days, and upon
going to the telegraph office at the end of that time to telegraph
the Secretary of the Navy I found the wires had been cut by
General Stoneman who was then in possession of Salisbury, with
his command. It was supposed he would obtain information
there concerning the treasure, and that he would soon make
Lis appearance in Charlotte where there were no troops to
oppose him. 1 was the senior naval officer present on duty in
Charlotte, and had to decide as to the necessary steps to pre-
corve the treasure.  After consultation with the treasury officers
T determined to remove it farther south—probably to Macon,
Georgia. Mrs. President Davis and family were in town, and
1 called to offer her the protection of my command. Adfter
some demur she decided to accompany us. I rather pressed
the point as I feared she would be eaptured, and T could not
bear the idea of that. We found in the naval storehouse here
large quantities of sugar, coffee, bacon and flour, and T took
enough to support my command several months. Tt was a
mest fortunate proceeding on my parf as the result will show.
The storekeeper rather objected to it; he wanted requisitions

approved by the Secretary of the Navy, &e. ; but I told him
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it was no time for red tape, and that moreover I had the force
and intended to have it—*Tom Collins whether or no.” He
oracefully acquiesced and rendered us all the assistance in his
power in selecting the best of the stores. A company of
uniformed men from the navy yard, under Captain T ahb,' vol-
unteered to accompany us. These men were principally from
Portsmouth, Va., and they remained with me to the end. A
better set of men I never served with. During the entire
march 1 always found them cheerful and ready for any duty.
They left me finally at Abbeville, . C., after all was over, and
I have a distinet Tecollection of their marching off in gallant
array, with their field musie playing Dixie, on their return o
Charloite. Just before they started a keg of cents was pre-
cented to them to be divided out—they indignantly refused to
accept it—who authorized this magnificent donation I do not
know. -

We loft Charlotte in the cars on or about the 11th of April,
and arrived at Chester, S. C., the next morning. We here
packed the money and papers in wagons and formed a train,
having to cross the country to Newberry, S.C.. We were not
ready to start till late in the afternoon ; but I thought it better
to get out of town and organize, and accordingly marched out
about five miles, and went into camp near a « meeting-house,”
which afforded shelter for the ladies accompanying the party.
T here published orders regulating our march, declared mar-
tial law, and made every man carry a musket. T had about
150 fighting men under my command, and expected, if at-
tacked, that we could give a good account of ourselves.

Mrs. Davis came out in an ambulance and took up quarters
in the church with the other ladies. I slept in the pulpit my-
self, being the head of the party. The next morning early we
took up the line of march, with the Charlotte company in ad-
vanee, and during the rest of the march the midshipmen led
the advance one day and the Charlotte company the next. All
hands were on foot, myself included, and I gave strict orders
that no man should ride, unless sick.
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The first night in camp I heard the midshipmen discussing
the prospects of a long march, and the probability of Old
Parker’s” breaking down; but I had walked too many mid-
watches to have any fears of it. T had an idea that naval of
ficers should be good walkers. 1t was so in my case, at least;
for, upon our arrival at Washington, Georgia, I was almost
the only officer who had not, at some time during the march,
ridden in an ambulance or wagon. T did not have a blister
on my feet during the whole time, and found T could make
my three miles an hour with great regularity and without dis-
comfort. Oneday we marched 30 miles, between our camp at
Means’ and Newberry ; and, as I had to be somefimes with the
rear guard and at others in advance, I did more walking than
anyone else.

‘About sunset of the first day’s march we went into camp,
and T was arranging a place for the ladies to pass the night,
when a gentleman came from a neighboring house; I found it
was Mr. Edward C. Means, who had been a midshipman with
me in the U. S. S. Yorktown, and who was then a lieutenant
in the Confederate Navy. He had lately had command of a
gunboat on the James siver. Means took all the ladies to his
house and made them comfortable for the night. His planta-
tion had fortunately escaped the ravages of (General Sherman’s
army. Sherman’s left wing had just cleared it; but he told
me he had only to go a few miles to see the ruins of many
houses burned by Sherman’s troops, and most of them had
been owned by his relatives. He was a descendant of Gover-
nor Means. He showed me that night a trap-door under his
dining-room table, where a pit had been dug in which to con-
ceal the family silver, ete.

We started very early the next morning, and about noon
crossed the Broad river on a pontoon bridge. Iwas surprised
to see so beautiful a sheet of water. Tt reminded me of some-
thing I had read of General Sumter or Marion in the revo-
lutionary war. That afternoon we arrived at Newberry, after
a march of twelve hours’ duration. ‘We had marched rapidly,
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as we supposed General Stoneman to be in pursuit with his
cavalry. I left rear guards at every bridge we crossed, to be
ready to burn it if necessary to check a pursuit. I am not
sure now whether General Stoneman (the present Governor of
California) was after us or not; but we thought at the time
he would get news of the treasure at Charlotte and follow us.
During the march I never allowed any one to pass us on the
road, and yet the coming of the treasure was known at every
village we passed through. How this should be was beyond
my comprehension. 1 leave it to metaphysicians to solve, as
sﬂsr.) the fact that when an army meets with a disaster, mys-
terious rumors are circulated concerning it before one would
suppose sufficient time had elapsed for the news to travel the
distance. I had sent a courier on ahead to Newberry asking
the quartermaster to have a train of cars ready to take us on
to Abbeville, S. €., distant some 45 miles, and upon our arrival
we transferred the treasure to the cars and left the same eyen-
ine at sunset. We arrived at Abbeville at midnight and
passed the remainder of the night in the cars. Mrs. Davis and
family here left me and went to the house of the Hon. Mr.
Burt, a former member of the U. 8. Congress. We formed a
\\\ \?i}?ﬁ?&f %f::;wil;ere rlfilii(:luset off across thf\, country for
along tl?e r:)ute w;,s 'imd' “u 1C e “Ve {IOt. A
and ;:Uiiﬁ\fed faster.” “'e.“ liu;]:;ner,c;ftl.l}:' (1,1’3 aley hlonel e
throwing away books, st:lti(};el-xf ‘:‘ TP Emaa e
e Ayt y and even, as we heard the
;\};n':st ncwi Confederate money. One could have traced us by
ase < Q LR S, 5
e e
40 miles, and we made a two 11‘1\:3 : ¢ : f]0 ff}Shll].ﬁ-fm e
e awies o ays mare 19 it. T]u? first day
a ving Abbeville we crossed the Savannah river on a
pon'm:)dn &b?‘lj 4 p. 3, and went into camp for the night. We
arrived at Washington the
General Wilson, U.b S. A.t}}:a(f i:;)tiiz(,l 2\1;(;(:(1:1?‘25(1}?.::.:%); };:It
Macon, his
way farther north, so I resolved to halt for a time, to deliber-
ate. We transferred the money to a house and I,)ut a strong
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guard over it. The ladies were accommodated with rooms at
the tavern. There were no meals scrved there; but we had
an abundance of provisions. Our coffee and sugar was as
good as gold, and by trading it for eggs, butter, poultry and
milk we managed to keep up an excellent mess. All the men,
teamsters and all, were allowed plenty of bacon, coffee and
sugar, and if they were ragged they were at all events © fat and
sancy.” After a day’s deliberation and a consultation with
some of the citizens of Washington 1 resolved to go to Augusta.
I knew there was a general in command there, and also a
naval officer senior to myself, and I thought I would at least
have the benefit of their advice. We left the ladies behind at
the tavern in Washington for we expected now a fight at any
time. Affairs were looking very threatening. We left Wash-
ington on the cars for Augusta on the 18th of April, I think.
We were on a branch road, and when we arrived at the junc-
tion with the main road across Georgia—running from Augusta
westward to Atlanta—we fell in with the train from Atlanta
and stopped to allow it to pass.

Captain Rochelle went to inquire for news, and he soon
returned with information that General Lee had surrendered
on the 9th of April. To show how completely isolated we had
been, it never entered my head that the news could be tele-
graphed via Nashville and Atlanta. Our lines T knew were
down, and as T was the last to arrive from Danville, 1 supposed
T had the latest news. I thought that some speculator on his
way to Augusta was circulating this news for his own pur-
poécs, and 1 directed Captain Rochelle to take a guard and
arrest him. Fortunately for him, and for me too, T suppose,
the man could not be found. We followed on after the mail
train, and I really did not believe the report until it was con-
firmed to me upon our arrival at Augusta that night.

We did not unpack the money from the cars in Augusta.
"The midshipmen bivouacked near by. I called upon General
Try who commanded the post, and upon Commedore William
Hunter, senior naval officer present. There was a gunboat or
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two in the river, which had escaped from Savannah. General
Fry said he could offer us no hope of protection, that he had but
few troops, and that the place must fall when aitacked, which
would be very soon. However, Generals Johnston and Sher-
man had just entered upon a convention, and I decided to
take advantage of the armistice existing to look about me.

I found in Augusta one of the Confederate Treasury offi-
cers. I called upon him and requested him to take charge
of the treasure and remain with it. This he seemed disinciin:d
to do, but I insisted that he should do so for the reasons I have
before assigned. I finally called upon him in company with
General Fry and Commodore Hunter, and finding that they
took the same view of the matter that T did, he consented to
do so; with the proviso that I would continue to guard if.

This I readily consented to do. I had no idea of giving up

my control of it to any other command, even if there had
been one to assume it, which there was not. In a letter to the
Southern Historical Society papers, mny paymaster, Mr. Wheliss,
says that upon the return of the corps to Abbeville and the ar-
rival there of the President: «Captain Parker, fecling the
great responsibility of his position and satisfied that his com-
mand was wholly inadequate to the protection of the treasure,
earnestly requested to be relieved.” He is mistaken. He did
not understand. T was anxious to be relieved of the moral
responsibility of being the custodian of the money ; but I con-
sidered my command the best protectors of it to be found at
the South, and T never requested to be relieved, as I shall
show. Paymaster Wheliss, (the present General Wheliss of
Nashville, and a very gallant officer), of course only meant o
deseribe the matter as he understood it. His account of our
marech, ete., is very accurate, and his views I most cordially
agree with as to the final disposition of the Confederate trea-
sure, so far as I know anything about it.

The simple fact is that I had made up my mind to hand
that treasure over to President Davis, if it were in the power
of one man to do so. I sought no advice on that point. The
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money had been confided to my keeping, and T determined to
hold it as long as the war lasted. The war was 1ot over, as
some in Augusta would have had me to believe. Solong as an
army remained in the field the war to me existed. I knew
that it must be soon over; but what I mean to express
is, that until I knew that General Johnston, under whose com-
mand I now considered myself, had surrendered, my duty was
plain to me. Tf any man supposes that his opinion, or advice,
had anything to do with governing my action in the case, let
him disabuse his mind of it now and forever.

Whilst in Augusta, and aflerwards, I was advised by certain
persons to divide the money ouf, as the war was over, and it
would otherwise fall into the hands of the TFederal troops. T was
told that we would be attacked by our own men, and might,
at the very end of the war, fall by the hands of our friends.
To this T made but one reply: The treasure had been put
in my keeping, and I would hold it until T met President Da-
vis ; and that, if necessary, the command would be killed in
the defence of it. My officers and men stood firmly by me in
this, and all advances were met by a quiet reply to this effect.

The armistice continuing, I took up my quarters at the hotel,
and there met, for the last time, the gallant veteran Commodore
Pattnall. He was not on duty at this time, and during the few
days I was in Augusta I was much with him. The Commo-
dore preserved his cheerfulness, and I remember his telling me
many incidents connected with his early naval career. One I
recall - He said that in 1833 he was in Key ‘West, Florida,
and was taken ill with the cholera. His medical attendant
was Dr. Bailey Washingion, a character in his way. Beecom-
ing more and more ill, the doctor finally gave him up, and so
informed him. He said: “Now, Tatnall, T have told you all ;
T can do nothing more for you—if there is anything you would
like fo eat or drink, take it; it can do you no harm.” Tatnall
replied : < Well, T believe I will take a mint julep.” “You
shall have it,” said Dr. Bailey ; “ and T’ll take one with you.”
The julep was probably just what was wanted to save Tat-
nall’s life.
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= e
e me s e
= o o disband my command,—but
under the circumstances, I declined to do so. At this t-,ime w;
heard of the as&la,:ls.-:matinn of President Lineoln ; an event which
gave much pain to all with whom I conversed, and which cast
a gloom over all thinking men. It was universally C{mdemllled
at the South ; but “ that goes without saying.” :

On the 20th General Fry notified me bi.h:l.t the armistice
W(}l}ld end the next day, and he advised me to “ move on.” JI
decided to go back, and try to meet President Davis in his re-
tre.at. I knew he would cross the Savannah river at one of two
points—between Abbeville and Washington, or lower down.
A fter m.u.ch reflection, I determined to retrace my steps, in the
hope of‘ intercepting him at some point on the former route.
‘Accordmgly we left Augusta on the 23d in the cars for Wash-
ington, Georgia, again.

RETURN TO ABBE VILLE.

CHAPTER XXXIL

RETURN TO ABREVILLE—AN ATARM-——ARRIVAL OF PRESIDENT DAVIS ARD
CABINET—T TRA SFER THE TREASURE TO GENERAL BASIL DUKE, AND
DISBAND MY CG.\L,\'[A\.\'li—-l.\"l‘lLR‘\'IE“’ WITH PRESIDENT DAVIS—HIS DE-
PARTURE FROM A BEEVILLE —GENERAT Jos. B, JoH NSTON'S SERBENDER——
AM PAROLED —LEAVE ABBEVILLE ON MY RETURN HOME—BAD TRAVEL-
ING—A DAY AT BURKSVILLE —ARRIVAL AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA.

Wg formed a wagon train again at Washington, picked up
our ladies, and started for Abbeville. On the way we meft Mis.
President Davis and family, escorted by Mr. Burton Harrison,
the President’s private secretary. They could give mec 10
news as to the whereabouts of the President. [ have forgotten
where they told me they intended to go. They had a com-
fortable ambulanee, and two very fine led horses, which L
thought they would very likely lose. In crossing the Savan-
nah river I remember saying to Captain Rochelle that if the
money were mine I would throw it overboard rather than be
longer burdened with it. I had had it nearly thirty days; the
midshipmen were suffering for shoes, hats and clothing, and
the care and responsibility weighed upon me.

We arrived at Abbeville about the 25th, and here T stored
the treasure in a warehouse on the public square, and placed
a guard over it as before. I also kept a strong patrol in the
town, which was now full of General Lee’s paroled soldiers on
their way to their homes. Threats were frequently made by
these men to seize the money, but they always received the
same reply.

Abbeville was on the direct route gouth, and all the trans-
Mississippi troops passed through it, as well as others. The
citizens had known but little of the sufferings of war. They
were very kind and hospitable to us. On the night of the




