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During the night of the 11th batteries were estab-
lished which could play upon the fortifications of
Chapultepec. The bombardment commenced early
on the morning of the 12th, but there was no further
engagement during this day than that of the artillery.
General Scott assigned the capture of Chapultepec
to General Pillow, but did not leave the details to
his judgment. Two assaulting columns, two hundred
and fifty men each, composed of volunteers for the
occasion, were formed. They were commanded by
Captains McKinzie and Casey respectively. The as-
sault was successful, but bloody.

In later years, if not at the time, the battles of
Molino del Rey and Chapultepec have seemed to me
to have been wholly unnecessary. When the assaults
upon the garitas of San Cosme and Belen were de-
termined upon, the road running east to the former
gate could have been reached easily, without an en-
gagement, by moving along south of the Mills until
west of them sufficiently far to be out of range, thence
north to the road above mentioned; or, if desirable

to keep the two attacking columns nearer together,
the troops could have been turned east so as to come
on the aqueduct road out of range of the guns from
Chapultepec. In like manner, the troops designated
to act against Belen could have kept east of Chapul-
tepec, out of range, and come on to the aqueduct,
also out of range of Chapultepec. Molino del Rey
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and Chapultepec would both have been necessarily
evacuated if this course had been pursued, for they
would have been turned.

General Quitman, a volunteer from the State of
Mississippi, who stood well with the army both as a
soldier and as a man, commanded the column acting
against Belen. General Worth commanded the col-
umn against San Cosme. When Chapultepec fell the
advance commenced along the two aqueduct roads.
I was on the road to San Cosme, and witnessed most
that took place on that route. When opposition
was encountered our troops sheltered themselves by
keeping under the arches supporting the aqueduct,
advancing an arch at a time. We encountered no
serious obstruction until within gun-shot of the point
where the road we were on intersects that running
cast to the city, the point where the aqueduct turns
at a right angle. I have described the defences
of this position before, There were but three com-
missioned officers besides myself, that I can now call
to mind, with the advance when the above position
was reached. One of these officers was a Lieutenant
Semmes, of the Marine Corps. I think Captain Gore,
and Lieutenant Judah, of the 4th infantry, were the
otlters. Our progress was stopped for the time by
the single piece of artillery at the angle of the
roads and the infantry occupying the house-tops back
from it.
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West of the road from where we were, stood a
house occupying the south-west angle made by the
San Cosme road and the road we were moving
upon. A stone wall ran from the house along each
of these roads for a considerable distance and thence
back until it joined, enclosing quite a yard about
the house. I watched my opportunity and skipped
across the road and behind the south wall. Proceed-
ing cautiously to the west corner of the enclosure, I
peeped around and seeing nobody, continued, still
cautiously, until the road running east and west was
reached. - I then returned to the troops, and called
for volunteers. All that were close to me, or that
heard me, about a dozen, offered their services.
Commanding them to carry their arms at a trail, I
watched our opportunity and got them across the
road and under cover of the wall beyond, before
the enemy had a shot at us. Our men under
cover of the arches kept a close watch on the in-
trenchments that crossed our path and the house-tops
beyond, and whenever a head showed itself above
the parapets they would fire at it. Our crossing was
thus made practicable without loss.

When we reached a safe position I instructed my
little command again to carry their arms at a trail,
not to fire at the enemy until they were ordered, and
to move very cautiously following me until the San
Cosme road was reached ; we would then be on the
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flank of the men serving the gun on the road, and
with no obstruction between us and them. When
we reached the south-west corner of the enclosure
before described, I saw some United States troops
pushing north through a shallow ditch near by, who
had come up since my reconnaissance. Thiswas the
company of Captain Horace Brooks, of the artillery,
acting as infantry. I explained to Brooks briefly
what I had discovered and what I was about to do.
He said, as I knew the ground and he did not, I
might go on and he would follow. As soon as we got
on the road leading to the city the troops serving
the gun on the parapet retreated, and those on the
house-tops near by followed; our men went after
them in such close pursuit—the troops we had left
under the arches joining—that a second line across
the road, about half-way between the first and the
garita, was carried. No reinforcements had yet
come up except Brooks's company, and the position
we had taken was too advanced to be held by so

small a force. It was given up, but retaken later in

the day, with some loss.

Worth’s command gradually advanced to the front
now open to it. Later in the day in reconnoi-
tring I found a church off to the south of the
road, which looked to me as if the belfry would
command the ground back of the garita San
Cosme. I got an officer of the voltigeurs, with a
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mountain howitzer and men to work it, to go with
me. The road being in possession of the enemy,
we had to take the field to the south to reach the
church. This took us over several ditches breast
deep in water and grown up with water plants.
These ditches, however, were not over eight or ten
feet in width. The howitzer was taken to pieces
and carried by the men to its destination. When I
knocked for admission a priest came to the door,
who, while extremely polite, declined to admit us.
With the little Spanish then at my command, I ex-
plained to him that he might save property by open-
ing the door, and he certainly would save himself
from becoming a prisoner, for a time at léast; and
besides, I intended to go in whether he consented
or not. He began to see his duty in the same light
that I did, and opened the door, though he did not
look as if it gave him special pleasure to do so.
The gun was carried to the belfry and put together.
We were not more than two or three hundred
yards from San Cosme. The shots from our
little gun dropped in upon the enemy and created
great confusion. Why they did not send out a
small party and capture us, I do not know. We
had no infantry or other defences besides our one
gun.

The effect of this gun upon the troops about the
gate of the city was so marked that General Worth
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saw it from his position.* He was so pleased that
he sent a staff officer, Lieutenant Pemberton—later
Lieutenant-General commanding the defences of
Vicksburg—to bring me to him. He expressed his
gratification at the services the howitzer in-‘ the
church steeple was doing, saying that every shot
was effective, and ordered a captain of voltigeurs
to report to me with another howitzer to be placed
along with the one already rendering so much ser-
vice. I could not tell the General that there was not
room enough in the steeple for another gun, because
he probably would have looked upon such a state-
ment as a contradiction from a second lieutenant. I
took the captain with me, but did not use his gun.

The night of the 13th of September was spent by
the troops under General Worth in the houses near
San Cosme, and in line confronting the general line
of the enemy across to Belen. The troops that I
was with were in the houses north of the road lead-
ing into the city, and were engaged during the night
in cutting passage-ways from one house to another
towards the town. During the night Santa Anna,
with his army—except the deserters—left the city.
He liberated all the convicts confined in the town,
hoping, no doubt, that they would inflict upon us some
injury before daylight ; but several hours after Santa

* Mentioned in the reports of Major Lee, Colonel Garland and General
Worth.—PUBLISHERS.
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delegation to General Scott to ask—if not demand—
an armistice, respecting church property, the rights of
citizens and the supremacy of the city government
in the management of municipal affairs. General
Scott declined to trammel himself with conditions,
but gave assurances that those who chose to remain
within our lines would be protected so long as they

behaved themselves properly.
General Quitman had advanced along his line

very successfully on the 13th, so that at night his

command occupied nearly the same position at
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the cautious entry of both columns in the morning.
The troops under Worth were to stop at the Ala-
meda, a park near the west end of the city. Quit-
man was to go directly to the Plaza, and take
possession of the Palace—a mass of buildings on the
east side in which Congress has its sessions, the

national courts are held, the public offices are all
located, the President resides, and much room is left
for museums, receptions, etc. This is the building
generally designated as the ““ Halls of the Monte-
zumas.”




