CHAPTER XXXVII,
SIEGE OF VICKSBURG.

NOW determined upon a regular siege—to “out-
I camp the enemy,” as it were, and to incur no more
losses. The experience of the 22d convinced officers
and men that this was best, and they went to work
on the defences and approaches with a will. With
the navy holding the river, the investment of Vicks-
burg was complete. As long as we could hold our
position the enemy was limited in supplies of food,
men and munitions of war to what they had on
hand. These could not last always.

The crossing of troops at Bruinsburg commenced
April 3oth.  On the 18th of May the army was in rear
of Vicksburg. On the 19th, just twenty days after
the crossing, the city was completely invested and an
assault had been made : five distinct battles (besides
continuous skirmishing) had been fought and won
by the Union forces; the capital of the State had
fallen and its arsenals, military manufactories and
everything useful for military purposes had been de-
stroyed ; an average of about one hundred and eighty
miles had been marched by the troops engaged ;
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but five days’ rations had been issued, and no forage ;
over six thousand prisoners had been captured, and
45 many more of the enemy had been killed or
wounded ; twenty-seven heavy cannon and sixty-one
field-pieces had fallen into our hands ; and four hun-
dred miles of the river, from Vicksburg to Port
Hudson, had become ours, The Union force that
had crossed the Mississippi River up to this time was
less than forty-three thousand men. One division of
these, Blair’s, only arrived in time to take part in the
battle of Champion’s Hill, but was not engaged
there ; and one brigade, Ransom’s of McPherson’s
corps, reached the field after the battle. The enemy
had at Vicksburg, Grand Gulf, Jackson, and on the

roads between these places, over sixty thousand

men. They were in their own country, where no
rear guards were necessary. The country is admi-
rable for defence, but difficult for the conduct of an
offensive campaign,  All their troops had to be met.
We were fc;rtunate, to say the least, in meeting them
in detail : at Port Gibson seven or eight thousand;
at Raymond, five thousand ; at Jackson, from eight
to eleven thousand . at Champion’s Hill, twenty-five
thousand ; at the Big Black, four thousand. A part
of those met at Jackson were all that was left of
those encountered at Raymond. They were beaten
in detail by a force smaller than their own, upon
their own ground. Our Joss up to this time was :
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'i i e s e : ocrps were to be encamped, and tents and
. % il cooking utensils were brought up. The troops had
been without these from the time of crossing the
Mississippi up to this time. All was now ready for
the pick and spade. Prentiss and Hurlbut were
ordered to send forward every man that could be
’ . spared. Cavalry especially was wanted to watch the
Champion’s Hill fords al 1

SR th ords along the Big Black, and to observe Johnston.
Bridgeport e i I knew that Johnston was receiving reinforcements

Port Gibson 131 719 25
South Fork Bayou Pierre i I
Skirmishes, May 3 I 9
Fourteen Mile Creek 6 24
Raymond 66
Jackson 42

from Bragg, who was confronting Rosecrans in
Tennessee.  Vicksburg was so important to the
enemy that I believed he would make the most
strenuous cfforts to raise the siege, even at the risk
of losing ground elsewhere.

My line was more than fifteen miles long, extend-
ing from Haines’ Bluff to Vicksburg, thence to War-
renton. The line of the enemy was about seven.
In addition to this, having an enemy at Canton and
Jackson, in our rear, who was being constantly rein-
forced, we required a second line of defence facing
the other way. 1 had not troops enough under my
command to man these. General Halleck apprl;-
ciated the situation and, without being asked, for-
warded reinforcements with all possible dispatch.
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Of the wounded many were but slightly so, and
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continued on duty. Not half of them were dis-
abled for any length of time.
After the unsuccessful assault of the 22d the work
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of the regular siege began. Sherman occupied the

right starting from the river above Vicksburg,
McPherson the centre (McArthur's division now
with him) and McClernand the left, holding the
road south to Warrenton. Lauman’s division ar-

rived at this time and was placed on the extreme
left of the line.
In the interval between the assaults of the 1gth
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and 22d, roads had been completed from the Yazoo
River and Chickasaw Bayou, around the rear of the
army, to enable us to bring up supplies of food and
ammunition ; ground had been selected and cleared on

The ground about Vicksburg is admirable for
defence. On the north it is about two hundred feet
above the Mississippi River at the highest point and
very much cut up by the washing rains; the ra-
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vines were grown up with cane and underbrush, while
the sides and tops were covered with a dense forest.
Farther south the ground flattens out somewhat, and
was in cultivation. But here, too, it was cut up by
ravines and small streams. The enemy’s line of de-
fence followed the crest of a ridge from the river
north of the city eastward, then southerly around to
the Jackson road, full three miles back of the city;
thence in a southwesterly direction to the river.
Deep ravines of the description given lay in front of
these defences. As there is a succession of gullies,
cut out by rains along the side of the ridge, the line
was necessarily very irregular. To follow each of
these spurs with intrenchments, so as to command the
slopes on either side, would have lengthened their
line very much. Generally therefore, or in many
places, their line would run from near the head of
one gully nearly straight to the head of another, and
an outer work triangular in shape, generally open in
the rear, was thrown up on the point; with a few men
in this outer work they commanded the approaches
to the main line completely.

The work to be done, to make our position as
strong against the enemy as his was against us, was
very great. The problem was also complicated by
our wanting our line as near that of the enemy as
possible. We had but four engineer officers with us.
Captain Prime, of the Engineer Corps, was the chief,
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and t-he work at the beginning was mainly directed
by him. His health soon gave out, when he wa
succeeded by Captain Comstock, also of the En iS
Dcer Corps. To provide assistants on such a lof-
line T directed that all officers who had graduate§
at'\'-Vest Point, where they had necessarily to stud

military engineering, should in addition to th 4
other duties assist in the work. -

The chief quartermaster and the chief commissa
were graduates. The chief commissary, now tl:i
Commiss.ary-General of the Army, begged off, how-
ever, saying that there was nothing in engineerin
that he was good for unless he would do for a sa :
roller.  As soldiers require rations while workin o
the ditches as well as when marching and fi hi:g :
and as we would be sure to lose him if he wai L:;Iii
as a sap-roller, I let him off. The general is a laroe
.man; weighs two hundred and tw;enty pounds afd
is not tall, ,

We had no siege guns except six thirty-two pound-
ers, and there were none at the West to draw from
Admiral Porter, however, supplied us with a batter .
of navy-guns of large calibre, and with these and thz
field artillery used in the campaign, the sieg:e began
Th.e first thing to do was to get the artillery in iat:
t:erles where they would occupy commanding posi-
tions ; then establish the camps, under cove? from
the fire of the enemy but as near up as possible ; and
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then construct rifle-pits and covered ways, to connect
the entire command by the shortest route. The ene-
my did not harass us much while we were construct-
ing our batteries. Probably their artillery ammuni-
tion was short ; and their infantry was kept down by
our sharpshooters, who were always on the alert and
ready to fire at a head whenever it showed itself
above the rebel works.

In no place were our lines more than six hundred
yards from the enemy. It was necessary, therefore,
to cover our men by something more than the ordi-
nary parapet. To give additional protection sand
bags, bullet-proof, were placed along the tops of the
parapets far enough apart to make loop-holes for
musketry. On top of these, logs were put. By these
means the men were enabled to walk about erect
when off duty, without fear of annoyance from sharp-
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shooters. The enemy used in their defence explo-
sive musket-balls, no doubt thinking that, bursting
over our men in the trenches, they would do some
execution; but I do not remember a single case
where a man was injured by a piece of one of these
shells.  When they were hit and the ball exploded,
the wound was terrible. In these cases a solid ball
would have hit as well. Their use is barbarous,
because they produce 'increased suffering with-

out any corresponding advantage to those using
them.

SIEGE OF VICKSBURG, MIss,

From the 18th of My to the 4th of July, 18683.

2




