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ston. I informed them of the contents of Pember-
ton’s letters, of my reply and the substance of the
interview, and that I was ready to hear any suggest
tion ; but would hold the power of deciding entirely
in my own hands. This was the nearest approach to
a “council of war” I ever held. Against the gen-
eral, and almost unanimous judgment of the council
I sent the following letter :

“In conformity with agreement of this afternoon, I will submit
the following proposition for the surrender of the City of Vicks-
burg, public stores, etc. On your accepting the terms proposed, I
will march in one division as a guard, and take possession at eight
A.M. to-morrow. As soon as rolls can be made out, and paroles
be signed by officers and men, you will be allowed to march out
of our lines, the officers taking with them their side-arms and
clothing, and the field, staff and cavalry officers one horse each.
The rank and file will be allowed all their clothing, but no other
property. If these conditions are accepted, any amount of ra-
tions you may deem necessary can be taken from the stores you
now have, and also the necessary cooking utensils for preparing
them. Thirty wagons also, counting two two-horse or mule teams
as one, will be allowed to transport such articles as cannot be
carried along. The same conditions will be allowed to all sick and
wounded officers and soldiers as fast as they become able to travel.
The paroles for these latter must be signed, however, whilst offi-
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cers present arc authorized to sign the roll of prisoners.

By the terms of the cartel then in force, prisoners
captured by either army were required ts be for-
warded as soon as possible to either Aiken’s land-
ing below Dutch Gap on the James River, or to
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Vicksburg, there to be exchanged, or paroled until
they could be exchanged. There was a Confederate
commissioner at Vicksburg, authorized to make the
exchange. I did not propose to take him a prisoner,
but to leave him free to perform the functions of his
office. Had I insisted upon an unconditional sur-
render there would have been over thirty thousand
men to transport to Cairo, very much to the incon-
venience of the army on the Mississippi. Thence
the prisoners would have had to be transported by
rail to Washington or Baltimore ; thence again by
steamer to Aiken’s—all at very great expense. At
Aiken’s they would have had to be paroled, because
the Confederates did not have Union prisoners to
give in exchange. Then again Pemberton’s army
was largely composed of men whose homes were in

the South-west ; I knew many of them were tired of
the war and would get home just as soon as they

could A large number of them had voluntarily
come into our lines during the siege, and requested
to be sent north where they could get employment
until the war was over and they could go to their
homes.

Late at night I received the following reply to my
last letter :

“I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication of this date, proposing terms of capitulation for this

garrison and post. In the main your terms are accepted } but, in
Yor. 1 —36
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justice both to the honor and spinit of my troops, manifested in
the defence of Vicksburg, I have to submit the following amend-
ments, which, if acceded to by you, will perfect the agreement
between us. At ten o'clock A.M. to-morrow, I propose to evacuate
the works in and around Vicksburg, and to surrender the city and
garrison under my command, by marching out with my colors and
;rms, stacking them in front of my present lines. After which
you will take possession. Officers to retain their side-arms and
personal property, and the rights and property of citizens to be

respected.”

This was received after midnight. My reply was

as follows :

“1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of 3d July. The amendment proposed by you
cannot be acceded to in full. It will be necessary to furnish
every officer and man with a parole signed by himself, which, with
the completion of the roll of prisoners, will necessarily take some
time. Again, I can make no stipulations with regard to the treat-
ment of citizens and their private property. While 1 do not pro-
pose to cause them any undue annoyance or loss, I cannot consent
to leave myself under any restraint by stipulations. ‘The property
which officers will be allowed to take with them will be as stated
in my proposition of last evening ; that is, officers will be allowed
their private baggage and side-arms, and mounted  officers one
horse each. If you mean by your proposition for each brigade to
march to the front of the lines now occupied by it, and stack arms
at ten o’clock A.M., and then return to the inside and there remain
as prisoners until properly paroled, I will make no objection to it.
Should no notification be received of your acceptance of my
terms by nine o’clock A.m. I shall regard them as having been
rejected, and shall act accordingly. Should these terms be ac-
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cepted, white flags should be displayed along your lines to prevent

such of my troops as may not have been notified, from firing upon
your men.”’

Pemberton promptly accepted these terms.

During the siege there had been a good deal of
friendly sparring between the soldiers of the two
armies, on picket and where the lines were close to-
gether. All rebels were known as “ Johnnies,” all
Union troops as “Yanks.” Often “ Johnny” would
call : “Well, Yank, when are you coming into town?”
The reply was sometimes : “We propose to celebrate
the 4th of July there.” Sometimes it would be:
“We always treat our prisoners with kindness and
do not want to hurt them;” or, “ We are holding
you as prisoners of war while you are feeding your-
selves.” The garrison, from the commanding gen-
eral down, undoubtedly expected an assault on the
fourth. They knew from the temper of their men
it would be successful when made ; and that would be
a greater humiliation than to surrender. Besides it
would be attended with severe loss to them.

The Vicksburg paper, which we received regularly
through the courtesy of the rebel pickets, said prior
to the fourth, in speaking of the “ Yankee” boast
that they would take dinner in Vicksburg that day,
that the best receipt for cooking a rabbit was “First
ketch your rabbit.” The paper at this time and for
some time previous was printed on the plain side of
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wall paper. The last number was issued on the
fourth and announced that we had *“caught our
rabbit.” :

I have no doubt that Pemberton commenced his
correspondence on the third with a t.wo-fold pur-
pose: first, to avoid an assault, which he knew
would be successful, and second, to prevent‘ the
capture taking place on the great national .hohday,
the anniversary of the Declaration of American 11.'1-
dependence. Holding out for better terms as he did
he defeated his aim in the latter particular.

At the appointed hour the garrison of Vicksburg
marched out of their works and formed line in front,
stacked arms and marched back in good order.‘ Our
whole army present witnessed this scene without
cheering. Logan’s division, which had appl"oached
nearest the rebel works, was the first to mar‘c}T 1.n ; and
the flag of one of the regiments of his division *tvas
soon floating over the court-house. Our soldu?rs
were no sooner inside the lines than the two armies
began to fraternize. Our men had had full rations
from the time the siege commenced, to the close.
The enemy had been suffering, particularly towards
the last. I myself saw our men taking bread from
their haversacks and giving it to the enemy they had
so recently been engaged in starving out. It was
accepted with avidity and with thanks.

Pemberton says in his report:
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“1If it should be asked why the 4th of Julywas selected as the
day for surrender, the answer is obvious. I believed that upon
that day I should obtain better terms. Well aware of the vanity
of our foe, I knew they would attach vast importance to the en-
trance on the 4th of July into the stronghold of the great river,
and that, to gratify their national vanity, they would yield then
what could not be extorted from them at any other time.”

This does not support my view of his reasons for
selecting the day he did for surrendering. But it
must be recollected that his first letter asking terms
was received about 10 o’clock a.M., July 3d. It then
could hardly be expected that it would take twenty-
four hours to effect a surrender. He knew that
Johnston was in our rear for the purpose of raising
the siege, and he naturally would want to hold out as
long as he could. He knew his men would not re-
sist an assault, and one was expected on the fourth.
In our interview he told me he had rations enough
to hold out for some time—my recollection is two
weeks. It was this statement that induced me to
insert in the terms that he was to draw rations for
his men from his own supplies.

On the 4th of July General Holmes, with an army
of eight or nine thousand men belonging to the
trans-Mississippi department, made an attack upon
Helena, Arkansas. Hewas totally defeated by Gen-
eral Prentiss, who was holding Helena with less than
forty-two hundred soldiers. Holmes reported his
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loss at 1,636, of which 173 were killed ; but as Pren-
tiss buried 400, Holmes evidently understated his
losses. The Union loss was 57 killed, 127 wounded,
and between 30 and 40 missing. This was the last
effort on the part of the Confederacy to raise the
siege of Vicksburg.

On the third, as soon as negotiations were com-
menced, I notified Sherman and directed him to be
ready to take the offensive against Johnston, drive
him out of the State and destroy his army if he
could. Steele and Ord were directed at the same
time to be in readiness to join Sherman as soon
as the surrender took place. Of this Sherman was
notified.

I rode into Vicksburg with the troops, and went to
the river to exchange congratulations with the navy
upon our joint victory. At that time I found that
many of the citizens had been living under ground.
The ridges upon which Vicksburg is built, and those
back to the Big Black, are composed of a deep yellow
clay of great tenacity. ‘Where roads and streets are
cut through, perpendicular banks are left and stand
as well as if composed of stone. The magazines of
the enemy were made by running passage-ways into
this clay at places where there were decp cuts. Many
citizens secured places of safety for their families by
carving out rooms in these embankments. A door-

way in these cases would be cut in a high bank,
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starting from the level of the road or street, and after
running in a few feet a room of the size required was
carved out of the clay, the dirt being removed by the
door-way. In some instances I saw where two rooms
were cut out, for a single family, with a door-way in
the clay wall separating them. Some of these were
carpeted and furnished with considerable elaboration.
In these the occupants were fully secure from the
shells of the navy, which were dropped into the city
night and day without intermission.

I returned to my old headquarters outside in the
afternoon, and did not move into the town until the
sixth. On the afternoon of the fourth I sent Cap-
tain Wm. M. Dunn of my staff to Cairo, the nearest
point where the telegraph could be reached, with a
dispatch to the general-in-chief. It was as follows

“ The enemy surrendered this morning. The only terms allowed
is their parole as prisoners of war. This I regard as a great ad-
vantage to us at this moment. It saves, probably, several days in
the capture, and leaves troops and transports ready for immediate
service. Sherman, with a large force, moves immediately on John-
ston, to drive him from the State. I will send troops to the relicf

of Banks, and return the gth army corps to Burnside.”

This news, with the victory at Gettysburg won
the same day, lifted a great load of anxiety from
the minds of the President, his Cabinet and the
loyal people all over the North. The fate of the
Confederacy was sealed when Vicksburg fell. Much
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hard fighting was to be done afterwards and

many precious lives were to be sacrificed ; but the

morale was with the supporters of the Union ev
after.

er

I at the same time wrote to General Banks in-

forming him of the fall and sending him a- copy

of the terms; also saying I would send him all
the troops he wanted to insure the capture of the
only foothold the enemy now had on the Mississippi
River. General Banks had a number of copies of
this letter printed, or at least a synopsis of it, and
very soon a copy fell into the hands of General
Gardner, who was then in command of Port Hudson,
Gardner at once sent a letter to the commander of
the National forces saying that he had been informed
of the surrender of Vicksburg and telling how the
information reached him. He added that if this was
true, it was useless for him to hold out longer. Gen-
eral Banks gave him assurances that Vicksburg had
been surrendered, and General Gardner surrendered
unconditionally on the gth of July. Port Hudson
with nearly 6,000 prisoners, 51 guns, 5,000 small-arms
and other stores fell into the hands of the Union
forces: from that day to the close of the rebellion
the I\-‘Iississippi River, from its source to its mouth,
remained in the control of the National troops.
Pemberton and his army were kept in Vicksburg
until the whole could be paroled. The paroles
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were in duplicate, by organization (one copy for
each, Federals and Confederates), and signed by
the commanding officers of the companies or regi-
ments. Duplicates were also made for each soldier
and signed by each individually, one to be retained
by the soldier signing and one to be retained by us.
Several hundred refused to sign their paroles, pre-
ferring to be sent to the North as prisoners to being
sent back to fight again. Others again kept out of
the way, hoping to escape either alternative.
Pemberton appealed to me in person to compel
these men to sign their paroles, but I declined. It
also leaked out that many of the men who had
signed their paroles, intended to desert and go to
their homes as soon as they got out of our lines.
Pemberton hearing this, again appealed to me to
assist him. He wanted arms for a battalion, to act
as guards in keeping his men together while being
marched to a camp of instruction, where he ex.
pected to keep them until exchanged. This request
was also declined. It was precisely what I expected
and hoped that they would do. I told him, how-
ever, that I would see that they marched beyond
our lines in good order. By the eleventh, just one
week after the surrender, the paroles were completed
and the Confederate garrison marched out. Many
deserted, and fewer of them were ever returned to
the ranks to fight again than would have been the
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case had the surrender been unconditional and the
prisoners sent to the James River to be paroled.

As soon as our troops took possession of the city
guards were established along the whole line of
parapet, from the river above to the river below.
The prisoners were allowed to occupy their old
camps behind the intrenchments. No restraint was
put upon them, except by their own commanders.
They were rationed about as our own men, and
from our supplies. The men of the two armies
fraternized as if they had been fighting for the
same cause. When they passed out of the works
they had so long and so gallantly defended, be-
tween lines of their late antagonists, not a cheer
went up, not a remark was made that would give
pain. Really, I believe there was a feeling of sad-
ness just then in the breasts of most of the Union
soldiers at seeing the dejection of their late antago-
nists.

The day before the departure the following order
was issued :

¢ Paroled prisoners will be sent out of here to-morrow. They
will be authorized to cross at the railroad bridge, and move from
there to Edward’s Ferry,* and on by way of Raymond. .Instruct
the commands to be orderly and quiet as these prisoners pass, to
make no offensive remarks, and not to harbor any who fall out of

ranks after they have passed.”

* Meant Edward’s Station.

CHAPTER XXXIX.

RETROSPECT OF THE CAMPAIGN—SHERMAN'S MOVE-
MENTS—PROPOSED MOVEMENT UPON MOBILE—A
PAINFUL ACCIDENT — ORDERED TO REPORT AT
CATIRO.

HE capture of Vicksburg, with its garrison, ord-
nance and ordnance stores, and the successful
battles fought in reaching them, gave new spirit to
the loyal people of the North. New hopes for the
final success of the cause of the Union were in-

spired. The victory gained at Gettysburg, upon the
same day, added to their hopes. Now the Mississippi

River was entirely in the possession of the National
troops; for the fall of Vicksburg gave us Port
Hudson at once. The army of northern Virginia
was driven out of Pennsylvania and forced back to
about the same ground it occupied in 1861. The
Army of the Tennessee united with the Army of the
Gulf, dividing the Confederate States completely.
The first dispatch I received from the govern-
ment after the fall of Vicksburg was in these words :

“ I fear your paroling the prisoners at Vicksburg, without ac-
tual delivery to a proper agent as required by the seventh arti-

cle of the cartel, may be construed into an absolute release. and




