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He had three divisions: Osterhaus’s, of the 1sth
corps, Army of the Tennessee; Geary’s, 12th corps,
Army of the Potomac; and Cruft's, 14th corps,
Army of the Cumberland. Geary was on the right
at Wauhatchie, Cruft at the centre, and Osterhaus
near Brown's Ferry. These troops were all west
of Lookout Creek. The enemy had the east bank
of the creek strongly picketed and intrenched, ands
three brigades of troops in the rear to reinforce
them if attacked. These brigades occupied the
summit of the mountain. General Carter L. Ste-
venson was in command of the whole. Why any
troops, except artillery with a small infantry guard,
were kept on the mountain-top, I do not see. A
hundred men could have held the summit—which is
a palisade for more than thirty feet down—against
the assault of any number of men from the position
Hooker occupied.

The side of Lookout Mountain confronting
Hooker’'s command was rugged, heavily timbered,
and full of chasms, making it difficult to advance
with troops, even in the absence of an opposing
force. Farther up, the ground becomes more even
and level, and was in cultivation. On the east side
the slope is much more gradual, and a good wagon
road, zigzagging up it, connects the town of Chat-
tanooga with the summit.

Early on the morning of the 24th Hooker moved
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Geary’s division, supported by a brigade of Cruft’s,
up Lookout Creek, to effect a crossing. The re-
mainder of Cruft’s division was to seize the bridge
over the creek, near the crossing of the railroad.
Osterhaus was to move up to the bridge and cross
it. The bridge was seized by Gross’s brigade after
a slight skirmish with the pickets guarding it. This
attracted the enemy so that Geary’s movement
farther up was not observed. A heavy mist ob-
scured him from the view of the troops on the top
of the mountain. He crossed the creek almost un-
observed, and captured the picket of over forty men
on guard near by. He then commenced ascending
the mountain directly in his front. By this time the
enemy was seen coming down from their camps on
the mountain slope, and filing into their rifle-pits
to contest the crossing of the bridge. By eleven
o'clock the bridge was complete. Osterhaus was
up, and after some sharp skirmishing the enemy was
driven away with considerable loss in killed and
captured.

While the operations at the bridge were pro-
gressing, Geary was pushing up the hill over great
obstacles, resisted by the enemy directly in his
front, and in face of the guns on top of the moun-

tain. The enemy, seeing their left flank and rear
menaced, gave way, and were followed by Cruft
and Osterhaus. Soon these were up abreast of
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Geary, and the whole command pushed up the hill,
driving the enemy in advance. By noon Geary had
gained the open ground on the north slope of the
mountain, with his right close up to the base of the
upper palisade, but there were strong fortifications
in his front. The rest of the command coming up,
a line was formed from the base of the upper pali-
sade to the mouth of Chattanooga Creek.

Thomas and I were on the top of Orchard Knob.
Hooker's advance now made our line a continu-
ous one. It was in full view, extending from the
Tennessee River, where Sherman had crossed, up
Chickamauga River to the base of Mission Ridge,
over the top of the north end of the ridge to
Chattanooga Valley, then along parallel to the ridge
a mile or more, across the valley to the mouth
of Chattanooga Creek, thence up the slope of
Lookout Mountain to the foot of the upper pali-
sade. The day was hazy, so that Hooker's oper-
ations were not visible to us except at moments
when the clouds would rise. But the sound of his

artillery and musketry was heard incessantly. The

enemy on his front was partially fortified, but was
soon driven out of his works. During the afternoon
the clouds, which had so obscured the top of Look-
out all day as to hide whatever was going on from
the view of those below, settled down and made it
so dark where Hooker was as to stop operations for
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the time. At four o'clock Hooker reported his
position as impregnable. By a little after five direct
communication was established, and a brigade of
troops was sent from Chattanooga to reinforce him.
These troops had to cross Chattanooga Creek and
met with some opposition, but soon overcame it, and
by night the commander, General Carlin, reported to
Hooker and was assigned to his left. 1 now tele-
graphed to Washington: “The fight to-day pro-
gressed favorably. Sherman carried the end of Mis-
sionary Ridge, and his right is now at the tunnel,
and his left at Chickamauga Creek. Troops from
Lookout Valley carried the point of the mountain,
and now hold the eastern slope and a point high up.
Hooker reports two thousand prisoners taken, be-
sides which a small number have fallen into our
hands from Missionary Ridge.” The next day the
President replied : “ Your dispatches as to fighting
on Monday and Tuesday are here. Well done.
Many thanks to all. Remember Burnside.” And
Halleck also telegraphed : “I congratulate you on
the success thus far of your plans. I fear that Burn-
side is hard pushed, and that any further delay may
prove fatal. I know you will do all in your power
to relieve him.” :

The division of Jefferson C. Davis, Army of the
Cumberland, had been sent to the North Chicka-

mauga to guard the pontoons as they were deposited
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in the river, and to prevent all ingress or egress of
citizens. On the night of the 24th his division, hav-
ing crossed with Sherman, occupied our extreme left
from the upper bridge over the plain to the north
base of Missionary Ridge. Firing continued to a
late hour in the night, but it was not connected with
an assault at any point.

CHAPTER XLIV.

BATTLE OF CHATTANOOGA—A GALLANT CHARGE—

COMPLETE ROUT OF THE ENEMY—PURSUIT OF
THE 'CONFEDERATES—GENERAL BRAGG—REMARKS
ON CHATTANOOGA.

T twelve o'clock at night, when all was quiet,
A I began to give orders for the next day,
and sent a dispatch to Willcox to encourage Burn-
side. Sherman was directed to attack at daylight.
Hooker was ordered to move at the same hour,
and endeavor to intercept the enemy’s retreat if he
still remained; if he had gone, then to move di-
rectly to Rossville and operate against the left and
rear of the force on Missionary Ridge. Thomas
was not to move until Hooker had reached Mission-
ary Ridge. As I was with him on Orchard Knob,
he would not move without further orders from me.

The morning of the 25th opened clear and bright,
and the whole field was in full view from the top of
Orchard Knob. It remained so all day. Bragg’s

headquarters were in full view, and officers—pre-
sumably staff officers—could be seen coming and
going constantly.




