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in the river, and to prevent all ingress or egress of
citizens. On the night of the 24th his division, hav-
ing crossed with Sherman, occupied our extreme left
from the upper bridge over the plain to the north
base of Missionary Ridge. Firing continued to a
late hour in the night, but it was not connected with
an assault at any point.

CHAPTER XLIV.

BATTLE OF CHATTANOOGA—A GALLANT CHARGE—

COMPLETE ROUT OF THE ENEMY—PURSUIT OF
THE 'CONFEDERATES—GENERAL BRAGG—REMARKS
ON CHATTANOOGA.

T twelve o'clock at night, when all was quiet,
A I began to give orders for the next day,
and sent a dispatch to Willcox to encourage Burn-
side. Sherman was directed to attack at daylight.
Hooker was ordered to move at the same hour,
and endeavor to intercept the enemy’s retreat if he
still remained; if he had gone, then to move di-
rectly to Rossville and operate against the left and
rear of the force on Missionary Ridge. Thomas
was not to move until Hooker had reached Mission-
ary Ridge. As I was with him on Orchard Knob,
he would not move without further orders from me.

The morning of the 25th opened clear and bright,
and the whole field was in full view from the top of
Orchard Knob. It remained so all day. Bragg’s

headquarters were in full view, and officers—pre-
sumably staff officers—could be seen coming and
going constantly.
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The point of ground which Sherman had carried

. on the 24th was almost disconnected from the main
ridge occupied by the enemy. A low pass, over
which there is a wagon road crossing the hill, and
near which there is a railroad tunnel, intervenes
between the two hills. The problem now was to get
to the main ridge. The enemy was fortified on
the point; and back farther, where the ground was
still higher, was a second fortification commanding
the first, Sherman was out as soon as it was light
enough to see, and by sunrise his command was in
motion. Three brigades held the hill already gained.
Morgan L. Smith moved along the east base of Mis-
sionary Ridge; Loomis along the west base, sup-
ported by two brigades of John E. Smith’s division ;
and Corse with his brigade was between the two,
moving directly towards the hill to be captured.
The ridge is steep and heavily wooded on the east
side, where M. L. Smith’s troops were advancing,
but cleared and with a more gentle slope on the
west side. The troops advanced rapidly and car-
ried the extreme end of the rebel works. Morgan
L. Smith advanced to a point which cut the enemy
off from the railroad bridge and the means of
bringing up supplies by rail from Chickamauga
Station, where the main depot was located. The
enemy made brave. and strenuous efforts to drive
our troops from the position we had gained, but
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without success. The contest lasted for two hours.
Corse, a brave and efficient commander, was badly .
wounded in this assault. Sherman now threat-
ened both Bragg’s flank and his stores, and made
it necessary for him to weaken other points of
his line to strengthen his right. From the posi-
tion I occupied I could sece column after column
of Bragg’s forces moving against Sherman. Every
Confederate gun that could be brought to bear
upon the Union forces was concentrated upon him.
J. E. Smith, with two brigades, charged up the west
side of the ridge to the support of Corse’s com-
mand, over open ground and in the face of a heavy
fire of both artillery and musketry, and reached the
very parapet of the enemy. He lay here for a time,
but the enemy coming with a heavy force upon his
right flank, he was compelled to fall back, follo?.ved
by the foe. A few hundred yards brought Smith’s
troops into a wood, where they were speedily re-
formed, when they charged and drove the attacking
party back to his intrenchments.

Seeing the advance, repulse, and second advance
of J. E. Smith from the position I occupied, I di-
rected Thomas to send a division to reinforce him.
Baird’s division was accordingly sent from the right
of Orchard Knob. It had to march a considerable
distance directly under the eyes of the enemy to
reach its position. Bragg at once commenced mass-
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ing in the same direction. This was what I wanted.
But it had now got to be late in the afternoon, and I
had expected before this to see Hooker crossing the
ridge in the neighborhood of Rossville and compel-
ling Bragg to mass in that direction also.

The enemy had evacuated Lookout Mountain dur-
ing the night, as I expected he would. In crossing
the valley he burned the bridge over Chattanooga
Creek, and did all he could to obstruct the roads
behind him. Hooker was off bright and early, with
no obstructions in his front but distance and the de-
struction above named. He was detained four hours
crossing Chattanooga Creek, and thus was lost the
immediate advantage I expected from his forces.
His reaching Bragg’s flank and extending across it
was to be the signal for Thomas's assault of the
ridge. But Sherman’s condition was getting so criti-
cal that the assault for his relief could not be de-
layed any longer.

Sheridan’s and Wood's divisions had been lying
under arms from early morning, ready to move the
instant the signal was given. I now directed
Thomas to order the charge at once* 1 watched

eagerly to see the effect, and became impatient at
last that there was no indication of any charge
being made. The centre of the line which was

* In this order authority was given for the troops to reform after taking the

first line of rifle-pits preparatory to carrying the ridge.
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to make the charge was near where Thomas and
I stood, but concealed from view by an interven-
ing forest. ~ Turning to Thomas to inquire what
caused the delay, I was surprised to see Thomas J.
Wood, one of the division commanders who was to
make the charge, standing talking to him. I spoke
to General Wood, asking him why he did not charge
as ordered an hour before. He replied very
promptly that this was the first he had heard of it,
but that he had been ready all day to move at a
moment’s notice. [ told him to make the charge
at once. He was off in a moment, and in an incred-
ibly short time loud cheering was heard, and he and
Sheridan were driving the enemy’s advance before
them towards Missionary Ridge. The Confederates
were strongly intrenched on the crest of the ridge in
front of us, and had a second line half-way down
and another at the base. Our men drove the
troops in front of the lower line of rifle-pits so
rapidly, and followed them so closely, that rebel
and Union troops went over the first line of works
almost at the same time. Many rebels were capt-
ured and sent to the rear under the fire of their
own friends higher up the hill. Those that were
not captured retreated, and were pursued. The
retreating hordes being between friends and pur-
suers caused the enemy to fire high to avoid kill-
ing their own men. In fact, on that occasion the
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Union soldier nearest the enemy was in the safest
position. Without awaiting further orders or stop-
ping to reform, on our troops went to the second
line of works : over that and on for the crest—thus
effectually carrying out my orders of the 18th for
the battle and of the 24th * for this charge.

I watched their progress with intense interest.
The fire along the rebel line was terrific. ~ Cannon
and musket balls filled the air: but the damage
done was in small proportion to the ammunition ex-
pended. The pursuit continued until the crest was
reached, and soon our men were seen climbing over
the Confederate barriers at different points in front

* CHATTANOOGA, Novemdber 24, 1863.
MAJorR-GENERAL GEO. H. THOMAS,
Chattanooga :
General Sherman carried Missionary Ridge as far as the tunnel
with only slight skirmishing. His right now rests at the tunnel
.and on top of the hill, his left at Chickamauga Creek. I have
instructed General Sherman to advance as soon as it is light in
the morning, and your attack, which will be simultancous, will be
in co-operation. Your command will either carry the rifle-pits
and ridge directly in front of them, or move to the left, as the
presence of the enemy may require. If Hooker’s position on the
mountain [cannot be maintained] with a small force, and it is
found impracticable to carry the top from where he is, it would
be advisable for him to move up the valley with all the force he
can spare, and ascend by the first practicable road.
U. S. GRANT,
Major-General.
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of both Sheridan’s and Wood’s divisions. The re-
treat of the enemy along most of his line was pre-
cipitate and the panic so great that Bragg and his
officers lost all control over their men. Many were
captured, and thousands threw away their arms in
their flight.

Sheridan pushed forward until he reached the
Chickamauga River at a point above where the
enemy crossed. He met some resistance from
troops occupying a second hill in rear of Mis-
sionary Ridge, probably to cover the retreat of the
main body and of the artillery and trains. It was
now getting dark, but Sheridan, without halting on
that account pushed his men forward up this second
hill slowly and without attracting the attention of
the men placed to defend it, while he detached to
the right and left to surround the position. The
enemy discovered the movement before these dis-
positions were complete, and beat a hasty retreat,

leaving artillery, wagon trains, and many prisoners

in our hands. To Sheridan’s prompt movement
the Army of the Cumberland, and the nation, are
indebted for the bulk of the capture of prisoners,
artillery, and small-arms that day. Except for his
prompt pursuit, so much in this way would not have
been accomplished.

While the advance up Mission Ridge was going

forward, General Thomas with staff, General Gordon
Vor. 1.—6
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'Granger, commander of the corps making the as-
sault, and myself and staff occupied Orchard Knob,
from which the entire field could be observed. The
moment the troops were seen going over the last

line of rebel defences, I ordered Granger to join his -

command, and mounting my horse I rode to the
front. General Thomas left about the same time.
Sheridan on the extreme right was already in pur-
suit of the enemy east of the ridge. Wood, who
commanded the division to the left of Sheridan,
accompanied his men on horseback in the charge,
but did not join Sheridan in the pursuit. To the
left, in Baird’s front where Bragg’s troops had massed
against Sherman, the resistance was more stubborn
and the contest lasted longer. 1 ordered Granger
to follow the enemy with Wood's division, but he
was so much excited, and kept up such a roar of
musketry in the direction the enemy had taken,
that by the time I could stop the firing the enemy
had got well out of the way. The enemy con-
"fronting Sherman, now seeing everything to their
left giving way, fled also. Sherman, however, was
" not aware of the extent of our success until after
nightfall, when he received orders to pursue at day-
light in the morning.

As soon as Sherman discovered that the enemy
had left his front he directed his reserves, Davis’s

division of the Army of the Cumberland, to push
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over the pontoon-bridge at the mouth of the Chicka-
mauga, and to move forward to Chickamauga Sta-
tion. He ordered Howard to move up the stream
some two miles to where there was an old bridge,
repair it during the night, and follow Davis at four
o'clock in the morning. Morgan L. Smith was or-
dered to reconnoitre the tunnel to see if that was
still held. Nothing was found there but dead bodies
of men of both armies. The rest of Sherman’s com-
mand was directed to follow Howard at daylight in
the morning to get on to the railroad towards Grays-

‘ville.

Hooker, as stated, was detained at Chattanooga
Creek by the destruction of the bridge at that point.
He got his troops over, with the exception of the
artillery, by fording the stream at a little after three
o'clock. Leaving his artillery to follow when the
bridge should be reconstructed, he pushed on with
the remainder of his command. At Rossville he
came upon the flank of a division of the enemy,
which soon commenced a retreat along the ridge.
This threw them on Palmer. They could make but
little resistance in the position they were caught in,
and as many of them as could do so escaped.
Many, however, were captured. Hooker’s position
during the night of the 25th was near Rossville, ex-
tending east of the ridge. Palmer was on his left,
on the road to Graysville.




